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so  that  the  tree  may  descend  with  all  its  weight  and  momentum  :  and 
to  intensify  the  effect,  the  tree  is  always  felled  so  as  to  face  down 
hill.  As  these  plots  are  almost  invariably  situated  on  the  steepest 
hills,  the  effect  of  the  fall  of  one  of  the  enormous  trees  so  common 
in  the  Grhat  Forests  must  be  very  grand. 

j^  Cardamom  Estate   is  called   a  "  mal6 "  and  the  ordinary 
method  of  cultivating  a  "  mal4  "  among  the  Coorgs,  is  to  open  out 
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Cardamoms  in  Coorg. 

The  Cardamom  cultivated  in  Coorg  is  the  Elettaria  Carda- 
inomum^  and  though  the  trade,  so  far  as  native  cured  fruit  is  con- 
cerned, is  steadily  falling,  still  the  cardamom  is  an  important 
article  to  the  people  and  is  certainly  the  cause  of  much  thought  and 
anxiety  to  the  Administrators  of  this  little  Province. 

I  will  not  give  any  botanical  description  of  the  cardamom  in 
this  article  nor  will  I  refer  to  the  other  kinds  which  are  not  utilised, 
but  endeavour  to  give  an  idea  of  the  habitat  of  the  plant  and  the 
methods  of  curing  it  followed  by  the  people,  with  a  few  remarks  on 
the  state  of  the  cardamom  trade. 

The  cardamom  grows  best  on  the  Western  and  Northern 
slopes  of  the  ghats  at  an  elevation  of  from  3,000  to  5,000  feet  above 
the  sea.  Here  the  full  burst  of  the  monsoon  strikes  the  steep  sides 
of  the  hills  and  the  rainfall  reaches  as  much  as  300  inches  in  some 
parts.  It  grows  spontaneously,  but  is  one  of  those  peculiar  plants, 
the  seed  of  which  lies  dormant  till  induced  to  germinate  by  the 
occurrence  of  certain  conditions.  One  of  these  is  the  admission  of 
light.  Cardamoms  will  only  be  found  in  the  dense  evergreen  forest, 
and  the  ordinary  method  of  inducing  them  to  appear  is  to  open  a  small 
space  in  the  forest  by  felling  one  or  two  very  large  trees.  Not 
only  does  this  admit  the  light  but  the   fall   of  the   trees  shakes  the 

Sound  and  breaks  the  surface.  So  thoroughly  is  the  necessity  for 
e  shaking  of  the  ground  believed  in,  that  when  a  plot  is  selected, 
all  undergro¥rth,  small  trees,  &c.  which  might  interfere  with  or 
break  the  fall  of  the  giant  selected  for  destruction,  are  cleared  away 
so  that  the  tree  may  descend  with  all  its  weight  and  momentum  :  and 
to  intensify  the  effect,  the  tree  is  always  felled  so  as  to  face  down 
hill.  As  these  plots  are  almost  invariably  situated  on  the  steepest 
hills,  the  effect  of  the  fall  of  one  of  the  enormous  trees  so  common 
in  the  Ghat  Forests  must  be  very  grand. 

A  Cardamom  Estate  is  called  a  "  mal4 "  and  the  ordinary 
method  of  cultivating  a  "  maW  "  among  the  Coorgs,  is  to  open  out 
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a  certain  number  of  these  plots  within  the  limits  of  the  same.  The 
plots  are  necessarily  smaU,  for  only  a  limited  amount  of  light  is 
required  and  a  plot  too  large,  in  addition  to  admitting  too  much  light, 
would  also  allow  of  evaporation  from  the  soil  to  an  injurious 
extent.  In  the  leases  given  for  "  males  "  the  maximum  size  of 
each  plot  is  fixed  at  one-sixth  of  an  acre  and  at  least  thirty  feet  of 
forest  must  be  left  between  any  two  plots.  As  a  rule  not  more  than 
two  trees  are  felled  and  oftener  only  one.  The  felling  generally 
takes  place  in  February  or  March  in  the  year  and  by  the  rains  the 
young  plants  shoot  up.  They  require  weeding  at  least  once  before 
they  begin  to  yield,  which  takes  phice  in  the  third  year.  The  plant 
continues  to  bear  for  seven  or  eight  years,  the  fourth  and  fifth  and 
sixth  of  its  age  being  its  best.  When  it  begins  to  cease  bearing, 
either  a  new  plot  is  selected  or  another  tree  is  felled  which  seems 
to  give  a  fresh  start  to  the  plant. 

The  position  of  these  "  males  "  is  generally  so  remote  and 
inaccessible  that  the  picking  of  the  crop  is  undoubtedly  no  easy 
task.  In  fact,  the  Coorgs  lose  a  large  proportion  of  the  crop,  for  the 
fruit  begins  to  ripen  as  early  as  July,  while  they  never  attempt  to 
pick  before  well  into  September.  The  tremendous  rainfall  not 
only,  in  itself,  deters  them  from  penetrating  the  hills,  but  renders 
the  numerous  streams  and  torrents  impassable.  Indeed,  on  the 
exposed  slopes  of  the  Ghats,  life  would  scarcely  be  liveable  in  the 
height  of  the  monsoon.  As  it  is,  the  leeches  in  these  forests 
throughout  the  autumn  and  cold  weather  months  must  be  seen  to 
be  appreciated,  and  in  addition  to  these  drawbacks,  the  steepness  of 
the  hills  is  such  that  walking  is  difficult.  When  climbing  about 
these  "  males  "  one  can  quite  comprehend  the  feelings  of  a  fly 
walking  up  the  side  of  a  house. 

The  cardamoms  are  picked  and  sun-dried.  If  the  male  is  far 
from  the  village,  the  drying  takes  place  on  the  spot,  otherwise  the 
capsules  are  taken  home.  Four  days  sunning  is  sufficient,  care  being 
taken  that  they  do  not  get  wet  and  that  they  are  not  over  exposed, 
as  this  latter  would  cause  the  capsules  to  burst.  But  beyond  this 
open  air  drying,  no  further  curing  takes  place.  The  fruit  stalks  are 
rubbed  or  picked  oflf.  In  this  part  of  the  process,  it  is  wonderful 
the  number  of  capsules  a  practised  hand  will  clean  in  any  given 
time.  The  capsules  are  then  assorted  according  to  size  and  colour 
and  stored  away  till  disposed  of.  But  a  better  system  of  both 
cultivation  and  curing  has  been  introduced  into  Goorg  by  an 
English  planter  in  the  ghats.  I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr. 
Fimayson  for  his  ha\4ng  put  at  my  disposal  the  necessary  informa- 
tion concerning  his  treatment  of  cardamoms.  In  the  first  place, 
the  cardamom  plant  is  raised  from  seed  in  a  nursery  and  the  plants 
are  put  out  in  a  compact  plantation,  instead  of  being  allowed  to 
grow  spontaneously  in  scattered  clearings.     The  first  step  is  to 

¥repare  the  area  which  is  to  be  made  into  a  cardamom  plantation, 
his  is  done  by  thinning  the  shade.     The  amount  of  thinning  can 
only  be  determined  on  tne  spot  and  is  guided  by  experience.     The 
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aspect  chosen  is  generally  North  or  North  West  and  the  most 
favourable  places  are  the  moist  hollows  and  ravines.  The  under- 
growth is  cleared,  and  planting  is  done  in  June  and  July,  from 
nursery  plants  raised  from  seed,  supplemented  by  bulbs  from  old 
stools,  Mr.  Finlayson  prefers  the  latter  as  growing  better.  The 
plants  are  put  out  at  7  feet  by  7  feet,  not  deep  in  the  soil.  The 
plants  are  put  into  shallow  pits  which  have  been  filled  with  surface 
mould,  the  soil  is  pressed  round  the  half  exposed  bulb  and  the 
plant   tied  to  a  stake. 

These  Cardamoms  yield  a  small  crop  the  third  year  after 
being  put  out  and  they  do  not  come  into  full  bearing  until  the  fifth 
year,  thus  there  is  no  advantage  in  time  in  this  method  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  yield  then  is  about  naif  a  seer  to  each  plant.  Thus  an 
acre  would  give  about  475  seers,  or  say,  950  pounds  ;  under  half  a 
ton.  The  picking  lasts  from  July  to  January,  September  and 
December  being  the  busiest  months.  The  first  crop  always  yields 
the  largest  fruit. 

Before  preceeding  to  give  Mr.  Finlayson's  method  of  curing,  I 
will  venture  on  a  comparison  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  the 
two   systems   of  cultivation,  the   native  one  by  means  of  isolated 
and  scattered  openings  in  the  forest,  and  the  English  one  of  a 
regular  plantation.     As  to  the  former,  the  only  advantage  that  can 
be  claimed,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  the  claim  should  be  allowed — 
is  that  it  does  less  harm  to  the  forest  which,  as  the   Ghaut  Forests 
should  be  preserved  for  climatic  reasons,  is  a   very  important  point. 
Mr.  Dickinson,  whose  knowledge  of  the  conditions  of  cardamom 
cultivation  owing  to  his  personal  inspection  of  the  mal^s  and  ghaut 
forests  is  unique,  is  in  favour  of  the  native,  method  on  the  ground  of 
less  damage  being  done  to  the  forest.     He  argues   that  the   pai-tial 
clearing  of  the  high  forest  over  a  comparatively  large  area  accom- 
panied by  the  removal  of  the  undergrowth,  tends  to  set  up  scouring 
and  that  the  soil  will  be  all  washed  away.     But  the  drawback  to  the 
native    system   is  the   difficulty   of  supervising   the   work  and  of 
enforcing  the  rules  as  to  the  size  of  the  plots  and  the  width   of  the 
belt  of  forest  to  be  left  between  each  plot,  and  though  it  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  male  holder  not  to  open  the  forest  to  too  great  an 
extent,  it  is  a  question  whether,  with  the  low  prices  ruling  in  the 
cardamom  market,  the  urgent  necessity  of  raising  a  large  crop  will 
not,  and  does  not,  tempt  mal^  holders  into  over-felling,  leaving  the 
future  to  look  after  itself.  Where  a  forest  has  been  over-felled  under 
the  native  system,  the  damage  is  practically  irreparable.     It  is  with 
veiy  great  diffidence  that  I  differ  from  one  so  well  up  in  the  subject 
as  Sf  r-  Dickinson,  but  I  have  seen  both  systems  of  cultivation  and 
taking  all  the  conditions  obtaining,  I  am  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
English  method  of  cultivation,  as  it  is  more   easily  and  effectually 
supervised,  it  concentrates  the  damage  done  into  a  smaller  area, 
the  crop  is  more  easily  and  more  cheaply  picked  and  the  whole 
working  of  the  estate  more  in  accordance  with  science. 
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Mr.  Finlayson  dries  the  capsules  partly  by  exposure  to  the 
sun  and  partly  by  artificial  heat.  The  former  is  the  better  method, 
but,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  weather,  the  latter,  in  the  end> 
pays  better.  The  cardamoms  are  bleached  by  exposing  them  to 
the  dew  for  a  couple  of  nights  and  then  fumigating  them  with 
sulphur.  Mr.  Finlayson  is  naturally  somewhat  reticent  as  to  the 
process  his  cardamoms  pass  through,  for  the  supply  is  large  and  the 
market  restricted  and  tlie  competition  from  Ceylon,  Travancore  and 
Mysore  is  keen.  Before  picking,  the  capsules  are  carefully  sorted 
and  clipped.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  cost  of  cultivating,  picking 
and  curing  the  cardamom  under  this  system.  It  is  finally  packed  in 
boxes  and  sent  to  the  market. 

The  price  of  cardamoms  has  been  steadily  diminishing  of  late 
years.  Rs.  14,  to  perhaps  '  in  a  few  instances  '  Rs.  18,  per  maund 
of  28  lbs.,  is  the  average  selling  price  of  native-cured  cardamoms. 
The  English  cured  sell  from  Rs.  1-8-0  to  Rs.  2-4-0  per  lb.  The 
system  in  force  in  the  days  of  the  Coorg  Rajas  as  regards  the 
disposal  of  cardamoms  was  that  the  whole  crop  was  handed  in  to 
the  Government,  who  paidithe  cultivators  a  fixed  price  per  maund  and 
sold  the  crop  for  itself.  The  price  paid  was  from  Rs.  12  to  Rs.  20, 
per  maund.  This  was  continued  after  the  annextion  of  Coorg  until 
1846,  when  the  mal^s  were  put  up  to  auction  and  they  are  now 
leased,  tenders  being  invited  for  a  certain  period  of  years.  There 
is  another  class  of  male  in  Coorg  the  Jama  mal^ — ^the  holders  of  which 
have  a  right  to  the  produce  on  payment  of  rent  which  is  assessed 
on  the  estimated  yield. 

The  prospects  of  the  native  cardamom  cultivators  are  ex- 
tremely gloomy.  Owing  to  several  causes,  the  cultivators  have 
been  having  a  bad  time  of  it  lately.  Falling  prices,  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  their  slaves  which  necessitates  payment  of  labour,  and  bad 
seasons,  have  all  combined  to  render  it  impossible  for  many  of  the 
lessees  to  pay  the  rent  they  covenanted  to  six  years  ago.  So  bad 
has  been  their  condition  that  the  Local  Government  has  had  to 
allow  a  large  number  to  resign  and  the  condition  attached  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  resignation  viz.,  the  payment  of  all  arrears,  has 
been  found  difficult  to  enforce. 

It  is  a  matter  of  extreme  regret  that  a  comparatively  large 
number  of  families  should  lose  their  principal  means  of  livelihood, 
but  it  is  useless  for  the  State  to  endeavour  to  oppose  the  laws  of 
economics.  Want  of  capital  prevents  these  small  mal6  holders 
from  cultivating  and  curing  their  cardamoms  in  a  paying  way. 
The  outturn  is  so  poor  in  quality  that  it  necessarily  fetches  a  very 
low  price  when  the  beautifully  cured  capsule  of  the  English  grower 
is  competing  with  it,  and  the  problem  will  soon  work  itself  out 
with  this  result,  that  the  producers  of  native  cured  cardamoms  will 
become  fewer  and  fewer,  until  the  produce  they  put  on  the  market 
only  suffices  for  the  demand.  For,  strange  to  say,  despite  its 
inferior  value  and  condition,  there  is  still  a  demand  for  this  kind 
and  always  will  be,  as  long  as  there  are  people  who,  though  desirous 
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of  poFchasing,  can  only  afford  to  pay  low  prices  and  must  therefore, 
perforce,  put  up  with  an  inferior  article.  The  slow  extinction  of 
the  mal4  holder  is  a  serious  loss  to  the  Forest  Revenue,  but,  I  fear, 
go  he  must,  and  the  Department  must  look  around  for  some  fresh 
source  of  revenue  to  maKe  up  the  deficit. 

G.  H.  FOSTER. 


ON  CERTAIN  EXPERIMENTS 

MADE  IN  THE 

forest    Nursery  at  Bellefontaine  (near  Nancy.) 

by  E.  BARTETy  Inspecteur  Adjoint  des  FarSts. 

The  facts  set  forth  in  the  following  notes  are  the  results  of 
experiments  carried  out  in  the  Bellefontaine  Nursery  on  the 
raising  of  plants  for  forest  planting.  The  nursery  wnich  was 
established  in  1863  in  the  For^t  de  Haye,  nearly  four  miles  from 
Nancy,  and  whose  situation  is  defective  from  several  points 
of  view,  constitutes  one  of  the  experimental  stations  attached  to  the 
Nancy  Forest  School. 

Whether  the  observations  which  I  have  collected  contain  any- 
thing new  and  Tiitherto  unpublished,  and  whether  the  reader  will 
find  m  them  anything  other  than  the  confirmation  of  facts  already 
made  known,  I  do  not  venture  to  affirm,  so  considerable  are  the 
numbers  of  works  carried  out  in  France  and  elsewhere  on  the 
subjects  herein  dealt  with. 

(1).    On  thb  use  of  sawdust  and  pbat  for  covering 
small  seeds. 

At  Bellefontaine,  for  covering  small  seeds,  a  mixture  of  mould 
leaves,  well  decayed  manure  and  sifbed  earth,  has  for  a  long  time 
been  used.  The  preparation  of  such  a  compost  is  costly,  the  use 
of  it  has  also  other  inconveniences,  for  when  a  period  of  drought 
foUows  after  prolonged  rain,  it  gets  hard  and  forms  a  crust  liable 
to  interfere  with  the  growth  of  small  plants. 

These  considerations  led  me  to  try  whether,  for  covering  the 
seeds  in  question,  sawdust  and  peat  could  not  be  used,  these  being 
two  substances  often  obtainable  in  abundance  and  at  a  low  price  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  forest  land. 

The  first  experiment  to  this  end  was  made  in  April  1887  : — 
six  trenches  each  30  feet  long  being  sown  with  Spruce  Fir.  The 
foUowing  were  compared  : — 

1.  Sawdust  of  Poplar,  alone. 

2.  Peat  alone. 

3.  A  mixture  of  one  part  Poplar  sawdust  and  one  part 

mould. 
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4.  A  mixture  of  peat  and  leaf  mould,  in  equal  quantities. 

5.  A  mixture   of   peat    and    sawdust,    also    in    equal 

quantities. 

6.  Tne  usual  compost  consisting  of  one  fourth  part  leaf 

mould,  one  fourth  decayed  manure  and  one  naif  well 
sifted  mould. 

Before  using  the  sawdust,  it  was  carefully  saturated  with 
water. 

The  results  were  quite  as  satisfactory  in  Nos.  1  and  2  as  in  the 
other  lines  and  that  as  much  so  during  the  period  of  germination, 
as  during  the  rest  of  the  season  of  vegetation.  It  was  even 
noticed  that  under  nothing  but  sawdust,  the  seedlings  of  Spruce 
made  their  appearance  earlier  and  more  completely  than  anywhere 
else. 

In  the  spring  of  1888,  another  trial  was  made  of  the  compara- 
tive eflFects  on  Spruce  seed  of  sawdust  alone  and  of  the  compost 
above  mentioned,  No.  6.  The  advantage  was  again  on  the  side  of 
the  sawdust,  although  this  had  not  been  specially  watered  before 
using,  it  having  been  simply  exposed  to  the  rain  for  six  months. 

Finally,  in  the  same  year,  1888,  the  best  and  most  conclusive 
results  were  furnished  by  a  trial  made  on  Spruce  seed  of  very  fine 
sawdust,  not  made  from  species  such  as  Poplar,  but  from  Oak.  In 
spite  of  its  being  watered  every  two  days,  the  working  of  the  tannin 
into  the  soil  in  no  way  retarded  either  the  germination  of  the  seeds 
or  the  subsequent  growth  of  the  living  plante. 

It  is  therefore  ahnost  certain  that  sawdust  derived  from 
almost  any  species  whatever  might  be  employed  in  this  way,  pro- 
vided that  it  is  well  saturated  with  water  at  the  time  of  its  being 
used. 

When  the  sowings  are  made  in  lines,  rather  less  than  a  pint  of 
dry  sawdust  is  required  for  a  foot  of  trench. 

(2).     On  sowing  Oak  seed  in  autumn. 

The  following  process  which  is  both  simple  and  economical, 
has  been  entirely  successful  each  time  I  have  tried  it.  The  sowing 
is  made  immediately  after  the  natural  fall  of  the  acorns. 

To  preserve  these  from  the  attacks  of  rodents,  they  are  coated 
with  redlead  by  shaking  them  up  in  a  bag  or  basket  of  this  after 
wetting  them. 

After  the  acorns,  well  covered  with  this  protective  coat,  have 
been  dried,  they  are  sown  in  trenches  1^  to  2  inches  deep,  about 
an     inch  of  sawdust  (wet  or  dry)  well  pressed  down,  being  first 

f)laced  over  them  and  then  about  an  inch  of  earth  over  that 
brming  a  slight  mound.  Thus  protected,  the  acorns  suffer  nothing 
from  the  com  and  the  young  plants  appear  at  tibe  beginning  or 
June  with  the  greatest  regularity. 
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(3).    Advantages  of  sowing  Biroh  seed  in  autumn. 

It  is  well-known  that  many  authors  recommend  sowing  Birch 
in  autnnm  immediately  after  the  ripening  of  the  seed,  in  order  to 
prevent  its  losing  its  power  of  germination.  The  experiment  shows 
now  thoroughly  this  advice  was  justified  for  the  autumn  sowing 
gave  ten  times  as  many  plants  as  the  spring  sowings. 

(4).     Destruction  of  mole  crickets. 

Ever  since  I  have  had  charge  of  the  Bellefontaine  Nursery,  I 
have  had  to  deal  with  a  formidable  invasion  of  mole-crickets  which 
has  given  me  the  opportunity  of  experimenting  on  the  various 
methods  recommended  by  experts  for  tne  destruction  of  these  pests. 

With  the  exception  of  hunting  for  their  nests  and  for  the  noles 
in  which  thev  take  refuge,  the  only  method  which  has  been  successful 
is  that  which  consists  in  placing  small  pots  with  smooth  and  almost 
vertical  sides,  in  the  earth,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  insects  may 
fall  into  them  in  the  course  of  their  noctunral  ramblings. 

To  place  these  traps  along  all  the  galleries  would  be  practically 
impossible  when  one  has  to  deal  with  thousands  of  these  enemies. 
In  such  a  case  it  is  found  best  to  proceed  as  follows. 

The  parts  most  infested  should  be  enclosed  with  boards 
placed  edgewise  and  buried  1^  inches  in  the  soil,  about  1  inch  of 
their  width  remaining  above  ground.  When  the  area  thus  enclosed 
is  more  than  120  square  yards,  it  should  be  divided  into  compart- 
ments by  a  number  of  boards  similarly  disposed  to  those  subove 
mentioned. 

It  is  then  all  along  the  sides  of  these  boards  inside  and  out  that 
the  pots  are  placed  at  15  to  20  ft.  distance  one  from  the  other 
taking  care  that  the  edee  of  each  pot  is  a  little  below  the  level  of 
the  soil  and  that  it  toucnes  the  board  very  exactly. 

In  constructing  their  galleries  the  mole-crickets  run  against 
the  planks  and  turn  aside  along  these  until  they  fall  into  the  traps 
laid  for  them  and  from  which  they  can  be  collected  every  morning. 

The  pots  of  the  shape  of  an  ordinary  plant  pot  are  the  best, 
they  only  need  to  be  about  6  inches  deep  and  about  the  same  width 
at  the  top,  the  bottom  having  a  diameter  of  about  half  that.  The 
hole  to  receive  these  can  be  conveniently  made  with  a  piece  of 
wood  previously  prepared  to  the  required  shape  and   size. 

It  is  perhaps  superfluous  to  add  that  if  ordinary  plant  pots  are 
used,  the  hole  at  the  bottom  must  be  plugged  up  with  something 
sufliciently  hard  to  prevent  the  insects  getting  through. 

Pots  with  thick  rims  should  not  be  used,  as  with  these  the  edge 
of  the  pot  cannot  be  placed  exactly  against  the  plank. 

Finally  the  pots  must  be  kept  free  from  earth,  leaves  and 
rubbish  or  the  insects  may  escape. 

(5).    Trials  of  chemical  manures. 

The  results  were  not  conclusive. 
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(6).    Tbeatment  of  the  red  disease  in  Pine  leaves. 

At  the  coimnencement  of  the  year  1888,  I  published,  together 
with  Doctor  Paul  Vuillemin,  the  result  of  experiments  showing  the 
efficacy  of  copper  compounds  for  preserving  the  Scotch  rine 
against  the  "  red"  disease  which  is  due  to  the  attacks  of  the  fungus 
SisUrium  Pinastri^  (Schrad.)  which  affects  exclusively  the  leaves 
of  the  year. 

In  these  first  experiments  of  1886  and  1887  I  restricted  myself 
to  the  Scotch  Pine,  and  the  Bordeaux  mixture  used  in  &ese 
experiments  contained  according  to  the  primitive  formula  of 
M.  Millardet,  16  pounds  of  sulphate  of  copper,  32  pounds  of  Ume 
and  about  3  lbs.  of  isinglass  to  about  22  gallons  of  water.  This 
paste  was  applied  to  the  plants  like  whitewash,  twice  a  year,  with 
broom  or  brush. 

On  continuing  the  study  of  this  question,  I  ascertained  that  at 
Bellefontaine  the  Black  Austrian  Pine  was  affected  almost  in  the 
same  degree  as  the  Scotch  Pine  and  that  the  seedlings  of  these 
species  were  liable  to  be  attacked  and  killed  by  the  fungus  within 
the  year  of  their  germination.  I  also  made  fresh  trials  to  compare 
different  copper  compounds  and  different  modes  of  employing  tnem 
also  varying  the  number  of  applications  per  annum. 

These  trials,  of  which  the  details  cannot  be  enumerated  here, 
led  me  to  the  following  conclusions. 

1.  Of  the  various  formulse  of  Bordeaux  mixture  capable  of 
being  utilized,  the  two  following  gave  the  most  satisfactory  results. 


No 


No 


Sulphate  of  Copper 
Lime 
Isinglass 

Sulphate  of  Copper 
Lime 
Isinglass 
Both  the  above  are  quantities  per 


lbs. 


22   gallons  of  water. 


8 
8 

2i 

12 

8 

For- 


mula No.  I .  should  be  used  for  the  first  or  two  first  applications 
made  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  of  vegetation,  when  the  young 
needles  are  still  young  and  might  suffer  from  a  too  concentrated 
wash  of  the  sulphate.  Formuk  No.  II  should  be  used  in  subsequent 
applications. 

In  raising  the  quantity  of  sulphate  of  copper  to  16  lbs. 
without  increasing  the  amount  of  lime,  I  noticed  that  the  leaves 
were  burnt. 

2.  Burgundy  mixture  (sulphate  of  copper,  and  carbonate  of 
of  soda  2i  lbs.  of  each  to  every  22  gallons  of  water)  I  found  less 
efficacious  than  the  Bordeaux  mixture,  probably  on  account  of  the 
smaller  proportion  of  sulphate  used. 

3.  Copper  sulphosteatite  (made  by  mixing  powdered  talc^ 
sulphate  of  copper  and  water)  much  used  by  vine  growers  in  the 
South  of  France  to  prevent  mildew,  gave  but  poor  results  in  spite  of 
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washings  made  every  15  days.  The  smooth  leaves  of  the  Pine  are 
not  able  to  retain  this  powder  long  in  the  wet  climate  of  Belle- 
fontaine. 

4.  The  Bordeaux  mixture  can  be  applied  either  like  white- 
wash with  a  brush  or  by  means  of  a  sprinkler  such  as  is  used  for 
the  treatment  of  mildew  in  the  South.  What  is  important  is  that 
each  leaf  should  receive  a  wash  of  the  mixture. 

The  use  of  a  sprinkler  is  the  more  economical  mode. 

5.  In  dealing  with  either  Scotch  Pine  or  Austrian  Pine, 
treatment  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  red  disease  should 
be  begun  while  the  plants  are  yet  in  their  first  year  of  growth 
and  must  be  continued  so  long  as  thev  remain  in  the  nursery. 

For  seedlings  under  one  year  old,  the  first  application  of  the 
mixture  is  made  a  few  days  an»r  the  appearance  of  the  plants  above 
ground  ;  for  those  of  one  year  old  or  more  it  is  better  to  wait  till 
me  new  needles  have  attained  about  i  of  their  length.  The  other 
applications  are  made  at  intervals  of  three  weeks  or  a  month  ;  they 
should  be  more  frequent  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  of  vegetar- 
tion  than  in  the  middle  of  summer  ;  exceptionally  abundant  rain 
may  also  render  more  frequent  applications  necessary. 

At  Bellefontaine,  where  this  disease  has  prevailed  for  some  time 
and  has  exceptionally  favourable  conditions  for  its  propagation,  3 
or  even  4  applications  should  be  made  every  year,  when  tne  latter 
part  of  the  spring  and  the  beginning  of  the  summer  are  wet. 

(7).     Sbkd  of  the  Wbtmouth  Pinb. 

Weymouth  Pine  seed  should  not 

be  sown  in  a  Nursery  without  first  putting  it  through  a  process  of 
preparation  by  some  method  or  other  of '  stratification.  This  is 
excellent  advice  and  I  think  with  M.  Pierret  (the  author  of  the 
above)  that  the  practice  of  stratification  would  be  of  great  advant- 
age for  many  otner  species  as  well,  both  broad-leaved  species  and 
conifers,  and  more  particularly  for  the  larch  and  beech. 

So  far  as  concerns  the  Weymouth  Pine,  each  time  I  have  sown 
it,  after  simply  having  submitted  the  seed  to  immersion  in  water, 
the  results  have  been  unsatisfactory,  even  with  a  previous  inrnier- 
sion  of  15  days,  the  soil  also  being  irrigated.  Under  such  condi- 
tions, sowing  the  seed  at  the  end  of  April  or  commencement  of 
May,  I  have  always  noticed  the  following  peculiarities. 

Germination  took  place  slowly,  commenced  before  the  middle 
of  June,  and  continued  until  August,  the  crop  of  seedlings  being 
anything  but  abundant  ;  the  seed  is  thus  exposed  for  some  time  to 
the  attacks  of  rodents  and  birds.  Moreover,  whatever  precautions 
are  taken,  several  of  the  young  plants  are  destroyed  as  they  appear, 
either  by  birds  or  yb  the  heat,  whereas  those  that  come  up  latest 
succumb  to  the  cold  of  winter.  Finally,  only  about  17  plants 
remain  per  square  yard  of  ground  sown.  As  compared  with 
this,  last  year  I  obtained  a  most  successful  result  by  means  of 
stratification  carried  out  as  follows. 
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In  order  to  avoid  any  chance  of  mould  later  on,  the  seeds  were 
first  placed  in  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper  (3  per  cent  concentra- 
tion) for  24  hours,  then  on  the  12th  of  March,  the  seeds  were  spread 
in  a  bed  ^  inch  thick  between  two  layers  of  wood  sawdust 
well  wetted,  each  layer  being  1  to  1^  inches   thick. 

The  box  containing  tne  whole  was  then  placed  in  a  room 
dimly  lighted  and  not  warmed,  care  being  taken  to  maintain  the 
moisture  of  the  sawdust  by  occasional  light  waterings. 

On  the  14th  May,  viz.  two  months  later,  the  first  signs  of 
germination  appeared.  The  seed  was  then  separated  from  the 
sawdust  and  sown  in  trenches.  In  less  than  15  days  the  young 
plants  came  up  in  masses  in  as  great  abundance  as  is  the  case  with 
Scotch  or  Austrian  Pine. 

(8).    Pbouliabity  or  Elm  Sbkd. 

It  is  well-known  that  when  Elm  seed  is  sown  immediately 
after  its  dissemination  (May  or  June),  the  young  plants  appear 
after  some  days.  To  obtain  the  best  results,  the  seed  has,  however 
to  be  covered  but  lightly. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  seed  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  2^  to 
2J  inches  of  earth,  as  I  covered  it  in  an  experiment  made  in 
1890,  but  few  plants  appear  in  the  same  year,  the  majority  of  the 
seedlings  coming  up  in  the  spring  of  the  year  following  the  sowing. 
Moreover,  the  total  number  of  plants  obtained  is  less  than  that 
furnished  by  the  method  of  covering  lightly. 

Perhaps  the  above  may  be  of  use  in  arriving  at  some  practical 
method  of  preserving  Elm  seed. 

(9).     Cutting  back  of  badly  gbown  Oak  plants. 

The  Oak  plants  referred  to  here  were  taken  out  of  the  Nursery 
at  Bellefontaine  when  one  year  old  and  replanted  in  a  temporary 
nursery  in  the  For^t  de  Haye  where,  during  the  two  following 
years  (1885  and  1886).  they  were  so  seriously  damaged  by  spring 
frosts  that  the  stems  of  many  of  them  practically  did  not  develop 
at  all. 

Towards  the  end  of  April  1887  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
transfer  them  to  another  temporary  nursery  less  exposed  to  frost 
that  the  first. 

The  smallest  and  most  badly  grown  of  the  plants  (many  of 
which  were  barely  3  inches  high)  were  cut  back  level  with  the 
ground  immediately  after  transplanting,  while  the  larger  ones, 
measuring  8  to  10  inches  were  transplanted  and  left  just  as  they 
were. 

Two  years  later  the  shoots  of  those  which  has  been  cut  back 
constituted  a  group  as  vigorous  and  of  as  favourable  an  appearance 
as  the  others.  It  was  even  among  them  that  the  largest  plants 
were  to  be  found. 

The  result  of  the  cutting  back  was  therefore  excellent.  Is 
must  always,  however,  be  remembered  that  if  this  operation  it 
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intended  to  re-establish  equality  in  the  size  or  more  correctly  in  the 
height,  of  the  stems,  it  is  not  capable  of  producing  the  same  effect 
in  me  weight  of  the  plants.  This  is  shown  by  the  following  figures 
furnished  by  two  groups  of  eight  oaks  thoroughly  representative 
of  the  two  lots  compared. 

iPlants  which    Plants  not 
were  cut  back,    cat  back. 

Average  height  of  stem  above  coUum      ...     21  in.  21  in. 

Average     weight   of  an   air-dried   plant 

(stem  and  root)  ...       |  oz.  1  oz. 

This  difference  in  the  weight  of  the  plants  arises  from  the  root 
system  as  well  as  the  aerial  organs,  for  plants  which  were  not  cut 
back  were  manifesty  more  thick  set,  better  branched  and  better 
provided  with  roots  than  those  which  had  been  cut  over. 

(Translated  and  abridged  by  A.  F.  G.) 

Note. — It  is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  the  inferiority  of  the 
root  system  of  the  plants  of  the  first  lot  should  not  be  attributed  to  the  operation 
of  cutting  back,  for  not  only  did  this  inferiority  exist  at  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion but  It  was  much  more  pronounced  then,  than  at  the  time  of  the  weighing 
above  referred  to. 


The  Cutch  tree  in  Upper  Burma. 

At  present  the  only  protection  afforded  to  Cutch  is  (i)  it  may 
not  be  felled  for  sale  or  use  as  fuel  I  (it)  no  cutch  trees  under 
three  feet  in  girth  may  be  cut  for  cutch  boiling.  With  these  two 
exceptions,  Cutch  trees  may  be  cut  wholesale  for  sale  or  use  as 
house  posts,  cart-axles,  &c. 

This  hard-and-fast  sort  of  girth  restriction  is  not  capable  of  prac- 
tical application.  Right  in  the  centre  of  Burma,  from  the  north  of 
the  Magwe,  Minbu  and  Pyinmana  districts  up  to  the  north  of  the 
Mandalay  district,  there  is  a  *  dry  zone  '  embracing  the  eastern  parts 
of  Minbu,  and  Pakokku,  the  South  of  Sagaing  and  Mandalay,  the 
western  parts  of  Kyaukse,  and  the  whole  of  Yamethin,  Meiktila 
and  Mymgyan.  With  this  dry  zone  there  are  hardly  any  true 
forests,  as  we  are  accustomed  to  find  them  in  the  moister  parts  of 
Burma.  Where  not  under  cultivation,  the  soil  is  covered  with  an 
open  scrub  jungle  in  which  many  species  of  Acacia  are  noticeable. 
Siven  with  the  isolated  positions  of  the  stems  and  the  consequent 
fall  development  of  crowns,  with  full  enjoyment  of  light  and  air,  the 
rate  of  growth  and  the  development  of  and  quality  of  the  cutch- 
producing  heart  wood  are  both  inferior  to  that  in  the  moister  tracts 
of  South  Pyinmana,  southern  Magwe,  and  western  Minbu.  In 
the  district  townships  of  these  dry-zone  districts,  or  where  the  soil 
is-not  good,  it  is  more  than  questionable  if  the  Cutch  ever  attains  any- 
thmg  like  the  large  girth  which  would  make  the  fixing  of  a  three 
feet  girth  a  reasonable  minimum  below  which  the  felling  of  green 
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trees  should  be  prohibited.  From  observation  it  has  been  noticed 
that  in  many  tracts  the  trees  dry  and  die  without  reaching  that 
girth.  In  fact  it  is  open  to  considerable  doubt  if  the  cutch  generally 
occurring  there  may  not  be  another  species  than  the  true  Acacia 
Catechu, — a  view  which  is  corroborated  to  a  certain  extent  by  Kurz, 
at  page  422,  Volume  1,  of  his  "  Forest  Flora  of  British  Burma." 

With  a  view  to  establish  comparisons  as  to  rate  of  growth  of 
cutch,  the  following  data  have  recently  been  collected  : — 


District. 

Character  of 
Forest. 

Quality  of  wood. 

1 

1^ 

1 

Average    an- 
nual girth  in 
amount. 

Dry  Zone. 

Yamethen... 

Dry  open  forest 

Lighter  than  Pyinmana 

8 

0'  91" 

.». 

1*2  " 

>> 

Ditto 

16 

o'lir 

... 

0*76" 

»>            ... 

Ditto 

rotten. 

3'  9" 

... 

(?) 

>>            ... 

Ditto 

15 

'^  Z' 

2'  6" 

MeiktUa     .. 

Scrab  j  angle 

Medium  in  colour     .. 

7 

V  I  • 

»»• 

I's: 

much  cut  over 

Light  in  colour 

5 

1'  24" 

ij" 

2'9* 

for  Ry.  f ael  in 

Ditto 

5 

r  i  • 

1  • 

2  r 

1887 

Ditto 

5 

1'  li" 

6J" 

2'6* 

»>            ••• 

Medium  in  colour   ... 

9 

2*  2*" 

3'0* 

•1            ••• 
** 

Intermediate  zona 

Meiktila   ... 

Scrub  jangle 

Light      in       colour, 

15(?) 

2' 7" 

7r 

2'  (T 

near  base  of  hills 

19(?) 

2^10  • 

74' 

I'S* 

on  good  soil  .. 

Rings  very  indistinct. 

Yamethen... 

Mixed      forest, 
verging          on 
moist  Eone 

Resembling    s  p  e  c  i- 
mens     from    South 
Pyinmana 

Moist  sone. 

15 

3' 7  " 

..« 

2'  8- 
4'  0* 

Pyinmana... 

Lower  dry  forest 

Lighter  than  specimen 

7 

2'4  ^ 

... 

3  y 

from  Minbu 

9 

2'  er 

... 

W  T 

Mostly    coppice 
Growth  in  pdnxds 

7 
9 

2'2* 
2'9*' 

... 

3'  r 

Lower       mixed 

forest 

Ditto 

11 

3' 2" 

3' 4* 

Lower  (different 

locaUty) 

Ditto 

12 

3' 3  * 

8* 

s'r 

9 

3' 4" 

or 

4'  4" 

Savannah  forest. 

Ditto 

9 

9 

11 

2'4* 
2'8' 
3' 2" 

3' 2* 

Minba       ... 

Not  stated     ... 

Heart  wood  dark,  al- 

11(?) 

2'  7  " 

6i* 

most  chocolate  col- 

14<?) 

9  2V 

8- 

oured     and    full  of 

"tt^yi"  Annual  rings 

very  indefinite      ... 
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Imperfect  and  incomplete  as  these  hastily  collected  data  are, 
they  show  that,  on  the  whole,  growth  in  the  moister  tracts  is 
considerably  quicker  than  in  the  dry  zone,  and  that  the  heartwood 
in  the  former  appears  richer  in  cutch  than  in  the  latter.  In  the 
former,  a  girth  of  3  feet  is  attained  after  about  10  to  12  years  with 
a  diameter  of  about  8  inches  of  heartwood. 

The  Pyinmana  specimens  shew  somewhat  quicker  growth  but 
not  such  rich  heartwood  or  abundance  of  *  u-gyi '  (cutch  cells)  as  those 
from  Minbu.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  taungya 
system  of  cultivation  is  more  generally  preserved  in  the  former,  and 
ttat  the  bulk  of  the  existing  supplies  of  the  timber  is  obtained 
from  coppice  shoots.  Cutch  is  decidedly  Ught-loving,  and  when 
coppice  shoots  get  the  full  enjoyment  of  fight,  air  and  sunshine  in 
p6nz6s  (old  clearings)  they  grow  with  great  rapidity  ;  seed  too 
then  gets  a  chance  of  germinating  on  the  clearance  of  the  over- 
shadowing canopy. 

This  fact  of  the  exiting  supply  of  cutch  wood  being  located  in 
tracts  where  taungya  cultivation  is  general  in  the  Pyinmana  and 
Yamfethen  districts,  would  point  to  the  advisability  of  reserving 
cntch  tracts.  This,  however,  the  Deputy  Conunissioner  does  not 
approve  of,  as  the  land  is  all  practically  of  culturable  quality,  in 
proximity  to  the  railway  line,  and  likely  to  be  required  for  per* 
manent  agricultural  occupation  at  no  very  distant  date.  Even  the 
Forest  officer  writes  that  he  sees  "little  possibility  of  having 
the  greater  part  included  within  reserved  forests."  In  the  Pyinmana 
and  1  am^then  Districts  there  are  from  30  to  36  thugyiships  (revenue 
circles)  in  which  cutch  tracts  occur,  and  if  it  were  only  possible  to 
open  3  of  these  each  year  for  cutch  boiling  and  taungya  cultiva- 
tion simultaneously,  so  as  to  work  with  a  10-12  years'  rotation,  we 
should  always  be  certain  of  a  good  supply  of  cutch.  The  trees  coppices 
up  to  3  feet  girth,  although  it  is  questionable  if  they  can  reproduce 
themselves  from  the  stool  beyond  that  age,  and  seed  is  shed  from 
about  the  5th  to  the  6th  year.  As,  however,  the  villages,  whose  in- 
habitants adopt  taungya  cultivation  partly,  are  permanent  no  such 
system  can  be  introduced.  At  present,  thousands  of  saplings  and 
young  trees  are  killed  year  after  year  by  the  firing  of  the  yas  even 
when  the  cutch  is  not  felled  along  with  the  rest  of  the  jungle  at  the 
tinie  of  clearing. 

On  the  Magwfe  side,  the  cutch  tracts  have  been  overworked  to 
snch  an  extent  that  all  cutch  boiling  has  this  year  been  stopped  to 
allow  the  localities  to  recover  themselves.  On  the  Pyinmana  and 
Yamethen  side,  the  tracts  have  also  been  much  overworked  during 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  but  in  order  to  alleviate  the  distress  that 
is  certainly  wide-spread  among  the  forest  classes  this  year,  this  over- 
vrorking  is  being  continued  (within  certain  limits)  tins  year  also, — 
only  however  for  the  benefit  of  actual  residents.  Recent  valuation 
surveys  in  the  Pyinmana  district  shew  only  the  following  stock  : — 
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Valuation  Survby& 

No.   09  OUTOH  TBIBS. 

Aybbaor 

No. 

No. 
held. 

Area  counted  out 
in  Acres. 

3'  in  girth 
and  above. 

Under  3' 
girth. 

Total. 

Per  Acre. 

45 

1,814 

146 

6,977 

6,123 

3-37 

A  great  deal  of  the  catch  produced  in  the  Meiktila  and 
Mandalay  districts  is  '  sha  byaw  '  (soft  cutch)  and  not  *  sha-ma  * 
(firm  cutch)  It  is  sent  to  Rangoon,  consigned  to  Chinese  firms,  in  its 
semi-viscous  condition,  looking  like  thickened  crude  earth  oU,  and 
there  re-boiled  along  with  other  hard  cutch — or  probably  with 
than  (Terminalia  OTiveri)  bark,  or  bark  extracts  if  the  truth 
were  known. 

The  following  data  relative  to  the  outturn  of  cutch  have  been 
collected  for  me  by  Mr.  Copeland,  D.  C.  P.,  Pyinmana  : — 

1.  A  prepared  log,  Le.^  freed  from  bark  and  sapwood,  of 
S'S"  X  110^  yielded  chips  filling  8i   chatties  tightly  packed. 

2.  Twenty  chatties  of  cutch  chips,  decocted  twice,  as  usual, 
yielded  in  24  hours  5  viss  70  tolas  of  viscid  cutch,  of  quality  below 
medium  and  selling  in  Pyinmana  at  Rs.  32  per  100  viss. 

3.  Transport  of  cutch  from  camp  to  Pyinmana  is  from  8  annas 
to  Rs.  1  per  100  viss. 

4.  The  preparation  of  the  cutch  lo^  took  1  man  ^  an  hour,  and 
the  chipping  3^  hours.  It  is  considerea  a  fair  day's  work  for  a 
man  to  prepare  and  chip  enough  wood  to  keep  one  cauldron  going. 
His  wages  may  be  reckoned  at  8  annas  per  diem. 

5.  The  cost  of  delivering  in  camp  100  logs  similar  to  that  in 
No.  1,  is  Rs.  15. 

6.  Additional  help  is  required  for  tending  the  cauldron, 
generally  the  wife  of  the  chipper,  who  may  be  reckoned  at  4  annas 
per  diem. 

Deductiaiu  from  the  above  data  are  : — 

1.  Each  cauldron  uses  up  5*34  cub.  ft.  (true  measurement  in 
short  sections)  of  heartwood  per  diem  and  produces  5*70  viss  of 
cutch. 

2.  The  cost  of  production  of  5*70  viss  of  cutch  is 

Delivering  timber  ...  ...     Rs. 

Chipping  neartwood       ...  ...       „ 

Tendmg  cauldron  ...  ...       „ 

Packingtin  cases  of  baskets  ...       „ 

Total  Rs. 

3.  The  market  value  of  the  5*70  viss  of  cutch  at  Pyinmana^ 
at  Rs  32  per  100  viss,  but  deducting  Rs.  1  for  transport  from  oarnp^ 
isRs.  5-7x31 -MOO  «  Rs.  1-12-3. 
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4.  The  nett  profit  per  diem  after  allowing  wages  to  the 
worker,  his  wife,  Ac,  amount  to  Rs.  0-9-3,  or  Rs.  15-0-6  per  month 
of  26  working  days. 

5.  The  amount  of  cutch  timber  consumed  in  a  year  of  200 
working  days  would  be  5*34:  cub.  ft.  x  200  =  21*36  tons  of  heart- 
wood  or  of  growing  timber  =  50  tons  probably.  In  a  year  of  270 
days,  5*34  cub.  ft.  x  270  =  28*84  tons  of  heartwood  or  of  growing 
timber  =  66  tons  probably.  Under  the  circumstances  described,  it 
seems  the  best  thing  that  Catechu  should  be  declared  areserved  tree, 
and  that  licenses  for  the  preparation  of  cutch  should  be  issued 
subject  to  the  following  conditions  : — 

(i)  No  license  to  be  issued  for  more  than  one  cauldron, 
and  no  individual  to  obtain  more  than  one  license. 

(ii)  Licenses  only  to  be  issued  to  villagers  resident  in  the 
township  where  the  cutch  boiling  is  to  take  place. 

(iii)  No  license  to  be  issued  to  any  one  who  has  a  license 
for  the  preparation  of  bark  extracts. 

(iv)       License  fee  to  be  Rs  5  p.  m.  prepaid  monthly. 

(v)  No  green  catechu  trees  to  be  cut  less  than  3  ft.  in  girth  at 
breast  height,  except  in  such  districts,  and  only  m  such 
townships  of  said  districts,  as  may  be  sanctioned  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Conservator  of  Forests. 

(vi)  Contravention  of  rules  at  any  camp  to  involve  forfei- 
ture of  all  the  cutch  boiling  licenses  at  said  camp. 

Hitherto,  in  a  great  many  instances,  licenses  have  been  taken 
out  by  men  from  lower  Burma  who  simply  employed  the  coolies  on 
job  work  paying  them  about  Rs.  4  per  100  viss  of  cutch  and  giving 
tibem  food-supplies  during  time  of  cutch  production.  For  this 
reason  a  monfiny  prepayment  fee  is  proposed,  instead  of  a  lump 
sum,  thereby  probably  enabling  the  villagers  to  have  licenses  in- 
dependently of  brokers  and  middlemen. 

J.  N. 


Ji  Japanese  Timber  Slide. 

When  in  Scotland  in  1884, 1  visited  the  Edinburgh  Forestry 
exhibition  and  among  the  many  interesting  exhibits  from  Japan, 
noticed  a  model  of  a  tunber  slide,  a  few  notes  on  which  may  not  be 
uninteresting  even  so  late  as  now. 

wall,  against  which  the  timber  strikes  violently  on  turning  and  is 
prevented  firom  moving  out  of'  the  proper  course.    In  this  way 
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The  model  showed  the  way  in  which  timber  is  transported  out 
of  deep  mountain  forests.  When  the  trees  of  the  genus  Pinus  are 
felled  and  dressed  into  baulks  they  are  collected  is  one  common 
place,  which  is  called  '  Seridashi.'  From  this  place  they  are  to  be 
transported  out  by  means  of  an  elevated  floor  known  as  '  Sade.' 
This  is  constructed  by  the  side  of  a  declivity  where  the  transport 
becomes  very  difficult  on  account  of  the  road  being  very  narrow 
and  uneven.  In  the  first  place,  a  kind  of  gate  is  built  with  two 
large  pieces  of  timber  which  cross  each  other  at  the  top  and  against 
this  gate  timbers  are  inclined  forming  a  sort  of  fence  called  '  Tome' 
meaning  "  timber  obstructor."  One  day  this  gate  is  closed  to  collect 
timbers  and  on  the  next  it  is  opened  to  send  them  to  the  Sade,  so 
that  the  gate  is  shut  and  opened  on  alternate  davs.  Just  outside 
the  Tome  or  gate,  timbers  are  horizontally  arranged  for  6  or  8  yards, 
called  '  shura '  and  this  is  continued  as  far  as  the  Sade  proper. 
For  the  construction  of  the  *  Sade  '  a  support  called  *  Toriidai '  is 
first  built  of  two  pillars  to  which  a  horizontal  beam  called  '  Udegi' 
2  to  4  yards  long  is  fastened.  Such  supports  are  built  at  the  dis- 
tance of  6  to  8  yards  from  one  another,  their  heights  being  altered 
to  form  the  desired  inclination.  •  Then  a  long  piece  of  wood  called 

*  Sao '  is  stretched  from  one  Uuegi  of  one  support  to  that  of 
another  on  both  its  sides  and  the  distance  between  two  Sao 
is  about  five  feet.  Across  the  Sao  trough  shaped  timbers 
called  '  Tonkase  '  are  fastened ;  and  parallel  with  them,  beams  of 
three  to  four  inches  diameter  are  arranged  at  the  distance  of  one 
foot  from  each  other.  These  latter  are  called  '  Yorai '  and  twigs 
of  '  Hinoki '  (  Thuya  dolabrata)  are  woven  across  them,  the  ends  of 
the  twigs  always  projecting  below,  so  as  to  leave  the  upper  surface 
smooth.  These  are  then  firmly  fastened  by  timbers  fixed  on  both 
sides  called  '  Kategi.'  The  space  between  two  Kategi  is  about  three 
feet,  and  this  forms  a  floor  on  which  the  timber  slides  down.  Such 
an  arrangement  is  known  as  '  Tamba  Sade.'  There  is  another 
called    '  Nora    Sade '  in    which   the   sliding    surface    consists    of 

•  Sawara '  ( Thuya  pisifera)  boards  one  foot  four  inches  broad  and 
4  feet  five  inches  thick  instead  of  net-work.  In  both  cases  Kateji 
and  Tonkase  are  supported  by  pillars  to  make  than  firm.  '  Tamba' 
Sade  is  constructed  at  those  places  where  the  inclination  is  not  very 

f-eat,  while  the  *  Nora '  is  better  fitted  for  greater  inclinations, 
or  bending  the  course  of  the  sliding  floor,  an  arrangement  known 
as  '  Usu  '  is  provided.  This  consists  of  a  sort  of  elastic  wall  built 
of  the  bark  of  the  Thuya  dolahrata  at  some  distance  from  the  Sade 
and  in  front  of  this  wall  a  pale  inclined  at  an  angle  of  about  45 
called  *  Suribo  '  is  provided.  Now  a  piece  of  timber  on  coming  to 
the  extremity  of  the  sliding  floor  dashes  against  the  wall  or  usu,  out 
one  of  its  ends  rests  on  the  inclined  pole  or  Suribo,  so  that  this  end 
immediately  slides  down  the  pole  and  enters  on  a  second  floor.  There 
is  another  inclined  pole  called  '  Koshinchibo '  by  the  side  of  the 
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4  to  5,000  pieces  of  timber  can  be  transported  in  a  day.  Some- 
times, however,  timbers  get  stopped  on  the  way,  hence  labourers  are 
distributed  here  and  there  to  manage  them.  There  are  also  two  or 
three  persons  stationed  at  high  places,  who  watch  how  the  timbers 
get  down  and  in  case  they  slide  down  too  fast  or  if  there  happens 
to  be  any  obstacle,  they  report  the  matter  to  the  Tome  to  send  out 
wood  more  slowly  or  to  stop  entirely.  In  case  of  Nora  Sade,  the 
velocity  of  the  sliding  timbers  is  great  and  they  often  jump  out  of 
the  proper  course,  hence,  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  an  arrange- 
ment called  *  Noren '  is  provided,  which  is  made  by  hanging 
timbers  from  a  cross-bar  built  over  the  floor,  so  that  their  ends  rest 
on  it,  and  the  pieces  on  sliding  down  must  creep  under  them  :  thus 
the  velocity  gets  much  slackened,  and  their  falling  off  is  prevented. 
If,  on  account  of  the  inclination  of  Sade  being  too  great,  the  timbers 
slide  down  too  fast  the  floor  is  covered  with  fine  earth  which,  caus- 
ing friction,  slackens  the  speed — if  the  contrary  be  the  case,  water 
is  sprinkled  on  the  surface  to  make  the  timbers  slide  quicker.  The 
construction  of  Sade  requires  a  great  deal  of  material  as  well  as  of 
labour,  so  in  places  where  there  is  a  stream  that  can  be  made  use  of, 
advantage  is  taken  of  it  even  for  a  short  distance  and  the  mode  of 
transport  under  such  circumstanced,  goes  by  the  name  of  '  Shura- 
dashi.'  For  constructing  it,  timbers  are  first  piled  in  a  slightly 
concave  form  at  the  extremity  of  the  sliding  floor.  When  timbers 
that  are  sent  down  are  collected  all  along  the  sides  of  the  stream, 
other  timbers  are  arranged  longitudinally,  and  to  make  the  water  as 
as  deep  as  possible,  a  weir  is  built  at  the  lowest  part  by  piling  up 
timbers  in  many  layers  called  "  Segi."  This  consists  really  of  two 
parts,  the  lower  and  the  upper,  called  respectively  '  Takasegi '  and 
*  Dwasegi.'  The  lower  one  is  made  by  piling  up  timbers  horizontally 
and  the  Uwasegi  is  constructed  by  heaping  timber  in  a  slanting 
position.  All  uie  crevices  through  which  water  flows  are  carefully 
stopped  by  inserting  weeds,  tufts  of  moss  or  leaves  of  plants,  and  by 
this  neans  the  shura  is  watered  as  far  as  possible,  and  timbers  sent 
down  and  when  they  come  to  the  segi  or  weir  they  are  transferred 
to  the  next  shura  by  men.  All  the  timbers  used  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  several  parts  are  eventually  themselves  brought  out, 
commencing  with  those  at  the  uppermost  place.  Sade  and  Shura 
are  most  economically  used  for  the  transport  of  about  30,000 
timbers,  because  the  expenses  of  construction  and  the  number  of 
men  required  are  the  same  for  as  for  a  less  quantity  of  the  timber. 
But  if  the  number  of  the  pieces  of  the  timber  to  be  dealt  with  comes 
to  as  many  as  40,000  or  50,000,  many  things  get  mixed  up  and 
<;annot  be  managed  properly.  The  whole  construction  requires  a 
most  experiencea  person  to  manage  it,  otherwise,  not  only  is  much 
time  spent  in  transport  but  many  parts  happen  to  break  and  during 
the  time  of  mending,  labourers  must  be  paid  without  any  work  to 
do,  whieh  oatnes  a  great  loss. 

R.  C.  W. 
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forest  Administration  in  the  Central  Provinces 

Sir, 

"  Tuscan,"  in  your  October  number,  though  he,  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  his  article,  gives  a  very  good  reason  why  the  Divisional 
Forest  Officers  in  the  Central  Provinces  have  been  nnable  to  make 
any  working  plans  for  their  forests  for  he  mentions  the  enormous  areas 
in  charge  of  each  officer,  is  somewhat  hard  on  the  Department.  He  is 
also  incorrect  in  one  or  two  minor  matters  and  as  to  working  plans, 
simple  plans  of  rotation  of  felling  were  drawn  up  and  sanctioned  in 
two  large  forests  in  my  charge.  Of  other  divisions  I  cannot  speak 
but  before  I  left  the  Provinces,  I  had  prepared  data  for  the  worting 
on  the  same  system  of  another  forest  of  sixty  square  miles.  Still,  1 
must  admit  that  Tuscan's  strictures  are  merited  to  a  certain  degree, 
and  that  more  might  have  been  done  in  the  way  of  simple  plans 
which  would  have  restricted  the  fellings  to  certain  defined  areas 
and  to  certain  age  classes  and  thereby  prevented  damage  being 
done  by  indiscriminate  cuttings  uncontrolled  and  unlimited.  But 
the  part  of  Tuscan's  letter  which  I  wish  to  notice  is  the  last.  Is 
it  not  possible  to  devise  some  scheme  which,  while  controlling  the 
exploitation  of  the  Forests,  will  relieve  the  populace  of  the  harassing 
rules  in  connection  with  the  purchase  and  use  of  licenses,  and  the 
Department  of  the  awful  incubus  of  license  accounts  and  at  the 
same  time,  secure  a  revenue  worthy  of  the  enormous  area  in  charge 
of  the  Department ;  and  this  without  reverting  to  that  barbarous 
and,  as  all  Central  Provinces  Forest  Officers  thought,  by-gone 
system  of  commutation  ? 

I  myself  believe  such  is  possible.  That  we  will  ever  be  able 
to  do  away  with  licenses  in  the  Central  Provinces  I  most  deferenti- 
ally  beg  to  deny.  The  populace  has  to  resort  to  the  Reserved 
Forests  for  such  a  very  large  proportion  of  their  forest  wants  and 
their  transactions  are  each  on  sucn  a  small  scale,  that  the  license, 
objectionable  as  it  may  be  in  some  person's  eyes — must  be  retained » 
But  the  present  system  of  sale  and  accounts  should  be  and  can  be 
abolished.  Last  year  a  system  of  adhesive  stamps  was  proposed, — 
put  into  practical  shape  and — for  some  unknown  reason  to  me, — 
put  aside.  This  would  have  relieved  the  Department  of  an 
mmiense  amount  of  account  and  facilitated  the  purchase  of  licenses 
to  the  public,  but  it  was  insufficient. 
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Briefly,  my  suggestions  are,  that  the  forests,  those  which  it  is 
intended  shall  be  permanently  maintained  as  such,  be  divided  into 
two  classes,  one  to  supply  large  timber,  the  other  small  building 
wood  and  firewood.  The  first  class  would  be  worked  under  carefully 
prepared  working  plans  which  would  have  the  creation  of  high 
timber  in  view,  the  second,  on  much  simpler  lines,  laid  down  to 
secure  a  good  growth  of  poles,  the  demand  for  which  is  enormous. 
This  second  class  should  be  the  one  first  taken  in  hand.  The 
classification  of  the  forests  should  not  be  a  difficult  matter.  The 
forests  of  the  Central  Provinces  are  now  nearly  all  well-known  and 
the  only  point  to  be  kept  well  in  view  would  be,  not  to  include  in  the 
first  class  any  but  those  forests  in  which  the  growth  of  large  timber 
is  certain.  Thus  it  might  possibly  happen  that  all  the  forests  of  a 
division  would  be  in  the  second  class. 

Having  classified  the  forests  and  fixed  a  cycle  of  rotation,  the 
next  point  would  be  the  control  of  the  collection  of  revenue.  In  the 
first  class  of  forests,  as  all  cuttings  would  be  most  rigidly  limited, 
this  question  would  be  easily  answered  ;  but  the  problem  in  the 
second  class  is  not  so  easy,  for  we  have  to  prevent  fraud  and  yet 
allow  access  by  the  public  to  the  forests  with  as  little  restriction  as 
possible.  I  would  fix  the  limits  of  the  coupe,  the  age  class  of  trees 
to  be  felled,  or  kinds  of  trees,  the  meaning  of  "  firewood  "  and 
what  may  be  felled  as  such,  and  them  guard  each  coupe  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  Forest  posts  located  either  on  the  edge  of  the 
forest  or  wherever  most  convenient.  I  would  then  issue  tickets 
for  sale  at  Treasuries,  Police  Stations  or  with  private  vendors  who 
would  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the  executive  staff  of  the 
Forest  Department.  These  tickets  would  represent  so  much  money 
and  would  be  available  for  any  produce  whatsoever.  The 
intending  remover  having  purchased  tickets  representing  the 
value  01  the  produce  he  wishes  to  remove,  would  go  into 
the  open  compartment  or  block,  cut  what  he  wanted  and  on 
his  way  out  exchange  his  ticket  for  a  small  pass  representing  the 
quantity  and  kind  of  produce  removed.  These  tickets  would 
be  available  at  any  time,  so  that  a  man  might  purchase  a 
lot  when  in  funds  and  use  them  up  as  he  wanted  forest  pro- 
duce. The  pass  he  would  obtain  in  exchange  would  have  every- 
thing printed,  the  only  entry  made  on  it  at  the  time  of  exchanging 
it  for  a  ticket  being  the  date.  It  would  be  in  duplicate  and  from 
the  foils,  accounts  of  the  quantities  and  kinds  of  produce 
removed  might  be  made  up.  The  tickets  would  be';equally  available 
for  grazing. 

I  think  that  this  scheme  would  meet  the  wants  of  both  parties. 
"Working  of  the  forests  would  be  regulated  and  controlled,  statistics 
of  yield  obtained,  and  the  payment  for  and  removal  of  produce 
subjected  to  a  minimum  of  trouble.  What  say  the  Central 
Provinces  Foresters  to  this  ? 

7th  November,  1892.  KODAGU. 
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Seeds  of  the  Sugar  ^aple. 

My  Dbab  Sib  : — 

In  the  September  number  of  the  Indian  Forester  you  request 
some  subscriber  to  give  you  the  name  of  a  Canadian  or  American 
Seed  dealer  from  whom  you  can  obtain  the  seeds  of  the  Acer 
saccharinum.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  send  you  the  name  of  the 
firm  of  Thos.  Meehan  &  Son  of  Germantown,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
from  whom  you  can  obtain  the  seed  required.  I  am  afraid,  however, 
that  it  will  be  a  matter  of  uncertainty  as  to  its  arriving  in  proper 
condition  for  germinating,  as  the  seed  must  be  planted  as  soon  as 
ripe.     However,  it  is  worth  the  trial. 

If  we  can  at  any  time  give  you  any  information  in  regard  to 
the  trees  or  forest  conditions  of  the  United  States,  1  trust  you  will 
not  hesitate  to  call  on  us. 

I  am.  Sir,  &o., 
JOHN  D.  JONES, 
Assistant  Chief  of  Division. 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agbiculturb, 

Division  of  Forestry. 


The  flowering  of  Bamboos  in  Travancore. 

Sib, 

The  following  notes  may  be  interesting : — Bambusa  arundinacea 
flowered  in  South  Travancore  in  1816-17  according  to  Lieut. 
Ward,  then  engaged  on  a  survey  of  the  country.  It  flowered 
again  over  the  same  area  in  1869-70.  Throughout  the  northern 
half  of  the  State  this  bamboo  flowered  in  1880-81. 

Oxytenantliera  Bourdilloru^  the  thornless  hill-bamboo,  flowered 
in  1888-89. 

Teinostachyum  Wightianum,  a  hill  reed,  flowered  everywhere 
in  1887-88.     It  is  said  to  flower  only  at  very  long  intervals. 

Ochlandra  travancorica  is  said  to  flower  every  seven  years. 
Different  valleys  flower  at  different  times. 

T.  F.  B. 
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Kules  for  obtaining  Photographic  I^ecords  of  selected 
forest  areas. 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  results  attending  the  protection  of 
forests  from  indiscriminate  cutting,  lopping,  gi-azing,  and  especially 
from  fire,  as  well  as  to  indicate  the  progress  of  plantations  or  other 
reboisement  works,  it  has  been  decided  to  start  a  system  of  photo- 
graphic records  for  selected  forest  areas.  Photographs  of  these 
areas  will  be  taken  periodically,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  series 
of  views  thus  obtained  wiU  be  a  most  valuable  aid  in  showing  the 
results  which  may  be  and  are  obtained  from  forest  protection. 
Forest  officers  are  frequently  met  with  the  remark  that  in  specified 
localities  forest  protection  can  yield  no  material  or  beneficial 
results  ;  and  occasionally  the  pendulum  of  official  opinion  and 
action  swings  backw^ards  because  no  more  convincing  proofs  of 
progress  can  be  adduced  than  written  records,  often  those  of 
foresters  who  have  retired,  and  evidence  of  this  kind  is  not  always 
accepted. 

It  is  desirable,  iniorder  to  obtain  the  best  results,  that,  as  a  rule, 
photographs  should  be  taken  (1)  of  areas  at  the  time  they  are  first 
protected  from  fire  or  closed  to  grazing  &c.  ;  and  (2)  of  areas 
which  have  been  protected  for  some  time,  and  which  it  is  decided 
to  throw  open  again  to  grazing,  &c.  To  carry  out  this  purpose, 
two  cameras,  together  with  all  materials  necessary  for  taking 
photographs  in  camp,  will  be  supplied  by  Government,  and  the 
following  rules  are  laid  down  for  tne  use  of  the  cameras  and  for 
guidance  in  taking  photographs  : — 

I.  One  of  tne  cameras  will  be  under  the  charge  of  the 
Director  of  the  Imperial  Forest  School,  and  the  other 
undet  the  charge  of  the  Superintendent  of  Forest 
Surveys.  Both  cameras  will  be  available  for  use  in 
any  part  of  the  Bengal  Presidency,  and  Conservators 
desirous  of  having  a  photograph  taken  of  any  special 
locality  should  apply  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Inspec- 
tor-General of  Forests,  stating  the  object  of  the 
proposed  photographic  record,  as  well  as  the  name  and 
the  qualifications  in  photography  of  the  officers  whom 
it  is  proposed  to  entrust  with  the  camera.  The 
Inspector-General  of  Forests,  if  he  approves  of  the 
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application,  will  then  arrange,  either  with  the  Director 
of  the  Forest  School  or  with  the  Superintendent  of 
Forest  Surveys,  for  the  supply  of  one  of  the  cameras. 

II.  The  Director  of  the  Forest  School  will  determine,  as 

regards  the  camera  under  his  charge,  what  photographs 
should  be  taken  for  purposes  of  instruction  at  the 
School,  and  by  which  of  the  School  officers  the  record 
will  be  made.  If  the  camera  is  sent  out  with  a  party 
of  the  School  students  under  the  Deputy  Director  or  an 
Instructor,  the  officer  in  charge  oi  the  party  will,  in 
communication  with  the  local  Divisional  Forest  Officer, 
select  for  operations  such  places  as  it  may  be  considered 
desirable  to  photograph,  reporting  what  he  has  done  to 
the  Director. 

III.  Similarly,  the  Superintendent  of  Forest  Surveys  will 
determine  how,  and  by  which  of  the  officers  serving 
under  him  the  camera  in  his  charge  is  to  be  employed. 

IV.  In  order  to  ensure  that  for  each  locality  of  which  a 
record  is  made,  the  same  field  of  view  may  be  obtained, 
the  spot  at  which  the  camera  was  originally  set  up 
should  be  durably  marked  by  a  permanent  benchmark, 
or,  if  this  is  impossible,  by  a  record  of  the  exact  distance 
of  the  spot  from  each  of  two  permanent  bench-marks. 
For  purposes  of  comparison,  tne  camera  should  always 
be  set  up  for  each  locality  considered  at  the  same  height 
from  the  ground,  and  each  successive  photograph  of 
the  same  series  should  embrace  the  same  field  of  view. 

V.  The  interval  between  the  taking  of  two  successive  photo- 

graphs of  the  same  locality  will  ordinarily  be  five 
years  ;  otherwise  the  interval  will  be  that  recommended 
by  the  first  operator  and  approved  by  the  local  Con- 
servator. All  successive  pnotographs  must  be  taken  at 
the  same  season,  and  as  nearly  as  can  be  on  the  same 
date. 

VI.  In  order  to  better  illustrate  the  rate  of  growth  of 
vegetation,  arrangements  should  be  made  either  (a)  for 
a  graduated  levelling  staff,  or  pole  with  divisions  and 
figures  in  feet  clearly  marked  upon  it,  to  be  placed  in 
a  conspicuous  position  in  the  fore-ground  on  a  previously 
constructed  bench-mark,  or  on  a  site  definitely  fixed 
by  angle  and  distance  measurements  from  the  camera 
bench-mark,  so  that  it  may  be  possible,  with  the  aid  of 
a  magnifyine  glass,  to  read  the  figures  on  the  photo- 
graph ;  or  (6)  for  a  small  group  of  the  natives  of  the 
locality  to  be  stationed  at  a  similar  place  in  the  fore- 
ground, with  a  few  others,  if  desired,  scattered  at 
various  other  points  in  the  field  of  view. 

VII.  A  register  of  particulars  will  be  maintained  by  the 
Divisional  Officer  (copy  being  kept  in  the  offices  of  the 
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Director  of  the  Forest  School  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Forest  Surveys  respectively),  in  which  will  be  record- 
ed in  suitable  columns — 

(a)  the  number  of  the  negative  and  size  of  plate  ; 

(b)  the  date  and  hour  of  the  day  ; 

(c)  the   position    of  the   bench-mark  or  marks  as 

required  by  Rule  IV  ; 

(d)  the  height  of  the  camera-stand  from  the  ground ; 

(e)  the  needle  bearing  of  the  edge  of  the  camera  ; 

(/')  the  position  of  the  bench-mark  of  the  measure- 
ment staflF  or  of  the  group  referred  to  in 
Rule  VI  ; 

(^)  the  general  state  of  weather  at  the  time,  es- 
pecially as  regards   cloud  [the  size   of  '  stop  * 
used  should  be  noted]  ; 
(A)  a  short  description  of  the  locality  and  its  vege- 
tation ; 
(e)  the  special  reasons  for  which  the  photographs 
were  taken,  with  any   additional  information, 
such  as  the  dates  of  closing  of  the  tract  to 
fire,  grazing,  &c.  ; 
(j)  the  period  recommended  as  best  to  be  adopted 

between  each  two  successive  photographs  ; 
(A)  the  name  of  the  operator. 
A  special  page  or  pages  should  be  set  apart  for  each 
view  taken,  so  as  to  allow  of  easy  comparison  between 
successive  entries.  A  copy  of  tne  entry  should  be  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Conservator  of  Forests  of  the 
Circle  in  which  the  place  is  situated,  so  as  to  provide 
against  the  possible  loss  of  the  register. 
VIII.  The  negatives  taken  should  all  be  numbered  serially  in 
agreement  with  the  numbers  given  in  the  register,  and 
should  then  be  sent  to  the  Photographic  Office  of  the 
Survey  of  India  Department,  Calcutta,  where  they  will 
be  stored,  and  from  whence  prints  will  be  obtainable 
on  regular  indents.  A  copy  of  each  photograph  taken 
should  invariably  be  suppUed  by  the  Conservator,  Ac, 
as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  undermentioned 
authorities  : — 

Q  Inspector  General  of  Forests, 
"(ii)  Director  of  the  Forest  School. 
Superintendent  of  Forert  Surveys. 
Conservator  of  the  Province  or  Circle. 
Divisional  Forest  Officer. 
IX.  When  the  cameras  are  used  for  private  purposes,  such 
as  photographing  camps  or  other  views  not  necessary 
for  the  requirements  of  the  Forest  Department,   Gov- 
ernment plates  and  other  materials  must  not  be  used 
for  negatives  or  for  the  printing  of  photographs. 
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Review   of  Forest  Adroidistratioa   in    British   India, 

FOR  1890-91. 
BY  THE   INSPECTOR  GENERAL  OF   FORESTS.   . 

This  publication  has  come  so  late  that  we  hardly  think  it 
necessary  to  review  it.  But  as  there  are  many  statements  of  the 
greatest  interest,  we  prefer  to  select  from  these  for  the  information 
of  our  readers  and  especially   of  those  at  a  distance. 

(1)    Import ANOK  of  bringing  all  forest  and  waste  lands 

UNDER   THE   ACTS. 

"  In  several  provinces  extensive  tracts  of  waste  lands  still 
'  exist,  which,  though  they  belong  to  the  State,    have    not    as    yet 

*  been  brought  under  the  control  of    the    Forest    Department,    or 

*  under  any  other  systematic  control.     There  are  no   means   at   the 

*  disposal   of  the     Local   Governments   by   which   a   conservative 

*  management  of  such  lands  can  be  secured  as  effectively   and   with 

*  such  perfect  justice  to  all  parties  interested  as  by  reservation 
'  under  the  Forest  Act,  and  the    reason  why    this  course    has    not 

*  be  more  widely  followed  lies  presumably  in  the  fact  that  all  State 
'  lands  finally  settled  under  the  Forest  Law  are  denominated  "  Re- 

*  served  Forest,"  and  in  the  belief  which  arose,  as  a  natural   conse- 

*  quence   of  this   name,   tha.t  the  Local  Governments  would  utilize 

*  such  areas  only  for  purposes  of  Forestry.  This,  however,  is  not 
'  the  case,  and  it  rests  with  local  authorities  to  use  their  settled 
'  State  lands  in  any  way  they  may  consider  most  advantageous  to 
'  the  general  welfare  of  the  people  and  to  the  revenues  of  the  State, 
'  so  long  as  such  use  does  not  interfere  with   vested   rights   on   the 

*  one  hand,  or  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  forests   on   the   other. 

*  In  order  to  enable  them  to  gauge  with  greater  certainty  the  ad- 
'  vantages  of  a  wider  application  of  the  procedure   for   the   settle- 

*  ment  and   reservation  of  State   lands,   the    Government   of  India 

*  have  issued,  during  the  present  year,  an  important  Circular^  No. 
« 17 — 105  {AgrL),  dated  15th  July,  1891,  asking  Local  Govem- 
'  ments  to  analyze  the   State    lands    district    by    district,   and    to 

*  classify  them  in  accordance  with  main  purposes  which  they  should 
'  serve,  and  for  which  they  should  be  systematically  treated. 

'  There  is  no  doubt  that  under  the  idea  that  Reserved   Forests 

*  were  intended  merely   for   the   growth  of  timber  and   fuel,   only 

*  such  areas  were  as  a  rule  selected  and  reserved  as  either  answered  • 

*  that  purpose  or  were  considered  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
'  hill-sides  and  the  underlying  cultivation  dependent  on   such   pro- 

*  tection.  Nevertheless,  it  is  quite  possible  that  areas  were  includ- 
'  ed,  especially  during  the  earlier  period  of  reservation,  which  are 
'  fit  for  permanent  and  selfsupporting   cultivation,   such   as   would 

*  require  no  support  in  the  shape  of  forest  rights  or  other  conces- 
<  sions  over  land  outside  the  limits  of  the  cdtivated   area.     Under 
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'  these  circumstances,  proAtided  the  forests  are  sufficiently  exten- 
'  sive  to  meet  the  demands  made  on  them  for   forest  produce,   and 

*  are  not  required  for  protective  purposes,  there  is  no  reason  why 
'  such  lands  should  not  be  let  out  for  cultivation,  or  be  even  aliena^ 
'  ed  ;  for  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  State   revenues   and   the   forest 

*  administration  to  develop  and  increase  the  local  markets  for  the 
'consumption  of  forest  produce.     The   importance   and  value  of 

*  fodder  reserves  created  for  that  purpose  are  largely  increased  by 
'  their  proximity  to  cultivated   areas.     Such    supply    not    only    a 

*  market  for  the  produce  of  the  reserve  but  the   labour  necessary  for 

*  the  cutting  and  gathering  of  the  crop.  Every  forest  area,  closed 
'  against  grazing,  may  be  used  as  a  fodder  reserve  as   soon   at   the 

*  young  tree  growth  nas  sufficiently  advanced  in  size  to   escape  be- 

*  ing  cut  with  the  fodder  grasses.     Areas  should  only  be  classed   as 

*  bond  jide  pastures,  which  either  bear  no  forest  growth  for  climatic 
'  reasons,    or  the  protection   or  afiForestation  of  which  is  of  no  con- 

*  sequence  to  the  surrounding  country.  In  connection  with  the 
'  pastoral  requirements  of  agricultural  communities,  two  facts   must 

*  always  be  kept  in  view,  the  first  being  that  such  requirements  can 
'  to  a  great  extent  be  met  from  State  lands,  even  under  a   sylvicul- 

*  tural  treatment,  by  keeping  open  to  grazing  a  certain  portion, 
'  varying  according  to  circumstances  between  30  to  60  per  cent ;  the 
'  second,  that  with  the  advance  in  agriculture,   and   consequent  in- 

*  crease  in  the  culture  of  fodder  crops  which  occurs  in  every  peace- 
'  ful  aud  well  administered  country,  the  demands  on  pastoral   lands 

*  and  forest-grazing  diminish." 

(2).    Working  plans  atd  Improvement  fbllinos. 

"  It  is  under  present  circumstances  undesirable  that  the   more 

*  or  less  stereotyped  pattern  of  working-plan  of  continental  Europe, 

*  especially  that  of  Germany,  which  has  developed  to  a  great  extent 

*  simultaneously  with  a  system  of  equi-aged  crops,  should  be  grafted 

*  on  our  Indian  Forest  Administration,  as  we  have  in  this  country 
'  almost  invariably  to  deal  with  forests  in  which  the  age-classes  are 
'  intermixed,  and  which,  consequently,  require  a  more   natural   and 

*  less  constrained  treatment. 

'  No  doubt  a  very  large  proportion  of  our  Indian  forests  are  in 

*  the  same  condition,  and  frequently  in   a    worse    state    than    that 

*  which,  in  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century,  led,  on  the  Continent, 

*  principally  in  Germany,  to  the  more  or  less   general   adoption   of 

*  the  treatment  under  equi-aged  crops.  The  former  have  been  in 
'  most  instances  ruined  by  centuries  of  mismanagement  and  are  even 

*  now  subjected  to  extensive— frequently  excessive — grazing  ;  and 
'  this  makes  it  doubtless  necessary  that  the  reproduction  and  young 

*  growth  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  concentrated  withm  de- 
emed areas  in  order  to  render  their  pretection  and  proper  treat- 
'ment  feasible. 

*  To  a  great  extent,  however,  this  purpose  can  be  arrived  at  b j 

*  a  mercj  locwzation  of  the  exploitation  of  the  forest  and  by  a  rottlr 
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'  tion  of  fellings,  and,  consequently,  by  a  treatment  based   purely 

*  on  area  and  flie  sylvicultural  requirements  of  each  component  part 

*  of  the  forests.    In  the  great  majority  of  the  Indian  forests,  especi- 

*  ally  in  regard  to  those  which  have   been  subjected   to   fires,  over- 

*  grazing  or  periodical  cultivation,    the   most   suitable   sylvicultural 

*  treatment  consists  without  doubt  in  improvement  fellings,  more 
'  or  less  severe  as  demanded  by  the  local  conditions  of  climate, 
'  position,  soil,  and  the  character  of  the  existing  forest.  It  goes 
'  without  saying  that'  the  areas  thus  treated  must  be  closed  strictly 
'  against  grazing  for  a  period  sufficiently  long  to  admit  of  the  young 

*  growth  outgrowing  all  possibility  of  damage  from  this  cause,   and 

*  it  is  this  consideration  which  to  a  great  extent  must  affect  the 
'  length  of  the  period  of  the  return  of  the  fellings  to  the  same  loca- 
'  lity.  The  greater  the  area  of  a  forest  which  can  be  entirely  closed 
'  to  grazing  and  which  can  be  successfully  fire-protected,  the  more 
'  rapid  may  be  this  return,  and  within  certain  limits,  dictated  by  the 
'  opening  out  of  the  canopy,  necessary  for  the  exposure  of  soil  and 
'  the  admission  of  light  required  to  ensure  reproduction  and  to  fav- 

*  our  young  growth,  the  more  rational  can  be  the  treatment." 

(3).    The  late  Mr.  D'Aroy's  notice  on  the  preparation  of 
Working  Plans. 

"  This  review  of  the  progress  made  in  the  preparation  of  work- 
'  ing-plans  cannot  be  more  fittingly  closed  than  by  noting,  in  grate- 
'ful  remembrance,  the  services  rendered  in  this  branch  of  forest 
'  administration  by  the  late  Mr.  D'Arcy,  both  as  Assistant  Inspec- 
'  tor-General  of  Forests  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  work  and  by 
'  the  publication  of  his  valuable  little  book  "  Notes  on  the  Prepara- 
'  tion  of  Working-Plans." 

(4).    Grazing. 

"  Grazing,  as  has  been  frequently  stated,  is  doubtless  the  most 
'  wasteful  manner  in  which  a  fodder-crop  can    be    reaped,    and   as 

*  agriculture  advances  its  importance  falls    more    into    the    backr 

*  ground.     Moreover,  grazing  in  the  forests  to  be  maintained  unde- 

*  tree-growth  has  the  further  disadvantage  that  by  it  the  develop- 
'  ment  of  young  growth  is  either  destroyed  or  impeded.     The   pre- 

*  sent  agricultural  development,  however,  of  the  greater  portion  of 
'  the  Indian  Empire  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  permit  anything 

*  else  than  a  gradual  restriction  of  the  previous  custom,  under 
'which  the  nerds,  unrestricted  as  regards  numbers  or  seasons, 
'  roamed  over  the  whole  of  the  unoccupied  areas." 

"  Lands  which,  for  one  or  other  of  the  various  reasons   which 

*  demand  such  a  course,  it  is  desirable  to  maintain  or  place  under 
'  forest  growth,  doubtless  require  a  different  treatment  from  those 
'which  can,  without  prejudice,  be  utilized /?rem(i /aci^  as  pasture 
'  lands  ;  for  as  regards  the  former  it  is  imperative  that  a  consider- 
'  able  portion  should  be  closed  periodically  for  a  time  of  sufficient 
'  length  to  allow  of  the  establishment  of  reproduction  and  its  growth 
'  beyond  the  reach  of  danger  from  cattle  ;  whereas,  in  ^e  case  of 
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*  the  latter,  it  will  suffice  to  close  the  areas  for   the   period   dnring 

*  which  grass  is  growing.  In  either  case  it  is  necessaiy  for  a 
^  rational  treatment  that  the  number  of  cattle  admitted  and  the 

*  period  of  such  admission  should  be  further  restricted  in  proportion 

*  to  the  possible  fodder-yield  of  each  area. 

*  In  whatever  category  the  waste  land  belonging  to  the   State 

*  may  be  classed  in  accordance  with  the  policy  promulgated  by  the 
'  Government  of  India,  it  is  necessary   that  endeavours  should  be 

*  made,  as   far  as   circumstances   permit,  to   ensure  eventually  its 

*  systematic  treatment.     This  may,  especially  as  regards  areas  sub- 

*  ject  to  grazing,  not  always  be  possible  in  the  immediate  future. 
'  Similarity,   for   example,  may  be  inevitable,   at  the   outset,  in 

*  grazing  regulations.     But  in  such  a   case  it  is  important  that  the 

*  regulations   should   be   provisional   in   character,  and  capable  of 

*  amendment  to  suit  altered   conditions   and   requirements.     Great 

*  caution   should,   in   particular,    be   exercised  in  the   grant  over 

*  reserved  forests  of  grazing  privileges,  either  free,   or   at  rates  dif- 

*  ferentiated  in  favour  of  agricutural  cattle  or  of  cattle  belonging 
'  to  villages  adjoining  forests.     Besides  the  .injury  to  revenue  result- 

*  ing  from  the  grant  of  such  privileges,   administrative   embarrass- 

*  ment  may  be  caused  when  it  is  considered  desirable  to   withdraw 

*  them.  Difficulty  has  also  been  found  in  distinguishing  between 
'  privileged  and  other  cattle.  This  difficulty,  however,  might  to  a 
'  great  extent  be  met  by  demanding  in  the  first  instance   the   same 

*  fee  from  all  cattle  except  those  of  bond  fide  right-holders,   and   by 

*  refunding  the  same  or  part  thereof  through  the   revenue   adminis- 

*  tration  to  such  persons  as  the  Government  may  declare  to  be   pri- 

*  vileged." 

(5).    Natural  rbproduotion  and  thb  means  of  assisting  it. 

"  It  may  be  accepted  that  the  success  or  failure  of  natural   re- 

*  production  depends,  in  proportion  with  the  dryness  of  the  climate, 

*  on  successful  protection  from  fire  and  grazing  and  from  the   remo- 

*  val  of  vegetable  mould  or  of  the  leaves  which  form  this  mould  by 

*  their  decomposition.  To  prevent  fires  and  to  prohibit  or  regulate 
'  grazing  and  the  removal  01  mould   as   far   as  is- compatible   with 

*  other  circumstances,  is  consequently  one   of  the   most  important 

*  duties  of  a   forest  administration.     It  is  not,   however,   merely 

*  forest  reproduction  that  the  Indian  forester  has  to  secure,  but  the 

*  right  kind  of  reproduction  ;  and  this  is  a  problem  which  presents 

*  frequently  the  greatest  difficulties,  and  is,  under  existing  circums- 

*  tances,  sometimes  unattainable.     Much  can,  however,  be   done   in 

*  directing  the  course  of  the  process  of  reproduction  into  the  desired 

*  lines  by  felling  or  girdling  round  trees  of  the  species  it  is  intended 
'  to  foster  with  a  view  to  establishing  groups  of  advance-growth  of 

*  ihe  more  valuable  kinds. 

'  Such  girdling  should  take  place  even   around   younger  trees 

*  of  the  favoured  species,  in  order  to  allow  of  their  maturing   at  an 

*  earlier  age  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.'' 
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(6).    Analysis  of  Financial  Results. 

The  table  below  contains  an  analysis  of  the  Bevenne  and   Ex- 
penditure : — 


f{a)  Wood 

J  (ft)  Minor  forest  produce 

OrM8  Receipta.^  ^^j  B^^nue  from  foreate  not  managed  by  Qov- 
emmetit, 
^(e)  MissellaneooB 

Total     ... 


Ba. 

1,11.78.610 
15,0.'{,187 
.17,35,167 

2,63.014 
2,87,267 

1,49.67.136 


/ 


{a)  Administration*.  4 


{b)   Working 


{e)  Expenditure  on    realization  of  revenue 
forests  not  managed  by  Government 

{d)  Forest  Science  and  Education  (including  all 
**  A"  and   **  B  "  charges.  Forest  School)    ... 

Total    ... 


(e)  Foreat  Settlementa  (including  compensation) 
(/*)  Forest  Surveys 
ig)  Forest  Demarcation 

Total    ... 


Grand  Total  Expenditure 


Prcportion  of 

Expenditure 

toGroaa 

Receipts 

Ra.        Per  cent. 


(i)  Superior  staff 
(ii)  Subordinate  staff  (in- 
cluding Rangers, 
Foresters,  and  Forest 
Guards) 
(iii)  Cost  of  Offices  (includ- 
ing contingencies)  ... 

(i)  Cost  of  extraction  .. 
(ii)  Roads  and  Buildings 
(iii)  Fire  protection 
(iv)  Cultural  operations... 
(v)  Live-stock,  stores  and 

plant 
(vi)  Working  Plans 
I  (viij  Rent  of  leased  forests 
'.(viii)  Miscellaneous 


from 


17,42,066 


6.63,899 
80,63,126 


Net  Revenue    ...     69,04,010 


11-64 


12,19,874 

8-16 

6,89,199 

394 

26,97,082 
2,89,308 
2,07,922 
2,90,198 

17-36 
1-93 
1-39 
1-93 

1,99,328 

60,604 

1,11,466 

1,30,202 

1-33 
•41 

•V4 
•87 

8,826 

•06 

63,173 

•33 

76,09.226 

6017 

36,037 
3,97,762 
1,20.100 

•24 

2*66 

*80 
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I'^.-RBrV'JES-WS. 


Reports  on  the  JIorticuturalGardens 

AT    LaHOBB,   SaHABUNPOBB,   LuCKNOW,   and  in   THB   NiLGIBIS, 

FOR   1891-92. 

There  is  not  much  to  be  said  about  the  Agri-Horticultural 
gardens  at  Lahore.  The  income  was  Rs.  13,973  and  the  expendi- 
tnre  Rs.  22,603,  the  former  chiefly  derived  from  the  sale  of  garden 
produce,  and  the  latter  due  to  establishment,  purchase  of  plants  and 
seeds,  manure  and  miscellaneous  items.  The  year  was  unfavourable 
generally,  but  grapes,  figs  and  peaches  did  well.  Queensland 
peaches  yield  a  heavy  crop  of  fruit  with  excellent  flavour.  Agricul- 
tural experiments  yielded  nothing  of  special  interest,  and  the 
giir  manufactured  from  acclimatised  seed  of  Sorghum  saccharatum 
was  not  a  success. 

The  report  of  the  gardens  at  Saharunpore  and  Mussoorie,  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Gollan  is  more  interesting.  A  large 
number  ot  successful  experiments  in  the  growing  and  distribution 
of  various  useful  and  ornamental  plants  are  being  made  ;  among 
fruits,  we  find  the  American  dewberry,  the  Arabian  date  palm, 
the  Avocado  pear,  Japanese  figs,  severals  kinds  of  oranges 
from  Florida,  two  peacnes  also  from  Florida  one  of  which 
is  a  valuable  late  kind,  plums,  persimmon,  the  star  apple,  all 
doing  well,  whereas  there  were  only  a  few  failures  among 
vines,  guava  raised  from  imported  seed,  and  Japanese 
loquats.  Among  vegetables,  the  most  important  experiment  was 
the  introduction  of  22  varieties  of  potatoes  from  the  well-known 
seedsmen,  Sutton  and  Sons,  of  Reading.  The  best  kind  proved  to 
be  Windsor  Castle,  which  yielded  very  large  tubers  of  excellent 
quality  and  quite  free  from  disease.  Then  in  order  Early  Border, 
Mamium  Bonum,  Early  Regent,  Satisfaction,  Masterpiece,  and 
Early  Eclipse.  In  the  orders  of  Government  it  is  said  that 
extracts  from  the  reports  should  be  circulated  to  potato  growers  in 
the  hills  ;  many  of  these  men,  however,  are  natives  who  cannot 
speak  English,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  get  these  remarks 
translated  into  Hindustani  for  their  benefit — ^ftiis  would  form  a 
capital  exercise  for  the  next  examination  of  the  Forest  OflScers  for 
the  Higher  Standard,  and  we  offer  this  suggestion  to  the  authorities 
for  what  it  is  worth. 

A  new  fodder  plant,  Latht/rus  sylvestrisy  did  not   come   up  to 
the  expectations  formed  of  it  by  reading  the  praise   given  it,  in 
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European  Journals  on  horticulture.  It  might  do  better  in  a  more 
temperate  climate. 

The   following   remarks   in    sugar   cane   will   be   read     with 
interest  : — 

"  Sugarcane  (^Saccharum  oficinarum), — lu  the  last  annual  report, 

*  I  noted   that   a   sowing  of  sugarcane  seeds   had  germinated,  but 

*  sometime  after  submission  of  the  report  in  question,  I  regret  to  say 

*  the  supposed  sugarcane  seedlings  turned  out  to  belong  to   various 

*  species  of  wild  grasses,  or,  in  other   words,   proved   to   be   weeds. 

*  The  reported  success    of  last  season   in   raising  sugarcane  from 

*  seed  *  was  therefore  in  realty  a  failure.  I  was  led  astray  by 
'  seeing  the  husks   of  sugarcane  seeds   adhering   to   the  cotyledons 

*  or  seed  leaves  of  some  of  the  grasses  which  appeared  in  the 
'  seed  pans  ;  but  afterwards  it  was  of  course  found  these  had 
'  been  merely  picked  up  by  the  seedling  weeds  as  they  emerged  from 

*  the  soil.  During  the  past  cold  season  two  varieties  of  sugarcane 
'  flowered  profusely  in  some  parts  of  the  district  of  Saharunpore.     In 

*  the  lands  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city,  only  a  few  stray 

*  flowers  were  to  be  met  with,  but  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district 

*  or  close  under  the  Siwalik  range  of  hills  nearly  every  plant  flowered 
'  in  some  fields.     Seed  for   further  experiment  has  tnerefore   been 

*  plentiful  ;  but  owing  to  the  mistake  of  last  year,  I  shall  exercise 
'  more  care  before  passing  an  opinion.     Several  sowings  of  the  seeds 

*  obtained  locally  have  been  made  since  the  commencement  of  March 

*  in  pots  in  beds  made  under   glass  frames,  and  in  beds  made  in  the 

*  open  ground.  In  all  cases  an  abundant  crop  of  grass  seedlings  has 
'  appeared,  but  so  far,  I  have  not  with  certainty  been  able  to  identify 
'  any  of  the  grasses  which  have  appeared  as  being  the  seedling  of  the 

*  sugarcane.     In   addition  to  the  seeds   obtained  locally,   a  large 

*  parcel  of  Assam  sugarcane  seed  was  received  from  the  Director  of 

*  Land  Records  and  Agriculture,  North- Western  Provinces  and 
'  Oudh,  and    two   small  packets,  from  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of 

*  Betul.     These  have  been  sown  under  the  same  conditions  of  treat- 

*  ment  as  given  to  the   local   kinds,  but  the  remarks  made  in  the 

*  preceding   paragraph   regarding  the  condition  of  the  latter,   also 

*  apply  to  the  present  condition  of  these  Assam  and  Betul  varieties. 

*  At  present,  I  nm  of  opinion  that  none  of  the  sugarcane  seeds  sown 

*  during  the  past  few  months  have  germinated  ;  but  as  I  still  have  a 

*  considerable  quantity  of  seed  on  nand,  renewed  attempts  will  be 
'  made  to  germinate  it  on  the  advent  of  the  rains." 

Attention  was  given  to  arboriculture  and  the  District  Board 
supplied  with  1630  trees  for  avenue  purposes,  but  several  thousands 
moise  could  have  been  supplied  of  necessary.  In  a  climate  like 
that  of  the  Saharanpore  district,  there  is  no  reason  why  every  road 
should  not  have  its  avenue. 

The  leaves  of  Eucalyptus  trees  were  supplied  to  railways  for 
cleansing  the  boilers  of  locomotives,  and  103  maunds  were  thus 
utilized  at  a  price  of  Rs.  2  per  maund.  This  appears  to  be  an 
industry  that  is  capable  of  extension. 
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Numerous  applications  are  made  every  year  for  trained  garden^ 
^rs,  and  Mr.  Gollan  has  a  class  of  24  boys  under  training  for  this 
purpose  ;  they  are  sent  out  on  salaries  ranging  from  Rs.  12  to 
Ks.  25  a  month. 

The  chief  function  of  the  Mussoorie  garden  is  to  render 
assistance  to  the  parent  institution  down  below.  The  main  items 
of  interest  were  the  successful  cultivation  of  the  giant  chestnut  of 
Japan,  the  tree  tomato  and  Jalap.  The  tree  tomato  is  well  worthy 
of  notice  ;  it  is  a  plant  that  is  of  easy  culture,  rapid  growth,  and 
<M)mes  into  full  bearing  at  three  vears  from  seed.  It  is  perfectly 
hardy  up  to  6,000  feet  and  the  fruit  begins  to  ripen  about  the 
middle  of  summer,  continues  to  yield  a  succession  of  fruit  until 
midwinter,  and  can  be  eaten  raw  or  stewed,  with  a  pleasant  sub-acip 
flavour. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  value  of  plants  and  seeds  issued 
to  soldier's  gardens  and  to  public  gardens  in  India  and  other  coun- 
tries either  free,  or  at  reduced  rates,  the  Saharanpore  gardens  are 
practically  self  supporting. 

At  Lucknow,  the  season,  as  in  other  parts  of  Northern  India, 
was  unfavourable  for  gardening  operations,  and  the  high  flood  of 
the  Qoomti  in  October  1891  submerged  the  arboretmn  for  over  a 
week,  with  the  result  that  nearly  all  ^e  young  trees  died.  Serious 
loss  to  fruit  trees  and  cuttings  of  omanental  shrubs  also  ensued. 
Various  experiments  were  tried  in  these  gardens,  some  of  them 
confirming  the  results  obtained  at  Saharanpore.  The  paper 
mulberry  cultivation  proved  expensive  and  unprofitable  ;  the  local 
paper  mills  gave  eight  annas  a  maimd  for  the  bark,  and  intimated 
that  they  could  not  in  future  take  any  more.  CJonsiderable  attention 
is  given  at  Lucknow  to  the  cultivation  of  various  kind  of  Eucalyp- 
tus, especially  E.  dtriodora.  Trenching  the  ground  has  been 
found  to  keep  oflF  white  ants,  but  a  disease  has  made  its  appearance 
in  the  bark,  several  trees  losing  their  leaders  from  this  cause. 

The  report  for  the  Government  gardens  and  parks,  Nilgiris,  is 
written  by  Mr.  Lawson.  One  of  tne  experimental  gardens  was 
visited  by  a  severe  stonn  which  destroyed  several  precious  fruit 
trees  but  the  Durian  escaped  and  for  the  first  time  bore  fruit. 
Under  the  head  of  economic  plants,  we  notice  the  attempt  to 
introduce  a  fluid  extract  from  the  blue  gum  for  cleansing  boilers, 
but  the  reports  received  concerning  it  are  contradictory.  Sjucalyp- 
tus  oil  is  made  on  a  large  scale  by  a  Mr.  Wallace  and  this  appears 
to  be  of  excellent  quality.  Ipecacuanha  is  being  tried  and  Jalap 
produces  better  in  the  Nilgiris  than  the  plant  grown  in 
Mussoorie.  The  scrub  exterminator,  which  is  now  being  advertised 
in  the  papers,  is  mentioned  as  a  dangerous  poison,  hignly  noxious 
to  cattle  grazing  in  places  where  it  is   used. 

These  gardens  and  parks  are  not  kept  up  as  a  paying  concern, 
and  the  expenditure  largely  exceeds  the  revenue. 

A.  S. 
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Indian  Gardening. 

The  appearance  of  another  book  on  Indian  Gardening  is  au 
encouraging  sign  of  the  times,  as  indicating  an  increasing  demand 
for  the  must  recent  information  regarding  tne  cnltivation  of  English 
vegetables  and  flowers  in  this  country.  This  new  book  by  Mr. 
Barton  West  has  much  to  recommend  it.  It  is  well  arranged,  and 
the  illustrations,  though  many  of  them  savour  of  the  nurseiy- 
man's  catalogue,  cannot  fail  to  make  the  subject  attractive.  The 
book  as  divided  into  five  parts.  Part  I,  consisting  of  ten  chapters, 
tells  in  how  to  lay  out  a  garden,  and  is  full  of  sound  and  practical 
advice  as  to  the  preparation  of  the  soil,  the  making  of  lawns  and 
roads,  and  other  necessary  operations.  In  chapter  10  will  be 
found  an  excellent  account  of  insect  pests  with  directions  for  their 
prevention  or  extermination.  Part  Hi  takes  up  the  kitchen  garden, 
and  gives  an  alphabetical  Ust,  with  descriptions,  of  all  the 
different  kinds  of  vegetables  and  herbs  which  may  be  grown  in  the 

Slains  and  on  the  niUs.  A  similar  list  of  annual  and  perennial 
owering  plants  finds  a  place  in  Part  III.  Another  part  is  devoted 
to  bulbous  plants,  and  the  concluding  part  gives  instructions  in 
cultural  operations  for  every  month,  for  the  hills  as  well  as  for  the 
plains.  This  book  will  be  found  especially  useful  for  Upper  India, 
but  might  be  consulted  with  advantiage  by  amateurs  in  other  parts 
of  India  with  certain  adaptations  to  suit  the  differences  in  climate. 
Two  more  chapters,  the  one  on  Roses  and  their  cultivation,  and 
another  on  the  treatment  of  fruit  trees  and  Strawberry  beds,  would 
have  added  much  to  the  value  of  the  book. 

Practical  Gardening  for  Indian  Amateurs,  by  R.  Barton  West.  Publishers  — 
The  MafasUite  Printing  Works  Company  Limited,  Mnssoorie,  1892.  p.  p.  379, 
with  numerous  Ulustrations. 


Arboriculture   in  Berar. 

The  report  of  the  Conservator  on  arboricultural  operations 
during  1891-92  shews  that  very  little  work  has  been  done  by 
District  Boards  ;  there  is  practically  no  increase  in  the  number  of 
trees  under  their  care.  Each  district  has  its  working  plan,  but 
more  attention  should  be  paid  to  nurseries — only  2,582  plants  were 
supplied,  a  very  large  falling  off  from  the  previous  year.  The 
P.  W.  D.  however  appear  to  have  done  better,  as  they  sowed  and 
planted  75  miles  of  avenue  and  maintained  59  nurseries  at  a  total 
c  ost  of  Rs.  23,000.  We  doubt  the  advisability  of  sowing  in  situ 
for  avenue  purposes  ;  it  is  far  more  satisfactory  to  raise  the  plants 
in  a  nursery, — ^in  bamboo   baskets  is   a  very   good   method — ^and 

Slant  in  pits  with  good  soil.  It  is  cheaper  in  the  end,  and  the 
esired  result  is  obtained  sooner.  The  Commissioner  of  the 
H.  A.  D.  promises  to  look  into  the  matter  of  arboriculture  and  we 
shaU   hope  for  greater   success  next  year.     The  whole  question  of 

flanting  new  avenues  and  maintaining  existing  ones  along  roads  in 
ndia  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  country. 
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"^♦-SECITT  A  R. 


}i  Hew  Experience, 


The  forests  we  set  out  to  visit  in  November  were  remarkable 
for  two  reasons,  firstly  for  the  prevalence  of  jungle  fever  and  second- 
ly for  the  presence  of  Wild  BufEalo.  Fact  number  one  did  not 
interest  or  surprise  us,  whereas  fact  number  two  filled  our  breasts 
with  much  longing  and  a  little  hope,  and  we  started  armed  to  the 
teeth,  with  quinine  for  the  fever  and  with  a  heavy  D.  B.  '577 
express  for  the  buffalo.  After  days  of  wandering,  during  which 
we  were  sometimes  cheered  by  the  sight  of  bufl&lo  tracks,  some- 
times depressed  by  the  paucity  of  game  of  any  kind,  and  always 
regaled  by  the  ready  native  with  wonderful  tales  of  what  had 
happened  in  years  cone  by,  how  the  Collector  Sahib  had  fled  for  his 
life  from  a  wounded.  Cow;  how  the  Assistant  Engineer  had  been 
treed  by  a  furious  bull;  and  how  the  Opium  Wala  had  been  floored 
by  an  outraged  calf;  we  arrived  somewhat  weary  and  yet  full  of 
ardour,  on  the  borders  of  Nipal  and  pitched  our  camp  in  an  open 
plain  dreary  enough  in  itself  but  rendered  beautiful  by  the  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  snowv  ranges  which  filled  in  the  nortfiem  horizon. 
We  had  given  up  all  hopes  of  buffalo,  a  chital  stag  would  have 
satisfied  us,  we  were  even  keen  on  the  domestic  antelope  ;  so  much 
so  that  seeing  several  bucks  not  far  from  the  tents,  we  started  in  the 
evening  to  stalk  one  if  possible.  The  better  half  of  us  remained  on 
the  pad  elephant  to  watch  the  sport  from  a  distance  and  was 
rejoined  later  on  when  a  buck  had  been  missed  and  the  calling  of 
chital  and  the  rumbling  roar  of  a  leopard  recalled  us  to  the  possibi- 
lity of  better  sport  in  tne  neighbouring  Sal  Forests.  The  sun  was 
already  setting  when  we  entered  a  narrow  grassy  glade  and  stole 
quietly  along  amidst  the  lengthening  evening  shadows,  disturbing, 
as  we  went,  a  couple  of  hinds  and  one  small  stag  not  fit  to  shoot. 
We  were  tired  after  a  long  rough  march,  prolonged  by  losing  our 
way  and  having  to  walk  miles  through  rough  tree  jungle  ;  and  the 
calm  coolness  of  the  autumn  evening  was  fully  appreciated  as  we 
indolently  sat  on  the  pad  elephant.  Suddenly,  it  seemed  as  if  out 
of  the  ground,  arose  a  mighty  form  which  in  two  lazy  bounds 
reached  Sie  edge  of  the  forest  and  turning,  faced  us  with  lowered 
head  and  ready  horns.  And  the  heavy  rifle  was  miles  away  in 
Camp  1  The  utter  futility  of  attempting  to  stop  that  bull  with  a 
hollow  fronted  bullet  was  our  first  thought  ;  the  second  whether 
he  would  charge  and  scatter  us  to  the  winds  if  we  annoyed  him  ; 
the  third,  that  if  we  let  pass  this  chance  of  bagging   a  solitary  bull 
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we  should  never  in  all  onr  lives  have  another  1  We  moved  the 
elephant  so  as  to  have  something  softer  than  a  forehead  to  aim  at 
but  the  huge  head  turning  slowly  so  as  to  keep  a  front  to  the 
enemy,  we  steadied  the  rifle  for  a  second  and  pressed  the  trigger  ! 
The  smoke  rolled  slowly  down  the  little  glade  and  as  it  lifted  we 
saw  the  buffalo  Ipng  dead  where  he  had  stood  menacingly  one 
instant  before.  Approaching  cautiously,  we  needlessly  expended  a 
couple  more  cartridges  without  producing  the  slightest  efiect  and 
then  surveyed  our  prize.  The  first  bullet  had  struck  in  the  centre 
of  the  forenead  and  exploded  in  the  brain.  He  was  a  full  grown  bull 
in  the  prime  of  life  ;  so  far,  our  knowledge  of  buflkloes  informed 
us  ;  but  whether  exceptionally  large  we  could  not  tell.  At  any 
rate,  he  was  over  11  feet  long  from  the  nose  to  the  tip  of  the  tail, 
and  his  horns  measured  8  feet  4  inches  from  tip  to  tip  along  the 
outside  curve  and  across  the  forehead.  He  was  big  enough  for  us, 
we  wanted  him  no  larger  I  That  night,  a  noisy  procession  crossed 
the  level  plain  under  the  light  of  the  young  moon  and  through 
the  evening  mists.  It  was  preceded  by  a  hurricane  lantern,  and 
twenty  willing  pairs  of  arms  urged  the  timid  oxen  to  draw  the  cart 
heavily  laden  with  the  lone  monarch  of  the  jungles  who  fears  no 
foe  save  man  and  does  not  hesitate  to  make  it  unpleasant  even  for 
him  when  vexed.  Pathos  is  impossible  when  one  of  the  last  repre- 
sentatives of  the  virgin  forest  is  lighted  to  his  grave  with  oil  from 
Batoum  and  a  lantern  from  America !  But  the  rifle  which  had  slain 
him  was  exjimined  by  indigenous  experts  and  pronounced  to  be  hard 
hitting  and  when  the  ever  ready  sycophant  opined  that  the  "  sahib's" 
power  was  such  that  one  bullet  sufficed  to  kill  an  elephant,  he  was 
silenced  by  the  remark,  greeted  with  much  applause,  that  the  bull 
had  died  of  the  shock  and  surprise  of  being  "  Shikared  "  by  the 
"  Mem  Sahib." 

0.  C. 


Notes  on  the  Otter. 

In  these  days  of  fish  preservation  societies,  when  much 
trouble  is  taken  by  individuals  to  improve  the  sport  in  certain 
Indian  waters,  attention  may  well  be  directed  to  the  injury  done  ta 
the  fishing  by  otters  and  the  means  available  for  diminishing  the 
numbers  of  these  pests.  Being  a  keen  fisherman  myself,  I  have, 
how  often,  been  grieved  and  infuriated  to  find,  on  arrival  at  well- 
known  pools  and  reaches,  that  the  fish  have  been  either  cleared  out 
altogether  or  scared  away,  whilst  the  numerous  tracks  on  the  sandy- 
banks  and  the  remains  of  many  good  fish  lying  about,  explained 
what  had  been  taking  place  during  tne  previous  night.  The  pre* 
wnce  of  a  few  otters  on  a  long  stretch  of  water  is  bad  enough,  but 
sahen  it  comes  to  schools  of  ten  or  twelve  hunting  in  line,  eiuer  the 
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otters  mnst  be  removed  or  fishing  most  cease.  In  the  ForH  und 
Jagd  Zeitung  for  October  there  are  some  interesting  notes  on  the 
difficulties  caused  in  the  waters  of  the  Fishing  Society  on  the 
Neckar  at  Tiibingen.  The  attempt  to  introduce  new  and  better 
varieties  of  fish  into  these  waters  w^as  completely  frustrated  by  the 
otters,  who  shewed  a  marked  predilection  for  new  and  superior 
feeding  ;  and  the  members  of  the  Society  were  driven  to  despair 
until  a  Godsend,  in  the  shape  of  a  young  man  with  a  knowledge  of 
traps,  arrived  on  the  scene,  who  in  the  course  of  some  six  months 
on  some  four  miles  of  water,  put  an  end  to  twelve  otters,  one 
badger  and  a  fox.  The  Fishing  Society  at  Tiibingen  is  now  once 
more  happy,  having  completely  circumvented  their  foes  and  desire 
to  aid  other  sociaties  in  similar  circumstances.  It  has  been  calcu- 
lated that  the  amiual  feed  of  one  otter  amounts  yearly  to  three- 
hundred  to  five  hundred  pounds  of  fish,  l)esides  what  the  brute  wastes, 
which  would  amount  to  as  much  more.  That  this  is  a  moderate 
estimate,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  a  twelve  lb.  otter  caught  at 
Tubingen  contained  four  lbs.  of  fish  ;  the  largest  capture,  weighing 
21  lbs.,  would  probably  have  taken  six  to  seven  lbs.  of  fish  at  a 
meal  1  With  regard  to  exterminating  otters,  shooting  has  been  found 
to  be  quite  useless  ;  posioning  is  impossible,  as  the  otter  will  not 
touch  dead  fish  ;  but  success  attends  the  laying  of  spring  traps  in 
the  run  just  at  the  water's  edge  but  not  in  the  water.  The  Indian 
otter  is  more  migratory  than  the  European  animal  but  still  there 
are  times  and  places  where  a  stay  of  some  days  is  made,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  train  a  native  to 
skilfully  lay  traps  in  the  streteh  of  water  in  his  charge,  and  that  a 
liberal  payment  per  head  would  soon  result  in  a  considerable  dimi- 
nution of  these  pests.  The  trap  used  by  the  Tiibingen  Society  is 
labelled  126  in  tne  Catalogue  of  Messrs.  F.  Grell  and  Company  at 
Heynau,  Germany.  Form  another  quarter,  in  the  same  periodical, 
comes  a  story  of  the  utility  of  the  otter,  which  must  tend  to  dis- 
courage the  ardent  fisherman.  Mr.  Oberforster  Haug  having  pro- 
cured two  otter  cubs  of  a  few  hours  old,  still  with  unopened  eyes, 
and  wishing  to  send  them  to  the  Stuttgart  museum,  proceeded  to 
drown  the  poor  wretehes  and  after  seven  minutes  immersion  in 
water,  packed  them  up  tightly  in  newspaper  and  despatohed  them 
by  parcel  post.  He  received  some  days  after  a  letter  from  the 
Curator  saying  that  only  one  had  arrived  safely,  the  other  hav- 
ing been  killed  when  stamping  the  parcel  ;  the  survivor  at  once 
took  to  a  bottle  and  was  thriving  vigorously  when  he  wrote  ! 

0.  C. 
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parliament  Jlouse  Mimosa,  Cape  Town. 

Mr.  D.  Hutchins,  Conservator  of  Forests,  has  made  the  follow- 
ing report  upon  the  age  of  the  old  mimosa  tree  which  was  recently 
blown  down  in  the  Parliament  House  grounds,  and  to  whicn 
reference  was  made  at  the  time  in  these  columns  : — 

Two  transverse  sections  were  sawn  off  as  low  down  as  the 
decayed  state  of  the  trunk  would  allow,  which  was  about  five  feet 
from  the  ground.  Below  this  were  the  remains  of  a  large  rotten 
branch  that  had  communicated  decay  to  all  below  it.  Tne  lower 
part  of  the  trunk  was  so  decayed  that  the  tree  must  soon  have  fallen 
whether  the  late  gale  had  spared  it  or  not.  The  mean  diameter  of 
the  trunk  at  five  feet  from  the  ground  was  1  foot  6 J  inches  ;  there 
was  no  regular  bole  above  this.  The  tree  has  been  cut  up  so  as  to 
afford  as  much  straight  wood  as  possible  ;  from  the  branch  pieces 
and  out  of  a  piece  of  the  trunk  above  the  first  branch,  some  short 
planks,  one  inch  thick,  have  been  cut,  and  are  being  carefully 
seasoned. 

At  first,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  possible  to  arrive  at  any 
estimate  of  the  age  of  the  tree  from  the  zones  of  growth,  which  are 
irregular  and  clearly  not  annual.  This  very  commonly  happens 
with  trees  that  are  natives  of  mild,  equable  climates.  Very  few  of 
the  indigenous  trees  of  South  Africa  show  distinct  and  regular 
zones  of  growth,  and  in  the  case  even  of  these  few  we  have  no 
certainty  that  the  rings  appearing  on  the  transverse  section  are 
always  annual.  This,  as  is  well  known,  is  different  from  the  case 
of  trees  that  are  natives  of  the  northern  hemisphere,  where  the 
sharply  contrasted  seiisons  of  summer  and  winter  are  clearly  traced 
in  the  yearly  rings  of  growth.  The  naturalised  oaks  and  pines 
have  preserved  their  original  habits  of  growth,  and  show  distinct 
annual  rings  here.  I  was  the  more  disappointed  at  not  finding 
yearly  zones  on  the  Parliament  House  Mimosa  because  the  Acacia 
horrida  is  closely  allied  to  the  Acacia  arahica  of  Asia,  about  which 
Sir  D.  Brandis  writes  : — 

"  Pores  numerous,  uniformly  distributed,  generally  surround- 
ed by  a  small  rounded  patch  of  lighter-coloured  tissue,  often  close 
together  in  the  inner  belt  of  each  annual  ring,  the  outer  belt  having 
fewer  pores,  and  appearing  on  that  account  of  a  darker  colour.'* 
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However,  before  giving  the  subject  up,  I  thought  I  would 
count  the  lines  of  pores,  which,  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  radius, 
are  quite  distinct.  A  preliminary  counting  gave  573  lines  of 
pores.  This  divided  by  2  gives  286  years,  which  is  about  the 
historical  age  of  the  tree.  Mr.  Noble  was  in  my  office  at  the  time, 
and  I  gave  him  this  as  a  preliminary  result. 

I  was  not  able  till  yesterday  to  take  the  matter  up  again. 
Four  diflFerent  countings,  of  which  two  were  taken  along  the  same 
radius,  gave  the  following  results,  the  difficult  portions  in  each 
radius  being  more  than  once  verified  : 

1st  counting  (light  bad,       6/9/92)  ...  ...  604 

2nd  „          (light  good,  14/9/92)  ...  ...  630 

3rd  „                  „           15/9/92)  ...  ...  626 

4th  „                  „                 „  ...  ...  615 

The  second  and  third  of  these  countings  were  along  the  same 
radius.     I  consider  that  the  most  correct  result  will  be  obtained  by 
taking  the  mean  of  the  last  three  countings,  «.^.,  624. 

I  take  it  that  each    line  of  pores  represents   the   spring  and 
autumn  growth. 

Years. 
Dividing  624  by  2  we  obtain  ...  ...     312 

Add  8  years  for  the  growth  from  seed  to  5  feet  high  ...         8 

Total  age  of  tree  . . .     320 

This,  I  think,  is  as  near  a  result  as  can  be  attained.  In  some 
places  lignification  and  incipient  decay  render  the  lines  of  pores 
indistinct.  In  any  case,  this  method  is  far  from  having  the  pre- 
cision that  attaches  to  counting  the  yearly  rings,  as  it  proceeds  on 
the  assumption  that  a  line  of  pores  represents  the  spring  and  the 
autumn  spurts  of  growth.  Numerous  observations,  nowever,  in  the 
forests  and  outside,  make  it  certain  that  in  South  Africa,  spring 
and  autumn  are  the  two  periods  of  activity  in  tree  growth. 

The  growth  of  the  Parliament  House  tree  is  slowest  in  the  first 
and  last  naif  centuries  of  its  life.  Slow  periods  of  growth  are 
observable  at  the  40,  46, 89,  and  260th  years.  That  at  eighty-nine 
would  be  nine  years  after  the  arrival  of  Van  Riebeck  and  his 
settlers,  and  this  slow  period  may  be  connected  with  the  clearing 
or  draining  operations  of  those  days. — (Cape  Times). 


Important  tests  of  Australian  woods. 

The  following  important  tests  of  Australian  and  other  woods 
may  be  fotmd  useful  to  many  of  our  readers.  They  were  made  in 
tibe  presence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Laslett,  timber  inspector  to  the  Admi* 
rally,  and  have  appeared  in  the  Skipping  World, 
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TRANSVERSE    EXPERIMENTS. 
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White-ants  and  J\Iango  Trees. 

If  the  bark  of  the  trees  is  attacked  by  white  ants,  it  must  be 
first  scraped  off  at  all  parts  where  the  animals  have  made  tunnels, 
and  painted  with  kerosine.  Let  the  ground  be  dug  between  the 
trees  as  deeply  as  necessary,  the  soil  turned  over  and  watered  with 
phenyl,  if  procurable  ;  if  not,  with  kerosene  and  water.  In  Ceylon, 
a  decoction  of  the  leaves  of  Mauritius  hemp  is  used  for  expelling 
white-ants,  but  I  fear,  a  correspondent  writes,  you  have  got  into 
too  bad  a  state  for  that  to  be  efficacious.  It  has  the  advantage  of 
being,  of  course,  quite  harmless  to  any  trees.  In  using  the  phenyl, 
put  some  in  a  pail  and  add  water  till  it  is  of  the  colour  and  consis- 
tency of  good  milk.  Every  plantation  should  keep  phenyl.  It  is 
perfectly  safe  with  foliage  ;  carbolic  acid  and  kerosene  are  not.  It 
is  exceedingly  good  for  mealy  bug.  Corrosive  sublimate  and 
Paris  green  will  both  destroy  white  ants  ;  dissolve  in  water  and 
pour  into  the  holes.  But  be  careful  not  to  poison  the  trees  by 
putting  these  poisons  too  close  to  the  roots.  Corrosive  sublimate 
is  very  popular  here,  being  used  dry.  The  planters  have  told  me 
that  one  white-ant  eats  a  grain,  dies,  and  is  eaten  in  turn  by 
another  who  dies  and  so  on  till  the  nest  is  exterminated.  I  cannot 
quite  credit  this,  but  the  poison  has  a  very  strong  effect  on  white- 
ants.  Of  course  care  should  be  taken  in  deahng  with  corrosive 
sublimate  in  bulk,  as  it  is  an  exceedingly  dangerous  poison.  After 
you  have  well  poisoned  the  white-ants,   remember  to   manure   the 
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trees  well,  so  that  they  can  have  strength  to  recover.  If  it  is 
possible  to  flood  the  plantation  for  a  few  days,  the  ants  wonld  have 
to  retire,  but  this  is  rarely  possible  here  at  least.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  hurt  the  trees,  as  I  have  here  splendid  old  trees  growing  in 
water.  I  should  like  to  know  the  results  of  these  suggestions  should 
you  find  time  to  inform  me,  as  I  am  collecting  together  all  kinds 
of  notes  on  destructive  insects  and  methods  of  destruction. — 
(Indian  Agriculturist,) 

Bulgarian    Forestry. 

At  the  National  Bulgarian  Exhibition  at  Philippopolis  there 
is  a  pavilion  of  forestry,  tastefully  constructed  of  logwood,  and 
containing  various  specimens  of  woodwork  and  blocks  cut  from  the 
stems  of  the  enormous  trees  which  still  flourish  in  the  remote 
primeval  woodlands  of  Rhodope  and  the  Balkans.  This  is  a  remin- 
der of  the  ruthless  destruction  of  Bulgarian  forests  which  went  on  in 
Turkish  time,  and  still  continues  to  some  extent  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  of  the  Bulgarian  Government  to  cheek  it.  An  interest- 
ing feature  in  this  pavilion  is  a  portion  of  one  of  the  wooden  tram- 
ways which  are  used  for  bringing  timber  down  the  steep  sides  of 
the  mountains.  The  stems  of  young  trees  supply  the  place  of  rails; 
the  felled  timber  is  laid  on  wooden  trollies  with  small  wooden 
wheels,  and  descends  the  mountain  at  a  rapid  pace  in  charge  of  two 
or  three  men,  who  find  a  precarious  standing  place  on  a  peg  which 
projects  over  the  wheels,  and  check  the  pace  by  working  a  brake 
with  the  foot. — (^Timber  Trades  Journal,) 


The  teak  trade  of  Chiengmai. 

.  The  Trade  Report  for  1891  of  this  important  dependency  of 
Siam,  by  Mr.  Stringer,  British  Acting  Vice-Consul  at  Chiengmai, 
should  be  of  considerable  interest  to  tne  local  Government,  says  the 
Rangoon  Tirnes^  which  has  secured  an  advance  copy  of  it.  Much 
is  not  known  of  Chiengmai  in  Burma,  and  Moulmein  is  the  only 
town  which  has  any  trade  relations  with  the  Laos  States,  excepting 
the  serai-independent  Shan  States  under  British  protection,  so  the 
report  we  propose  to  shortly  review  here,  contains  information 
interesting  as  well  to  the  general  public  as  to  those  connected  with 
trade  and  commerce  in  Burma.  This  is  the  second  report  of  its 
kinti  which  has  been  issued,  we  believe,  the  first  report  being  for 
the  year  1890. 

At  present  Chiengmai  is  what  may  be  called  a  timber  country. 
Its  teak  is  its  chief,  almost  its  only,  source  of  wealth,  and  it  is  pity 
to  know,  as  the  writer  of  the  report  tells  us,  that  the  teak  forests 
toe  being  fast  ruined  by  theneglect  of  the  rules  of  forestry  by  those 
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who  are  working  them,  with  the  consequence  that  teak  is  becoming 
scarce  in  Chiengmai  and  Lakhon,  forests  which  have  for  years 
supplied  Bangkok  and  Moahnein  with  the  high  class  timber  for 
which  the  latter  port  has  become  famous.  We  do  not  understand 
how  there  can  be  such  a  total  absence  of  conservancy  in  the  forest 
when  the  timber  trade  with  Bangkok  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of 
British  firms,  and  when  the  Chiengmai  forests  on  the  Salween  side 
are  worked  almost  entirely  with  British  Indian  capital  brought  from 
Moulmein.  One  would  imagine  that  intelligent  merchants  or 
traders,  whether  European  or  Indian,  who  have  such  a  profitable 
trade  in  their  hands,  would  not  by  neglecting  the  ordinary  rules  of 
forestry  and  depleting  the  forests,  kill  the  goose  with  the  golden 
egg.  We  could  quite  understand  the  Laotians  ruining  the  forests 
through  pure  ignorance  of  forestry.  However,  the  European  and 
Indian  Foresters  (and  the  Bombay  Burma  Trading  Corporation  is 
among  them)  have  a  great  deal  of  obstacles  to  content  with.  Teak 
saplings,  it  appears,  are  cut  down  in  large  numbers  by  the  people 
for  use  for  building  purpose  and  for  fences,  and  although  the  lessees 
of  the  forests  are  nominally  protected  against  such  destructive 
poaching  on  their  concessions,  no  steps  seem  to  be  taken  practically 
to  check  it.  The  forests  are  leased  for  only  three  years,  which  not 
only  often  causes  considerable  loss  to  the  foresters,  but  makes  them 
indifferent  to  the  causes  which  are  at  work  in  depleting  the  forests 
of  teak.  It  is  clear  that,  unless  the  foresters  strongly  represent  to 
the  Siamese  authorities  the  necessity  of  introducing  strict  forest 
rules  and  regulations,  and  seeing  that  they  are  not  contravened,  the 
forests  will  soon  become  depleted  of  their  teak.  We  know  that  it 
is  a  very  difficult  matter  for  European  traders  in  Oriental  countries 
to  influence  the  local  officials  even  in  matters  in  wliich  the  good  of 
the  country  is  involved,  but  we  think   that,  considering   the   large 

gain  which  it  will  be  to  foresters  obtaining  favourable  leases  of  the 
Ihiengmai  forests,  the  European  foresters  might,  in  their  own 
interests,  do  their  best  to  get  the  administration  of  forests  placed  on 
a  better  footing.  We  have  dwelt  on  this  question,  because  we  are 
of  opinion  that  what  benefits  Chiengmai  is  good  for  Burma  in  more 
ways  than  one.  The  connection  between  the  dependency  of  Siam 
and  Burma  is  one  which  is  cemented  and  rendered  important  by 
the  timber  trade  of  Moulmein. 

Chiengmai  finds  an  outlet  for  its  timber  trade  through 
Bangkok  and  Moulmein.  The  average  annual  quantity  of  teak 
whicn  is  floated  down  the  Me  Ping,  Me  Wang,  and  the  Me  Yom 
to  Bangkok  is  about  the  same  as  reaches  Moulmein  by  the  Salwen. 
However,  during  the  year  1891  the  quantity  which  arrived  at 
Bangkok  was  abnormally  small  and  far  below  the  quantity  which 
reached  Moulmein,  although  the  latter  port  got  18,244  logs  more 
during  the  previous  year.  It  is  expected  that  the  delivery  in  the 
coming  season  of  logs  at  Bangkok  will  be  much  larger,  as  there  will 
be  considerably  more  water  in  the  rivers  than  there  was  during 
1891.     The  timber  trade  of  Bangkok  is  also   chiefly  in  the   hands 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PODOPHYLLUM    BMODI.  41 

of  British  traders,  but  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  those  connected  with 
the  timber  trade  seera  more  eager  to  develop  the  trade  with 
Bangkok  than  with  Moulmein.  During  the  coming  season,  it  is 
proposed,  as  an  experiment,  to  send  squared  logs  instead  of  logs  in 
the  rough,  as  is  being  done  now,  from  Chiengmai  to  Bangkok, 
as  less  duty  will  have  to  be  paid,  and  the  weight  to  be  dragged 
through  the  water  will  be  less.  Before  the  logs,  intended  for 
delivery  at  Bangkok,  arrive  at  Chainat,  the  duty-station  on  the 
Menam,  they  are  brought  down  several  branches  of  the  main  river, 
chief  of  which  are  the  Me  Wang,  and  the  Me  Yom  which  we  have 
mentioned.  During  1891  these  rivers  bore  9,500  logs  down  to 
the  dutv-station,  against  30,000  the  previous  year,  and  upwards 
of  60,000  during  each  of  the  years  J  888  and  1889.  It  is  expected 
that  during  the  coming  season,  with  ordinarily  good  waters,  the 
delivery  from  the  Me  Wang  and  Me  Ping  alone  will  be  30,000 
logs,  and  which  high  floods  50,000  logs.  During  1891,  the  Salween 
brought  18,873  logs  down  to  Moulmein  which  was  18,241:  logs 
less  than  during  the  previous  year.  The  scarcity  of  water  in  the 
rivers,  the  result  of  the  scarcity  of  rice  from  drought,  which  appears 
to  have  been  as  acute  in  Chiengmai  as  it  was  in  parts  of  tJ  pper 
Burma,  contributed  towards  the  depression  of  the  teak  trade  during 
1891. 

The  statistics  collected  by  the  British  Acting  Vice-Consul, 
considering  the  informal  way  in  which  Siamese  officials  do  things, 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  scrupulously  correct,  but  they  are  correct 
enough  to  give  one  a  fair  idea  of  the  conditions  of  this  trade.  With 
what  facts  we  have  before  us,  it  appears  quite  certain  that  if  a  very 
material  alteration  in  the  forest  administration  of  the  forest  areas 
of  Chiengmai  is  not  made  soon,  the  teak  trade  of  this  province  will, 
in  a  very  few  years,  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  with  the  consequent 
result  that  Chiengmai  will  be  greatly  impoverished  and  become 
denuded  of  many  of  its  inhabitants,  who  will  have  to  seek  occupa 
tion  in  the  surrounding  districts.  The  chief  source  of  wealth  of  the 
Laos  States  is  their  teak,  and  when  the  forests  become  depleted  of 
their  teak,  the  result  we  have  stated  must  follow. — (  Timber  Trades 
Journal,) 


fodophyllum  Emodi. 


Mr.  D.  Hooper,  Government  Quinologist,  Madras,  writes  to 
me  as  follows  : — 

Since  writing  to  you  about  the  Podophyllum  root,  a  paper  has 
been  read  on  the  chemistry  of  the  resin  at  the  British  Pharmaceu- 
tical Conference  at  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Umney,  the  author,  states  that 
he  has  found  less  of  the  supposed  active  principle — podophyllotoxin 
— ^than  there  is  in  the  root  of  the  American  r,  Peltatum.     The 
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raper  wiU  appear  in  full  in  the  Year  Book  of  Pharmacy.  Mr. 
Umney  says  in  conclusion  that  the  Indian  drug  should  be  used  as 
an  alternative  source  for  the  preparation  of  the  official  resin  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  this  result,  and  am 
writing  to  England  saying  that  no  conclusion  should  be  drawn 
until  a  complete  physiological  examination  has  been  made  of  the 
resin. 


Indian  Museum,  EDGAR  THURSTON. 

Calcutta. 


•VT:i-rm»d:BE3»  -a.iti>  E»Ror)XJOB3  a?R-A.DE. 


The  Teak  Market 

Mbsses.  Hoar  &  Brown's  report : — 

Tb.     Plks.  Blks.  Tl. 

Lds.     Lds.  Lds.     Lds. 

Stock,  1st  September  1892              ...     5,419  1,391  60  7,905 

Landings               ...                 ...       nil.        100  23      123 

5,914  2,031  83  8,028 

Deliveries                       ...                 ...         320     121  nil     441 


Stock,  30th  September,  1892  ...      5,594  1,910      13  7,587 

The  deliveries  still  continue  dull,  but  a  few  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  for  the  supply  of  the  Admiralty  and  other  requirements, 
which  will  reduce  the  stock  to  some  considerable  extent.  Business 
otherwise  remains  very  quiet,  and  prices  are  unaltered.  A  further 
shipment  from  Bangkok  has  arrived,  containing  well-manufactured 
logs  and  planks,  which  ought  to  find  a  ready  market. 

Mbssrs.  Denny,  Mott,  &  Dickson's  report : — Deliveries  last 
month  from  the  docks  in  London  were  465  loads,  as  against  1,470 
loads  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 
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The  nine  months  ending  September  30th  show — 

1892.         1891. 
Landings  in  London  ...  ...     5,406         10,858 

Deliveries  from  London  ...  ...     7,497         11,076 

Landed  stocks  in  London  on  30ih  September 

(exclusive  of  cargoes  in  course  of  discharge)     7,587  8, 182 

Entire  floating  supply  for  Europe   (includmg 

cargoes  in  course  of  discharge)  ...  19,800         13,400 

*0f  which  fully  one-third  sold  to  go  into  direct  consumption. 

The  above  figures  show  a  falling  off  of  50  per  cent,  imports 
4md  33  per  cent,  in  the  consumption  for  the  last  nine  months,  so  far 
as  London  is  concerned.  The  imports  to  Europe  for  such  nine 
months  have  been  33,500  loads  as  against  36,900  loads  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Against  this  important  decrease 
of  13,400  loads  in  the  supplies,  must  be  set  off  not  only  the  dimi- 
nished demand  for  consumption  in  the  London  district,  but  also 
perhaps  quite  as  large  a  proportionate  decrease  in  the  consumption 
in  the  Clyde,  Tyne,  and  Continent  has  also  greatly  fallen  off — ^no 
doubt  partly  owing  to  the  heavy  increase  in  the  French  import 
xiuties  on  timber. 

Notwithstanding  the  dulness  of  general  trade  and  the  hand  to 
mouth  character  of  this  year's  business,  the  consumption  has 
exceeded  tne  imports,  with  the  result  of  reducing  the  unsold  landed 
stock  in  Europe  to  a  more  moderate  level  than  it  has  attained  for 
years  past ;  and  this  is  unquestionably  a  very  sound  feature  in  the 
market. 

The  new  season's  supplies  at  the  Burmah  shipping  ports  are 
Ukely  to  exceed  those  of  last  year  ;  and  there  will,  therefore,  doubt- 
less be  a  tendency  to  increase  next  year's  shipments  to  Europe. 
Shippers,  however,  complain  that  present  prices  are  not  remuner- 
ative, and  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  shrink  from  the  heavy 
loss  which  shipments  made  without  regard  to  actual  requirements 
on  this  side  invariably  entail. 

The  closing  three  months  of  the  year  majr  (as  was  the  case 
last  year)  possibly  see  a  sudden  improvement  in  the  shipbuilding 
trade,  which  would  materially  affect  prospects  for  the  better  ;  but 
prudent  shippers  will  doubtless  not  commit  themselves  to  heavy 
charter  engagements  until  the  end  of  the  year  shall  give  them  a 
clearer  view  of  the  prospects  on  this  side,  as  well  as  the  new 
season's  supplies  to  hand  at  the  shipping  ports  from  the  Burmese 
forests.  Siam  supplies  must  not  be  ignored,  but  the  difficulty  of 
selling  this  Bangkok  timber  has  not  decreased,  the  few  small 
cargoes  which  have  been  shipped  this  year  having,  as  yet,  mostlv 
failed  to  find  buyers  ;'  the  distrust  of  this  wood,  by  painful  expen- 
-ence,  giving  it  little  chance  of  being  imported  at  a  profit — ^in  any 
case,  whilst  the  present  moderate  prices  continue  n>r  the  more- 
trusted  Burmah  timber. 
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Churchill  and  Sim's  Circular. 

December  7th,  1892. 

East  Indian  Teak. — ^The  business  for  the  month  has  been 
very  similar  to  that  of  October,  with  perhaps  a  rather  more  distinct 
improvement  than  that  then  recorded.  There  is  still,  however,  a 
want  of  life  in  this  branch  of  the  trade,  which  may  be  expected  ta 
last  so  long  as  the  present  depression  in  the  shipping  trade  con- 
tinues. The  deliveries  for  the  month  have  been  967  loads,  against 
1,020  and  882  in  the  two  preceding  years,  and  for  the  first  eleven 
months  9,401  loads,  against  13,341  and  15,382  in  1891  and  1890 
respectively. 

Rosewood. — East  India. — Some  small  sales  have  been  made, 
but  at  rather  easier  prices. 

Satinwood. — East  India. — Logs,  if  large  and  figury  would 
realise  good  prices,  but  other  sorts  are  dull  of  sale  ;  planks  and 
hoards  are  not  wanted. 

Ebony. — East  India  is  only  saleable  occasionally  and  at  low 
prices. 

Price    Current, 


Indian  Teak 

per  load 

Satinwood 

per  ton 

Rosewood 

>j 

Ebony 

55 

£9  10s.     to  £15 

£5  to  £10 

£5  to  £9 

£5  to  £8 
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(Tropical   AgricuUuristy  December,  1892.) 


Cardamoms 

Croton  seeds 

Cutch 

Gum  Arabic,  Madras 

Gum  Kino 

India  Rubber,  Assam 
„  Burma 

Myrabolams,  Bombay 
„  Jubbulpore 

„  Godavari 

Nux  Vomica,  good 

Orchella,  Ceylon 

Redwood 

Sandal  wood,  lo^s 
„  chips 


per  lb. 

2a. 

to 

28.    6d. 

per  cwt. 

158. 

to 

20s. 

55 

20s. 

to 

323. 

55 

40s. 

to 

803. 

55 

100s. 

to 

llOs. 

per  lb. 

Is.     6d. 

to 

2s.     lid. 

55 

Is.    5d. 

to 

Is.     9d. 

per  cwt 

93. 

to 

10s.  6d. 

55 

83.    lid 

.  to 

9s.     6d. 

55 

88. 

to 

98. 

55 

8s. 

to 

9s.     6d. 

55 

228. 

to 

28s. 

per  ton 

£3 

to 

£3-108. 

55 

£35 

to 

£60 

55 

£9 

to 

£30 
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forest  ^Vdministratioo  in  the  Central  frovinces. 

In  a  recent  article  I  endeavoured  to  explain  the  methods  in 
force  at  the  present  moment  for  the  management  and  administra- 
tion of  the  Uovemment  Forests  ;  and  the  unes  along  which  futare 
legislation  would,  in  all  probability  foUow,  judging  by  various  Gov- 
ernment Resolutions.  It  was  there  shewn  that  the  present  system 
consisted  merely  in  the  throwing  open  of  whole  forests  to  be  ex- 
ploited, throughout  their  length  and  breadth,  at  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  any  purchaser  of  a  licence,  which  licence  entitled  the  holder  to 
extract  only  the  exact  quantity  of  produce  paid  for,  and  lasted  for 
the  number  of  days  required  to  extract  the  same. 

Under  the  pending  rules  it  was  shewn,  that,  in  addition  to  the 
above  rules  which  would  continue  to  remain  in  force,  the  intention 
would  be,  either  to  issue  licenses  to  certain  classes  of  people,  which 
would  entitle  the  holders  to  obtain  from  the  forests  all  their 
personal  requirements,  in  this  line,  for  one  year  and  for  a  fixed  sum 
so  calculated  as  to  fall  far  below  the  actual  existing  value  of  the 
probable  consumption  of  one  family  during  that  period  ;  or,  to 
allow  cultivators  or  agriculturists  to  obtain  tnoms  for  fencing,  dead 
leaves,  cow-dung,  throughout  the  year  free  of  charge^  and  to 
purchase  the  existing  licenses  for  firewood,  grass  for  iJiatching, 
wood  for  agricultur^  implements  and  bamboos  at  a  rate  one  third 
lotoer  than  the  ordinary  district  rate. 

From  the  above  it  would  appear  that  the  only  difference 
between  the  present  and  the  proposed  system  lies,  after  aU,  in  tiie 
fact  that  whereas  at  the  present  moment,  a  villager  is  compelled  to 
obtain  and  pay  for  a  separate  license  each  time  be  wishes  to  extract 
produce  from  a  forest  ;  under  the  proposed  rules  the  cultivator 
would  have*free  entry  to  the  forests  for  certain  produce,  throughout 
the  year,  and  would  obtain  the  existing  licenses  for  aU  other 
produce  at  greatly  reduced  rates. 
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Leavinff  out  of  consideration,  consequently,  all  matters 
relating  to  we  increasing  difficulty  of  guarding  the  forests  and  of 
keeping  any  check  on  the  nroduce  removed,  without  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  present  outaoor  establishment,  it  would  appear  that 
the  whole  controversy  between  the  existing  and  proposed  systems 
would  turn  upon  a  Question  of  lowering  the  rates,  and  increasing  the 
freedom  of  the  purchaser.  It  is  weU  to  say  at  once  that  even  the 
most  sanguine  partisan  of  the  predent  system  would  admit  that  it 
is  *'  vicious  in  principle."  This  I  attempted  to  explain  in  a 
previous  article.  But,  it  was  there  also  stated  that  the  proposed 
system  would  be  a  distinctly  retrogressive  step.  It  is  necessary, 
tnerefore,  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  probable  evil  effects  of 
lowering  the  rates  in  a  wholesale  manner,  for  stress  must  be  laid 
upon  the  fact  that  the  Local  Government  has  ruled  that  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  abolish,  once  for  all,  the  distinction  between 
forest  and  forest  in  the  same  district,  as  regards  the  rates. 

Now  the  existing  rates  are  the  outcome  of  many  years  of  thought 
and  consideration,  change  and  trial.  It  must  be  acknowledged  at 
once  that  these  have  been  primarily  fixed  in  reality  upon  merely 
commercial  principles;  ana  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed 
by  Mr.  Bibbentrop  in  his  *  Note  on  the  Forests  of  the  Ceniral  Prov- 
inces,' viz  : — ^*  rates  should  vary  with  the  distance  of  the  forests 
from  the  market  and  with  their  accessibility.  The  rates  must  be 
lower  for  forests  far  removed,  and  higher  for  those  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  market."  But  far  more  lies  hidden  behind  these 
apparently  purely  monetary  or  commercial  laws.  Thev  have,  in  hcty 
constxtuted  a  perfect,  though  rough  Working  Plan,  if  such  a  term 
may  be  used  ;  and  have  in  all  cases  been  a  check  in  regulating  the 
working  or  rather  the  outturn  from  the  forests.  To  explain  una  it 
is  sufficient  to  say  that  just  as  the  rates  were  fixed  in  accordance 
with  the  demands  on  the  forests,  so  the  demand — ^that  is  die  out- 
turn— could  be  regulated  bv  the  rates  ;  and,  if  the  principle  be 
oorrectiy  worked,  it  is  possible  to  conceive  that  the  rates  could  be 
so  fixed  that  only  the  annual  increment  of  the  forests— or  less  than 
tUs — ^would  alone  be  extracted.  This  is,  in  fact,  exactly  what  has 
been  done,  in  most  cases,  under  the  present  system  and  witii  the 
present  differential  rates. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  whereas  the  present  system  is 
still  imbued  with  those  great  evils,  so  fitiy  explained  by  a  late 
Conservator,  Colonel  Q.  J.  Vansomeren,  in  his  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1890-91  (a)  ;  yet  it  had  from  a  forestry  point  of  view 
oertam  redeeming  features,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  utterly 
disregard  by  a  wholesale  lowering  of  the  rates,    it  is  astonishing 

(0).  "  Another  great  point  to  be  aimed  at  ia  to  begin  measures  for  the 
gradaai,  but  total,  abolition  of  the  system  of  selling  wood  and  bamboos  on 
Tioettses.  No  forests  into  which  a  purohaser  can  go  armed  with  an  aze  and  a 
license  to  fell  trees  and  bamboos  at  his  will  can  ever  be  said  to  be  properly 
worked  l^  ns.  The  lioenso  system,  howeyer  oarefnlly  worked  out  in  detul,  is 
» in  prinoiple." 
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to  ihink  that  in  a  proyinoe  boasting  of  a  Forest  Department,  snch 
proposals  were  ever  drafted  ;  though  I  mast  admit  that  one 
of  tne  desired  results  would  thereby  be  attained.  Now  the  objects 
the  Government  have  in  view  are  the  following  : — 

(n    The  supply  of  plentiful  and  cheap  grazing. 

(2>    The  supply  of  cheap  fuel. 

(3)  The  supply  of  cheap  wood  or  other  material  for  agri- 
cultural purposes. 

And  to  these  I  am  compelled  to  add  : — 

(4)  The  formation  of  Government  Byotwari  Villages. 
That  these  objects  would  be  attained  at  once  by  throwing  open 

all  the  forests,  (without  making  any  distinction  between  forest  and 
forest)  to  the  extraction  of  produce  at  extremely  low  or  nominal 
rates,  no  one  will  deny.  Neither  will  it  be  domed  that  the  same 
objects  could  be  attained,  even  more  successfully,  by  doinff  away 
with  that  apparently  unnecessary  institution,  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment, and  allowing  to  the  present  generation  a  free  entry  and 
enjoyment  of  the  forests.  Apre$  nous  le  diluge.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  a  such  auestion  here  :  but  before  accepting  so 
suicidal  a  poli<r7,  it  would  be  well  to  see  whether  a  solution  on  some 
kmd  of  scientinc  principle  could  not  be  obtained. 

In  a  previous  article  it  was  shewn  that  the  forest  area  which 
falls  to  the  sole  charge  of  one  single  executive  officer,  unassisted  by 
trained  or  competent  assistants,  is  enormous.  As  an  example,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  mention  the  forest  area  of  some  of  the  larger 
districts  : — 

Square  mil«i. 

Mandla^  with  afforest  area  of  •••  ...  8001 

Haipur  ...  ..«  •.•  1385 

Hoshangabad         ...  ...  ...  1919 

Chanda  ...  ...  ...  3436 

It  will  be  seen  at  once,  therefore,  that  in  framing  any  proposals 
for  the  working  of  the  forests,  and  the  attainment  of  the  iu>oye- 
mentioned  objects,  a  whole  district  or  forest  division  cannot  be 
taken  as  the  unit.  That  is  to  say,  that  whatever  proposals  be  drawn 
up,  it  will  always  be  necessary  that  the  inhabitants  of  one  'part  of 
a  district  should  be  able  to  obtain  all  they  require  within  a  certain 
radius  from  their  homes.  And,  through  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  accept  any  such  strict  ruling  as  it  was  found  necessary  to  adopt 
in  the  Thana  Forests  of  the  Sombay  Presidency — ^namely  "  that 
the  inhabitants  of  every  village  may  be  able  to  obtain  from  the 
auiual  coupes,  material  for  tahal  and  firewood  at  a  convenient 
distance  from  their  village,  which  distance  has  been  fixed  as  not 
more  than  four  miles,  "  (Indian  Forester  for  March  1892) — ^yet, 
something  on  these  lines  would  have  to  be  introduced  at  least 
during  the  first  rotation. 
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Now  every  district  is  divided,  with  reference  to  the  Govern- 
ment Forests  situated  in  that  district,  into  Banges.  These  Ranges 
are  naturally  primarily  purely  forest  divisions  ;  but  with  very  few 
exceptions,  (a;,  which  could  either  be  rectified,  or  which  would  call 
for  special  treatment,  the  various  parts  of  a  district  inhabited  and 
under  cultivation,  would  naturally  look  to  one  or  other  of  these 
Banges  for  Aeir  forest  supplies.  It  is,  therefore,  only  necessary  to 
take  a  Range,  and  as  a  rule,  the  existing  Range,  as  the  unit  for 
working  purposes  :  and  within  this  Range  all  the  different  require- 
ments of  an  agriculturist,  or  of  an  ordinary  resident  of  the  district 
would  have  to  be  supplied. 

These  requirements  have  been  defined  above  and  for  each 
Range  tiie  following  considerations  would  arise  : — 

(1)  The  selection  of  culturable  areas, 

r2)  The  fonnation  of  grazing  areas. 

{&)  The  production  of  fuel. 

(4)  The  production  of  wood  for  agricultural  purposes. 

The  above  to  be  supplied  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet 
primarily  the  requirements  of  the  agriculturist.  With  reference  to 
this  matter,  it  need  only  here  be  mentioned,  that  many  of  the  vill- 
ages are  in  possession  of  the  so-called  Malguzari  or  '^  Communal  " 
forests,  which  were  given  to  the  Malguzars  and  the  villagers,  and 
are  still  maintained  with  the  object  of  supplying  the  residents  of  the 
villages  with  free  "  nistar  "  or  forest  produce  for  home  consump- 
tion. From  this  it  will  be  seen  that,  after  aU,  the  call  on  any  one 
Range  would  at  least,  not  at  present,  and  not  until  the  Malguzars 
had  completely  ruined  their  own  forests,  be  of  enormous  extent  ; 
except  in  those  few  Ran^s  in  the  adjoining  properties  in  which  no 
communal  or  Malguzari  Torests  exist. 

It  now  only  remains  to  consider  roughly  how  the  objects, 
enumerated  above,  may  best  be  attained  from  a  forestry  point  of 
view. 

(l).     The  8BLBCTI0N  AND  EXCISION  OF  CULTURABLE  AREAS. 

In  discussing  this  matter,  the  only  point  which  must  be  borne 
in  mind  is  that  it  is  necessary,  or  at  least  advisable,  to  maintain  a 
certain  percentage  of  the  area  of  a  district  under  forests  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  forest  produce  to  its  inhabitants.  Dr.  Schlich 
m  his  *'  Manual  of  Forestry"  has  stated  that  for  a  nation,  half  an 
acre  per  head  of  inhabitants  is  a  sufficient  area  to  be  kept  under 
forest.  But,  as  we  have  smaller  units  to  deal  with,  and  more 
especially,  if  we  bear  in  mind  the  large  extent  of  forest  area  at 
present  under  the  management  of  the  Forest  Department,  it 
would  be  as  well  to   lay  down  a  higher  minimum,   though  th3 

(a)  I  leave  oat  of  conaideration  here  thoae  areas  or  ranses  situated  fmr 
from  habitations  as  a  role,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  otBer  Goyemment 
Forests.  These  will  be  treated  of  separately.  They  would,  for  the  present, 
constitute  the   **  High  Forests."  '^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


F0RB8T  ADMINISTRATION   IN   TBI  GBNTRAL  PROVINOBB.  49 

physical  features  of  the  ground  and  its  cnltnrability  would  natur- 
ally largely  affect  this  point  ;  as  would  also  the  extent  of  private 
Malguzari  Forests. 

The  mere  procedure  of  selecting  the  culturable  areas  would 
present  no  difficulties.  Sufficient  data  could  be  supplied  at  once 
by  the  Divisional  Officers  and  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  depute 
roecially  selected  officers  either  from  the  Oommission,  or  from  the 
Forest  Department  to  visit  these  areas,  and  demarcate  and  excise 
tliose  suitable  and  required  for  the  formation  of  rvotwari  villages. 
As  soon  as  this  work  was  completed,  the  areas  and  boundaries  of 
Hie  Government  Forests  would  be  fixed  once  for  all.  The  work  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  some  importance  ;  but  it  is  neither  one  which 
would  entail  great  labour,  nor  occupy  considerable  time,  owinff  to 
the  present  satisfactory  upkeep  of  the  existing  boundary  Imes, 
though  the  interior  of  the  forests  may,  in  certain  cases,  be  more 
or  less  cut  up  with  patch  cultivation  and  even  villages. 

(n).    The  fobiiation  of  grazing  areas. 

Here  again  no  great  difficulties  should  be  experienced.  The 
difficulty,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  to  curtail  tne  areas  which 
would  naturally  fall  under  this  head.  In  every  district  there  are 
large  and  extensive  tracts,  covered  with  little  else  but  grass.  These 
would  naturally  fall  under  grazing  areas  for  thev  could  never  be 
re-stocked  unless  a  very  large,  and  a  very  doubtAil  expenditure, 
were  incurred  for  artificial  reproduction.  Besides  these,  there  are 
inumerable  tracts  varying  in  decree  from  almost  barren  areas, 
devoid  of  tree  vegetation,  to  areas  ndrlv  weU  stocked.  A  certain 
amount  of  discretion  would  eventually  have  to  be  exercised  in 
classing  these  areas  ;  though  the  extent  of  the  crazing  and  grass 
demands,  and  the  extent  of  the  forest  area  avai&ble  for  the  pole 
and  fuel  forests,  would  practically  determine  for  or  against  the 
inclusion  of  any  particular  area  among  the  grazing  class.  More- 
over, at  the  commencement,  many  or  the  areas  could  in  a  way 
form  part  of  the  grazing  areas  by  being  treated  on  a  selection 
svstem  combined  with  a  system  of  areas,  a  certain  part  of  the  forest 
tnus  yearly  remaining  opened  to  grazing.  We  next  come  to 
consider  : — 

(m). — ^The  formation  of  fuel  and     (iv)    pole  forests. 

It  is  as  well  to  say  at  once  that,  as  far  as  the  forests  of  these 
Provinces  are  concerned,  speaking  generally,  no  particular  iype 
of  forest  can  be  said  to  prevail  throughout  a  forest,  and,  moreover, 
every  forest  is  abnormal  as  regards  its  composition.  The  result  is 
that  in  each  case  the  particular  t^pe  of  forest  required  would,  so 
to  speak,  have  to  be  made  and  this,  as  far  as  possible,  during  the 
first  rotation.  And  the  forest  would  be  made  in  accordance  with 
the  sylvicultural  system  selected.  Or,  as  our  object  is  to 
produce  fuel  and  poles,  all  that  need  be  aimed  at  or  necessary,  would 
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be  the  conversion  of  the  irregnlar  forest  into  coppice — or  coppice 
with  standards,  for  by  such  a  sylvicultural  system  all  our  require- 
ments would  be  produced.*  It  is  well  known  that  this  system  of 
coppice  is  the  most  simple  to  introduce,  and  further  that  by  the 
system  of  areas,  the  age  gradation  with  their  corresponding  areas 
will  be  more  quickly  estsublished.  And  though  it  may  be  true  that, 
by  this  method,  during  the  first  rotation,  uneven  annual  returns  will 
be  obtained  ;  and  that  when  the  abnormal  state  of  a  forest  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  (a)  the  normal  age  gradations  with  their  correspond- 
ing areas,  (6)  the  normal  growing  stock,  and  (c)  the  normal 
increment,  are  missing,  that  the  normal  increment  should  be  first 
established ;  yet,  with  our  present  knowledge,  and  with  the  present 
stafiF,  all  that  could  be  expected  would  be  to  introduce  a  system  of 
areas,  the  size  of  the  areas  of  each  annual  coupe  being,  as  far  as 
possible,  on  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  quality  of  the  soil,  and,  perhaps, 
of  the  stocking  ;  though  with  regard  to  the  latter,  as  the  several 
working  sections  would  be  abnormal,  they  could  assist  each  other 
in  order  to  obtain  a  full  yield. 

These,  however,  are  purely  technical  questions  which  the 
Working  Plans  Officers  would  naturally  solve,  and  could  present 
no  insurmountable   difficulties.     All  we   wish    to   attempt,  at  the 

E resent  moment,  is  to  show  that  the  objects  the  Local  Government 
ave  at  heart  can  be   solved  by  the  principles   of  forestry,   and 
simply  by  the  formation  of 

(a\     Grazing  areas. 

(b).     Fuel  and  pole,  or  Coppice  Forests. 

Naturally,  the  above  is  merely  an  outline  of  the  course  which 
might  be  adopted  in  attempting  to  legislate  for  the  working  of 
the  forests.  We  cannot  here  attempt  to  enter  into  deteils. 
Besides  the  matters  above  referred  to,  however,  other  types  of 
forests  and  systems  of  working  would  necessarily  present  them- 
selves— Q.  few  of  which  we  may  here  mention. 

Thus  in  the  case  of  the  teak-bearing  tracts,  the  constitution  of 
these  into  pole  or  high  forest  to  be  worked  on  a  selection  system 
would  naturally  suggest  itself.  The  type  of  forest  known  as 
"  Mixed  "  or  "  High  mixed  forests  "  would  suggest  a  selection 
system,  combined  with  a  system  of  areas  so  that  grazing  might  be 
yearly  permitted  over  a  proportion  of  the  total  area.  And  so  on. 
Lastly  it  would  appear  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  with  reference 
to  the  more  inaccessible  forests,  meaning  by  this,  those  which   are 

*I  would  point  out  here  that  in  each  district,  if  not  in  each  range,  there  exist 
certain  areas,  more  or  less  extensive,  which  owing  to  their  present  composition 
would  naturally  be  first  selected  as  coppice  forests.    In  fact,  if  any  type  of  forest 

is  at  all  worked— leaving  out  of  consideration  the  real  teak-bearing  areas 

it  is  these  more  or  less  dense  or  irregular  coppice  or  scrub  jungles.  All  that  we 
could  expect  to  do  would  be  to  work  these  coppice  with  standard  forests  on  a 
rough  system  of  areas,  taking  a  fairly  low  rotation,  leaving  a  large  percentage 
of  standards,  at  least  during  the  first  rotation,  or  what  would  more  correoUy 
be  called  preparatory  period. 
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further  removed  from  oultivatioii,  and  on  which,  consequently, 
there  is  little  or  no  immediate  local  demand.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  these,  especially  as  they  are  at  the  present  moment,  as 
a  rule,  stocked  with  fairly  large  timber  trees,  should  be  maintained 
as  such  and  constituted  into  High  Forests.  The  present  policy 
tends  to  insist  on  the  fact  that  nothing  but  "  poles  and  small 
building  wood,  fuel,  light  fencing  material  as  thorns,  and  brush- 
wood for  stack  floors  '  should  be  produced.  This  is  all  very  well 
as  far  as  it  goes,  but  may  be  carried  too  far,  especially  if  too  rigidly 
adhered  to.  It  may  be  true  that  "  the  people  at  large  want  very  little 
large  timber^  and  the  increasing  use  hy  Railways  of  metal  sleepers 
renders  the  chances  of  selling  wood  of  large  scantling  smaller  than  ever^ " 
but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a  certain  quantiir  of  large  timber 
is  required  and  will  be  required  in  the  future,  and  unless  Govern- 
ment continues  tp  see  to  its  production,  it  will  not  be  available  when 
required,  as  private  owners  and  Malgnzars  cannot  be  expected  to 
lay  out  the  necessary  capital,  or  put  off  the  realization  of  an  early 
return  from  their  forests* — ^more  especially  when  it  is  considered 
how  improvident  the  Malguzars  of  these  Provinces  usually  are 
and  how  little  store  they  lay  even  on  the  mere  maintenance  ot  their 
forests. 

This  being  the  case,  whenever  a  forest  is  removed  from  oulti- 
vation,  and  from  immediate  local  demands,  and  as  long  as  it  will 
lend  itself  to  its  formation  into  a  High  Forest — ^this  system  should 
be  adopted. 

A  few  more  words  in  conclusion.  As  far  as  their  forest  ad- 
ministration is  concerned,  the  present  Local  Government  appear  to 
be  possessed  with  the  very  praiseworthy  desire  of  seeking  to 
provide  for  the  welfare  and  well  being  of  the  agriculturists,  by 
supplying  at  cheap  rates,  all  their  forest  requirements.  Sufficient 
has  been  said  to  show  us  that  it  is  not  by  the  maiutenance  of  the 
existing  systems  and  by  a  wholesale  lowering  of  the  existing  rates, 
that  these  objects  will  oe  permanently  attained.  A  solution  can 
only  be  found  in  the  introduction  of  Working  Plans.  Once  these 
are  introduced,  it  matters  little  from  a  purely  forestry  point  of  view, 
whether  the  produce  to  be  removed  yearly,  the  annual  increment, 
be  given  away  free,  or  be  sold  at  low,  moderate  or  even  high  rates. 

As  already  remarked,  it  would  appear  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment aims  at  a  higher  ideal  than  that  of  merely  raising  as  high  a 
forest  nett  revenue  as  possible  by  any  means,  fair  or  foul,  that 
may  suggest  themselves.  This  being  the  case,  the  present  moment 
would  appear  most  propitious  for  the  introduction  of  a  systematic 
system  of  working  the  forests.  Let  not  the  attainment  of  a  high 
nett  revenue  be  made  so  much  the  object  of  the  Department,  and 
the  criterion  by  which  its  work  is  judged  and  its  existence  justi- 
fied. Rather  let  it  be  insisted  upon  that  scientific  working  of  the 
forests  should  be  introduced  without  further  delay  whenever 
expedient  or   possible.     This  should  be  the   true  aim  of  a  Forest 
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Department.  The  present  nett  revenue  might  well  be  even  wholly 
discarded,  if  by  this  means  a  sound  system  of  working  the  forests 
be  introduced  and  established  ;  the  agriculturist  be  provided  in 
abundance  and  at  cheap  rates  with  the  produce  he  requires  and  to 
which  he  would  appear  to  be  entitled  ;  and  some  trustworthy  data 
relating  to  the  growth  of  the  different  trees,  and  other  sylvicultaral 
matters  be  obtained.  (  Vide  pase  10,  para  35,  of  the  Progress  Report 
of  the  Northern  Circle,  CentrsQ  Provinces,  for  the  year  1890-91). 
In  praise  of  the  Department,  it  may  be  said,  that  all,  or  almost  aU, 
that  can  be  attained  by  the  existing  indigenous  systems,  namely — 
a  very  hiffh  revenue  ;  a  small  expenditure  ;  in  almost  all  forests  a 
wonderfuUy  improved  and  in  many  cases  a  good  growing  stock  ; 
all  these  have  oeen  attained.  But  during  the  last  few  years  the 
Department  appears  to  have  been  sleeping  on  its  laurels,  onlv 
striving  to  increase  its  revenue.  It  is  now  time  to  make  a  fresn 
start.  Working  Plans,  rest  houses  and  acoonmiodation  for  the 
office  and  out-door  establishment,  roads  and  paths,  the  collection 
of  information  relating  to  the  forests  and  their  constitation,  a  large 
and  very  needed  increase  in  the  out-door  establishment — all  these, 
and  many  more  equally  important  matters  must  be  taken  in  hand 
and  started. 

But — and  it  is  a  very  big  but — all  this  naturally  means  ex- 
penditure, and  at  first,  a  fall  on  the  gross  revenue  ;  and  few,  if 
any,  wish  to  take  this  leap  into  the  dark — ^thou^h  he  may  be  sure 
of  light  and  brightness  ahead.  The  initiation  uierefore  appears  to 
rest  with  those  m  higher  authority. 

TUSCAN. 


NEW  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR 

Practical  Work  for  the  Coopers  Jlill  students. 

We  have  recently  received  copies  of  Dr.  Schlich's  and  Sir  D. 
Brandis's  proposals  regarding  the  arrangement  of  studies  of  the 
Forest  Students  at  Coopers  Hill,  with  a  view  to  lengthening  the 
time  devoted  to  practical  work  in  the  forests  of  the  Continent,  now 
that  the  Forestry  Course  has  been  extended  to  three  years. 

Sir  D.  Brandis  suggested  two  projects,  together  with  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  each,  (a)  that  students  should 
undergo  five  months  apprenticeship  under  a  German  Forest  Officer 
or  (6)  four  and  a  half  months  apprenticeship  under  a  German 
Forest  Officer,  followed  by  forty  aays  touring  with  himself. 
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As  these  two  schemes  provide  for  different  periods  of  time. 
Dr.  Schlich  has  added  a  thira  modification,  namely,  ^)  three  and  a 
half  months'  apprenticeship  under  a  German  Forest  Officer,  follow- 
ed by  40  days  touring  with  Sir  D.  Brandis.  Scheme  (c)  is  tiius 
an  altematiye  for  scheme  (a),  supposing  the  practical  training  on 
the  Continent  to  be  restricted  to  nve  months. 

Either  of  these  schemes  entails  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
cost  of  the  training  scheme,  (c)  being  the  more  expensive  of  the 
two. 

Sir  D.  Brandis  prefers  that  the  practical  work  should  be  done 
in  the  fonrth  half  year  rather  than  at  the  end  of  the  course. 
Should  this  course  be  decided  on,  Dr.  Schlich  recommends  the 
adoption  of  scheme  (a),  whereas,  were  the  practical  work  done  at 
the  end  of  the  course,  he  considers  scheme  (c)  preferable,  as  the 
students  would  then  be  better  able  to  appreciate  the  varying 
conditions  and  methods  of  treatment  found  in  a  variety  of  districts. 
In  the  event  of  the  former  method  being  adopted,  Dr.  Schlich 
makes  an  addition  by  proposing  that  three  or  four  of  the  best  men 
of  each  year  who  have  evinced  a  genuine  interest  in  their  pro- 
fession, should  be  permitted  to  visit  a  few  specially  interesting 
districts  of  the  Continent,  so  as  to  enlarge  their  views  on  their  way 
to  join  their  appointments  in  India.  The  proposals  then  stand  as 
follows  : — 

(1) .  The  students  to  remain  at  the  College  for  the  first  eighteen 
months  to  study  auxiliary  sciences,  the  principles  of  sylviculture, 
and  Sorest  mensuration,  accompanied  by  work  in  the  forest  nur- 
sery, visits  to  neighbouring  woods,  Caesar's  Camp  school  forest, 
ana  some  specially  selected  forests  in  Normandy. 

(2).  Practical  work  in  Germany  from  about  the  1st  April 
in  the  second  year  of  the  course,  until  the  beginning  of  September 
of  ilie  same  year,  the  students  to  be  placed  two  and  two  under 
selected  Prussian  Oberforsters. 

(3).  The  students  to  remain  at  the  College  throughout  the 
third  year  of  the  course  to  complete  the  study  of  forestry  in  the 
class  room  and  in  CsBsar's  Camp  school  forests,  including  the  pre- 
paration of  a  complete  Working  Plan. 

(4).  Some  of  the  most  promising  students  to  be  deputed  to 
visit  a  few  specially  interesting  forest  <ustricts  on  their  way  to  India, 
snch  students  to  be  selected  by  the  President  of  the  College  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Principal  Professor  of  Forestry. 

Should  these  proposals  be  sanctioned,  as  we  understand  that 
they  have  been,  the  first  batch  of  students  who  would  go  to  Ger- 
many are  those  who  joined  the  College  in  September  1891,  the 
men  who  joiued  in  September  1890  being  dealt  with  on  the  old 
lines. 
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Notes  on  the  State  forest  of  Lyons  (Normandy). 

( Prepared    hy  Monsieur  Le    Pire^   Inspeeteur    des  Forits^  Lyons, 

Translated  into  Enalish  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Fisher^  Assistant 

Professor  of  Forestry y  Coopers  Hill  CoUege, ) 

Area  and  locality. — ^The  State  forest  of  Lyons  contains  an  area 
of  26,211  acres. 

Itis  situated  20  miles  from  Rouen,  in  the  two  Departments  of 
the  Eure  and  the  Lower  Seine,  and  extends  over  a  tract  of  country 
bordered  as  follows  : — ^North,  by  the  plain  of  Argueil ;  east,  by  the 
valley  of  Epte  ;  south,  by  the  plains  or  Norman  Vexin  ;  south-west, 
west,  and  north-west,  the  valleys  of  Fouillebrocque,  of  the  Lieure, 
and  of  Andelle. 

This  tract,  owing  to  its  configuration,  as  well  as  to  the  varieties 
of  its  soil,  affords  characteristic  examples  of  the  various  aspects  of 
Normandy  with  its  forests,  meadows,  and  arable  lands. 

The  department  boundary  line  divides  the  forest  into  two  near- 
ly equal  portions — ^in  the  north,  the  blocks  of  Fleury  and  Gour- 
vinay,  with  an  area  of  about  11,293  acres  ;  and  in  the  south,  the 
blocks  of  Fleury  sur  Andelle,  Lyons,  and  Etr^pagny,  with  an  area 
of  14,918  acres. 

A  polygon  surrounding  the  forest  would  be  no  less  than  42 
miles  in  penmeter,  its  greatest  breadth  from  east  to  west,  as  well 
as  from  north  to  soutik,  being  about  14  miles. 

The  forest  is  demarcated  by  boundary  pillars  along  a  total 
length  of  208  miles.  The  little  town  of  Lyons  is  situated  in  the 
valley  of  the  Lieure,  in  a  nearly  central  position  as  regards  the 
forest,  which  descends  to  the  banks  of  the  Andelle  in  the  south-west 
from  the  elevated  plateau  of  Beauvoir  in  the  north-east.  The  alti- 
tude of  the  forest  above  sea  level  varies  from  164  to  722  feet. 

More  than  half  the  forest  is  situated  on  imdulating  ground, 
and  it  is  almost  cut  in  half  from  north-east  to  south-west  by  the 
fairly  deep  valley  of  the  Lieure  and  the  depressions  leading  into  it. 
The  depressions  of  Fouillebrocque  and  of  St.  Catherine's  springs 
subdivide  it  in  the  south,  pd;rallel  to  the  valley  of  the  Lieure. 

The  River  Lieure,  which  springs  up  in  the  forest  at  HoUy 
fountain,  bounds  its  eastern  blocks  to  the  south  in  a  pretty  deep 
valley,  into  which  several  depressions,  coming  down  from  the  forest, 
lead. 

Climate, — ^The  forest  of  Lyons  almost  everywhere  shows  a 
remarkable  vigour  of  growth  due  to  the  mild  and  moist  climate  of 
a  region  not  far  removed  from  the  sea. 

Soil, — ^The  soil  is  formed  by  the  weathering  of  secondary  and 
tertiary  geolomcal  strata  ;  the  former  is  only  exposed  in  the  lower 
part  of  tne  vaUeys,  and  belongs  to  the  upper  cretaceous  formation, 
consisting  of  nearly  horizontal  beds  of  wmte  chalk,  with  numerous 
layers  of  flints.    The  tertiary  strata  are  much  less  regular  and  form 
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the  subsoil  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  forest  area.  They  con- 
tain many  diflferent  mineralogical  elements — ^flints,  gravel,  qnartz, 
sand,  sandstone,  dry  sandy  marls,  plastic  clay  containing  iron,  &g' 
The  latter  is  found  in  the  depressions  of  the  silicious  strata,  consist- 
ing of  sand,  sandstone,  and  rolled  flints.  Such  a  deposit  occurs  be- 
tween Lyons  and  Gisors.  The  strata  near  Hogues  are  remarkable 
for  a  mass  of  ochraceous  sand,  puddingstone,  and  massive  sandstone. 
Everywhere  on  the  surface  of  the  Lyons  block,  sandstone  and  flints 
abound.  Near  Mont-Roti,  the  strata  contain  bright  variegated 
quartz.  From  several  places  sand,  clay,  and  sandstone  are  expor- 
ted, and  almost  everywhere  the  flints  are  utilized  for  road  metalling. 

The  soil  formed  from  very  variable  proportions  of  the  debris 
of  those  dijBFerent  elements  varies  considerably  over  small  areas, 
sometimes  attaining  a  depth  of  13  feet,  at  others  being  reduced  to 
a  superficial  coating  of  hardly  eight  inches. 

The  amount  of  moisture  in  me  soil  varies  according  to  its  com- 
position and  gradient,  the  soil  being  generally  moist  and  permeable. 
Marshy  ground  only  occurs  in  patcmes,  7*4  acres  at  Hotel-&-Dieu, 
and  has  almost  disappeared  owing  to  drainage  works  executed 
about  15  years  ago ;  but  ponds  are  not  uncommon,  and  have 
served  in  the  nomenclature  of  several  compartments.  One  of  them 
has  given  its  name  to  the  celebrated  abbey  of  Mortemer,  the  pic- 
turesque ruins  of  which  still  exist.  These  ponds  appear  to  have 
been  excavated  near  old  dwellings,  traces  of  which  are  still  visible. 

About  one  fifth  of  the  forest  area  may  be  classed  with  neigh- 
bouring first-class  arable  lands,  one  fifth  as  second  class,  two  fifths 
as  third  class,  and  the  remaining  one  fifth  as  fourth  class.  The 
estimated  value  of  the  forest  land  formerly  placed  at  16Z.  to  40Z. 
per  acre,  would  now  be  too  high. 

Species. — ^The  forest  of  Lyons  is  pre-eminently  a  beech  forest. 
This  species  occupies  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  area  ;  it  attains 
here  very  fine  dimensions  at  a  comparatively  low  age.     One  fre- 

?[uently  sees  beeches  only  100  to  120  years  old  with  a  height  of  131 
eet  and  a  diameter  of  20  to  28  inches,  measured  at  3*3  inches  from 
the  ground. 

The  wood  of  Castelier,  150  to  230  years  old,  contains  more 
than  14,291  cubic  feet  per  acre,  the  trees  there  having  a  mean 
height  of  148  feet  (  vide  Appendix  ). 

The  hornbeam  and  the  oak  are  mixed  unequally  with  the  beech, 
the  proportion  of  the  oak  being  less  than  one  fifth  of  the  stock. 
The  wild  cherry,  ash,  birch,  aspen,  and  sallow  only  appear  occa- 
sionally, the  two  latter  merely  in  the  young  thickets,  before 
cleanings  have  been  made. 

A  few  small  woods  of  Scotch  pine  may  also  be  noted,  situated 
on  soils  at  present  too  poor  for  broad-leaved  species. 

The  sycamore  and  elm  have  been  introduced  into  some  old 
blanks. 

Nature  of  the  stock,  its  age,  and  density  of  growth. — Most  of 
the  forest  is  composed  of  woods  with  a  proper  succession  of  ages 
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np  to  120  years.  Some  few  woods  are  150  to  160  years  old.  Nearly 
everywhere  in  the  regeneration  fellings  the  presence  of  a  certain 
nomber  of  old  standards  compensates  for  the  relatively  low  age  of 
the  rest  of  the  orop.  On  the  whole,  middle-aged  trees  somewhat 
preponderate. 

Few  other  forests  in  France  are  so  completely  stocked.  Blanks 
are  almost  entirely  nnknown,  and  plantations  are  only  required  to 
complete  the  natnral  regeneration,  at  the  extremeb^  rare  places 
where  it  is  delayed  beyond  the  nsnal  time.  These  plantations  are 
generally  made  to  introduce  oak  into  pure  beech  woods. 

From  time  immemorial,  the  forest  of  Lyons  has  been  treated 
according  to  the  regular  high  forest  system,  and  it  is  dne  to  this 
treatment  that  its  woods  are  so  exceptionally  weU  stocked. 

Working  Plan  of  the  Forest, 

Method  of  working, — The  forest  of  Lyons  is  treated  as  high 
forest  by  the  shelter-wood  compartment  system  (  Mdthode  de  rdense- 
mencement  naturel  et  des  dclairdes  ^, 

The  working  plan  sanctioned  in  1862,  but  actaally  applied 
since  1856,  divides  the  forest  into  15  working  sections  {s^ries)^ 
with  a  rotation  of  150  years  for  each,  which  is  subdivided  into  six 
periods  of  25  years  each  for  working  sections  1  to  12  and  14.  The 
area  to  be  worked  in  each  period  is  termed  a  periodic  block. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  period,  1881,  the  revision  of  the  work- 
ing plan  was  carried  out  for  these  13  sections,  the  annual  yield  of 
the  principal  fellings  being  calculated  for  the  second  period.  The 
allocation  of  the  improvement  fellings  ( thinnings  ana  cleanings  ) 
was  at  the  same  time  fixed  for  the  second  period,  each  compart- 
ment to  be  gone  over  twice  during  the  period. 

In  the  13th  and  15th  working  sections  the  rotation  was  sub- 
divided into  five  periods  of  30  years  each,  and  the  first  period 
expired  in  1885.  The  revision  of  the  working  plan  for  these 
sections  took  place  in  1886,  and  the  allocation  of  the  improvement 
fellings  made  ;  they  will  go  over  the  ground  three  times  during 
each  period  of  30  years.  The  forest,  therefore,  for  13  working 
circles  is  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  second  period,  and  for  the  two 
others  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  second  period  ( in  1892  ). 

Principal  fellings. — ^Three  regeneration  fellings  (seeding, 
secondary,  and  nnal  felling  )  are  carried  out,  as,  although  natural 
regeneration  is  certain,  it  is  not  rapid  enough  for  ihe  seed-bearers 
to  be  removed  in  one  felling,  and  tney  are  i£o  useful  in  affording 
protection  to  the  young  crop. 

At  present,  in  the  middle  of  the  second  period,  seeding  fellings 
are  most  frequent. 

Secondary  fellings  have,  nevertheless,  been  made  in  some  of 
the  working  sections,  in  the  first  seeding  felling  of  the  second 
periodic  blocks.  Certain  portions  of  these  fellmgs,  where  tiie 
regeneration  has  been  very  favourable,  are  already  partially  under 
the  final  felling. 
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Improvement  fellings^ — ^The  improvement  fellings  are  regnla- 
ted  by  area.  These  felnngs,  daring  each  period,  go  over  all  ihe 
periodic  blocks  which  are  not  nnder  regeneration  ;  that  is  to  say, 
for  the  second  period,  the  1st,  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  periodic  blocks, 
except  in  the  13th  and  15th  sections,  which  have  only  five  periodic 
blocks. 

Accordingly,  as  these  fellings  mast  recar  twice  or  thrice  in 
each  period,  the  total  area  is  divided  by  one  half  or  by  one  third  the 
nmnber  of  years  in  the  period,  and  thas  the  area  of  the  annaal 
improvement  feUings  is  calculated. 

The  sabdivision  of  the  periodic  blocks  into  areas  for  each 
annaal  thinning  has  been  marked  oat  on  the  groand,  thas  perpetaat- 
ing  the  regular  coarse  of  these  fellings. 

In  the  yoang  woods  of  the  first  periodic  blocks,  the  improve- 
ment fellings  are  at  present  cleanings  (removal  of  soft  woods  and 
getting  free  valuable  species )  ;  in  the  other  periodic  blocks  they 
are  ordinary  thinnings,  that  is  removal  of  suppressed,  defective,  or 
dying  trees,   setting  free  oaks,  and  sometimes  in  the   5th  or  6th 

Eeriodic  blocks,  felling  certain  old  trees  which  cannot  be  expected  to 
ve  until  the  5th  or  6th  periods,  and  so  well  surrounded  by  ihe 
younger  growth  that  there  is  no  danger  of  the  crop  being  over 
thiimed. 

TiBLD  ;  Nature  of  Fobbst  Produob  and  Market  for  it. 

Yield. — ^The  annual  yield  of  the  forest  of  Lyons  is  more  than 
988,837  c.  feet  of  principal  produce  ( from  regeneration  fellings 
calculated  by  volume  ),  and  of  nearly  1,977  acres  of  improvement 
fellings,  yielding  more  than  30,000  stores  and  200,000  faggots, 
representmg  847,575  c.  feet  or  a  total  annual  yield  for  the  forest  of 
1,836,412   c.  feet,  about  71  c.  feet  per  acre. 

This  figure  does  not  exceed  the  annual  increment,  and  mav  be 
increased  when  a  regular  gradation  of  ages  has  been  everywhere 
established  throughout  the  forest. 

The  figure  of  5,716  c.  feet  per  acre,  representing  the  actual 
mean  volume  of  the  mature  standing  crop  now  being  regenerated, 
and  of  which  the  average  age  hardly  exceeds  100  years,  and  which 
has  already  furnished  a  nearly  equal  volume  under  the  head  of 
thinnings,  proves  the  correctness  of  this  estimate. 

Marketable  produce. — ^The  oak  (sessile  and  pedunculate  ),  the 
beech,  hornbeam,  wild  cherry,  birch,  ash,  and  maple,  are  the  chief 
marketable  species  of  the  forest  of  Lyons.  We  merely  mention 
the  aapen,  sallow,  and  scotch  pine,  which  up  to  the  present  time 
have  only  yielded  produce  in  the  cleanings,  all  faggots,  except  a 
few  pine  poles. 

Oak. — ^Oak  of  good  quality  is  exported  from  the  forest  in  logs, 
or  planks.  Second-class  trees  are  sawn  up  into  railway  sleepers, 
beams,  or  spUt  into  staves,  park  palings,  wheel  spokes,  &c.  The 
crowns  of  large  trees  and  all  small  oak  wood  are  sold  for  fuel. 
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Oak  trees  of  moderate  gize  are  not  much  in  demand.  The  price 
of  oak  railway  sleepers  has  gone  down  almost  to  the  same  figure 
as  for  beech.  Beams  for  use  in  construction,  find  few  purchasers. 
This  is  due  to  the  competition  of  iron  girders,  and  of  imported  wood. 
Hardly  any  oak  bark  is  sold  in  the  forest  of  Lyons. 

Beech, — ^The  demands  for  beech  have  varied  considerably 
during  the  last  few  years. 

After  having  experienced  a  depression  of  nearly  6  per  cent, 
from  1880  to  1886,  owing  to  the  cessation  of  the  trade  in  railway 
sleepers,  and  to  the  diminution  of  that  of  sabots,  beech  has  recently 
somewhat  recovered  in  price  ;  railway  sleepers  are  regularly  sold 
from  the  fellings,  certamly  at  rather  a  low  price,  but  still  this 
assures  a  sale  for  beechwood  of  large  dimensions,  and  secures  a 
better  price  for  firewood. 

The  sabot  industry  also  absorbs  a  number  of  middling-sized 
beech  trees  ;  the  finest  wood  is,  however,  exported  in  logs  for  the 
Parisian  sawmills,  or  those  of  the  neighbournood,  where  they  are 
converted  into  planks  for  furniture,  or  into  coopers'  wood. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  beech  wood  is  used  for  fuel  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  forest,  or  at  Rouen  and  Elbeuf,  some  fire* 
wood  from  the  centre  parts  of  the  forest  going  to  Paris. 

Hornbeam, — ^The  finest  pieces  of  hornbeam  are  used  for  the 
sabot  and  other  industries  ;  most  of  this  wood,  however,  is  used 
for  fuel  in  the  same  localities  as  beech  wood. 

Wild  Cherry, — ^The  wild  cherry  is  greatly  in  demand  for  the 
saw-mills  for  chair  making.  Some  fine  trees  of  this  species  are 
found  in  the  forest. 

Ash. — ^Ash  is  only  found  of  a  limited  size  and  is  therefore  only 
used  for  certain  homely  purposes,  poles,  Ac.  Very  little  wood  of 
this  species  is  large  enough  for  wheelwrights'  work,  but  there  will 
be  a  fair  supply  when  certain  woods  come  under  the  axe. 

Birch, — ^The  same  remarks  apply  here  as  for  the  ash.  A  few 
trees  become  large  enough  for  sabot  making,  but  the  wood  is  gene- 
rally used  for  fuel.  This  is  also  the  case  as  regards  the  field  maple, 
its  dimensions  being  inadequate  for  other  employment. 

The  sycamore  and  the  elm  are  only  found  in  plantations  and 
have  not  yet  come  into  use. 

The  other  inferior  species  are  only  made  into  faggots  coming 
from  the  cleanings,  or  in  charcoal  wood. 

Scotch  ptTie, — The  Scotch  pine  is  restricted  to  148  acres  in  the 
forest  of  Lyons,  and  has  hitherto  only  been  felled  in  cleanings  or 
thinnings,  and  furnishes  posts  for  fences,  and  firewood. 

Trade  in  firewood, — Firewood  in  the  forest  of  Lyons  is  sold 
as  split  wood  of  different  lengths,  and  as  round  wood  2ft.  2in. 
long,  and  as  wood  for  charcoal.  This  last  product  is  only  of  limited 
importance  and  its  preparation  only  increases  when  the  price  of 
firewood  is  particularly  low.  Charcoal  is  then  made,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  transport  and  secure  a  rapid  clearance  of  the  fellings. 
Not  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  firewood  is  so  employed. 
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Carbonisation  is  effected  at  Lyons,  and  in  the  forest  in  very 
small  kilns  of  from  283  to  706  stacked  c.  feet 

The  demand  for  faggots  varies  considerably,  but  on  account  of 
their  relatively  small  nmnber  and  the  minute  subdivision  of  the 
forest,  a  number  of  ready  purchasers  are  secured. 

Price  of  material, — ^The  price  of  wood  in  the  forest  of  Lyons 
has  not  onlv  followed  the  general  fall  in  prices  which  has  prevailed 
during  the  last  few  years,  on  account  of  tne  competition  of  iron  and 
imported  timber,  but  this  has  been  aggravated  locally  by  the  dif- 
ficulty and  the  high  price  of  labour. 

The  fact  that  firewood  at  Lyons  'is  only  worth  three-fiths  of 
its  price  at  Rouen  24  miles  distant,  shows  now  important  it  is  to 
improve  the  means  of  transport 

The  average  price  of  the  cubic  metre  of  standing  timber,  inclu- 
sive of  stem,  top,  and  branches,  has  been,  during  the  last  ten  years 
2^.  a  cubic  foot  for  the  principal  fellings,  and  If  rf.  a  cubic  foot  for 
the  thinnings.  This  gives  a  mean  annual  revenue  of  15,840/.  or 
12*.  &d.  an  acre,  for  the  whole  forest ;  or  of  18*.  4d.  per  acre  if 
we  include  the  value  of  the  minor  produce. 

This  figure  is  very  inferior  to  the  normal  revenue  ;  it  exceeded 
1/.  3<.  4{i.  per  acre  in  1830,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  wiU  soon 
go  up  at  least  to  16*.  id.  per  acre,  when  the  present  commercial 
crisis  has  terminated. 

Minor  produce. — Lidependently  of  the  saleable  wood,  and  of 
the  dead  wood  given  away  to  the  neighbouring  poor  people,  the 
forest  of  Lyons  yields  certain  accessory  produce,  the  value  of  which 
is  realised  either  in  cash  or  in  daily  labour. 

First  of  all  in  the  former  category  comes  the  game,  which 
produces  880Z.  a  year. 

The  total  yield  in  money  of  the  other  minor  produce,  quarries, 
removal  of  cIot,  sand,  ferns,  plants,  &c,  is  not  of  much  importance, 
about  160Z.  The  numerous  quarries  opened  out  in  the  forest  cause 
a  much  greater  loss  than  their  receipts  out  their  concession  is  neces- 
sary in  the  public  interest. 

Concessions  of  standing  dead  wood,  of  ferns,  or  heather,  are 
repaid  by  daily  labour  at  Sie  rate  of  70*6  stacked  c.  feet  or  50 
bundles  for  eacn  day.  The  same  may  be  said  of  pannage,  one  day 
for  each  pig  during  a  season  of  six  months.  These  days  form  a 
precious  resource  tor  the  maintenance  of  roads,  and  the  execution 
of  urgent  and  unforeseen  works. 

Detailed  Account  of  the  Method  of  SBLEOTiNa  Tbeeb 

TO  BE  FELLED. 

Seedinq  fellings. — In  a  normal  wood  of  the  dense  growth  found 
at  Lyons,  the  trees  reserved  at  a  seeding  felling  are  in  number 
about  one  third  of  the  standing  crop,  but  only  one  half  in  volume, 
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as  the  finest  middle-aged  trees  are  selected  as  seed-bearers.  The 
oldest  beech  are  generally  felled,  as  middle-aged  trees  are  more 
fertile,  and  yield  seed  of  a  better  quality. 

Preference  is  always  given  to  oak,  already  so  scarce  in  the 
forest,  and  care  is  taken  to  concentrate  the  seed-bearers  of  this 
species,  as  its  light  shade  requires  concentration  to  protect  the 
seedlings  from  frost  and  drought.  The  extraction  of  the  stumps  of 
most  of  the  felled  trees  is  a  good  preparation  for  natural  regenera- 
tion, which  is  also  facilitated  iwherever  necessary  by  the  use  of  the 
Bienvenu  forest  plough. 

This  plough,  idvented  by  M.  Bienvenu,  at  present  Honorary 
Sub-Inspector  of  Forests,  is  constructed  like  a  cultivator  with  three 
teeth,  each  placed  on  a  spring  strong  enough  not  to  yield  in  ordi- 
nary work,  out  only  when  it  meets  with  an  obstacle  such  as  a  root 
or  large  stone.  A  double  lever  also  affords  means  of  regulating  at 
will  the  depth  of  the  work,  and  of  raising  the  whole  apparatus  so 
as  to  avoid  obstacles,  or  portions  of  ground  already  stocked,  whiob 
are  not  to  be  ploughed  up. 

The  instrument  is  worked  by  one  man  and  two  horses,  but  on 
ground  very  weedy,  or  covered  with  brambles,  two  men  are  requi- 
red, one  to  drive  tne  plough,  and  the  other  to  free  the  instrument 
from  weeds  from  time  to  time.  The  best  and  most  economical 
results  have  been  obtained  by  the  use  of  this  instrument,  which 
works  fast  and  well.  Hoeing  is  only  employed  in  places  where  the 
soil  is  too  stony  or  too  steep,  or  in  out-of-the-way  places  too  small 
to  repay  the  cost  of  transport  of  the  plough.  Owing  to  the  neces- 
sity for  working  a  great  number  of  places  in  the  forest,  the  operation 
is  carried  on  both  before  and  after  the  fall  of  the  mast.  Tne  work 
done  is  useful  in  both  cases  ;  if  before  the  fall  of  the  mast,  the 
latter  gets  on  to  loose  soil  and  is  covered  by  the  dead  leaves  ;  if 
after  it,  a  large  quantity  of  mast  is  buried  in  the  ground.  The 
latter  method  is  preferable  in  woods  most  frequented  by  red  deer, 
especially  by  hinds.     The  plough  costs  16Z. 

Secondary  and  final  fellings. — The  location  of  the  fellings 
depends  on  the  condition  of  the  young  crops  and  the  limit  fixed 
for  the  annual  yield.  In  every  working  section,  therefore,  fellings 
considered  necessarp'  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  young  growth 
are  always  made  beu>re  commencing  to  regenerate  a  new  area  by  a 
seeding  felling. 

In  the  forest  of  Lyons,  where  the  beech  predominates,  the  work 
is  facilitated  by  the  faculty  which  this  species  possesses  for  support- 
ing prolonged  shade.  As  the  oak  differs  in  tms  respect,  great  care 
is  taken  to  set  free  its  seedlings  as  soon  as  this  becomes  necessary. 

The  course  of  regeneration  being  naturally  irregular,  the  secon- 
dary and  final  fellings  are  frequently  amalgamated  into  one,  which 
is  called  a  secondary  felling  in  some  cases  and  a  final  felling 
in  others. 
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The  secondary  fellings  generally  follow  six  to  eight  years  after 
the  seeding  fellings,  and  are  themselves  pretty  quickly  followed  hy 
the  final  fellings.  The  regeneration  is  therefore  completed  in  from 
ten  to  fifteen  years  at  the  outside. 

Compartments  where  the  oak  predominates  form  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  and  if  the  seeding  may  have  to  be  awaited  as  long  as  for 
the  beech,  it  is  completed  more  rapidly,  but  imfortunately  is  more 
difficult  to  secure. 

Thinninas, — Most  of  the  thinnings  are  sold  standing  by  unit  of 
produce  which  method  is  profitable  financially  and  sylviculturally. 
The  trees  to  be  felled  are  marked  either  with  the  forest  guard's 
hammer  or  with  the  marker  ;  the  merchant  then  fells  and  converts 
them,  the  produce  being  afterwards  measured  and  its  price  regula- 
ted at  the  rate  agreed  upon  at  the  auction. 

By  this  method,  the  forest  officials  can,  at  any  time,  during  the 
felling,  increase  or  correct  the  markings.  The  necessity  for  care- 
fully preser^dng  the  oak  in  the  Lyons  forest  renders  this  method 
peculiarly  valuable. 

As  thinnings  are  made  by  area,  marking  for  them  merely 
follows  sylvicultural  rules.  Generally  they  are  limited  to  the 
removal  of  dying  and  suppressed  trees  ;  under  the  light  cover  of 
the  oaks,  even  hornbeam  of  little  promise  is  left,  being  useful  in 
keeping  up  the  density  of  the  leaf  cannopy.  The  operation  follows 
nature,  rarely  forestalls  it.  The  forester  is  guided  also  by  the  state 
of  the  crop  and  quality  of  the  soil,  marking  lightly  on  poor  soil  and 
warm  aspects,  but  more  boldly  wherever  a  vigorous  growth  allows 
him  to  reduce  the  number  of  stems  without  endangering  the  density 
of  the  woods. 

While  strictly  respecting  these  rules,  the  compact  condition  of 
the  woods  renders  the  produce  of  the  thinnings  very  large  :  the 
last  thinnings  executed  produced  more  than  714  c.  feet  and  120 
faggots  per  acre.  Some  woods  actually  yield  1,143  stacked  cubic 
feet  per  acre. 

Cleanings, — The  cleanings  are  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  and  for  them  a  special  credit  is  afiforded,  whilst  the  produce 
is  sold  and  the  price  credited  to  the  State.  These  operations  have 
for  their  object  not  only  to  thin  out  the  over-dense  thickets  of 
young  wood,  but  also  and  chiefly  to  protect  valuable  species,  and 
especially  oaks.  With  this  object  in  view,  one  need  have  no 
hesitation  in  removing  or  pruning  a  beech,  hornbeam,  or  other 
species  which  is  threatening  young  oak  saplings. 

The  sale  of  the  produce  of  a  cleaning  frequently  scarcely 
covers  its  cost,  but  their  future  usefulness  gives  them  great  import- 
ance. No  markings  can  be  made  in  these  fellings  on  account  of 
the  great  number  and  small  size  of  the  stems,  and  the  work  can 
only  be  entrusted  to  skilled  workmen  constantly  supervised  and 
directed  by  the  guards  and  forest  officers. 
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APPENDIX. 

Note  on  Compartment  E\  Canton  du  Castelier^  in  the  12th  worUng 
section.     {Area  67'88  acres.) 

This  compartment  contains  4,660  trees  (173  oaks,  4,244 
beech,  243  hornbeam),  or  69  trees  per  acre.  The  trees  have  an 
average  age  of  160  years,  with  some  old  standards  180 — 240  years 
old.     The  average  volume  is  14,291  c.  feet  per  acre. 

Some  sample  areas  chosen  in  the  best  part  of  the  wood, 
show  : — 

1.     For  the  area  containing  the  trees   largest  in  diameter, 

48  trees  per  acre  cubing   15,578  c.   feet  per  acre,  an 

average  of  345  c.  feet  per  tree. 
2      For  the  part  of  the  area  where  the  trees  are  tallest,  81 

trees,  and  15,006  c.  feet  per  acre,  185   c.   feet  for  the 

average  tree. 

Taking  the  wood  as  a  whole,  the  mean  height  of  all  the  trees  is 
nearly  184  feet,  some  trees  even  attaining  164  feet.  The  diameters 
at  3*3  feet  from  the  ground  vary  from  14  in.  to  43  in.  and  the  law 
of  diminution  of  these  diameters  (the  rate  at  which  the  trees  taper 
with  elevation  above  the  ground)  varies  between  1  per  cent,  for 
trees  below  4*9  feet  3*3  feet  from  the  ground,  and  at  the  most 
2  per  cent,  for  the  tallest  trees.  The  total  surface  of  the  horizon- 
tal sections  of  the  stems  measured  at  3*3  feet  from  the  ground 
is  2T7  ^  ^^  ^^®  ioiaX  area  of  the  compartment. 

Coopers  Hill. 
6th  July  1892. 


Insects  injurious  to  Coniferae. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  valuable  paper  by  Mr.  W.  F.  H. 
Blandford,  M.  A.,  F.  Z.  S.,  &c..  published  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Society,  will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers. 

"  Of  all  families  of  trees,  the   Ooniferse  suffer   most   severely 

*  from  the  attacks  of  insects,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  species 

*  which  they  support,  and  to  the  difficulty  which,  on  account  of  their 

*  physiological  characteristics,  thev  have  in  withstanding  injury. 

*  The    wide  area    over  whicn   forests  of  these    trees    extend 

*  increases  the  danger   of  insect-attacks,   in  accordance  with  a  well- 

*  known  law  which  holds  with  injurious  insects  ;  and  it  is  among 
'  Coniferge  alone  among  trees,  and  among  the  forest-species  of 
'  Pine,  Fir,  and  Larch — for  the  Yews,  Cypresses,  Thuyas,  &c,  do 
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not  now  concern  us — that  have  happened  those  repeated  instances 
of  widespread  destruction  over  large  forest  areas  which,  occurring 
even  before  economic  forestry  began  to  change  the  character  of 
the  primitive  mixed  woods,  probably  increased  in  number  and 
severity  at  that  epoch,  and  have  continued  at  intervals  to  the  pre- 
sent day. 

*  A  striking  example  of  this  destruction  is  that  which  happened 
in  the  period  1853-68,  in  East  Prussia,  Poland,  and  Russia, 
when  the  Spruce  was  killed  over  an  area  of  7,000  square 
German  miles.  A  similar  instance  is  that  afforded  last  year  in 
the  Bavarian  forests  by  the  plague  of  the  same  destructive  in- 
sect (Lipa^ris  monacfia) ;  the  loss  caused  by  this  to  the  revenue 
was  estimated  at  £40,000. 

*  The  immense  importance  of  these  attacks  has  given  an  im- 
petus to  the  study  of  forest-insects  on  the  Continent,  and  a  not 
inconsiderable  mass  of  literature  has  sprung  up.  In  this  the 
foremost  place  must  be  given  to  the  works  of  Ratzeburg,  who 
was  the  first  to  place  this  branch  of  entomology  on  a  truly  scien- 
tific basis. 

'  In  the  large  number  of  insects  feeding  on  these  trees,  only  a 
few  are  of  habitual  importance,  but  exceptional  abundance  of  a 
normally  unimportant  species,  will  bring  about  unexpected  damage. 
This  sometimes  occurs  m  Great  Britain,  and  I  have  heard  com- 
plaints of  damage  which  was  not  assignable  to  any  of  the  regular 
destroyers,  but  which  could  not  be  identified  in  the  absence  of 
specimens. 

'  Now  the  standpoint  of  the  systematic  entomologist  or  of  the 
collector,  is  not  the  same  as  that  of  the  economist,  and  papers 
written  by  the  one  will  not  always  serve  for  the  enlightenment  of 
the  other.  The  former  is  apt  to  neglect  certain  small  points  bear- 
ing on  the  habits  of  the  insect  which  do  not  immediately  concern 
him,  and  especially  those  connected  with  the  appearance,  vitality, 
and  aftergrowth  of  the  plant  on  which  his  prey  lives  ;  while  the 
economist,  more  particularly  the  practical  forester,  who  thinks 
more  of  the  injured  plants  than  of  the  destroyer,  has  occasionally 
a  royal  disregard  of  the  sordid  details  of  specific  characters,  which 
brings  him  into  trouble  when  he  discovers  that  closely  allied 
species  often  have  remarkably  different  life-histories.  In  writing 
the  account  of  any  new  injurious  insect,  it  is  essential  that  an 
exact  determination  of  the  species  shall  be  made,  and  the  life- 
history  constructed  as  completely  as  possible  from  personal  ob- 
servation, especially  with  regard  to  times  of  appearance,  or  if 
abeady  recorded,  it  should  be  verified  bv  observed  facts. 

*  The  special  liability  of  some  ConifersB  (PinuSy  Picea,  Abies^ 
Larix)  to  injury  by  insects,  and  the  important  character  of  such 
injury,  are  due  to  the  following  facts. 

'  1.  There  is  a  very  large  number  of  insects  which  attack 
them.  Kaltenbach  enumerates^  299  on  the  forest  conifers  in 
Europe.     This  number  falls,  indeed,  far  short  of  the  537  assigned  to 
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*  the  Oak,  but  neither  list  can  be  taken  as  strictly  accurate.     Many 

*  species  are  omitted,    especially  from  the  former  list,  while   in  the 

*  case  of  the  Oak  the  number  appears  to  be  swelled  by  the  dragging 

*  in  of  species  having  little  real  connection  with  that  tree. 

'  In  Ratzeburg's  "  Forest-Insekten  "  95  species  are   tabulated 

*  as  injuring  Coniferae,  while  only  3G  are  referred  to  the  Oak  ;  but 

*  subsequent  researches  would  increase  both  these  figures. 

'  2.     Every  part  of  the  tree  is  liable  to  energetic  attacks  from 

*  one  insect  or  another — the  roots,  the  bark  of  the  trunk  and  bran- 

*  ches,  the  wood,    needles,  shoots,    and  lastly  the    cones,  the   seed- 
'  production  of  which   may  be  greatly   lessened  by   insects  feeding 

*  in  their  interior. 

'  3.     A  common  form  of  injury,   especially  on  the  Continent, 

*  is  defoliation.     Now  complete  defoliation  of  a  Conifer,  other  than 

*  the  Larch,  usually   means  the   death  of  the  tree,    because  of  the 

*  slowness  with  which  the  injury  is  repaired. 

'  If  an  Oak  is  stripped  by  Tortrix  viridana — an  annual  occur- 

*  rence  in  many  English  w  oods — or  a  Hawthorn  by  Hyponomevia 
'  padella,  as  in  our  London   parks   and  gardens,  the  tree  generally 

*  grows  a  new  crop  of  leaves  late  in  the  year,  provided  that  the 
'  defoliation  is  suflSciently  complete  and  sufficiently  early  ;  but  if  a 

*  Spruce  or  Pine  be  stripped  and  survive,  not  only  are  no  further 
'  needles   produced  the  same  year,  but  next  year's  growth  may  be 

*  delayed  a  month,  and  the  new  needles  are  stunted  and  form  the 
'  curious   bristle-needles   figured  by  Ratzeburg.     The  tree  will  take 

*  four  or  five  years    to  recover  iis  normal  covering   of  needles,  and 

*  with  them  its  normal  process  of  growth  ;  so  that  during  that  period 

*  the  total  increment  will  only  equal,  or  may  even  be  less  than,  that 

*  of  a  single  ordinary  season. 

'  4.  Defoliation  renders  a  tree  liable  to  the  attacks  of  other 
'  insects,  especially  of  the  much-dreaded  bark-beetles,  which  have 
'  so  often  completed  the  havoc  beffun  in  European  forests  by  hordes 
'  of  caterpillars.     I  do  not   intend  to  discuss   here   all   the  various 

*  aspects  of  the  perennial  and  much-vexed  question  as  to  the  econo- 

*  mic  importtmce  of  these  and   other  wood-feeding   insects   aud  the 

*  8uscei)tibility  of  perfectly  healthy  trees  to  their  attacks,  but  refer- 

*  ence  to  it  cannot  be  entirely  omitted. 

'  It  may  be   true    that  bark-beetles    and    longicoms    never 

*  attack  a  tree  in  perfect  health  ;  that  is  the   opinion  of  many  ento- 

*  mologists,  whose  number  by  no  means  includes  all  those  whose 
<  familiarity  with  forestry  compels  them  to  keep  sight  of  the  prac- 
« tical  side  of  the  question — men  like  Eichhoff,  the  leading  author- 
« ity  on  these  beetles  and  the  head  of  a  large  forest-district,    Judeich 

*  and  Nitsche,  &c.  Yet  a  disease  would  not  be  considered  unim- 
« portant  by  the  physician  because  it  rarely  or  never  attacked  the 
«  robust  ;  if  it  occurred  as  the  sequela  of  other  complaints,  killing 
« patients  whose  recovery  would  have  been  certain,  it  would  de- 
(  mand  serious  attention.     So  these  beetles,  as  the  health  of  every 
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*  tree  in  a  forest  cannot  be  assured,  still  possess  importance  even  if 
'  their  attacks  are  limited  to  the  sickly  plant. 

'  But   though   no   one   doubts  that  they,  in  common  with  all 

*  insects,  prefer  an  unhealthy  plant  to  a  healthjr  one,  they  may  not 
'  always  reject  the  latter.     Here  in    Great   Britain   there   is   great 

*  difficulty   in   arriving   at   a  just  conclusion,    for  many  injurious 

*  species  are  unknown  or  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  it  is  dangerous 
'to  argue  about  the  habits  of  anyone  kind  from  analogy  with  those 
'  of  another.  Though  a  species  breeding  in  small  numbers  in  a 
'  wood  with  plenty  of  brood-material  may  let  alone  timber  which  it 
'would  attack  if  it  were  present  from  any  cause  in  immense 
'  swarms  impelled  by  the  necessity  of  egg -laying  and  with  lack  of 
'  suitable  breeding-places,  there  is  yet  evidence  that  these  insects, 
'  if  dying  or  injured  wood  is  not  at  hand,  attack  sound  trees  for 
'  egg-laying,  and  if  the  assault  does  not  succeed,  the  large  number 
'of  attempted  burrows  serve  to  weaken  the  tree,  wnich  may 
'  succumb  after   several  repetitions.     When  it  is  recollected  that  a 

*  square  mfetre  of  bark  has  been  known  to  contain  nearly  five 
'  thousand  larvae  of  Tomicus  typographiLs^  it  will  be  seem  that  a 
'  large  quantity  of  suitable  breeding-material  may  cause  an  increase 
'  in  the  numbers  of  these  insects  that  will  jeopardise  the  healthy 
'  trees.  A  particular  form  of  injury  inflicted  by  some  of  these 
'  beetles  is  that  of  attacking  and  breeding  in  the  crown   and   upper 

*  branches  of  old  trees  whose  vitality  is  not  great.  This  attack, 
'  which  spreads  down  the  branches  till  the  main  trunk  is  involved, 
'  has  been  described  on  certain  deciduous  trees,  and  is  of  importance 
'  as  likely  to  be  overlooked. 

'  Damage  by  storm,  snowfall,  frost,  or  by  forest  fires,  or  cater- 
'  pillar-defoliation,  together  with  careless  forestry  and  the  slovenly 
'  accumulation  of  loppings,  felled  timber,  and  unbarked  logs,  serve 
'  to  foster  the  development  of  such  insects,  till  serious  injury  is 
'  risked.  The  thin-barked  Spruce  sufifers  more  than  the  Pine,  and 
'  it  was  the  forests  of  this  tree   that  were   so   terribly   ravaged   by 

*  bark-beetles  in  the  Harz  Mountains  during  the  last  century. 

'  That  bark-beetles  have   been  associated   with  destruction  of 

*  trees  over  immense  areas  is  undoubted  ;  and  it  lies  with  the  advo- 
'  cates  of  the  theory  that  their  presence  is  immaterial  to  show  what 
'  those  forests  would  have  died  from  in  the  absence  of  bark-beetles, 
'  instead  of  invoking  mysterious  and  unnamed  "  diseases."  The  most 
'  serious  attempt  to  prove  another  cause  for  the  destruction  of  the 
'  trees  is  that  of  Lindeman,  who  associated  the  beetles  with  the 
'  presence  of  Agaricus  melleus.     This,  however,  appears  to  be  un- 

*  proved. 

'  5.  Not  a  few  insects  feed  during  some  part  of  their  lives 
'  on  or  in  the  young  shoots  of  Conifers,  m  the  leader  or  the  extrem- 
'ities  of  the   lateral   branches.     When  the   leader   perishes,    the 

*  upward  growth  is  checked  until  one  or  more  branches  of  the  top 

*  whorl  twist  round  to  supply  its  place.  So  lateral  branches  are 
'  destroyed  or  have   their   growth  stopped,  and  the  tree   becomes 
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'  altered  in  shape  and  appearance.  Such  mutilated  Pines  abound 
*'  in  almost  all  woods  in  the  South  of  England. 

'  6.  The  practice  of  growing  large  pure  woods  of  Conifers  of 
'  uniform  age  tends  especially  to  widespread  ravages.  Most  Conifer- 
'  feeding  insects  will  not  touch  deciduous  trees,  and  many   are  con- 

*  fined  to  a  single  species  of  Conifer.  Others,  again,  limit  their 
'  attacks  almost  completely  to  a  single  period  in  the  life  of  a  tree. 
'  Curculio  abietis  is  very  destructive  to  trees  under  seven  years  old, 
'  comparatively  harmless  to  those  of  ten  or  more  years.  In  a  pure 
'  wood,  the  conditions  favourable  to  increase  of  an  insect  pest  exist 
'  over  the  whole  area  at  once,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  the  supply  of 
'  food,  the  facilities  for  egg-laying  or  for  migration  to  fresh  districts 
'  from  the  part  infected. 

'  Under  these  circumstances,  a  bad  insect  attack  localised  in 

*  one  spot  of  an  extensive  forest,  is  an  exceedingly  dangerous  thing, 

*  and  it  has  been  necessary  on  several  occasions  to  isolate  such  an 
'  area  in  a  European  forest  and  destroy  it  with  fire  to  prevent  the 
'  hatching  of  myriads  of  winged  moths  which  would  spread  over 
'  the   neighbournood.     The   danger   and   expense   of  so  drastic  a 

*  measure  are  obvious.  It  is  a  universal  rule  that  the  larger  the 
'  district  cultivated  with  any  particular  plant,  the  greater  is  tne  risk 
'  of  inseci^attack,    while   small  isolated  plantations  become  infested 

*  with  difficulty " 

In  the  body  of  his  paper,  Mr.  Blandford  describes  what  can  b© 
done  to  minimize  the  damage  done  by  the  particular  insects  he 
deals  with  and  in  conclusion  he  observes: — "  iSTo  Conifer- wood  can 
'  be  kept  free  from  the  risk  of  insect-injury,  unless  it  is  freed  from 
'  newly  dead  and  dying  wood,  cut  branches,  and  fresh  stumps.  There 
'  is  no  need  for  the  systematic  removal  of  the  covering  of  needles, 

*  the  natural  protection  to  the  ground,  nor,  as  a  rule,  of  small  twigs 

*  and  branches  much  under  an  inch  in  diameter. 

'  It  is  not  rarely  objected  by  those  anxious  to  free  a  wood 
'  from  insects,  that  this  thorough  cleaning  is  too  costly  to  be  put 
'  into  practice.     Without  it  the  insects   cannot  be  kept  down,  and 

*  it  is  lor  them  to  look  at  the  cost  of  labour  and  the  opportunity  for 

*  disposal  of  such   timber,  and   decide  whether  it  is  cneaper  to   let 

*  the  insects  flourish  or  not. 

'  The  first  cleaning-up  of  a  neglected  forest -is  no  doubt  costly, 
'  but  after  that  has  taken  place,  there  is  plenty  of  evidence  to  show 
'  that  systematic  and  orderly  removal  of  dead  yrood  is  profitable  in 

*  the  long  run,  unless  exceptional  destruction  of  timber  over   scat- 

*  tered  areas   by  storms   or   snowfall     should   unduly   strain   the 

*  forest  resources. 

'  No  one  who   is   familiar   with   the  pitiable   appearance  of  a 

*  Pine-wood  thinned  out  badly  by  Myelophilus  piniperda  can  doubt 
'  that  in  this  matter  penny-wisdom  sometimes  leads  to  pound- 
'  foolishness,  and  that  in  the  end  the  practice  of  keeping  the  forest 

*  thoroughly  clean — a  practice  advocated  for  many  generations  by 
'  scientific  foresters — ^is  the  best  and  safest." 
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EXPERIMENTS  REGARDING  THE 

Cover  of  trees  reseiTed  in  Coppice  with  Standards. 

An  extract  from  a  Bulletin  du  Mirusthre  de  V Agriculture 
recently  received,  contains  the  results  of  numerous  experiments 
made  by  M.  Bartet,  Inspecteur  Adjoint  des  Forets  at  Nancy  regard- 
ing the  Cover  of  Coppice  Standards,  by  cover  being  meant  the 
surface  formed  by  the  projection  of  die  crown  of  a  tree  on  the 
ground.  The  object  of  the  experiments  is  to  assist  in  deciding 
questions  which  the  choice  and  application  of  different  systems  of 
reserving  standards  may  give  rise  to.  To  avoid  difficulties,  the  age 
of  the  trees  has  been  completely  ignored  and  in  all  cases  the  cover 
is  compared  to  the  diameter  of  the  trunk  taken  at  Im.  30  above  the 
surface  of  the  ground  and  the  cover  is  taken  as  being  equal  to  a 
circle  constructed  with  the  average  diameter  of  the  horizontal 
projection  of  the  crown.  This  surface  has  not  been  actually 
calculated,  the  calculations  being  restricted  to  determining  simply 
the  average  diameter  of  the  crown  corresponding  to  each  category 
of  trunk  diameter. 

The  method  of  measurement  and  the  nature  and  situation  of 
the  trees  experimented  on,  comprising  some  616  Oak,  169  Beech, 
and  50  Hornbeam,  are  explained,  and  the  results  obtained  tabulated. 

The  conclusions  drawn  from  figures  given  in  the  table  for  the 
Oak  Bvejlrstf  that  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  soil 
and  the  age  at  which  the  coppice  is  exploited,  the  relation 
between  the  diameter  of  the  crown  and  the  diameter  of  the 
stem  diminishes  constantly  as  the  standards  increase  in  girth. 
Secondly,  that  the  lateral  development  of  the  crown  be- 
comes slower  and  slower  as  the  trees  become  old.  Third,  that 
for  trees  of  a  given  size  the  diameter  of  the  crown  varies  but 
little  with  changes  in  the  rotation  of  the  coppice  or  in  the  quality 
of  the  soil.  The  figures  also  show  that  so  far  as  regards  the  re- 
lative development  of  the  crown  and  the  stem,  the  Beech  and  the 
Hornbeam  are  regulated  by  the  same  laws  as  the  Oak. 

The  results  obtained  differ  entirely  from  the  theory  hitherto 
adopted  in  the  Cours  de  Culture,  a  difference  arising  entirely  from 
the  amount  of  cover  allowed  by  the  authors  (Lorentz  et  rarade) 
for  the  average  tree  of  each  age  class.  In  an  example  taken  for 
a  hectare,  the  cover  obtained  according  to  the  Cours  de  Culture  is 
not  one  half  that  obtained  if  the  calculations  be  made  according  to 
the  table  above  referred  to,  a  result  which  will  doubtless  tend  to 
modify  the  hitherto  accepted  principle  that  the  standards  in  a 
coppice  should  not  cover  more  than  one-third  of  the  ground 
immediately  before  the  exploitation. 

A.  F.  G. 
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Influence  of  altitude  on  the  growth  of  Forests 
aod  Trees. 

A  most  interesting  paper  is  published  in  the  Allgemeine 
Forst  undJagd  Zeitung  of  November,  1892,  by  Dr.  Seiroko 
Honda  of  Tokio  on  his  enquiries  regardmg  the  influence  of  the 
height  above  the  sea  level  on  the  growth  of  forest  trees,  and  their 
reducing  factor. 

The  enquiries  and  valuation  surveys  have  been  very  searching 
and  extended  over  areas  of  elevation  ranging  from  900  to  1050 
metres,  from  1050  to  1200  metres,  from  1200  to  1350,  and  from 
1350  to  1500  metres. 

The  results  of  the  experiments  are  shortlv  smnmarized  showing 
that  with  increase  of  absolute  elevation  of  the  locality,  the  follow- 
ing changes  take  place  in  the  growth. 

A. — The  individual  tbbb. 

1.  The  increase  in  height  lessens  regularly  and  distinctly. 

2.  The  basal  increase  also  decreases,  but  less  so  than  the 
growth-height. 

3.  Increase  in  volume  lessens  gradually. 

4.  The  stage  of  inunaturity  in  all  these  directions  is  prolonged. 

5.  The  form  of  the  bole  becomes  less  and  less  cylindrical  and 
approaches  more  and  more  the  neiloid. 

6.  The  proportion  of  the  increase  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
tree  decreases  from  the  bottom  towards  the  top   of  the  stem. 

7.  The  reducing  factor  becomes  smaller. 

8.  The  crown  formation  gets  lower  in  proportion  to  the  bole. 

9.  The  proportion  of  small  branch  wood  increases. 

B. — Of  the  Forest. 

10.  The  actual  number  of  stems  per  area  increases,  whilst, 
however — 

11.  The  number  of  stouter  and  dominant  trees  decreases. 
12      The  mean  height  of  the  forest  decreases. 

13.  The  total  basal  area  decreases,  not  very  apparently,  but 
belongs  to  a  great  extent  to  trees  of  inferior  growth. 

14.  The  outturn  in  timber,  scantling  and  first  class  wood 
decreases  distinctly. 

15.  The  outturn  in  small  branch  wood  increases  to  some 
extent. 

16.  Trees  of  the  same  age  are  more  inclined  to  form  groups 
The  article  is  worthy  of  perusal  and  study. 
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The  Departmental  Blazer. 

Sir, 

The  subject  of  a  Departmental  Blazer  seems  to  have  dropped, 
I  hope,  only  temporarily,  for  I,  for  one,  would  gladly  subscribe  to 
the  movement  and  get  a  blazer  when  its  colour,  ac,  is  decided  on. 
I  think  the  two  or  three  shades  of  green  already  suggested  by  one 
of  your  correspondents,  will  be  nie  most  suitable  arrangement  of 
colours — ^three  shades  for  choice  and  in  perpendicular  stripes. 

Yelli  Hoitu. 


NoTB. — We  have  been  expecting  a  pi^ttem  from  *'  Vslleda,'  See  Angiut 
No.,  p.  306.     Woold  he  kindly  send  it. 

Hon.  Ed. 


Tiger   skins. 

Would  some  of  your  readers  kindlv  inform  me  if  they  have 
shot  tigers  with  long  hair  (1  to  2  inches).  In  Central  or  Southern 
India,  I  don't  think  the  hair  ever  grows  to  this  length.  I  have  shot 
upwards  of  30  tigers  and  have  been  at  the  death  of  some  30  more, 
but  none  of  these  had  long  hair.  My  reason  for  asking  is 
because  lately  I  examined  two  tiger-skins  in  a  furrier's  shop  and 
they  had  hair  from  1  to  2  inches  all  over.  And  they  were  priced 
£  45  and  £  18  1 

The  former  was  for  a  very  fine  large  skin  beautifully  marked. 
The  shopman  said  the  skin  of  a  Bengal  tiger  would  cost  £  8  or 
£10,  but  he  had  not  any  on  stock  :  those  he  showed  me,  came  from 
North  China  (?) 

Dublin,  E.  D. 

December,  1892. 
18 
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The  recent  Bombay  i\ules. 


Sir, 

The  rules  concerning  the  relations  of  Forest  and  Revenue 
Ofl&cers  in  the  Bombay  rresidency,  which  were  published  in  page 
xcvi  of  the  October  Number  of  your  Journal  indicate  such 
radical  changes  of  r^ime,  and  are  withal  so  complicated  on  account 
of  saving  clauses  which  modify,  or  wholly  annul  other  clauses 
of  the  rules,  that  it  may  not  be  inopportune  to  attempt  a  statement 
of  the  net  results.  With  your  permission,  I  will  thefore,  show,  by 
means  of  parallel  columns,  the  principal  changes  effected  accord- 
ing to  my  interpretation  of  the  rules,  so  far  as  1  feel  able  to  define 
them,  but  it  will  be  found  that  some  require  explanation  by  their 
authors  : — 


Old  Bules 

1.  The  Conservator  is  responsible 
for  the  management  of  the  forests  of 
his  Circle. 


2.    The  posting  of  Superior  Execu- 
tive Officers  rests  with  Conservators. 


3.  The  appointment  of  inferior 
officers  rests  with  the  Divisional 
Officer  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
Conservator. 

4.  The  Conservator  is  Head  of  the 
Forest  Department  in  his  Circle,  but 
correspondence  between  him  and  Qov- 
ernment,  affecting  the  general  admin- 
istration of  the  district  shall  be  sent 
through  the  Commissioner. 


5.  All  correspondence  between  the 
Conservator  and  the  Divisional  Officer, 
affecting  the  general  administration  of 
the  district  shall  be  sent  through  the 
Collector.  The  Collector  shall  not 
issue  orders  to  the  Divisional  Officers 
except  in  emergent  cases. 


6.  The  Divisional  Officer  subject  to 
the  Control  of  the  Conservator,  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  technical  working  of 
the  forests  of  his  Division. 


New  Bales 

1.  The  Collector,  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Commissioner,  is  respon- 
sible for  the  management  of  the  foreste 
in  his  CoUectorate  (Rules  2,  7,  12,  13 
14,  18,  22,  27). 

2.  The  posting  of  Superior  Executive 
Officers  rests  with  the  Conservator 
subject  to  the  veto  of  the  Collector 
(Rules  6,  7).  It,  therefore,  may  be  said 
to  rest  with  the  CoUector. 

3.  The  appointment  of  inferior 
officers  rests  with  the  Collector  (Rule  6). 


4.  The  Commissioner  is  Head  of  the 
Forest  Department  in  his  Division,  and 
shall  settle  all  forest  questions  on  which 
he  does  not  consider  the  opinion  of 
Government  necessary  ;  interpret  Qov- 
ernment  orders ;  and  issue  orders  ac- 
cordingly to  Collectors  and  Conserva- 
tors (Rules  1,  28). 

6.  All  correspondence,  without  ex- 
ception, between  Divisional  Officers  and 
Conservators  shall  go  through  the  Col- 
lectors. On  the  other  hand  the 
Collector  shall  issue  such  orders  as  he 
thinks  fit  to  the)  Divisional  Officer  ; 
his  correspondence  with  the  Divisional 
Officer  shall  be  direct  and  not  com- 
municated to  the  Conservator,  and  in 
forwarding  the  latter's  letters  to  the 
Divisional  Officer,  he  shall  issue  such 
orders  as  he  thinks  fit  on  the  subject  c^ 
the  correspondence,  without  interfering 
with  purely  technical  details  (Rule  10.) 

6.  The  Divisional  Officer,  subject  to 
the  Control  of  the  Collector,  is  respon- 
sible for  the  technical  works  of  the 
forests  (Rules  9,  12,  13,  14). 
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Old  Bales 


7.  The  Examination  of  ExeontiTe 
Officers'  offices  shall  be  conducted  by 
the  Divisional  Officer  alone. 


New  Bales 

Obviously  the  Gon«ervator  coald  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the  non-fulfilment 
of  technical  works  obstructed  by  the 
Collector,  It  is  necessary  to  note  here 
that  with  regard  to  the  above  rules  5 
and  6  which  seem  to  clash,  that  although 
an  undefined  current  of  responsibility 
of  the  Conservator  in  regard  to  **  techni- 
cal matters  "  pervades  the  rules,  it  if 
quite  impossible  in  many  cases  to  say 
with  whom  the  responsibility  really 
lies.  Rule  4,  taken  alone,  throws  res- 
ponsibility, generally,  on  the  Conserva- 
tor, fiut  the  principal  proposition  in 
rule  4  is  **  subject  to  the  other  provi- 
sions of  these  rules";  oonsequently* 
rule  13,  for  example,  would  efface 
rule  4  so  far  as  the  (prettv  wide)  scope 
is  concerned,  the  general  tendency  of 
the  rules  being,  however,  to  throw  all 
responsibility,  or  as  much  as  possible, 
on  the  Collector.  I  take  it  that  he 
alone  will  be  practically  responsible 
for  the  proper  management  in  all  its 
forms  of  the  forests,  although  it  must 
be  admitted  that  a  more  definite  state- 
ment of  the  Collector's,  or  Conservator's, 
functions  in  this  respect  is  desirable. 
Here  another  difficulty  crops  up  :  it 
appears  to  be  impossible  to  draw  a  line 
between  the  technical  and  the  non- 
technical !  One  is  sometimes  merged  in 
or  overlaps,  the  other;  and  separate 
responsibility  in  regard  to  the  two 
functions  will  be  found  to  represent 
many  difficulties  in  practice.  Under  ths 
eirrumstanrtty  the  only  clear  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  seems  to  be  to  give  the 
Collector,  in  precise  terms,  free  hand  in 
all  matters  technical  or  non-technical, 
and  to  make  the  Conservators  functions 
purely  consultative. 

7.  The  examination  of  the  Executive 
Officer's  offices  shall  be  conducted  by 
the  Collector  and  his  Assistants  (Rule 
18.  No  reference  is  made  to  inspec- 
tions by  the  Divisional  Officer,  and  it  it 
not,  therefore,  apparent  from  these 
rules  whether  he  shall  also  conduct 
examinations  or  not.  Nor  is  it  stated 
what  is  to  happen  after  the  examina- 
tions by  the  Collector  and  his  Assis- 
tants. Presumably,  they  will  merely 
record  notes  on  the  results  of  the& 
labours  for  the  information  of  the 
Divisional  Officer,  because  the  sections 
of  the  Forest  Code,  under  which  it  la 
the  duty  of  the  Divisional  Officer  to 
examine  the  offices  of  his  subordinates, 
apparently  still  remain  in  force,  and 
it  would  cause  confusion  if  several 
were  to  be  allowed  to  issue  orders  to  a 
subordinate  on  the  same  subject. 

PUZZLED. 
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Stamps  on  forest  School.  Students'  agreement  boods. 

The   following   order  has  recently  been  issued  by  Government. 
"  In  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  by  Section  8,  of  the  Indian 

*  Stamp  Act  (I  of  1879),  the  Governor-General  in  Council  is 
'  pleased  to  remit  the  duties  payable  on  the  agreements  and  security 
'  Bonds  required  to  be  executed,  under  the  Rules  to  regulate   ap- 

*  pointments  and  promotions  in  the  Provincial  Forest  Service,  by 

*  students  and   their  sureties   previous  to  entry  into  the  Forest 

*  School,  Dehra  Dto." 


Allotment  to   f rovinces   of  newly  arrived 
forest  Officers. 

A  recent  despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State  has  laid  down  that 
in  future  Regulations  it  is  to  be  settled  that  Forest  Officers  on 
passing  out  of  Coopers  Hill  are  to  be  '^  posted  at  the  discretion  of 
*the   Secretary  of    State  after  consulting  the    President  of  the 

*  College  and  the   Principal  Professor  of  Forestry,  to   the  several 

*  Provinces  according  to  the  needs  of  the  public  service." 
The  new  rule  will  not  come  into  force  until  the  Entrance  Exami- 
nation of  1894. 


Forest  Works  in  the  JIadura  District,  JIadras. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Madras  Revenue  Board  we  have 
received  a  copy  of  the  Conservator's  recent  inspection  note  on  this 
District  and  the  discussion  on  it.  We  do  not  propose  to  enter  into 
the  controversial  questions  of  which  there  are  many,  except  to 
remark  that  the  system  in  which  the  Conservator  and  Collector 
both  have  their  say  and  the  Board  decides,  is  a  much  better 
one  than  what  is  likely  to  result  from  the  recent  Bombay  Rules. 
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The  most  interestinff  item,  perhaps,  is  that  regarding  the 
erection  in  the  Alagar  Malai  Reserve  of  a  wire  rope  along  which 
firewood  is  run  down.  The  Conservator  says  that  the  wire  rope 
IS  about  900  feet  long  which  gives  an  incline  of  about  1  in  6.  The 
Collector  adds  that  since  the  Conservator's  visit,  the  rope  has 
worked  very  successfully,  and  as  much  as  37^  maunds  have  been 
run  down  in  an  hour.  The  wire-rope  is  only  |  inch  thick  and 
has  broken  twice.  We  should  mucn  like  to  hear  more  of  this 
experiment  and  hope  Mr.  Gass  will  favour  us  with  an  account  of  it. 

In  regard  to  grazing,  we  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Collector 
approves  of  a  distinction  being  made  between  cattle  used  for  agri- 
culture and  others. 

Although  in  one  or  two  instances  he  disagrees  with  the  Con- 
servator, as,  of  course,  must  be  expected  sometimes,  it  is  clear  that 
the  Collector,  Mr.  E.  Turner,  takes  much  interest  in  Forest  work 
and  understands  the  responsibility  which  rests  with  him  regard- 
ing it. 


I'v^.-iiBj-v^xaai-'ws. 


f  rogress  Report  of  Forest  Conservancy  in  Ceylon 

for  1891. 

Our  Review  of  the  Report  for  1890  was  printed  in  the  Feb- 
ruary, 1892,  No.  of  this  Journal.  The  Report  of  the  year  1891  is 
rather  more  intelligible  as  regards  the  names  of  trees,  for  the  scien- 
tific names  are  occasionally  given. 

The  area  of  Reserved  Forest  was  slightly  increased,  but  pro- 
gress is  slow  and  as  the  Conservator  grimly  remarks  "  at  the  present 

*  rate  it  will  take  some  400  years  to  reserve  the  valuable  forests  of 

*  the  Island  if  they  still  exist  by  that  time."  The  reason  seems  to 
be  that  Settlement  Ofl&cers  are  appointed  but  they  do  nothing.  In 
one  case,  however,  a  Settlement  OflBcer  did  do  a  little  work  and 
the  result  is  best  given  in  the  Conservator's  own  words.  We 
wonder  what  the  Bombay  Government  would  say  to  such  out- 
spoken criticism  ! 

"  One   of  them,   however,  which  was  forwarded  for  my  infor- 

*  mation,  showed  that  the  Forest  Settlement  Officer  did  not  limit 
'  himself  to  the  strictly  legal  question  of  admitting  or  rejecting 
'  claims,  but  that  he  allowed   certain  villagers   rights  to   which  no 

*  claim  had   been  raised,  merely  because  some  day  the  want  might 

*  arise,  not  because  from  personal  inquiry   he  found  the    right   to 

*  have  previously  existed.  I  hardly  think  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Forest 
« Settlement  Omcer  to   become   a  philanthropist  towards  a   small 
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'  section  of  the  community  at  the  expense  of  the  public  at  large. 

*  In  the  instance  quoted,  little  harm  has  been  done,  but  I  think  it  is 

*  a  very  dangerous  precedent." 

Enumeration  Surveys  towards  Working  Plans  have  been  made 
in  several  Districts  and  the  results  are  given  in  the  Report.  In 
the  Trincomalee  District  a  valuation  made  at  Kiripangankulam  over 
72  acres,  gave  3  ebony,  5  satin  wood,  and  about  28  other  trees  per 
acre  on  an  average  ;  while  in  the  Northern  Provinces  a  similar 
survey  found  only  18  trees  per  acre,  of  which  8  satinwood,  and  3 
ebony.  The  Conservator  remarks  that  if  the  latter  valuation  is  a 
good  sample  of  a  fairly  good  forest,  it  helps  to  explain  why  forest 
work  in  Ceylon  is  so  expensive  as  compared  with  that  in  India  and 
shews  that  far  larger  areas  are  required  to  maintain  the  same 
supply. 

The  following  extract  regarding  the  relations  between  the 
Revenue  and  Forest  officers  will  interest  our  Bombay  subscribers 
and  shew  them  that  their  grievances  find  their  counterpart,  to 
some  extent  also,  in  Ceylon.  We  feel  sure  that  the  difficulties  will 
disappear  by  degrees  with  tact  and  management. 

"  In  six  of  the   Provinces  the  dealings  between  Government 

*  Agents  and  the  Assistant   Conservators  have,  on  the  whole,  been 

*  satisfactory,  notwithstanding  occasional  friction.     The  Govem- 

*  ment  Agents   consider   the  Assistant  Conservators  as  their  Assis- 

*  tants  in  Forest  matters,  and  entrust  them  largely  with  the  Forest 

*  administration  of  their   respective   Provinces.     Where   this   co- 

*  operation  exists,  the  administration   is  by  far  the   most  successful; 

*  and  the  headmen,  knowing  that  the   Forest  Officers  have  the  Go- 

*  vemment  Agent's  support,  are  much  more  willing  to  help  them. 

*  The  Eastern  Province  and  Sabaragamuwa  can  be  quoted  as 
^  examples  in  point.     On  the  other  hand,  in  the  Western  and  Nor- 

*  them  Provinces,  there  is  no  such  co-operation.     The  Government 

*  Agents  give  orders  to  subordinates  without  referring  to  the  Assis- 
^  tant  Conservators,  who  are  in  some  cases  left  in  ignorance  of 
'  forest  work  which  has  been  carried  out,  and  of  expenditure  dis- 

*  bursed   during  the   year.     This  has,  in   the  case  of  the  Western 

*  Province,  led  to  confusion  in  the  accounts  and  to  an  expenditure 
'  larger   than   the   vote   allotted.     In  the   Central    Province,   the 

*  Government  Agent  declined  to  have  any   responsibility   with  res- 

*  pect  to  forest  business,  and  as  I  received  no  orders  from  Govem- 

*  ment  to  take   over   the   responsibility,  the  Assistant   Conservator 

*  was  more  or  less  independent  of  all  control." 

The  damage  done  by  fires  lit,  as  usual,  by  graziers  to  obtain 
fresh  grass,  is  reported  to  be  rather  serious  because  the  results  are 
that  the  trees  at  the  edges  of  the  forest  'sholas'  get  burned  and  the 
grass  area  extends  every  year.  This  used  to  happen  and  may  still 
happen  in  places  in  the  Niligiris  but  there  the  extension  of  a 
grass  fire  to  the  sholas  is  prevented  by  the  simple  expedient  of 
stripping  off  the  turf  in  a  belt  around  the  shola  some  ten  feet 
broad.  We  commend  that  idea  to  the  Ceylon  Foresters,  but 
their  grass  may  be  stronger  and  taller  than  tiiat  of  the  Blue  moun- 
tains. 
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Most  of  the  valuable  trees  appear  to  have-  seeded  well,  the 
Halmilla  {Bern/a  Ammonilla)  especially  so.  The  Conservator  re- 
commends preparatory  fellings  of  a  fairly  heavy  character  in  order 
to  encourage  the  natural  reproduction  of  most  of  the  best  kinds. 
It  seems  that  Na  {Mesua  ferrea)  prefers  to  germinate  in  shade  as 
<io  Ihe  Diin  trees  (species  of  Doana)  and  Halmilla,  while  satinwood 
and  ebony  require  light. 

A  considerable  amount  of  planting  work  seems  to  be  done  in 
Ceylon,  and  in  such  a  country,  where  forest  conservancy  has  only 
come  late  and  the  old  forests  have  been  found  nearly  ruined,  a 
large  amount  of  work  in  artificial  reproduction  is  probably  neces- 
sary. As  in  the  Nilgiris,  so  in  the  Ceylon  hills,  l^e  Australian 
Eucalypti  and  Acacias  nave  been  found  the  most  profitable  of  fuel 
trees  :  while  in  the  plains  districts  attention  has  chiefly  been  devoted 
to  the  rearing  of  Teak.  During  the  year,  475^  acres  were  added 
to  the  Ceylon  plantations  and  it  is  creditable  that  most  of  them  are 
recognised  as  successes.  We  note  a  new  system  of  rearing  teak 
seedUngs  thus  described — ^^  The  seed  was  spread  in  trenches  2  in. 
^  deep  and  watered  constantly.    After  seven  days  it  commenced  to 

*  germinate,  the  number  of  sterile  seeds  proved  to  be  very  small ; " 
but  we  are  not  told  what  was  done  with  the  seedlings,  whether 
they  were  pricked  out  into  beds  or  put  in  baskets  or  what. 

Of  works  of  utilization,  the  chief  were  the  erection  of  a  saw- 
mill at   Batticaloa  and   of  two   wire-shoots  each  of  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  in  the  Central  Province,  for  the  Extraction  of  Railway  fuel. 
The  financial  results  of  the  year  were 

Ks. 
Bevenue  ...  ...  ...     4,10,035 

Expenditure     ...  ...  ...     4,41,205 

Deficit        ...       31,170 

A  deficit,  which,  in  a  comparatively  poor  Colony,  must  be  rather 
serious.  Various  reasons  are  given  for  it,  but  clearly  it  is  due 
to  the  large  expenditure  on  preliminary  works  and  it  is  apparently 
expected  to  be  early  recouped.  In  1890,  it  will  be  remembered, 
the  surplus  was  Bs.  88,528. 

We  will  conclude  with  a  short  extract  regarding  the  issue  of 
licenses  for  shooting  elephants  which  will  greatly  amuse  some  of 
onr  sporting  readers  : — 

"  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  grumbling  on  account  of  the 

*  license  for  shooting  elephants  being  raised  to  Rs.  100.  I  cannot 
'  see  much   cause  for   this  grumbling.     To  a  person  who  has  never 

*  shot  an   elephant  and  who  is  desirous  of  killing  one,  an  elephant 

*  should  be  well  worth  Rs.  100,  and   an  animal  of  this  kind  should 

*  satisfy  most  men.     Those  who  are  not  satisfied,  should,  if  they  are 

*  not  willing  to  pay  the  money,  confiuQ   themselves  to  prescribed 

*  rogues,  which  the  Government  Agents  will  gladly  allow  them  to 
kiU  without  paying  for  licenses." 
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Timber  Physics. 

We  have  received  a  printed  copy  of  the  first  of  a  series  of 
bulletins  on  Timber  Physics  compiled  by  Mr.  B.  E.  Femow, 
Chief  of  the  Forestry  Division,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
which  has  been  published  by  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture.  The  object  of  the  bulletins  is  to  record  the  results  of 
an  extensive  investigation  into  the  nature  of  the  important  woods 
of  the  United  States,  especially  their  mechanical  and  technical  pro- 
perties and  the  dependence  of  these  upon  structure  and  physical 
condition  and  upon  the  conditions  under  which  the  wood  was  grown. 
The  bulletin  now  under  reference  is  preliminary  in  its  nature, 
being  intended  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  work  which  is  to  follow 
and  is  partly  begun. 

The  first  part  of  the  memorandum  is  devoted  to  the  "  Need 
of  the  investigation."  Mr.  Femow  points  out  that  the  properties 
of  the  various  timbers  are  not  well-known  and  that  while  attempts 
more  or  less  systematic  have  been  made  to  determine  these  proper- 
ties there  does  not  exist  much  reliable  published  information  for 
general  use.  Several  instances  are  given  of  the  waste  of  valuable 
material  which  has  resulted  from  this  ignorance  ;  for  instance,  the 
employment  of  fine  black  walnut  timber  for  fence  rails,  posts  and 
firewood  ;  again  until  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  many  million  feet 
of  hemlock  {Abies  canadensis)  were  left  to  rot  in  the  woods  after 
the  bark  had  been  taken  for  tanning  purposes,  or  this  timber  was 
not  cut  at  all,  because  its  value  for  building  purposes  was  not 
understood  or  was  underrated.  Another  instance  is  given  of  how, 
in  Alabama  alone,  an  annual  saving  of  |40,000  to  |50,000  has  been 
effected  by  utilizing  the  wood  of  the  chestnut  oak  for  sleepers  on  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad,  a  large  amount  of  wnich  wood 
was  a  few  years  ago  allowed  to  rot,  the  tree  being  felled  for  the 
tan  bark  alone. 

Mr.  Femow  states  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the 
direct  and  indirect  losses  which  the  country  suffers  from  ignorance 
as  to  the  true  values  and  strength  of  its  building  timbers.  A 
resume  of  some  hundred  letters  received  from  leading  engineers, 
scientific  societies  and  others,  is  appended  to  his  report,  which,  while 
strongly  favouring  the  thorough  investigation  of  tne  U.  S.  timbers, 
are  of  interest  also  as  showing  the  multiplicity  of  directions  in 
which  the  work  would  be  of  benefit. 

The  investigation  known  under  the  name  of  "  Government 
Timber  Tests,"  which  is  to  be  the  most  comprehensive  of  the  kind 
ever  undertaken  anywhere  in  the  U.  S.  or  in  Europe,  is   stated  to 
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differ  from  all  former  attempts  in  that  direction,  in  that  it  starts 
out  with  the  fullest  recognition  of  three  facts. 

*'  (1).     That  in  order  to  establish  reliable  data  as  to  mechanical 

*  properties  of  our  timbers,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  very  large 
'  number  of  tests  by  which  the  range  as  well  as  average  capabilities 
'  of  the  species  is  determined. 

*  (2).     That  in  order  to  enable  us  to  make  the   most   efl&cient 

*  practical  application  of  the  data  thus  obtained,  it   is  necessary   to 

*  know  the  pnysical  and  structural  conditions  of  the  test  material 
'  and  bring  these  into  relation  with  the  best  results. 

'  (3).  That  in  order  further  to  deduce  laws  of  relation 
'  k^tween  mechanical  properties  and  the  physical  and  structural 
'  condition  as  well  as  the  conditions  under  which  the   material   was 

*  produced,  it  is  necessary  to  work  on  material  the  history  of  which 
'  is  thoroughly  known.' 

After  certain  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  making  the  tests  on  a 
large  number  of  specimens  of  known  origin  and  known  physical 
condition,  Mr.  Femow  adds  "  While  some  experiments  would  lead 

*  us  to  believe  that  specific  weight  is  a  fair  expression  of  the  strength 
'  of  timber  of  the  same  species,  yet  it  would  be  hazardous  to  rely 
'  upon  this  factor  without  regard  to  other   physical  conditions   and 

*  structural  features  of  the  timber." 

Such  ring-porous  woods  as  the  oaks  and  ash  show  the 
greatest  strength  and  elasticity  when  their  annual  rings  are  wide, 
while  the  slow-grown  moun^in  oak  seems  to  excel  in  stiffness. 
From  conifers,  on  the  other  hand,  according  to  Hartig,  the  slow- 
grown  timbers  seem  to  exhibit  superior  Quality ;  hence  those  from 
rich  soils  are  not  desirable.  This  again  has  appeared  doubtful  or, 
at  least,  true  only  within  unknown  limits  from  Bauschinger's  ex- 
periments which  showed  that  tensile  strength  in  pines  was  indepen- 
dent of  the  total  width  of  the  annual  ring  but  dependent  on  the 
ratio  between  the  spring  wood  and  summer  wood.  That  wet  soil 
produces  brittle,  dry  or  fresh  soil  tough,  timber,  is  believed,  but 
needs  proof.  Contrary  to  general  opinion,  the  time  of  felling  seems 
to  be  without  influence  on  the  strength  of  pines.  The  degree  of 
seasoning  on  the  other  hand  seems  to  increase  the  strength, 
although  it  would  still  have  to  be  found  out  whether  the  manner 
and  rapidity  of  seasoning  may  not  change  this  result.  Toughness 
or  capacity  for  bending  without  rupture  on  the  contrary,  is  claimed 
to  be  inversely  proportionate  to  seasoning. 

The  second  part  of  the  memorandum  treats  of  the  scope  and 
historical  development  of  the  science  of  "  Timber  Physics,"  the 
subject  matter  comprised  in  this  branch  of  applied  natural  science 
being  arrang  )d  as  follows  : — 

I.     Wood  structure  or  Xylotomy. 
20 
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(a).  Exterior  form  (ft)  Interior  structural  appearance 
(c)  Minute  anatomy  or  histology,  (d)  Classifica- 
tion of  woods  according   to  structural   features. 

(e)    Laws      of  wood    growth    (/)   Abnormal 
formations. 

II.     Physical  properties. 

(a).  Exterior  appearance,  (b)  Material  condition  (c) 
Classification  of  woods  according  to  such  physi- 
cal properties  as  determine  their  application  in 
the  arts. 

III.  Chemical  properties. 

(a).  General  chemical  analysis  of  wood  (b)  Carbo- 
hydrates of  the  wood  (c)  Extractive  materials  (d) 
Antiseptic  materials  (e)  Mineral  cx)nstituents. 

IV,  Mechanical  properties. 

(a).     Form  changes  without  destruction  of  cohesion. 
(6).     Form  changes  with  destruction  of  cohesion, 
V.     Technical  properties. 
VI.     Diseases  and  faults. 
VII.     Relation  of  properties  to  each  other. 

The  history  of  previous  works  carried  out  in  this  connection  is 
then  given  and  the  third  pa.rt  of  the  memorandum  devoted  to  the 
"  Organization  and  methods  of  the  Timber  Examinations  in  the 
Division  of  Forestry." 

The  work,  as  at  present  organized,  is  carried  out  by  four 
departments  viz  : — 

1.  The  collecting  department. 

2.  The  department  of  mechanical  tests. 

3.  The  department  of  physical  and   microscopic   examina- 

tion of  the  test  material. 

4.  The  department  of  compilation  and   final   discussion   of 

results. 

The  bulletin  concludes  with  a  description  of  the  different 
methods  employed  in  carrying  out  the  various  experiments  ;  instruc- 
tions for  the  collection,  &c.,  of  test  pieces,  blank  forms  and 
illustrative  records  and  finally  drawings  of  the  machinery,  &c. 
required  for  carrving  out  the  experiments. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  NEPAL  KHBDDA  ON  THE  QANOES.  79 


•v".-SH:iK:j^.ii. 


The  Nepal  J(hedda  on  the  Ganges. 

With  the  permission  of  Government,  the  elephants  of  the 
Nepal  Khedda,  under  the  orders  of  the  Superintendent,  Major 
Jeet  Singh  Bahadur,  have  been  permitted  to  march  from  the 
Nepal  territory  along  the  foot  of  the  Himalaya  in  order  to  try 
and  capture  some  of  the  wild  elephants  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  forests  of  the  Diin  and  in  tnose  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Ganges  opposite.  Accordingly,  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks, 
the  whole  party  with  no  less  than  275  elephants  of  all  sizes  have 
been  camped  at  Chila  close  to  Hurdwar  and  engaged  in  the 
endeavour  to  catch  such  herds  and  single  elephants  as  were  heard 
of  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  camp  was  an  enormous  one,  and 
a  very  strange  sight,  some  of  the  elephants  being  splendid  animals. 
Two,  notably,  were  of  enormous  size  and  very  powerful  brutes, 
the  biggest  of  all  being  a  huge  tusker  named  '  Jfarain  Gaj.'  In 
order  to  assist  the  Superintendant  in  his  work,  Mr.  F.  A.  Leete, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  was  placed  on  special  duty,  and  he 
has  been  good  enough  to  inform  us  of  the  results  to  date.  They 
have  not  been  very  successful,  only  ten  elephants  in  all  having  been 
caught  so  far.  Of  these,  one  small  calf  was  allowed  to  go  and  also 
one  very  old  and  quite  useless  animal  ;  while  one  other  has  died 
since  capture.  This  reduces  the  spoil  to  ten.  No  captures  were 
made  in  the  Diin,  though  there  was  a  curious  incident  which  we 
describe  in  Mr.  Leete's  own  words.     "  On  the   31st,   the  Khedda 

*  crossed  into  the  Motichur   after  the  Bagh  Rau  rogue,    found  him, 

*  chased    him   and    surrounded   him  ;  but  he  showed  fight  and  so 

*  Narain  Gaj  was  brought  up  against  him.  Narain  Gaj,  however, 
'  did  not  stop  soon  enough,  for  he  knocked  the  life,  as  well  as  the 
'  spirit,  out  of  the  tusker.  The  latter  was  knocked  over  and  died 
'  on  the  spot  and  he  is  there  now  (all  but  his  single  tusk)  if  jackals, 
'  &c.,  have  not  found  him."  This  will  be  a  disappointment  to  the 
Ex-Amir  of  Cabul,  for  the  rogue  had  been  proclaimed  and  Yakub 
Khan  had  obtained  permission  to  shoot  him. 

Another  single  tusk  rogue  had  previously  been  captured  with 
some  trouble  near  Chila.  Tne  Khedda  camp  will  not  now  come 
west  of  the  Ganges,  but  they  stiU  expect  to  get  some  good  sport 
towards  Haldukhata. 
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The  best  Engine  for    a  Saw-Mill. 

M.  POWIS  BALE,  M.  INST.  m.  e. 

Almost  every  type  of  engine  is  made  to  do  duty  in  a  saw-mill, 
and  as  many  of  them  are  utterly  unsuited  to  the  work,  the  result  is 
often  anything  but  satisfactory  both  on  the  score  of  economy  and 
effective  working. 

Owing  to  the  severe  and  variable  duty  required  of  a  saw-mill 
engine,  it  should  be  of  especially  strong  and  substantial  construc- 
tion, and  able  to  command  a  uniform  speed  under  suddenly  applied 
loads. 

After  a  lengthened  experience,  the  author  is  of  opinion  that 
the  best  form  of  engine  for  driving  wood-working  machinery — 
except  under  special  circumstiinces — ^is  a  long  stroke  horizontal 
high  pressure,  either  compounded  or  with  a  condenser,  or  both. 
Some  years  ago,  the  author,  in  writing  on  some  points  to  be  desired 
in  a  saw-mill  engine,  mentioned  the  following,  and  as  his  views  in 
this  respect  have  not  altered,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  repeat 
them. 

(  1 )  A  stroke  of  twice  the  diameter  of  the  cylinder  ;  (  2  ) 
either  compounded  or  with  a  condenser,  or  both  ;  (  8  )  or  an  auto- 
matic expansion  slide,  controlled  by  powerful  and  sensitive  gover- 
nor gear  ;  (4)  a  steam-jacketted  and  lagged  cylinder  ;  (  5)  short 
steam  ways  ;  (  (> )  ample  bearing  surfaces,  well  fitted  and  lubrica- 
ted, and  an  efficient  method  of  packing  ;  (  7  )  large  cylinder  area 
per  h.  p.  ;  ( S)  a  fly-wheel  of  large  diameter  and  extra  heavy  sec- 
tion ;  (  9  )  a  moderate  piston  speed. 

Speaking  generally,  in  selecting  an  engine,  the  chief  points  to 
be  borne  in  mind  are: — (  1 )  The  nature  of  the  work  it  has  to  do  ; 
(2^  the  speed  and  power  required  ;  ( 3 )  the  cost  of  fuel ;  and 
Q  4  3  if  under  skilled  management.  In  a  saw-mill,  if  the  fuel  be 
plentiful,  and  the  management  unskilled,  as  is  often  the  case  in 
isolated  countries,  a  plain  slide-valve  engine  would  possibly  suit 
better  than  a  first-class  one  with  expansion  gear,  condenser,  Ac, 
the  loss  of  fuel  being  partly  compensated  for  by  the  greater  freedom 
from  breakdowns.  In  this  case,  the  engine  should  be  arranged  to 
cut  oft'  steam  tolerably  early  and  expand  it  for  the  rest  of  the  stroke, 
and  powerful  governor  gear  should  be  employed.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  establishments  where  large  power  is  required  and  skilled 
management  is  attainable,  the  most  advanced  form  of  engine  is  in 
the  end  by  far  the  cheapest.     In  cases  where   fuel  is   dear,   a  good 
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compound  condensing  engine  can  be  used  with  advantage  ;  but  it 
cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that,  where  extreme  economy  is  requir- 
ed, a  skilled  engine  driver  is  an  absolute  necessihr*  If  the  steam 
pressure  by  whicn  an  engine  is  worked  would  be  likely  to  vary  con- 
siderably, and  the  load  likewise  vary;  to  secure  steady  and  even 
running,  the  engine  should  be  fitted  with  valve  gear  having  a 
considerable  range  of  cut-off,  combined  with  a  powerful  and  sensi- 
tive governor. 

In  selecting  an  engine,  a  full  detailed  specification,  giving  sizes 
and  materials,  should  be  obtained  from  the  maker,  with  his  gua- 
rantee as  to  horse-power — ^brake  horse-power,  if  possible — ^the 
engine  will  give  out  at  a  certain  steam  pressure,  ana  that  it  will 
work  at  its  rail  speed  and  power  without  excessive  vibration. 

See  that  the  bed-plate  and  frame  and  working  details  of  the 
engine  are  of  ample  strength,  also  that  the  cylinder  has  sufficient 
metal  to  allow  of  its  being  rebored  several  times,  that  the  steam 
passages  are  short,  that  the  sliding  and  bearing  surfaces  are  ample, 
and  that  they  are  adjustable  for  wear.  The  author  prefers  a  medium 
piston  speed — say  500  ft.  per  minute,  to  higher  speeds,  as  he  has 
found  the  cylinders  of  large  horizontal  engines  run  at  high  speeds 
rapidlv  wear  hollow. 

An  engine  of  ample,  but  not  excessive,  power,  for  the  work  to 
be; done,  should  be  selected,  as  too  large  an  engine  is  as  wasteful  of 
steam  as  too  small  a  one« 

For  saw-mill  work,  the  author  prefers  the  bed-plate  of  the 
engine  to  be  on  the  double  girder  box  plan,  and  to  extend  beyond 
the  cylinder,  which  shotdd  be  mounted  on  it,  as  this  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  form  to  resist  heavy  working  strains.  If  a  pair  of  engines 
are  used,  it  will  be  found  weU  to  have  one  large  fly  wheel  for  the 
two  engines,  placing  it  between  them,  with  an  extra  pulley  for  driv- 
ing the  main  shafting.  Crankshaft  to  be  fitted  with  an  outside  bear- 
ing. Connecting  rod  ends  to  be  made  adjustable  for  wear,  and 
fitted  with  straps  and  keys.  Engine  to  be  fitted  with  wide  double 
motion  bars  ana  blocks,  and  made  adjustable  for  wear.  The  bars 
should  have  oil  recesses  and  grit  cavities.  Stop  and  starting  valve 
to  be  provided  and  so  arranged  that  access  can  oe  had  to  the  throt- 
tle valve  vnthout  disturbing  the  steam  pipe.  The  steam  passages 
should  be  large,  short,  and  direct,  and  the  clearance  in  cylinder  as 
small  as  possible. 

For  driving  woodworking  machinery,  after  repeated  trials,  I 
am  distinctly  in  favour  of  an  engine  with  a  long  stroke,  as  it 
permits  a  higher  piston  speed  vrithout  excessive  vibration  and  wear 
and  tear,  and  the  steam  can  be  expanded  with  greater  facility.  The 
steam  ports  should  be  as  short  as  possible.  This  can  be  secured  by 
dividing  the  slide  valves,  placing  them  at  each  end  of  the  steam 
chest  ;  and  a  high-speed  sensitive  governor  should  be  arranged  to 
act  on  an  equilibrium  double-beat  thottle  valve,  or  on  expansion 
gear.     The  exhaust  should  be  of  ample  size,  to  admit  of  the  instant 
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escape  of  the  steam  and  avoid  back  pressure.  In  crowded  spaces 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  use  a  vertical  engine  ;  these  can  be 
compounded  with  advantage,  and  although  necessarily  of  shorter 
stroke,  they  can  be  worked,  with  less  wear  to  the  piston,  cylinder, 
glands,  &c.,  than  a  horizontal  engine,  the  wear  being  distributed, 
whilst  in  a  horizontal  engine  the  cylinder  wears  oval. 

Arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  continuous  drainage  of 
the  cylinder,  and  it  should  be  fitted  with  a  good  sight  feed  lubri- 
cator, which  is  a  distinct  improvement  over  ordinary  grease  cups^ 
as  with  these  latter  the  piston  may  be  running  perfectly  dry,  and 
the  cylinder  may  be  scored  and  the  rings  cut  out  before  the  atten- 
dant is  aware  of  it.  A  very  considerable  economy  in  oil  is  also 
effected  by  the  use  of  a  sight-feed  lubricator  as  it  can  be  adjusted 
to  supply  the  minimum  amount  of  oil  to  keep  the  cylinder  properly 
lubricated.  On  the  other  hand,  the  old-fashioned  grease  cup  floods 
the  cylinder  with  oil  for  a  short  time,  and,  this  being  rapidly  clea- 
red away  by  the  strokes  of  the  piston,  the  cylinder  is  left  compara- 
tively dry  in  a  little  time. 

Compound  engines  have  of  late  years  come  considerably  into 
use,  and  are  more  economical  than  single  cylinder  engines.  This 
arises  chiefly  from  the  fact  that  much  higher  pressures  of  steam  can 
be  expanded  with  greater  advantage  in  two  cylinders  than  in  one, 
and  without  the  considerable  loss  from  condensation  which  arises  in 
a  single  cylinder  when  the  steam  is  cut  off  very  early  in  the  stroke. 
Again,  if  a  considerable  range  of  expansion  be  attempted  in  a  single 
cylinder,  and  the  cut-off  is  very  early,  the  strain  on  the  working 
parts  is  great,  necessitating  excessive  weight  and  strength  in  the 
engine.  In  the  case  of  compound  cylinders,  however,  this  strain  is 
distributed. 

In  single  cylinders,  if  large  expansion  be  attempted,  the  steam 
condensation  is  excessive  and  becomes  a  serious  matter.  Compound 
engines  will  work  more  steadily  and  with  less  friction  and  vibra- 
tion, consequently  the  general  details  of  the  engines  may  be  made 
lighter.  Where  a  sufficiency  of  water  is  obtainalDle,  a  condenser  can 
be  fitted  to  an  engine  with  considerable  advantge,  as  in  this  case, 
instead  of  being  exhausted  into  the  open  air  or  water  tank  after 
each  stroke  of  flie  piston,  the  steam  passes  through  the  exhaust  part 
into  the  condenser,  and,  coming  in  contact  with  the  water,  whicli 
is  in  constant  circulation  therein,  is  itself  immediately  condensed 
or  reduced  to  water.  In  working  the  condenser,  an  air  pump  is 
employed,  which  keeps  up  a  vacuum  and  relieves  the  piston  from 
back  pressure,  thus  increasing  the  effective  power  of  the  engine. 
The  water  made  hot  by  the  condensation  of  the  steam  is  again  used 
to  feed  the  boiler,  hence  a  second  saving  arises. 

A  simple  aud  convenient  arrangement  for  working  the 
air-pump  for  a  condenser  is  to  prolong  the  engine  piston-rod 
through  the  back  cylinder  cover.  The  air-pump  should  be  double 
acting,  and  the  valves  arranged  so  as  to  give  ready  access  for 
adjustment  and  repairs.     The  engine-bed  should  be  prolonged  and 
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the  condenser  mounted  on  it,  so  as  to  secure  perfect  alignment.  The 
anthoT  has  found  pump  valves  of  indiarubber,  with  gun  metal  seats, 
guards,  and  bolts,  work  very  well.  If  there  is  no  overhead  tank 
for  the  injection  water,  sluice  valves  will  be  found  most  useful  for 
starting  the  engine. 

Automatic  expansion  gear  is  especially  useful  in  a  saw-mill, 
and  with  varying  loads  effects  a  considerable  saving,  as  the  admis- 
sion of  the  steam  is  regulated  according  to  the  speed  or  load  on  the 
engine.  The  gears  of  Corlis  &  Proel  have  proved  themselves  very 
effective. 

Another  advantage  arising  from  the  use  of  automatic  expan- 
sion gear  is  that  the  steam  is  always  delivered  to  the  cylinder  at 
the  highest  available  pressure,  whilst  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
slide  valve  engine  where  the  cut-off  of  the  valve  is  always  positive, 
the  admission  of  the  steam  is  governed  by  means  of  a  throttle  valve 
the  action  of  which  "  wire  draws,  "  and  reduces  the  pressure  of 
the  steam.  With  efficient  expansion  gear  the  amount  of  steam 
required  to  do  the  work  on  hand  at  the  moment  is  practically  mea- 
sured at  every  stoke  of  the  engine,  and  no  more  is  used  than  is 
required,  and  this  in  turn  is  fully  exhausted  of  its  energy  by  expan- 
sion. 

Owing  to  the  constant  and  great  variation  of  the  load  in  a 
saw-mill,  it  is  important  that  a  governor  be  fitted  sufficiently 
powerful  to  keep  the  engine  perfect^  under  control,  and  the  speed 
uniform.  Various  forms  of  nigh  speed  governor  have  come  into 
use,  and  several  of  these  have  proved  themselves  both  sensitive  and 
quiet  in  action,  and  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  older-fashioned  type. 

Another  very  satisfactory  arrangement  of  automatic  expansion 
gear  is  the  Buston.  In  this  the  cut-off  valve  is  made  multiple 
ported  to  give  free  admission  of  the  steam,  and  is  driven  by  a  radi- 
us rod,  the  free  end  of  which  is  moved  up  or  down  in  an  oscillating 
slot-link,  which  is  driven  by  a  separate  eccentric,  the  precise  posi- 
tion of  the  rod  being  determined  by  the  governor.  As  the  speed 
of  the  engine  increases  and  the  governor  balls  rise,  the  travel  of 
the  expansion  valve  is  reduced,  and  the  steam  is  cut  off  earlier  ; 
should  the  engine  run  more  slowly,  the  contrary  occurs.  The  range 
of  cut-off  is  from  a  fraction  up  to  half  a  stroke. 

For  the  guidance  of  readers,  I  append  a  specification  of  a 
high-class  engine,  well  adapted  for  saw-mill  work  : — One  improved 
horizontal  compound  tandem  condensing  engine  to  indicate  340 
horse-power  mounted  on  double  girder  box  plate,  planed  on  face; 
high  pressure  cylinder,  18  in.  diameter ;  low  pressure  cylinder, 
84  in.  diameter  ;  stroke  of  pistons,  36  in. ;  number  of  revolutions 
per  minute,  90  ;  d  iameter  of  vertical  air  pump,  20  in.  ;  stroke  of 
vertical  air  pump,  18  in. ;  diameter  of  horizoni^  air  pump,  14  in. ; 
diameter  of  crank  shaft,  10  in.  ;  made  of  best  fagotted  scrap  iron  ; 
diameter  of  fly-wheel,  18  ft.  ;  width  of  face  of  fly-wheel,  28  in  ;  dia- 
meter of  stop  valve  on  high  pressure  cylinder,  5  in. 
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To  be  fitted  with  Corliss'  Variable   Expansion  Gear,  on  high- 

Sressure  cylinder,  and  ordinary  slide  valve  on  low-pressure  cylin- 
er.  The  cylinder  to  be  made  of  best  hard  cold  blast  iron,  to  be 
steam  jacketted,  and  with  steam  chest  to  be  fitted  and  lagged. 
Connecting  rod,  slide  and  pump  rods,  to  be  of  best  faggotted  scrap 
iron,  and  uie  piston  rod,  pins,  keys,  &c.,  of  steel.  AU  pins,  joints, 
&c.,  subject  to  special  wear,  to  be  case  hardened.  Valves  and 
plunger  of  pump  to  be  of  gun  metal.  All  journal  bearings  to  be 
ol  best  gun  metal  or  phosphor  bronze,  to  be  made  adjustable  for 
wear  and  efficient  means  of  lubrication  to  be  secured.  An  efficient 
sight  feed  lubricator  to  be  fitted  to  steam  cylinder,  eccentric  straps 
to  be  of  gun  metal,  and   made  adjustable   for  wear.     The  whole  to 

be  finished  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr. , 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  : — Do  not  be  persuaded  into  pur- 
chasing a  low  priced  engine  or  boiler  under  any  circumstances,  as 
you  may  rest  assured  that  it  is  impossible  to  purchase  a  first-class 
equipment  at  the  price  of  a  conmion  one.  The  loss  sustained  in  a 
day  by  using  a  poor  engine  and  boiler  may  not  be  great,  but  this, 
multiplied  by  a  series  ol  years,  may  amount  to  an  enormous  sum  ; 
in  fact,  in  some  cases,  enough  to  buy  a  first-class  plant  several  times 
over. — (  Timber  Trades  Journal, ) 


Edinburgh  University  Forestry  Lectures. 

The  introductory  lecture  to  the  Course  on  Forestry  in  the 
Edinburgh  University  was  delivered  recently  by  Colonel  Bailey  in 
the  Agricultural  Classroom.  Among  those  present  were  Professor 
Bavley-Balfour,  Professor  Wallace,  Dr.  Cleghom,  of  Stravithie, 
Colonel  Dodds,  Ac. 

Colonel  Bailey  said  that  originally  it  was  intended  to  complete 
the  entire  series  of  about  one  hundred  lectures  before  the  close  of 
the  winter   season  ;    but,   after  consulting   several  gentlemen  weU 

aualified  to  offer  an  opinion  on  the  question,  he  had  decided  to  ask 
tie  permission  of  the  University  Court  to  divide  his  course  into 
two  parts.  The  first  part  would  deal  with  forest  botany,  or  the 
structure  and  growth  of  trees  ;  and  the  second  part  with  sylvicul- 
ture, comprised  under  which  would  be  the  habits  of  trees  and  their 
behaviour  under  the  influence  of  heat,  light,  moisture,  climate, 
various  classes  of  soil,  Ac,  the  more  important  sylviculture  systems 
under  which  trees  were  grown  in  masses,  and  the  creation  and 
treatment  of  w^oods  under  these  systems.  These  two  subjects  woxdd 
occupy  the  winter  season,  and  the  other  subjects — such  as  menstir- 
ation  and  valuation;  working  plans,  or  the  organisation  of  woods  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  might  best  fulfil  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  maintained;  forest  pathology,  or  the  diseases  of  trees  and  their 
treatment;  and  the  utilisation  of  forest  produce — ^would  be  taken 
up  during  the  smnmer,  when  opportunities  for  making  excursion 
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were  greater  than  durinff  the  winter  season.  The  new  arrange- 
ment woald  have  this  advantage  also,  that  if  he  could  alternate 
the  first  and  second  parts  in  snch  a  way  that  the  second  pari 
might  be  taken  first  next  year,  and  the  first  part  second  the 
year  after,  and  so  on,  a  student  would  be  able  to  follow  the 
whole  course,  either  in  a  single  year  or  in  two  consecu- 
tive winters  or  two  consecutive  summers.  Colonel  Bailey  then 
explained  further  the  nature  of  the  course — ^mentioning  that  he 
meant  to  use  Dr.  Schlich's  "  Manual  of  Forestry  "  in  dealing  with 
the  general  part  of  sylviculture.  He  had  been  told,  regarding 
books  originating  elsewhere  than  in  the  United  Kingdom,  that  it 
was  sometimes  objected  that  they  taught  "  Continental  forestry," 
which  did  not  apply  to  this  country.  But  he  did  not  recognise 
Continental,  Scottish,  or  any  other  special  kind  of  forestry.  The 
principles  which  should  guide  the  forester  were  the  same  all  over 
the  world,  and  these  were  what  he  proposed  to  set  forth  in  that 
part  of  the  course.  He  was  aware  that  there  were  some  excellent 
books  on  the  subject  by  Scottish  authors,  but  these  would  have 
greater  value  in  the  special  part  of  the  course  rather  than  in  the 
general  part  of  which  he  was  now  speaking.  The  more  their  eyes 
were  opened  by  a  study  of  the  general  principles  on  which  the 
science  of  forestry  was  based,  the  better  thev  would  be  able  to  ap- 
preciate the  special  conditions  with  which  they  had  to  deal  and  the 
sooner  they  would  be  able  to  assist  in  building  up,  for  the  treatment 
of  each  species  of  tree  flourishing  in  this  country,  a  complete 
system  which  could  be  unhesitatingly  accepted  by  their  successors 
as  one  which  rested  on  a  solid  foundation  of  recorded  facts  to  the 
observation  of  which  they  would  be  guided  by  the  researches  con- 
ducted by  the  most  eminent  foresters  the  world  had  produced.  In 
concluding,  Colonel  Bailey  said  he  might  mention  a  document  that 
recently  came  into  his  hands,  viz.,  the  Board  of  Agriculture's 
building  specification,  which  did  not  permit  the  use  of  Scottish 
timber  in  agricultural  buildings  without  special  permission.  It 
permitted  the  use  of  Canadian,  Norwegian,  and  American  timber, 
but  not  Scottish  timber,  without  special  permission.  That  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  slur  on  the  proprietors  and  forests  of  this  country. 
He  was  in  correspondence  a  short  time  ago  with  a  proprietor  in  tne 
North,  who  said  to  him,  "  What  is  the  use  of  our  learning  forestry 
in  this  country  ?  Here  we  are  prohibited  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture from  using  Scottish  timber  for  building  purposes."  He 
(Colonel  Bailey)  wrote  back  to  him   and  said  that  "  if  there  is  any 

*  such  provision  it  must  be  because  you  grow  bad  timber.     I  do  not 

*  believe  the  Board  of  Agriculture  desires  to  prevent  the  use  of  good 

*  timber."  He  (Colonel  Bailey)  got  the  specification,  and  there  he 
found  it  stated  that  Scottish  timber  could  not  be  used  without 
special  permission,  and  that  that  should  only  be  accorded  by  the 
inspectors  when  it  was  sound  and  seasoned,  showing  that  tne  ex- 
perience of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  had  been  that  proprietors  were 
in  the  habit  of  using  timber  of  a  bad  sort.  What  he  (Colonel 
Bailey)  would  like  to  see  established  would  be  such  a  mode  of  wood 
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management  in  this  country  that  the  Board  of  Affricultare  should 
revise  that  specification  and  should  strike  out  tnis  e^'il  and,  he 
would  venture  to  say,  insulting  clause.  (Applause).  He  perhaps 
would  not  give  ofiFence  if  he  added  a  few  remarks  on  the  extraor- 
dinary ignorance  which  seemed  to  prevail  regarding  this  matter  of 
forestry.  It  was  his  belief  that  very  few  people  outside  of  what  he 
might  call  the  "  magic  ring  "  realised  that  there  was  anything  in 
it.  A  man  who  lived  in  the  country  and  had  seen  trees  as  he 
walked,  perhaps,  to  and  from  church,  fancied  he  knew  all  about 
them.  He  fancied  that  Professor  Bayley-Balfour,  and  Professor 
Wallace,  and  some  others  in  the  room  could  tell  them  a  different 
story.  He  ventured  to  think  it  was  a  very  wide  and  a  very  ab- 
stract science,  that  required  deep  study  and  that  involved  a  know- 
ledge of  several  cognate  sciences.  He  hoped  the  time  was  not  far 
distant  when  they  would  find  that  the  people  of  this  country  were 
as  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  general  facts  of  the  question  as 
he  knew  they  were  in  France  and  Germany. — (Timber  Trades 
Journal.) 


Burmese  ^mber. 

Dr.  Otto  Hehn,  of  Danzig,  has  submitted  the  following 
report  on  a  piece  of  Burmese  amber.  He  writes  ; — Dr.  Fritz  Noet- 
ling,  under  orders  of  the  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey  of 
India,  has  sent  me  a  piece  of  amber-like  resin  from  upper  Burmah. 
I  have,  as  far  as  the  small  quantity  of  material  would  permit,  made 
a  chemical  and  physical  examination  of  the  specimen,  and  1  hope 
to  follow  the  puhlication  of  this  preliminary  investigation  with  a 
further  contribution. 

The  fragment  under  examination  is  covered  with  a  thin  wea- 
thered crust  of  a  brown  colour.  When  broken  it  exhibits  a  shin- 
ing, conchoidal  fracture,  with  a  greasy  touch.  The  internal  colour 
is  dark  yellow,  some  parts  being  transparent,  and  others  sub-trans- 
parent, the  latter  being  beclouded  with  organic  matter,  finely  dis- 
seminated through  the  substance  of  the  resin.  The  specimen  exhi- 
bits a  fine  blue  fluorescence.  If  light  be  sent  into  the  interior  with 
a  convex  glass  lens,  the  cone  of  light  appears  of  a  golden  yellow 
colour.  In  polarised  light,  the  same  colour  is  exhibited,  changing, 
however,  by  revolution  of  the  Nicols  through  90*  to  blue  and 
orange. 

The  resin  is  as  easy  te  cut,  saw  and  polish  as  the  Baltic  amber 
( Succinite )  ;  it  is  a  little  harder,  however,  than  the  latter,  its 
hardness  varying  between  1*5  and  3. 

Its  specific  gravity  is  1*034:. 

As  to  the  chemical  constituents  of  this  fossil  resin,  I  am  not 
yet  able  to  give  an  ultimate  analysis,  as  the  piece  in  my  possession 
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exhibits  no  portion  of  perfectly  clear  colour,  but  is  clouded  through- 
out by  finely  disseminated  particles.  I  have,  nevertheless,  made  a 
dry  distillation  of  the  resin,  and  the  results  are  extraordinarily 
interesting  and  different  from  those  which  other  fossil  resins  give 
under  like  conditions.  During  the  distillation,  for  which  I  used  a 
glass  retort,  there  first  appeared  a  white  vapour  cloud,  which,  on 
cooling,  condensed  to  water-white  drops  ;  subsequently  the  vapour 
became  tinned  with  yellow  and  condensed  in  thin  oily  streaks  ; 
ultimately,  the  cloud  was  dissipated  and  thick  oily  drops  flowed  into 
the  receiver.  The  distillate  is  a  brownish  yellow  oil,  with  tarry 
consistency,  of  a  peculiar  burnt  smell  and  an  extremely  small 
quantity  of  a  watery  liquid.  I  treated  this  liquid  with  hot  water 
and  filtered  :  it  was  water-white,  and  gave  an  acid  reaction  with 
Ktmus  paper.  On  repeated  distillation  over  a  steam  bath,  a  liauid 
distilled  over  and  a  yellowish  residue  remained  behind  which  I 
cleaned  by  solution  in  water   with   subsequent   filtration   and  eva- 

K ration.  The  small  quantity  of  crystals  thus  obtained  I  recognised, 
^  well-known  reactions,  to  be  pyrogallic  acid,  whilst  the  aqueous 
distillate  contained  formic  acid.  Succinic  acid  was  not  found  in 
the  products  of  distillation. 

The  resin  contained  0*6  per  cent  of  ash  which  was  composed 
of  iron-oxide,  sulphuric  acid,  carbonic  acid,  and  lime.  I  found 
a  very  small  quantity  (  0*013  per  cent.  )  of  sulphur  in  combina- 
tion with  organic  substances. 

The  fusion  point  of  the  resin  cannot  be  determined,  as  before 
that  point  is  reached  it  decomposes  with  evolution  of  a  white  aro- 
matic vapour. 

The  resLQ  proved  to  be  very  resistent  against  solvents : — Chloro- 
form dissolves  only  2*2  per  cent  of  it.  Alcohol  dissolves  0*8  per 
cent,  the  solution  leaving  behind,  on  drying,  a  black-brown  resin. 
Ether  dissolves  2*4:  per  cent,  the  solution  leaving,  on  evaporation, 
a  clear  yellow  resin.  By  oil  of  turpentine  18'5  per  cent  was  dis- 
solved, whilst  carbon  bisulphide  dissolved  4' 6  per  cent. 

If  the  pulverised  material  is  treated  with  concentrated  sul- 
phuric acid,  the  resin  gradually  dissolves,  forming  a  solution  of  a 
red-brown  colour,  which  blackens  on  heating.  When  the  red 
brown  solution  is  treated  with  water,  a  dirty  white  deposit  separates 
out.  Concentrated  nitric  acid  at  the  ordinary  temperature  has  little 
effect  on  the  resin,  but  on  heating,  the  latter  is  changed  into  a  yel- 
low friable  substance. 

By  friction,  the  resin  becomes  electric,  and  retains  its  electri- 
city for  some  time. 

From  the  foregoing  investigation,  it  seems  that  the  Burmese 
resin  differs  from  all  the  fossil  resins  with  which  I  am,  up  to  the 
present,  acquainted  ;  and  I  shall  continue  this  research  as  soon  as 
rarther  specimens  of  clear  colour  are  available.  (Memoirs  of  the 
Geological  Survey.) 
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The  Timber  trade  on  the  Yangtse. 

The  British  Consul  at  Hankow  noticing  a  great  growth  in  the 
timber  trade  in  the  great  river  owing  to  the  decrease  in  the  inland 
transit  dues,  says  that  for  many  years  the  high  transit  duties  impos- 
ed, amounting  often  to  over  100  per  cent.,  ad  valorem^  checked  the 
trade,  which  the  natural  features  of  the  country — steep  declines  easily 
formed  into  timber-shoots  and  swift  torrents  capable  of  floating  the 
timber  to  navigable  streams — ^should  have  facilitated,  and  which 
the  very  low  charge  for  labour  in  the  forest  regions  should  have 
made  profitable.  Lately,  however,  these  dues  have  been  lightened, 
and  the  consequence  has  been  an  enorpous  extension  of  the  timber 
trade  at  Hankow.  Most  of  the  timber  goes  dovm  the  river  in  the 
form  of  huge  rafts.  These,  with  the  huts  erected  on  them  for  the 
raftsmen,  looking  like  floating  islands,  are  a  remarkable  feature  of 
the  river  landscape  of  the  Yangtse  ;  and  the  floating  timber  yards 
where  these  rafts  are  lashed  together  reach  for  some  six  miles  along 
the  north  bank  of  the  Yangtse  at  Hankow.  The  value  of  these 
rafts  must  be  enormous,  but  they  do  not  appear  in  the  trade  returns 
for  the  port.  Owing  to  the  increase  of  both  rafts  and  foreign  ship- 
ping, collisions  were  at  one  time  frequent,  giving  rise  to  acrimonious 
and  troublesome  disputes,  which,  however,  the  Consul  has  now 
succeeded  in  obviating  by  inducing  the  Chinese  to  accept  certain 
simple  regulations. — (^Weekly  Times), 
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The  Timber   trade  of  1892. 

We  quote  the  following  extracts  from  Messrs  Churchill  and 
Sim's  Wood  Circular  of  January  2nd  1893  as  likely  to  be  of  interest 
to  our  readers. 

The  wood  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  1892  has  not 
resulted  so  satisfactorily  for  importers  as  in  1891,  although  it  has 
been  larger  in  extent.  In  the  lastp-named  year,  buyers  derived 
special  advantages  from  continuous  rise  of  prices  at  the  shipping 
ports,  and,  in  the  autumn,  from  a  considerable  advance  in  freights  : 
a  combination  which  necessarily  added  materially  to  the  selling 
values  of  ?11  earlier  importations.  The  trade  of  1892  was  not 
favoured  in  the  same  way  by  a  constantly  increasing  cost  of  supply, 
but  there  was  nevertheless  no  reason  to  complain  of  a  course  of  free 
on  board  markets  which  continued  remarkably  steady  throughout, 
while  freights,  as  in  the  jpreceding  year,  rapidly  advanced  towards 
the  end  of  the  season.  On  the  whole  a  good  year's  business  may 
be  reported;  if  notrateably  so  profitable  as  that  of  1891,  the  greate- 
volxmie  of  it  may  be  expected  to  have  nearly  made  up  the  deficiency. 
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and  this  seeing  the  difficulties  created  by  the  prevalence  of  strikes 
in  many  of  the  greatest  trades  and  industries  of  the  country,  may 
be  considered  as  a  fortunate  outcome. 

The  following   tables,  compiled  at  the  Custom   House,   will 
show  the  extent  of  the  trade  in   recent  years  in  respect  both  to 
volume  and  value  ; — 
Wood  Imported  into  the  United   Kingdom  in  the  following  years  : — 


1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

188a 

Colonial  Deals,  Battens,  &c,  ... 

995,373 

948,349 

866,857 

921,887 

„      Timber  and  Hardwoods 

255,264 

159,014 

163.751 

186,902 

Foreign  Deals,    Battens,    and 

Boards 

3,234,944 

2,834,851 

2.926,820 

3,414,197 

Foreign  Timber  and  Hardwoods 

1,679,397 

1,418,978 

1,551,598 

1,795,347 

Colonial  andForeign  Staves    ... 

124,374 

130,708 

137.410 

143,872 

Total,  in  Loads... 

6,289,353 

5,491,000 

5.646,430 

5,462,206 

Value  ...£14,758,747  £12,135.264  £11,684,963  £14.270,696 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Colonial  Deals,  Battens,  ftc.  ... 

1,233,750 

1,185,205 

890,597 

1,212,177 

„    Timber  and  Hardwoods 

227,229 

180,066 

151,828 

194,654 

Foreign    Deals,  Battens,     and 

Boards 

4,085,000 

3,593,109 

3,487,855 

3,881,432 

Foreiffn  Timber  and  Hardwoods 
Colomal  and  Foreign  Staves  ... 

2,162,262 

2,098,308 

2.099,749 

2,274,486 

170.155 

155,995 

130,101 

136,068 

Total,  in  Loads...      7,878,396      7,212,683      6,760,130      7,699,512 


Value  ...  £19,471,566  £16,766,018  £14,479,138  £16,679,526 
East  India  Tbak. — ^The  importation  of  Timber  and   Planks 
has  been  : — 

1886.  1887.  1888.  1889. 

19,000  Loads.  9,100  Loads.  12,270  Loads.  19,407  Loads. 
And  the  detiveries         11,144     „      12,241      „        16,618     „        15.899     „ 

1890.  1891.  1892. 

16,000  Loads.  16.588  Loads.  7,923  Loads. 
17.140     „        14,.371      „        10,455     „ 

The  severe  depression  prevailing  in  the  shipping  trade  has  had 
a  very  prejudicial  e£Pect  upon  the  market  for  this  Timber.  The 
chief  demand  comes  from  tne  ship-building  yards,  but  with  freights 
ruling  at  very  unprofitable  rates,  orders  for  fresh  tonnage  have 
naturally  been  reduced  recently,  and  consequently,  though  both 
snppUes  and  prices  have  been  moderate  no  signs  of  life  have  been 
seen  in  the  trade,  and  a  serious  decrease  has  taken  place  in  con- 
sumption. Planks,  on  the  other  hand,  owing  to  cheapness,  have 
been  used  more  freely  than  before  for  other  purposes  than  ship- 
building, and  it  is  fortunate  in  these  bad  times  that  a  wider  market 
has  been  found  for  them.  On  the  whole,  prices  have  been  fairly 
steady  during  the  year,  for  which  thanks  are  due  entirely  to  a  great 
decrease  in  supplies.  Prospective  supplies  likewise  promising  to 
be  of  a  moderate  character,  a  slight  impetus  to  demand  would 
quickly  alter  the  position  considerably  for  the  better. 

Ebony. — Cbylon. — Importers'  stocks  were  cleared  early  in 
the  year,  and  it  was  several  months  before  any  fresh  supplies  came 
forward,  by  which  time  prices  had   considerably  advanced,  and  for 
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large,  good,  wood  high  figures  could  have  been  made  ;  but  the 
import,  although  small  in  total  quantity,  was  mostly  of  a  poor  cha- 
racter, and  therefore  only  realised  low  prices.  Unsold  stocks  are 
now  light,  and  for  fresh  arrivals  of  large,  sound  wood,  good  prices 
could  be  made,but  small  and  poor  logs  should  not  be  sent,  as  the 
market  has  been  too  freely  supplied  with  wood  of  this  character 
from  other  districts.  Quotations  are  from  £6  to  £8  for  ordinary 
to  fair,  and  from  £10  to  £16  per  ton  for  good  to  prime,  large  logs. 
East  India — was  imported  very  freely  during  the  first  half  of  flie 
year,  and  as  at  the  same  time  the  demand  fell  off,  prices,  which 
were  good  at  first,  soon  declined,  and  it  became  difficult  to  effect 
sales.  This  description,  owing  to  its  inferior  colour,  has  not  main- 
tained its  position  in  the  trade,  and  although  more  sales  have  been 
made  recently,  much  lower  prices  had  to  be  accepted  and  a  conider- 
able  stock  remains  on  hand.  Quotations  are  from  £5  to  £8  per 
ton. 

Satinwood,  East  India. — ^Early  in  the  year  logs  sold  well, 
but  as  shipments  increased,  stocks  accumulated,  and  prices  declined, 
sales  becoming  difficult  as  the  consumption  of  this  description  has 
never  been  large.  Figury  and  large  logs  were  generally  saleable 
at  fair  prices,  but  for  small  and  faulty  wood  very  low  rates  had  to 
be  accepted.  The  import  was  the  largest  for  many  years,  but  it 
was  all  sold,  and  small  parcels  of  really  good  logs  might  now  be 
sent.  Planks  and  hoards  were  not  shipped,  and  consignments  can- 
not be  recommended,  as  they  are  never  asked  for. 

Padouk. — ^The  demand  for  this  wood  considerably  increased, 
and  supplies  are  now  needed,  as  there  is  no  really  good  wood  in 
stock.  Only  two  cargoes  were  sent  here,  and  of  these  but  little 
remained  for  home  consumption,  as  the  bulk  was  purchased  imme- 
diately for  shipment  to  the  U  nited  States.  Quotations  are — ^for  logs 
and  planks  from  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  6d,  per  foot  cube. 

MARKET  RATES  OF  PRODUCTS. 
(Tropical  Agriculturist^    January^   1893.) 


Cardamoms 

per  lb. 

28. 

to 

28.6d. 

Croton  seeds 

per  cwt. 

15s. 

to 

208. 

Cutch 

19 

208. 

to 

32s. 

Gum  Arabic,  Madras 

yy 

40s. 

to 

oUs. 

Gum  Bono 

9> 

lOOs. 

to 

1208. 

India  Rubber,  Assam 

per  lb. 

l8.6<i. 

to 

28.1id. 

„             Burma 

» 

l8.5<i. 

to 

l8.9d. 

Myrabolams,  Bombay 

per  cwt 

98. 

to 

10s.6d. 

„           Jubbulpore 

» 

88.4id. 

to 

9s.6d. 

„           Godavari 

)9 

8s. 

to 

98. 

Nux  Vomica,  good 

>5 

88. 

to 

98.6d. 

Orchella,  Ceylon 

5> 

228. 

to 

288. 

Redwood 

per  ton 

£3 

to 

£3-10s. 

Sandal  wood,  lo^ 

>5 

£35 

to 

£60 

chips 

>5 

£9 

to 

£30 
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On  Forest  Settlement  and  Administration, 

It  appears  from  an  article  in  the  April  1892  number  of  the /nrfian 
Forester^  by  Mr.  Baden-Powell,  who  nas  had  good  opportunities 
for  forming  a  correct  opinion,  that  the  way  in  which  the  forests 
have  been  settled  is,  generally  speaking,  not  entirely  satisfactory. 
The  same  conclusion  has,  I  dare  say,  been  arrived  at  by  others  who 
have  had  much  to  do  with  settlement  work.  In  the  earlier  days  of 
the  Forest  Act,  the  chief  object  of  the  settlement  officer  was,  so  far 
as  my  experience  goes,*  to  "  reserve  "  as  much  as  possible  of 
what  he  considered  really  valuablef  forest ;  to  "  protect"  the  whole  of 
the  remaining  waste-lands  after  leaving  a  margin  for  the  extension 
of  cultivation  ;  to  declare  the  whole  area  free  of  rights  ;  to  grant 
concessions  freely  all  over  the  protected  area  ;  and  to  keep  the 
reserved  area  free  of  all  concessions.  This  mode  of  procedure 
enabled  the  '  settlement '  to  progress  rapidly,  as,  although  some 
<»re  was  deemed  necessary  in  the  selection  of  reserved  areas,  but 
little  trouble  was  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  protected  areas  which 
^as  often  done  in  a  very  summary,  hap-hazard  fashion.  It  also  fell 
in  entirely  with  the  view  generally  held  that  this  was  the  only 
mode  of  selection  which  would  enable  villagers  to  have  ample  areas 
of  the  permanent  forest  lands  from  which  to  help  themselves  to 
produce  and  in  which  to  graze  their  animals  at  will.  The  one 
advantage  of  the  system,  from  the  forester's  point  of  view,  was  that 
it  gave  to  the  Forest  Department  certain  areas  over  which  it  was 
intended  that  the  latter  should  have  full  control,  and  over  which,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  given  full  control.  A  disadvantage  was 
that  these  areas  of  protected  forest,  often  largely  exceeding  the 
reserved  areas,  were  invariably  situated  in  the  most  frequented  and 
populous  parts  of  the  country,  in  the  vicinity  of  towns,  villages  and 
<;ultivation,  and  were  really  far  more  in  need  of  settlement  (in  the 
interests  of  the  surrounding  population)   than   the   reserved  areas. 

*It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  these  remarks,  as  well  as  those  which 
iollow,  have  reference  only  to  the  somewhat  limited  sphere  which  has  come 
under  my  own  observation. 

t  i.e.  These  areas  which  were  stocked  with  the  biggest  and  most  market* 
4kble  trees.    Other  economical  matters  were  not  thought  of. 
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At  that  time,  however,  the  general  feeling  in  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ment, and  to  a  certain  exent  also,  the  feeling  in  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment, was  against  reserving  any  area  which  could  not  he  declared 
free  of  rights  and  concessions,  and  it  would  have  heen  quite 
impossible  to  reserve  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  permanent  forest 
area.  It  was  thought  that  reservation  under  Chapter  II  of  the 
Act  would  give  unlimited  powers  for  evil  to  the  Forest  Department; 
and  that  Reserved  Forest  should,  if  only  for  this  reason,  he  confined 
as  much  as  possible,  if  not  entirely,  to  areas  that  could  be  reserved 
free  of  all  rights  and  concessions.  In  a  great  measure  owing  to 
these  mistaken  notions  of  the  object  and  effect  of  reserving  forests, 
Revenue  Officers  were  generally  at  bottom  dead  against  Reserved 
Forest  at  all  and  the  oddest  thing  was  that  no  amount  of  explana* 
tion  regarding  the  aims  and  consequences  of  reservation  under 
Chapter  II  served  to  disabuse  their  minds  of  the  conviction  that 
that  Chapter  had  been  introduced  into  the  Act,  by  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment, with  a  view  to  defrauding  villagers  of  their  rights,  or  ta 
convince  them  that  it  was  in  the  least  degree  applicable  to  forests  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  inhabited  tracts.  Even  now,  many  seem 
to  hold  mistaken  views  on  the  subject :  otherwise,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  explain  the  antipathy  to  reserved  forests  offcen  mani- 
fested in  recommendations  regarding  quite  recent  settlements. 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  reserve  a  propor- 
tionately far  larger  area,  and  even  to  convert  some  of  the  originally 
protected  areas  into  reserved,  but  the  control  of  the  reserved,  as 
well  as  of  the  protected,  is  rapidly  slipping,  or  has  already  slipped, 
away  from  the  Forest  to  the  Revenue  Department.  This  transfer 
t)f  authority  over  areas  which  it  is  desired  to  maintain  permanently 
as  forest  is,  I  consider,  to  be  regretted.  How  is  it  possible  to  have 
confidence  in  the  management  of  a  department  which  has  so  persis- 
tently and  so  blindly  opposed  sound  settlement  and  management  ? 
In  a  leading  article  in  the  October  number  of  the  Indian  Forester^ 
it  is  asserted  that  the  constitution  of  reserved  forests  in  man v  parts 
of  Madras  is  ascribable  to  the  co-operation  of  Revenue  Omcers 
consequent  on  their  being  given  a  larger  share  in  the  management 
of  forests.     But  could  they  help  themselves?  Had  not  the  fiat 

irone  forth  that  areas  intended  to  be  kept  permanently  under 
orest  should  be  settled  ?  Is  not  the  fact  now  more  generally 
recognized  that  reservation  and  the  exercise  of  rights  and  concessions 
are  compatible  ?  And  has  not  the  Revenue  Department  been  fully 
compensated  by  getting  complete  control — ^if  not  nominally,  at  all 
events  practically — of  the  forests,  into  its  own  hands  ?  But  if  these 
reasons  are  not  sufficiently  convincing,  and  it  be  still  maintained, 
by  the  writer  of  that  article  and  his  followers,  that  the  reservation  of 
certain  areas  in  Madras  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  cause  alleged  in  the 
article,  that  fact  would  also  prove  the  unfitness  of  Revenue  Officers 
to  aeal  fairly  with  forest  affiurs,  since  they  have,  according  to  the 
writer  of  the  article,  to  be  bribed  to  take  right  action  by  the 
concession  of  a  larger  share  in  the  management  of  the  forests.     I  do 
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not  see  how  men  who  have  neither  the  requisite  training,  nor  the 
practical  acquaintance  with  forest  affiiirs  necessary  for  a  thorough 
understanding  of  forest  questions  or  of  agricultural  matters  con- 
nected with  forest  management,  can  be  expected  to  deal  satisfac- 
torily with  forest  afGftirs  except  by  pure  chance  ;  but  apart  frcm 
this  consideration,  their  training  and  surroundings  constitute  a 
powerful  incentive  to  act  in  a  way  unreasonably  narmful  to  the 
forests.  A  special  function  of  Revenue  Officers  is  to  look  after 
agricultural  interests  ;  and,  in  all  questions  in  which  the  farmer  is 
directly  or  indirectly  concerned,  he  is  admittedly  represented  by  the 
Bevenue  Officer,  who  cannot  fail  to  approach  these  questions  with  a 
biassed  mind :  the  two  offices  of  Advocate  and  Judge  cannot  be  com- 
bined. I  do  not  blame  him,  all  I  say  is  that  no  person  so  situated  is 
fit  to  decide  between  the  claims  of  agriculture,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  forest  conservancy  and  administration  on  the  other.  I  think  it 
was  Sir  Richard  Temple,  who  used  to  talk  of  "  physically  educar- 
ting  "  Revenue  Officers  up  to  a  rational  and  impartial  treatment 
of  forest  affiiirs.  It  would  be  as  reasonable  to  hope  to  educate  a 
pack  of  wolves  into  guarding  a  flock  of  lambs;*  education  will  do 
much,  no  doubt,  and  if  the  subjects  of  examination  taken  up  by 
candidates  for  the  Civil  Service  of  India  were  such  as  to  develop 
the  faculties  and  a  knowledge  of  the  subjects  most  necessary  for  a 
member  of  that  service,  oui  forests  would  assuredly  receive  more 
rational  treatment ;  and  their  position  in  the  national  economy, 
as  well  as  their  right  management,  would  be  more  easily  apprecia- 
ted by  men  whose  influence  for  good  or  evil  is  out  of  all  proportion 
to  their  knowledge  of  things  and  consequently,  to  their  power  of 
drawing  correct  inferences  from  what  they  see.f  If  some  atten- 
tion were  paid  to  forest  and  cognate  subjects,  fewer  inter-depart- 
mental disagreements  would  arise  on  pure  matter  of  fact.     Such  a 


*Not  that  I  would  liken  Revenae  Officers  to  wolves,  bat  the  metaphor 
expresses  the  idea  intended— yoa  oannot  deprive  an  individual  of  his  natural 
instincts  unless  yon  remove  the  cause  which,  ^ in  the  present  case,  is,  inter  alia^ 
the  championing  of  the  so-called  (not  always  real)  iuterests  of  agriculture. 

tThis  may  appear,  at  first  sight,  to  be  too  strong  a  statement.  I  have  no 
wish  to  exaggerate,  and  I  do  not  think  I  can  be  accused  of  over  stating  the  case. 
What  is  theDUsiness  of  a  Revenue  Officer  ?  Certainly  not  the  study  of  classics, 
mathematics,  or  modern  languages,  and  ^et  these  are  the  subjects  which  alone 
enable  the  majority  of  candidates  to  get  mto  the  Civil  Service  of  India.  Subjects 
calculated  to  develop  the  best  work  by  a  Revenue  Officer,  to  enable  him  to 
understand  the  nature  and  bearing  of  many  questions  with  which  he  comes  into 
daily  official  contact,  and  to  cultivate  the  faculties  of  observation  and  scientific 
method,  are  comparatively  neglected ;  while  the  sciences  of  agriculture,  engineer- 
ing, forestry,  sanitation,  and  possibly  other  matters  of  the  sreatest  practical 
vSneto  him,  are  entirely  nefflected.  No  sensible  person  would  ever  oream  of 
educating,  d  la  Macaulay  (i  believe  he  was  the  man  who  introduced  the  present 
system)  a  youth  intended  for  the  naval  profession,  or  more  correctly  speaking, 
of  educating  him  on  the  lines  which  Macaulay's  system  has  led  to  ;  and  yet  these 
lines  are  quHe  as  well  suited  to  the  navigator  as  to  the  Civil  Servant.  Things  have 
ohaDged  a  good  deal  since  the  earlier  days  of  the  competition-wala ;  perhaps 
he  was  a  less  ambitious  man  in  those  days  ;  .at  any  rate  m  our  day,  a  pure^ 
literary  or  mathematical  education  will  not  suffice  for  men  who  aspire  to  take 
a  leading  part  in  the  decision  of  all  the  technical  questions  of  the  day. 
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misapprehension  of  the  facts  as  is  involved  in  the  statement,  for 
example,  that  kumri-cnltivation  on  the  precipitous  mountain  slopes 
of  Southern  India  is  eminently  conducive  to  tree  growth,  and  that 
therefore,  it  should  he  encouraged,  would  at  all  events,  be  impossible, 
as  well  as  many  equally  ill-founded  statements  of  a  different  nature 
advanced  by  Revenue  Officers  in  all  good  faith,  in  their  eagerness 
to  make  out  a  case  for  what  they  consider  to  be  the  interests  of 
agriculture. 

My  contention  is,  then,  briefly  this,  that  Revenue  Officers  as 
a  class,  are  unfitted  by  education  and  by  the  force  of  circumstances 
that  surround  them,  to  deal  fairly  with  forest  affiiirs,  and  that  the 
history  of  forest  administration  shows  that,  as  a  class,  they  have 
steadily  opposed  the  rational  treatment  of  forests.  Some  of  them, 
at  least,  virtually  admit  this.  Sir  Richard  Temple  did,  and  so 
does  Mr.  Baden-Powell.  The  opinion  of  the  latter  is  the  more 
valuable  in  that  he  has  had  more  varied  practical  experience  of 
forest  matters,  and  has  devoted  more  time  to  their  study,  than  any 
other  member  of  his  service,  past  or  present.  It  is  worth  while, 
therefore,  to  give  a  few  extracts  from  his  paper,  already  referred  to, 
in  which  he  repeatedly  accuses  Revenue  Officers,  as  a  class, 
of  incapacity  to  regard  forest  affiadrs  seriously  or  in  their 
true  light.  He  accuses  them  of  holding  the  view  "  that  ordinary 
forest  offences  do  no  harm,"  that  "careful  forest  preservation, 
',implying  protection  against  trees,  is  only  needed  for  a  very 
*.  special  and  limited  class  of  plantation  and  for  valuable  teak  and  other 

*  first  class  woods.  And  it  is  held  that  for  the  great  bulk  of  forests,  no 

*  particular  care  is  needed  ;  and  that  (of  course  excepting  gross  acts 
'  of  destruction)  everybody   may   be  left  to  take   wood,  grass  and 

*  bark,  and  to  graze  cattle  freely  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  as  he 

*  pleases  ;  and  that,  though  the  forest  may  not,  under  such  free  and 

*  easy  treatment,  produce  '  gigantic  teak  trees,'  still  it  will  yield,  and 
'  go  on  yielding,  all   that  is  practically  necessary."     Again,  "  the 

*  majority  of  officers  cannot  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  no  matter  how 
numerous  or  extensive  the  demands  on   a  forest  are,   no   care  is 


*  needed  in  periodically  closing  any  part ;  no  unpalatable  restrictions 

*  need  be  placed  on  the  quantity,  or  mode  of  acquiring  it,  the  yield 


'  not  be  established,  till  our  forests  are  experimentally  ruined  before 
*  our  eyes,  if  indeed  (and  here  is  the  misfortune)  the  ruin,  which  is 


*  not  less  sure  because  slow,  is  not  delayed  beyond  the  ordinary 
'  official  lifetime  of  any   one  officer.     To  this  inveterate  belief    is, 

*  unfortunately,  to  be  added,  the  intense  fear  of  unpopularity  and  dis- 

*  content."  These,  then,  are,  according  to  Mr.  Baden-Powell,  some  of 
the  obstacles  to  rational  management  under  existing  circumstances, 
and  they  are  pretty  stiff  ones,  too.  Nobody  wishes  to  deny  that  now 
and  then  we  come  across  Revenue  Officers  who  rise  superior  to  their 
environment  and   admit  the  necessity    of   establisning    rational 
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management  in  all  forests  which  are  considered  to  be  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  who  recognize  thejfacts  that  mast 
be  faced  to  attain  this  object,  and  are  prepared  to  face  them.  But 
it  is  quite  natural  that  a  far  greater  number  should,  in  spite  of  the 
facts,  take  a  very  difiFerent  view  of  the  necessities  of  forest  manage- 
ment, and  this  course  is  all  the  easier  to  the  many,  who,  as  pointed 
out  by  Mr.  Baden-Powell,  are  incapable  of  perceiving  the  disas- 
trous effects  that  the  adoption  of  views  similar  to  theirs  has  brought 
about  in  the  past,  nor  the  evils  that  the  adoption  of  their  policy  is 
destined  to  bring  about  in  the  future.  It  is,  therefore,  a  misleading 
and  empty  phrase  to  talk  of  enlisting  the  sympathies  of  Revenue 
Officers.  That  object  could  only  be  attained  by  smothering  their 
much  stronger  feelings  in  the  direction  of  Uusser  alter.  Still  less 
is  it  possible  to  "  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  villagers,"  a  much 
abused  phrase  of  which  we  hear  so  much  whenever  it  is  desired  to 
abandon  scientific  management  or  to  grant  them  unnecessary 
concessions.  Theirs  is,  even  more  than  that  of  the  Kevenue  Depart- 
ment, a  hand-to-mouth  policy,  and  they  naturally  treat  as  an 
excellent  joke,  any  suggestion  that  they  should  exercise  the  slightest 
self  denial  or  even  care  in  order  to  preserve  some  of  the  forest  for 
the  use  of  those  who  are  to  come  after  them,  although  they  may, 
and  often  do,  recognize  well  enough  the  destruction  that  is  going 
on,  and  the  consequent  evils  in  store  for  their  descendants. 

We  often  hear  it  said  that  the  Forest  Department  should  have 
full  control  of  technical  matters  while  the  Revenue  Department 
controlled  the  non-technical.  Theoretically,  this  may  appear  to  be 
an  excellent  arrangement,  but  those  who  think  so,  should  tell  us 
how  it  is  to  be  put  into  practice.  Theorists  omit  this  important 
part  of  the  programme.  A  few  years  ago,  not  quite  recently — he 
has  scouted  many  of  his  professions  since  then — Mr.  Gladstone 
said,  with  reference  to  Home  Rule,  that  to  separate  Imperial  from 
Local  business  'passed  the  wit  of  man.'  We  may  borrow  the  phrase 
in  the  present  case,  and  say  that  to  separate  the  technical  from  the 
non-technical  passes  the  wit  of  man.  Surely  this  must  be  obvious 
in  a  thousand  ways  to  everybody.  Take,  for  instance,  the  familiar 
case  of  a  closure  against  grazing.  The  actual  prohibition  certainly 
•cannot  be  called  a  technical  affair,  but  it  may  be  the  first  and  only 
step  in  the  preparation  of  the  soil  for  the  reception  of  the  seed  and 
the  only  practicable  means  to  that  end  and  as  such  would  be  a 
technical  operation  (although  the  Revenue  Officer  might  not  see  it) 
on  which  the  very  existence  of  the  forest  would  depend.  Who 
then  is  to  say  what  is  technical  and  what  is  not  technical  ?  And  yet 
in  all  questions  regarding  the  apportionment  of  control  between 
the  two  departments,  how  much  stress  is  apt  to  be  laid  on  this 
point,  and  what  tremendous  castles  in  the  air  are  erected  on  the 
assumption  that  the  two  functions  can  be  sharply  defined  ? 

This  fact — the  impossibility  of  separating  professional  from 
non-professional  functions — should  therefore,  be  recognized.  Until 
this  is  done,  and   until  the  principle   is   generally   admitted  that 
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Revenue  Officers,  as  a  class,  are  incapable  of  holding  sound  views 
regarding  the  management  of  forests,  there  can  be  little  hope  of 
lasting  progress  or  of  continuity  in  forest  administration  as  a  wnole. 
When  tnese  frets  are  generally  admitted,  it  may  be  possible  to 
affect  a  compromise  by  means  of  which  the  Forest  Department 
shall  be  enabled  to  fulfil  the  function  for  which  it  was  presumably 
created  cind  to  manage  its  own  affairs,  or  at  least  to  have  a  pre- 
dominant voice  in  the  matter.  It  would  be  preferable  to  have  a 
much  smaller  area  well  managed  than  to  have  the  whole  of  the 
present  area  worked  in  a  half-hearted  manner  which  ensures  the 
maintenance  of  no  portion.  A  further  mesisure  which  will  be  found 
to  be  necessary  will  be  the  appointment  of  a  Forest  Officer  to  each 
province  as  Secretary  or  Joint  Secretary  to  Government  in  the 
Forest  Department,  as  suggested  (I  think)  in  an  article  in  the 
Indian  Forester  for  October.  Excepting  the  Burmese,  no  Local 
Goverament  has  a  professional  adviser  attached  to  the  Secretariat, 
but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that,  if  continuity  in  regard  to  forest 
affairs  is  to  be  ensured,  and  misunderstandings  are  to  be  avoided, 
a  measure  of  this  kind  will  be  found  to  be  necessary. 

One  word  more  before  concluding.  This  paper  may  possilby 
be  read  by  a  member  of  the  Revenue  Department.  In  that  case, 
I  would  express  the  hope  that  he  will  not  take  offence  at  a  bit  of 
straightforward  criticism  and  plain  speaking,  without  which  it 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  make  out  my  case  in  favour  of  fuller 
control  by  the  Forest  Department  of  the  forest  estates,  which  it  is 
considered  necessary  to  jjermanently  maintain  for  the  welfare  of 
the  country. 

FUTAIE. 


Injury  by  Insects  and  the  value  to  forests  of  the 
Enemies  of  these  Insects. 

Translation  by   S.  E.-W. 

Under  the  above  title  there  is  an  interesting  Article  in  the 
Forst  und  Jagd  Zeitung  for  October,  1892,  by  Dr.  Adalbert  Seitz. 
The  author  commences  by  remarking  that  in  spite  of  the  volumin- 
ous literature  on  this  subject,  there  is  still  a  want  of  uniformity  in 
opinion  in  questions  of  forest  zoology,  which  is  sometimes  painfuUy 
evident,  as  for  instance  in  the  discussion  of  laws  prohibiting  the 
destruction  of  birds,  etc.  He  proposes  to  lay  before  the  reader  a 
resunU  of  the  observations  made  during  a  five  year's  tour  through 
natural  and  artificial  forests  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  not  in  the  hope 
of  settling  for  ever  disputed  questions,  but  rather  with  the  thought 
of  bringing  them  again  under  final  discussion.  Before  entering  on 
the  subject  of  the  enemies  to  insect  life,  it  will  be  weU  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  influence  of  insects,  an  influence  which  can  only  affect 
forest  or  agricultural  interests  when  insects  appear  in  abnormal 
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number.  The  reasons  for  such  appearance  must  therefore  first  be 
discussed,  happily  it  is  only  under  abnormally  favorable  conditions 
that  an  abnormal  swarm  of  any  insect  can  occur  in  nature.  Calam- 
ities caused  by  excessive  production  of  insect  life  have  been  attribu- 
ted to  a  disturbance  of  the  natural  equilibrium  existing  in  the 
animal  and  vegetable  Kingdoms,  and  man  has  been  held  responsible 
for  such  disturbance,  but  tne  author  places  no  faith  in  such  an  equi- 
librium, for  personal  observations  made  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
have  revealed  to  him  a  constant  fight  for  existence  resultmg  fre- 
quently in  the  disappearance  of  some  species.  Further,  if  such  an 
equilibrium  existed  in  nature,  there  could  be  no  questions  of  natural 
development  and  improvement  in  organic  life  :  it  would  require  the 
interference  of  mjin  to  cause  the  disappearance  of  one  species  and 
the  appearance  of  another.  Even  if  this  much  talked  of  equilib* 
rinm  existed  in  nature,  how  would  it  be  possible  in  cultivated  areas 
where  we  have  instead  of  moorland,  wheat  fields,  and  instead  of 
virgin  forests,  plantations  ?  That  such  changes  must  influence  insect 
life  is  incontestable,  but  a  few  of  the  conditions  which  regulate 
the  increase  or  decrease  of  that  life  must  first  be  considered. 
The  most  potent  factor  with  regard  to  this  is  Climate,  and  moths 
(which  are  the  most  important  forest  insect  because  they  not  only 
strip  the  foliage  but  by  weakening  the  tree  expose  it  to  the  future 
ravages  of  beetles)  are,  of  all  insects,  most  influenced  thereby  and 
although  these  climatic  influences  are  most  complicated  in  their 
action,  yet  careful  observations  lead  to  certain  valuable  conclusions. 
That  the  average  annual  temperature  influences  insect  life  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  tne  appearance  of  various  insects  shows 
a  periodicity  agreeing  with  the  eleven  year  weather  cycle.  The 
years  1797, 1808, 1819,  1840  were  remarkable  for  the  damage  done 
to  forest  growth  by  insects.  No  information  is,  unfortunately,  forth- 
coming regarding  1830.  The  periodicity  thus  noticed  is  not  a 
peculiarity  in  Europe,  it  has  been  long  ago  remarked  in  America. 
Swinlon  found  that  a  few  species  which  were  under  special 
observation  for  44  years,  swarmed  plentifully  in  the  years 
1835,1846,  1857  and  1868  and  were  scarcest  in  1840-41,  1851-51, 
1862-63  and  1873-74.  The  increase  was  always  in  the  year  of 
minimum  area  of  sunspots,  the  decrease  in  the  years  of  maximum 
area  of  the  same.  It  cannot  be  considered  extraordinary  that  the 
dates  first  quoted-  above  do  not  agree  with  those  entered  below,  for 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  observations  were  made  only  in 
reference  to  a  species,  and  the  appearance  of  insects  in  abnormal 
numbers  is  influenced  by  other  conditions  than  climate.  In  point 
of  fact,  in  the  years  when  one  species  is  specially  strongly  repre- 
sentedy  other  species  seem  to  disappear  entirely  ;  but  when  we 
consider  climatic  influences  in  detail,  we  arrive  at  results  which  are 
not  forthcoming  when  we,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  treat  of  climate 
generally.  For  instance,  a  mild  winter  is  antagonistic  to  the 
increase  of  insects  with  a  generation  period  of  one  year  and  which 
pass  the  winter  in  the  larva  stage.    The  reason  of  tnis  well-known 
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fact  was  said  by  von  Frohawk  to  be  that,  in  mild  winters,  fewer 
insect-eating  birds  are  destroyed  by  the  severity  of  the  climate, 
and  the  greater  frequency  of  these  birds  in  the  following  spring 
accounts  for  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  insects.  The  influence 
of  birds  on  insect  life  has,  however,  as  compared  with  that  of  climate, 
been  much  over  rated,  and  Barrett'* s  explanation  appears  to  be 
mucn  more  probable,  namely,  that  the  mild  winter  conduces  to 
breaks  in  the  period  of  hibernations  with  the  resulting  decrease  in 
the  number  of  larvae.  It  has  frequently  been  remarked  that  with 
abnormally  warm  weather  in  December  and  January  the  cater- 
pillars of  Bomhyx  ruhi^  Gastropacha  pini,  and  other  species  leave 
their  winter  quarters  prematurely,  only  to  die  in  thousands  when, 
to  them,  unexpected  cold  weather  again  sets  in.  Late  winters 
have  also  a  harmful  effect  in  the  increase  of  some  species.  For 
instance,  Orgyia  antiqua^  in  years  when  a  long  and  fine  autiunn 
has  occurred,  produces  at  the  end  of  October  a  third  brood,  consistr 
ing  almost  entirely  of  male  insects,  for  this  reason  that  the  female 
caterpillars,  which  form  their  cocoons  much  later,  have  not  had 
time  to  complete  the  metamorphosis  ;  it  is  of  course  a  great  dis- 
advantage to  the  increase  of  the  species  that  the  majority  of  the 
males  should  appear  in  autumn,  whilst  the  females  do  not  appear 
till  the  following  spring. 

An  unusual  dryness  and  poverty  of  sap  in  the  food-plants  of 
insects,  has  an  adverse  influence  on  the  development  of  the  larva, 
80  it  is  e^ddent  that  hot  and  dry  summers  have  also  a  pernicious 
effect  on  insect  life,  because  slow  development  and  late  metamor- 
phosis must  increase  the  dancer  to  the  individual  insect  ;  in  point 
of  fact,  dry  summers  are  marJked  by  scarcity  of  perfect  insects  and 
the  large  number  of  cripples  and  abnormal  types  that  are  found. 

The  power  of  resistance  to  meteorological  conditions  varies 
much  with  the  species  ;  for  instance,  the  caterpillars  of  Gastropacha 
pirn  have  been  found  in  hollows  which  were  during  the  winter  full 
of  rain  water,  and  even  frozen  hard,  so  that  it  was  possible  to  break 
the  caterpillars  in  two  or  more  pieces,  yet  when  this  frozen  mass 
was  thawed  in  a  warmer  atmosphere,  the  caterpillars  at  once  revived. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  as  the  mean  temper- 
ature of  any  locality  falls,  the  northern  limit  of  the  species  is  pro- 
portionately restricted,  and  the  reason  of  the  disappearance  of 
certain  species  from  certain  localities  is  frequently  attributable  to 
this  cause.  For  instance,  in  the  summer  of  1880,  in  England,  some 
butterflies  disappeared  altogether,  whilst  others  became  scarce  and 
Carrington  attributes  this  to  the  severe  cold  of  the  preceding 
winter  ;  Melitaea  aurini,  which  was  common  in  Sussex  up  to  1834, 
does  not  exist  there;  whilst  Bryophila  mwralis  completely  disap- 
peared from  Wiesbaden  since  the  occurrence  there  of  a  heavy  frost 
m  May  1876.  Insects,  moreover,  do  not  only  differ  in  the  ability 
of  withstanding  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  but  also  in  the  manner 
they  are  affected  by  changes  in  the  weather.  As  every  species  is 
not  in   the   same  stage  of  development  at  periodically   recurring 
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changes  in  climate,  such  changes  must  necessarily  react  in  various 
ways  in  various  species.  In  this  circumstance  lies  the  explanation 
of  the  fact  that  similar  weather  may  result  in  the  annihilation  of  one 
species  and  the  increase  of  another. 

After  favorable  climatic  conditions,  the  most  important  factor 
in  the  increase  of  insect  life  is  that  of  favourable  weather  during  the 
breeiling  time;  if  all  the  individuals  of  one  species  arrive  at  perfec- 
tion together,  the  chances  of  fructification  of  tne  individual  are  much 
increased.      Orgyia  pudihunda^  in  ordinary  years,  exists  as  a  perfect 
insect,  from  April  to  July  ;  in  1889,  however,  all  the  moths  of  this 
species  appeared  simultaneously  and  ten   days   after   not   a   single 
specimen  could  be  found.     It  can  be  imagined   what   an   effect   in 
the  increase  of  a  species  such  an  occurrence  would   have   when  the 
sexes  did  not  have  to  wait  for  days  exposed  to  all  adverse  influences 
before   procreation    took   place.     For  many   species,   indeed,    the 
possibilit}'^  of  procreation  within  a  very  limited  period  is  a  sine  qud 
nan  of  continuance  of  the  species  ;  for  instance,    Zenzera   aesculi 
swarms  only   for   one   night  and   thereafter   disappears  ;    Cosmia 
pyraUna  is  common  in  some   localities,  but   is   not  frequently  met 
with,  because  all  the  individuals  of  the  species  are  developed  within 
a  period  of  three  days.     If,  therefore,  the  weather  during  the  short 
breeding  time  is  unfavourable,  the  species   may  become   for  years 
almost  extinct.     Many  species  are,  however,  protected  against  such 
eventualities,  as  development  is  not   completed   save   in  favourable 
weather,    provided    always  that    unfavourable    weather  does    not 
continue   too  long.     In   such   cases,   when,   for  instance,  it  rains 
daring  the  whole  of  the  breeding  time,   a  hitherto   common  insect 
may  be  entirely  rooted  out ;  as,  in  1859,  Aglia  tau  in   Stuttgart. 
It   is   also   the   case  that  many  insects,   especially  beetles,  when 
hlhdered  by  unfavourable  climatic  influences,  let  a  year  pass  by  in 
waiting  for  the  next  season  ;   for  instance.  Sphinx  ligustri  appears 
in  England  in  the  middle  of  June,  but  if  the  metamorphosis  is  not 
completed  by  that  date,  the  larva  remains  till   the   following  year, 
when   the   perfect  insect  appears.     The  moths  which  swarm  in 
winter  must  frequently  be  obliged  to  remain  in  the  cocoon  for  long 
periods,   awaiting   favourable   weather;  thus,  Endromis  versicolor 
sometimes  remains  two  to  three  years  in  the  cocoon  ;  Asteroscopus 
nuleculosus  three  to  four  years  and  Bomhys  lanestris  frequently  five 
years.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  abnormal  weather  frequently  causes 
irregularities  in  the  numbers  of  insects ;  it  is  known  that  cockcha- 
fers frequently  appear  (when  in  the  larva  stage)  above  ground  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  a  proceeding  which  generally  leads  to  the  death 
of  the  individual  ;  and  butterflies  frequently  develop  in  winter  and 
are   found   dead   in    the   snow.     Although   the    influence   of  the 
weather  is  most  felt  by  butterflies  or  moths  which  live  more  or  less 
in  the  open,  yet  these  influences   also   affect  the  imperfect  insect 
when  in  the  larva  stage  ;  during  the  casting  of  the  skin,  the   cater- 
pillar finds  difficulty  in  moving  and  its  erasp  is  feeble,  so  that   the 
effect  of  a  storm  is  often   to   cover   tne   ground  with  dead   and 
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dying  insects.  After  a  storm,  over  one  thousand  caterpillars  of 
one  species  have  been  found  under  a  single  tree.  The  dangers  of 
storms  to  insect  life  are  increased  by  adverse  combinations  such 
as  rain  and  wind,  or  rain  and  cold  ;  in  such  cases,  insects  may  be 
beaten  to  the  ground  and  lose  their  powers  of  flight,  or  killed  out- 
right by  the  force  of  the  rain.  Thus,  a  wet  and  cold  summer  in 
1888  followed  by  autumn  frosts  completely  prevented  an  expected 
calamitous  swarming  of  Orgyia  pudihunda  ;  grubs  of  insects  do 
not  generally  perish  on  account  of  flooding  of  their  resting  places, 
but  die  in  large  numbers  when  frost  follows  on  such  flooding. 

As  a  conjunction  of  unfavorable  circumstances  is  necessary  to 
the  extinction  or  diminution  of  any  species,  so  any  marked  increase 
is  impossible  without  the  presence  of  many  favorable  conditions;  a 
single  favourable  season  is,  as  a  rule,  not  sufficient  to  ensure  this 
result.  Kane  remarks  that  although  a  hot  summer  results  in  a 
scarcity  of  insects,  yet  in  result  the  following  year  is  favourable  to 
an  increase  ;  and  it  has  been  ascertained  that  jLeucania  unipunctaia^ 
which  is  so  harmful  in  North  America,  requires  two  favourable 
years  before  the  devastating  army  of  caterpillars  can  be  formed. 
The  unusual  warmth  and  dryness  of  the  sprmg  of  1889  permitted 
the  injurious  swarming  of  Gastropacha  pini  and  prepared  the  wa^ 
for  the  devastations  of  the  "  Nun  "  in  the  following  year.  This 
would  not  have  occurred  if  the  weather  of  1890  had  not  also  been 
favorable  to  insect  life  ;  for  instance,  more  moisture  might  have 
killed  off  the  insects  in  large  numbers.  However  favorable  climatic 
circumstances  may  be,  aonormal  increase  in  any  species  cannot 
occur  unless  under  certain  conditions;  and,  as  already  pointed  out, 
many  of  these  conditions  and  the  most  important  of  them  are  due 
to  tne  interference  of  man.  As  the  author  was  roaming  along  the 
banks  of  the  Silver  River  in  1889,  the  terrible  devastation  caused 
by  the  caterpillar  of  the  Oiketicus  Kirbyi  was  specially  remarkable, 
but  what  wa£  most  astonishing  was  that  the  greatest  harm  was 
done  in  the  cultivated  strips  of  land,  the  uncultivated  portions  had 
been  spared  ;  so  that,  though  everywhere  the  foliage  was  swarm- 
ing with  caterpillars,  it  was  only  on  cultivation  that  the  bushes 
were  bare  of  leaves.  In  the  spring  of  1890  the  author  observed 
damage  by  caterpillars  in  the  South  of  China.  Opposite  Hongkong, 
is  a  peninsula  where  conifers  had  been  planted  to  ameliorate  the 
climate  ;  beyond  this  artificially  raised  forest,  extended  naturally 
grown  conifers  which,  however,  were  sparse,  and  consisted  only 
of  young  or  old  and  injured  stems.  The  area  under  artificial 
growth  had  been  severely  injured  by  an  insect,  whilst  in  the 
natural  forest  not  a  caterpillar  or  moth  was  visible.  These 
experiences  agree  with  those  of  other  observers.  Wandering 
foresters  have  noticed  that  in  the  immense  forests  of  Nort£ 
America,  which,  sad  to  say,  are  ever  decreasing,  few  or  no  forest 
insects  were  seen  ;  the  forests  of  the  wild  west  do  not  suffer  from 
insect  pects,  whilst  in  those  of  the  Eastern  States,  where  cultivation 
is  extensive  and  extending,  these  have  already  appeared,  but  not  yet 
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in  overwhelming  numbers.  Thus,  here  also,  the  experience  is 
arrived  at,  that,  owing  to  improved  sylviculture,  insects  that 
have  before  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Forester,  have  now  become 
an  ever  present  evil;  in  fact,  the  extraordinary  increase  of  the  insect 
plague  in  the  last  sixty  years  appears  to  be  favored  by  a  rational 
system  of  agriculture  and  sylviculture.  In  spite  of  this  knowledge, 
the  reason  mr  this  remarkable  fact  is  not  yet  evident,  although  some 
of  the  causes  are  not  far  to  seek.  The  choice  of  species  when  creating 
a  forest  is  of  the  first  importance.  It  is  known  that  certain  trees 
are  peculiarly  sensitive  to  injury  and  afiFord  nourishment  to  many 
species  of  insect ;  whilst  others  again  only  support  one  or  a  few 
species.  As  examples  of  this,  the  willow  and  the  plane  tree  may  be 
taken  :  the  first  is  liable  to  injury  by  insects  of  many  families, 
some  of  these  are  common  on  the  trees,  others  confine  their  depreda- 
tions entirely  to  the  willow ;  there  are,  indeed,  some  forty  species  of 
insects  which,  more  or  less,  affect  this  tree,  of  which  about  twenty  are 
the  larvae  of  moths.  On  the  other  hand,  the  wood  of  the  plane  tree 
is  very  seldom  injured,  and  there  are  only  four  species  of  insect 
which,  occasionally,  devour  the  foliage  of  this  tree.  Many  other 
examples  could  be  given  in  a  similar  manner ;  for  instance,  the  aspen 
and  the  oak  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  maple  and  horse  chestnut  on 
the  other  ;  it  would  indeed  be  possible  to  arrange  a  plantation 
which,  beginning  at  one  end  with  the  lime  tree  and  ending  with  the 
cypress,  would  show  with  great  regularity  the  constantly  decreas- 
ing predisposition  of  various  trees  to  injury  from  insects.  Further 
remarks  on  this  subject  would  be  here  out  of  place  ;  the  conclusion, 
however,  may  be  accepted  that,  as  a  rule,  such  plants  should  be 
cultivated  that  are  in  their  original  habitat,  and  that  those  exotics 
have  the  fewest  enemies  which  are  introduced  into  a  country 
where  similar  species  or  those  nearly  related  to  them  already  exist. 
Of  course,  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  as  to  every  other;  for 
•example,  the  fuschia,  which,  on  its  introduction  into  California,  was 
much  ravaged  by  an  insect  which  previously  lived  on  an  Epilo- 
bium  ;  but  a  few  exceptions  cannot  be  held  to  upset  any  rule. 
An  agricultural  pest,  Afamestra  oleraxieay  makes  itself  at  home  on 
almost  all  exotic  plants,  on  Begonias,  Pelargoniums,  etc.,  but,  as  a 
rule,  it  lives  on  cabbage  and  does  no  injury  to  other  plants.  Beyond 
the  question  of  the  suitable  choice  of  species,  the  increase  of 
certain  insects  is  determined  by  the  action  of  man  in  regard  to  the 
method  of  cultivation  ;  for  instance,  the  existence  of  close  canopied 
pure  forests  permits  of  the  passage  of  insects  from  tree  to  tree  in 
search  of  new  pasture  ;  whilst,  if  the  nature  of  the  forest  compels 
the  insect  to  descend  the  tree  in  this  search,  the  suppression  of  the 
undergrowth  favours  the  larva  in  discovering  new  food  supplies. 
Further,  the  removal  of  all  undesirable  tree  growth  tends  to  diminish 
the  source  of  supply  and  thus  many  a  hitherto  harmless  insect  has 
been  forced  into  becoming  a  d^ger  to  sylviculture.  As  an 
instance  of  this,  take  the  case  of  the  Tortrix  pilletiana  which  li^d 
in  the  immediate' Yidnity  of  the  vineyiard^  on  rarioirs  plants,  but 
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when  the  Vmeyards  were  cleared  of  weeds,  caused  ^reat  devasta- 
tion amongst  tne  vines.  Another  insect,  Plutella  xytosteUa^  caused 
much  damage  in  Mauritius  amongst  cabbages  and  turnips,  simply 
because  only  useful  plants  were  permitted  in  the  fields  ;  in  Europe 
the  same  insect  does  little  harm  because  it  is  capable  of  finding, 
and  allowed  to  find,  a  living  on  plants  worthless  to  man.  Con- 
siderations of  this  kind  explain  the  great  power  of  resistance  to 
damage  by  insects,  so  long  known  to  be  a  strong  point  in  favor  of 
mixed  forests  ;  but  under  this  term,  the  mixture  of  age  classes  as 
well  as  of  species,  should  be  understood.  Altum  has  proved  that  in 
young  pole  forest,  the  enemies  of  the  larvaB  of  certain  forest  insects 
are  much  fewer  than  in  older  forests  ;  and  the  question  naturally 
follows  whether  the  admixture  of  older  stems  in  a  pole  forest 
would  not  naturally  increase  these  welcome  enemies  of  insect  life. 
In  another  work  it  has  been  shown  that  certain  insects  whose  food 
is  in  no  way  dependent  on  the  growth  of  large  trees,  are  yet,  for 
reasons  imknown  to  us,  dependent  for  their  existence  on  the 
presence  of  such  trees,  and  disappear  when  these  are  removed. 
We  must  therefore  consider  it  an  unfavorable  condition  for  sylvicul- 
ture when  our  forests  are  so  regulated  that  our  natural  allies  in  the 
war  against  insect  life  cannot  or  will  not  visit  them.  It  may  also 
be  noticed  that  certain  insect  pests  which  are  reared  n  arable  lands 
enter  and  devastate  the  forests  when  their  former  home  provides 
no  further  food  supply,  and,  as  an  instance  of  this,  may  be  mention- 
ed the  Aarotis  segetum  which  has  been  known  to  destroy  the  fotiage 
of  the  oak. 

{To  be  continued,) 


Beetles  which  girdle  I\ose-bushes. 

We  have  received  from  the  Director  of  the  Forest  School  some 
correspondence  on  this  subjeet.  The  beetles  were  found  by  Mr. 
Foster,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests  in  Coorg,  who  wrote  : — 
"  These  beetles  cut  off  the  stems  clean  in  one  night  and  large  rose 
trees  are  thus  cut  down  and  destroyed."  The  beetles  attack  the 
main  stem  and  girdle  it,  cutting  away  till  the  bush  falls.  The 
snecimens  were  sent  to  Mr.  E,  C.  Cotes  in  Calcutta,  who  stated  that 
tney  were  insects  of  the  Cerambicidce  Family,  belonging  to  a 
species  as  yet  unnamed.  He  considered  them  identical  with  insects 
noticed  by  the  Collector  of  Kumool  as  attacking  the  branches  of  a 
Tabemoemontana^  a  habit  which  they  share  in  common  with  bther 
kinds  both  in  India  and  in  America,  and  notably  with  a  species 
Ccslostema  scabrata,  Fabr.  which  was  found  by  the  Conservator  of 
Forests  in  Oudh  to  damage  sal  saplings  (See  Indian  Forester^ 
Vol.  XIV  p.  503.)  Some  years  ago  we  remember  Mr.  R.  C. 
Wroughton  sending  some  branch  specimens  from  Bombay.   Mr^ 
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Cotes  says  that  the  objects  of  the  beetle  is  to  kill  the  branch  with  a 
view  to  laying  its  eggs  afterwards  in  the  dead  wood  above  the  ring. 
Mr.  Foster  says,  however,  that  they  cut  the  stem  clean  off  and  that 
after  the  severance  is  complete,  the  beetle  remains  at  the  top  of  the 
separated  stem. 


The  Forests  of  the  United  States  of  iNorth  y^merica. 

Under  the  above  title,  Sir  Dietrich  Brandis  has  published  a 
pamphlet  of  44  pages  which  is  reviewed  shortly  in  the  Forst  und 
Jagd  Zeitung  for  October  1892.  The  work  is  recommended  to  the 
notice  of  those  who,  interested  in  the  growth  of  exotics,  have  already 
directed  their  attention  to  the  peculiarities  of  forest  growth  in  distant 
countries.  Dr.  Brandis,  from  his  long  experience  in  the  East 
Indies,  is  especially  in  a  position  to  draw  instructive  comparison 
between  the  vegetation  of  India  and  that  of  North  America,  and  the 
opportunity  for  the  issue  of  his  pamphlet  was  given  by  the  publi- 
cation, during  the  last  few  years,  of  many  works  on  the  subject  of  the 
forests  in  America. 

Amongst  others  may  be  cited  ;  Sargent's  Report  on  the  forests 
of  North  America  in  1884  ;  Semler's  "Tropical  and  North  Ameri- 
can Forests"  in  1888  ;  Mayr's  "Forests  of  North  America"  in  1890; 
Fernow's  "Industrie  Forestiire"  in  1889  ;  and  Kessler's  "Forest 
Notes  from  America"  in  1890.  Dr.  Mayr's  work  has  chiefly  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  Dr.  Brandis  in  order  to  compare  his  expe- 
riences with  those  of  that,  author  ;  and  although  his  observations  in 
most  instances  tend  to  prove  the  same  results,  yet  in  some  instances, 
he  arrives  at  different  conclusions.  Dr.  Mayr,  for  instance, 
holds  that  evergreen  broad-leaved  species  require  more  warmth 
than  broad-leaved  deciduous  species  ;  and  that,  in  the  tropics,  as 
there  is  no  alternation  of  seasons,  there  are  also  no  species  which 
for  a  period  of  the  year  remain  leafless.  Dr.  Brandis  naturally 
objects  to  these  theories,  so  far  as  the  forests  of  India  are  concerned. 
Some  other  conclusions  arrived  at  by  Dr.  Mayr  are  also  carefully 
investigated.  For  instance,  that  author  states  that  the  heaviest  and 
most  resinous  pine  wood  grows  in  the  south  ;  so  far  at  least  as 
weight  is  concerned,  these  good  qualities  diminish  in  more  northern 
loeaUties  and  the  most  northerly  species  of  pine  *•  Pinus  Strobus  " 
yeilds  the  lightest,  if  not  the  most  resinous  timber.  Again  the  falling 
off  in  the  length  of  the  needles  of  the  various  species  of  pine,  is  more 
dependent  on  the  habitat  of  the  tree,  than  on  warmth  and  moisture. 
The  more  northerly  species  have  the  shortest  needles.  Dr.  Brandis, 
on  the  other  hand,  nnds  that  there  is  no  connection  between  the 
weight  of  the  wood,  length  of  needle  and  climatic  conditions  in  the 
habitat  of  the  various  species  of  pine  in  India.  Another  point  of 
difference  in  North  American  and  Indian  forests  is  pointed  out  by 
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Dr.  Brandis.  Dr.  Mayr  arrives  afc  the  conclusion  that  the  absence 
of  tree  growth  on  the  rrairie  Zone  is  due  to  insufficient  rainfall 
during  the  period  of  active  growth,  although  the  average  atmos- 
pheric moisture  is  sufficient  ;  and  although  this  may  be  the  case 
in  America;  yet  in  certain  localities  in  India,  this  conclusion  will 
not  be  valid. 

With  the  exception  of  certain  differences,  similar  to  those 
above  stated,  both  Dr.  Brandis  and  Dr.  Mayr  are  in  agreement  in 
the  conclusions  drawn  from  their  study  of,  and  experiences  in,  the 
forests  in  India  and  North  America. 

0.  C. 
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Are  the  rings  of  'Avicennia'  wood  annual  ? 

Dbar  Sir, 

Can  you  inform  me  whether  the  concentric  rings  in  the  wood 
of  the  mangrove  {Avicennia  ojicinalts)  are   annual  rmgs,  or  not  ? 

The  Mangrove  has  always  been  considered  a  fast  grower,  one 
Conservator  suggesting  five  vears  as  the  rotation  for  wood  to  be 
used  for  house  fire-wood  of  about  1^  to  2*'  diameter;  but  I  have 
found,  on  examination  of  several  specimens  lately,  that  the  rings 
numbered  25*7  on  the  average  per  inch  of  radius. 

As  Mangrove  grows  in  swamps  which  are  covered  daily  with 
water  (saltish)  at  high  tide,  and  as  the  temperature  near  the  coast 
is  more  or  less  uniform  throughout  the  year,  it  is  possible  that 
the  rings  are  not  annual  rings.  I  cannot,  however,  find  particulars 
about  them  anywhere. 

A.  W.  LUSHINGTON. 

Avicennia  is  not  the  true  mangrove,  but  is  one  of  the  most 
common  of  the  trees  which  form  the  mangrove  forests  in  the  estua- 
ries of  our  great  rivers.  In  regard  to  its  annual  rings,  we  can  cer- 
tainly answer  Mr.  Lushington's  question  in  the  negative  and  we 
see  that  Professor  Nordlinger  says  the  same.  The  concentric  rings 
of  Avicennia  are  like  those  of  some  Cappar ideas  notably  Niehuhria 
linearis  and  Cadaha  trifoliata  ;  also  those  of  Dalhergia  paniculata; 
and  there  are  other  species  also.  These  rings  are  not  complete  :  in 
Dalbergia,  they  may,  we  believe,  be  sometimes  traced  in  a  spiral  ; 
in  the  other  species  named,  as  in  Avicennia,  they  meet  each  other, 
or  end  abruptly,  shewing  that  they  cannot  represent  rings  of  annual 
growth.  The  description  of  the  wood  given  in  the  *  Manual  of 
Indian  Timbers'  badly  requires  revision.     The  annexed  small  cnt 
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taken  from  one  of  Professor  Nordlinger's  sections,  shews  roughly 
the  character  of  the  wood  of  Avicennia  and  ought  to  satisfy  Mr. 
Lushington  that  he  will  have  to  find  some  other  method  than  count- 
ing rings  for  determining  the  rate  and  growth  of  Avicennia  in  the 
forests  of  the   Kistna  Delta. 

Hon.  Ed. 


III.-OB'B'IOI-A.Xj  £»-A.E»aBRS  Sd  IITTraZjll.ia-B3"LTOB3, 


Right  of  Way. 

Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  decision  passed  in  1886,  by 
the  Forest  Settlement  Officer  of  Malabar,  in  the  case  of  a  claim 
under  the  Madras  Forest  Act  to  right  of  way  from  a  coflFee  estate 
through  a  Government  Forest  to  a  road.  The  following  is  the 
order  of  the  Settlement  Officer  referred  to.  It  shews  very  clearly 
the  distinction  between  '  rights  '  and  *  privileges,'  or,  as  they  are 
'  better  called,  *  concessions.' 

"  It  is  manifest  that  no  legal   right   has  been  established,   and 

*  also,  having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  section  15  of  Imperial  Act 

*  V  of  1882  (The  Indian  Easement  Act,  1882)  that  no  prescriptive 
'  easement  operating  as  a  right  against  the  State  has  been 
'  proved.     The   claim   to   enjoy  the  right  of  way  as  of  right  must, 

*  therefore,  and  is  hereby,  wholly  rejected.     This  rejection  does  not 

*  interfere  with  the  concession  made  by  the  District   Forest   Officer 

*  and  referred  to  in  column  6,  it  being  distinctly  understood  that  the 

*  concession  does  not  operate  as  a  legal  right   and  is  withdrawable 

*  at  will." 

"  These  privileges  are  not  claimed  as  right,  but  merely  asked 
-*  for  as  a  matter  of  mvour.  It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this 
'  Court  to  deal  with  requests,  but  to  determine  claims.  It  will  there- 
'  fore  suffice  to  record  that  no  legal  rights  are  granted  over  the 
'  several  paths   referred   to   in   column   4,  but  the  District  Forest 

*  Officer  expressed  his  willingness,  as  by   favor,  the  concessions  not 

*  operating  as  rights,  and  being  withdrawable  at  will." 
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IV.-REX"V-XS1^^?^S- 


The  Forage  plants  of  Australia. 

In  a  land  like  Australia  where  the  breeding  of  stock  is  the 
chief  agricultural  industry  of  the  country,  the  importance  of  an  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  the  different  native  fodder  plants,  cannot  be 
underestimated,  and  the  appearance  of  this  publication  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  of  New  South  Wales,  shows  that  the 
Government  of  the  Colony  is  fully  alive  to  its  value-  The  book 
gives  a  series  of  pictures  of  92  important  fodder  plants  of  various 
families,  excluding  the  grasses;  and  each  plate  is  accompanied  by  an 
appropriate  description  of  the  plant  and  of  its  qualities  as  a  fodder. 
Twenty-five  orders  are  represented,  but  by  far  the  largest  number 
of  species  figured  belong  to  the  family  which  gives  the  different 
kinds  of  '  Salt-bush'  the  Chenopodiacece,  for  no  less  than  37  of  the 
plates  refer  to  members  of  the  family.  The  next  largest  order  re- 
presented is  LeguminoscB  with  13  species.  Then  come  CrucifercB  and 
Myoporinece  with  5  each,  Sapindacece  with  4,  Malvacece  and  AmaTa- 
ntacecB  with  3.  The  last  plate  in  the  book  gives  the  "  Nardoo  " 
Marsilea  Drummondii^  a  cryptogamic  plant  allied  to  the  Ferns,  upon 
which  the  unfortunate  explorers  Burke  and  Wills  were  compelled  to 
endeavour,  for  a  while,  to  support  existence.  Stock  of  all  descrip- 
tions, however,  are  said  to  be  very  fond  of  it  and  the  Australian 
aborigines  also  use  its  spore  cases  for  food. 

it  is  interesting  to  find  that  the  author  was  at  one  time 
disposed  to  think  that  a  free  introduction  of  exotics  would  be  well 
in  order  to  supplant  the  native  herbage.  Experience,  however,  has 
made  him  change  his  mind,  and  the  stock  animals  themselves  bear 
him  out,  as  it  seems  that  they  prefer  the  indigenous  to  the  intro- 
duced kinds  of  grass.  Of  interest  to  us  in  India,  is  Mr.  Turner's 
opinion  that  tall  growing  grasses,  even  such  kinds  as  Beanay 
Sorghum^  maize  and  the  big  species  of  Panicum,  are  scarcely  ever  so 
nutritious  as  the  more  dwarf  ones.  Here  in  India,  where  the  native 
cattle  graziers  think  it  so  necessary  to  bum  the  grass  in  the  forests 
for  grazing  purposes,  they  forget,  as  we  have  more  than  once  pointed 
out,  that  thereby  they  destroy  the  smaller  more  nutritious  kinds 
and  foster  only  the  growth  of  the  tall  species,  which,  except  in  the 
form  of  quite  fresh  shoots,  are  almost  always  hard  and  inedible. 
On  the  question  of  this  annual  burning,  the  following  remarks  of 
Mr.  Turner  fully  deserve  quotation. 

"  It  has  often  been  asked  of  me  whether  I  favour  the  annual 

*  burning  off  of  grasses.     Except  in  three   cases,  I  am  decidedly 

*  against  burning  off,  for  the  following  reasons  : — 
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1.     ''  It  destroys  millions  of  grass  seeds  which  an  occasional 

good  season  may  have  brought  to  maturity,  thereby  destroying 
le  only  natural  means  for  their  reproduction.  A  fire  also  des- 
troys many  valuable  Salsolaceous  and  other  plants.  2.  After 
burning   off,  if  favourable  weather  ensues,   new  growth  is  made 

auickly,  and  sheep  turned  in  on  this  eat  greedily  of  it,  which  gives 
liem  what  is  commonly  termed  the  scours  or  diarrhoea,  which  often 
becomes  chronic,  and,  of  course,  has  such  a  weakening  effect  upon 
them  that  many  die.  Nor  is  this  all,  for  in  biting  out  the  young 
growth  from  the  heart  of  the  plant,  much  of  the  hitter  is  brought 
with  it,  which  of  course  partially  destroys  it.  If  a  fire 
should  take  place,  sheep  should  never  be  turned  into  the  pasture 
until  it  has  made  considerable  growth,  though  cattle  may  be  turn- 
ed in  without  any  serious  damage  being  done,  for  they  never  eat 
grasses  so  low  as  do  sheep.  1  may  here  mention  the  fact  that 
sheep  destroy  the  natural  grasses  and  herbage  in  much  less  time 
than  horses,  and  they  again  much  sooner  than  cattle. 

"I  am  in  favour  of  burning  off  annually  under  three  such 
peculiar  conditions  as  the  following  : — 1,  where  grasses  are  much 
diseased  with  parasitic  fungi ;  2,  where  there  is  a  predominance 
of  spear  grasses  ;.  and  3,  where  there  are  growing  such  rank 
grasses  as  those  I  describe  as  suitable  for  wet  or  undrained  soils, 
for  along  with  this  coarse  growth  many  noxious  plants  and  fungoid 
pests  are  destroyed.  (Very  rarely  good  pasture  plants  other  tnan 
grasses,  will  grow  in  such  situations.)  Pasture  in  these  circum- 
stances becomes  more  healthy,  the  fire  acting  as  a  disinfectant 
and  contagious  diseases  disappear.  Grasses  that  will  grow  in  low, 
damp  situations,  are  a  valuable  standby  for  the  pastoralist  during 
protracted  droughts." 

These  remarks  are  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  although  in 
the  past  20  years  a  very  great  advance  has  been  made  in  the  teach- 
ing not  only  of  the  people  of  this  coimtry,  but  also  of  their  rulers, 
that  fire  is  not  a  necessary  aid  to  the  provision  of  good  pasture, 
there  are  many  people  still  who  adhere  to  the  old  notions  and  think 
no  good  pasture  is  obtainable  without  fire.  As  an  object  lesson  in 
the  advantages  of  protection  of  grazing  lands  from  fire,  we  know 
of  none  more  valuaole  than  what  can  be  seen  any  day  in  the  Nilgiri 
mountains  of  South  India,  by  any  one  who  examines  the  grass  of 
the  *  downs '  where  it  is  regularly  burnt  and  consists  chiefly  of 
tussocks  of  coarse  wirv  kinds,  witn  bare  patehes  between,  and  that 
of  the  fire  protected  slopes  of  Dodabelta  where  even  in  dry  seasons 
may  be  obtained  gooa  grazing  on  tender  species  of  nutritious 
value. 

The  plates  are  rather  roughly  done,  but  to  our  mind  bear  the 
stamp  of  accuracy  and  seem  faithfully  to  represent  the  common 
appearance  of  each  plant.  They  seem  to  have  been  cheaply  done  by 
some  process  of  nature-printing,  aided  afterwards  by  careful  draw- 
ing.   The  preface   contains  an  important  acknowledgement  by  the 
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Minister  for  Agriculture  of  Mr.  Turner's  services  in  the  cause  of 
the  grazing  community  by  the  publication  of  this  useful  little  work. 
We  wish  there  were  a  similar  one  for  India,  with  the  grasses  given 
also  in  addition  to  other  kinds  of  common  fodder  plants. 


•  The  Forage  PUnts  of  Aastvalia  '  by  F.  Turaer,  F.L.8.,  R.H.S.,  Publisiied 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  N.  S.  Wales. 


forestry  in  South  AustraKa  in  1891-92. 

In  our  No.  for  November  1892  (Vol.  XVIII,  p.  436),  we 
reviewed  the  Report  for  1890-91,  and  drew  attention  to  several 
important  points  ;  firsty  the  apparent  neglect  of  the  natural  forests, 
secondlvj  tne  strange  system  of  natural  reproduction  by  means  of 
forest  nres  ;  thirdly^  the  apparent  inexhaustibility  of  the  Wirrabara 
Reserve  ;  fourthly,  our  inability  to  understand  the  system  of 
"leasing"  the  reserves;  and ^na%,  the  financial  failure  of  the 
Department. 

We  are  very  far  from  wishing  to  condemn  the  system  under 
which  large  compact  plantations  can  be  formed  near  centres  of  de- 
mand and  along  lines  of  communication,  for  we  have  before  us  in 
Changa  Manga,  an   exceUent  example  of  a  most  valuable  and  im- 

g)rtant  success  in  this  way  ;  but  ever  since  the  Department  of 
orestry  in  South  Australia  has  been  started,  we  have  noticed  the 
comparative  indifiPerence  with  which  the  Conservator  and  his  Assis- 
tants seem  to  regard  the  natural  forests,  those  areas  which,  in  other 
countries,  are  looked  upon  as  the  chief  ones  for  protection  and  the 
principal  sources  of  supply.  The  new  Report  tells  us  nothing  more 
on  the  subject,  and  even  on  the  visit  of  the  Attorney  General,  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  other  important  personages  to 
the  Reserves,  only  the  plantations  seem  to  have  been  inspected  and 
approved.  The  area  of  plantation  amounts  to  about  16  square 
miles  while  the  Reserves  contain  336.  A  great  fuss  is  made  in 
the  Report  because  530  acres  of  one  Reserve  were  taken  to  form  a 
National  Park  and  yet,  apparently,  there  is  no  system  of  con- 
servancy in  the  Reserves,  unless  there  are  provisions  in  the  mys- 
terious arrangement  of  •  leasing '  under  whicn  protection  is  ensured* 
The  most  interesting  point  in  the  Report  is  the  account  of 
rate  of  growth.  Four  principal  species  gave  the  following 
results. 

Age.  Height        Diameter. 

Blue  Qnm{Eucalwtus  Globulus)  ...     14  year  67  ft.  23  in. 

Sugar  Gum  (Eucalyptus  corynocalyx)  14    „  68  ft.  16  „ 

Remarkable  Pine  (Pinus  insigvis)...     15    „  49  „  12  „ 

Upright  Poplar  {Populus  fasttgiata)     18    „  65  „  10  „ 
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Both  the  Blue  Gum  and  the  Pine  can  shew,  on  the  Nilgiris 
resnlts  to  equal  if  not  to  exceed  these ;  all  the  same,  2^  rings 
per  inch  of  radius,  is  a  fine  growth  for  any  species  of  Pine.  The 
worst  is,  that  this  very  quick  growth  in  conifers  usually  means 
a  soft  easily  destructible  wood.  The  introduction  of  edible  dates 
seems  to  be  making  great  progress  and  the  results  will  doubtless  be 
of  great  importance  to  the  Colony. 

The  Revenue  for  the  year  came  to  £5,177  and  the  expenditure 
to  £7,992,  of  which  £2,699  on  establishment,  and  £5,293  on  works. 
There  were  also  special  votes,  chiefly  for  planting,  amounting  to 
£4,057,  of  which  £2,333  only  were  spent. 


Annual  Report  on  Agriculture  in  Bombay  for  1891-92. 

There  is  much  of  general  interest  in  this  Report  just  received, 
but  only  a  little  of  special  note  for  Forest  Officers.  We  quote, 
however,  the  following  extract  regarding  Fodder  Crops  at  the 
Poena  Farm,  as  we  are  always  glad  to  see  anything  done  towards 
the  attainment  of  better  systems  of  cattle-feeding  than  the  present 
wasteful  one  of  allowing  most  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  country  to 
be  kept  in  a  poor  state  from  over  pasture,  and  forests  prevented 
from  reproducing  themselves  through  the  necessity  of  allowing 
them  to  be  over-grazed.  We  expect,  however,  that  all  these  ex- 
periments are  carried  on  on  good  soil  which  would  carry  a  high  rate 
of  assessment.  What,  we  think,  is  mostly  wanted,  is  an  extension 
of  the  grass-farming  works  so  admirably  started  by  our  Military 
authorities  ;  and  the  discovery  of  good  kinds  of  fodder  that  can  be 
easily  and  cheaply  grown  on  poor  lands  so  as  to  make  it  possible 
to  feed  cattle  on  cut  material  and  to  improve  their  quality  by 
stopping  indiscriminate  inter-breeding  and  allowing  the  selection 
of  breeding  animals. 

"  The  greater  portion  of  the  farm  was  occupied  bv  Fodder 
'  Crops  for  the  use  of  the  dairy  herd,  and  the  interest  of  the  experi- 

*  ments  conducted  during  the  year,  centres  mainly   on  these  crops, 

*  which  are  of  growing  importance  in  view  of  the  rapidly  diminish- 

*  ing   area  of  waste   lands   and   of  the  increasing  value  of  dairy 

*  products.     The    fodders    compared     were    Lathyrus    svlvestris^ 

*  lucerne,     guinea     grass,    Reana     luxurians     Kulthi     {Dolichos 

*  uniflorus),  sundhiajowari  and  Kodwal  (two  varieties  of  Sorghum). 

*  The    first  named   plant  has  so  far   proved   practically  a   failure. 

*  Lucerne,  though  second  to  guinea  grass  in  yield,  produces,  owing 

*  to  its  high  pnce,  the  largest  profit.     But  it   is  a   delicate   crop, 

*  and  its   young  seedlings  are   subiect   to   insect  attacks  between 

*  July  and  Octooer.     Guinea  grass  nas  the  highest   outturn,  at  the 

*  same  time  being  practically  exempt  from  disease  and  insect  pests 

*  and  growing  well  under  shade  trees.     JReatia  luoeurians  (teosinte) 
'  gave  promise  of  being  a  useful  fodder,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
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^  have  any  advantage  over  Jowari  beyond  that  it  is  claimed  to  be 
'  a  perennial  plant.     Its  permanency,   however,   is   shown   by   the 

*  year's  results  to  be  more  than  doubtful.     The  indigenous   fodder 

*  crops  are  all  seasonal,  and  their   yields   are   necessarily  compara- 

*  tively  low.     The  Kodwal  or  hot  weather  Jowari    yield   best,   but 
^  cost  heavily  for  irrigation,  the  Sundhia  or  Gujarat  fodder  Jowari 

*  come  next  in  yield,  appearing,  however,  to  be  rather  delicate   in 

*  the  Deccan  climate.     Kulthie  is  rather  a  wasteful  fodder   for  well 

*  fed  cattle,  as  they  reject  the  courser  stalks." 


Bengal  forest  Report  for  1891-92. 

This  is  an  excellent  and  interesting  Report  and  we  are  glad  to 
see  that  the  Review  of  it  by  the  Bengal  Government,  commences 
with  a  well  deserved  tribute  to  Mr.  Dansey's  energy  which  it  gives 
us  pleasure  to  reprint  : — 

"  The  Bengal  Forests  have  been  under  the  able  charge  of  Mr. 

*  Dansey,    who   acted  as  Conservator  throughout  the  year.     His 

*  tours  covered  a  period  of  251  days,  in  the  course  of  which  he  paid 

*  two  visits  to  Orissa  on   important   duty  in   connection   with  the 
'  Forests  of  Angul  and  Khurda,  travelled  over  the  whole  of  Chota 

*  Nagpur,  examming  the  Palamau,  Ranchi,  and  Koderma  Forests, 

*  and  acquiring  a  fair  insight  into  the  condition  of  the  private  forest 
'  estates,  visited  the  Sonthal  Parganas,  inspected  the  Forests  of  the 

*  Jalpaiguri  Division,  and  had  nearly  completed  his  inspection  of  the 

*  Buxa  Forests,  when  he  was  compelled  by  fever  to  return  to  head- 
'  quarters,  which  he  reached  on  the  1st  May,     This  record  of  activity 

*  in  inspection  deserves  the   highest   commendation.    Mr.   Dansey, 

*  however,  is  not  satisfied  that  justice  was  done  to   the   Circle   even 

*  by  a  tour  of  this  length.     He  rightly  regards  an  intimate  personal 

*  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  the  Foreste  under  his  charge  as  essential 

*  to  the  performance  of  one  of  his  principal  duties,  that  of  deciding 
'  how  each  Forest  shall  be  worked  to  the  greatest  economic  advant- 

*  age,  and  as  an  instance  of  the   kind  of  action   which  might  be 

*  possible  elsewhere,  if  he  were  in  poseession  of  complete  information, 
'  ne  cites  the  beneficial  result  of  tnis  visit  to  Singhbhum.     He  found 

*  there  that  sal  trees  were  being  sold  at  a  fixed  price   per  tree,  with 
'  option  to  the  purchaser  to  choose  his  own  trees.     Under  his  direo- 

*  tion  this  faulty  procedure  gave  place   to  a  system  under  which  a 
'  given  number  of  trees  are  marked  on  a  given  area   irrespective  of 

*  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  timber,  except  that  trees  apparently 

*  hollow  are  excluded.     The  marked  trees  are  then  advertised  in  lots 
'  and  tenders  invited.     The   introduction  of  this   system   raised  the 

*  average  price  of  sal  trees  in  Singhbhum  by  one-half.     The   Lieut- 

*  enant-Govemor    recognizes  that  this  is  a  good    example  of    the 
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advantages  of  personal  inspection,  althoagh  the   thesis   hardly  re- 

Jnired  proof,  as  it  is  an  accepted  principle  of  administration  with 
lis  Honour.  Every  one  must  feel  that  the  area  which  Mr.  Dansej 
has  to  control  is  too  large  for  him  to  inspect  thoroughly  and  in 
every  detail  and  at  once.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  had  been 
able  in  one-and-a-half  years  to  see  everything,  the  work  of  inspec- 
tion would  have  lost  much  of  its  interest,  and  would,  after  a  few 
years,  become  dull  and  monotonous." 

The  difficulty  about  the  inspection  of  the  Bengal  Forests  does 
not  consist  so  much  on  the  size  of  the  Reserved  area  as  in  the  long 
distance  from  place  to  place.  There  is  one  group  of  forests  in  the 
north  and  under  the  Himalayas  ;  another  in  the  wilds  of  Chota 
Nagpur  ;  another  in  Orissa  ;  another  across  the  bay  in  Chittagong 
and  yet  another  in  the  Ganges  delta.  Each  of  these  has  its  own 
peculiar  features  in  the  way  of  climate,  mode  of  travel,  etc,  and  the 
cliflferences  constitute  so  many  difficulties.  One  great  difficulty  is 
that  of  going  speedily  from  one  forest  locality  to  another  with  all 
the  necessary  equpiment  for  travel.  And  so  we  are  sorr}'  to  see  that 
the  Government  does  not  seem  disposed  to  take  up  Mr.  Dansey's 
proposal  for  the  Establishment  of  two  Circles  in  Bengal. 

It  is  satisfactory  that  there  seems  at  last  to  be  some  chance  of 
the  forests  of  the  Son  thai  Parganas  being  brought  under  the  pro- 
fessional agency  of  the  Department  ;  and  that  the  unclassed  State 
Forests  in  Chota  Nagpore,  Angul  and  Chittagong  are  also  to  be 
brought  under  management.  We  do  not,  however,  quite  under- 
stand what  advantages  are  expected  to  be  derived  from  making 
them  '  Protected  Forests.'  Last  year,  in  our  Review  in  the 
December  number  :  we  noticed  the  complaint  that  good  Bengali 
subordinates  could  not  be  obtained,  we  see  that  this  year  again  the 
Conservator  has  some  strong  remarks  on  the  same  subject  and  that 
Sir  Charles   Elliot   still  thinks  that    "  the  Bengali   has   in   him 

*  capacities  for  physical  activity  which  are  only   now  beginning  to 

*  be  developed.'  For  our  own  part,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  real  reason  for  failure  to  get  good  men  lies  in  tne  absence  of 
inducement  in  the  way  of  a  suitable  flow  of  promotion  to  the 
higher  grades  of  the  Provincial  Service.  If  native  passed  students 
from  the  Forest  School,  see  young  Anglo-Indians  from  the  same 
institution  put  over  their  heads  again  and  again,  it  is  not  surprising 
if  they  resign  or  at  any  rate  fail  to  do  their  best.  On  this  subject 
we  reproduce  the  following  from  the  Pioneer  of  November  6th. 

"  In  connection  with  Forestry  in  Bengal,  the  question  has  arisen 
whether  the  natives  of  the  Provinces  are  phvsically  qualified  for  the 
post  of  Rangers.  The  Conservator  holds  tliat  where  rough  work 
has  to  be  done  and  an  active  life  led,  they  are  not  equal  to  the 
strain  thus  involved.  The  Lieutenantr-Govemor,  however,  will  not 
accept  this  conclusion  without  further  trials  being  made.  He  sets 
forth  his  belief  that  the  Bengali  has  in  him  capacities  for  physical 
activity  which  are  only  now  beginning  to  be  developed.  "Already,** 
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*  he  writes,  '^  Bengali  officers  have  in  other  departments,  and  especial- 

*  ly  in  explorations  beyond  our  northern  frontiers,  shown  great  powers 

*  of  physical  activity  ; "  but  he  is  careful  to  add  that  it  is  unquestion- 

*  ably  desirable  that  in  the  selection  of  candidates  for  forest  work 
^  great  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  physique  and  to  their  inclin- 
'  ation  for  a  hard  and  active  out-of-door  life  in  the  jungles.  The 
^  pay  of  the  Banger  class   has  apparently  been  so  low   himerto  that 

*  good   men   have  not   been  enlisted   for  the  appointments  open  to 

*  native   candidates  ;   but  it  is   hoped  that   under  the  new  scheme, 

*  which  gives  greater  chances  of  acLvancement,  the  Department  will 
^  secure  Kangers  who  combine  activity  with  intelligence.     The  latter 

*  quality  is  never  lacking  in  the  Bengali,  but  we  doubt  whether  the 

*  Conservator  is  not  right  in  his  estimate  of  the  physical  inability  of 

*  the  inhabitants  of  the  steamy  plains  of  the  Lower  Provinces  to  do 

*  rough  work.     Perhaps    the  rising   generation,   which   is   taking 

*  kindly  to  athletics  and  out-door  games,  may  produce  men  of  better 

*  physique  than  we  have  been  accustomed  to  see,  but  these  must  not 

*  be  looked  for  among  the  book-worms  whose  highest  aim  in  life  is 

*  to  obtain  a  University  degree." 

The  Financial  results  of  the  year  were  the  best  on  record,  the 
Revenue  having  been  Rs,  7,89,553,  and  the  surplus  Rs.  3,81,034. 
One  noticeable  feature  of  the  year  was  the  improvement  in  the 
Sundarbans'  timber  trade,  and  another,  the  working  of  the  Sing- 
bhum*Sal  forests.  We  will  conclude  with  a  further  extract  from 
the  "  Pioneer "  which  is  worthv  of  reproduction  as  a  tribute  of 
sympathy  with  a  department  which  has  probably  more  up-hill 
work  to  contend  with,  and  more  enemies,  than  any  other  in  the 
country. 

"  The  Resolution  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Bengal  on  the 
'  Annual  Forest  Report  for  the  Province,  is  couched  in  very  different 

*  terms  from  that  of  the  Bombay  Government,  to  which  attention 
'  was  drawn  a  few  days  ago.     Sir  Charles  Elliott  acknowledges  the 

*  conspicuous  zeal  and  ability  displayed  by  the  Conservator,  and  he 

*  does  not  indulge  in  acrimonious  criticism  of  his  work.  Forestry 
'  in  Bengal  is  making  good  progress,  the  surplus  in  the  past  year 
'  having    reached  nearly  four    lakhs  of    rupees.     The    Sundarbun 

*  timber-trade  has  revived  ;  the  outturn  from  the  Singhbhum  forests 
'  has  greatly  increased  ;  offences  against  the  regulations  have  fallen 
'  from  over  200  to  less  than  80  ;  and  generafly  the  Department 
'  seems  to  carry  on  its  operations  smootLlv  and  satisfactorQy.  But 
'  the  superior  establishment  is  far  too  weak  for  the  duties  which  it 
'  has  to  discharge,  and  the  preparation  of  working  plans,  which  are 
'  essential  to  the  success  of  forest  operations,  has  been  delayed  in 
'  consequence.  The  Government  of  India  have  declared  that  it  will 
'  be  impossible  to  post  any  new  officers  to  Bengal   until  next  year, 

*  and  the  Conservator  must  therefore  do  the  best  he  can  with  the 
'  small  staff  under  his  orders.     The  subordinate   establishment,  too, 

*  is  greatly  in  need  of  reinforcement,  but  a  remedy  will  be  applied 
'  in  this  instance  when  the  new  scheme  for  the  whole  of  India  is 
'  carried  out." 
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Ji  Trip  to  Bara  Bangahal. 

1st  June. — Up  early  and  started  immediately  for  Bhetli  Qote. 
The  tramp  through  the  fine  old  Pine  Forests  in  the  cool  fresh  morn- 
ing was  very  enjoyable.  The  number  of  wind-fallen  trees  all  along 
these  forests,  with  a  northern  aspect,  is  enormous,  the  ridges  in 
many  places  are  denuded  of  trees.  While  all  hands  were  engaged 
in  pitching  tents  and  getting  the  camp  settled,  the  old  Shikary 
and  I  stroUed  away  over  some  very  steep  ground  to  prospect  the 
country.  Across  the  ravine  opposite  to  us  was  spotted  a  brown  bear, 
but  he  was  on  the  move,  ana  we  soon  lost  sight  of  him;  soon  after 
we  sighted  another  higher  up,  but  he  too  was  going  as  if  the  devil 
were  after  him,  he  was  a  fine  specimen,  and  so  we  made  a  great 
effort  to  meet  him  near  the  snow  line,  but  never  saw  him  again. 
As  it  was  getting  dark  we  scrambled  down  the  hill  again,  as  fast  we 
could,  and  on  the  opposite  spur  we  caught  sight  of  two  more  bears 
both  of  which  were  rushing  about  in  a  most  curious  way,  which 
puzzled  me  very  much,  I  asked  the  Shikary  if  this  was  the  pairing 
season,  and  if  these  excited  males  were  in  search  of  females,  of 
course  he  did  not  know,  but  if  the  "  Sahib  "  thought  so,  it  must  be 
right.  Not  one  of  the  four  bears  we  had  seen  this  evening  halted 
for  a  single  moment  to  feed. 

2nd  June. — Bhetli  Gote.  Decided  to  halt  a  day  here.  While 
having  "  chota  hazri  "  outside  the  tent,  got  "  khabar  "  that  two 
bears  were  feeding  in  a  '  gote  '  on  the  opposite  hill,  the  rifles  being 
ready,  we  started  immediately,  and  after  crossing  a  deep  ravine  wit£ 
a  steep  pull  up  on  the  opposite  side,  we  came  close  up  to  the  pair, 
they  nad  evidently  scented  us,  for  they  very  uneasy,  and  kept 
looking  down  in  our  direction,  so  I  took  a  hurried  shot  at  the  larger 
one  of  the  two  and  rolled  her  over;  reloading  quickly,  for  I  only 
had  a  single  barrel  rifle,  I  meant  to  take  a  shot  at  the  other  bear  as 
he  ran  past  us,  but  had  suddenly  to  change  my  line  of  fire,  the 
old  she  bear,  who  had  recovered  herself  and  come  down  towards  us 
looking  very  angry  and  savage,  the  second  shot  finished  her,  but 
the  cub  made  good  his  escape.  This  decided  me  to  invest  in  a 
double  barrelled  rifle  as  soon  as  possible,  for  one  is  not  only  liable  to 
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get  chawed  up  before  one  has  time  to  reload,  but  manj  a  good 
chance  is  lost  of  bagging  game  from  the  want  of  a  second  barrel. 
Returned  to  breakfast  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  answering  a 

e)st  received   during   the  night,   and   inspecting   some  patches  of 
lue  Pine  Forests. 

The  whole  hill  side  here  is  covered  with  lilies  of  the  valley  and 
a  variety  of  lovely  wild  flowers.  In  the  afternoon,  scrambled  up  to 
the  snows  to  see  the  view  from  the  higher  peaks,  saw  another  large 
bear  in  the  same  excited  state.  There  is  no  mistaking  the  males, 
for  they  are  larger,  heavier  built,  and  have  a  decided  hump  of  thick 
hair  over  the  shoulders.     Killed  an  adder  near  the  tent. 

3rd  June. — ^Awoke  early,  feeling  very  tired  and  seedy.  Had 
breakfast  early  and  started  for  the  lower  valley  near  the  village  of 
Bara  Bangahal.  Was  much  interested  in  watching  a  large  flock  of 
sheep  crossing  a  very  narrow  and  rickety  bridge  over  the  Ravi, 
whicn  is  a  foaming  torrent  here,  I  fully  expect^  one-half  of  them 
would  have  been  hustled  over  the  sides  of  the  bridge  by  the  others, 
but  the  old  gaddi  shepherd  understood  his  business,  and  got  them 
over  wonderfully,  he  couldn't  however  prevent  his  flock  getting 
hopelessly  mixed  up  with  two  others  on  the  opposite  side,  and  1 
fully  expected,  there  would  have  been  no  end  of  a  quarrel  on. 
separating  the  flocks,  for  none  of  the  sheep  were  marked  in  any  way, 
and  I  was  much  astonished  to  see  how  each  man  knew  his  sheep 
and  separated  each  his  own  without  an  angry  word  passing  their 
lips. 

4th  June.— \J^   later   than   usual,   feeling   very   unwell,  and 
started   for  the  Roygdr  valley  about  7  o'clock.     The  Ravi,  covered 
over  with  snow,  in  places  20  feet  deep,  forms  the  base  of  the  valley, 
the  slopes  on  either  side  are  covered  with  Blue  Pine,  and  occasion- 
ally deodar  in  the  lower  end  of  the  long  valley.     The  winter  was  an 
unusually  severe  ono,  and  avalanches  more  numerous.     For  several 
miles  the  slopes  were  covered  thickly  with  fallen   trees  hea{)ed  one 
on  the  top  of  the  other,  the  result  of  avalanches,  which  had  rushed 
down  the  slopes  and  covered  the   Ravi  below.     The   road   lay  for 
some  distance   over  the  bed   of  snow  which  covered  the  Ravi,  the 
foaming  waters  of  which  could  be  distinctly   heard  roaring  below. 
The  cold  was  intense  and  I  felt  unwell  and  had  finaUy  to  give    in; 
takincr  shelter  under  a  large  rock,  I   lay  down  to   rest  and  sent  my 
breakfast  cooly   to   get  some  water,  I  had  just  dosed  off  to  sleep 
when  the  cooly  returned   very  excited   and  said  he  had  seen  a  very- 
large  bear  in  the  next  clearing.    I  was  not  at  all   inclined  to   leave 
my  sheltered  resting  place,  but  the  man  was  so  certain  that  the  bear 
was  really  a  fine  specimen,  that  I   determined  to  go  and  see.      We 
soon  reached  the  clearing  at  the  end  of  which,  there  was   certainly 
the  finest  old  bear  I  had  ever  seen.     The  ground  was  covered  with 
huge  stones   brought  down  by   avalanches,  and   the  stalking  waa 
therefore   easy.     I   got  at   last  an  easy   broadside   shot  ~  at  hmi  at 
about  80  yards  and  was  delighted  to  see  him  roll  over  into  a   suow 
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drift  below.  For  a  time  we  lost  sight  of  him  and  I  began  to  fear  I 
had  lost  him,  but  hurrying  up  the  ridge  of  snow,  we  came  right  on. 
to  him,  and  what  a  monster  he  looked  as  he  raised  his  enormous  head, 
and  glared  at  us.  Fearing  to  lose  him,  I  gave  him  a  second  shot 
through  the  head,  and  finished  him.  His  skin  and  stuffed  head  now 
hang  on  the  walls  of  my  hall,  rare  trophies  of  a  very  pleasant  trip  in 
the  snowy  wilds.  As  soon  as  the  excitement  was  over,  the  bilious 
attack  returned  with  greater  force,  and  I  had  at  last  to  double  up 
under  a  shelving  rock  and  sleep  till  the  camp  came  up,  when  I  had 
the  tents  pitched  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  Dalli  Gote  and  was  very 
glad  to  get  into  bed,  though  I  had  had  nothing  to  eat  since  *^  choi» 
hazri."  Dalli  Gote  is  a  lovely  spot,  there  are  no  less  than  nine 
waterfalls  opposite  the  camp,  and  the  hill  sides  are  covered  with  the 
•most  beautiful  wild  flowers,  while  the  crags  and  cliffs  all  round  are 
very  wild  and  grand. 

5th  June. — Up  very  early,  feeling  seedy  still,  but  started  sharp 
for  the  head  of  the  valley.  The  scenery  is  very  grand,  the  clim 
are  enormous.  The  air  is  cold  and  crisp,  and  the  stiuness  so  marked, 
that  not  a  sound  of  a  living  thing  is  to  be  heard.  Soon  after 
starting,  we  got  to  a  nice  lookmg  gote  and  spotted  two  bears,  the 
upper  one,  which  was  the  smaller  of  the  two,  was  evidently  being 
hunted  by  the  other.  I  got  an  easy  shot  at  the  lower  one,  and  bag- 
ged him  :  the  other  escaped  before  I  could  reload.  After  breakfast, 
we  continued  our  way  up  to  the  head  of  the  valley.  The  Shikary 
suddenly  sighted  two  bears  which  came  galloping  down  the  nala 
towards  us  playing  like  a  couple  of  dogs ;  we  watched  them  for  a 
time,  and  then  I  got  behind  a  rock  to  wait  for  them  ;  the  leading 
bear  had  turned  off  and  was  making  for  the  opposite  hill ;  I  got  a 
bad  shot  at  her  and  broke  her  leg,  and  we  had  tnen  to  run  along  the 
snow  to  get  another  chance  at  her  as  she  crossed  the  ridge.  I  got  a 
running  shot  and  rolled  her  over  into  the  nala  below,  but  she  was  up 
again  and  was  attempting  to  cross  a  roaring  stream  as  the  third  shot 
finished  her.  Meanwhile  what  had  become  of  the  second  bear  was 
the  question.  We  ran  back  and  saw  him  crossing  over  some  deep 
snow :  he  was  a  long  way  off,  but  it  was  good  practice,  so  I  squat- 
ted down  and  had  nine  shots  at  him  at  long  distances,  and  only 
hit  him  once,  but  lost  him.  Later  on  I  got  this  same  bear  lower 
down  the  valley. 

F.  0.  L. 

{To  be  continued.) 

30 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116  THE   0B8TACLBS   TO   HOMR  TIMBBR-QROWING. 


^I.-E33ZTR-A.OTS,    ITOTB3S    JLTiTTD    QTJZSRXSS. 


The  Obstacles  to  Home  Timber-growing 

Sir  Arther   Grant,   Bart,^  of  Monymnsk,  Aberdeenshire,  in 
noticing  a  review  of  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  HorticuUural  Society^ 
makes  some   interesting   remarks   on   his   experience  in  forestry. 
When  old   plantations   were  planted   (  he  says  ),    four  pests  of  the 
forester  did   not  exist  in  this  (Aberdeenshire)  part  of  Scotland — 
the  rabbit,  the  squirrel,  the  Larch  disease,  and   the  lucifer   match. 
Do  what  you  like,  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  the  rabbit  entirely  out 
of  the  plantation,  and  you  must  make  up  your  mind  to  lose  a  pro- 
portion of  newly-planted  trees,  and  the  trees  are  not  out  of  danger 
for  some  years.     When  they  are  25  feet  high,  or  thereabouts,  the 
squirrel  attacks   the  Scotch   Fir,  eating  the  bark  in  spring  on  the 
sunny  side.     As  a  rule,  he  clears  a  patch  perhaps   4   by  6    inches. 
From  this  the   sap  oozes  out,  and  the  winter  wind  snaps  off  the  top, 
perhaps   4  or  5  feet  from  the  tip  ;  after  this,  your  tree  makes  little 
progress.     It  is  very  difficult  to  see  the  squirrels  in  the  Fir  trees, 
and  they  are  prolific  little  rascals.     After  killing  perhaps  500  squir- 
rels  in  a  year,    I  find  the  damage   the  following   year  to  be   uttle 
lessened,  and  I  have  thousands  upon  thousands  of  promising  Scotch 
Firs    destroyed    or    grievously    injured  by    them  at  the  present 
moment.     Again,  when  your  Larches  have   been  planted   perhaps 
twelve  to   fifteen  years,   the  disease   begins  to   show,  and  in  many 
places,  at  about  thirty  to  forty  years  of  age,  they  go  "  pumped  "  in 
the  centre,  whilst  yet  too  small  to  have  much  timber-value.  Silver 
Firs  also  are  now   very   subject  to  disease.     Lastly,  we  have   the 
lucifer  match.     Never  a  year  goes  by  but  we  suffer  at   Monymnsk 
more  or  less  from  the  recklessly  careless  tourist  or  labourer,  who 
lights  his  pipe,  wanders  on,  and  if  he  starts  a  fire,   mates   himself 
scarce  at  once.     Last  year  a  great  deal  of  wood  and  young   planta- 
tion  and  moor  in   Aberdeenshire   was  destroyed   in  this   reckless 
fashion.     In  Switzerland  they  have   very  severe   laws  about  firing 
the   woods.     These   are   some  of  the   difficulties   which  surround 
modem  plantations  from  which  the  older  foresters  were  free. 

.  In  regard  to  profit,  the  labour  of  ditching,  draining,  fencing 
with  walls,  planting,  and  caretaking  was  much  cheaper  in  the  old 
days  than  at  present.  There  was  some  sale  for  thinnings,  which 
were  largely  used  for  rails.  Now  wire  fencing  and  iron  fences 
have  stopped  nearly  the  whole  of  that  outlet,  and  thinnings  will 
not  pay  for  cutting  and  hauling.  Twenty  years  ago,  Larch  timber 
was  selling  at  I*.  &d.  per  foot.  This  year,  I  have  known 
of  some  sold  for  4d.,  and  the  best  price  would  be  between    6rf.  and 
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9rf.,  except  possibly  in  some  very  exceptional  position.  The  acces- 
sibility of  a  wood  has,  of  course,  an  enormous  influence  on  the 
price.  Scotch  Fir,  again,  was  sold  at  Monymusk  early  in  the 
century  for  1*.  9d.  per  foot;  4d.  would  be  about  the  price  nowadays 
— of  course  I  mean  in  large  jquantities.  Put  £100  into  plantation 
nowadays,  put  £100  out  to  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  and  for  every 
£40  you  get  for  your  timber  in  sixty  years,  you  will  get  £70  in 
the  other  investment,  and  you  will  not  have  the  loss  occasioned  by 
rabbits,  squirrels.  Larch  disease,  and  fire  ;  you  will  not  have 
fences  to  keep  up,  or  to  employ  men  to  destroy  the  vermin,  and 
oftentimes  to  turn  out  your  neighbour's  cattle,  which  are  busily 
destroying  your  young  trees.  I  plant  some  300,000  to  500,000 
of  trees  yearly,  but  I  know  it  is  a  poor  investment^  and  I  do  it  first 
as  a  family  tradition  ;  second,  to  give  shelter  and  improve  the 
climate  ;  third,  because  it  employs  a  very  considerable  number  of 
people,  both  in  summer  and  winter. 

The  old  timber  found  in  old  castles  was  probably  ''  natural 
grown,  "  of  very  great  age  when  cut,  and  placed  in  suitable  posi- 
tions for  keeping.  I  have,  on  the  contrary,  plenty  of  beams 
probably  120  years  old  which  are  full  of  dry-rot,  and  much  infested 
with  the  wood-beetle.  I  find  the  more  beautiful  and  rare  Coniferse 
to  be  all  perfectly  unsuited  to  the  climate  of  Monymusk.  Some 
may  do  for  ornament — ^none,  apparently,  for  business. — {Gardener* s 
Chronicle.) 

Lord  Lansdowne  on  the   forests  of  India. 

One  of  the  grievances  of  the  people  of  India  is  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Forest  Department,  the  native  element  contending  that 
the  Forest  Department  are  the  trustees,  not  owners,  administrators, 
and  not  revenue  earners,  which  gave  rise,  at  the  last  Session  of  the 
National  Congress,  at  Nagpur,  to  an  interesting  debate.  The  congress 
having  made  representations  on  the  subject  to  the  Viceroy,  Lord 
Lansdowne  referred  to  the  subject  in  a  speech  at  Mysore,  in  which 
his  lordship  said,  "  I  will  ask  you  to  remember  that  not  onlv  here, 
but  in  all  parts  of  this  country,  the  Government  of  India  has  no 
desire  to  administer  the  forests  except  for  the  benefit  of  the  popula- 
tion adjoinig  them.  It  is  our  object  that  forest  administration 
should  be  cnducted  with  the  utmost  regard  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  cultivators,  but,  unless  proper  measures  are 
taken  to  protect  the  forests  of  India  from  destruction,  the  country 
as  a  whole  will  suffer  greatly.  In  some  parts  of  India,  the  injury 
already  done  is  irretrievable,  but  where  forests  still  exist,  we  are 
determined  to  manage  them  as  trustees  for  the  whole  community, 
and  nothing  is  further  from  our  intentions  than  to  encourage  any- 
thing like  arbitrary  or  oppressive  treatment  of  persons  possessing 
grazmg  rights  or  otherwise  entitled  to  the  use  of  forest  products. 
{Madras  Mail.) 
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Working  the  Circular  Saw. 

By  M.  POWIS  BALE,  M.  Inst.  M.  E.  ;  A.M,  Inst.  C.  E. 

Owing  to  the  ever-increasing  competition  in  the  wood  convert- 
ing industries,  to  ensure  a  moderate  return  on  invested  capital,  it 
has  become  necessary  to  economise  in  every  possible  way,  and  to 
reduce  the  working  expenses  to  the  lowest  limit.  If  judiciously 
undertaken,  and  not  carried  to  excess,  a  distinct  saving  in  power 
and  wood  may  be  effected  by  the  employment  of  thin  gauge  saws, 
this  sawing,  of  course,  largely  depending  on  the.nature  of  the  work, 
and  the  value  of  the  wood.  The  successful  working  of  thin  circular 
saws  depends  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  skill  of  the  operators, 
but  there  are  certain  points  of  construction  and  detail  that  are  most 
important  factors  in  bringing  about  this  result,  and  those  we  pur- 
pose to  notice  briefly  on  the  present  occasion. 

In  the  first  place,  the  saw  bench  itself  should  be  of  substantial 
construction,  and  be  kept  in.  perfect  order.  The  fence  must  be 
carefully  fitted  and  be  perfectly  true,  a  fine  adjustment  screw  can 
be  recommended.  The  bearing  splindle  and  saw  collar  should  be 
accurately  fitted,  and  kept  in  nrs<>-class  condition.  The  saw  must 
be  correctly  speeded  ;  about  8,000  to  9,000  ft.  traverse  at  the 
points  of  the  teeth  may  be  accepted  as  a  standard.  When  the  saws 
are  ordered  from  the  maker,  it  is  important  that  he  be  informed  of 
the  speed  that  it  is  intended  to  run  at,  so  that  he  can  '^  compensate" 
6r  hammer  the  saw  so  as  to  properly  allow  for  the  increased  expan- 
sion of  the  rim  over  the  centre  owing  to  its  greater  velocity.  Many 
saws  are  not  "  compensated  "  correctly,  and  this  is  a  fruitful  cause 
of  their  heating  and  running  from  the  line.  As  already  mentioned^ 
saws  when  running  expand  more  at  the  periphery  than  at  the 
centre,  consequently  they  should  be  hammered  "  open  **  and 
unifonn  at  the  centre,  so  that  when  in  work  they  straighten  them- 
selves and  consequently  run  in  a  true  line. 

The  number  and  shape  of  the  teeth  should  be  determined  by 
the  nature  and  hardness  of  the  wood  to  be  sawn,  by  the  rate  of 
feed  required,  and  by  the  gauge  of  the  saw.  No  absolute  rule  can 
be  laid  down  as  regards  the  number  of  teeth,  as  the  conditions  of 
working  vary  so  much  ;  some  makers  allow  from  one  to  four 
teeth  for  every  inch  in  diameter  of  the  saw  according  to  the  work 
required  of  the  saw,  the  harder  the  wood  the  greater  the  number 
of  teeth.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  saw  should  be  of  the 
finest  possible  quality  of  steel,  combining  as  Tar  as  may  be  toughness 
with  Imrdness. 

For  veiy  thin  sawing,  or  for  sawing  valuable  woods,  a 
*^  ground  off '  or  taper  saw  can  be  recommended,  but  this  form  of 
saw  is  unsuited  for  breaking  down  logs  or  heavv  planks.  In  lieu 
of  a  ground  off  saw,  a  thin  gauge  saw  fitted  with  a  centre  stiffener 
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is  often  employed.  In  this  case  the  stififener  is  a  steel  disc  extend- 
ing to  about  naif  the  diameter  of  the  saw,  it  is  about  three-six- 
teenths of  an  inch  in  thickness  in  the  centre  and  is  tapered  down 
to  a  thin  edge,  the  saw  itself  being  tapered  from  the  periphery  of 
the  disc  to  the  teeth.  For  breaking  down  very  valuable  woods, 
where  a  frame  saw  is  not  available,  a  circular  saw  tapered  on  both 
sides  and  fitted  with  collars  or  stiffeners  can  be  used. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  thinner  the  gauge  of  the 
saw  the  greater  in  proportion  will  be  the  number  of  teeth  required 
to  turn  oat  the  same  amount  of  work  as  a  saw  of  thicker  gauge, 
this  arises  from  the  increased  liability  of  the  thin  saw  to  spring 
sideways  and  follow  the  grain  of  the  wood. 

Other  very  important  factors  in  the  successful  working  of  thin 
gauge  saws  are  the  shape  and  uniform  length,  spacing,  and  guUet- 
ing  of  the  teeth,  the  uniform  sharpening  and  setting  of  the  teeth, 
and  the  speed  at  which  the  wood  is  fed  through  the  saw.  It  need 
hardly  be  said  that  the  shape,  number,  and  length  of  the  teeth 
should  be  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  wood,  but  this  question  is 
such  a  wide  one  that  we  cannot  here  give  it  more  than  a  passing 
notice.  The  teeth  should  be  of  equal  length,  so  that  tbey  all  take 
their  fair  share  of  work,  and  the  gullets  should  also  be  uniform,  so 
that  when  the  saw  is  at  full  speea  it  will  be  perfectly  in  balance, 
and  the  centrifugal  force  set  up  will  be  equal. 

To  enable  saws  of  thin  gauge  to  be  run  successfully,  it  is 
important  that  they  be  very  carefully  and  evenly  "  packed.  For 
this  purpose  we  can  recommend  the  employment  of  either  two 
pieces  of  hoop  iron  or  strips  of  hard  wood  of  the  length  of  the  saw 
from  the  teetn  to  the  eye,  and  of  a  width  that  will  reach  not 
quite  flush  with  the  top  of  the  table  ;  then  take  some  flax  or  rope 
yarn  end,  lap  it  evenly  round  the  strips  from  end  to  end  till  they 
are  made  thick  enough  to  fill  the  packing  space,  and  bear  evenly 
and  not  tightly  against  the  whole  front  half  of  the  saw  plate  up  to 
spindle  ;  Qiis  will  be  found  a  better  plan  than  ramming,  as  if  the 
packing  be  tighter  at  one  point  than  another,  the  friction  on  the 
sawplate  is  uneven,  and  it  will  often  cause  a  thin  guage  saw  to  run 
wavy.  End  play  on  the  saw  spindle  must  be  prevented,  and  care 
must  be  taken  that  the  diameter  and  width  of  tne  driving  pulley  on 
the  saw-spindle  are  ample  to  permit  the  use  of  a  driving-belt  that 
will  run  tne  saw  up  to  its  full  speed  without  slip,  and  consequent 
variation  in  speed.  The  belt  must  be  kept  soft  and  pliant,  and 
easy,  and  very  evenly  joined,  so  that  there  is  no  jump  as  it  passes 
over  the  pulley. 

As  we  have  before  remarked,  the  thinness  of  the  gauge  at 
which  a  saw  may  be  safely  run  without  "  buckling  "  depends  in  a 
large  measure  on  the  skill  of  the  operator,  the  selection  of  the  right 
shaped  tooth,  and  the  proper  set  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
wood  being  out.    The  "  packing  "  and  sharpening  of  the  saw  are 
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also  important  matters  ;  in  point  of  fact,  to  be  really  successful  in 
working  thin  gauge  saws,  they  must  be  kept  in  what  may  be 
tenned  scientific  order.  For  speeding  a  thin  gauge  saw,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  they  cannot  safely  be  run  so  fast  as  a  saw  of 
thicker  gauge,  as  they  expand  and  heat  more  rapidly,  and  are 
more  likely  to  become  rim  or  centre  bound  and  pliant  in  working, 
and  will  therefore  run  from  the  line.  For  a  like  reason,  too  rapid 
a  feed  of  the  wood  must  not  be  attempted,  and  the  teeth  must  be 
provided  with  a  suflficiency  of  throat  space  to  allow  of  an  easy 
escape  of  the  saw-dust,  and  prevent  clogging  of  the  saw.  No 
absolute  rules  can,  of  course,  be  laid  down  in  this  connection,  as 
they  must  of  necessity  vary  somewhat  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  wood. — {Timber  Trades  Journal.) 


The  '  jCarri '  wood  of   W.  Australia  as  a 
Paving  Jllaterial 

We  have  received  from  Messrs  Temperley  &  Co.,  of  72 
Bishopsgate  St.,  a  copy  of  their  pamphlet  on  the  subject  of  this 
new  wood  recently  introduced  as  a  material  for  wood-paving.  It 
is  the  produce  of  the  Eucalyptus  colossea  or  diversicolor  and  is 
found  near  Torbay  in  W.  Australia  close  to  the  port  of  Albany. 
The  trees  are  very  large,  often  giving  boles  of  150  ft.  up  to  the 
first  branch,  and  individuals  have  been  met  with  that  were  400  ft, 
high  in  all,  as  recorded  by  Baron  Ferdinand  von  Mueller, 
K.  C.  M.  G.,  the  State  Botanist  of  Victoria.  The  estates  of  Messrs 
C.  and  E.  Millar  were  recently  visited  by  Mr.  Ednie  Brown,  the 
Conservator  ot  Forests  in  N.  S.  Wales,  who  expressed  himself  as 
very  much  impressed  with  their  value  in  forests  of  this  and  other 
species  of  Eucalyptus. 

Messrs  Temperlev  &  Co.  are  anxious  to  find  agents  in  India 
for  the  '  Karri '  wood  which  they  are  selling  in  the  form  of  planks 
at  the  rate  of  £7  nett  per  load  of  50  feet.  They  think  that  prices 
at  the  Indian  ports  ought  to  be  not  less  than  those  at  English 
ones. 

We  have  never  yet  heard  of  '  Karri  '  being  tried  for  building 
or  Railway  purposes  in  India.  *  Jarrah '  has  been  occasionally  usea 
for  sleepers,  but  considering  that  our  own  good  supply  of  Deodar, 
SAl  and  Pynkado  wood  only  barely  finds  a  market,  we  should  say 
that  the  Australian  woods  have  not  much  chance  at  present  against 
the  fashionable  pot  and  trough  iron  sleepers  which  are  probably  so 
much  used  more  on  account  of  the  facility  of  obtaining  them  than 
on  account  of  their  being  more  lasting  than  wood. 
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Churchill  and  Sim's  Circular. 

February  2nd,  1893. 

East  India  Teak. — The  Dock  deliveries  continue  on  a  re- 
duced scale,  being  628  loads  for  the  month,  against  842  loads  in 
January,  1892,  and  1359  loads  in  1891.  Prices  are  low  but  steady, 
there  being  no  great  pressure  of  supplies,  and  the  stock  being  very 
moderate.  Moreover,  it  is  calculated  that  the  ship  building  pro- 
gramme for  our  own  and  for  foreign  warships  will  account  this 
year  for  a  good  proportion  of  the  prospective  shipments. 

Rosewood. — ^East  India. — Continues  very  quiet,  the  stock 
is  not  heavy,  but  sales  are  not  readily  effected. 

Satinwood.— Logs,  if  large  or  figury,  would  sell  fairly  well 
\mi  planks  and  hoards    are  not  wanted. 

Ebony. — ^East  India. — Remains  dull  and  sales  are  not  easily 
effected,  although  prices  are  low. 

PRICE  CtJRRENT. 

Indian  Teak  per  load  £9  10s.     to  £15 

Satinwood  per  ton  £5  to  £10 

Rosewood  „  £5  to  £9 

Ebony  „  £5  to  £8 

MARKET  RATES  OF  PRODUCTS. 

{Tropical   Agriculturist^  February,   1893.) 

Cardamoms,  Malabar  per  ft.  2s.  to  2s. 6d. 

Croton  seeds  per  cwt.  15s.  to  20s. 

Cutch  „  20s.  to  32s. 

Gum  Arabic,  Madras  „  40s.  to  80s. 

Gum  Kino  „  110s.  to  120s. 

India  Rubber,  Assam  per  ft.  ls,7d.  to  2s.3d. 

„             Burma  „  ls.7d.  to  Is.  lid. 

Myrabolams,  Bombay  per  cwt  10s.  to  lls.3d. 

„           Jubbulpore  „  8s.9d.  to  9s.6d. 

„           Godavari  „  8s.  to  8s.6d. 

Nux  Vomica,  good  „  8s.  to  9s.6d. 

Orchella,  Ceylon  „  22s.  to  28s. 

Redwood  per  ton  £3  to  £3-10s. 

Sandalwood,  logs  „  £35  to  £65 

„          chips  „  £9  to  £30 
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Statement  of  averaffe  selling  rates  of  timber  and  bamboos  in  Meerat,  Gawnpora, 
Balandshahr,  Puibhit,  fiareilly,  and  Moradabad  for  the  quarter  endinff 
31st  Deoember,  1892. 


Desoription. 


MEERUT. 

Sal  KKTors    (Poles) 

Sal  &  Sain,  &c.,  Karris,  IS'x 

Sal  bed  posts,  T  x  2^ x 2)'  ... 
Bamboos  of  9'  to  KT  per 


CAWNPOEE. 


100 


Sal  lO' Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  and  Sain  &c..  Karris,  12' x 

iTxi" 
Sal  bed  posts,  Tx2i''x2^  .., 
Bamboos  of  O'  to  10'  per  100 

score 

BULANDSHAHR. 

Sal  10*  Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  and  Sain  &c.,  Karis,  12^  x 

5^x4" 
Sal  bed  posts,  rx2i^x2i^  '.'.' 
Bamboos  of  9'to  10^  per  100 

score 

PILIBBIT. 

Sal  l(y  Tors  (Pols) 

Sal  and  Sain,  &c.  Karis  12^  x 

5*  X  4" 
Sal  bedposts  7' x2i«x2i*    .V.' 
Bamboos  of  O'  to  lO'  per  100 

score 

BAREILLY. 

Sal  la  Tors    (Poles) 
Sal  &  Sain,  &c.,  Karis,  12'x  { 
6x4"  A 

Sal  bed  posts  7  x2i'x2i'  ... 
Bamboos  of  O'  to  10 ,  per  100 
•core 

MORADABA  D. 

Sal  lO' Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  &  Sain,  &c.,  Karis,  12'  x 

6"x4' 
Sal  bed  posts  rx2i''x2i*    ... 
Bamboos  of  O'  to  10"  per  100 

score 


Timber  Scantlings 
per  score. 


From 


R.  A.  P. 

80  0 

25  0  0 
80  0 


6  0  0 

0  00 
2  8  0 


To 


4000 

3000 
6  00 


6  00 
26  0  0 

6000 
10  0  0 


2000 

3000 
10  0  0 


R.  A.  P. 

18  0  0 

40  0  0 
10  0  0 


600 

10  0  0 
300 


R.  A.  P. 


28  00 


70  0  0 

400  0 
6  40 


10  0  0 
3600 
400  0 
6000 
16  0  0 


26  0  0 

6000 
12  8  0 


Bamboos  per  100 
score. 


From 


16  0  0 


6000 


6000 


6000 


6000 


To 


8000 


3600 


6000 


100  0  0 


137  8  0 


100  0  0 


RxMABxa. 
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^  plea  for   frotected  Forests. 

Mr.  Baden  Powell  in  his  Manual  entitled  ^*  Jurisprudence 
for  Forest  Officers  "  has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  rrotected 
Forest  is  not  a  permanent  Forest  Estate,  tnat  it  only  serves  to 
prevent  the  rapid  deterioration  of  growth  where  conditions  are  as 
yet  undeveloped,  and  where  permanent,  Le,  Reserved  forests,  cannot 
be  decided  on  ;  and  elsewhere  in  the  same  Manual  he  expresses  the 
hope,  if  it  be  remembered  aright,  that  Chapter  IV  of  the  Indian 
Forest  Act  will  be  expunged  from  any  future  edition  of  the  Act 
which  may  be  compiled  for  the  whole  of  India  and  Burmah.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  his  suggestion  will  ever  be  carried  out :  should, 
however,  such  a  step  be  contemplated.  Government,  it  is  hoped, 
will  pause  before  taking  it,  as  climatic  and  other  conditions  vary  so 
considerably  on  this  vast  continent  that  a  universal  code  would 
scarcely  be  applicable  to  every  locality. 

In  all  Provinces  where  forests  depend  on  a  rainfall,  Reserves 
undoubtedly  are  desirable  ;  but  what  about  those  localities  where 
rainfall  is  almost  an  unknown  factor,  (at  any  rate  for  all  practical 
purposes)  and  where  sylviculture  is  dependent  entirely  on  river 
floods.  A  part  of  India  exists  where  such  a  condition  of  things 
prevails,  and  probably  it  will  not  be  out  of  place,  and  may  be  of 
interest,  to  describe  some  of  these  conditions  ana  show  how  the  main- 
tenance of  forests  is  affected  thereby,  and  how  the  requirements  of 
Chapter  IV  of  the  Act  seem  specially  adapted  to  meet  their  case. 

The  forests  under  notice  are  situated  along  the  river  on 
alluvial  land  and  extend  along  both  banks  for  150  to  200  miles, 
not  however  forming  an  unbroken  chain  of  vegetation,  for 
here  and  there  Government  waste  and  Zemandari  property 
intervene.  As  may  be  imagined,  this  alluvial  soil  suffers  consider- 
ably from  exposure  to  the  wearing  action  of  the  stream.  In  the 
cold  weather  (November  to  February)  the  river  is  low  ;  neverthe- 
less active  in  eroding  its  banks.  At  this  period,  the  erosion  is 
gradual,  and  its  progress  can  be  both  observed  and  heard  ;  in  the 
stillness  of  the  night  the  falling  in  of  the  overhanging  fragments 
of  a  bank   are   distinctly   audible   like  reports   of  heavy  cannon. 
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During  May,  the  waters  begin  to  rise  in  vast  volumes,  soil  is  rapidly 
eroded,  and  belts  of  jungle  two  and  three  hundred  yards  deep 
containing  Populus  euphratica^  Accicia  arahica  and  Tamarix 
gallka  are  rolled  over  and  over  into  the   stream. 

A  little  later,  the  river  overflows  its  banks,  and  floods  the 
country  within  the  limits  permitted  by  the  Irrigation  Department  ; 
and  when  it  falls,  generally  in  September,  it  will  often  be  found  to 
hare  cut  a  new  channel  for  itself.  This  "  erratic  wanderer  "  al 
times  makes  a  detour  bisecting  a  large  forest  and  leaving  a 
wide  gulf  between  the  two  parts.  At  another  time,  a  slice  removed 
from  one  forest  is  left  as  it  were  as  an  accretion  to  another  on  the 
opposite  bank,  or  if  the  land  opposite  be  Zemindari  or  Government 
waste  it  is  claimed  by  either  of  the  latter.  In  this  manner,  the 
riverside  areas  are  constantly  fluctuating,  and  diminishing,  and  not 
unfrequently  vanishing. 

In  view  of  such  ever-changing  and  unstable  conditions,  the 
question  arises  whether  the  constitution  of  Protected  instead  of 
Reserved  Forests  in  similar  circumstances  is  not  desirable,  and 
whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  these  very  conditions  in  consequenoe 
of  the  value  of  the  property,  do  not  make  it  incumbent  on  the 
Legislature  to  provide  for  the  formation  of  a  class  of  forest  which 
can  cope  with  these  changes.  The  provisions  of  Chapter  IV. 
seem  to  meet  the  case  entirely. 

A  Reserved  Forest  is  created  after  elaborate  and  refined 
demarcation  and  settlement  under  the  auspices  of  a  Special  Officer 
at  considerable  expense,  and  much  time  often  elapses  between  the 
notification  under  Section  4  and  the  final  one  under  Section  19.  Four 
and  five  years  have  been  known  to  elapse  in  some  instances.  In  the 
interim,  with  such  conditions  existing  as  described,  it  might  be 
found,  when  the  notification  under  Section  19  came  to  be  made,  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  forest  had  disappeared,  or  that  it  was 
entirely  non  est.  The  forests  which  now  exist  are  all  Reserves, 
and  were  made  so  under  Chapter  V,  Section  34  when  the  Forest 
Act  came  into  force  in    1878. 

A  Protected  Forest,  on  the  contrary,  can  be  formed  by  one 
sweep  of  the  pen  and  without  the  aid  of  special  means.  A  Forest 
Settlement  Officer  is  not  necessarily  needed  to  demarcate  and 
enquire  into  it,  vide  Chapter  IV,  Section  28,  clause  3,  and  the 
important  feature  is,  that  exploitation  in  it  can  commence  immedi- 
ately after  notification.  It  can  be  worked  quite  as  efficiently  as  a 
Reserved  Forest,  the  only  difference  being  that  the  working  plan 
would  require  Government  sanction,  vide  Chapter  IV,  Section  29. 
But  to  create  a  permanent  structure  on  land  which  is  ipso  facto 
temporary  is  rather  unreasonable.  The  folly  of  such  a  proceeding 
was  forcibly  illustrated  recently  when  important  defence  works 
were  erected  on  the  bank  of  the  river  one  season,  only  to  be  swept 
away  the  next ;  and  yet,  indeed,  some  authorities  would  construct 
permanent  forest  estates  to  be  swept  away  in  like  manner.  The 
removal  of  Chapter  IV  from  the  Act  would  mean  nothing  more 
than  this. 
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In  view  of  such  ever  changing  and  unstable  conditions  as 
described,  it  may  well  be  asked,  how  came  extensive  forests  to  be 
formed  at  all,  and  if  they  last  only  a  few  seasons,  what  value  can 
the  growth  in  them  be  from  a  forest  point  of  view  ? 

The  facts  are  that  formerly  the  river  floods  were  allowed  to 
spread  over  the  greater  part  of  the  courftry,  excent  into  towns  and 
large  villages  which  were  surrounded  by  embankments,  silt  was 
distributed  uniformly  over  a  wide  area,  and  the  bed  of  the  river 
followed  a  serpentine  course  mereh  flowing  over  the  country  as 
water  will  if  made  to  run  gently  over  a  tolerably  level  surface.  It 
sought,  at  intervals  of  long  duration,  a  new  channel  as  all  inunda- 
tion rivers  will  ;  but  this  cnannel  was  not  subjected  to  any  deep 
scouring  out  process,  as  a  more  rapid  and  direct  flow,  under  similar 
circumstances,  would  cause. 

A  dense  forest,  for  instance,  was  not  carried  away  bodily,  its 
obstruction  rather  causing  the  river  to  break  and  form  an  island  or 
make  a  wide  detour,  round  it. 

Erosion,  under  such  conditions,  though  of  course  present,  was 
imperceptibly  felt,  and  the  changes  wrought  were  so  gradual  that 
canopied  forest  had  time  to  form  and  establish  itself. 

The  drawbacks,  however,  attending  a  river  whose  course  was 
Uable  to  fluctuate  in  this  manner  and  whose  floods  meandered  here 
there  and  everywhere,  were  agricultural  uncertainty,  insecurity  of 
life  and  property,  and  general  unhealthiness  of  the  District.  To 
remedy  tnis  state  of  things,  the  P.,  W.  D.  erected  "  bunds  "  on 
either  side  of  the  stream  and  substituted  a  system  of  irrigation  by 
a  network  of  canals  for  the  District  whicb  have  undoubtedly  bene- 
fitted the  country  ;  but  while  all  other  interests  have  been  served, 
the  forests  undoubtedly  have  suffered.  These  forests  outside  the 
**  bunds,''  for  instance,  are  all  drying  up,  artificial  irrigation  as  it  is 
found,  is  too  expensive  to  maintain  them,  and,  in  a  few  years, 
the  place  thereof  will  know  them  no  more  ;  but  it  is  with  regard  to 
those  within  the  bunds  that  it  is  sought  to  invite  attention. 

The  constantly  occurring  changes  in  the  forest  areas  here  as 
previously  explained,  which  are  almost  kaleidoscopic  in  their 
character,  have  only  begun  to  be  be  marked  since  the  development 
of  the  "bund"  system.  The  embankments  often  run  through  a 
forest  or  sometimes  form  an  outer  boundary  of  a  forest  on  both 
banks.  The  river,  in  the  cold  months,  is  a  narrow  channel  between. 
In  the  hot  weather,  however,  it  rises  and  forms  a  mighty  roaring 
flood  whose  waters  get  heaped  up  r.gainst  the  embankments,  some 
times  so  high  as  to  spill  over  them.  The  banking  up  of  the  waters 
contributes,  as  is  natural,  to  the  more  rapid  deposition  of  silt  at  the 
sides  than  in  the  centre  of  the  stream  where  the  current  is  rapid. 
The  surface  of  the  land  at  the  sides  therefore  gets  quicklj^  raised  ; 
but  the  bed  of  the  stream  itself  is  slowly  being  raised  too,  and 
when  it  has  risen  so  high  that  the  water  is  no  longer  able  to  be 
retained  in  the  same  channel,  the  river  swerves  and  seeks  a  new 
course  scouring  its  way  thiough  thickly  deposited  silt  and  jungle, 
and  clearing  everything  before  it  as  chaff  before  the  wind. 
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It  may  be  gathered  that  the  time  arrives  when  this  *'  wanderer  " 
is  under  tlie  necessity  of  abandoning  the  new  channel  thus  formed  ; 
it  then  leaves  a  fresh  alluvial  deposit  in  place  of  the  canopied  forest 
which  previously  existed.  This  lasts  for  about  seven  or  eight  or  per- 
haps ten  seasons,  when  the  stream  returns  probably  to  its  old  course 
to  perform  the  same  operation  of  destruction  as  before  ;  but  of  course 
on  a  much  minor  scale  In  this  way  the  river,  being  hemmed  in, 
dances  about  from  bank  to  bank  within  its  specified  Umits,  aflford- 
ing  no  time  for  the  formation  of  any  large  timber  trees.  A  complete 
change,  therefore,  is  taking  place  in  the  character  of  the  forest, 
which  only  the  Forest  Officer  sees,  and  the  disastrous  effects  of  which- 
it  is  difficult  to  make  others  fully  understand.  What  is  needed  of 
course  is,  to  give  the  river  space  for  far  '  greater  expansion  than 
it  at  present  enjoys  '  this  will  dimish  its  velocity  and  force,  and 
mitigate  the  rapid  changes  that  now  occur.  In  the  interests  of  the 
pubhc  weal,  the  '^  bunds  "  must  stand,  otherwise  from  a  forest 
point  of  view  they  ought,  of  course,  to  be  done  away  with 
altogether.  As  regards  the  use  to  which  these  temporary  forests 
can  be  put,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  they  yield  poles  and  rafters 
and  a  large  quantity  of  firewood  whicn  is  utilized  as  fuel  for 
Steamers,  for  the  Railway  Locomotives,  and  for  various  mill 
industries. 

Tamarix  gallica  and  Populus  euphratica  seedlings  are  to  be 
seen  in  countless  thousands  on  a  bank  which  has  been  recently 
abandoned  by  the  river,  and  in  less  than  half  a  dozen  years  a  first 
coupe  may  be  made  from  them.  As  an  instance  of  the  rapid  re- 
production of  Tamarisk,  coppice  shoots,  19  months  old,  have  reached 
a  girth  of  5^",  and  instances  of  girths  of  3"  and  4"  are  not  un- 
common. 

The  question  of  large  timber,  however,  is  one  of  very  serious 
importance,  for  a  considerable  income  is  derived  from  this  source, 
which,  if  the  present  irrigation  plans  continue,  will  entirely  dis- 
appear in  a  few  years. 

GEM. 


Injury  by  Insects  and  the  value  to  forests  of  the 
Enemies  of  those    Iqsects. 

The  more  we  gain  an  insight  into  the  fact  that  not  only  are 
the  means  at  our  disposal  to  prevent  injury  by  insects  quite  in- 
adequate, but  also  that  the  artificial  working  of  the  forests  may  in 
itself  favor  an  excessive  reproduction  of  certain  insects,  so  much 
the  more  we  must  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  an  ability  to 
recognize  the  enemies  of  such  insects  and  of  ascertaining  in  what 
way  they  are  helpful.  The  enemies  of  an  insect  may  be  divided 
into  external  and  internal  enemies,  and  of  the  former,  bats  are 
amongst  the  most  important.     These  animals  are  indeed    seldom 
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mentioned  as  being  destructive  to   insect   life,    but  on    account  of 
their  avidity   and    owing  to   the   fact  that  they  feed  at  night  and 
therefore  on  insects  which  are  not  exposed  to  destruction  by  birds^ 
they  become  of  the  greatest   consequence.     Many    of   tie"  insects 
most  harmful  to  forest  growth  only  fly  by  night  and  are   protected 
during  the  day  by  their  color  whicli  is  assimilated  to    the    bark    of 
the  tree  on  which  thay  feed,    and  it   has   been    frequently   noticed 
that  excessive .  reproduction   of  such   insects   is   followed    by   an 
abnormally  large  gathering  of  bats  in  the  forests  aflected.     As  bats 
only  feed  on  the  wing,  they  can  only  destroy  full  grown  insects,  and 
do  not  affect   in   any  way  the  eggs   or   immature  insects  of  any 
species  ;   on  the   other   hand  they   devour   enormous   numbers  of 
mature  females,  which,  as  we  will  show  later  on,  seem  to  be  protect- 
ed against   the  ravages  of  birds,  and    thereby   prevent    the   birth 
of  thousands     of    caterpillars     and    consequent    harm   to    forest 
growth.     It  is  an  error  common  to  those  who   do   not   observe,  to 
assume   that  the  number  of  bats  is  insignificant,  and  that  therefore 
their  influence  on  insect  life  is  small.    This  however,  is  not  the  case  : 
the  number  of  birds  is  generally  overestimated  because  they  are  for 
the  most  part  diurnal  in  their  habits  and  also  noisier  than  bats.     In 

grint  of  fact,  bats  are  in  most  localities  more  numerous  than  birds, 
ther  insect-eating  animals  are,  from  the  forester's  jx)int  of  view,  of 
much  less  importance  than  bats  ;  they  are  probably  as  ravenous 
as  bats,  but  as  they  feed  on  immature  insect^  whose  chance  of  pro- 
ducing young  is  much  smaller  than  that  of  the  mature  insect,  the 
good  they  ettect  is  not  so  marked.  Insectivorous  animals  are  of 
much  more  importance  in  Agriculture  than  in  Sylviculture,  for  in 
the  former,  the  injury  by  insect**  is  mainly  accomplished  by  the 
grub  of  the  Cockchafer  etc.  Amongst  other  Mammalia  which  feed 
on  insects  may  be  mentioned  the  fox,  oadger,  martins,  rat«»,  mice  and 
rodents  ;  these  animals  are  mentioned  only  to  complete  the  list  of 
other  insect  enemies,  but  they  have  no  influence  whatever  on  the 
numbers  or  increase  of  insect  life. 

We  cannot,  however,  pass  over  the  value  of  birds  in  so  cursory 
a  manner.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  many  species  of  birds  feed 
themselves  and  their  young  on  insects  and  caterpillars,  which  are 
harmful  to  vegetation  ;  and  we  all  admit  that  the  presence  of 
insectivorous  birds  in  a  garden  is  a  subject  for  congratulation.  In 
agriculture,  birds  play  a  part  of  some  importance  in  preventing  the 
excessive  increase  of  insect  life;  the  almost  universal  destruction  of 
hedges  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last  few  years  was  pre- 
dicted as  certain  to  be  followed  by  an  enormous  incrrase  in  insect 
life.  In  point  of  fact,  although  birds  were  driven  to  find  shelter 
at  a  greater  distance  from  cultivation,  there  was  no  marked  increase 
m  insect  life  discernible.  The  value  of  birds  as  insect  enemies  is 
often  overrated.  For  instance,  the  number  of  insects  varies 
eDomiously  from  year  to  year  ;  the  number  of  birds  remains  fairly 
constant ;  it  is  evident  therefore  that  the  ordinary  number  of 
birds  cannot   produce   much    effect   on    an    abnormal   number  of 
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insects  produced  in  any  given  year.  The  answer  to  this  argument 
is  that  birds  flock  to  the  locality  where  insects  are  abundant ;  but 
this  is  not  by  any  means  definitely  proved  ;  observations  have 
been  made  by  trustworthy  naturalists  of  a  most  contradictory 
nature.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  many  insects  are  more  or 
less  {)erfectly  protected  against  birds  and  that  amongst  these  are 
many  of  the  most  harmful.  Many  experiments  and  observations 
are  recorded  in  reference  to  the  reasons  of  birds  for  avoiding  certain 
insects,  and  to  discover  why  some  insects  are  devoured  by  certain 
species  of  birds  and  not  by  others.  It  is  probable  that  insects 
which  are  so  avoided  are  poisonous  to  the  species  avoiding  them  ; 
but  Zenzera  Aescidi  is  avoided  by  all  birds,  who  show  the  greatest 
anxiety  in  the  presence  of  this  moth.  Butler  attributes  this 
astonishing  fact  to  the  coloring  of  the  wings  of  this  insect  ;  and  it 
is  remarkable  that  a  similar  coloring  is  present  with  the  "  Nun  " 
which  is  seldom  or  never  attacked  by  birds,  showing  that  in  the  latter 
instance  the  coloring  is  purely  protective.  The  author  here  enters 
on  a  long  dissertation  on  tne  numbers  of  individual  species  of 
birds  in  Europe,  and  values  each  species  separately  with  regard  to 
its  power  of  destruction  of  insect  life.  These  details  are  not  of 
great  practical  importiince  for  an  Indian  Forest,  so  long  as  we  are 
acquainted  with  the  result  arrived  at,  which  is  briefly,  that  in  spite 
of  all  the  good  done  by  birds,  their  influence  on  insect  life  is  not 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  abnormal  increase  thereof.  Such  an 
increase  is  provoked  by  favorable  climatic  influences  alone  and 
superabundant  insect  life  is  destroyed  by  adverse  climatic  or 
other  influences  alone.  A  single  fruit  tree,  an  isolated  patch  of 
forest,  a  garden,  may  indeed  be  benefited  by  the  action  of  birds 
but  in  large  tracts  of  forest  they  have  no  practical  effect.  In  fact 
in  the  commotion  raised  in  the  last  few  years  regarding  protection 
of  birds,  too  much  stress  has  been  laid  on  their  value  as  destroyers 
of  insect  life.  The  great  insect  plagues  which  have  devastated 
large  areas  of  forest  have  been  stayed  by  parasites  and  climatic 
influences.  Ratzeburg  remarks  that  the  ichneumon  flies  have 
more  value  as  insect  destroyers  than  birds,  and  Pfeil  writes  that 
if  the  Ichneumonidae  could  sing,  much  useful  sympathy  would  be 
diverted  to  their  species.  In  this,  all  must  be  agreed  that  in  such 
discussions  a  hard  and  fast  line  must  be  drawn  between  sentiment 
and  fact,  and  whilst  bitterly  regretting  the  wholesale  destruction  of 
birds  and  rejoicing  over  the  protective  laws  passed  for  their  benefit, 
it  must  at  the  same  time  be  acknowledged  that  their  utility  has 
been  much  exaggerated. 

If  birds  have,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  so  agreeably 
remarkable,  succeeded  in  attaining  an  unmerited  position  in  regard 
to  their  capabilities  of  destroying  insect  life,  this  cannot  be  said  to 
be  t'le  case  with  lizards.  The  number  of  species  is  indeed  small, 
but  the  aid  afforded  by  this  animal  should  not  be  undervalued  as 
the  number  of  individuals  is  very  large.  In  sunny  spots  in  forests 
there  are  often   more  lizards  than  birds,    but   it  is  difficult   to  see 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INJURY    BT   IN8E0T8,    Ac.  129 

them,  so  secretive  are  their  habits.  Moreover,  the  number  of  lizards 
depends  much  on  the  locality  :  for  instance  in  Northern  Italy, 
lizards  are  probably  ten  times  as  numerous  as  birds  ;  in  South 
Germany  the  latter  are  much  more   common.     The  lizard  does  not 

f;o  far  from  its  home,  but  as  its  beat  is  restricted,  so  its  search 
or  prey  is  extremely  careful :  every  leaf  and  twig  is  inspected. 
The  food  varies  with  the  season  of  the  year  and  is  composed  of 
harmless  as  well  as  harmful  insects  ;  but  although  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances lizards  may  be  useful,  yet  their  action  can  have  no 
more  practical  effect  than  that  of  bats  and  birds.  Amongst 
amphibious  animals,  frogs  and  toads  feed  on  insects.  The  stomach 
of  the  common  frog  is  often  full  of  insects  both  harmful  and  harm- 
less, but  frogs  do  not  as  a  rule  frequent  forests,  with  the  exception 
of  the  tree  frog  which  is  comparatively  rare  in  Europe,  though  it  is 
apparently  frequent  in  the  tropics.  In  Japan,  for  instance,  tree 
frogs  appear  to  be  more  abundant  in  certain  localities  than  birds. 

Vertebrate  animals,  as  enemies  of  insect  life,  perform,  however, 
an  insignificant  rdle  compared  to  that  filled  by  the  invertebrata. 
Most  of  these  latter  belong  to  those  classified  as  external  enemies 
but  there  are  a  few  which  can  be  reckoned  as  internal.  Amongst 
others,  the  ants,  representing  an  important  factor  in  the  forces  of 
nature,  rank  as  enemies  to  insect  life.  Ants  have  indeed  been 
artificially  introduced  into  forests  devastated  by  Cnetocampa 
pinivora,  with  the  result  that  though  the  ants  killed  such  larvae  as 
came  in  their  way,  they  ultimately  left  the  forest.  Such  experi- 
ments are  useless,  unless  the  relationship  of  ants  and  other  insects  are 
better  proved.  It  has  been  remarked  that  ants  live  in  the  same 
trees  with  all  kinds  of  insects  and  caterpillars  and  do  not  molest 
them,  and  the  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at,  that  ants  in  ordinary 
circumstances  do  not  prey  on  insects,  but  only  kill  such  individuals 
as  may  be  sickly  or  are  found  in  abmormal  circumstances  such  as 
fallen  from  trees,  Ac.  If  this  were  not  the  case  it  is  probable  that  ants 
would  so  increase  that  in  a  short  time  they  would  dispose  of  the 
rest  of  the  insect  world.  The  term  'ordinary  circumstances'  must  of 
necessity  hi  ve  only  a  limited  application,  but  the  conclusion  to  be 
arrived  at  is,  that  ants  do  not  seriously  affect  insect  life  so  long  as 
it  is  vigorous,  but  should  the  insects  be  weakened  by  climatic 
influences  or  other  causes,  this  is  taken  immediate  advantage  of  by 
the  ever  ready  ant.  Mention  may  be  made  of  certain  wasps  which 
prey  on  insects,  but  they  have  no  special  importance  from  a  forest 
point  of  view  as  their  food  consists  equally  of  harmful  and  harmless 
insects.  Some  of  the  Hemiptera  are  also  useful  as  feeding  on 
caterpillars,  especially  Tropicoris  rufipes  ;  in  Europe,  however,  the 
Hemiptera  are  of  little  significance  although  they  are  apparently  of 
more  importance  in  tropical  countries.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
many  other  insects  such  as  grasshoppers,  beetles,  etc.,  etc.  It  is 
not  doubted    that  such  insects  do  feed  on  insects  harmful   to  forest 

frowth,  but   they  do   not  confine   their  exertions  to  such   species. 
.mongst  the  many   thousands  of  species  of  insects  to  be  found   in 
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European  forests,  scarcely  100  species  are  harmful  and  only  aboat 
20  are  capable  of  causing  widespread  devastation  ;  it  is  therefore 
evident  that  the  action  of  invertebrate  enemies  to  insect  life  cannot 
be  compared  with  that  of  tlie  internal  enemies  of  insects.  These 
internal  enemies  are  divided  into  animal  and  vegetable  life,  and  to 
understand  the  subject  correctly,  some  old  errors  and  absurdities,  up 
till  now  believed  in,  must  be  abandoned  ;  and  although  it  is  not  the 
aim  of  this  paper  to  abolish  these  beliefs,  their  untruth  must  be 
exposed  where  necessary.  For  instance,  Ratzeburg  arrived  at  the 
extraordinary  conclusion  that  the  parasites  of  the  IckneuTrym  and 
Tdchinu  only  affected  unhealthy  caterpillars;  so  that  they  were  of 
no  utility  as  destroyers  of  insect  life.  This  has  been  proved  to  be 
utterly  false,  as  infected  caterpillars  after  being  operated  on  have 
produced  healthy  moths  ;  moreover,  in  spite  of  the  presence  of 
parasites,  moths  have  been  formed  before  and  after  tne  develop- 
ment of  the  perfect  parasitical  insect.  It  is  cistonishing  to  find 
during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  that  hardly  any  caterpillars 
contained  parasites,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  observe  that  it  was 
not  found  possible  to  inoculate  with  fungoid  growth  such  insects 
as  already  contained  parasites.  The  explanation  of  this  need  not 
be  entered  upon  here  ;  it  follows  on  biological  laws  and  is  merely 
mentioned  to  show  that  animal  and  vegetable  parasites  do  not 
work  against  each  other  and  that  it  cannot  be  taken  as  an  absolute 
fact  that  parasites  only  attack  either  sound  or  unsound  individuals. 
The  slow  increase  of  parasitical  insects  has  been  brought  forward 
as  a  proof  of  their  low  value  as  insect  destroyers.  In  the  first  year 
of  abnormal  increase  of  harmful  insects,  parasites  cannot,  it  is  true, 
proportionately  increase  ;  the  increase  of  the  parasite  must  follow 
and  cannot  be  coincident  with  the  increase  of  his  supporter  ;  but  in 
the  secx)nd  year  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  parasites  largely 
increases,  whilst  in  the  third  the  insect  on  which  it  preys  is  practi- 
cally exterminated.  The  following  statistics  on  this  subject  may 
may  be  interesting.  During  a  period  when  Oaatropacha  pint  was 
present  in  normal  numbers,  only  2  per  cent  were  infested  by  para- 
sites; whereas  26  per  cent  were  infested  during  a  period  when  the 
numbers  were  commencing  to  increase.  At  the  end  of  a  plague  of 
these  caterpillars  it  was  found  that  of  one  hundred  specimens,  32 
were  suffering  from  an  epidemic  and  54  from  parasites.  The  great 
value  of  the  Ichnevmwn  and  Tdchina  is  that  they  confine  their 
action  to  a  single  or  a  few  species.  The  author  here  gives  a 
paragraph  on  the  question  of  the  frequency  and  death  of  the 
Ichneumons^  he  finds  that  the  frequency  of  the  parasite  rises  and  falls 
with  the  frequency  of  the  carterpillar.  He  points  out  that  this 
relationship  cfoes  not  exist  between  the  vertebrate  enemies  to  insect 
life  and  their  insect  food,  from  whence  it  happens  that  birds  may  be 
able  to  exterminate  a  species  that  has  been  almost  destroyed  by 
disease,  or  adverse  climate,  whereas  they  would  produce  no  effect 
in  the  numbers  of  the  same  species  when  abnormally  frequent. 
The  parasitical  insects  are  enabled  by  their   power  of  producing  a 
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very  numerons  progeny,  to  adapt  themselves  easily  to  an  increase  in 
namber  of  the  insects  which  sopport  them.  It  has  been  proved  that 
one  larva  of  a  butterfly  can  am>rd  nourishment  to  several  thousand 
parasites  and  as  we  may  assume  that  all  the  parasites  found  in  one 
caterpillar  are  the  offspring  of  one  mother,  some  idea  of  the  fecun- 
dity of  these  insects  may  be  obtained.  Although  it  has  sometimes 
happened  that  parasitical  insects  have  directly  prevented  an 
abnormal  increase  of  a  particular  species  of  insect,  this  is  not  gene- 
rally the  case :  as  a  general  rule  the  plague  of  insects  is  terminated 
by  an  epidemic.  We  have  already  pointed  out  that  the  great  value 
of  parasitical  insects  depends  on  the  fact  that  they  confine  their 
attacks  to  harmful  insects  ;  and  in  regard  to  fungoid  growths  this  is 
still  more  marked.  Most  epidemics  occur  amongst  larvse  when 
these  are  produced  in  abnormal  numbers,  and  in  most  instances  in 
the  case  of  harmful  insects,  with  one  notable  exception  however, 
that  of  the  silkworm.  When  it  was  first  discovered  that  insect 
epidemics  were  due  to  fungoid  ffrowth,  many  different  maladies 
were  distinguished  which  were,  however,  finally  discovered  to  be 
different  forms  of  a  few  fungi.  Pasteur  for  instance  only  disting- 
uishes four  forms  of  the  sukworm  disease.  It  will  be  sufficient 
here  to  remark  that  the  same  mistake  has  been  made  in  reference 
to  fungoid  disease  of  insects,  as  was  made  about  parasitic  insects ;  it 
was  thought  that  the  disease  only  attained  importance  when  insect 
life  was  superabundant.  It  was  recognized  that  the  epidemic  in 
conjunction  with  parasitic  insects  brought  to  an  end  the  devasta- 
tion wrought  by  insects,  but  only  careful  observers  noted  the  spread 
of  the  epidemic  before  the  abnormal  swarming  of  the  harmful 
insects  had  reached  its  zenith.  The  result  of  the  coincident  swarm- 
ing and  plague  was  that  the  former  was  prolonged  so  that  it  only 
reached  its  period  of  greatest  activity  when  the  fungoid  germs  had 
also  reachea  the  highest  reproductive  power.  In  one  locality,  the 
percentage  of  plague  stricken  caterpillars  rose  within  10  days  from 
15  to  51  per  cent.,  a  proof  of  the  destructive  nature  of  the  disease. 
There  are,  moreover,  certain  diseases  which  are  hereditary,  and 
which,  as  it  is  known  in  the  case  of  the  silkworm  result  in  feeble  and 
deformed  o£fepring.  At  any  rate,  the  effect  of  such  a  plague  in 
harmful  insects  is  very  deadly,  and  before  a  species  can  recover  itself, 
the  forest  receives  a  well  earned  rest  for  its  recovery.  The  result 
of  observations  made  on  insect  epidemics  shows  that  the  idea  of 
preventing  the  devastation  by  artificially  inducing  disease  is 
worthy  of  attention.  The  author  here  devotes  some  paragraphs 
to  the  question  of  cultivation  of  bacteria,  quoting  suitaole  insects 
for  this  purpose.  He  is  certain  that  much  more  effective  results 
are  to  be  obtained  in  this  manner  than  by  the  wholesale  protection 
of  birds  which  has  no  effect  whatever.  The  object  of  the  paper  is 
to  direct  observation  and  enquiry  into  the  points  discussed  and  any 
facts  which  prove  or  disprove  the  statements  made,  will  serve  a 
useful  purpose  in  clearing  up  the  subject. 

Db.  ADALBERT  SEITZ, 

34  GlESSBK. 
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Influence  on  the  vegetation  of  a  forest  of  the  removal 
of  dead  leaves  from  the  soil 

Under  this  head,  experiments  extending  over  a  period  of 
several  years  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Prussian  Forest  Experi- 
mental Station,  the  results  of  which  have  recently  been  communi- 
cated to  a  contributor  to  the  Rdvue  des  Eaux  et  Foists  by  the 
Director  of  the  "  Station,"  Dr.  A.  Schwappach. 

The  experiments  were  made  in  two  forests  of  beech,  situated 
in  totally  different  localities,  one  being  in  hilly  ground  near  Treves 
at  an  altitude  of  some  1,800  feet  and  on  a  soil  of  poor  or  medium 
quality,  the  other  being  near  Stettin  on  a  fertile  diluvial  soil  with  a 
sub-soil  of  marl. 

In  the  first  case,  the  areas  experimented  with  were  perfectly 
divided  into  five  equal  portions,  one  portion  being  allowed 
to  remain  untouched  ;  frorh  the  second  dead  leaves  were  removed 
every  year;  from  the  third  every  two  years  and  from  the  fourth 
and  fifth  every  four  and  six  years  respectively. 

In  the  second  case,  the  areas  were  divided  into  two  portions, 
the  ages  of  the  crops  on  the  three  different  areas  so  divided  being 
different.  From  one  half  of  each  area,  dead  leaves  were  removed 
annually,  the  other  remaining  untouched. 

Tables  are  appended  giving  the  perodic  increase  in  volume  of 
the  crops  on  each  sub-division  of  the  area  ;  in  the  first  case  for  five 
periods  of  six  years  and  in  the  second  for  two  periods  of  nine  years. 
These  tables  show  that  in  the  forest  growing  on  poor  soil,  there  was 
an  average  loss  of  growth  in  the  volume  for  the  last  three  periods 
of  51  per  cent  when  the  dead  leaves  were  removed  every  year 
»  ^^         jj  «  5>  »  5>  »>         »     2  years. 

>»      ^^  5>  »  J>  »>  »  M  »         *  M 

5>         "^  J»  >5  »  >J  >»  »  J»         ^  >1 

In  the  crops  growing  on  good  soil,  the  loss  due  to  the-annual 
removal   of  dead    leaves    during    a    period    of    18    years    was 

25  per  cent  in  the  crop  aged  50  years  (in  1873). 

11  74 

These  figures  would  seem  to  show  conclusively  that  the 
removal  of  dead  leaves  is  more  harmful  on  poor  soils  than  on  fertile 
ones,  that  on  the  former  the  practice  may  (Uminish  the  production 
of  wood  by  more  than  one  half.  Also  that  the  influence  of  the 
removal  of  the  leaves  is  greater,  the  more  frequently  and  the  longer 
the  practice  is  continued. 
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Dispersion  of  seed  by  birds. 

(From   the   Rdvue  des   Sciences    naturelles   appliquees). 

Many  birds  travel  more  than  400  metres  a  minute  and  are 
thus  able  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  to  carry  to  distant  regions 
the  seeds  of  plants  on  which  they  feed. 

Mr.  PiSTONi  of  Messina  has  been  making  observations  on  this 

subject  in  Sicily,  where  plants  peculiar  to  northern  climates  are  to 

be  found  alongside  the  indigenous  plants  of  the  country.      On  this 

island,  birds   seek    for    and    disseminate     chiefly  the     following 

species  : — 

Birds.  Plant  on  which  thet  fbbd. 

Coevidad  :  Gorvas  fragilegai,  Gornix  TFraita  of  Prunus  avium.  Olive.  Fig, 
monedala.  Picas  Graoulus,  Garralus-I  Date.  Dwarf  palm,  and  Gomus 
glandariua.  \     Mas. 

Oriolus  Galbula.  |  Phillyrea  variabilis.    Prnnns  Gerasus. 

( Arbutus    Unedo.      Moms    nigra    and 
Sparrow  and  Ghaffinoh.  -l     alba.  Linum  asitatissimam  and  stric- 

y     tum. 

Ganary  (Serinus  hortulanus).  |  GruoiferflB.    Koenigia  maritima. 

Emberiza  SchoBniculas.  /  Phalaria  Ganariensis.    Setaria   italioa. 

(Rosy  Ortolan).  \     Panicum  mlliaoeum. 

( Vaccinium    Myrtillus.     Myrtus    corn- 
Thrashes  (Turdus  pilaris,  torquatus).      -I      munis.    Rubus  discolor  and  tomen- 

I,     tosus. 

H^wfiQch  (Coooothrauste.  ralgarU.       { '*Z";i^^«^"'"»-       °'**"«°' 

Tardus  viscivorus.  I  Mistletoe. 

^t^rpaSXiclST'     °'^'  {  Fig-cultivated  in  wild  form. 

Nightingale.  Philomela  lusoinia.  |  Strawberry. 

Robin.     (Brithacus  rubicola).  I  Elders.    Sambucas  nigra  and  Ebulas. 

Tomtit.     (Paras  major).  I  Arbutus  Unedo. 

^ISns^*"^^*^    biarmious,    pendu-    j  Calamagroetis,  Arundo  and  Phragmites. 

Wrens  ( Regulus  ignicapillas,  cristatus).  |  Juniperus  oxycedrus.  1 

Accentor  alpinus  and  modularis.  |  Briars. 

Doves  (Columba  palumbus).  I  LeguminossB  and  oaks. 

Quail  (Coturnix.  sp.  sp.)  |  Phytolacca  decandra. 

Several  curious  examples  of  this  method  of  disseminating  seed 
are  quoted.  From  the  Botanical  Garden  at  Palermo  the  small 
bulbs  of  Oxalis  cernua  were  unearthed  by  birds  and  in  a  short  time 
sown  in  all  the  fields  in  the  neighbourhood.  Through  the  agency 
of  wild  pigeons,  two  oaks  (Q.  Macedonica  and  j^gihps)  are  now 
growing  in  certain  localities  of  Sicily,  and  Sardinia. 

Seeds  swallowed  by  birds  germinate  easily  after  having  been 
digested.  In  Sicily,  where  many  quail  are  killed,  it  is  the  custom 
to  remove  the  contents  of  their  stomachs  and  plant  them  in  pots  by 
which  means  rare  and  foreign  plants  are  often  obtained. 
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Imperial  forest  School,  Dehra  Dud, 

THE  ANNUAL  PRIZE  DAY. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  and  certificates  to  the  saccessful 
students  of  the  Imperial  Forest  School  class  of  1891-93  took  place 
in  the  large  drawing  hall  of  the  School  at  Dehra  on  the  29th  March. 
Sir  E.  C.  Buck,  Kt.,  C  S.  I.,  C.  S.,  Secretary  to  the  Government 
of  India  in  the  Revenue  and  Agricultural  Department,  presided  at 
the  distribution,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  B.  Ribbentrop,  C.  I.  E, 
Inspector-General  of  Forests  :  Colonel  Doveton,  Mr.  H.  C.  HUl, 
and  Mr.  E.  P.  Dansey,  Conservators  of  Forests;  Mr.  J.  S.  Gamble, 
the  Director  of  the  School  ;  Mr.  A.  Smythies,  the  Deputy  Direc- 
tor ;  Mr.  A.  F.  Gradon  and  Mr.  C.  G.  Rogers,  Instructors  at  the 
School ;  Mr.  E.  McA.  Moir,  Mr.  N.  Hearle,  and  Mr.  A.  P.  Gren- 
fell.  Deputy  Conservators,  School  Circle  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Pigot, 
Assistant  Inspector-General.  Among  the  guests  present  were 
Colonel  Strahan,  R.  E.,  of  the  G.  T.  Survey  ;  Colonel  Begbie, 
2nd  P..W.  0.  Gurkhas;  Mr.  W.  N.  Boutflower,  Inspector  of 
Schools,  Agra  Circle  ;  Mr.  W.  H,  Reynolds,  Superintendent  of 
Forest  Surveys  ;  Mr.  E.  Thurston,  Reporter  on  Economic  Pro- 
ducts to  the  Government  of  India  ;  Dr.  Leather,  Agricultural 
Chemist ;  Mr.  Leslie  Rogers,  Major  Commandant  of  the  Dehra 
Dun  Mounted  Rifles  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  ivens.  Executive  Engineer  ;  and 
many  other  ladies  and  gentlemen,  residents  of  Dehra  and  the 
neighbourhood. 

The  Imperial  Forest  School  building  was  once  the  residence  of 
the  officer  commanding  the  Sirmoor  Battalion,  previous  to  the  occu- 
pation of  the  new  cantonment  to  the  west  of  Dehra.  The  house 
has  been  greatly  enlarged  and  extended  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  a  training  college  for  forest  officers  in  India  ;  it  is  now  a  pre- 
tentious mass  of  buildings,  prettily  situated  in  a  large,  weU  laid 
out  garden,  which  is  the  constant  care  of  the  Director,  and  well 
repays  the  attention  he  bestows  upon  it.  The  Forestry  course  is 
spread  over  two  years,  four  months  each  year  being  spent  by  the 
students  at  the  school  and  seven  months  in  camp  ;  the  junior  students 
visiting  the  forests  in  the  Siwaliks,  and  the  seniors  the  forests  of 
the  Punjab  and  Central  India,  and  preparing  a  project  for  the  final 
examination.  The  walls  of  the  drawing  half  on  the  prize  day  were 
covered  with  well  executed  specimens  of  the  work  done  by  the 
students  during  their  course — ^inspection  houses,  bridges,  road  sur^ 
veys,  Ac. ;  ana  on  the  table  were  the  prizes — microscopes,  drawing 
instruments,  and  medals,  having  a  well  engraved  picture  of  the 
school  on  the  obverse,  and  the  name  of  the  winner  on  the  reverse. 

The  proceedings  at  the  distribution  of  prizes  began   with  the 
report  of  the  Director,  Mr.  J.  S.  Gamble,  M.  A.,  who  said  :     **  We 
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are  here  assembled  to  bid  good-bye  to  the   students  of  the  class  of 

*  1891-93,  who  have  successfully  passed  the  school  course;  they  now^, 

*  leave  us  with  certificates  and   some  with  prizes.     The  two  years 

*  during   which   the   class  has  been  here   have   been   uneventful  ; 

*  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  staff,  which  means 

*  that  work    has  been   regular.     I   wish   to  convey   my   warmest 

*  acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Smythies,  the  Deputy  Director ;  Messrs. 
^  Gradon  and  Rogers,  the  Instructors  ;  and  to  the  rest  of  the  school 

*  staff,  for  their  ever  ready  help  and  assistance.     I  trust  they  will  all 

*  accept   my   most  cordial  thanks.     To  the  officers  of  the    Circle, 

*  Messrs.  Moir,  Hearle,  and  Grenfell,  my  best  thanks  are  also  due, 

*  especially  to  Mr.  Moir,  whose  strong  sympathy  with  the  School  is 
^  well  known,   and  whose  invaluable  assistance   in  our  hill  tour  in 

*  Jaunsar  has  done  so  much  to  make  it  an  interesting  excursion  and 
*'  a   pleasant  outing.  xNor  must  I  forget  to  tender   my  thanks  to 

*  Messrs.  Duthie  and  Cotes  for  their   help  in  lectures  and  examin- 

*  ations  on  botany  and  zoology,  nor  Mr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Thurston 

*  for  their  help  in  examinations.  The  School  now  has  101  students, 
'  the  largest  number  that  has  yet  attended.     Next  rains  we   expect  a 

*  still  larger  number,  probably  120,  a  number  beyoad  which  we  can 

*  hardly  manage  to  go,  consistent   with  our  acconunodation.     Last 

*  year  there  were  80  candidates  for  admission ;  this  year  the  number 

*  has  been  150  to  both  classes.     The  results  of  the  examinations   are 

*  now  known  to  you.  There  were  7  failures  out  of  45  students,  which 
'  I  regret,   but  1  think  the  results  were  good.     Like  last  year  there 

*  have  been  no  honours  men,  but  I  am  sure  the  Inspector-General 
'  and  the  Board  of  Control  will  acknowledge  that  the  results  have 
'  been  very  satisfactory,  and  that  the   class   now   leaving  us   have 

*  distinguished  themselves  by  their  observations  and  attention  to 
'  practical  work,  I  here  take  the  opportunity  of  impressing  upon 
'  the  junior  class  the  necessity  for  observation,  especially  as  they  are 

*  now  about  to  visit  Jaunsar,   one   of  the   most  interesting   of  the 

*  hill  forest  divisions  in  India. 

*  Last  year,  at  the  prize  giving,  the  Inspector-General  was 
'  kind  enough  to  announce  that  he  would  give  a  prize  for  the  best 
'  essay  on  practical  forestry  ;  that  prize  has  been  won  by  A.  M, 
'  Sawyer,  whom  I  congratulate  ;  and  the  Government  of  India,  in 

*  recognition  of  his   excellent  essay,  have   added  a   copy   of  the 

*  Dictionary  of  Economic  Products^  the  valuable  work  we  owe  to  Sir 

*  Edward  Buck,  who  has  this  year  paid  us  the  compliment  of  being 

*  present.     The  Deputy  Director,  Mr.  Smythies'  prize  for  practical 

*  work  has  been  won  by  C.  S.  Rogers  ;  that  given  by  Mr.  Gilbert 
'  Rogers,  for  the  best  notebook,  by  Dhanjishah   Avasia.     My  own 

*  prize  for  the  best  drawing  has  been  won  by  Ramnath  Mukerjee,  and 

*  Mr.  Moir's  prize  for  the  best  in  forestry  subjects  by  Hari  Keshav 
'  Washikar.     We  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  two  Conservators, 

*  Mr.  Eardley  Wilmot  in  Oudh,  and  Major  Bingham  in  Burma,  for 

*  prizes  for  entomological  collections  ;  they  have  been  won  by  W.  J. 
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c  Lane-Rjan  and  C.  E.  Allen.     The  medals  have  been  awarded  bj 
« the  Board  of  Control  as  follows  : — 


*  Sylvicntnre  1 

*  Surveying 

*  Forest  Engineering 

*  Botany 

*  Herbarium 

*  Forest  Law 

*  Natural  Science    ... 

*  Mathematics         ... 

*  General    Proficiency    Lower 

'  Class 


Hari  Keshav  Washikar. 
C.  S.  Rogers. 
A.  R.  Myers. 
C.  S.  Rogers. 
R.  Gajaraju  Mudaliar. 
Krishnaji  Javadekar. 
Hari  Keshav  Washikar. 
Hari  Keshav  Washikar. 
S.  Ramaswamiah. 

Sham  Sundar. 


kindly 


'  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  those  gentlemen  who  so 
*  presented  prizes  this  year. 

'  The  School  is  somewhat  unfavourably  placed  with  regard 
to  outdoor  exercises.  We  are  only  in  Dehra  for  four  months  in 
the  year,  and  those  months  of  almost  continued  rain«  which 
much  interferes  with  cricket  and  football ;  still  we  had  some 
good  matches,  and  were  we  able  to  play  more  with  other 
intitutions,  I  feel  sure  the  Dehra  Forest  School  could  produce 
teams  that  would  earn  laurels  for  themselves.  The  athletic 
sports  held  in  October  were  very  successful ;  the  chief 
winners  were  :  Lane-Ryan,  Cole,  Langhome,  Ethirajulu  Naidu, 
Legge,  and  Tweedie.  At  the  Volunteer  spori^  of  the  Dehra  Dun 
Mounted  Rifles,  the  School  greatly  distinguished  itself,  Lane-Ryan 
winning  Colonel  Harington  s  cup  for  the  oest  sportsman,  and  other 

f>rizes  being  won  by  Rivett,  Jackson,  Ryan,  !rierce  and  Tweedie. 
t  was  very  gratifying  that  on  his  recent  inspection  of  the  corps, 
ihe  inspecting  General  expressed  himself  so  pleased  with  the  turn- 
out, and  the  evolutions  carried  out  by  the  men.  We  owe  very 
much  to  Major  Leslie  Rogers,  Captain  Armstrong,  and  Sergeants- 
Major  Ivens,  Harris,  and  Allen  for  their  interest  m  the  School  and 
its  Volunteers.  I  am  also  pleased  to  think  the  Inspector-General 
and  the  Board  of  Control  approved  of  the  physical  exercise  driU  of 
the  native  students  ;  the  drill  is  irksome,  but  I  am  glad  to  recognise 
the  improvement  this  year,  and  wish  to  thank  Colonel  Begbie,  2-2 
P.  W.  0.  Gurkhas,  for  the  help  of  the  Havildars  who  supervised 
the  drill.  I  regret  the  gymnasium  is  not  yet  built,  but  hone  it  will 
soon  be  finished,  and  wish  to  thank  the  Government  of  India  for 
having  sanctioned  its  construction,  and  giving  the  cost  of  the 
fittings.  Our  new  quarters  are  now  being  built,  and  will  be  ready 
in  Jmy  ;  the  new  hospital  wiU  also  be  ready  for  use  in  July.  In 
it  our  native  doctor,  wno  has  worked  excellently  this  year,  will  find 
himself  comfortably  provided  with  accommodation  ;  we  shaU  now 
be  able  to  house  80  students,  so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  in 
future  to  rent  as  large  a  number  of  houses  in  the  town.  The  health 
of  the  men  has  been  good  this  year,  especially  in  camp  ;  we  were 
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'  fortanaie  in  being  away  from  the  station  daring  the  epidemic  of 
'  cholera  that  visited  Dehra  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  Hardwar 
'  fair  last  March.     With  regard  to  discipline,  I  am  glad  to   say  the 

*  conduct  of  the  students,  especially  of  tnose  of  the  senior  year  now 
^  leaying  us,  has  been  very  good.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  except 

*  to  express  to  the  students  now  leaving  us,  that  thev  have  my  best 
^  wishes  and  those  of  the  whole  School  Staff  ;  we  shall  watch  their 
'  careers  with  interest,  and  hope  they  will  get  on,  and  prove  a  credit 
'  to  the  Inaperial  Forest  School." 

Mr.  Gamble's  report  was  received  with  loud  cheers,  after  which 
Mr.  Ribbentrop,  the  Inspector-General  of  Forests,  addressed  the 
students  as  follows  :  "'  Passed  students  of  the  Dehra  Forest  School, 
— *  There  lie  behind  you  two  years  of  honest  hard  work  to  which 
'  you  can  always  look  back  with  a  feeling  of  pride,  and  I  trust  of 
'  pleasure  ;  you  are  now  about  to  enter  upon  a  practical  career  in  a 

*  service  the  importance  of  which  is  constantly  growing  ;  I  hope 
'  you  will  work  in  that  service  with  the  same  zeal  that  has  characteri- 

*  sed  your  studies  at  this  school ;  if  you  do  so,  you  will  serve  your 

*  country  well.     Good  solid  work  in  the  forests  will  be  demanded  of 

*  you,  for  we  expect  you  not  only  to  justify  the  outlay  that  Govern- 

*  ment  has  incurred  in  your  training,  but  to  conclusively  prove  the 

*  advantages  of  a  high  technical  training  for  the  Forest  Service.     I 

*  am  so  impressed  with  the  practical  character  of  the  education  at 

*  at  this  school,  a  system  that  has  gradually  and  steadily  developed  to 
'  its  present  degree  of  excellence,  that  I  am  sure  you  will  be  able  to 
'do  all  that  is  required  of  you  in  practical  life,  and  will  do  it  well. 

*  No  complaint  can  be  made  that  the  character  of  the  examination  you 

*  have  undergone  was  too  stereotyped,  or  insufficiently  searching, 
'  for  it  has  been  throughout  the  aim  of  the  Board  of  Control  to 
'  ascertain  the  range  andaccuracy  of  your  practical  knowledge  ;  and 
*in  the  oral  tests  if  you  have  not  replied  to  the  questions  in  the  form 

*  contained  in  your  lecture  notes  or  text-books,  it  has  not  necessarily 
*been  counted  against  you,  and  I  think  the   Examiners  have  fully 

*  succeeded  in   eliminating  cram  from  the  knowledge  which  you 

*  carry  away  with  you  from  this  school.  I  hope  you  will  manfully 
'  bear  any  work  or  hardship  the  Service  may  demand  of  you,  and 

*  will  in  after  life  be  always  a  credit  to   the  Dehra   Forest  School. 

*  Let  this  always  be  your  aim.  My  best  wishes  follow  you.  I  hope 
*the  junior  students  will  work  in  class  and  forest  as  well  as  those 

*  have  done  who  are  now  leaving  us,  and  will  not  leave  their  hard 

*  work  to  the  last  few  months  of  their  course.     You  should  take  a 

*  lesson  from  the  oral  examination  of  your  seniors  ;  these  tests  pierce 

*  the  feeble  armour  of  a  crammed  mind,  for  it  is  only  by  continuous 
^application  to  all  your  subjects  that  you  can  satisfy  the  searching 

*  oral  tests  of  the  fioard  of  Examiners. 

*  Mr.    Gamble  and  Professors,  I  most  heartily  congratulate 

*  you  on  the  success  and  development  of  this  school.  I  leel  con- 
'  vinced  there  is  no  school  of  technical  education  in  or  out  of  India 
'  where  a  more  practical  course  of  studies  is  followed.  Ton  will 
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'  acknowledge,   I   am  sure,  that  the  Board  of    control  has  afforded 

*  much  material  assistance  in  this  direction,  for  which  the  school  is 

*  indebted  to  the  originators  of  the  Board,  Sir  Edward  Buck  and  Mr. 

*  Hill.     I  must  not  omit  to  thank  Major  Leslie  Rogers  and  the  offi- 

*  cers  of  the  Dehra  Dun  Mounted  Rifles  for  the  great  interest  they 

*  have  taken  in  the  Forest  School  members  of  the  corps,  and  con- 

*  gratulate  them  on   the  achievement  of  results,   the   excellence  of 

*  which  has  been  admitted  by  competent  authority.     In  conclusion, 

*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  let  me  express  how  flattered  we  are  at  your 

*  kind  attendance  here  to-day,  and  thank  you  for  it,  in  the  name  of 

*  the  Board  of  Control,  the  rrofessors,  the  students  and  myself." 

After  loud  cheers.  Sir  Edward  Buck  presented  the  certificates 
to  the  34  students  of  the  upper  class  and  4  students  of  the  lower 
class,  and  the  various  prizes.  Of  the  38  successful  men,  10  were 
European,  and  28  natives ;  Mr.  C.  S.  Rogers,  a  private  student, 
was  first  on  the  list,  and  holds  the  proud  position  of  being  the  first 
Englishman  that  has  headed  the  list  for  many  years. 

Sir  Edward  then  addressed  the  students  with  the  following 
remarks  :  "  I  have  in  the  first  place  to  express  to  Mr.  Gamble  and 
'  the  Board  of  Forest  Conservators  here  assembled,  my  thanks  for  the 

*  honour  they  have  done  me  by  requesting  me  to  distribute  the 
'  prizes  gained  by  the  successful  students  of  the  year.     I  am  glad  of 

*  the  opportunity  to  make  known,  if  it  be  not  known  already,  the 

*  very  great  interest  felt  by  the  Government  of  India  in  the  progress 
'  and  success  of  the  Dehra  Forest  School  ;  an  interest  not  only  due 
'  to  a  desire  that  the  School  should  in  ifc^elf  obtain  the  high  level  to 

*  which  Mr.  Gamble  is  bringing  it  but  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
'  school  represents  an  important  policy.  That  policy  is  that  the 
'  natives   of  India  should   share   to  a  much  larger   extent    than 

*  heretofore  in  the  executive  administration  of  the  country.  The 
'  desire  that  this  policy  should  receive  the  fullest  possible  effect  is 
'  not  only  the  desire  of  the  people  of  India  and  the  Government 
'  of  India,   but   of  the  people   of  England.     The  wish  of  England 

*  found  expression  in  the  Public  Service  Commission,  and  it  is  partly 

*  in  support  of  their   recommendations,  supported  by  those  of  the 

*  Inspector-General  of  Forests,  and  the  higher  officials  of  the  Forest 
'  Department,   that   the   school  has  during  the  last  two  years  been 

*  developed,  and  placed  in  a  more  important  position.     Its   staflF   of 

*  Professors  has  been  increased,  its  class  rooms  and  museum  enlarged, 

*  the  accommodation  for  students  increased,  and  a  strong  Examining 
'  Board  appointed  each  year,  to  test  the  qualifications  ot  the  candi- 
'  dates.     I  venture  to  hope   that   the  development  of  the  school  has 

*  not  ceased,  and  that  Mr.  Gamble  will  lead  it  to  still  higher  levels. 

*  I  need  hardly  remind  those  assembled  here,  especially  the  students, 

*  that  those  born  and  educated  in  the  country  cannot  expect  to  take 
'  any  prominent  share  in  its  administration  unless  they  be  fitted  by 
'  education  to  fill  the  more  responsible   posts   which  will  now,    for 
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'  the  first  time,  be  opened  to  them  in  the  Forest,  and  other  demrt- 

*  ments.  Those  of  the  students  who  may  have  felt  inclined  to  tuink 
'the  recent  examination   severe,  must  remember  that   1893  is  an 

*  epoch  of  considerable  importance  in  the  history  of  the  Forest  De- 
*partment.    Hitherto  students  trained  at  Dehra  have  ordinarily  had 

*  no  prospect  of  promotion  to  more   than  Its.    100  or   Rs.    200  per 

*  mensem  at  the  end  of  their  service.  Under  the  new  scheme  presen- 
'  ted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  they  will,  if  they  do  their  duty,  be  able 

*  to  rise  to  salaries  of  from  Rs.  200  to  Rs.  350  per  mensem;  and  may, 
'if  they  do  exceptionally  good  service,  obtain  Rs.  600  per  mensem 
'  before  they  take  their  pensions.  With  these  enlarged  prospects 
'  in,  view,  it  has  become  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  India,  to  sup- 
'  port  liberally  the  proposals  made  by  Mr.  Ribbentrop,  Mr.  Gamble, 
'and  their  advisers,  for  the  proper  instruction  of  the  Forest  students  ; 
'  it  only  rests  with  you,  students,  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  op- 
'  portunities  offered  to  you,  in  order  to  secure  the  further  sympathy 
'  and  encouragement  of  the  Government,  aud  to  prove  to  your  coun- 
'  trymen  that  a  studentship  of  the  Dehra  School  is  a  prize  worth 
'  coveting, 

'  In  one  respect,  independently  of  its  value  to  the  Forest 
'  Department,  the  school  has  proved,  I  venture  to  believe,  a  useful 
'  example  to  the  rest  of  India.  As  Mr.  Ribbentrop  has  remarked,  it 
'  is  a  signal  success  as  a  technical  school.  I  go  a  step  further,  and 
'  would  say  that  it  is  a  signal  success  as  a  practical  School.  What 
'  I  mean  is  this.   The  student  who  passes  through  a  technical  school 

*  is  usually  fitted  only  for  the  technical  profession  which  he  is  taught 
'  at  the  technical  School.  But  the  Dehra  School  teaching  is  of  such 
'  a  broad  and  useful  character  that  I  believe  its  students,  that  is,  the 
'  students  who  pass  out  of  it  successfully,  would  be  more  fit  for  any 
^  kind  of  work  reouiring  originality  and  practical  treatment  than  the 

*  students  of  any  ochool  or  College  in  India.  It  is  the  only  impor- 
'  tant  educational  institution  in  India  in  which  the  student  is  taught 
'  more  in  the  field  and  in  the  museum  than  in  the  lecture  room  ;  in 
'  fact  in  which  he  is  taught  how  to  observe,  and  how  to  draw  con- 
'  elusions  from  observation.  The  consequence  has  been  that  the  only 
'  signal  instances  which  have,  to  my  knowledge,  occurred  of  original 
'  research  leading  to  position  and  useful  results  being  accomplished 

*  by  natives  of  India,  have  been  those  in  which  such  results  have 
'  been  produced  by  ex-students  of  the  Dehra  School.  Only  recently 
'  the  Government  of  India  has  been  obliged  to  close  apprenticeships 

*  attached  to  the  Geological  Department,  because  natives  of  India 
'  could  not  be  found  qualified  for  original  research.    It  is  not   that 

*  natives  of  India  have  not  in  them  the  necessary   qualifications  ;  it 

*  is,  that  the  power  lies  unveloped  in  them;  and  has  not  been  brought 

*  out  by  a  training  in  habits  of  observation,  such   as  you,   students, 

*  fortunately  obtain  here.  The  only  regret  is  that  you  were  not 
'  taught  these  habits  still   earlier   in   life,   but  it  is  hoped  that  the 
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*  reforms  now  being  introduced  in  the  educational  system  of  many 

*  Provinces  will  remove  this  reproach  ;  and  that  the  Forest  student 

*  of  Dehra,  having  been  tsiught  the  habit  of  observation  from  early 
'  youth,  will,  as  time  goes  on,  not  only  take  a  lead  in  India, 
^but  will  prove  the  equality  of  the  native  of  India  with  the 
'  educated  classes  of  all  countries  in  scientific  investigation  and 
'  research. 

*  There  is  another  direction,  I  am  glad  to  say,  in  which  Dehra 
'  has,  in  common  with  other  institutions,  given  a  strong  lead  ;  that 
'  is,  in  games  and  gymnastics.     I  have  had  the   pleasure   and  satis- 

*  faction  of  seeing  what   the    Dehra   students,   native   as   well  as 

*  European,  can  do  in  this  wav.  All  I  can  say  is  that  they 
'can  give  points  to  many  public  schools  in  England.  Well, 
'  the   }^  orest  Officer  is   of  no   use  unless  he  can  endure  physical 

*  hardship  and   fatigue,   and  this   is   what  games  and  gymnastics 

*  enable  him  to  do.  I  intend  to  include  Volunteering  in  this 
^  remark  ;  for  it  appears  from  the  reports  I  have  had  that  the  Dehra 
^  Volunteers  are  among  the  best  in  India,  and  that  they  include  in 
'  their  number  no  less  30  students,  who,  by   their  constant  atten- 

*  dance  at  drill  during  the  school  season,  have  earned,  it  is  said,  the 

*  title  of  *  the  nucleus  of  the  corps.'     For  this  result.  Major  Leslie 

*  Rogers  and  his  officers  deserve  our  gratitude. 

'  To  return,  in  conclusion,  to  your  more  serious  duties,  I  am 

*  glad  to  learn  from  Mr.  Ribbentrop  and  Mr.  Ghtmble  that  the  stu- 

*  dents  have^  on  the  whole,  never  done  so  well  as  they  have  this  year. 

*  This  is  indeed  encouraging,  for,  as  it  is  here  indicated,  it  is  on  the 
'  exertions  of  the  students  themselves,  more  perhaps  than  on  the 
'  labours  of  their  masters,  that  the  future  development  of  the  school 

*  depends.  Prove  to  the  Government  that  the  Dehra  students 
'  deserve  encouragement,  and  I  can  assure  you  that   Government 

*  will   in  return   do   all   it  can  to   affi)rd  the   support  which  Mr. 

*  Gamble's  excellent  management  merit.  To  him,  to  his  staff, 
'  and  to  the  officers  who  have  come  from  distant  parts  of  India  to 

*  take  part  in  the  examinations,  our  best  thanks  are  due." 

At  the  close  of  his  speech  Sir  Edward  Buck  was  cheered 
vociferously,  and  cheers  were  given  with  hearty  good  will  for  the 
Inspector-fereneral  of  Forests,  for  the  Board  of  Control,  the 
Director,  Deputy  Director,  the  Instructors,  and  the  ladies. 
The  proceedings  then  terminated,  and  the  meeting  broke  up. — 
Pioneer, 
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JJanchuria  Tiger  Skins. 

Sib, 

The  Tiger  Skins  with  long  hair  referred  in  "  E.  D.'s"  letter 
in  the  last  Forester^'*  came  no  donbt  from  Manchuria,  or,  as  the 
shopman  seems  to  have  suggested.  North  China. 

Captain  St.  John  Richardson,  in  a  miscellaneous  note,  which 
appeared  in  No.  2.,  Vol^  VI,  of  77*^  Bombay  Natural  History 
Society's  Journal^  mentions  that  he  saw  one  of  these  tiger-skins 
from  Manchuria,  in  Rowland  Ward's  shop,  and  that  ''  it  measured 
*  13  feet  4  inches,  and  had  deep  fur  more  like  the  snow-leopard 
'  then  any  other  animal  I  know."  Messrs  Rowland  Ward  also 
informed  him  that  they  had  recently  purchased  one  of  these  skins 
for  £63. 

HUNTINGDON. 

*NoTB.— Febnuay  No. 

Hon.  Ed. 


The  Departmental  Blazer. 

Sib, 

A  proposed  pattern  for  a  Blazer  is  in  course  of  circulation 
among  Bombay  Foresters  for  the  expression  of  their  opinion.  If 
if  meets  with  sufficient  approval  here,  it  will  be  passed  on  to  Dehra, 
and  if  necessary,  to  other  provinces,  for  further  criticism.  Under- 
signed could  not  make  anything  satisfactory  out  of  paper  and 
paint-box,  and  the  samples  of  cloth  procured  were  only  enough  for 
one  small  pattern.  Sketch  of  pattern  is  enclosed,  with  a  bit  of  cloth 
of  the  ground  color.  The  two  small  strips  are  only  approximations 
to  those  actually  chosen. 

VELLEDA. 

The  pattern  sent  u  tbat  of  wavy  tree — like  lineB  of  dark  green  on  a 
lighter  ground.  We  confess  that  we  do  not  mach  like  it.  We  have  also 
received  from  Bnrma  specimen  of  a  pattern  ^  hich  has  apparently  been 
adopted  there,  of  two  broad  alternate  stripes  of  light  and  dark  green.  This 
pattern  is  good  and  we  prefer  it  to  the  other. 

Hon.  Ed. 
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Potato  Cultivation. 

To  THE  Editor  of  the  Forester, 

Sir 

Anent  your  review  of  the  Saharanpore  Horticultunil  Gardens, 
regarding  Potato  experiments,  it  may  interest  youto  know  that  much 
more  extended  experiments  than  those  of  Saharanpore,  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  Ramghur  Tea  and  Fruit  Gardens,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment Nursery,  Moteswar.  The  Ramghur  trials  were  made  with 
forty-four  varieties,  and  the  Government  Nursery  trials  with  ten 
varieties,  thus  fifty-four  kinds  were  experimented  with,  moreover 
the  trials  extended  over  three  seasons,  and  on  that  account  are  of 
great  value  in  forming  a  definite  opinion.  The  potatoes  were  bought 
in  1890  for  the  most  part,  and  no  expense  or  trouble  was  spared  to 
get  together  a  really  representative  collection  embracing  good 
samples  of  all  seasons  and  shapes.  The  collection  came  from  four 
well-known  seed  firms  in  England,  two  of  which  are  expert 
hybridizers  and  seedling  raisers,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  contained 
the  bulk  of  the  varities  sent  by  Messrs.  Sutton  &  Sons  to  Saharan- 

¥3re.     The   experiments    came   under  my   immediate  supervision, 
he  elevations  of  Moteswar   and  Ramghur  range  from  six  to  eight 
thousand  feet,  and  the  trials  were  made  in  good  virgin  jungle  soil. 
As  in   the  Saharanpore   trials,  very  variable  results  were  obtained, 
interesting  enough  to  the  expert,  but  of  little  interest  to  the  general 
reader,   suffice  it  to   say  many   of  the   kinds   were  apparently  a 
failure,  others   were   a   partial  success;  several  were  promising,  and 
one  only  a  magnificent  success,  but  this  was  put  down  to  the  fact  that 
the  tubers    were  all  newly  imported,  and  it  was  fairly   argued  no 
doubt  that  the  second  season  would  give  different   results.    Unfor- 
tunately the  firm  from  whom  the  Moteswar  potatoes  were  obtained 
delayed  despatching  a  month  beyond   the  stipulated  time  on  the 
ground  that  the  weather  was  very  bad  at  home.     English  firms  do 
not  sufficiently   understand  that  a  month  behind  hand  at  Bombay 
is   a  far   more   serious   matter    than    a    little   bad     weather    in 
England.    I  mention    this   because    the     potatoes   suffered  very 
severely,  however  all   were   again   tried   the   second   season,  the 
results  were  again  very  variable  and  I  am  bound  to  add  vexing,  as 
the  promising   varieties  of  the   first  year   were  amongst  the  worst 
failures,  buttne  result  of  the  second  trial  was  that  twenty  four  kinds 
were  promptly  condemned  as  not  worth  further  trial.     Coming  to 
the  third  season,  the  balance  of  twenty  kinds  were  again  tried,  and 
reduced  to   eight.     Regarding  the   ten  varieties  at  Moteswar,  two 
only  are  worthy  the  name  of  a  success,  and  those  two  unequally  so. 
One  is  the  well;known  White  Elephant  and  the  other  a  so-called 
Australian  Red  Giant,  I  say  so-called,  because  I  imported  the  same 
kind  under  quite  a  different  name.     The  up-shot  of  three  years 
costly  and  disappointing  experiments  is  that  I  have   given  up  im- 
porting English  potatoes,  mainly  on  the  ground  that  from  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view  the  game  is  ruinous,  and  by  no  means  pays. 
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paying  apart  there  are  seveal  well  defined  conclusions  I  have 
arrived  at  regarding  the  importation  of  potatoes.  Firstly,  indiscri- 
minate importation  is  wholly  wrong,  and  the  Saharanpore  trial 
is  strong  confirmatory  evidence  of  this.  Secondly,  strictly  limited 
importation  is  to  be  recommended,  I  mean  the  limi^tion  more  especi- 
ally for  varieties  as  distinguished  from  quantity — why,  for  instance, 
is  "  Windsor  Castle  "  by  far  the  best  of  those  tried  at  Saharanpore  ? 
My  answer  is  that  this  Kind  is  a  head  and  shoulders  above  a  small 
anny  of  other  and  older  varieties.  A  still  more  striking  example  is 
to  be  found  in  the  variety  known  as  Magnum  Bonum  :  when  this 
kind  was  brought  ont  by  the  very  enterprising  Messrs.  Sutton  & 
Sons,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  it  was  the  very  Emperor  of  potatoes, 
and  nothing  in  those  days  was  anything  like  equal  to  i^  alas  to 
say  it  is  down  amongst  the  sickly  diseased  herd,  a  wreck  in  the  old 
country.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  fully  ninety-five  per  cent  oi 
all  the  potatoes  grown  in  Kumaon  and  many  other  places  in  India 
are  of  tnis  variety,  and  there  are  not  wanting  ample  signs  that  this 
once  splendid  kind  is  coming  to  grief  and  nearly  spent  out.  Now 
this  is  a  very  serious  matter,  because  it  means  for  Kmnaon  that 
with  its  failure  wiU  enevitably  come  the  collapse  of  potato  cul- 
tivation for  the  time  being  or  until  Government  comes  to  the  aid 
of  the  native  cultivators  with  a  new  kind.  Doubtless  you  are  aware 
that  the  real  potato  disease  has  appeared  in  the  Poona  district,  and 
that  the  study  of  the  disease  will  no  doubt  be  interesting.  But  it 
will  not  save  a  dying  man,  and  the  Doctors  will  find  very  heroic 
remedies  necessary  to  prevent  total  collapse:  and  those  who  have  to 
study  this  disease  will  do  well  to  remember  it  is  the  leprosy  of  potato 
diseases,  and  nearly  useless  to  waste  money  and  time  upon  it.  The 
true  remedy  is  the  English  one,  and  I  wonld  beg  leave  to  earnestly 
commend  this  to  the  attention  of  Government,  for  if  we  take 
England  on  its  merits  it  is  undoubtedly  the  best  potato  producing 
country  in  the  world.  Those  who  know  French,  German,  Dutch, 
and  American  potatoes  will,  I  am  sure,  bear  me  out  in  this,  yet  on 
the  whole  England  is  climatically  one  of  the  worst  countries  to  be 
found  for  the  potato,  nearly  every  natural  condition  is  against  it, 
perhaps  the  best  thing  that  can  be  said  about  it  is,  that  it  is 
temperate,  of  course  cultivation  is  thorough,  and  the  soil  is  good, 
and  the  best  implements  of  culture  are  used,  but  these  are  more  or 
less  within  the  reach  of  all  and  do  not  count  for  England,  any  more 
than  for  any  other  place;  the  one  natural  advantage  being  a  tem- 
perate climate,  and  I  doubt  of  this  being  a  very  great  advantage,  an 
average  of  ten  degrees  more  heat  would  be  far  better.  Then  why  does 
the  country  produce  the  best  potatoes,  and  hold  its  own  against 
enormous  odds  and  constantly  recurring  disease  in  its  worst  form  ? 
My  explanation  is,  and  I  think  it  is  the  true  and  only  one,  that" 
there  is  in  England  a  body  of  systematic  and  zealous  hybridisers 
and  seedling  raisers,  and  consequently  new  blood  is  ever  flowing 
in,  and  ousting  the  weak  sickly  varieties.     In  short,  evolution  is  in 
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very  full  force,  and  the  weak  go  ruthlessly  to  the  wall.  Leaving  out 
of  account  eminent  Firms  like  Sutton  &  Sons,  Carter  &  Co., 
Veitch  &  Sons,  the  Brothers  A.  &  R.  Dean,  Fidler  &  Co.,  Ac,  a  large 
number  of  the  professional  gardeners  of  the  Country  try  their 
hand  at  raising  a  new  potato  and  many  succeed,  and  thus  there 
is  a  constant  string  of  new  kinds,  with  all  the  vigour  of  new  life 
in  them  :  this  is  what  I  would  try  for  India's  deteriorating  stock 
of  potatoes.  I  believe  I  am  open  to  be  told  this  has  been  tried  and 
failed ;  if  so,  why  did  it  fail,  and  again  where  were  the  experiments 
tried  ;  if  on  the  plains,  failure  might  well  be  written  very  large  at  the 
outset  of  any  experiments  with  potatoes.     But  I  see  no  reason  why 

Eotatoes  at  an  elevation  of  5,000  feet  and  upwards  should  not  seed 
•eely  and  allow  of  hybridizing  and  thus  the  raising  of  new  and 
vigorous  kinds.  It  might  be  fairly  argued  that  kinds  so  raised, 
would.be  likely  to  last  longer  then  those  raised  at  home  as  the 
conditions  are  more  favourable.  Finally,  hybridising  mast  be 
understood  and  carried  out  properly  or  the  results  are  worse  than 
useless.  I  doubt,  too,  if  isolated  efforts  will  or  would  lead  to  much, 
but  a  properly  organized  Government  farm  where  the  thing  could 
be  carried  out  properly  under  good  supervision  should  not  only  be 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  country  but  pay  its  way  in  time. 

F.  W.  SEERS, 

Manager  of  the  Ramghur  Tea  and  Fruit   Gardens^  and  Superinten- 
dent of  the  the  Oovemment  Nursery^  Kumaon^  Moteswar. 


III.— OB^yiOI-A-L  £>.^P33]X%S  Sd  IITTTaXjXjIO-HlN"OB3, 


The  falmyra  falm. 

The  Inspector-General  of  Forests  has  recently  sent  the  follow- 
ing Circular  letter  round  to  Conservators. 

*'  I  would  feel  much  obliged  if,   in  consultation  with  your 

*  Divisional  Officers,  you  would  furnish  me  with  authentic  informa- 

*  tion  regarding  the  occurrence  of  the  Palmyra  Palm    (Borasstis 
^Jlabelliformis Jin  your  Circle  ;  and  whether  it  is  plentiful,  common, 

*  or  rare.     It  is  stated  that  in  some  districts  the  fibre  produced  by 

*  this  plant  at  the  junction  of  its  leaves  is  less  developed  than  in 

*  others,  while  in  some  localities  it  is  entirely  wanting.     This,  I  bog, 

*  may  be  specially  noticed  and  recorded." 
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Report  on  the  effects  of  the  late  frosts  on  vegetation 

in  Hongkong. 

The  unprecedented  cold  weather  which  the  region  about  Hong- 
kong was  recently  subjected  to,  calls  for  some  notice  to  be  taken  of 
it,  therefore  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  brief  report  which  it 
may  be  considered  useful  to  put  on  record.  Records  of  experiences 
of  meteorological  phenomena  such  as  we  have  just  had,  besides  being 
of  passing  interest  are  so  frequently  of  use  in  practical  dealings 
with  various  subjects,  that  for  this  reason  opportunities  to  record 
unusual  phenomena  should  not  be  neglected.  It  does  not,  however, 
come  within  the  province  of  this  department  to  go  much  further 
into  the  meteorological  aspects  of  the  subject  than  is  demanded  in 
connection  with  its  injurious  effects  on  vegetation. 

After  a  period  of  ordinary  Hongkong  dry,  cool  weather,  rain 
feU  on  the  13tn  January  and  icon  tinned  daily  up  to  the  16  th  instant. 
In  the  Gardens,  at  300  feet  above  sea  level,  the  following  quantities 
of  rain  were  registered  with  a  Glaisher's  rain  gauge  : — 

January  14, '14 

„       15, -35 

„       16, -46 

„       17, -45 

On  the  15th  instant  the  temperature  fell  in  the  afternoon  to 
39®  Fahrenheit,  thermometer  at  350  feet  above  sea  level.  On  the 
16th,  at  9  A.M.,  it  stood  at  35°.  On  the  17th  the  thermometer  stood 
at  31''  at  9  a.m.,  which  was  the  lowest  temperature  observed  at  the 
Ghirdens.  During  this  period  the  sky  was  overcast  except  for  a 
short  time  about  noon  on  the  17th,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  18th 
it  was  clear  and  the  sun  shone  brightly  throughout  the  day,  the 
temperature  having  risen  to  43**  at  4  p.m. 

Unfortunately  there  are  no  official  records  of  temperature  at 
Victoria  Peak,  1,818  feet  above  sea  level,  but,  by  such  information 
as  could  be  obtained  from  private  observers  in  the  hiU  district  and 
observations  made  here,  it  seems  that  the  temperature  must  have 
fallen  at  the  summit  to  about  25®  or  24®  F. 

On  the  river  at  Canton,  and  en  route  between  this  port  and 
that  place,  low  temperatures  were  recorded  in  the  reports  of  the 
steam-ships  Pawan  and  Honam,     They  give — 

January  16th  at  1  a.m.  23*  about  28  miles  below  Canton. 
„  at  10  A.M.  26''  about  85  miles  from  Hongkong. 

„  „  at  1  P.M.  25®  at  Canton. 

„  „  18th  at  10  A.M.  28®   about  25   miles  from   Hongkong. 

On  the  peninsula  of  Kowloon  the  cold  appears  to  have  been 

S eater  than  in  Hongkong,  ice  was  seen  on  pools  of  water  in 
e  roads  within  50  feet  of  sea  level,  and  at  the  Kowloon  Docks 
ice  was  observed  at  the  bottom,  30  feet  below  sea  level,  of  an 
empty  dock. 
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Since  the  Observatory  records  beran  in  1884  the  tempera- 
ture has  not  fallen,  until  now,  at  the  Observatory,  below  40**  F, 
I  remember  on  one  occasion,  I  think  about  17  years  ago,  ice 
was  found  at  Victoria  Peak,  but  there  is  no  record  within  me 
experience,  which  extends  back  nearly  22  years,  when  ice  was 
observed  below  1,700  feet  altitude. 

The  continued  low  temperature  combined  with  fall  of  rain 
from  au  apparently  warmer  stratum  of  air  above  resulted  in  the 
formation  of  ice  varying  in  quantity  from  a  thin  coating  on  the 
upper  leaves  of  pine  trees  growing  at  300  feet  above  sea  level 
to  a  thick  encasement  of  perfectly  transparent  solid  ice  of  5^ 
inches  in  circumference  on  the  blades  and  bents  of  grass  at  the 
summit  of  Victoria  Peak.  The  grass  bents  themselves,  which 
were  the  foundation  on  which  the  ice  accumulated,  were  not 
more  than  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  yet  the  formation 
of  ice  was  so  gradual  that  with  the  enormous  accumulation  of  ice 
which  became  its  own  support,  the  bents  retained  their  natural 
upright,  or  but  slightly  pendent  position.  These  large  accumula^ 
tions  of  ice  were  on  the  windward  side  of  the  hill  where  rain 
drifted,  but  even  on  the  lea  side  the  average  coating  of  ice  was 
about  3  inches  in  circumference. 

Evergreen  shrubs  and  trees  carried  on  their  leaves  solid  cover- 
ings of  ice  I  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  great  weight  of  this  ice 
caused  the  branches  of  trees  to  assume  a  pendent  form,  the  strain 
in  many  cases  causing  the  limbs  to  snap  off  with  a  crash.  All  ve- 
getation throughout  tne  hill  regions  of  tne  Colony  was  thus  covered 
with  ice,  as  were  also  most  other  objects.  Telegraph  and  telephone 
wires  from  Victoria  Gap  upwards  were  covered  with  ice  f  of  an 
inch  in  thickness,  and,  in  addition,  carried  icicles  as  much  as  3 
inches  in  length  as  close  as  they  could  be  packed  side  by  side. 
This  caused  many  of  the  telephone  wires  to  break,  and  the  iron  post 
at  Victoria  Gap  which  supported  them  was  snapped  off  a  few  inches 
above  the  ground. 

The  windward  sides  of  the  walls  of  the  look-out  house  at  the 
Peak  were  from  top  to  bottom  covered  with  perfectiy  transparent 
ice  I  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

All  the  hills  on  the  mainland  and  Lantao  Island  were  likewise 
white  with  ice,  one  of  the  hills  (3,147  feet)  of  Lantao  having  what 
appeared  to  be  snow  for  some  few  hundreds  of  feet  down  from  its 
summit.  As  early  as  the  evening  of  the  15th  January,  the  summit 
of  Taimoshan  (about  3,300  feet)  on  the  mainland  had  assumed  a 
a  whitish  appearance,  presumably  from  ice  or  snow. 

The  effect  of  the  extremely  low  temperature  on  vegetation  has 
been  disastrous.  The  damages  in  the  Gardens  consist  chiefly  in 
the  injury  or  destruction  of  leaves,  but  some  plants  are  ouite  killed, 
these  being  natives  of  much  warmer  regions  than  Hongkong. 
Many  of  the  decorative  plants  which  were  not  killed  will  be  months 
before  they  can  regain  tneir  ornamental  appearance. 
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Every  possible  precaution  was  adopted  to  minimise  the  effect 
of  the  cold.  The  plant- houses,  which  are  provided  with  screens 
merely  to  produce  shade,  were  all  matted  in  and  the  roofs  covered 
with  straw.  In  spite  of  these  precautions,  however,  many  plants 
suffered  very  severely. 

In  the  orchid-house,  which  was  covered  with  mats  and  straw, 
all  our  best  orchids  have  suffered  very  greatly,  many  being  entirely 
killed  while  others  were  so  much  injured  that,  even  if  they  survive, 
it  may  be  some  years  before  they  regain  their  previous  luxuriant 
state.  A  healthy  plant,  received  from  Calcutta  several  years  ago, 
of  Dendrobium  aggregatum^  is  apparently  killed,  while  plants  of  toe 
same  species  growing  by  its  side,  and  also  others  on  trees  where 
they  had  no  snelter,  which  I  collected  10  years  ago  on  the  Lo-fan 
mountains,  about  60  miles  from  Canton,  have  escaped  unharmed. 
This  seems  to  show  the  capability  of  the  plant  in  adapting  itself  to 
colder  regions  than  it  is  generally  found  in.  In  ordinary  winters 
the  temperature  is  too  low  for  many  kinds  of  orchids  and  other 
tender  plants. 

The  highest  point  of  the  Gardens  is  320  feet  above  sea  level, 
the  lowest  part  175  feet.  Some  plants  of  the  same  kinds  which 
were  damaged  at  the  upper  portions  were  uninjured  at  the  lower 
parts  of  the  gardens. 

Of  exotic  trees  planted  on  the  hills  Albizzia  Lebbek,  Aleurites 
triloba  (candle-nut-tree)  and  Eugenia  Jambos  (the  rose-apple- 
tree)  had  all  their  leaves  killed  at  and  upwards  of  600  feet  above 
sea  level.  Trees  of  the  rose-apple  at  about  800  feet  altitude 
have  been  entirely  killed. 

At  600  feet  altitude  indigenous  plants  began  to  be  affected, 
the  injuries  increasing  with  higher  altitude  until  at  about  900 
feet  when  the  extreme  limit  of  low  temperature  which  some 
plants  could  bear  was  reached,  and  death  ensued.  Most  of  these 
are  tropical  plants  of  which  Hongkong,  Formosa,  the  Luchu 
Islands  in  the  Far  East,  and  the  Sikkim  Himalaya  in  India  are 
the  northern  limits  of  the  geographical  area  from  whic  they  have 
been  recorded.  Of  the  plants  killed  or  injured,  Ficus  Harlandiy 
Benth.,  Gordonia  anomala,  Spreng.,  and  Garcinia  obhngifolia^ 
Champ,  are  known  only  from  Hongkong.  Although  many  of  our 
indigenous  plants  have  not  been  yet  discovered  elsewhere,  it  is  to 
be  expected  that  when  China  is  better  known  they  will  be  found 
over  a  larger  area  than  the  restricted  one  of  this  island.  The  fact 
of  the  above  named  plants  having  succumbed  to  the  late  frost 
indicates  that  when  they  are  discovered  elsewhere  they  will  be 
found  southward  of  Hongkong. 

Considerable  damage  to  vegetation  seems  to  have  been  caused 
about  Canton  where  tne  alluvial  lands  are  highly  cultivated. 
The  Reverend  Dr.  B.  C.  Henry,  in  a  letter  dated  26th  January, 
informs  me  that  "  The  destruction  of  vegetation  about  Canton 
has  been  very  great.     The   banana  plantations  ''  are   ruined,   and 
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the  bamboos  have  suffered.  The  Aleurites  triloba  look  all  shriTel- 
led  up,  while  "  BegonicLs^  Euphorbias^  Crotons  and  scores  of  others 
are  simply  destroyed."  What  Dr.  Hbnry  reports  indicates 
severer  weather  at  Canton  than  here,  as  is  proved  by  the  reports 
of  the  steamers  above  referred  to.  Aleurites  triloba  leaves  being 
shrivelled  up  at  Canton,  while  thev  are  here  at  300  feet  altitude 
uninjured,  but  at  600  feet  here  they  are  affected,  and  completely 
destroyed  a  little  higher  up  the  hill. 


x^sr.-RBi-snBi"'ws. 


^nnual  f  rogress  Report  of  State  Forest  ^dmiDistiation 
in  Hew  South  Wales,  for  1891. 

Last  October  we  noticed  the  Report  for  1890,  and  now  we 
have  received  that  for  the  succeeding  year.  During  1891,  various 
important  steps  were  taken  in  the  direction  of  re-organizing  the 
department  ;  two  Inspecting  Foresters  were  appointed  who  divide 
the  colony  between  them,  and  the  relieving  Forester,  alluded  to  in 
our  last  review,  has  also  been  appointed  ;  the  revenue  is  now 
received  direct  at  the  head  Forest  Office  instead  of  at  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  Office,  the  office  staff  has  been  strengthened,  and  some 
changes  were  made  among  the  Foresters. 

The  area  of  Forest  Reserves  (1,013  in  number)  has  apparently 
increased  since  the  last  report,  being  now  5,600,653  acres,  or  7,815 
square  miles ;  the  revenue  was  £18,455  and  the  expenditure, 
£23,875,  shewing  a  deficit  of  £5,420,  or  rather  more  than  last  year. 
Both  revenue  and  expenditure  have  increased  each  about  £300, 
the  latter  being  chiefly  due  to  "  the  conservation  of  the   red  cedar 

*  upon  the  Northern  Reserves,  the  thinning  of  the  wattle  at  Otford 
^  and  West  Bargo,  and  the  thinning  and   pruning  of  the   valuable 

*  red  gum  saplings  on  the  river   Murray. '     It  is   expected  that 
the  returns  in  a  few  years  will  amplv  justify  the  outlay. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  result  of  forestry  operations 
during  the  year  : — 

"  The  result  of  operations   (the  cost  of  which  is  included  in  a 
previous  statement,)  during  the  season  on   different  reserves  and 

Elantations  is  very  satisfactory.     The  total  number  of  trees  which 
ave  succeeded  and  are  now  making  fair  progress  from   the   dif- 
ferent systems   adopted   in   thinning   and  planting,  are  as  stated 
below. 
From  planting  ...  ...  ...  Rs.       16,450 

„  distribution  to  School  and  public  bodies  „  75,000 
„  thinning  on  the  Murray  (red-gum)  ...  „  2,000,000 
„  „         on  Don  Dorigo  (red  cedar)      ...  „  7,000 

„  „         at    Otford    and     West     Bargo 

(Wattles)  ...  „       128,000 
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'  Total  number  of  trees  growing  in  plantations 
'  and  on  forest  areas  which  have  been  oper- 
'  ated  upon  during  the  year  under  review  ...  „    2,226,450 

*  Roughly  speaking,  the  expense  in  connection  with  these  oper- 

*  ations  has  not  exceeded  three-eights  of  a  penny  per  tree. 

*  The  botanical  work  of  the  department  is  noticed  at  some 
'  length,  no  less  than  eleven   pages   of  the   Report  being  devoted 

*  to  specimens  collected  by  various  people,   and  seeds  and   timbers 
'  sent  away.     This   detailed  list  would  be   more  in  place   in   an 

*  Appendix. 

A  notable  feature  in  the  Colony  is  Arbor  Day,  the  account 
of  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"  In  1890   an  Arbor   Day   in   connection   with   the  Public 

*  Schools  of  the  Oolonv   was  instituted   by   Mr.  J.  H.  Carruthers, 

*  late  Minister  of  Public  Institution,  and  he  decided  that  for   the 

*  year  1891,  the  21st  of  August  be  celebrated  as  a  public  holiday 
'  by  the  Schools  for  Arbor  Day. 

'  At  most  of  the  Public  Schools,  Arbor  Day  was  regarded  as 
*•  a  holiday  either  on  the  particular  day  appointed  or  at  a  later  date 
*'  as  circumstances  permitted. 

'  Most  of  the  trees  supplied  to  the  Schools  were  obtained  from 
'  the  Gosford  State  Nursery. 

'  Every  endeavour  was  made  by  the  Forest  Department  to 
'  execute  the  many  orders  which  were  received  for  trees  and  shrubs, 

*  and  I  think  Arbor  Day  proved  to  be   a   pleasing  and   successful 

*  educational  scheme.     It  brought  parents,   scholars   and   teachers 
'  together  under  agreeable  circums^nces,  and  opened  up  to  youth- 

*  ful  minds  a  fresh  and  almost  unknown  page  in  the  natural  history 

*  of  the  Colony. 

'  Some  4,000  catalogues  of  the  trees  for  distribution,  and  also 
'  of  the  lecture  upon  Arboriculture,  and  the  botanical  drawings 
'  issued  by  the  Forest  Department  were  distributed  by  the  Depart- 
'  ment  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  various  Schools  in  the  Colony. 
'  In  many   cases   also  both  the  lecture  and  the  catalogues   were 

*  distributed  to  the  various  corporate  bodies  in  the  Colony,  to  whom 

*  also  trees   at  the  Gosford  Nursery  were  available. 

*  It  is  estimated  that  during  the  year  something  like  1,000,000 

*  trees  and  shrubs  were  given  away  by  the    Forest   Department  to 

*  Schools  and  corporate  bodies  in  connection  with  Arbor   Day  and 

*  as  exchanges  for  trees,  plants,  and  seeds  received. 

*  Last  year  there  was  some  comment  upon  the  smallness  of 
'  some  of  the  plants  issued  to  schools  and  in  a  few  cases  there 
'  appeared  to  be  a  prejudice   against   small   and   young   plants   in 

*  favor  of  those  of  larger  growui.     No  doubt  in   the  first  instancy 

*  largely  developed  plants  look  much  nicer,  but  they  are  not  always 

*  80  successful  in  maturing." 

The  number  of  plants  of  all  sorts  in  the  Gosford  State  Nursery 
is  1,225,709,  a  considerable  increase  since  the  previous  year,  the 
trees  most  numerously    represented  being  Eucalyptus  corynocalya 
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and  the  sugar  gum,  and  Pinus  imignis,  these  two  with  Ligustrum 
pubescens  forming  numerically  one  half  the  total  number  of  plants 
in  the  nursery,  in  which  there  are  over  220  species  altogether. 

Section  VIII  of  the  report  deals  with  the  planting  and  thinning 
operations  of  the  year.  First  we  have  red  cedar  which  was  planted 
out  both  from  nurseries,  and  from  the  forest,  where  it  was  growing 
too  thickly  together  and  the  result  is  reported  as  most  successful. 
Then  we  have  some  interesting  paragraphs  about  the  struggle 
between  the  mining  population  of  Broken  Hill,  and  the  pastoral 
and  homestead  lessees  who  complain  that  the  edible  shrubs  they 
depend  on  for  feeding  sheep  are  cut  down  for  fuel  by  the  miners. 
Broken  Hill  is  one  of  the  richest  silver  mines  in  the  world  where 
the  lead  ore  which  is  found  with  the  silver  alone  pays  all  expenses 
thus  leaving  the  whole  of  the  silver  as  profit.  Mr.  Ednie  Brown 
writes  : — 

"  Broken  Hill  Mining  Companies  are  a  good  deal  interested 
in  the  source  of  wood  fuel,  and  any  drastic  attempt  to  debar  wood- 
getters  from  obtaining  such  timber  as  there  is  in  the  district  would 
cause  considerable  inconvenience  to  some  of  the  mines.  At  the 
same  time  there  is  the  fiict  that  wood  for  fuel  for  all  purposes  can 
be  imnorted  by  rail  into  Broken  Hill. 

'  On  the  other  hand,  the  Department  of  Lands  is  largely 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  Mulga,  and  all  other  edible  trees 
in  the  district,  as  it  is  the  mainstay  of  the  pastoralists  ;  and  in  that 
droughty  country,  so  frequently  void  of  grass,  the  growth  of  the 
edible  shrubs  upon  pastoral  holdings  is  of  grave  consequence,  and 
therefore  any  depletion  of  such  trees  and  shrubs  must  depreciate 
the  value  of  station  properties. 

*  This  very  serious  matter  is  receiving  consideration  at  the  hands 

*  of  the  department." 

The  thinning  operations  in  the  extensive  forests   of  red  gum 
on  the  Murray  river  are  thus  described  : — 

"  The  forest  contains  a  very  large  number  of  self-grown  seed- 

*  Hngs  and  saplings,  and  it  has  been  found  necessary  owing  to  their 

*  thickness  on  the  ground,  with  a  view  to  the  permanency  of  market- 

*  able  timber,  that  they  should  be  properly  attended  to  in  the  way  of 
'  thinning  and  pruning. 

'  A  start  in  this  direction  was  made   in  April  1891,   the   work 

*  being  continued  till  the  end  of  the  following   June,  when  it  had 

*  to  be  given  up  for  a  time  owing  to  the  land  being  inundated. 

'  Tne  operations,  so  far,  have  been  conducted  along  the  banks 
'  of  the  river  in  the  counties  of  Cadell  and  Wakool. 

*  Some  sixty   men  were   employed  upon   the   work,  and  the 

*  result  was  that  some  3,500  acres   of  forest   land   were  operated 

*  upon. 

'  The  works  were  again  commenced  in  November  of  last  years 

*  and  up  to  the  date  of  this  Report  some  2,000  acres  more  or  less, 

*  have  been  similarly  operated  upon. 
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*'  The  work   is  still   in   progress,   and   about  thirty  men  are 

*  employed  in  connection  with  it. 

*  The  young  trees  are  in  all  stages  of  growth,  ranging  in  height 
^  from  2  feet  ana  3  feet  to  over  50  feet  and  60  feet ;  and  in  all 
'  cases  they  are  of  a  straight  growth,   almost  branchless   except  at 

*  the  top,  healthy,  and  show   every   sign  of  eventually  producing 

*  timber  of  a  knotless  and  superior  quality. 

^  Roughly  stated,  I  may  remark  that  the  thinning  operations 

*  have  so  far  extended   for   about  12  miles  of  frontage   along  the 

*  Murray  River. 

*  It  is  estimated  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  there  have  been  5,500 

*  acres  operated  upon  in  the  manner  described,  and  something  like 
'  350  healthy  young  trees  have  been  left  to  the  acre,  thus  showing 
'  that  up  to  date  about  2,000,000  of  young  trees  have  been  treated 

*  and  will  remain  as  a  standing   crop   to  serve  as  a   future  timber 

*  supplv." 

We  shall  be  interested  in  hearing  the  result  of  this  thinning, 
in  due  course  ;  it  is  estimated  that  in  five  to  ten  years  time,  there 
will  be  a  large  number  of  excellent  piles  available  which  are  worth 
159.  to  35s.  each  at  the  present  day.  The  red  gum  is  Eucalyptu$ 
rostmta,  and  this  is  what  Mr.  Edkib  Brown  writes  about  it : — 

^'  It  appears  that  the  iimber  of  the   red  gum  (Eucalyptus 

*  rostrata)  is  held  in  very  high  repute  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria, 
'  and  is  therefore  preferred   to  any   other  class  of  timber  in  the 

*  construction  of  piers,  wharves  and  bridges,  and  also  for  railway 

*  sleepers. 

*  In   Melbourne,    Sandridge,     and     Williamstown   he    (Mr. 

*  Manton)  reports  having  examined  piles  of  red  gum  which  had  been 

*  over  twenty-seven  years  in  the  ground  and  stul   perfectly  sound. 

*  In  a  wharf  at  Echuca,  constructed  of  red-gum  timber  twenty-five 

*  years  ago,  the  girders  and  planking   are   yet  quite   sound.     The 

*  same  may  be  said  of  a  wharf  at  Moama  erected  sixteen  years  ago. 

*  In  the  early  days  of  the  opening  up  of  the  Murray,  boats  of 

*  various  kinds  were  constructed  of  red-gum  from  the   Murray  and 

*  adjoining  forests,  and  many  of  these,  although   over   twenty-five 

*  years  old,  are  still  in  good  condition. 

'  The  department  is  in  possession  of  a   red-gum   street  paving 

*  block,  obtained  through  the  courtesy   of  Mr.  Mountain,   City 

*  Surveyor,  Melbourne,  which  was  taken  out  of  the  Flinders  Street 

*  roadway  near   King   street,  Melbourne,  after  bein^  there  nearly 

*  eleven  years — ^the  street,  after  being  laid  with  wood  blocks,  having 

*  been  opened  for  traffic  on  the  9th  April,  1881. 

*  Although  this  block  was  situated  in  a  part  subject  to  the 
'  heaviest  traffic,  the  wear  has  only  been  about  three  quarters  of  an 

*  inch,  and  the  wood  of  the  block  is  perfectly  sound. 

*  The  block  was  taken  up  midway   between   the   curbing  and 

*  the  tram  rail,  consequently  it  represents  a  fair  average  wear  upon 
'  the  roadway  at  that  particular  place." 

39 
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It  it  evident  that  the  Director-General  is  going  the  right  way 
to  work  in  endeavouring  to  conserve  and  improve  these  valuable 
forests  which  extend  over  460,000  acres. 

The  loot  paragraphs  of  this  section  are  devoted  to  Wattle  con- 
servation, in  which  the  importance  of  the  true  wattle  for  tanning 
purposes  is  dwelt  upon,  the  present  arrangements  for  stripping  the 
bark  discussed,  and  the  effects  of  thinning  the  natural  wattle 
reserves,  with  proposals  for  future  planting  given. 

In  connection  with  the  introduction  of  exotic  trees,  to  produce 
timber  of  a  lighter  nature  than  the  indigenous  species — ^noticed  in 
our  last  review,  Mr.  Ednib  Brown  states  that  he  has  about  243,000 
plants  available  in  the  Gosford  Nursery,  and  the  specimens  of 
American  ash  grown  in  South  Australia  have  proved  serviceable  for 
staves  of  buggy  wheels.  As  a  beginning,  he  proposes  to  plant  out 
small  areas  with  pine,  cypress,  ash,  oak  or  elm,  as  the  circumstances 
of  each  district  admit. 

The  Report  closes  with  some  interesting  statistics  regarding 
forest  areas  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  of  the  timber  trade 
in  New  South  Wales.  The  usual  list  of  Forest  Reserves  is  given 
in  the  Appendix. 

A,  a. 


Report  on  Canal  Plantations,  H.-W.  P.  for  the  year 
ending  31st.  March,  1891. 

This  Report  was  not  written  till  July,  1892,  but  the  reason  of 
this  delay  is  nowhere  explained.  These  plantations  resemble  in  some 
points  a  small  Forest  Division,  or  large  Range,  with  an  area  of 
86,000  acres,  and  a  net  revenue  of  Rs.  86,000.  The  revenue  was 
lower  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  owing  to  the  completion  of 
the  Nadrai  aqueduct,  and  other  causes,  while  the  expenditure  was 
some  Rs.  10,000  higher,  owing  to  increased  charges  for  sowing 
and  planting  and  clearing  jungle  on  canal  banks  capable  of  har- 
bouring pigs. 

The  number  of  trees  counted  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
1,780,053,  while  140,608  had  been  felled,  the  increase  in  the  number 
counted  being  8,790,  so  that  felling  did  not  diminish  the  stock 
of  the  total  about  45,000  are  over  six  feet  on  girth. 

An  interesting  experiment  is  being  carried  on  on  the  Upper 
Ganges  Canal,  where  4,000  seedlings  of  red  gum  {Eiicalyptus 
Toatrata)  were  planted  out  near  Jawalapur,  in  order  to  see  whether 
this  tree  will  yieM  poles  for  the  extensive  head  works  above  Hurd- 
war.  For  the  temporary  bunds  alone  they  require  13,000  poles  of 
various  sizes  every  year,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  ten  years  the 
red  gum  will  yield  sufficiently  large  poles  for  this  purpose.  From 
what  we  have  seen  in  the  Saharanpore  Botanical  Garoens  there  ig 
no  doubt  that  this   will  be   the  case.      The   difficulty  is   that  the 
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canal  authorities  would  have  to  plant,  say,  15,000  seedlings  every 
year,  and  then  the  carriage  np  stream  for  10  to  17  miles,  or  even 
more,  will  prove  expensive.  At  present,  their  supply  of  these  poles 
is  derived  entirely  from  the  forests  of  Dehra  Dun — ^private  or  Gov- 
ernment— and  a  special  coppice  area  has  been  set  aside  in  the 
Government  forests  near  the  Ganges,  and  is  being  treated  as  such, 
in  order  to  yield  in  the  future  a  regular  supply  of  the  smaller  poles 
at  any  rate  which  are  the  most  numerous.  It  will  be  interesting  to 
observe  whether  the  red  gum  on  the  Ganges  Canal  will  furnish  the 
same  quality  of  timber  as  it  does  in  New  South  Wales.  If  so,  they 
have  certainly  planted  the  right  stuff.  For  the  temporary  bunds, 
it  does  not  much  matter,  as  they  are  washed  away  every  year,  but 
for  permanent  spurs,  the  timber  they  put  in  should  be  durable. 

"  The  Superintending  Engineer  reports  that  the  experimental 

*  plantations  of  Eucalyptus  (chiefly  rostrata  and  robustd)  in  the 
'  Northern  Division  have  been  eminently  successful  so  far.  Of  the 
'  rostrata  sown  in  October  1888,  130  trees  came  into  the  3rd* 
'  class  in  the  enumeration  of  March  1891.  In  the  course  of  an- 
'  other  year  some  idea  may  be  formed  as  to  whether  these  Eucalypti 

*  will  furnish  poles  suitable  for  the  Bhimgoda  crib  works.     If  they 

*  do,  planting  on  a  large  scale  will  be  undertaken. 

It  would  be  as  well  for  the  Canal  authorities  to  calculate  the 
area  necessary  to  produce  the  quantity  of  poles  required  every 
year  :   it  would  probably  take  at  least  12  miles  of  Canal  bank. 

On  the  Agra  Canal,  grazing  and  lopping  are  stumbling  blocks, 
as  the  following  remarks  shew  : — 

"  The  Superintending  Engineer  draws  attention  to   the   very 

*  great  difficulty  of  maintaining  any  kind  of  fence  at  a   reasonable 

*  cost,  and  points  out  that  though  a  thorn  fence  made  of  Kikar 
^thinnings,   as    suggested  by     the    Inspecting    Forest    Officer, 

*  may  be  suitable  for  Forest  tracts,  yet  without  a  large  establish- 

*  ment   to  watch   and  patrol  it,  as   compared  with  the  area  to   be 

*  guarded  in  the  long  narrow  strip  of  canal  plantation,  it  would   be 

*  impossible  to  prevent  the  fence  itself  from  being   carried   away 

*  rapidlv  for  fuel  in  the  adjoining  villages. 

'  The  Superintending  Engineer  further  points  out  that   apart 

*  from  the  damage   done   by  cattle  grazing   on  young   plantations, 

*  there  is  another  cause  of  very  serious   damage  to  the   young  trees 

*  with  which  the  Canal  plantation  establishment  that  can  be  employ- 

*  ed  is  quite  unable  to  cope,  viz^  the  wholesale  lopping  that  goes  on 

*  in  order  to  obtain  young  shoots  as  food  for  goats  and  cattle.  This 
'  is  a  well-known  evil  on  this  Canal.  The  Superintending  Engineer 
^  suggests  that  the  district  authorities   might   he  induced  to   help 

*  in  this  matter." 

The  net  revenue  of  the  canal  plantations  is  a  mere  drop  in  the 
ocean  compared  to  what  they  receive  from  irrigation,  and  a  very  large 
part  of  it  might  be  devoted  to  making  a  permanent  wire  fence  : 
wire  netting  tor  choice  with  iron  standards  ;  such  a  fence  when 
once  set  up  would  be  indestructable   and  absolutely  efficient   and  it 
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would  be  a  sound  policy  to  devote  Rs.  50,000  a  year  out  of  the  net 
revenue,  which  can  well  afford  it,  until  the  whole  system  of  canals 
is  fenced  from  beginning  to  end.  According  to  the  figures  in  the 
B.eport,  there  are  about  2,400  miles  of  boundary  but  much  of  this  is 
said  to  be  already  fenced,  though  doubtless  not  in  a  permanent 
manner.  Supposing  it  were  necessary  to  fence  half  of  this,  it  could 
probably  all  be  done  in  10  years. 

A.  S. 


Report  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  Burma,  for 

1891-92, 

This  big  Report,  lately  received,  contains  nothing  much  likely 
to  be  of  special  interest  to  Forest  Officers,  though  it  is  remarkable 
as  an  evidence  that  good  solid  work  is  being  done  in  the  matter  of 
revenue  survey  and  assessment.  The  Report  is  illustrated  by  a 
series  of  district  maps  which  we  have  found  very  interesting. 


^Sr.-SBCITTA-R, 


The  f  eople's  Tiger. 

In  the  People's  Park  at  Madras  has  lately  been  incarcerated 
a  tiger  which  was  captured  in  the  forests  of  Tinnevelly  by  Mr. 
C.  Dupr^  Thornton.  The  method  employed  was  a  cage  made  of 
palmyra  rafters  and  iron  bars,  with  a  trap  door,  and  a  separate 
chamber  which  contained  the  bait — ^a  goat.  The  following  extract 
from  the  Madras  Times  will  be  interesting  : — "  Yesterday  I  pai<l 
*•  him  a  visit.  He  knew  his  old  master  at  once  and  rushed  at  the 
'  bars  in  a  most  affectionate  way  which  I  was   accustomed  to  ;  but 

*  the  bystanders,  who  didn't  know  his  tricks,  fled  in  alarm.  He 
^  is  as  savage  and  surly  as  ever.  In  the  day  he  disdains  to  eat  any 
'  meat,  but  at  night  he  is  forced  to  eat.  Mis  rations  are  25  lbs. 
'  of  meat  a  day,  or  about  a  goat  and  a  half.     The  old  keeper  relates 

*  that  he  was  very  savage  when  first  let  in.     He  jiunped   with  one 

*  bound  to  a  window,  near  the  ceiling,  but  the  bars  stood  firm,  and 
'  stripes  was  sold.  For  two  or  three  days  he  bounded  backwards  and 
'  forwards  in  his  new  home,  refusing  to  eat  anything,   and  flying 

*  at  the  bars  when  anyone  came   near.     It   will   require  years  of 

*  imprisonment  to  tame  his  proud  spirit.  He  wants  a  mate  very 
'  badly,  as  the  tigress  in  the  Zoo  is  old  enough  to  be  his  grand- 
'  mother.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  may  be  able  to  catch  a 
'  tigress  in  the  same  way  as  I  caught  the  tiger,   and  send  her  up  to 
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Spoit  in   Austro-)Iungary. 

The  January  number  of  the  Revue  des  Eaux  et  Forits  after 
discussing  the  merits  of  smokeless  powder  for  sporting  purposes 
enumerates  the  bags  made  by  various  sportsmen  during  the  past 
year  in  different  parts  of  Austria.  Without  giving  the  details  of 
these  bags,  many  of  which  are  enormous,  we  may  quote  the  loUow- 
m<f  which  may  interest  some  of  our  shikari  readers.  It  is  the 
o^cial  list  of  the  game"  killed  in  jCis-Leithania  only  (and  exclusive 
of  Dalmatia)  during  the  year  1890,  11,470  red-deer;  2,764  fallow 
deer  ;  65,303  roe  buck  ;  7,038  chamois  ;  2,640  boars  ;  1,395,838 
hares ;  83,687  rabbits  ;  526  marmots  ;  4,950  capercailzie  ;  21,635 
grouse  ;  1,960  ptarmigan  ;  3,524  rock  partridges  ;  152,796  pheas- 
ants ;  1,105,579  partridges  ;  91,167  quail ;  42,450  woodcock  ; 
1,939  wild  geese  ;  49,590  wild  duck  ;  39  bears  ;  136  wolves  ;  32 
lynxes  ;  26,163  foxes  ;  9,712  martins  ;  25,877  weasels ;  1,150 
otters  ;  4,199  badgers  ;  432  eagles  ;  120,703  hawks  and  falcons  ; 
86,818  owls. 


V'l.-B^TS-A.OTS,    ITOTBIS    .A.XT3D    QTJSIEtXSS. 


Roadside  Arboriculture  in  Bengal. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Worsley,  Magistrate  of  Monghyr,  has  drawn  up  the 
following  report  regarding  the  system  of  planting  trees  followed  by 
him,  when  he  was  m  charge  of  the  district  of  Moznfferpore,  and 
the  Qovernment  has  directed  that  it  be  circulated  to  all  district 
officers  and  district  boards  : — 

"When  I  first  commenced  the  system  of  planting  trees  along 
*the  sides  of  roads  in  Mozufterpore  district  in  the  year  1877,  I 
'  adopted  the  plan  which,  I  believe,  is  usually  followed  by  inexpe- 
'  rienced  amateur   planters,   of  working  through   contractors,  and 

*  allowing  them  to  plant  very  young  trees  or  to  raise  them  from  seed 

*  in  the  spots  where  the  trees  were  intended  to  grow  up.     Each  of 

*  these  yoang  trees  or  seedlings  required  to  be  protected  by  a  gabion 

*  or  bamboo  fence,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  expenses  of 

*  repairing  or  renewing  the  fences  and  of  supplying  water  to  the 
'  young  trees  in  the  hot  season  were  more  than  the  District  Road 

*  Fund  could  conveniently  bear.   I  accordingly  tried  the  experiment 

*  of  raising  young  trees  in  nurseries  from  seed  sown  either  in  pots  or 

*  hi  the  open  ground,  and  of  planting  them  out  along  the  sides  of 

*  roads  when  five  or  six  feet  high.   It  naving  been  found  in  practice 

*  that  the  young  trees  so  raised  in  pots  succeeded  best,  this  system 

*  was  generally  adopted  in  Moznfferpore  from  the  year  1880. 
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In  my  report  No.  99,  dated  6th  February,  1880,  for  the  Road 
Cess  year  1878-79  (published  in  pages  1471-1479  of  Part  II  of 
the  Calcutta  Gazette,  dated  29th  September,  1880),  I  described  at 
some  length  the  operations  of  the  Mozufferpore  Road  Committee 
in  connection  with  the  planting,  and  the  subjoined  extracts  will 
explain  the  advantages  of  their  system  : — 

^*  On  all  othei  roads  the  trees  are  fenced  with  strong  bamboo 
gabions,  six  feet  in  height  and  two  feet  six  inches  in  diameter, 
made  on  one  uniform  plan,  and  built  round  the  tree  when  planted 
in  the  following  manner  : — 

"'  Five  whole,  not  split,  bamboo  posts  eight  feet  in  length  and 
not  less  than  oneand-a-half  inches  in  diameter,  are  sunk  in  the  ground 
to  a  depth  of  two  feet  at  equal  distances  from  each  other,  and  a 
radius  of  15  inches  from  the  stem  of  the  tree.  Four  pieces  of  split 
bamboo  are  then  placed  between  the  posts,  and  split  bamboos  are 
woven  in  basket  fashion  to  a  height  of  six  feet,  the  last  six  inches 
being  passed  through  loops  in  the  bamboo  posts  to  prevent  travel- 
lers removing  and  untwisting  the  basket-work,  which  was  a  common 
and  very  mischievous  practice,  and  one  that  caused  continual 
labour  and  considerable  expense  in  repairs.  I  may  add  that  the 
system  now  adopted  has  been  absolutely  successful  in  preventing 
such  mischief  and  injury  ;  as,  although  easy  to  twist  the  split  bam- 
boos through  the  loops  when  green,  it  is  most  difficult  to  remove 
them  when  they  have  become  dried  and  set. 

Nursery  orardens. — ^Two  nursery  gardens  have  been  established 
during  the  last  Road  Cess  year  1878-79 — one  at  the  dak  bungalow 
in  Mozufferpore,  the  other  in  the  District  Engineer's  grounds.  The 
formation  of  nursery  gardens  was  rendered  necessary  for  several 
reasons,  amongst  them  the  following  : — 

"  (1).  The  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  young  fruit 
trees  of  even  inferior  description. 

"  (2).  The  policy  of  planting  none  but  good  varieties  and 
descriptions  of  fruit  trees,  so  as  to  ensure  eventually  from  the  sale 
of  the  fruit  a  handsome  return  for  the  outlay  and  expenditure 
incurred  in  planting  and  maintaining  them. 

"  (3).  To  prevent  injury  in  transplanting  trees  with  tap  roots 
finch  as  Artocarptis  irdegrifoliay  Ba^sia  tatifolia^  and  Dalbergia  Sissoo 
by  raising  them  in  pots,  it  having  been  found  by  practical  expe- 
rience most  difficult  to  transplant  such  trees  satisfactorily.  Experi- 
ence has  impressed  the  necessity  of  using  pots  for  all  future  nursery 
operations  as  being  eventually  a  safer  and  more  economical  way  of 
raising  and  transplantiog  young  trees  than  in  and  from  the  oyien 
ground.  After  much  care,  time,  and  expense  have  been  laid  out 
and  incurred  on  the  young  trees  in  the  nurseries,  it  is  very  dis- 
appointing to  find  them  dying  a  few  days  after  being  transplanted, 
in  consequence  of  injurv  to  tap  roots,  and  here  I  would  observe 
that  it  is  very  inadvbable  to  plant  out  any  trees  less  than  two  years 
old.  The  cost  of  tending,  watering,  and  maintaining  them  is  much 
less  in  the  nurseries  than  when  they  are  scattered  over  many  miles 
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of  roads,  and  as  the  existence  of  a  bamboo  fence  such  as  is  used  in 
ibis  district  is  three  to  four  years  by  the  time  it  is  worn  out,  its 
need  is  no  longer  required,  the  trees  being  five  to  six  years  old, 
and  strong  enough  to  do  without  such  protection.  We  have  now 
in  the  nurseries  14,112  well  grown  young  trees,  which  will  suffice 
for  about  80  mQes  of  road,  which  is  about  the  annual  average 
length  of  avenue  planted  in  this  district." 

I  may  mention  that  the  pots  in  which  young  trees  are  raised 
should  be  buried  in  shallow  trenches,  each  trench  being  long  and 
broad  enough  to  hold  400  or  500  pots  placed  as  close  together  aa 
they- will  stand  in  parallel  rows.  The  rims  of  the  pots  should  be 
slightlv  below  the  level  of  the  surrounding  ground,  so  that  they 
may  all  be  easily  and  cheaply  flushed  with  water  every  two  or 
three  days  during  the  hot  season  from  an  adjacent  well.  Between 
the  trenches  there  should  be  narrow  raised  pathways  by  which  the 

gardeners  may  obtain  access  to  the  trees.  It  will  be  necessary  as 
8  trees  advance  in  height  to  turn  the  pots  occasionally  ;  other- 
wise the  roots  are  apt  to  strike  through  the  pots  and  to  penetrate 
the  ground.  It  is  best  to  prepare  the  trench  of  the  required  length 
and  breadth  in  the  first  place,  next  to  arrange  the  pots  in  rows 
therein,  and  then  to  fill  up  the  spaces  between  the  rows  with 
earth.  Where  flower-pots  are  as  cheap  as  they  are  in  Mozuffer- 
pore,  vtV.,  from  Rs.  3  to  Rs.  4  per  100,  no  hesitation  should  be 
lelt  about  breaking  each  pot  at  the  time  of  transplanting  a  young 
tree. 

As  regards  the  distance  apart  at  which  trees  should  be  planted 
on  roadside  avenues,  much  depends  on  the  kind  of  tree  and  on  the 
locaUty.  As  a  general  rule,  I  would  plant  Pipul,  Bur,  and  Rain* 
trees  50  feet,  and  all  the  others  in  the  list  from  80  to  40  feet. 

If  trees  are  not  planted  out  by  the  sides  of  the  roads  until  they 
are  5  or  6  feet  high,  and  if  they  are  planted  out  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  rainy  season,  they  will  not  require,  in  a  climate  like 
that  of  North  Behar,  to  be  watered  in  the  following  hot  season. 
By  that  time  their  roots  will  have  reached  such  a  depth  as  to  be 
able  to  dispense  with  artificial  supplies  of  water,  and  nothing 
beyoad  general  supervision  and  attention  to  the  state  of  the  gabions 
will  be  required.  This  duty  can  easily  be  performed  by  members 
of  Road  Committees,  and  the  officers  of  their  engineering  depart- 
ments. In  drier  parts  of  the  country,  it  may  be  necessary  to  give 
water  daring  the  succeeding  cold  and  hot  season.  And  it  may  be 
advisable  in  very  dry  localities  to  adopt  the  plan  of  sinking  a  pot 
(kubi)  near  the  root  of  each  plant,  and  keeping  it  filled  with  water 
at  all  times  of  drought  during  the  first  year  or  two  after  trans- 
plantation. 

The  holes  in  which  the  trees  are  to  be  planted  by  the  roadside 

onght  to  be  carefully  prenared  some  months  beforehand,  and  some 

ola  manure,  where  available,  should  be   mixed  with   the   earth. 

These  holes  should  be  at  least  2^  feet  wide  and  2  feet  deep,  but  if 

money  be  available,  larger  holes,  say  4  feet  in  diameter  and  3  feet 
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deep,  are  preferable.  The  height  of  the  gabion*  is  of  great  im- 
portance. The  two  evils  to  be  guarded  against  are  {1)  "the 
poisoDous  tooth/  as  Virgil  calls  it,  "  of  the  accursed  goat  which 
18  certainly  more  injurious  to  the  young  tree  than  winter  coJd  and 
summer  heat,  and  (2)  the  mischievous  liabit  which  travellers  have 
of  breaking  off  the  young  shoots  of  the  mango  and  some  other 
kinds  of  trees  and  using  tnem  as  tooth  brushes.  In  places  where 
white  ants  abound,  it  is  a  ^ood  plan  to  smear  with  tar  the  ends  of 
the  posts  before  fixing  them  in  the  ground,  and  a  daub  or  two 
across  other  parts  of  the  posts  will  deter  villagers  from  extracting 
and  appropriating  them  for  their  own  use. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  that  avenues  be  planted  with  due 
regard  to  symmetry  and  convenience,  and  that  large  and  small 
fruit-bearing  and  timber  trees  be  not  planted  indiscriminately 
together.  If  it  is  intended  eventually  to  sell  the  fruit  of  fruit- 
bearing  trees  year  by  year,  it  will  be  most  convenient  to  plant  a 
few  miles  of  each  road  with  each  of  the  most  valuable  kinds  of 
fruit  trees  e.  g.y  five  miles  with  Mangifera  indica  five  miles  with 
Artocarpus  intearifolia^  five  miles  with  Bassia  lati/olia^  &c.  This  is 
the  principle  which  I  adopted  in  Mozufferpore  town,  where  I  planted 
about  12  miles  of  avenues  with  12  different  kinds  of  trees,  fruit- 
bearing  and  timber,  allowing  one  mile  or  so  for  each  kind  of  tree. 

The  trees,  which  shouldspecially  be  planted  where  the  soil  is 
suitable  for  their  growth;  are  the  following  ; — 

Fruit  trees. 

Native  name. 


Botanical  name. 
Mangifera  iudica. 
Eugenia  Jambolana. 
Af'gle  Marmelos. 
Bassia  latifoiia. 
Artocarpus  integrifolia. 


Swietenia 


Botanical  name. 
Mahogani. 
•••     macrophylla. 
Omelina  arborea. 
Dalbergia  Sissoo. 
Cedrela  Toona. 
Casnarina  cquisetifolia. 
Pon^amia  glabra. 
Albizzia  Lebl>ek. 
Pithecolobium  Saman. 
Lagerttr^mia  Kegine.^ 
Pterospermnm  act-rifoliam. 

Fions 


(religioea. 
bengalensis. 


Jtimun. 
Bel. 
JUohwa, 

J  ah  (or  KantaL) 
Timher  treeg. 

Native  name. 
Ma  kogany, 

Lfirgf*-ltavrd  Mahogany. 
£ymbar  or  Gambar, 

Jhao, 

Kf/ranj, 

Siri^h, 

Rain-tree, 

Jarvl. 

Kvnuk  Champa, 

Pipal, 

Bur. 


Note.— In  the  case  of  the  two 
Bar)  it  is  best  not  to  plant  seedlings. 


lecies  of  Kicus  in  the  above  list  (Fipal  and 
but  branches  of  adult  trees.    The  branches 

■elected  should  be  straight,  from^four  to  eight  feet  long  and  from  three  to  ^V9 

inches  in  diameter. 

*  If  a  bamboo  gabion  is  too  expensive  or  inconvenient,  a  moand  of  earth 
topped  with  aloe  leaves,  or  a  ring  of  bricks  placed  alternately  to  •■  to  admit 
lignt  and  air,  where  bricks  are  cheap,  may  be  substituted. 
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When  I  left  Mozufferpore  district  in  December  1882,  the  total 
length  of  avenues  on  the  district  roads  was  about  210  miles,  most 
of  which  were  in  very  fair  condition  ;  while  along  some  12  miles 
of  roads  in  Mozufferpore  town  there  were  about  2,800  trees  all  of 
valuable  kinds,  which  had  been  planted  and  maintained  under  my 
own  immediate  supervision  at  less  than  an  average  cost  of  Re.  1-8 
per  tree  and  most  of  which  no  longer  required  any  special  pro- 
tection.— (^Indian  Agriculturist,) 


Forests  in  Russian  Turkestan. 

According  to  the  February  number  of  the  Geographical 
Journal^  Russian  Turkestan  is  so  poor  in  forests,  and  the  existing 
woodlands  have  suffered  so  much  of  late  from  reckless  cutting,  that 
attempts  are  now  being  made  to  replant,  partly  in  the  mountains 
and  partly  in  the  Steppes.  It  is  estimated  that  of  the  total  area 
of  Turkestan  (162,000,000  acres),  the  territory  has  but  945,000 
acres  of  forest  land  in  the  mountains,  and  nearly  16,000,000  acres 
of  bushland  in  the  Steppes.  As  to  the  plantations  of  trees  which 
are  met  with  in  all  native  towns  and  villages,  they  cannot  even 
satisfy  the  wants  of  the  steadily  increasing  population  for  building 
purposes.  The  saxaul  tree  has  been  pitilessly  exterminated  all 
along  the  banks  of  the  Syr  Daria,  and  for  a  great  distance  around 
the  centres  of  population,  and,  as  natives  say,  "  the  saxaul  has  fled 
into  the  depth  of  the  Steppes."  The  forests  in  the  mountains  were 
also  recklessly  cut  down  till  the  year  1879.  At  the  same  time,  the 
whole  of  the  region  is,  from  some  physical  change,  generally  under- 
going dessication.  Both  glaciers  and  rivers  are  decreasing  ;  the 
lakes  dry  up  ;  the  extremes  of  temperature  become  more  marked  ; 
and  the  moving  sands  are  increasing  in  area.  The  recent  attempts 
at  planting  forest  trees,  without  irrigation,  which  where  made  in 
the  province  of  Samarcand  in  1880,  have  proved  quite  successful ; 
so  also  the  attempts  made  in  the  dry  Steppe  in  the  south  of  Samar- 
cand, between  the  Shaar-sabiz  Mountains  and  the  Dargh  Canal, 
where  nearly  400  acres  were  planted.  Since  1880  the  system  has 
been  improved,  the  young  trees  being  now  planted  on  the  slopes  of 
the  hills  in  terraces,  which  follow  the  contour  lines.     {Pioneer.) 


Old  Dehra-Dunite  News, 

The  Athletic  sports  of  the  Bengal  Nagpur  Railway  Rifles, 
came  off  on  the  2nd  March  at  Nagpur  when  no  less  than  five  first 
prizes  in  addition  to  a  special  prize  were  won  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Haslett, 
D.  D.  R.,  who  is  a  Volunteer  in  the  corps. 
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The  prizes  won  by  him  were  for  the  following  events. 
1st  in  the  100  yards  flat  race  ; 
„    „    „     120      „       hurdle  race  ; 

»    yy    «       i  mil©  fla*^  race  5 
„    „    „     200  yards  flat  race  ; 
„    „    „  three  legged  race  with  Mr,  Middleton  ; 
And  the  special  prize  given  by  Colonel.  Wynne   for  the  best 
all  round  man  at  the  sports. 

Mr.  Haslett  was  running  in  very  good  form  and  with  a  little 
more  training  would  be  an  excellent  runner. 

P.  H.  C. 


fellows  of  Coopers  Hill. 

We  hear  from  England  that  the  following  old  Coopers  Hill 
Forest  Students  have  been  appointed  *  Fellows  of  Coopers  Hill., 
C.  G.  Rogers  ;  B.  B.  Osmaston  ;  H.  H.  Haines  ;  F.  A.  Leete ; 
S.  Carr.   We  offer  them  our  congratulations. 

Technical  Education  for  Geologists  and  foresters. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact,  which  may  be  usefully  borne  in  mind 
by  the  promoters  of  Technical  Education,  that  the  Government  of 
India  have,  in  the  Resolution  published  in  last  Saturday's  Gazette^ 
declared  that  the  system  of  appointing  Asiatics  as  probationers  in 
the  Geological  Department  must  be  abandoned.  The  reason  given  is 
that  habits  of  observation  and  practical  inquiry  are  not  sufficiently 
developed  in  natives  by  the  present  system  of  education.  We  are 
aware  that  the  late  Director  of  the  Geological  Department,  Mr. 
Medlicott,  took  a  still  more  hopeless  view,  and  insisted  that  origi- 
M  nal  investigation  of  high  class  could   never  be  expected  from   uie 

3^  native  of  this  country  at  all.     The  Government  of  India  have  never 

ifp  accepted  this  conclusion.      Indeed,  in   the  Resolution  just  quoted, 

;ti|  they  imply  their  belief  that  the  qualities  essential  to  independent  and 

l!-|  original  work  in  the  field  of  ffeological  investigation   can,  and  will, 

[ll;!!;  be   produced  by  an  improved   system   of  school  education.      This 

^■'  view  is  confirmed   by   experience  in  the   Forest   Department,  in 

^  which  some  of  the  students  who  have  received  a  practical  education 

if!  in  the  field  and  in  the  museum,   and  whose   powers  of  observation 

•^'  have  been  trained  and  stimulated  by  the  instruction  adopted  at  the 

'■'^  Dehra    Forest     School    have   shown    considerable     aptitude   for 

!;  original  research.      It  may  be   hoped  that  the   reforms  now  being 

;f  introduced  into   the  general  educational  system   of  India,   yrill  re- 

'  '  move  from  it  the  charge  of  being  unable  to  turn  out  students  fitted 

^:7  for  the  important  work  of  scientific  research,   on  which  the   future 

i*  development  of    the   wealth  of  the  country   so   much  depends. — 

{Pioneer). 
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Sapless  Cedar  Block  faving. 

In  a  paper  recently  read  before  the  Western  Society  of 
Engineers  and  printed  in  the  Journal  of  the  Association  of  Engineer- 
ing Societies^  Mr.  Thomas  Appleton  gives  a  brief  account  of  the 
manufacture  and  durability  of  the  sapless  cedar  block  paving,  or, 
in  plainer  terms,  a  pavement  of  cedar  blocks  from  which  the 
sapwood  has  been  removed,  now  in  use  in  the  town  of  East  Saginaw, 
Mich.  Prior  to  1886  the  cedar  paving  blocks  used  were  sawn 
from  peeled  cedar  fence  posts,  tne  bark  and  knots  only  being 
removed.  On  most  of  the  streets  of  the  town  the  travel  was  not 
heavy  enoagh  to  wear  out  this  pavement  before  it  perished  by 
decay.  This  decay  naturallv  tooK  place  soonest  in  the  sapwood, 
which,  being  softer  than  the  heartwood,  broomed  up  and  wore 
away,  leaving  a  rounded  top  surface  to  the  block,  and  making  a 
very  rough  pavement  in  a  few  years.  It  was  therefore  decided  to 
try  a  cedar  paving  block  with  the  sapwood  removed.  The  first  of 
this  was  laid  in  1886,  and  since  that  time  no  other  kind  has  been 
used.  An  examination  of  the  sapless  block  paving  laid  in  1886, 
made  in  October,  1892,  showed  that  the  blocks  were  sound  on  all 
sides,  and  that  there  had  been  very  little  brooming.  Details  of  the 
manufacture  and  co.^t  of  these  sapless  cedar  blocks  are  given  as 
follows  by  Mr.  Appleton  : — 

In  manufacturing  the  sapless  blocks,  the  cedar  is  first  sawed 
into  block  lengths.  It  is  not  necessary  to  remove  the  bark,  as  it 
comes  off  with  the  sapwood.  The  blocks  are  then  taken  to  a  press 
or  punching  machine.  The  bed  of  this  machine  has  holes  4  ir., 
5  in.,  6  in.,  7  in.,  8in.,  9  in.,  and  10  in.  in  diameter.  At  the  top 
of  these  holes  circular  collars  or  knives  are  secured,  standing  up 
2  in.  or  3  in.  above  the  bed  plate.  A  block  is  placed  on  one  of 
these  knives,  and  the  plate  descending  forces  the  block  down 
through  the  hole  in  the  bed,  while  the  sapwood  and  bark  is  shaved 
off  above  the  bed.  The  intention  is  to  take  off  all  the  sapwood  and 
no  more,  so  that  the  attendant  places  the  block  over  the  largest  die 
that  he  thinks  the  heartwood  will  fill.  In  case  he  misjuoges  the 
size  of  the  heartwood,  and  the  resulting  block  still  has  some  sap- 
wood  upon  it,  the  block  can  be  puncned  again  throagh  the  next 
smaller-sized  die,  and  the  sapwood  entirely  removed.  Generally, 
the  defective  blocks  as  they  come  from  the  punching  press  are 
taken  to  a  second  machine,  which  has  one  straight  knife  and  other 
knives  of  various  radii  of  curvature,  and  these  fit  in  the  bed,  and 
remove  the  sapwood  and  bark  or  any  decayed  wood  that  may  be 
on  one  side  of  the  block. 

The  block  from  the  punching  press  has  a  very  pretty  ap- 
pearance. Each  block  is  a  perfect  cylinder,  with  sides  straignt 
and  true.  No  knots  or  bunches  are  left,  so  that  they  can  be  set 
close  together  in  paving.  Those  that  have  passed  through  the 
second  machine  have  equally  straight  sides,  but  their  cross-section 
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is  not  always  a  true  circle  ;  it  may  be  a  segment  of  a  circle  with 
a  straight  side.  But  there  are  plenty  of  places  for  split  blocks, 
and  lon^  as  the  block  are  sound  and  free  from  sapwood  it  is  not 
essential  that  they  should  all  be  exactly  cylindrical. 

The  common  cedar  block  is  made  only  from  small-sized  trees, 
of  such  size  as  would  be  used  for  fence  posts.  The  sapless  block 
is  made  from  any  size  of  tree,  large  or  small,  solid  or  hollow-hea^t::^d. 
Any  piece  that  has  4  in.  of  good  heartwood  goes  into  paving  blocks, 
but  the  wood  is  all  heartwood,  and  of  good  sound  timber. 

The  average  cedar  block  has  from  25  per  cent,  to  35  per  cent, 
sapwood  upon  it.  Sap  f  in.  thick  on  a  7  iu.  block  would  make  24 
per  cent,  sapwood.  On  a  4  in.  block  the  same  thickness  of  sapwood 
would  make  34  per  cent,  of  the  entire  area  of  the  block.  On  some 
blocks  the  sapwood  will  run  more  than  |  in.  in  thickness.  Throwing 
away  84  per  cent,  of  the  material  adds  to  the  cost  of  the  paving. 
A  ertinent  inquiry  is,  what  does  this  sapless  cedar  block  cost  ? 
On  the  first  piece  of  cedar  block  paving  in  East  Saginaw  the  extra 
cost  for  sapless  blocks  was  10  cents  per  square  yard  over  the  cost 
of  common  blocks.  Recent  figures  for  sapless  block  paving  in 
some  of  our  suburbs  give  a  difiFerence  of  30  cents  per  square  yard. 
It  is  understood  that  this  latter  difference  is  largely  due  to  the  cost 
of  railwav  freight  from  the  block  manufactory  in  Michigan.  If 
the  blocks  were  manufactured  in  this  city  just  as  the  common 
blocks  are,  this  difference  of  30  cents  per  square  yard  would 
probably  be  reduced. —  Timber  Trades  Journal, 
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Churchill  and  Sim's  Circular. 

MARCH  2nd,  1893. 

Bast  Indian  Teak. — Remains  in  poor  demand,  the  deliveries 
for  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  being  only  1,401  loads  as 
compared  with  1,725  loads,  and  2,859  loads  in  1892  and  1891. 
For  February  this  year,  the  figures  are  773  loads,  against  883  loads 
and  1,500  loads  in  the  two  previous  years.  The  market  has  hardly 
varied  in  price,  what  is  wanted  being  more  business.  Future  pros- 
pects largely  depend  on  the  volume  and  the  direction  of  the 
Admiraltv  requirements;  if  any  considerable  proportion  of  the 
supplies  from  Burmah  are  absorbed  by  these  requirements,  markets 
wiil  be  by  no  means  over  pressed  for  some  to  come. 

BosBWOOD,  East  India. — Have  been  rather  more  enquired 
for,  but  the  sales  effected  have  been  at  easier  prices. 
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Satinwood,  East  India. — Logs,  if  large  and  well-figured, 
would  realise  fair  prices,  but  for  planks  and  boards  there  is  no 
demand. 

Ebony,  East  India. — No  sales  have  been  made,  as  the 
demand  continues  very  dull. 

PRICE  CURRENT. 

Indian  Teak  per  load  £9  to  £15 

Satinwood  per  ton  £5  to  £10 

Rosewood  „  £5  to  £9 

Ebony  „  £5  to  £8 

MARKJET  RATES  OP  PRODUCTS. 

{Tropical   Affrictdturisty  March   1893.) 

Cardamoms,  Malabar  per  lb.  2s.  to  2s.6d. 

Croton  seeds  per  cwt.  15s.  to  20s. 

Cutch  „  20s.  to  32s. 

Gum  Arabic,  Madras  „  50s.  to  60s. 

Gum  Kino  „  llOs.  to  120s. 

India  Rubber,  Assam  per  lb.  ls.7d.  to  2s.3d. 

„             Burma  „  Is.Td.  to  l8.11d. 

Mjrabolams,  Bombay  per  cwt  10s.  to  lls.3d. 

„           Jubbulpore  „  8s.9d.  to  9s.6d. 

„           Godavari  „  5s.6d.  to  7s.3d. 

Nux  Vomica,  good  „  8s.  to  9s.6d. 

Orcbella,  Ceylon  „  22s.  to  288. 

Redwood  per  ton  GOs.  to  80s. 

Sandalwood,  logs  „  £9  to  £30 

„           chips  ,,              £4  to  £7 

Sapan  wood  „  40s.  to  90s. 

Seed  lac  pertb.         9s.  to  ls.4d. 

Tl^e  Wood  Trade  iq  Iqdia. 

The  Report  of  the  Special  Commissioner  appointed  by  the  Nor- 
wegian Government  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  trade  in  India  has 
been  issued.  According  to  this  report  wood  is  sold  per  ton  of  50 
cub.  ft.  and  for  a  specification  of  Norwegian  fir  as  follows,  viz,  :  25 
ton  ^  X  6  in.  actual  measure  ;  15  ton  |  x  6  in.  actual  measure ;  10 
ton  f  X  6  in.  actual  measure,  a  price  of£319s.  per  ton  has  been 
obtained.  The  Commissioner  is  of  opinion  that  good  trade  might 
be  established  in  staves,  3  in.  x  2  in.  X  i  in.  and  has  ordered  samples 
to  be  sent  from  Scandinavia  to  India.  At  present  the  greater  part  of 
the  trade  is  with  Singapore.  Ready  made  wooden  houses  sell  well 
in  India,  but  in  this,  says  the  Norwegian  Commissioner  "  we  cannot 
compete  with  the  Swedes."     (Ti'mJ^  Trades  Journal.) 

Did  any  of  oar  readers  oome  across  the  Special  Commissioner  when  in  this 
conntry? 

Hon.  £d. 
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On  Forest   Administration. 

The  article  "On  Forest  Settlement  and  Administration," 
which  appeared  in  the  March  number  of  the  Indian  Forester 
deprecates  the  arrangement  adopted  in  Madras  of  allowing  Revenue 
Officials  a  large  share  in  the  administration  of  forests. 

As  a  Madras  Forest  Officer  who  has  been  in  charge  of  a  district 
for  the  past  10  years,  I  sav  that  I  have  found  but  few  of  the  defects 
pointed  out  by  "  Futaie.'^ 

Futaie  says  that  "  the  control  of  the  Reserved,  as  well   as   of 

*  the  Protected,  is  rapidly  slipping,  or  has  already   slipped,  away 

*  from  the  Forest  to  tne  Revenue  Department."  Here  is  the  chief 
point  in  the  whole  article,  and  I  propose  to  discuss  it  so  far  as 
Madras  is  concerned. 

The  management  of  forests  in  Madras  in   undertaken    by 

(1).     Government. 

(2).     Board  of  Revenue  advised  by  Conservator. 

(2).     Collector  of  the  District  advised  by  District  Forest  Officer. 

The  latter  has  the  chief  management  and  working  of  the 
forests,  of  course,  subject  to  regulations  laid  down  by  the  two 
former.     It  is  with  the  latter  I  propose  first  and  chiefly  to  deal. 

The  Collector  in  Madras  is,  of  course,  the  chief  of  the  District, 
not  only  in  the  Revenue,  bat  also  in  tha  Forest,  Magisterial,  Police, 
and  almost  every  other  Civil  Department. 

The  question  now  arises,  "  Does  the  Collector  stand  in  the  way 

*  of  the  District  Forest  Officer,   or  does   he   help  him  ?  "  I   have 
been  District  Forest  Officer  under  six  Collectors,  and  can  confident- 
Id 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Wi^f 


166 


ON    FOBBST   ADMINISTRATION. 


ly  state  that  the  latter  is  the  case,  at  all  events  with  the  present  gene- 
ration of  Collectors.  The  Collector  of  the  present  day  thoroughly 
understands  that  the  reservation  of  forests  is  beneficial  to  the 
people,  and  that  the  future  agricultural  interests  are  furthered  by 
restrictions  at  present  of  so-caUed  privileges,  such  as  promiscuous 
fellings  in  the  forests,  excessive  grazing,  grassfiring,  forest  clear- 
ings and  even  the  imposition  of  fees. 

The  present  dav  Collector  is  not  afraid  of  dissatisfaction 
occurring  amongst  the  people  in  regard  to  Forest  measures,  pro- 
vided those  measures  are  not  suddenlv  and  immoderately  introduced. 
Thus,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  thousands  of  acres  may  be  closed 
to  felling  or  to  grazing  without  fuss  or  murmur  if  done  gradually  ; 
but,  if  done  suddenly  and  all  at  once,  this  closure  would  probably 
cause  grave  dissatisfaction,  and  even  riots.  In  these  matters,  the 
Collector  is  the  Conservative,  as  compared  with  the  Forest  Radical : 
the  brake  on  the  coach  to  prevent  its  running  down  hill  too  fast. 

It  is  absurd  to  say  that  the  Collector  only  regards  agricultural 
interests,  as  he  i?  the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  and 
does  not  regard  Forest  interests  except  from  an  agricultural 
point  of  view  ;  just  as  much  as  it  would  be  to  say  that  he  does  not 
regard  magisterial  interests,  except  from  an  agricultural  point 
of  view. 

It  is  equally  absurd  to  say  that  the  Revenue  Department 
has  been  '^  bribed  to  take  right  action,  &c."  Collectors  are  being 
shown  that  forest  projects  are  interesting,  and  are  interested 
accordingly,  if  matters  are  properly  and  thoroughly  explained  to 
them.  They  are  being  "  physically  educated  up  to  a  rational  and 
'  impartial  treatment  of  forest  affairs."  The  question  is  rather, 
whether  the  average  forest  officer  is  "  educated  up  to  a  rational  and 

*  impartial  treatment  of  agricultural  and  magisterial  affidrs."  I 
think  not,  I  think  that  his  zeal  over  forest  matters  biasses  him  on 
that  side  ;  and  that  he  is  not  interested  in  agricultural  matters. 
Perhaps  if  he  were  "  bribcnl  to  take  a  right  action  by  the  concession 

*  of  a  larger  share  in  the  management  "  of  agricultural  and 
magisterial  affairs,  he  might  see  that  he  has  been  so  biassed. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Forest  Officer  being  an  assistant  to  the 
Collector  has  a  double  effect.  Firstly^  it  is  my  experience 
that  the  Collector  is  almost  invariably  willing  to  leave  purely 
technical  matters  to  his  forest  assistant;  he  is  willing  to  learn  all 
that  he  can  about  forest  management,  provided  that  the  Forest 
Officer  proceeds  with  tact  and  does  not  setto  work  either  to  lay  down 
the  law  or  to  use  long  technical  phrases,  with  which  the  Collector 
has  no  acquaintance  ;  he  is  willing  to  listen  to  his  District  Forest 
Officer's  arguments  and  be  guided  by  his  opinion,  provided  he  has 
no  weighty  argument  in  return.  Secondly y  the  District  Forest 
Officer  hears  the  Collector's  views  on  the  subject,  taken  if  you 
will,  from  an  Agricultural  or  Magisterial  stand  point ;  and  he 
consequently   sees  both  sides  of  the  question. 
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The  result  is  that  CoUectors  take  a  proper  interest  in  forest 
matters,  and  that  Forest  Officers  take  a  more  unbiassed  view  of  their 
projects,  which  would  not  happen  if  they  were  independent  of 
each  other. 

There  are  other  ways  in  which  the  coalition  strengthens  the 
hands  of  Forest  Officials.  Firstly^  the  Department  bemg  under- 
officered,  we  constantly  find  young  Assistants  or  Extra-Assistants 
of  one  or  two  years'  standing  at  flie  head  of  affiurs  in  a  District 
Presuming  that  this  young  Assistant  is  zealous  in  his  work,  he 
longs  to  make  innovations  and  improvements,  pooh-poohs  custom, 
considers  that  the  thief  of  a  head  load  of  firewood  is  a  greater 
villain  than  a  house  breaker,  or  swindler,  &c.  &c. :  who  >  could  better 
restrain  him  from  making  himself  and  the  department  a  laughing 
stock  than  a  kindly  Collector,  who  knows  enough  about  young 
men  to   do  it  without  hurting  his  Assistant's  feelings  ? 

Again^  without  the  Collector's  authority,  Tahsildars  have  a 
nasty  way  of  acquiescing  in  proposals  to  get  a  thing  done,  but 
six  montns  or  so  afterwards  furnishing  a  most  plausible  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  done.  The  tmie  lost  is  generally,  by 
Europeans,  considered  valuable. 

Aaain^  the  Collector  being  head  of  the  Local  Fund  Board  can 
often  have  roads  and  buildings,  most  useful  to  the  department, 
constructed  from  Local  Funds. 

Again^  the  Collector,  when  visiting  localities  where  Subordin- 
ate Magistrates,  reside,  can,  as  District  Magistrate,  explain  to  such 
Subordmate  Magistrates  that  forest  offences  should  not  be  treated 
as  trivial  one  or  two  anna  offences. 

Thus,  a  great  deal  can  be  gained  for  the  Denartment  by  the 
Forest  Officer  being  Assistant  to,  and  technical  adviser  of  the 
Collector. 

It  is  true  that  lately  the  Board  of  B.evenue  have  taken  upon 
tibemselves  the  control  of  finances  which  formerly  vested  in  the 
Conservator.  The  reason  for  that  was  patent  and  need  not  be 
referred  to  here.  But  the  Conservator  bemg  adviser  to  the  Board 
should,  I  think,  with  tact  and  rationality,  even  now,  have  as  much 
control  over  those  finances,  as  it  was  ever  intended  by  the  Code  for 
him  to  have. 

Finally,  the  concluding  part  of  '  Futaie's'  article  seems  to 
some  extent  to  approve  of  the  coalition  arrangement  existing  in 
Madras  ;  for  he  wishes  a  Forest  Official  to  be  Joint  Secretary 
to  Government.  The  Collector  has  the  District  Forest  Officer,  the 
Board  of  Revenue  has  the  Conservator,  and  why  should  not  the 
Local  Government  have  an  Inspector-General,  to  advise  ? 
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Deodar  in  Kulu. 

The  most  important  tree  of  the  Himalaya,  the  Deodar,  is  not 
unfrequently  found  mixed  with  the  two  Pines,  the  two  Firs  and 
the  three  Oaks,  the  Moru,  (Q.  dilatata)  the  Ban,  (Q.  incana)  and 
the  Karshu,  (Q.  semecarpi/olia.) 

In  Bashahr,  the  tree  extends  to  the  vicinity  of  the  arid  zone 
where  it  is  often  found  associated  with  the  edible  pine  (Finns 
GerardldJid)  which  latter  is  the  most  characteristic  tree  of  the 
dry  climate. 

Pure  Deodar  forests  are  not  rare  in  Kulu.  Such  forests  are 
found  either  on  abandoned  fields  (often  in  the  vicinity  of  Deotas' 
temples);  on  land  where,  I  believe,  shifting  cultivation  had  pre- 
viouslv  been  practised;  or  in  steep  and  generally  inaccessible  locali- 
ties where  they  have  not  been  subjected  to  iU  usage  at  the  hand 
of  man.     All  these  classes  of  pure  forests  are  generally  regular. 

That  loose  soil  is  always  the  best  suited  for  Deodar  is  quite 
apparent  from  the  fact  that  Deodar  encroaches  upon  adjoining 
fields  with  such  a  marked  rapidity,  that  in  a  single  year  acres  will 
be  covered  with  an  almost  continuous  mat  of  seedlings  ;  the  result 
being  that  if  such  fields  are  not  taken  care  of  for  a  few  successive 
years,  they  will  have  ultimately  to  be  given  up  by  the  holders. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Deodar  Feed  would  always  germinate  very 
readily  where  the  soil  is  suflSciently  loose  and  moist,  but  the  young 
seedlings  growing  in  the  open,  where  they  do  not  find  sufficient 
shade,  dry  up  again  in  the  succeeding  hot  months.  Those  exposed 
to  the  south  are  less  likely  to  survive  than  those  growing  on  other 
aspects.  It  is  mostly  on  account  of  the  absence  of  such  shelter  that 
Deodar  sowings  in  patches  in  the  unshaded  areas,  have,  except  in  a 
few  rare  cases,  where  a  couple  of  succeeding  seasons  have  been 
exceptionally  favourable,  almost  always  resulted  in  failure. 

In  such  open  and  unsheltered  localities  I  would  recommend 
that  the  Bltie  pine  should  always  be  raised,  before  Deodar  sow- 
ings or  plantings  are  taken  in  land.  The  Blue  Pine  would  cover 
such  grounds  very  quickly,  and  would,  of  course,  nurse  and  force  np 
the  Deodar  when  the  latter  is  introduced  there.  The  desired  result 
may  be  thus  very  soon  obtained. 

In  many  a  grassy  land  throughout  the  valley,  wherever  firing 
had  been  put  a  stop  to,  if  the  situation  were  in  any  way  favorable 
and  the  seed  trees  were  not  far  distant,  the  young  growth  of  Kail 
subsequent  to  the  occurrence  of  the  latest  fires  reminds  one  of  the 
Eakhs  of  the  lower  hills  where  the  forest  fires  always  result  in  a 
beautiful  crop  of  young  seedlings  of  Dodonoea  viscosa.  It  may  be 
advisable,  therefore,  to  set  fire  to  all  such  open  lands  before  Kail  seed 
is  sown  there.  But  patches  to  receive  seed  should  always  be  kept 
prepared  beforehand.  Deodar  seed  is  heavy,  some  225  grains  per 
ounce.  It  often  falls  close  to  the  seed  bearers.  As  most  of  the 
pure  Deodar  forests  in  Kulu  lie   amongst  cultivation,   whenever  a 
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gofficient  number  of  seed  bearers  fringe  the  outskirts  of  such  forests, 
it  requires  no  labor  or  time  to  find  the  adjacent  fields  full  of  seed- 
lings. 

Unless  such  parent  trees  are  removed  by  some  untrained  hand, 
the  seedlings  would  do  well  under  them  and  very  few  of  them 
are  likely  to  fall  victims  to  the  heat  and  dryness  of  the  following 
seasons.  Thus,  if  left  alone,  Deodar  would  go  on  extending  itseff 
till  it  had  occupied  the  whole  of  the  cultivation. 

The  occurrence  of  pure  forests  standing  on  deserted  lands  may 
be  attril)uted  to  the  Deodar  thus  spreading  from  the  sacred  groves 
surrounding  the  Deotas'  temples  or  from  a  group  of  trees  in  fields. 
The  Deotas  in  Kulu,  whose  presence  in  the  low  lying  Doodar 
forests  probably  accounts  for  the  existence  of  the  latter,  have  been, 
from  time  immemorial,  much  dreaded  by  the  people. 

The  plants  coming  up  from  the  seed  shed  by  the  trees  of  the 
sacred  groves,  were  sometimes  held  to  be  the  property  of  the 
temples,  and  owing  to  fear  of  and  respect  for  the  Deutas,  the 
cultivators  made  no  attempts  to  destroy  them. 

All  forests  which  thus  sprang  up,  have  been  of  late  years  in 
possession  of  the  Forest  Department. 

In  fact,  the  people  in  &ulu  always  looked  upon  the  Deodar  as 
a  temple  tree  and  without  the  previous  permission  of  the  Deotas  it 
eould  not  be  obtained. 

For  every  tree  they  thus  removed,  they  had  always  to  pay 
either  in  cash,  in  goats,  or  in  grain.  Since  the  management  of  the 
Kulu  forests  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Government,  it  has  been 
ruled  that  Deodar  may  not  be  claimed  even  on  payment. 

It  is  also  probable  that  the  district  was  once  more  thickly 
populated  than  it  now  is.  All  the  old  fields  now  occupied  by 
beodar  were  once  cultivated,  but  the  successive  invasions  of  the 
Qoorkhas,  the  Mandi  people  and  the  Sikhs,  resulted  in  their  being 
deserted,  the  conseauence  being,  that  wherever  seed  bearers  were 
at  hand,  the  whole  of  thenieserted  fields  were  taken  up  by  Deodar, 
It  is  on  this  account  that  most  of  the  present  low-lying  Deodar 
forests  of  Kulu  are  often  of  uniform  size  and  age. 

The  present  year  (1893)  has  been  exceptionally  favorable  to 
the  natural  growth  of  Deodar  in  Kulu.  The  winter  of  1891  was 
an  abnormafiy  dry  one,  it  was  therefore  followed  by  a  good  seed 
year. 

There  was  hardly  a  single  Deodar  tree  in  the  valley  which  did 
not  bear  cones  in  1892.  A  large  quantity  of  Deodar  seed  was 
shed  in  November-December,  1892,  and  thanks  to  the  spring 
ndns,  every  seed  seems  to  have  germinated. 

Thus,  the  natural  reproduction,  so  far,  is  very  satisfactory,  but 
the  next  season  may  be  perhaps  comparatively  dry.    Consequently, 
more  than  95  per  cent,  of  the  present  seedlings  may  fail  to  survive. 
Ontheotherhand,  if  the;  succeeding  years  prove  to  be  favor- 
able for  these    young  plants  to  establish   themselves  firmly,  we 
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shall  have,  without  any  labor,  some  of  the  bare  grassy  lands  coTered 
with  Deodar  plants  of  equal  age. 

A  few  regular  and  pure  deodar  forests,  found  in  localities 
where  probably  the  people  used  to  bum  down  the  jungle  in  patches 
to  take  off  it  a  few  crops  occasionally,  have  had  their  origin,  I  be- 
lieve, in  this  manner,  fiut  quite  different  is  the  history  of  pure 
Deodar  forests  found  on  steep  slopes  or  at  high  elevations. 

As  a  representative  of  this  class  of  forests,  may  be  mentioned 
the  RoUa  and  Drad  forests  of  Sahraj,  where  hundreds  of  Deodar 
trees  grow  pure  on  rocky  ledges  in  a  comparatively  poor  soil. 
All  such  forests  were,  in  the  beginning,  1  believe,  either  mixed 
or  pure  forests  of  Pine  and  Spruce.  Deodar  which  somehow  or 
other  got  introduced  there,  drove  out  all  these  species,  thus  forming 
pure  forests  of  its  own.  A  good  example  of  this  may  now  be  seen 
in  the  mixed  forests  of  Mahli  Dhar  and  Bung  in  Sahraj,  where 
Deodar  has  already  begun  to  establish  itself  and  is  expelling  all 
other  species.  In  the  course  of  the  next  few  years.  Deodar  is  sure 
to  dominate  and  ultimately  to^suppress  all  its  companions — the»Chil 
(P.  hngifolid)  the  Kail  (Jr.  eaceUd)  and  the  Rai  (-4.  Smithiana) — 
and  the  forest  will  become  one  of  pure  Deodar. 

But  the  most  dangerous  companion  of  Deodar  is  the  Silver  fir. 
If  all  other  circumstances  are  favorable,  the  Silver  fir  would 
naturally  keep  the  Deodar  back  altogether.  With  the  exception  of 
this  enemy,  I  would  never  recommend  that  any  of  the  usual  com- 
panions snould  be  ringed  or  otherwise  removed.  I  would  always 
leave   the  trees  to  fight  their  own  battle. 

Young  seedlings  of  Deodar  are,  of  course,  readily  browsed  by 
goats,  but  when  once  it  starts  fairly,  it  cannot  be  easily  suppressed. 
About  the  sapling  stage,  however,  the  condition  it  loves  best  is  a 
side  shade  through  the  influence  of  which  the  Deodar  would  clear 
itself  rapidly  of  its  lower  branches  and  attain  tall  boles. 

Pines,  Oaks  and  Rhododendron  when  mixed  with  Deodar,  are 
the  greatest  safeguards  against  fires,  as  they  keep  down  the  under- 
growth of  grass  and  of  more  worthless  species  and  also  greatly 
mcrease  the  production  of  the  soil. 

As  a  rule,  and  naturally  so,  the  reproduction  of  Deodar  in  Kulu 
in  the  mixed  forests  of  Deodar  and  Pines  is  usually  plentiful,  while 
that  of  the  latter  is  invariably  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  because 
no  seedling  of  pine  or  even  of  spruce  would  ever  stand  shade. 

Both  Oaks  and  Pines  and  sometimesSpruce  are  therefore  the 
most  useful  companions  of  the  cedar,  inasmuch  as  they  always 
foster  it  when  it  is  young  and  simply  disappear  when  they  are  no 
longer  required. 

Once  the  Deodar  forms  a  thicket  and  throws  out  its  powerful 
leader,  it  would  grow  in  any  soil  under  even  the  most  imfavorable 
circumstances. 

In  bad  and  poor  soils  the  trees  would  not,  however,  attain 
their  normal  size,  as  is  the  case  in  Dungruthana  Shila,  Paneo, 
Bohara  and  a  good    many  other   forests  and  sometimes    if  they 
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do  attain  the  usual  dimensions,  they  would  begin  to  decay  at  the 
centre  at  a  comparatively  very  early  age,  as  is  the  case  in  Dalogi 
forest,  where  although  the  trees  are  very  tall  and  clean  holed,  they 
have  already  begun  to  rot  at  the  centre  and  probably  in  a  few  years 
hence  none  of  them  will  be  found  healthy  and  sound. 

It  may  also  be  due,  to  some  extent,  to  the  evil  consequences  of 
the  removal  of  dead  leaves  and  consequently  to  the  absence  of 
nitrogenous  substances  that  the  trees  in  tne  Dalo^  forest  have  thus 
begun  to  decay  ;  but  if  the  soil  were  deep  enougn,  they  would  not, 
I  believe,  have  suffered  so  much  through  the  absence  of  humus. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Deodar,  when  it  once  sets  out  fairly  in 
deep  clayey  or  loamy  soils,  would  always  stand  even  the  most 
serious  injuries. 

As  an  instance  of  this  type  of  forests,  may  be  mentioned  the 
Ealandi  Dhar  forest  of  outer  oahraj,  which,  when  the  Mandi  people 
conquered  that  part  of  Kulu  and  set  fire  to  all  hamlets  on  that  side 
was,  probably,  composed  of  straight  Deodar  poles. 

The  moment  the  invaders  left  the  country,  the  people  began 
rebuilding  their  houses.  For  this  purpose  every  available  pole  in 
the  above  forest  was  cut  away.  Tne  stools  len  behind  were  not, 
however,  without  side  branches.  As  soon  as  the  leader  was  off,  the 
remaining  branches  turned  up  to  form  a  number  of  leaders,  the 
result  bemg  that  the  present  growth  at  first  sight  resembles  a 
coppice. 

Similarly,  wherever  in  rich  soils  the  leader  of  an  old  tree  gets 
injured,  the  tree  does  not  die  out,  but  the  nearest  side  branch  turns 
up  to  form  what  is  termed  a  secondary  or  a  false  leader.  Such 
trees  are  found  in  almost  every  old  Deodar   forest  in  Kulu. 

As  the  care  and  proper  supervision  of  Deodar  vrill  have  the 
special  attention  of  the  Forest  Department,  no  Deodar  forest  should 
ever  be  clean  ciU.  I  would  recommend  that  all  Deodar  forests  should 
be  treated  by  selection  felling,  while  we  must  be  very  careful  to  cut 
as  few  trees  as  possible  on  the  steep  slopes. 

I  doubt  very  much  the  advisability  of  Deodar  sowing  in  situ. 
It  is,  I  believe,  more  satisfactory  to  raise  the  plants  in  a  nursery. 

The  principle,  therefore,  which  we  must  never  lose  sight  of  is 
to  have  seedlings  ready  at  hand  to  put  out  just  after  the  felling  oper- 
ations are  over  and  to  give  the  forest  perfect  rest. 

Sometimes,  when  a  virgin  forest  is  felled  over,  where  the 
undergrowth  is  very  scanty,  and  where  the  soil  is  full  of  humus, 
sowing  broadcast  or  in  patches  may  succeed. 

The  bad  effects  of  the  policy  of  falling  back  on  artificial  re- 
production for  filling  up  the  areas  denuded  of  Deodar  by  very 
neavy  felling,  after  having  given  in  vain,  for  years,  sufficient  light 
and  air  to  aUow  a  young  growth  to  spring  up,  are  quite  apparent 
in  the  Nachar  forest  in  Bashahr,  in  Daogi  and  Jibi  in  Sahraj,  in 
Bindraban  and  Phulga  in  Waziri  Rupi,  in  Sandbar  and  Bain  Padru 
in  Upper  Kulu  and  a  good  many  other  forests. 
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In  all  these  areas  heavily  worked  over,  all  conditions  combined 
togetJior  have  been  very  fayorable  to  the  Inxnriant  growth  of  De«- 
nuidium,  Indigofera^  Berheris^  Bramblos,  Mhumum  and  nunerons 
other  weeds.  Such  worthless  species  an»  now  found  occupjing 
every  foot  of  the  ground  and  if  a  Deodar  seedling  comes  up  any- 
where, they  would  overshadow  it  and  would  thus  retard  its  growth. 

We  cannot  possibly  get  rid  of  such  inferior  species  by  cutting 
off  or  ringbarking.  The  best  means  to  clear  them  away,  in  order  to 
re-stock  the  areas  with  Deodar,  would  be,  J  believe,  in  raising  a  tree 
which  would  readily  come  up  under  such  circumstances.  Deodar 
should  always  be  introduced  later  on.  Regenerating  all  such 
rained  forests  otherwise  would  be  a  matter  of  time  and  heavy 
expense. 

At  present,  it  is  most  difficult  to  find  in  any  of  the  above 
forests,  any  traces  of  natural  reproduction  at  all,  while  the  artificial 
sovdngs  and  plantings,  have  not^  produced  the  desired  result, 
except  where  such  operations  were  isiken  in  hand  just  in  time,  as 
was  the  case  in  some  patches  in  Nachar  in  Bashahr,  where  Col. 
Bachelor  had  sown  some  Deodar  seed  broadcast,  just  when  felling 
operations  were  going  on  and  the  worthless  species  had  not  yet 
time  to  spring  up  ;  and  in  the  upper  portion  of  Latura  Forest  in 
Kulu. 

The  natural  reproduction  of  Deodar  in  forests  lightly  worked 
out  is  generally  good. 

As  an  instance  of  this,  may  <be  mentioned  the  Blajdhar  Forest 
ef  Sahraj.  In  is  in  such  forests  that  the  tree  may  be  encouraged 
by  artificial  means. 

Our  aim  must  be  always  to  re*4took  and  improve  the  forests, 
and  therefore  all  badly  growing  and  topsore  trees  should  be 
removed  at  once. 

Subsequent  to  felHngs  and  tlie  removal  of  suppressed  trees, 
all  blanks  must  be  filled  up  as  soon  as  possible  and  invariably 
before   the   inferior  species  have  had  time  to  come  up. 

As  a  rule,  no  forest  should  ever  be  worked  unless  we  have 
got  in  nurseries  at  hand,  a  sufficient  number  of  Deodar  plants  ready 
to  be  used  at  once  wherever  necessary. 

Almost  all  the  workable  Deodar  forests  in  Eulu  have  been  of 
late  years  somewhat  heavily  felled  over.  The  Eulu  forests  are 
«till  unclassed  forests,  the  late  lax  rules  of  the  Department  have 
also  much  added  to  their  present  state  of  depletion. 

The  trees  which  escaped  the  Departmental  axe  were  not  rarely 
removed  and  utilized  by  the  Zammdars,  the  consequence  being 
that  the  present  forests  have  been  to  such  an  extent  exploited,  that 
Eulu  will  hardly  be  able,  for  a  good  number  of  years  to  come, 
to  supply  for  felhng  more  than  fifty  Deodar  trees  a  year. 

Tne  young  Deodar  forests  of  Kulu  are,  however,  well  stocked, 
while  the  plantations  in  the  Upper  Valley,  where  thousands  of 
Deodar  plants  have  been  raised  artificially,  are,  of  course,  of  very 
great  value  and  show  the  masterly  hand  of  the  Forest  Officers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBODAR    IN    KULU. 


178 


In  about  forty  years  time  the  Kuln  Division  will  yield  aunualiy 
the  largest  number   of  Deodar  trees  in  the  Punjab. 

Nearly  all  these  natural  young  Deodar  forests  have  come  up 
in  spite  of  grazing.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion,  therefore,  that 
moderate  grazing  by  cows  and  bullocks  does  not  do  any  damage  to 
the  young  reproduction  of  Deodar.  The  cows  would  hardly  touch 
the  plant,  even  if  there  is  nothing  else  for  them  to  eat. 

The  present  young  Deodar  forests  standing  on  lands  close  to 
villages  in  Kulu,  and  of  necessity  grazed  over  by  cattle  almost 
every  day  during  the  whole  time  the  plants  were  young  and  the 
grass  hacl  not  yet  died  out,  lead  me  to  the  belief  that  cow  grazing 
does  not  much  interfere  with  the  young  growth  of  Deodar. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  would  not  allow  grazing  of  cows  on  slopes, 
but  when  the  most  ruined  forests  on  almost  flat  and  abandoned 
cultivations  have  to  be  re-stocked,  where  the  needles  if  not  tritu- 
rated under  the  feet  of  cows  form  a  thick  covering  of  undecayed 
vegetable  matter  and  the  soil  becomes  matted  with  weeds  and 
inferior  species,  almost  the  only  means  to  encourage  natural  repro- 
duction is,  I  believe,  by  allowing  moderate  grazing.  My  belief  is 
greatly  intensified  by  observation.  I  find  that  all  such  areas 
heavily  felled  over  and  subsequently  kept  fenced  and  closed  have 
thus  got  full  of  needles,  weeds  and  worthless  species,  and  it  is 
sometimes  quite  in   vain  to   search  for  a  single  natural  seedling. 

Great  care  should  always  be  taken  in  gathering  seed.  If  raw 
Hud  unhealthy  seed  is  sown  we  can  never  expect  success.  The 
cotyledons  of  healthy  seed  are  generally  green  and  if  they  are 
not  so,  the  seed  must  be  considered  in  an  unhealthy  state.  As  a 
rule,  the  seed  should  always  be  collected  from  isolated  trees.  The 
seed  of  such  trees  is  genendly  good  and  when  sown  hardly  ever 
fails. 

The  age  at  which  Deodar  trees  in  Kuluatta  in  workable  girth, 
varies  with  soil,  aspect,  altitude  and  other  circumstances. 

It  is  probable  that  the  following  figures  give  a  fairly  accurate 
average. 

GIRTHS. 


4'  (T  to  6  ft. 
AGE. 

6' to  6' 6' 

to  rer 

to  8' 6" 

to  0'6* 

to  lO'O" 

to  iro" 

12' 

50  yean. 

88 

100 

115 

132 

152 

180 

105-200 

From  30  to  35  years  are  probably  sufficient  for  trees  of  4^  feet 
in  girth  to  attain  a  girth  of  6  feet.  This  cannot,  however,  be  said 
to  be  the  case  in  general. 

In  some  compact  pare  forests  where  the  Deodar  grows  close 
together,  the  trees  may  grow  to  a  considerable  height  but  they 
would  hardly  ever  attain  large  girths.     As  an  instance  of  this  type 
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of  forests,  may  be  mentioned  the  Dalogi  Forest  of  Sahraj,  where, 
although  the  trees  are  very  tall  and  the  whole  crop  not  less  than 
300  years  old,  the  average  girth  is  hardly  above  6J  feet. 


Kulu,  8th  April,  1893. 


MIAN  MOTI  SmGH. 


The  Commutation  of  privileges  in  Bahraich. 

The  following  notes  on  a  scheme  for  commuting  the  wood 
privileges  of  villagers  resident  within  3  miles  of  the  State  Forests 
of  the  Motipur  Sange,  Bahraich  Division,  Oudh  Circle,  may 
interest  the  readers  of  the  "  ForeiterP 

Ab£A  affected. 

The  Local  Government,  in  its  Notification  No.  441,  dated  7th 
May,  1879,  granted  villagers  resident  within  3  miles  of  the  bound- 
ary of  the  State  Forests,  the  privilege  of  taking  poles  of  the 
inferior  kinds  of  trees  for  their  own  bond  fide  domestic  and 
farming  purposes  free  of  charge,  and  of  grazing  their  cattle  in  the 
State  forests  at  reduced  rates,  but  reserved  to  itself  the  right  of 
discontinuing  these  concessions  whenever  it  pleased.  These  priv- 
ileges can  only  be  exercised  in  the  "  Open  Forests,"  the  area  of 
which  in  the  Motipur  Range  is  about  68,556  acres  out  of  a  total 
area  of  1,18,776  acres.  The  greater  portion  of  the  '*Open  Forests" 
{vizy  over  60,000  acres)  is  situated  on  the  low  alluvial  plains  of  the 
Rivers  Ghogra  and  Kauriala  and  consists  chiefly  of  grass  lands 
interspersed  with  khair  and  shisham  trees.  This  area  is  used 
chiefly  as  a  grazing  ground  and  is  not  capable  of  supplying  timber 
such  as  is  required  by  the  villagers,  and  consequently  this  demand 
has  to  be  met  from  the  remainder  of  the  "  Open  Forests,"  with 
an  area  of  about  8,000  acres.  This  tract  comprises  the  three  open 
compartments  which  form  part  of  the  main  sal  Forests,  viz  : — the 
Bahay  Forest,  the  open  compartment  between  Motipur  and 
Kakraha,  and  the  open  compartments  between  Dharmanpur  and 
Jallia  gourhi  ;  the  two  latter  compartments  contain  a  considerable 
quantity  of  sal,  and  all  three  are  protected  from  fire  but  open  to 
grazing. 

Present  method  of  exploitation. 

Under  the  present  system,  the  privileged  villagers  are  entitled 
to  as  much  timber,  Ac,  as  they  require  for  their  domestic  and 
fanning  purposes,  and  the  only  restriction  imposed  by  Government 
rules  as  regards  locality,  manner  of  cutting,  &c.,  is  that  the  produce 
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must  be  taken  from  the  open  Forests.  There  is  no  attempt  at  any 
systematic  plan  of  working,  nor  can  the  Forest  officials  enforce 
the  simplest  sylvicultural  rules,  or  take  any  precaution  against 
wanton  and  destructive  methods  of  exploitation ;  for,  so  long  as  they 
obtain  a  permit,  the  concessionists  have  a  perfectly  free  nand  in 
the  open  Forests  ;  blanks  are  increased  ;  trees  are  ruthlessly  cut 
away  without  regard  to  the  state  of  the  soil,  reproduction,  &c. ; 
and  the  over-head  cover  is  opened  out  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
expose  the  soil  to  climatic  influences,  while  all  protection  in  the 
shape  of  grass    and  undergrowth  is  destroyed  by  cattle. 

Injury  donb  by  thb  conobssignists. 

The  damage  thus  done  to  the  present  crop  is  enormous,  while 
the  deterioration  of  the  soil  is  so  great  that  forests  which  have 
been  thus  maltreated  for  any  length  of  time,  are  incapable  of 
producing  good  growth  in  the  future.  A  striking  example  of  the 
irreparable  damage  done  by  allowing  ignorant  villagers  to  have 
unrestricted  liberty  of  cutting  trees  in  valuable  Forests,  is  shown 
in  the  case  of  the  Bhinga  Reserve  in  the  Bahraich  Division.  The 
soi]  of  this  once  magnincent  sal  producing  area  has  been  impover- 
ished to  such  an  extent  by  over  cutting  and  excessive  grazing, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  produce  another  crop  of  sal  unless 
artificial  means  are  resorted  to ;  and  when  the  present  stock  of 
sal  either  dies  from  natural  causes  or  is  removed,  tnis  forest  will  be 
reduced  to  the  status  of  a  scrub  jungle  covered  chiefly  with  thorn 
bushes,  and  be  incapable  of  even  supplying  the  demands  of  the 
privileged  villagers. 

Amount  of  timber  and  polbs  removed  annually. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  drain  on  the  forests  open  to  conces- 
sionists, it  may  be  mentioned  that  there  are  110  "privileged 
villages "  adjoining  the  Motipur  Range,  the  residents  of  which 
extracted  92,676  poles  and  15,791  other  pieces  of  timber  from 
the  open  forests  of  this  Range  during  the  year  1891-92,  while 
(as  has  been  explained  above)  the  greater  number  of  the  108,467 
trees  were  removed  from  an  area  of  about  8,000  acres.  It  might 
be  thought  that  each  supply  of  building  materials  would  last  at 
least  3  or  4  years,  but  this  is  far  from  bemg  the  case,  as  indents 
for  the  full  amount  of  their  requirements  are  received  annually 
from  the  householders  ;  and  when  questioned  on  this  point,  they 
state  that  the  wood  which  they  now  obtain,  being  immature  and 
of  inferior  quality,  decays  every  year.  The  forests  are  thus 
burdened  annually  with  the  full  requirements  of  110  villages. 
Under  these  adverse  conditions  of  excessive  felling  and  grazing, 
the  denudation  of  these  forests  is  merely  a  matter  of  time  and  it  is 
with  a  view  to  check  this  destruction,  to  reduce  the  total  exploita- 
tion by  4-5ths  and  if  possible  to  re-establish  the  fertility  of  the  soil, 
that  the  present  proposals  are  suggested. 
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Proposbd  futube  working. 

To  better  understand  these  proposals,  it  is  necessary  to  describe 
briefly  the  future  system  of  working  in  this  Range,  so  far  as  it 
concerns  this  scheme.  A  Working  Plan  is  bemg  prepared  for 
these  forests  in  which  work  will  be  prescibed  for  tne  three 
Working  Circles  described  below  : — 

I.  Nishangara  Working  Circle^  which  will  include  all  the 
closed  Forests  from  the  Orai  Nulla  and  the  Nepaulese  pillar  No.  79 
on  the  North,  to  the  Jallia-Salarpurwa  line  on   the  oouth. 

II.  Murtiha  Working  Circle^  consisting  of  the  closed  Forests 
between  the  Jallia  Salarpurwa  and  the  Bulcha-Bhamania  lines. 

III.  Motipur  Working  Circle^  containing  the  closed  Forests 
from  the   Bulcha-Bhamania  line  to  the  Ghagowa  Nullah. 

The  period  for  which  work  is  being  prescribed  in  these  Circles 
in  the  present  Working  Plan  is  15  years,  and  during  this  period 
improvement  fellings  will  be  undertaken  annually  in  certain  fixed 
portions  of  each  Circle.  The  out-turn  from  these  fellings  will,  in 
the  first  instance,  he  sold  to  lessees,  but  there  will  be  large  quanti- 
ties of  poles  and  suppressed  trees  available  for  supplying  the 
requirements  of  the  privileged  villagers,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
utilize  this  surplus  stock  for  commuting  the  concessions  under 
consideration.  The  timber  thus  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the 
privileged  villagers,  would  consist  chiefly  of  the  better  kinds  of 
wood  and  be  more  durable  than  the  wood  of  the  inferior  species 
now  taken  by  them,  and  each  householder's  supply  should  last  at 
least  from  5  to  10  years.  The  coupes  in  each  Working  Circle  will 
be  marked  a  year  before  the  felling  is  undertaken,  and  separate 
hammers  would  be  used  for  marking  trees  for  lessees  and  for 
privileged  villagers. 

Proposbd  rulbs  rbgulating  the  supply  of  timbbr 
to  conobssionists. 

The  following  rules  show  the  manner  in  which  the  concessions 
may  be  commuted  without  inflicting  hardship  on  the  tenantry, 
while  the  exploitations  would  be  carriea  on  systematically,  and 
with  due   regard  to  the  potential  capability  of  the  Forests. 

I.  Sal  timber  and  poles  will  be  supplied  free  to  each  house- 
holder once  in  5  years  from  the  coupes  in  which  cuttings  are 
prescrib3d  in  the  Working  Plan.  In  cases  of  arson,  however, 
timber  will  be  supplied  again  free  of  charge,  although  the  full 
term  of  5  years  may  not  have  expired  since  tne  last  supply. 

II.  All  the  privileged  villages  adjoining  the  Forests  of  the 
Motipur  Range  will  be  divided  mto  3  groups  Tor  "  chucks  ")  to 
correspon  I  with  the  3  Working  Circles  and  eacn  group  of  villages 
will  draw  its  requirements  from  a  particular  Working  Circle.  It 
is  proposed  that  this  grouping  of  the  villages  should,  in  the  first 
instance,   be    made   by  the  landlords,  who  are  best  qualified    to 
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ascertain  the  convenience  of  the  tenantry,  and  then  be  submitted 
to  the  Divisional  OflScer  who  would  satisfy  himself  that  each 
Working  Circle  is  capable  of  supplying  the  requirements  of  the 
group  of  villages  attached  to  it.  If  the  Divisional  OflScer  is  of 
opinion  that  the  probable  out-turn  from  any  Working  Circle  will 
be  insufl&cient  to  meet  the  demand  on  it,  he  will  make  such  modi- 
fications in  the  grouping  of  the  villages  as  the  circumstances  of 
each  case  necessitate,  and  communicate  the  alterations  thus  made 
to  the  landlords  concerned. 

III.  When  the  village-groups  have  been  finally  settled,  the 
Forest  OflScer  will  prepare  a  nominal  list  of  all  the  nouseholders, 
and  a  statement  showing  the  quantity  of  building  material,  etc., 
required  by  each. 

IV.  One-fifth  of  the  total  requirements  of  each  group  of 
villaces  will  be  supplied  annually  from  the  Working  Circle  to 
whicn  it  is  attached,  the  rotation  in  which  individuals  or  villages 
are  io  be  supplied  being  decided  by  the  landlords. 

V.  On  the  1st  October  of  each  year,  the  landlords  wiU 
submit  to  the  Forest  OflScer  an  indent  for  the  quantity  of  sal  timber 
required  by  the  villagers  of  each  group,  such  amount  not  to  exceed 
one-fifth  of  the   total  as   ascertained  under  Rule  III. 

VI.  It  will  be  seen  that  under  these  arrangements  it  will 
take  5  years  to  supply  the  full  requirements  of  all  the  villages  in 
each  group  ;  consequently,  during  the  first  four  years,  a  certain 
proportion  of  timber  required  by  the  remaining  villages  must 
consist  of  miscellaneous  species.  So  that  for  the  first  four  years 
it  will  be  necessary  to  send  the  Forest  OflScer  2  sets  of  indents, 
one  for  sal  (as  mentioned  in  Rule  V)  and  the  other  for  miscel- 
laneous timber. 

VII.  By  the  1st  December  of  each  year,  the  timber  required 
by  the  indents  mentioned  in  V  and  VI  will  be  marked  by  the 
Forest  Department,  and  the  villagers  will  be  at  liberty  to  enter  the 
forests  and  cut  trees  thus  set  apart  for  their  use. 

VIII.  After  the  timber  nas  been  cut,  it  will  be  inspected 
by  some  specially  authorized  forest  oflScial  who  will  enter  in  a 
register  the  amount  of  produce  taken  out  by  each  villager  and  issue 
a  pass  for  its  removal. 

IX.  All  the  cutting  and  export  must  be  completed  by  the 
31st  March  of  each  year,  after  which  date  no  one  would  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  Forests. 

X.  The  privileged  villagers  would  not  be  allowed  to  obtain 
timber  or  poles  from  any  of  the  forests  in  which  grazing  or  firing 
is  permitted,  and  could  only  cut  and  remove  timber  from  the 
closed  forests  in   accordance  with  these  rules. 

XI.  Thatching  grass  might  be  cut  in  closed  forests  between 
the  1st  October,  and  28th  February,  on  permits  which  would 
be  supplied  free  by  Rangers  and  Foresters. 

B.  A.  REBSCH. 
46 
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Pl    New    Fodder   for   Cattle. 


An  article  has  recently  been  published  in  *  Le  Temps '  by 
M.  Grandeau,  Professor  of  Agriculture  at  Nancy,  on  a  new  fodder 
for  cattle.  This  fodder  consists  of  the  young  branches  of  trees, 
more  particularly  of  the  Beech  and  Birch,  previously  submitted 
to  a  special  treatment,  which  is  described  below. 

As  is  well  known,  the  constituents  of  a  plant,  whether  it  be  an 
annual  or  a  perennial,  are  generally  speaking  the  same  ;  cellulose, 
nitrogenous  matter,  sugars,  fats.  Tne  proportion  of  these  substances 
varies  largely  from  one  plant  or  from  one  organ  of  a  plant  to 
another;  the  a^e  of  the  plant  or  of  its  diflFerent  parts  is  the  chief 
condition  which  regulates  these  differences.  In  general,  the 
younger  ah  organ,  the  richer  it  is  in  digestible  nutritive  substances. 
The  reserves  of  nutritive  material  formed  in  special  parts  of  a  plant 
at  certain  times  of  the  year,  are  destined  to  support  the  life  and 
development  of  a  new  plant  or  a  new  organ  until  it  is  itself  able  to 
derive  its  own  nourishment  from  the  soil  and  the  atmosphere.  In 
the  autumn,  there  is  a  considerable  accumulation  of  such  materials 
in  the  young  branchlets;  from  which  supplies,  the  young  shoots  of 
the  spring  derive  the  food  substances  necessary  for  their  growth. 
The  inner  wood  of  the  tree,  on  the  other  hand,  contains  practically 
none  of  these  nutritive  substances:  nitrogenous  matter,  sugar,  fat 
or  starch.  It  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of  hardened  cellulose, 
more  or  less  incrustea  with  mineral  matter,  and  practically  without 
any  nutritive  value. 

Frequent  trials  have  long  ago  been  made  to  substitute  partially 
for  hay  and  straw  in  the  feeding  of  cattle,  sawdust,  either  crude  or 
previously  treated  with  various  chemical  agents.  These  trials  have 
shown  that  sawdust  is  harmless  as  a  food  and  does  not  cause 
disorders  in  the  animals  fed  on  it,  but  at  the  same  time,  that  it 
is  absolutely  inferior  as  a  food  to  the  poorest  straw.  The  first 
point  i*'  important,  in  so  much  as  the  perfect  innocuonsness 
of  introducing  the  elements  of  woody  tissue  into  the  digestive 
organs  of  horses  and  cattle  is  established.  As  regards  the  second 
point,  chemical  analysis  shows  that  wood  richest  in  nutritive  matter 
is  not,  weight  for  weight,  equivalent  to  more  than  a  quarter  or  a  third 
of  the  nutritive  value  of  the  poorest  straw.  In  speaking  of  the  in- 
stinctive dislike  cattle  have  of  this  kind  of  fodder,  M.  Grandeau 
mentions  the  well-known  criticism  of  this  method  of  feeding  by  a 
Norwegian  Agriculturalist,  who  said  that  a  peasant  who  had  been 
recommended  this  regime  for  his  bullocks,  nas  only  been  able  to 
persuade  them  to  eat  the  sawdust  by  providing  them  with  green 
spectacles  in  order  to  make  them  think  they  were  eating  good 
cnopped  grass. 

However  inappropriate  wood  may  be  as  a  fodder,  it  is  quite 
otherwise  with  small    oranches,   gathered   in  autumn,  chopped  up 
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and  submitted  to  a  special  process  of  fermentatioii  such  as  that 
devised  by  M.  Bamann.  M.  Grandean  gives  a  table  showing  as  an 
example  of  the  rule  mentioned  above,  now  the  quantities  of  the 
different  nutritive  substances  contained  in  the  small  branches  (of  a 
diameter  not  more  than  one  centimetre)  of  the  Beech  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  season.  This  table  shows  that  such  branchlets  contain 
a  very  much  larger  percentage  of  albumen,  fats  and  starch  in  the 
winter  than  they  do  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  buds  or 
during  the  growing  period  ;  and  also  that  the  general  nutritive 
qualities  of  these  are  equivalant  to  those  of  hay  of  medium  quality 
and  greatly  superior  to  those  of  the  best  straw. 

To  transform  such  branchlets  into  fodder  M.  Kamann  has 
prescribed  the  following  treatment.  First,  they  are  broken  up 
mechanically  by  a  crusher  specially  adapted  for  the  purpose  and 
which  is  not  expensive,  next  they  are  suomitted  to  a  regular  fer- 
mentation effected  as  follows.  To  the  broken  branches  is  added 
1  per  cent  of  malt,  they  are  then  watered  with  warm  water  and  left 
to  ferment.  After  a  time,  which  may  varv  from  one  to  three  days» 
the  temperature  of  the  mass  rises  to  60  or  70  ""C,  it  should  be 
maintained  at  a  temperature  of  between  50  ^  and  60  ^  by  stirring 
the  mass,  adding  from  time  to  time  more  liquid.  The  action  of  the 
malt  transforms  the  starch  into  sugar,  the  other  changes  brought 
about  by  the  fermentation  are  somewhat  complex,  but  the  final 
result  is  the  production  of  a  substance  which  is  eagerly  eaten  by 
horses  and  cattle  and  very  well  digested  by  them.  Experiments 
condacted  on  a  large  scale  with  this  fodder  on  horses,  cattle  and 
sheep,  of  which  several  instances  are  quoted  by  M.  Grandeau,  have 
given  excellent  results,  conclusively  proving  the  superiority  of  the 
new  fodder  over  straw. 

The  economy  realized  by  this  new  method  of  feeding  is  also 
considerable  ;  the  gathering  of  small  branches  is  not  costly  and 
takes  away  nothing  from  the  value  of  the  produce  felled  in  a 
forest.  The  oost  of  preparation  is  estimated  by  M.  Jena  at  from 
1  f.  10  to  1  f.  75  per  100  kilgrams. 

Branchlets  of  fruit  trees  and  small  shnrbs  can,  M.  Grandeau 
thinks,  be  used  with  equal  advantage  in  feeding  cattle,  and 
interesting  experiments  might  be  made  with  these  at  times  when 
other  fodder  is  scarce.  M.  Grandeau  concludes  his  article  with  the 
remark  that  the  Forest  Department  will  doubtless  see  no  greater 
harm  in  allowing  the  gathering  of  small  twigs  and  branches  from 
its  forests,  than  in  the  removed  of  dead  leaves  for  the  benefit  of 
small  cultivators,  permitted,  in  cases  of  necessity,  in  the  forest 
regions  of  France.     (From  B4me  des  Eaxix  et  ForSts). 

A.  F.  G. 
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The  Blazer  Question. 

We  have  this  month  received  several  oommimications  on  this 
subject  and  as,  if  we  simply  content  ourselves  with  publishing  them, 
the  matter  may  go  on  till  blazers  are  out  of  fashion  and  the  writers 
of  the  letters  are  too  old  to  play  tennis  and  sport  coloars,  we  consider 
it  best  to  review  the  matter  briefly  ourselves  and  endeavour  to  make 
some  sort  of  a  practical  suggestion  towards  settling  the  momentous 
question. 

The  sheet,  shewing  more  or  less  truthfully,  three  patterns  or 
designs,  which  we  pubBsh  this  month,  was  done  from  specimen^  of 
cloth  sent  to  us.  No.  1,  an  arrangement  of  greens  with  a  pattern 
of  tree  stems  shewing  a  style  of  pruning  which  we  cannot  qidtB 
professionally  approve,  is  a  Bombay  design,  started,  we  believe,  by 
our  old  correspondent  '  Velleda  '  who  actually  took  the  trouble  to 
circulate  it  to  all  the  Forest  Officers  of  his  Presidency,  with  some 
rather  interesting  results  in  the  way  of  remarks.  We  will  let 
*  Velleda's  own  letter  tell  the  story.  We  may  say  that  we  are  not 
personally  remarkably  enthusiastic  about  blazers,  considering  that 
the  fashion  is  going  a  little  too  far  when  every  *  Arry'  on  the 
Margate  sands  sports  a  coat  of  many  colours  which  may  possibly  be 
those  of  some  club  or  other,  but  which,  more  usually,  we  suspect, 
represents  only  its  owner's  idea  of  what  is  really  *  chic'  And 
besides,  we  believe  that  there  are  many  Forest  Officers  who  object 
to  departmental  colours  altogether.     '  Velleda  '  says  : — 

Sir, 

I  am  sending  you  the  pattern  and  papers  at  last.  You  will 
see  that  the  pattern  is  approved  by  7  votes,  disapproved  by  6,  5  men 
do  not  want  any  blazer,  one  or  two  rely  on  Coopers  HiU,  5  suggest 
plain  green,  with  or  without  badges  of  sorts,  and  5  have  not  voted 
or  have  confined  themselves  to  facetious  remarks  which  may 
perhaps  be  interpreted  to  mean,  that  they  will  not  wear  one  in  any 
case.  This  is  exactly  the  degree  of  unanimity  that  might  have 
been  foreseen.  To  tne  gentlemen  who  objected  to  "  uniform,"  I 
would  say  that  the  question  is  not  one  of  that   nature  at   all,  but 
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simply  one  of  esprit  de  corps.  Since  the  transfer  to  Coopers  Hill, 
I  am  sorry  to  think  that  our  esprit  de  corps  has  weakened.  Indeed, 
two  comrades  who  ought  to  know  better,  allude  to  the  Coopers  Hill 
blazer  as  sjmonymous  with  Fore.sts.  I  would  venture  to  remind 
these  comrades  that,  however  friendly  their  feelings  towards 
Coopers  Hill,  they  owe  no  kind  of  allegiance  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  or  Telegraph  Department,  and  it  is  not  even  certain 
that  Coopers  Hill  will  always  be  the  sole  source  of  our  Department. 
"  Decadents  "  may  think  as  little  of  esprit  de  corps  as  of  a  rag  for 
which  men  have  been  (in  their  view)  fools  enough  to  lay  down 
their  lives,  but  these  would-be  cynics  are  in  error.  Merely  as  a 
commercial  speculation,  esprit  de  corps  pays.  It  is  the  lever  which 
moves  the  world.  It  is  so  important  that  our  trades  unions  make  it 
practically  compulsory,  and  the  law  courts  dare  hardly  say  them 
nay.  The  Forest  Department  is  emphatically  not  one  that  can 
afford  to  despise  this  weapon,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
blazer  in  common  would  be  a  distinct  step  in  the  direction  of  that 
unity  which  means  strength.  The  institution  of  a  blazer  is,  as 
some  of  our  comrades  have  not  failed  to  discern,  a  trifle  ;  but  they 
have  possibly  not  considered  that  this  trifle  is  not  the  end  in  view, 
but  merely  a  step  towards  a  greater  end.  After  all,  nearly  every 
regiment  and  department  in  the  country  has  its  blazer,  why  should 
we  alone  loaf  around,  each  man  wearing  a  shred  of  Joseph's  coat. 

On  the  question  whether  the  blazer  should  be  reserved  to  the 
Imperial  Service  or  extended  to  Extra  Assistants,  Rangers,  &c., 
there  is  a  majority  of  10  to  4  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Probably,  some 
of  the  voters  misunderstood  the  question  in  the  sense  of  meaning 
Secretary  of  State's  men  versus  other  gazetted  superior  officers. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  should  take  much  interest  in  a  blazer  that 
might  be  seen  doing  office  in  a  Mamlatdar's  Cutcherry,  and  I  fancy 
the  esprit  de  corps  of  native  ideas  is  much  too  strong  to  be  brought 
over  to  our  side  by  any  number  of  blazers.  In  fact,  it  would  pro- 
bably only  tend  to  develop  the  modern  principle  that  Jack  is  as 
good  as  his  master,  aye,  and  a — sight  better. 

As  to  the  badge,  a  horn  has  been  suggested.  Why  ?  Because 
it  is  used  in  Europe  ?  The  horn  has  never  been  in  any  wav 
associated  with  Indian  Forestry,  and  it  has  really  about  as  much 
to  do  with  it  as  a  pair  of  crossed  muskets.  There  is  also  the  fatal 
objection  that  the  nom  is  already  appropriated  to  Rifle  Regiments 
and  Light  Infantry.  It  is  not  a  week  since  I  saw  a  boating  man 
(M.  L.  I  ?)  with  a  green  cap  and  white  horn.  If  we  want  some- 
thing unintelligible,  let  us  have  a  monogram,  of  Chinese  letters 
for  choice,  or  a  small  extract  from  the  Koran.  But  for  grace  and 
intelligibility  I  still  think  a  well-drawn  tree  is  not  to  be  beaten.  A 
decrepit  one  might  be  preferred,  with  crossed  axes  at  the  root 
symbolical  of  the  precarious  existence  of  the  department. 
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If  you  could  publish  a  chromo  of  the  proposed  colors,  whether 
mine,  or  plain  green,  and  call  for  votes*  from  all  India  simultane- 
ously, some  result  might  be  arrived  at  before  each  Mamlatdar  is 
ex  officio  D.  F.  0.  for  his  taluka,  and  the  trained  officer  reduced 
to  the  position  of  a  felling  foreman. 

My  substitution  of  the  "ragged  staff"  instead  of  the 
plain  straight  line,  has  not  been  so  popular  as  I  expected,  and  has 
even  alienated  votes  received  last  year.  This,  I  confess,  astonishes 
me,  for  the  R.  A.  have  a  much  more  remarkable  zigzag,  and  few 
blazers  are  as  quiet  in  general  tone. 

VELLEDA. 

Patterns  Nos.  2  and  3  have  been  received  from  Burma.  No.  2 
is  from  Messrs  Harman  &  Co.  and  No.  3  from  Messrs  Macfie  k  Go. 
The  latter  is  the  pattern  of  the  *  lungyi '  worn  by  Foresters  and 
Forest  Guards  in  Burma.  We  are  of  opinion  that  No.  2  is  *  too 
terrible  '  as  a  bright  gaudy  pattern  ;  but  that  No.  3,  a  quiet  neat 
pattern  of  two  simple  greens  is  not  at  all  bad.  The  Department 
might  well  agree  to  adopt  it  if  it  has  one  at  all,  and  especially 
we  understand  that  the  enterprising  Rangoon  tradesmen  referred 
to,  have  laid  in  a  large  stock  of  the  flannel.  We  reproduce,  with 
apology  to  our  respected  Chief,   Jungly  Billy's   letter. 

Sir, 

As  this  matter  appears  to  hang  fire,  I  venture  to  send  you  a 
sample  of  flannel  (in  two  shades  of  green)  which  has  been  laid  in 
in  large  quantities  by  an  enterprising  tradesman  of  BangooD. 
The  flannel  is  exactly  the  same  shade  and  pattern  as  the  Barmese 
forest  subordinate's  uniform  and  as  a  blazer  looks  very  well.  I 
would  suggest  that  this  material  might  be  accepted  at  once,  leaving 
the  question  of  a  suitable  badge  for  a  future  date.  If  it  is  difficult 
to  arrive  at  a  decision,  would  it  be  ruled  out  of  court  to  ask  our 
esteemed  I.  G.  to  call  a  committee  on  the  subject  formed  of  all 
Conservators,  with  Mr.  Pigot  as  Secretary  ?  We  know  our  I.  G.  is 
a  very  warm  supporter  of  the  blazer,  for  he  offered,  I  believe,  to 
clothe  not  only  himself  but  all  his  servants  with  one  as  soon  as 
the  pattern  was  decided.  He  cannot  do  more  to  prove  his  strong 
support  of  the  movement. 

JUNGLY  BILLY. 


*  We  Bball  be  quite  willing  to  receive  from  Forest  Officer,  post  cardK  saying 
whether : 

1.  They  desire  a  blazer  at  alL 

2.  If  they  desire  one,  what  pattern  they  prefer,  and  to  publish  the  inform- 
ation. 

We  presume  it  is  known  that  the  Dehra  Dnn  Forest  School  and  its  Pkt> 
fessors  and  students,  past  and  present,  have  one  already. 

Hon.  £d. 
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A  Second  Note   on  the  Potato  Disease  in  the 
Poona  District  and  elsewhere. 

The  experiments  of  1892-93  are  described  in  detailed  in  Mr. 
MoUison's  note,  which  is  appended.  The  methods  and  results  of 
cnltivation  are  there  fully  described,  and  in  this  memorandum  only 
the  general  inferences  to  be  deduced  need  be  dealt  with. 

Last  year's  note  elicited  a  good  deal  of  enauiry,  and  among 
other  facts  of  interest  it  was  ascertained  that  the  *^  bangadi  "  ot 
ring  disease  was  much  more  widely  spread  than  was  at  first  known« 
It  has  established  itself  throughout  the  Bombay  Presidency  includ- 
ing Gujar&t,  and  has  been  found  in  the  Nilgiris,  at  Bangalore, 
and  in  Bengal.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  preyentive  measures 
should  be  adopted  without  delay  wherever  the  disease  has  made 
its  appearance,  and  fortunately  the  results  of  the  present  experi- 
ments are  encouraging  as  regards  the  practical  steps  to  be  taken. 

Among  other  communications  reoeiyed  from  correspondents 
some  useful  information  was  obtained  from  Mr.  DeJoss,  Superin- 
tendent at  Panchgani,  through  the  Collector  o  S&ti^ra.  Mr. 
DeJoss  found  that  burning  the  soil  with  vegetable  material,  the 
land  having  been  previoudy  weU  turned  up  with  the  plough  and 
exposed  to  the  sun,  was  effective  to  destroy  desease-germs,  and 
he  succeeded  in  producing  a  crop  of  several  varieties  which  was 
remarkably  free  from  disease.  Three  of  these  were,  however, 
plainly  grown  from  newly  imported  stocks,  and  they  were  planted 
on  the  ridge  system  and  not  in  beds  as  by  native  cultivators. 
Major  Radcliffe,  Assistant  Commissary-General  at  Mhow,  wrote 
recommending  the  pulling  of  the  haulms  and  also  suggested  that 
the  "  Magnum  Bonum "  variety  might  prove  strong  enough  to 
resist  the  disease.  We  have,  however,  as  shown  in  Mr.  Mollison's 
note,  found  other  varieties  superior  to  the  Magnum  Bonum,  and 
the  idea  of  pulling  the  haulms  was  based  on  the  assumption  that 
the  fungus,  as  in  the  European  disease,  fructifies  on  the  foliage 
of  the  {uant,  which  is  not  the  case.  But  Major  Radcliffe's  recom- 
mendation gains  interest  from  the  latest  conclusions  reached  by 
Dr.  Cunningham,  which  also  point  to  the  pulling  of  the  haulms  as 
a  preventive  measure,  though  on  somewhat  different  grounds. 
Mr.  Creighton  Duff  of  Coonoor  is  pursuing  a  series  of  experiments 
with  potash  and  other  manures  intended  to  fortify  tne  plant- 
system  against  infection. 
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Dr.  Cnnningham's  researches  were  this  season  obstmcted 
in  some  degree  by  an  unexpected  difficulty,  viz.,  by  the  failure  of 
the  diseased  seed  supplied  to  him  for  cultivation  to  reprodnce  the 
disease  in  the  crop  grown  at  Calcutta.  Probably,  the  diseased 
potatoes  decomposed  so  far  in  transport  as  to  lose  their  power  of 

f;ermination,  and  only  the  comparatively  healthy  ones  survived, 
n  any  case,  it  must  on  no  account  be  taken  as  proved  that  diseased 
sets  produced  a  sound  crop  because  they  were  grown  on  virgin 
soil.  No  conclusion  has  been  more  clearly  pointed  to  by  the 
experiments  and  observations  conducted  in  the  field  during  the 
past  two  years,  than  that  the  disease  is  propagated  from  the  seed 
as  well  as  from  the  soil,  and  that  if  anything  the  first  source  of 
infection  is  the  more  dangerous  and  common. 

On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Cunningham  is  inclined  to  a  contrary 
opinion,  microscopical  investigation  leading  him  to  believe  that 
the  lesions  in  the  tuber  are  of  a  secondary  nature.  The  primary 
lesions,  he  writes,  are  those  in  the  haulms,  and  it  is  the  disturbance 
of  nutritive  conditions  determined  by  these  which  occasions  the 
pathological  changes  in  the  tuber.  He  says,  "  I  should  certainly 
DC  inclined  to  believe  that  the  disease  is  maintained  not  by  the  use 
of  diseased  tubers  as  such,  but  as  the  resnlt  of  planting  either 
diseased  or  healthy  ones  in  soil  contaminated  by  containing 
portions  of  the  haulms  with  their  mycelial  and  specially  their 
sclerotioid  contents."  It  may  be  added  in  this  connection  that 
the  brownish  tinge  in  the  haulm  which  was  noticed  last  year  as 
a  chief  diagnostic  symptom,  has  this  year  been  much  less  marked. 
But  although  the  discolouration  has  been  less  striking,  following 
on  an  absence  of  the  previously  observed  tendency  to  the  formation 
of  sclerotioid  masses  within  the  larger  vessels,  it  is  always 
discoverable  on  section.  Dr.  Cunningham  observing  that  in  such 
preparations  "  the  presence  of  abundant  although  generally  isolated 
mycelial  filaments  comes  out  very  clearly  especially  within  the 
spiral  vessels."  In  some  yonng  plants  examined  he  found 
abnndant  mycelium  in  the  cortical  and  pith  tissues,  whereas  last 
year  the  fungal  masses  were  noticed  in  the  vascular  system  only, 
rnlling  and  burning  the  haulms  might,  apparentlv,  tend  to  save 
the  soil  from  infection,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  can  be 
recommended  in  practice.  The  disease  develops  itself  most  a  little 
below  the  soil  surface,  and  extends  downwards  as  well  as  upwards 
in  the  stem.  When  pulled,  the  stem  breaks  off  at  the  main  point 
of  disease- developments,  and  as  many  germs  would  be  left  in  the 
soil  as  would  be  removed. 

The  practical  result  of  the  Khed  experiments  of  the  past 
season  is  to  show  that  certain  varieties  of  imported  seed  can  and 
do  resist  infection  in  a  marked  degree.  The  provisional  inferences 
of  last  year  were  against  this  conclusion,  but  Mr.  MoUison's  experi- 
mental results  have  fully  established  it,  and  the  cultivators  of  the 
district  are  eager  to  obtain  seed  from  the  new  stocks  at  almost  any 
price.     Unfortunately,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  the  cold  weather  seed 
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till  the  follow! Qg  winter,  because  of  its  tendency  to  sprout  in  the 
monsoon  months,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  grow  a  crop  during 
the  rains  to  provide  seed  for  the  main  crop  cultivation  of  the  next 
cold  weather.  This  rain-crop  is  not  always  as  sound  iti  cultivation 
as  the  dry-season  produce,  and  here  we  find  another  cause  tending 
to  the  deterioration  of  all  stocks  after  they  have  been  grown  in 
this  country  for  any  length  of  time, 

The. "  Bouillie  Bordelaise  "  treatment  of  the  land  before  sowing 
has  succeeded  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  flushing  diseased  land  with  the  copper  sulphate  solution 
in  the  manner  adopted  in  these  experiments  is  specific  as  regards 
all  disease  germs  which  it  reaches.  It  has  been  found  in  a  large 
degree  to  protect  sound  plants  from  infection  and  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease  from  one  plant  to  another.  The  treatment  with 
caustic  lime  and  soot  bas  been  inconclusive  because  the  imported 
seed  proved  so  robust  that  the  failure  of  the  disease  to  make  head- 
way cannot  with  certainty  be  attributed  to  the  treatment  adopted. 

The  same  somewhat  unexpected  decree  of  success  with  the 
imported  seed  has  prevented  any  verv  clear  difiFerentiation  being 
arrived  at  with  respect  to  the  methods  of  cultivation  followed. 
The  ridge  and  furrow  system,  however,  has  not  been  proved  to 
have  the  full  advantage  at  first  expected.  This  is  probably  due  to 
the  more  rapid  growth  and  maturing  of  the  tubers  in  this  country, 
tiid  crop  being  ready  in  14-15  weeks  as  against  at  least  20  woeks 
in  Europe.  The  bed  system  with  its  superabundance  of  surface 
mobture,  seems  to  enable  the  plant  to  effect  the  more  rapid 
assimilation  of  food  necessary  under  Indian  conditions.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  extremely  probable,  as  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
Hollison,  that  the  constitution  of  the  plant  is  unfavourably  affected 
by  this  luxuriance  of  growth  and  is  more  prone  to  disease  in  con- 
sequence. 

The  lesson  so  far  learnt  is  that  the  disease  may  be  largely 
checked  by  the  use  of  the  copper  salt,  but  that  reliance  must 
chiefly  be  placed  on  the  distribution  of  robust  seed  of  the  varieties 
which  have  been  found  most  successful.  It  has  also  been  found 
that  the  small  cut  sets  used  by  natives  induce  weak  growth,  and 
that  large  cut  sets  or,  better  still,  medium  sized  potatoes  planted 
whole  produce  more  vigorous  seedlings.  Great  interest  has  been 
taken  by  native  cultivators  in  the  experiments,  and  they  have 
shown  themselves  ready  to  take  large  quantities  of  seed  at  prices 
much  over  the  market  rates  for  the  indigenous  kind.  There  is 
therefore  every  prospect,  at  least  in  the  Poona  district,  of  our 
being  now  able  to  effect  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  a  thorough 
change  in  the  stocks  cultivated,  but  it  must  be  added  that  there  is 
little  prospect  of  inducing  the  rayats  to  give  their  land  the  needed 
rest  from  potato,  without  which  all  measures  can  only  be  palliative 
and  no  permanent  cure  can  be  expected 

E.  L.  CAPPEL. 
48 
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^nnual  Forest  Administration  Reports  for  1891-92. 

For  the  Punjab^  Baluchistan^   Ajmere  and  Berar. 

The  Punjab  Report  has  not  much  in  it  of  special  note,  the 
work  of  the  year  having  been  apparently  uneventful,  except  that 
the  Financial  Results  due  to  a  quantity  of  timber  having  been 
withheld  from  sale  in  the  previous  year  and  disposed  of  in  1891-92, 
were  especially  good.  The  gross  revenue  of  the  Department  was 
Rs.  10,20,074  and  the  net  revenue  Rs.  3,79,800,  which  is  more 
than  a  lakh  and  a  half  above  average. 

The  Government  of  India  remark  especially  on  the  slow 
progress  made  in  the  preparation  of  Working  Plans,  but  it  would 
seem  that  a  considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  in  3ashahr. 

The  decision  arrived  at  that  old  plantations  like  Changa 
Manga  and  Shahdera  which  have  now  passed  out  of  the  plantation 
stage  into  that  of  permanent  forest,  should  be  considered  in  future 
as  forest,  seems  a  correct  one.  It  is  doubtful  whether  our  present 
system  of  distinguishing  plantations  from  other  areas  is  of  much 
use  :  it  certainly  is  difficult  to  keep  up,  especially  as  the  views  of 
different  officers  vary  so  much  as  to  wnat  is  a  plantation  and  what 
is  only  a  work  of  improvement. 

We  note,  with  some  surprise,  that  the  coppice  reproduction  in 
Kalesar,  the  Sal  forest  on  the  North  of  the  Jumna,  was  not  bad 
even  though  it  has  been  twice  burnt ;  and  that  the  forest  is  being 
worked  under  strip  fellings.  We  should  have  thought  that,  so 
far  north,  strip  fellings  would  be  rather  dangerous,  as  frost  is  likely 
to  be  bad.  This  year,  in  the  Diin,  tall  trees  even  have  had  their 
leaves  blackened  and  their  shoots  destroyed  by  frost,  and  in  open 
coppice  areas  the  damage  must  surely  be  considerable. 

There  does  not  seem  to  have  been,  during  the  year,  any 
attempt  to  increase  the  area  of  Reserved  Forest  in  the  plains 
districts,  and  the  Punjab  authorities  appear  to  have  faith  in  some 
mysterious  benefit  to  be  obtained  by  having  'protected'  and 
'  unclassed  '  forests  instead. 

The  Baluchistan  Report  contains,  as  usual,  several  matters  of 
interest  and  especially  so  is  the  order  in  the  Resolution  by  the 
Foreign  Department  of  the  Government  of  India  regarding  the 
advisability  of  an  increase  of  area.     They  say  : — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNUAL   FOREST   ADVINIBTRATION    RBPoBTS  FOR    1891-92.  187 

"  The  area  of  State  forests,  which  was  augmented  by  50  per 
*cent  during  1890-91,  received  an  addition  of  only  5  per  cent.,  or 
*4  square  miles,  during  the  year  under  review,  the  total  reserved 
^area   at  the  close    of  the   year    beins    82    square    miles.     The 

*  Governor-General  in  Councu  agrees  with  you  in  considering  that 
^greater  progress  might  have  been  made.     More  energetic  steps 

*  might  have  been  taken  to  utilize  in  this  direction  the  provisions 
^  of  the  recent  forest  enactments,  and  it  was  unnecessary  to  suspend 
*or  delay  operations  pending  the  assembly  of  the  Forest  Con- 
^ference.     The   Thalli  and    Zarghun  tracts  were   declared    State 

*  forests  after  the  close  of  the  year,  and  early  steps  should  be  taken 
^for  the  reservation  ef  other  forests  in  Ziarat  and  the  Zhob  District, 

*  or  elsewhere  as  may  appear  desirable.     The  facts  narrated  in  the 

*  Deputy  Conservator's  report  are  evidence  of  the  rapidity  with 
^  which  unreserved  forests  are  disappearing,  and  the  Forest  Con- 
^ference  has  recommended  the  extension  of  reserved  areas.  The 
'Govemment*of  India  accordingly  desire  that  the  whole  question 
'should  be  systematically  considered  with  a  view  to  the  reservation 
'and  conservancy  of  aU  tracts  which,  after  due  investigation,  it 
'may  be  found  expedient  to  maintain  permanently  for  the  supply 
'offuel  or  fodder,^' 

And  it  is  satisfactory  that  General  Sir  James  Browne,  R.  E., 
the  Agent,  in  his  own  Resolution,  draws  attention  to  the  decision 
recenUy  arrived  at  by  the  Forest  Conference  of  maintaining  the 
Department  on  its  present  footing  and  "  extending  the  reservation 
'of  natural  forests   throughout    Baluchistan    including    Zhob,  all 

*  grazing  rights  being,  where  possible,  excluded  wherever  forests  are 
'reserved."  The  General  summarizes  the  objects  of  the  Conference 
and  its  recommendations  as  follows :  — 

"  The    main    points   which  it  was  required  to  consider  and 

*  report  upon  were — 

'  (a)  the  coal  and  petroleum  supply  ; 

'  (&)  the  cost  of  establishing,  maintaining,  and  exploiting 
*  forest  and  other  reserves  ; 

'  (c)  the  supply  of  water  by  artesian  wells  and  otherwise,  by 
'  which  the  cost  of  the  production  of  wood-fuel  might 
^  materially  be  afiFected  ;  and 

'(d)  the  possibility  of  a  system   of  procuring  wood  from 
'  Sukkur   by  rail    and    stacking  it  in  cantonments,  or 
'  utilizing  it  for  current  purposes. 
*  The  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  Conference  were  briefly — 
'  (a)  that  Government  should  be  asked — 

'  (i)  to  continue  the  Siah  Kach  petroleimi  well ; 
'  (ii)  to  put  down  an  experimental  boring  simultaneous- 

*  ly  in  the  Chapper  Rift ; 
'fiii)  to    sink  an   experimental  well     on  a  site    to    be 
'  selected  and  approved  ; 
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*(6)  that  the  Government  should  maintain    exisiting  and 
'  future  forest  reserves  in  Baluchistan  intact  for  use  in 

*  times  of  emergency,  that  no  Government  Department 
'within  reach  of  the  railway  should   purchase   wood 

*  locally,  but  should  be  supplied  from  beyond  the  pro- 
'  vince,  and  that  at  least  one  lakh  maunds  of  wood 

*  should  be  the  military  reserve  of  wood  in  Quctta  : 

*(f)  that  Goverament  should  grant  Bs.  10,000  per  annum 
for  sinking  artesian  wells. 

'  It  was  also  decided  that  Government  should  take  over  and 

*  work  on  a  scientific  basis  all  coal  mines  in  Baluchistan." 

The  chief  addition  to  the  reserves  seems  to  have  been  the 
Wam  Kach  forest,  an  olive  bearing  tract  of  2,320  acres,  practically 
an  extension  of  the  Wam  Tanri  forest.  Other  olive  tracts  are  to  be 
examined  and  taken  up  if  possible.  There  are  now  82  sq.  miles  of 
Reserves. 

In  regard  to  *"  cattle  trespass '  a  curious  diflEiculty  seems  to 
have  arisen  from  the  practice  of  driving  lame  or  diseased  camels 
into  the  forests,  for  the  pounds  will  not  receive  them  and  the 
owners  refuse  to  claim  them  until  they  get  well.  This  is  some- 
thing like  the  difficulties  experienced  in  Nellore  and  other  Madras 
Districts  from  half  wild  cattle  which  are  claimed  by  no  one  and 
which  are  very  difficult  to  deal  with. 

The  following  remarks  on  natural  reproduction  are  worthy  of 
extract. 

"  In  some  places  in  the  Sibi  forests  the  vegetation  is  closing 

*  ap  so  well  that  it  is  impossible  to  go  through  it.     In  the  higher 
^  portions  where  the  soil  is  clay,  there  is  no  new  growth  between 

*  the  existing  trees. 

*  The  "  Jal"  (Salvadora  oleoides)  is  so  improving  with  protection 
^  that  the  fruit  {Samrapilu)  is  abundant  enough  to  attract  crowds 
^  of  the  poorer  classes,  who,  on  payment  of  a  nominal  fee,   feed 

*  themselves  and  their  families  on  it  for  the  three  or  four  weeks 
'  during  which  it  lasts. 

*  In  the  Juniper  forests  of  Ziarat  and  Quetta,  protection  is 

*  showing  marked  effect  on  the  undergrowth  ;   in   Zarghun,  especi- 

*  ally,  the  shrubs  and  grass  are  making  great  progress.     It  will  be 

*  some  years,  however,   before  the  soil  is  sufficiently  enriched  to 
'  support  an  advance  growth  of  juniper,  khanjak,  and  ash  trees. 

'  There  is  generally  a  good  supply  of  black  soil  under  juniper 
'  trees,  and  with  the  improved  growth  of  bushes,  such  as   Berberis^ 

*  Prunus,   Loniceray   etc.,     humus   is   forming   under   them    also. 

*  Juniper  seedlings  seem  to  prefer  stony  ravines,  where  there  is  a 

*  little  moisture.     Seedlings  of  ash  and  khanjak  are  very   rare,  but 

*  of  the  bushes  above  mentioned  fairly  abundant. 

*'  Measurements  of  thirteen  trees  made  in  September  1890,  and 

*  September  1891,  are  here  given.     The  juniper  is  a  very  difficult 

*  tree  to  measure  well ;  frequently  it  has  several  nearly  equal  stems. 
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'  or  the  top  of  the  best  has  died  or  been  cut,   and   another   thinner 

*  stem  is  taking  its  place.     With  regard   to  girth,  the  difficulty  is 

*  still  greater,  owing  to  the  immense  thickness  of  the  bark,  which 
'  frequently  comes  off  in  huge  flakes.  It  will  be  seen  that  some  of 
'  the  girth  measures  are  actually  less  in  1891  than  in  1890,  a  faot 

*  which  is  explained  thus  :     To  measure  a  tree,  the  rough  outside 

*  bark  faas  first  to  be  cleared  away  and  a  smooth  space  made  for  the 
^tape;  during  the  year  more  flakes    of  bark  peel  off,  and   the 

*  measureable  girth  at  the  prepared  place  is  less  than  in  the  previons 

*  year.  The  greatest  growth  in  height  is  10  inches,  and  in  girth 
'I  inch.     The  observations  of  a  single    year    are,    however,  of 

*  importance  only  as  the  commencement  of  a  series,  which  will 
*'  become  more  interesting  and  valuable  with  every  additional  year's 

*  record." 

Measttrements  of  Juniper  trees,  Ziarat. 


Ko. 

S^t  2, 1890. 

Sept   12,  1891. 

RiMABKS. 

H. 

G. 

H. 

G. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

14' 9» 
4' 
31' 

25'  6" 
3*    8' 
8* 

V  i<r 

6'  6*" 

6' 64* 

13*    r 

6'  r 

21'    V 

2' 31" 
4" 
8* 

1'    T 

16'    7' 

4'    6* 

81'  2^ 

2&   llj" 

IC    6" 

e'ioi" 

6'  10* 

18'  r 

6'  r 
21'  ir 

iir 

These   eleven  are  in  the   Ziaral 
Forest  in  a  walled  enclosure  above 
the  Mangi  Ziaratroad,  except  Nos.  8 
and  9,    which  are  just  outside  tile 
walls ;  Nos.   3,  4  and  6  were  n6t 
trimmed  or  cut  in  any  way  in  1890  ; 
the  others  were  all  more  or    less 
trimmed. 

Damaged  near  road. 
Oiiginally    two  nearly   equal  stems 
the  smaller  cut  away. 
\    Above  water  chann^  on  Ghvoshki 
1  ridffe  on  old  camping  ground.  No.  10 
>  had  a  flower  bed  made  round   it  in 
1  1890,  which  perhaps  accounts  for  its 
J  growth. 

The  Baluchistan  Juniper  is  Juniperus  macropoda^  and  judging 
by  specimens  we  have  seen,  its  rate  of  growth  is  faster  than  that 
of  the  Himalayan  kinds. 

The  revenue  of  the  year  was  the  highest  to  date,  viz,,  Rs. 
20,609  :  while  the  expenditure  was  Rs.  30,497  and  the  deficit  Rs. 
9,888.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  authorities  are  not  aiming  at 
making  the  forests  self  supporting.  We  imagine  that  many  years 
must  ehipse  and  much  improvement  take  place  before  there  is  any 
chance  of  that  and  meantime  the  surplus  revenue  of  other  Provinces 
can  easily  afford  to  pay  for  the  dencit  in  Baluchistan  and  for  the 
constitution  of  a  forest  estate  in  a  country  of  such  difficulty. 

The  Ajmbrb  Report  is  chiefly  a  record  of  the  famine,  and  the 
fact  that  with  the  exception  of  331  acres  only,  the  whole  area  was 
thrown  open  to  grazing.  The  extra  Assistant  Conservator  reports 
as  follows : — 


49 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190 


ANNUAL  FOREST   ADMINISTRATION   RRPORTS    FOB    1891-92. 


**  The  year  1891  has  been  an  exceptionally  dry  year,  the  total 

*  fall  of  rain  being  not  even  half  the  average  of  ordinary   years. 

*  The  village  waste-lands  soon  failed  to  afford  sufficient  pasture 

*  for  cattle,  and  there  was  no  remedy  to  meet  unexpected   scarcity 
'  but  to  fall  back  upon  the  Government  Forest  Reserves.     At  first 

*  the  cutting  of  grass  (for  plough  bullocks)  was  allowed  for  one 

*  month  and  ten  days,  and  323,840  bundles  of  grass  and  dry  leaves 

*  were  removed.     Grazing  was  then  permitted,  and  with  the  excep- 

*  tion  of  331  acres  (exclusively  belonging  to  Government),  all  the 

*  reserves  were  thrown  upon.     As  many  as    47,989  cattle  were 
'  admitted  against  26,359  cattle  in  the  preceding  year.     The  strain 

*  on  the  forest  was  heaviest,  the  acreage  per  head  of  cattle  for  six 

*  months  being  only  1*85  as  compared  with  3*39   in  the  past  year. 

*  But  this  was  unavoidable. 

'  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  rains  the  grass  crop  was  scanty, 

*  and  after  what  was  removed  by  villagers  there  was  little  left  for 
'  grazing.     But  it  was  principally  the  dry  fallen  leaves  from  trees 

*  which  nave  supported  the  cattle.     Cattle  of  villages  unaffected  by 

*  the  Government  Forest  Reserves  had  to  be  driven  to  distant  parts 

*  of  Meywar  and  Malwa,  where  alone  pasture  was  said  to  be  avail- 

*  able.     Many  of  these  cattle  are  said  to  have  already  perished. 

*  In  the  absence  of  forests,  few  cattle  would  have  survived  and 

*  agriculture  would  have  received  a   rude  shock.     The   importance 
'  of  having  snch  reserves  is  now  fully  appreciated  by  all  classes  of 

*  people." 

We  agree  with  the  Government  of  India  in  thinking  that  it  is 
matter  for  satisfaction  that  the  people  were  led  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  reservation  and  we  hope  they  will  as  equally  under- 
stand the  reasons  for  it  if  cattle  are  excluded  in  years  when  there 
is  no  scarcity.  The  Chief  Commissioner  apologizes  for  the  whole- 
sale throwing  open  of  the  forests  and  promises  to  bear  in  mind  the 
recommendation  of  the  Government  of  India  regarding  protection 
from  cattle  in  future. 

The  reports  on  artificial  planting  shew  clearly  the  much 
greater  success  obtained  from  transplants  than  from  sowings  : 
cuttings  seem  to  have  failed. 

Unlike  Baluchistan,  Ajmere  gives  now  a  surplus  revenue,  the 
results  for  the  year  having  been  Revenue  Rs.  19,799,  expenditure 
Rs.  13,986,  surplus  Rs.  5,813.  In  our  opinion,  the  whole  of  this 
ought  to  be  spent  on  works  of  improvement. 

As  in  that  of  Ajmere,  so  in  the  Bbrar  Report,  the  grazing 
question  takes  the  chief  place,  in  our  opinion.  We  quote  herein 
tne  remarks  of  the  Government  of  India,  which  will  we  think,  be 
read  with  interest  in  a  good  many  other  places. 

"  The  observations  on  cattle  grazing  contained  in  the  Report 
'  and  in  your  review,  have  been  read  with  interest.     Adverting  to 

*  the  remarks  of  the  Conservator  on  these  subjects,  the  Government 

*  of  India  consider  that  the  refusal  to  allow  grazing  privileges  to 
^  persons  other  than  agricultural  residents  of  tne  villages  adjoining 
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*  the  forests  is  warrantable,  wherever  scarcity  of  fodder  exists  or  is 
'apprehended.  Cattle  necessary  tor  \}iq  bond  fide  requirements  of 
'  the  agricultural  population,   should  usually  be  allowed  the  first 

*  claim  to  such  grazing  as  may  be  available,  but  it  is  no  part  of  the 
'  duty  of  the  Forest  Department  to  provide  pasture  for  an  unlimited 

*  number  of  animals,  many  of  which  can  be  of  little  or  no  service 
'  for  agriculture  and  must  die  in  seasons  of  scarcity.     The  cattle 

*  belonging  to  banjaras  and  other  professional  graziers,  who  rely 
'  entirely  on  the  profits  derived  from  milking  and  breeding,  might 

*  reasonably,  if  admitted  to  graze  at  all,  be  charged  a  higher  scale  of 

*  fees  than  that  demanded  for  agricultural  cattle.     It  is  understood 

*  that  this  subject  will  be  especially  treated  in  the  Report  for  the 

*  current  year." 

The  Conservator  had  specially  reported  that  he  had  found  the 
Amraoti  Hills  grazing  area  overrun  by  cattle  belonging  to  breeders 
to  the  detriment  of  those  who  require  grazing  for  their  agricultural 
animals  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  it  is  proposed  to  charge  the 
cattle  breeders  higher  rates.  We  have  every  sympathy  with  the 
importance  of  helping  agriculturists  to  cheap  and  easily  found 
grazing,  but  we  have  none  for  those  persons  who  fill  the  forests 
with  herds  of  miserable  cattje,  who  take  no  precautions  to  select 
good  breeding  animals  and  who  simply  fatten  on  the  lands  which 
tne  Government  provides  for  the  benefit  of  the  ryots. 

The  letter  in  which  the  Commissioner  of  the  Assigned 
Districts,  Col.  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  C.  I.  E.,  reviews  the  Berar 
Report,  is  a  very  interesting  one  and  shews  that  he  has  a  great 
interest  in  Forest  work  and  thoroughly  appreciates  the  efforts  of 
the  Forest  Staff,  with  all  of  whom  he  seems  to  be  well  and  person- 
ally acquainted.  We  extract  first  of  all,  some  remarks  on  the 
increasing  demand  for  fuel  for  the  Cotton  Mills. 

"  Wnat  is  causing  denudation  so  rapidly  is  the  demand  on  the 

*  part  of  Ginning  Mills  for  fuel  for  their  furnaces.     These  mills  are 

*  starting  up  all  over  the  country,  even  in  so  compartively   remote 

*  a  locality  as  Pusad.     They  consume  annually  an  enormous  quan- 

*  tity  of  wood.  To  raise  the  rates  of  fuel,  as  the  Conservator 
'  suggests,  would  punish  the  proprietors  of  those  mills  insignificant- 

*  ly,  without  checking  denudation,  while  it  would  furnish  a  serious 
'  grievance  to  the  country  at  large.     The  rich  already  greatly  feel 

*  the  rise  in  fuel  prices,  and  the  poor  are  in  such  serious  straits 

*  that  for  the  most  part  they  are  driven  for   fuel   to  rely  on  cattle 

*  droppings.  The  remedy  lies  in  driving  these  mills  to  use  coal, 
'  either  by  cheapening  the  supply  from    Warora   or   circling  them 

*  with  nakahs,  which  should  specially  tax  the  wood  they  get  in  at 
'  sucTi  rates  that  they  would  be   driven  to   the    Central   Provinces- 

*  Warora  collieries,  at  present  the  only  open  source  of  coal  supply 

*  in  our  neighbourhood."  And  we  conclude  with  his  remarks  on 
the  formation  of  dew,  a  question  which  some  of  our  readers  will, 
we  hope,  discuss  in  our  pages. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


192 


NoTBS   ON    FOREST   SKTOMOLOGT* 


"  The  explanation  given  of  the  curious  meteorological  fact 
^  noted  during  the  year,  viz.,  an  abnormally  small  dew  deposit  in 
'  the  forests,  mentioned  in  paragraph  130,  attributes  the  cause  to  an 
'  alleged  deficiency  of  moisture  in  certan  winds  that  prevailed. 
'  This  implies  that  the  water  given  up  by  the  winds  is  superimposed 
'  on  the  leaves  as  dew  ;  but  I  have  understood  that  recent  careful 
'  experiments  in  England  have  demonstrated  that  dew  is  only  to  be 
'  found  on  the  under  surface  of  leaves,  and  comes  therefore  not 
'  from  the  winds  that  blow  above,  but  from  the  vapour  given  out 
'  by  the  earth  below.  If  this  is  correct,  then  the  absence  of  dew 
'  means  not  necessarily  less  moist  land  winds,  but  that  the  difFer- 
'  ence  between  the  temperature  of  the  air  at  night  over  the  forest 
'  and  that  of  the  earth  or  the  vapour  given  off  by  it  was  so  slight 
'  as  to  fail  to  cause  chill  and  a  dew  deposit." 

The  financial  results  of  the  year  were —  Bs. 

Revenue  ...  ...  •«•     5,11,180 

Expenditure  ...  ...  ...     1,97,340 


Surplus 


8,13,840 


Notes  OD  forest  Entomology. 

We  have   received  Nos.    1   and  2  of  Vol.  Ill  of  the  useful 

*  Musemn  Notes  '  which  are  edited  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Cotes.  Although 
many  of  our  readers  will  doubtless  read  these  notes  in  original, 
we  think  it  may  be  as  well  to  extract  a  few  of  those  which  are  most 
interesting  from  a  forest  point  of  view. 

(1).  In  South  India,  Sandal  is  such  a  valuable  tree  that  any 
disease  in  it  requires  to  be  most  carefully  investigated  with  a 
view  to  remedy.  The  following  extract  will  be  of  interest  to 
Forest  Officers  in  Sandal  Districts. 

"  A  good  deal  of  damage  is  said  to  have  been  done  in  1891  to 

*  young   sandal   wood    {^Santalum   album)   trees  in  Mysore    by  a 

*  boring  insect.  According  to  a  report,  dated  13th  July  1891,  by 
'  the  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Mysore,  furnished  through 
'  the  Director  of  the  Dehra  Dun  Forest  School,  this  borer  attacks 
'  both  the  stem  and  the  roots,  either  killing   the  sapling  outright  or 

*  weakening  it,  so  that  it  is  liable  to  get  blown  over  by  the  wind. 
'  Sandal  wood  yields  an  important  revenue  to  the  Mysore  State,  so 
'  that  any  damage  done  to  the  young  trees  is  of  consequence. 

'The   insect   that   seems   to    be   chiefly   responsible   for.  the 

*  damage  is  the  caterpillar  of  the  moth  Zeuzera  coffece^  Nietner,  a 
'species  which  occasionally   attacks  both  coffee  {Coffea  arabica) 

*  and  tea  (^Camellia  thetfera)  bushes." 

(2).  The  Dun  is  almost  celebrated  for  its  Mango  gardens, 
but  sometimes  these  gardens  suffer  from  curious  attacks  now  of 
insects,  again  of  fungi,  which    are  obviously  detrimental   to  the 
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maintenance  of  the  fruit  supply.  This  was  the  case  in  1891,  many 
mango  gardens  having  suffered  from  a  small  fly  which  damaged 
the  young  leaf  shoots  as  described  in  the  following  extract. 

"  In  April  1891  the   Director  of  the  Forest  School,  Dehra 

*  Dun,  forwarded  blighted  shoots  of  mango  {Mangifera  indica)j 
'  with  the  information  that  the  whole  of  the  mango  trees  in  a  large 

*  garden  near  Dehra  were  attacked,  though,  strangely  enough,  other 
'  trees  close  by  had  not  suffered.  The  blighted  shoots  were  aborted, 
^  so  as  to  appear  almost  like  a  series  of  little  green  rosebuds  upon 
Uhe  twigs.  These  false  buds  were  found  to  contain  mature 
'  PsyllidcB  (t.^.,  minute  fly-like  Bhynchota  allied  to  the  Aphidae). 
'  The  insect  has  not  previously  been  described  from  India,  so  it 
'  was  sent  to  Mr.  6.  B.  Buckton,  in  England,  for  determination. 
'  He  has  named  it  Psylla  cistellataJ^ 

(3).  Tamarind  beetle  :  we  extract.  "  From  the  Secretary  to 
'  the  Agri-Horticultural  Society  of  India  were  received  (6th  July 
'  1891)  specimens  in  different  stages  of  development  of  a  Bruchid 
'  which  attacks  the  seed  of  the  Tamarind  tree  (  Tamarindits  indicd) 

*  in  Calcutta.    The  insect  was  submitted  to  Mons.  A.  Fauvel,  who 

*  has  kindly  examined  it  and  reports  that  it  belongs  to  the  species 

*  Caryoborus  (Bruchus)  gonagra.^^ 

(4).  During  the  tours  of  the  Forest  School  students,  many 
interesting  notes  are  often  made  on  the  entomology  of  the  forests, 
and  more  especially  since  the  entomology  prizes  have  become  a 
feature  of  the  School  Examinations.  The  following  extract  refers 
to  the  small  beetles  which  burrow  between  the  bark  and  wood  of 
the  blue  pine  trees  which  had  been  barked  or  girdled  in  order  to 
relieve  sunpressed  deodar  beneath  them. 

"  In  May  1891  the  Conservator  of  the  Forest   School  Circle 

*  forwarded,  from  his  camp  near  Chakrata  in    the    North- West 

*  Himalayas,  a  log  of  Pinus  exceUa  attacked  by  a  bark-boring 
^  Scolytid.  This  insect  was  said  to  have  attacked  some  trees  that 
^  had  been  girdled,  and  were  dying.  The  specimens  were  submitted 
^  to  Mr.  W.  F.  H.  Blandford  who  very  kindly  examined  them  and 

*  determined  them  as  belonging  to  a  species  of  Polygrwphus  near 
'  to  the  European  form  Polygraphus  pubescens  Linn.     For  an  ac- 

*  count  of  P.  pubescens   which   Mr.   Blandford  thinks   likely    to 

*  prove  similar  in  habits  to  the  Pinus  excelsa  insect,  see  Eichhoff. 
•Eur.  Borkenkafer,  page  122,  (1881)." 

(5).  Similar  investigations  have  been  made  in  other  Circles, 
witness  the  following. 

"  In  July  1891  a  number  of  insects  were  received  through  the 
'  Director  of  the  Dehra  Dun  Forest  School,  from  the  Officiating 

*  Conservator  of  Forests,  Central  Circle,  North- Western  Provinces 

*  and  Gudh,  with  information  that  they  had  proved  destructive  to 

*  Chir  {Pinus  hngifoliay  in  the  Baldhoti  plantations. 

*  The    specimens    were    found    to    comprise    four  species  of 

*  Acrididse  {viz.^  Chrotoganus  sp,^  Catantops  indicus^  Cahptenus  sp.y 
•and  CEdulus  sp.^  all  said  to  nip    off   the    young  plants,    also 
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*  numerous  obscure  Carcnlionidse  beetles  and  earwigs  (Euplexop- 
^  tera)  said  to  be  found  in  dying  trees,  and  probably  therefore  of 

*  but  little  importance.  The  Acridid  responsible  for  most  of  the 
'  nipping  off  of  the  young  clur  trees  is  probably  the    Chrotogonus^ 

*  of  which  numerous   specimens  were  furnished.     This  insect  is  a 

*  very  common  one  in  many  parts  of  India,  and  has  repeatedly 
*'  been  sent  to  the  Indian  Museum  as  destructive  to  crops,  but  no 
'  satisfactory  method  seems  to  have  yet  been  discovered  for  dealing 
'  with  it. .  The  bran  and  arsenic  insecticide,  which  is  said  to  have 
'  been  successfully  used  in  the  United  States  against  some  kinds  of 

*  Acrididse,  might  perhaps  be  worth  trying.     It  is  made  by  mixing 

*  together  one  part  of  arsenic,  one  part  of  sugar,  and  six  parts  of 
'  bran,  with  a  little  water  to  form  a  paste.  It  should  be  sprinkled 
^  over  the  plantation  for  the  Acrididae  to  eat ;  the  greatest  care,  how- 
'  ever,  is  necessary  in  using  it  on  account  of  the  poisonous  nature 

*  of  the  arsenic." 

(6).  The  large  beetles  of  the  family  of  the  erambycidae  are 
among  the  most  destructive  of  the  borers  which  attack  the  Sal 
{Shorea  robuita  ).  The  following  extract  refers  to  similar  attacks 
on  an  Assam  species  of  Shorea  and  will  be  found  of  interest. 

"  In  August  1891  a  block  of  Makai  wood  {Shorea  assamicd) 
'  was  received  through  the  Dehra  Dun  Forest  School,  from  the  De- 
'  puty  Conservator  of  Forests,  Lakhimpur  Division,  Assam.  It  was 

*  found  to  be  tunnelled  in  all  directions  by  Cerambycidse  larvae.  A 
'  full  grown  beetle  emerged  shortly  after  the  block  was  received 
^  and   proved   to   be   closely  allied  to  a  specimen  in  the  Museum 

*  collection  determined  by  Dr.  Lameere  as  Neocerambyx  holosericeus 

*  (=^olesthe8  holosericeuSy  Gahan).     It  differs,  however,  from  this 

*  species,  in  possessing  a  series  of  spines  on  the  antennae.  A 
'  specimen  of  the  Cucujid  Hectarthrun  brevifossum  Newm.  also 
'  emerged  in  the   rearing   cage   from  the  same  block,  and   may, 

*  perhaps,  prove  to  be  parasitic  on  the  Oerambycid. 

(7;.  Black  unwholesome  looking  sticky  messes  are  often  seen 
on  forest  and  fruit  trees,  and  most  often  on  the  orange  and  lime. 
The  following  extract  refers  to  an  unpleasant  attack  of  the  sort 
which  affected  the  thorny  bamboos  at  Dehra. 

"  In  March  1892  specimens  were  forwarded  by  the  Director 
'  of  the  Forest  School,  Dehra,  of  an  Aphid  which  was  found  attack- 
'  ing  the  leaves  of  Bambusa  arundinacea  in  the   school  compound. 

*  The  insect  covered  the  leaves  with  a  black  sticky  gum  which  was 
^  in  such  quantities  that  it  fell  off  in  drops.  The  insect  is  unnamed 
'  in  the   Museum  collection,   and   specimens   have  therefore  been 

*  forwarded  to  Europe  for  comparative  examination."  It  has  since 
'  been  named    '  Oregma  bambusoB '  by  Mr.  Buckton. 

(8).  "  Insects  said  to  infest  the  Terminalia  belerica  tree  in 
'  the  Thana  district,  Bombay,  were  forwarded  to  the  Museum  in 
'February  1891  by  Mr.  F.  Gleadow  of  the  Forest  Department. 
'  The  insects  were  found  to  be  of  two  kinds — (1)  a  Bostrychid 
'  borer,  identical  with  specimens  reported  on  by  Dr.  Qunther  of  the 
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'  British  Musetiin  as  Sinoxyhn  sp.^  and  (2)  a  smaU  Cncnjid  which 
^has  been  submitted  to  Mons.  Fairmiare,  who  has  kindly  examin- 
'  ed    it    and   reports  that  it  belongs   to   the   species  Lcemotmetus 

*  insiffnis^  Gronville.     The  Cucnud  is  not  likely  to  do  mnch  damage, 

*  bnt  the  Bostrychid  is  very  probably  destmctive." 

(9).  The  beetle,  the  subject  of  the  next  extract,  was  discover- 
ed by  the  noise  he  made  in  carrying  on  his  excavations  in  the 
specimens  in  the  Forest  School  Museum.  He  might  have  had  a 
grand  feast  and  tasted  the  qualities  of  many  kinds  of  woods  had  he 
not  made  such  a  noise  over  his  work. 

"  Specimens  of  the  Cerambycid  beetle,  Stromatium  barbatum, 
'  Pabr.,  were  forwarded  to  the  Museum  in  June  1891  by  the 
'  Director  of  the  Forest  School,  Dehra,  with  the  information  that 
^  they  had  been  damaging  wood  specimens  in  the  School  Museum. 
'  A  block  of  khair  wood  (Acacia  Catechu)  that  was  forwarded  with 
'  the  beetles  was  found  to  have  the  whole  of  the  sap  wood  riddled 
'  with  tunnels  made  by  the  larvae.  These  tunnels  were  tightiy 
'  packed  with  the  powdered  wood  that  had  been  eaten  out  and  pro** 

*  oably  passed  through  the  digestive  organs  of  the  grub.  The 
'  hard  heart  wood  was  untouched." 

(10).  "  In  March  1891,  specimens  of  an  insect,  said  to  injure 
'  aaVr^ut  trees  ( ?  Terminalia  Chehula)  on  the  Kambakkan 
^  hiUs,  were  sent  to  the  Indian  Museum,  through  the  Dehra  Forest 

*  School,  by  the  District  Forest  OflScer,  Chingleput,  Madras.  The 
'  specimens  proved  to  be  little  cone-shaped  larval  cases  of  a  Psyohid 
'  moth.  They  were  a  littie  larger  in  size  but  otherwise  indistin* 
'  guishable  from  the  larval  cases  of  the  species  Babula  grotei,  Moore, 
^  a  species  which  often  defoliates   ornamental  shrubs  in   Calcutta 

*  gardens." 

(11).  Finally,  we  will  conclude  with  the  following  remark- 
able note  on  the  red  mites  which  may,  we  hope,  elicit  information 
to  confirm   Mr.  CliflFord's  observations  on  the  subject. 

"  A  note  written  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  M.  H.  Clifford,  late 
of  the  Forest  Department,  has  recentlv  been  found  amongst  some 
old  papers  in  Dehra.  According  to  tnis  note,  native  hakims  ex- 
tract a  kind  of  oil  from  the  large  velvety  red  mites  (  Tetranychus 
«p.),  commonly  known  as  red  spiders  or  Birbhoti  in  the  North- 
west Provinces.  The  oil  is  sold  for  medicinal  purposes  at  a  high 
price,  and  even  the  insects  themselves  fetch  as  much  as  a  rupee 
per  tola.  It  will  be  interesting  to  learn  if  anything  further  is 
known  of  the  medicinal  virtues  attributed  to  this  mite. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  information  afforded  by  these 
very  simple  observations  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  Department, 
and  we  think  that  every  advantage  should  be  taken  of  Mr.  Cotes' 
being  at  the  Calcutta  Museum  to  get  forest  insect  phenomena 
investigated  and  information  recorded  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
animals  and  the  best  means  of  encouraging  them  or  repressing  them, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

(To  be  continued). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


196 


▲  TUP  TO  BABA  BANGAHAL. ' 


"Sr.-SBCITgAR, 


A  trip   to   Bara 


(  Concliuled.) 

6th  June, — Started  early  before  sunrise  to  visit  the  gorges 
and  clife  west  of  the  valley  1  went  over  yesterday. — ^The  scenery 
is  very  wild  and  impressive.  The  clifi&  and  peaks  are  so  pointed 
and  steep,  they  look  as  if  they  would  come  tumbling  down  any 
moment.  We  spotted  3  Ibex  high  up  one  of  the  gorges,  but  the 
ground  was  too  dangerous  to  permit  of  our  stalking  tnem.  After 
breakfast,  returned  down  the  valley  with  the  camp  to  Dalli  Gote, 
where  I  bad  bagged  the  monster  bear  on  the  4th  June.  Our  road 
lay  along  the  Ravi,  which  was  covered  over  with  snow  15  to  20 
feet  deep  in  places  ;  the  walking  was  easy,  though  dangerous,  as 
even  such  thickness  of  snow  will  occasionally  crack  up  and  let  one 
down  into  a  rushing  torrent  below.  Saw  nothing  else  all  day  but 
an  adder  which  we  destroyed. 

7th  June. — Started  at  dawn  for  the  Lamm  nala  a  perfect 
paradise  for  brown  bear.  The  nala  or  both  sides  is  covered  with 
beautiful  Blue  Pine  forests  and  occasional  strips  of  Deodar  with 
open  glades  where  bears  feed.  We  passed  a  shepherd  en  route  who 
was  bemoaning  the  loss  of  three  of  his  sheep  killed  during  the  night 
by  a  leopard,  I  wished  I  had  had  time  to  stop  another  day  to  look 
up  Mr.  "  Spots,"  but  I  was  anxious  to  finish  the  inspection  of  this 
last  nala,  and  get  back  to  head  quarters.  Soon  after  getting  well 
up  the  nala,  we  spotted  a  young  brown  bear  which  was  undoubtedly 
the  one  I  had  had  9  shots  at  on  the  5th  June,  for  he  was  very  uneasy, 
and  would  not  stop  to  feed.  While  tracking  him,  I  spotted  a 
splendid  old  brown  bear  across  the  valley — so  left  the  cub  to  settle 
down,  while  we  hurried  on  to  get  up  to  the  big  one.  After  some 
difficult  walking  and  scrambling  over  fallen  trees  and  soft  snow,  we 
came  right  on  to  him,  feeding  in  an  open  glade  and  bagged  him 
after  hitting  him  twice.  It  oeing  now  too  late  to  skin  nim,  we 
rolled  him  under  a  rock,  covered  nim  over  with  stones  and  leaves, 
and  tied  my  handkerchief  as  a  flag  over  his  carcase  to  frighten 
away  hungry  foxes,  and  then  hurried  back  to  camp,  which  we  did 
not  reach  tiU  dark.     Killed  two  more  adders  to-day. 
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8th  June. — Was  too  fatigued  last  night  to  sleep  well,  so  did 
not  start  on  my  rambles  till  late  in  the  day.  Just  as  I  was  sitting 
down  to  enjoy  breakfast  in  the  forest,  I  spotted  a  she  bear,  and  two 
large  cubs  across  the  ravine.  Leaving  the  breakfast  to  take  care 
of  itself,  the  Shikary  and  I  started  off  sharp  to  get  above  them,  I 
soon  got  within  shooting  distance,  and  bagged  the  she  bear  and  one 
of  the  cubs,  the  other  escaped  before  I  could  reload.  A  single 
barrel  rifle  is  decidedly  a  mistake.  Later  in  the  evening  I  came 
across  the  cub  again  and  bagged  him  and  soon  after,  on  our  way 
back  to  camp  got  within  easy  shot  of  another  very  handsome  bear 
which  I  was  fortunate  to  bag  too,  making  in  all  4  bears  to-day. 
The  dark  colored  bears  with  silver  tipped  far  are  far  handsomer 
than  the  ordinary  light  redish  colored  ones. 

9th  June. — ^Was  enjoying  a  Sunday  morning  in  bed  when  I 
was  awakened  by  the  excited  shikary  who  ran  in  to  say  he  had 
spotted  a  bear  opposite  our  camp — and  that  he  was  quite  close. 
I  certainly  felt  very  disinclined  to  get  up,  for  I  had  had  enough 
bear  shooting;  however,  it  was  time  to  get  up,  so  I  dressed  leisurely 
and  walked  out  to  see  it,  which  was  across  tne  stream  running  past 
our  tents.  The  sweeper  just  then  let  go  the  dogs,  who  catching 
sight  of  Mr.  Bruin  hurried  on  to  make  his  acquaintance  and  we 
much  enjoyed  watching  the  chase  which  was  more  exciting  than 
shooting  bears.  Returned  to  Bara  Bangahal  village  in  the  after- 
noon. 

10th  June. — Started  early  and  pitched  camp  in  the  Dhanna 
6ote,  first  stage  to  the  Thanesar  Pass.  Shot  several  snow  pigeons 
en  route  ;  a  dreary  evening,  raining  hard  ;  completed  a  map  of  the 
Bara  Bangahal  Valley,  and  was  amusing  myself  cleaning  up  my 
guns  and  rifle  to  put  awav,  as  there  was  no  hope  of  any  more 
siukar  once  we  had  crossea  the  Pass,  when  there  was  suddenly  a 
shout  of  "  bear  "  from  two  or  three  of  the  coolies  in  camp.  Running 
out  with  my  rifle  and  getting  over  the  broken  ice  covering  the 
stream  below  us,  I  got  a  shot  at  what  turned  out  to  be  a  sneep- 
eating  bear  ;  he  was  a  splendid  specimen,  but  had  a  very  mangy 
head,  I  had  5  shots  at  him  before  I  could  kill  him. 

11th  June. — Up  at  dawn  and  after  an  awful  climb  of  5  hours 
through  snow,  and  over  rocks,  we  reached  the  top  of  the  Thawsar 
Pass  16,729  ft.  above  sea  level,  at  11  o'clock.  The  view  was  most 
magnificient,  nothing  but  snow  all  round  us  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
see.  The  glare  of  the  sun  on  the  snow  was  awful,  and  I  was  glad 
to  start  on  the  downward  journey  after  finishing  my  breakfast ;  the 
whole  day's  journey,  which  lasted  till  5  p.  m.,  was  through  snow  ; 
tobogging  was  freely  indulged  in  by  coolies  and  all  and  was  cer- 
tainly the  easiest  way  of  getting  over  the  ground.  Three  of  the 
unfortunate  coolies  suffared  from  the  cold  and  the  glare,  and  were 
ftbnost  blinded.  Pitched  camp  at  Jhoodi.  This  must  be  the  end 
of  ^'  The  trip  to  Bara  Bangahal "  for  we  had  no  more  sport  after 
leaving  Jhoodi. 

*^  F.  0.  L. 
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Sir  Edwin  Arnold,  the  Monkeys  and  the  Cocoanuts. 

Can  cocoanuts  be  plucked  from  trees  as  one  would  pluck  cher- 
ries or  hazel  nuts  ?  Sir  Edwin  Arnold  appears  to  think  they  can  : 
in  fact  he  says  he  has  seen  monkeys  plucking  them.  His  descrip- 
tion of  this  interesting  and  unique  occurrence  may  be  found  in  one 
of  those  delightful  articles  whicn  are  now  appearing  from  his  pen 
in  the  Daily  Telearaphy  and  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract. 
In  writing  about  books  of  travel  and  how  much  they  interested  and 
impressed  him  when  he  was  a  boy  ;  he  says  : — "  Day  after  day  I 
^  revelled  in  that  rich  feast  of  ocean  adventure,  and  day  after  day 
^  wished  more  and  more  for  myself  also  to  sail  the  sea  and   to  cast 

*  eyes   upon   those   fair   and  various  lands,  those  strange  peoples, 

*  those  lovely  islands  set  like  jewels  in  the  silver  of  the  main^  and 
^shining   under    such   glad   and   warm   skies.      Especially   do   I 

*  remember  one  prodiguous  volume  which  described  some  old 
'  worthy's  traveb  in  India  and  which  contained  a  plate  that  charged 

*  my  imagination  brim-full  of  wonder  and  interest.  It  represented 
\  a  scene  upon  the  Malabar  coast,   with   the   sea   gently  oreaking 

*  along  a  sandy  bay,  the  curve  of  which  was  fringed  with  cocoanniL 
'  tropical  vegetation.     Monkeys  were  climbing  the   stems  of  the 

*  palms  or  perched  in  their   frondage  ;  and   curiously  shaped  and 

*  coloured  birds  hovered  over  the  edge  of  the  waters  or  waded  in  the 
'  lagoons.  It  saturated  me,  that  ancient  picture,  with  the  passion 
'  and  the  purpose  to  see  India,  some  day  and  to  study  the  trees  and 
'  flowers  and  birds  and  beasts  and  inhabitants  of  such  a  surprising 

*  country.  All  which  has  since  duly  befallen,  for  books  are  mighty 
^  in  guiding  and  controlling  us.     I  recall  one  hot,  silent  memorable 

*  day  in  the  Ooncan  in  India,  when  we  came  down  from  the  hills 
'  where  we  had  been  shooting,  to  take  passage  in  a  pattimar  for 
'  Bombay.     We  sat  under  the  shade  of  the  cocoa-palms  by  the  edge 

*  of  the  rippling  Indian  Ocean.  Where  had  I  seen  the  beautiful, 
'  wild,  quiet  scene  before  ?   When  had  I  before  visited  that  sleeping 

*  sunny   bay  of  the  Malabar  shore  with  its  long  curving  lines  of 

*  cocoanut  trees  fringing  the  blue  water,  its  milky  wavelets  break- 
'  ing  upon  the  golden   sand,  washing  the   shelb  and   star  fish  and 

*  clumps  of  bronze  sea  weed  and  red  rocks  ?  What  made  the  spot 
'  upon  which  I  was  certainly  now  for  the  first  time  planting  my 

*  delighted  feet,  so  impossibly   familiar,   so   unreasonably  known  ? 

*  I  seemed  to  recognise  every  feature  in  the  landscape  and  the  sea- 

*  scape,   the   very  boats  fishing  were  such  as  I  had  viewed  in  the 

*  very  same  places,  and  the  cut  of  the  mat-sails  on  the  trading  bunks 
^  and  the  dress  of  the  sailors  and  fishermen  bore  no  new  appearance. 
'  Puzzled  and  meditative,  I  was  wondering  if  the  Hindoo  doctrine 
'  of  former  existences   was  indeed  true,  when  my  Mahratta  shikari 
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'  called  oat, ''  Bandar  16k  I  dekho  sahib,''  ''  Look  at  the  monkeys." 
'  Behind  as,  in  a  near  clomp  of  cocoarpalms,  some  of  the  foar-handed 
,  folk  were  demurely  ascending  a  tree  fall  of  nuts,  and  two  of  them 
'were  already  ensconced  in  the  crown  plucHna  of  the  green  fruU. 
'  In  a  moment  I  remembered*  It  was  the  yeritable  scene  depicted  in 
*  that  old  book  of  travels  I  By  accident — ^if  anything  in  human  life 
'  can  be  so  called — ^my  boy's  dream  and  desire  had  come  precisely 
^  true.  There  was  the  place  before  my  eyes  oyer  which  I  had  hung 
'  entranced  in  the  nnrsery,  it  was  the  actual  spot  realised ;  if  Elina 
'  George's  artbis  had  limned  it  by  my  side,  he  could  not  haye  hit  oo 
'  that  lovely  nook  of  Malabar  with  happier  precision.' 

G.  E.  M. 


Corean  Paper-Making. 

A  report  of  the  United  States  Consul-General  in  Corea,  treats 
of  the  manufacture  of  paper.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  industries^ 
for  paper  is  highly  esteemed,  and  always  forms  part  of  Royal  pre- 
sents, and  of  the  tribute  paid  to  China.  Besides  its  use  for  writ- 
ing and  books,  it  is  employed  in  a  great  diversity  of  ways.  It 
serves  as  string,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  lanterns,  fans,  um- 
brellas, shoe  soles,  hats,  boxes,  and  coats.  It  is  also  used  for 
covering  floors,  walls,  and  ceilings,  and,  stretched  on  frames,  sup- 
plies windows  and  doors.  Corean  paper  is  highly  prized  in  China 
and  Japan,  and  is  especially  sought  for  the  manufacture  of  um- 
brellas. It  is  made,  from  a  bash  of  the  mulberry  order  (Brou&m 
ionetia  papi/ri/erd),  which  is  indigenous,  growing  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  but  thriving  best  in  the  moist,  warm  climate  of  the 
soutii.  It  is  chiefly  grown  from  cuttings  for  this  especial  purpose, 
and  the  wild  and  cultivated  plants  are  said  to  be  of  equal  value. 
The  bark,  which  alone  is  used,  is  generaUy  gathered  in  tne  spring, 
and  it  is  boiled  for  a  long  time  m  water,  in  which  a  quantity  of 
wood  ashes  has  been  mixed,  until  it  becomes  a  pulp,  the  mass 
having  been  beaten  during  the  whole  time  of  the  boiUng.  Fine 
bamboo  screens  are  then  placed  in  shallow  wooden  vats,  and  a 
ladlefnl  of  the  pulp  is  evenly  spread  over  the  screen  by  a  dexterous 
circular  motion  of  the  hand.  This  operation  is  repeated  once  or 
twice,  or  as  often  as  ir  ay  be  necessary — the  more  frequent  the 
operation  the  finer  the  paper — ^and  the  screen  is  allowed  to  drain 
into  the  vats  until  a  proper  consistency  is  reached,  the  drippings 
being  thus  saved.  They  are  placed  on  a  hot  floor  to  dry.  After 
the  drying  has  proceeded  far  enough,  the  paper  is  again  laid  on  a 
hot  floor  and  ironed  by  hand.  The  long  lines  in  the  paper  show 
strands  of  the  bamboo  screens,  and  their  nearness,  distinctness  or 
absence  indicate  the  fineness  or  otherwise  of  the  paper.  They  are 
almost  imperceptible  in  some  grades  of  paper,  while  in  others  they 
are  distinct  and  far  apart.  Paper  is  made  by  the  Paper  Guild,  a 
numerous  and  prosperous  association.  The  province  of  Chulla  is 
the  chief  seat  of  manufacture.     (  Times), 
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Churchill   and  Sim's  Circular 

APRIL,  6th  1893. 

East  India  Teak. — ^There  has  been  some  improvement  in 
the  demand  during  the  month,  the  Dock  deliveries  showing  1,370 
loads  in  March,  1892,  and  1,723  loads  in  March,  1891.  The 
deliveries  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  three  years  have  been  res- 
pectively 2,771  loads,  2,963  loads  and  4,582  loads.  Prices, 
nowever,  have  dragged  again  somewhat,  and  the  stock  has 
increased.  The  gloomy  outlook  for  the  ship-building  industries 
throws  its  shadow  with  depressing  force  over  the  Teak  market, 
in  spite  of  the  ever  growmg  popularity  of  the  wood  for  more 
general  purposes. 

RosBWOOD,  East  India. — SmaU  sales  have  been  made 
without  any  further  decline  in  prices,  but  the  demand  is  not  at  all 
active. 

Satinwood,  East  India. — LogSy  ii  large  and  weU  figured, 
would  command  fair  prices  and  unsold  sorts  is  limited  to  the 
parcel  just  arrived  ;  planks  and  boards  there  is  no  enquiry. 

Ebony,  East  India. — Sales  are  only  occasionally  possible, 
PRICE  CURRENT. 


) 


Indian  Teak  per  load                     £9 

Satinwood  East  India  per  ton                      £5 

Rosewood           „  „                             £5 

Ebony                „  „                            £5 

MARKET  RATES  OF  PRODUCTS. 

(^Tropical  Agriculturist^    May   1893.) 

Cardamoms,  Malabar  per  lb. 

Croton  seeds  per  cwt. 

Cutch  „ 
Gum  Arabic 
Gum  Eino 

India  Rubber,  Assam  per  tb. 

Rangoon  „ 

Myrabolams,  Bombay  per  cwt 

„           Godavarii  „ 

Nux  Vomica  „ 

Orchella  „ 

Redwood  per  ton 

Sandalwood,  logs  „ 

„           chips  „ 

Sapan  wood  „ 

Seed  lac  per  cwt 


>5 
>5 


2s. 

158. 

20s. 

50s. 

£16 

ls.7d. 

l8.7d. 

lOs. 

7s.9d. 

8s. 

228. 

£3. 

£35 

£9 

£4. 

40s. 


to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 


to  £15 

to  £10 

to  £9 

to  £7 


23.6d. 

208. 

328. 

90s. 

£17. 

23.dd. 

ls.lld. 

Il8.3d. 

88.3d. 

9s.6d. 

28s. 

3-108. 

£65 

£30 

£7. 

908. 
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Tea-Box  Woods. 

In  a  note  on  Indian  Woods  for  Tba  Boxbs,  by  Mr.  Edgar 
Thurston,  Officiating  Reporter  to  the  Government  of  India  on 
Economic  Products,  which  was  published  as  an  Appendix  to 
the  Indian  Forester  for  November  1892,  I  find  it  stated  that 
Messrs.  Davenport  &  Co.,  of  Calcutta,  annually  import  from 
Japan  some  1,500,000  boxes  of  red  Pine  (P.  Thunbergii)  of 
uniform  tare,  viz,^  19  tt)s.,  and  with  the  dimensions  23*'  X  19"  x  18" 
with  2"  dovetail.  There  is  therefore,  it  is  said,  a  very  great 
opening  in  Eastern  India  for  the  manufacture  of  tea-boxes  from 
some  good  light  wood,  which,  however,  must  be  sold  in  Calcutta 
for  not  more  than  14  annas  each,  and  yet  leave  a  margin  of  profit  for 
both  the  producer  and  the  middleman.  The  main  points  to  be  kept 
in  view  are,  it  is  said,  that  the  boxes  must  not  be  neavier  or  more 
expensive  that  the  Japanese  boxes,  and  that  the  wood  must  be 
sweet  smelling,  and  free  from  all  kind  of  taint,  by  which,  I  suppose, 
is  meant  that  the  wood  must  not  have  properties  which  will  corrode 
the  sheet  lead  with  which  the  boxes  are  lined,  and  so  allow  the  tea 
to  get  spoiled.  Before,  therefore,  people  can  be  induced  to  take 
up  the  trade,  the  right  kind   of  wood   must  be  found  in   sufficient 

Juantity  and  in  suitable  situations.  Sample  tea-boxes  made  from 
apan  Wood  were  sent  to  the  Chief  Forest  Officers  of  Assam,  the 
Andamans,  and  the  Pegu  Circle,  Burma,  and  they  were  asked  to 
ascertain  whether  woods  suitable  for  the  purpose  were  obtainable 
in  the  forests  under  their  charge  ;  and  Mr.  Thurston  gives  a  pr^^is 
of  their  reports,  and  adds  information  on  the  subject  already  pub- 
lished in  the  Indian  Forester.  The  Conservator  of  Forests  in  Assam 
had  reported  in  1883  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  no  wood  in  Assam  which,  if  properly  seasoned,  would 
damage  the  lead  in  which  tea  is  packed  :  if  not  seasoned,  the  extent 
to  which  different  woods  would  damage  tea-lead  must  vary  greatly, 
almost  any  wood  would  spoil  tea-lead  if  used  without  being 
reasoned.  The  Conservator  now  said  that  there  was  an  abundance 
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of  light  tough  wood,  easily  worked,  and  therefore  suitable  for  tea* 
boxes  in  Assam,  to  meet  an  increasing  demand,  and  he  stated  the 
localities  whence  a  supply  could  best  be  drawn.  The  number  of 
boxes  made  from  Grovemment  timber  at  Tezpur  and  Lakhimpur 
had  increased  from  118,657  in  1888-89  to  894,127  in  1891-92, 
and  the  royalty  paid  to  Government  from  Rs.  7,218  to  lis.  17,792,. 
The  rate  of  royalty  is  stated  to  be  one  anna  a  box  :  but  at  that  rate 
the  royalty  for  1891-92  would  be  Rs.  24,633.  It  seems  possible 
that  the  number  of  boxes  is  overstated  by  one  lakh.  Tea-boxe& 
are,  in  Assam,  generally  made  from  Semal  (Bomhaa  malabaricum) 
and  three  or  four  other  ught  and  inferior  woods,  but  Mr.  McKee,  the 
Officiating  Conservator,  says  that  only  Semal  is  produced  in 
sufficient  abundance. — He  thinks  it  is  likely  that  the  local  saw- 
mills  of  Lakhimpur  Darrang,  and  Oachar  will  before  long  supply 
the  greater  part  of  the  box  demand.  All  the  gardens  in  tnose 
districts  are  now  supplied  by  local  mills,  which  obtain  their  timber 
either  from  the  Forest  Department  or  from  private  grants,  and  Mr. 
McKee  says  there  are  reasons  for  believing  that  the  number  of 
mills  will  be  increased  before  long,  as  it  is  found  that  boxes  can  be 
supplied  by  them  at  nearly  half  the  rate  charged  by  the  Calcutta 
houses,   and   of  sufficiently  good-  material. 

The  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests  in  the  Andaman  Islands 
reported  that  he  had  cut  up  a  quantity  of  Didu  (Bombax  insigne, 
and  therefore,  it  is  presumed,  a  wood  similar  to  Semal)  for  tea- 
boxes,  and  that  these  were  valued  in  Calcutta,  before  being 
tenoned  and  morticed,  at  14  annas  a  box.  Mr.  Carter,  Conservator 
of  Forests  of  the  Pegu  Circle  in  Burma,  reported  that  there  were 
two  common  trees  which,  when  converted  into  tea-boxes,  might 
possibly  compete  with  Japanese  wood  in  the  Calcutta  market  and 
one  of  these  was  that  of  the  Bombax  in$igne^  mentioned  by  the 
Andaman  Officer.  Mr.  Dansey,  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengal, 
stated  that,  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  the  difficul- 
ty of  obtaining  labour  for  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the  tea 
concerns,  and  the  very  few  local  species  of  any  use  for  the  purpose, 
he  did  not  think  it  strange  that  Bengal  should  not  be  able  to 
compete  with  Japan  in  the  tea-box  industry.  The  Kurseong 
Divisional  Officer  said  that  Tea  Managers  thereabouts,  preferred 
Japan  boxes,  which  when  made  up  cost  Ke.  1-4  each,  to  those  made 
from  local  wood  which  cost  1-1-4  to  Re.  1-2-6.  One  of  these  local 
woods  is  stated  by  Mr.  Gamble,  in  Vol.  IX,  1883,  of  the  Indian 
Forester  to  be  Semal ;  and  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Thurston,  Mr.  Gkunble 
said  that  Semal  and  other  soft  woods  could  be  got  in  abundance  and 
cheaply  in  the  Chittagong  forests  and  he  suggested  that  the  timber 
could  be  floated  down  to  ChittaTOng  and  be  there  cut  up  by  a  tidal 
water-wheel  miU  and  sent  cheaper  to  Calcutta. 

Finally,  it  appears  from  a  list  of  tea-box  woods  used  by  the 
planters  of  the  kangra  District,  that  Semal  (spelled  Simul  all 
through  Mr.  Thurston  s  paper)  is  one  of  them  ;  and  in  a  note  to  this 
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mirj  the  reporter  says  that  Mr.  Gamble  informs  him  that  in  the 
Dehra  Diin,  the  planters  all  use  Mango  wood  ;  because  all  their  tea 
goes  to  the  Commissariat  Department  and  the  Military  Depart- 
ment, which  gets  the  tea  for  the  troops,  insist  on  Mango  wood 
beeanse  the  wood  of  the  empty  tea-boxes  can  be  utilized. 

The  prominent  facts  noted  in  Mr.  Thurston's  paper  are,  (1) 
th^t  boards,  or  shocks,  of  pine  wood  are  imported  in  large  quantities 
from  Japan  to  be  made  up  into  boxes  to  hold  Indian  Tea,  and  that 
these,  after  coming  thousands  of  miles  by  sea  are  sent  hundreds  of 
miles  up  country  by  rail,  and  though  slightly  dearer,  are  preferred 
to  locally  made  boxes. 

(2),  That  Semal  and  a  few  other  Indian  woods  are  light  and 
good  enough  for  tea-boxes. 

(3).  That  Semal  or  the  allied  species,  Bombaa  insigne^  is  used 
so  far  as  available,  along  with  other  woods,  for  tea-boxes,  in  India, 
from  the  Andamans  to  the  Kangra  Valley,  except  in  Dehra 
Diin. 

(4).     That  the  Japanese  tea-boxes   are  made   of  Pine  wood 
that 


and  that  two  species  of  Kne  and  two  of  Fir  are  used  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  tnough  these  are  strong  smelling  and  more  or  less 
resinous  woods,  they  appear  not  to  be  objected  to  by  purchasers  of 
Indian  Tea. 

(5).  The  reason  why  Semal  is  not  used  for  tea-boxes  in  the 
Dehra  Diin  is  said  to  be  tnat  nearly  all  the  tea  there  produced  goes 
to  the  Commissariat  Department,  and  it  is  required  to  be  packed  in 
Mango  wood  boxes  because  these  can  be  utilised  when  emptied. 

(6).  The  boxes  made  from  local  woods,  including  Semalj 
in  the  Districts  of  Lakhimpur,  Darrang  and  Cachar  are  said  to  cost 
not  much  more  than  half  tne  price  of  boxes  made  from  the  Japan 
fthooks. 

As  I  have  a  considerable  stake  in  one  of  the  Dehra  Diin  Tea 
Companies,  and  as  I  know  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
Tea  of  that  Company  is  sent  for  sale  to  London  and  to  Canada, 
where  there  can  be  no  special  demand  for  Mango  wood,  and  as  I 
have  for  years  seen  the  groves  of  magnificent  old  Mango  trees  in 
the  IMn  being  felled  to  meet  the  demand  for  tea  boxes,  I  have 
been  naturally  led  to  think  that  the  denudation  might  be  somewhat 
lessened  and  perhaps  the  cost  of  boxes  cheapened,  if  the  tea  for 
London  and  Canada  were  to  be  packed  in  boxes  made  of  Semal 
wood,  which  grows,  self  sown,  all  over  the  Diin;  and  I  have  intend- 
ed to  suggest  this  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  my  Company.  But, 
I  now  see  that  Mr.  Thurston's  paper  suggests  many  other  questions, 
which  I  think  may  be  profitably  discussed  in  the  pages  of  the 
Indian  ForesteVy  and  I  will  now  proceed  to  name   some  of  them. 

The  Jirst  question  that  occurs  to  me  is  that  it  is  strange  that 
the  Forest  Department  in  India  cannot  produce  enough  of  timber 
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suitable  for  tea-boxes,  and  at  a  rate  cheap  enough.  Is  it  not  a  piiy 
that  the  tea  industry  of  India  should  be  so  greatly  dependent  on 
Japan  for  boxes  ?  From  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  J.  o.  Gamble, 
to  the  Indian  Forester j  published  in  the  number  for  October  1883, 
it  appears  that  teak  wood  was  then  the  ruling  material  for  tea-boxes 
in  Bengal,  and  Mr.  Gamble  said  : — "  It  is  important  that  the 
^  utilization  of  indigenous  woods  should  be  encouraged,  for  it  seems 
^  absurd  that  the  vast  forests  of  Assam  and  Cachar  should  be  said'to 
^  be  unable  to  produce  tea-box  woods  sufficiently  cheaply  to  compete 
*  with  teak  wood  from  Burma."  This  leads  me  to  inquire  whether 
Semal  trees  are  conserved  in  Eastern  India,  or  cut  out,  to  make 
room  for  more  valuable  timber.  Further,  if  they  are  conserved,  is 
any  aid  given  to  natural  production  by  sowing,  or  propagation  by 
cutting,  which  latter  mode,  I  am  told,  is  easy  ? 

But,  Second^  is  not  the  disgrace  of  having  to  import  tea-boxes 
from  Japan  largely  shared  by  the  tea  planters  ?  And  is  not  the 
loss,  by  increased  cost  of  boxes,  largely  owing  to  their  own 
negligence.  Most  tea  estates  have  a  considerable  extent  of  land 
under  forest,  and  Semal^  is,  I  believe,  universally  distributed.  Do 
the  planters  encourage  its  growth,  and  propagate  it  ?  If  not,  con- 
sidering that  the  process  is  so  easy,  and  the  tree  has  so  quick  a 
growth,  why  not  ? 

Third,  This  leads  me  to  inquire  whether  Mango  wood  boxes 
are  insisted  upon  by  the  Commissariat  and  Military  Departments 
down  couutr}%  as  they  are  in  the  North-Western  Provinces  and 
Punjab. 

Fourth.  Supposing  the  case  of  a  tea  garden  with  no  forest  land  : 
might  not  Semal  be  grown  all  over  the  garden,  without  injury 
but  perhaps  even  with  benefit,  to  the  tea  crop,  as  Sissu  is  grown 
in  some  gardens  in  the  Diin.  It  is  a  tree  with  few  branches,  and 
does  not  give  a  dense  shade.  Would  its  roots  interfere  with  -  those 
of  the  tea  bushes,  or  would  the  shedding  of  the  cotton-covered 
seeds  on  the  bushes  affect  to  any  serious  extent  the  plucking  and 
manufacture  of  the  tea-leaf.  I  think,  as  a  rule,  the  seeding  of  the 
Senial  must  be  over  before  there  is  much  flush  on  the  tea. 

Fifth.  In  how  many  years  does  a  Semal  tree  become  large 
enough  to  yield  planks  fit  for  tea-boxes  ;  and  what  is  the  weight 
of  a  tea-box  of  seasoned  Semal  wood,  23"  x  1^  x  18"  ?  And  how 
many  boxes  would  a  young  tree,  just  fit  to  be  felled,  yield,  at  a 
cubic  foot  of  timber  per  maund  of  tea,  the  rate  given  by  the 
Assam  Conservator  of  Forests?  What  is  the  weight  of  a  Mango 
wood  box  of  the  above  named  size  ? 

Siatth.  I  presume  that  the  slabs  and  branches  of  Semal  would 
be  of  use  as  fuel. 

Another  series  of  questions  occurs  to  me  with  reference 
to  Mango  wood,  though  in  putting  them,  I,  perhaps,  only  show 
ignorance.    Firsty  all  large  Mango  trees  that  I  have  seen,  yield 
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only  small  inferior  desi  fruit  and  the  size  to  which  Bombay  and 
other  grafted  mango  trees  grow  seems  limited.  Is  the  latter  fact 
becanse  gardens  of  grafted  mangos  are  all  yet  yonng  and  will  they 
in  tipoe  grow  up  into  big  timber  trees,  and  be  fit  for  tea-boxes  ? 

Second.  What  is  to  happen  to  the  tea  industry  in  the  Diin, 
and  other  districts,  under  the  influence  of  the  arbitrary  Military 
Department  when  the  old  Mango  trees  have  all  been  used   up. 

Third.  Are  desi^  or  timber-producing  mango  trees  being 
systematically  planted  by  land  owners  to  take  the  place  of  the 
mature  trees  when  felled  and  if  so,  has  that  been  done  ever  since 
Mango  wood  boxes  were  insisted  on  ;  and  when  will  desi  trees  so 
planted  become   fit   for  felling  ? 

Fourth.  Is  the  age  of  a  large  Mango  timber  tree  known  ? 
If  not,  might  not  the  Imperial  Forest  School  authorities  count  the 
rings  on  a  series  of  stumps. 

Fijih.  Ought  not  the  Directors  of  Tea  Companies,  and 
owners  of  private  gardens,  to  insist,  in  preference  to  Mango  wood, 
in  the  interests  of  the  Mango  tree,  as  well  as  for  economy's  sake 
that  Semal  wood  be  used  for  all  boxes  in  which  tea  is  packed  for 
export  and  local  sale,  and  not  for  the  Commissariat  ? 

Sixth.  If  by  the  systematic  growth  of  Semal  wood  and  its 
use  for  tea-boxes,  planters  in  the  Diin  and  elsewhere  could  tender 
to  supply  the  Commissariat  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  at  present  (one 
pice  per  pound  might  be  of  importance)  might  not  the  Commissariat 
and  Military  Departments  abandon  their  insistance  on  the  use  of 
Mango  wood  ? 

Seventh.  Seeing  that  one  sort  of  pine,  Pinus  Thunherpii^ 
is  so  extensively  converted  into  tea-boxes,  and  that  two  other 
species,  and  two  species  of  firs  are  to  some  extent  used  in  the 
Kangra  Valley,  the  tea  of  which  has  a  good  reputetion,  and  also 
that  boxes  of  these  woods  would  work  up  usefully  after  they  had 
been  emptied  of  the  tea,  could  not  the  Militery  and  Commissariat 
Departments  be  induced  to  allow  the  tea  they  take  to  be  packed  in 
boxes  made  of  pine  or  fir  wood  ? 

Eighth.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  by  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment to  introduce  into  India  Pinus  Thunhergii^  which  seems  to  be 
so  eminently  suiteble  for  tea-boxes  ?  If  such  attempt  has  been 
made,  what  has  been  the  success,  and  when  will  the  trees  be  fit  for 
felling. 

Ninth.  Lastly,  I  am  under  the  impression  that  there  has  been 
some  attempt  to  make  tea-boxes  of  papier-mAchd  or  of  cellulose  ; 
and  as  this  material  could  be  made  of  the  refase  wood  of  the  forests 
in  India,  ite  production  ought  to  be  cheap.  Mr.  Fisher  formerly  of 
the  Forest  School  Circle  and  now  on  the  Coopers'  Hill  (Forest 
Branch)  Steff,  some  years  ago  told  me  that  he   thought  it  would 

Ky  to  establish  the  manufactore  of  stock   for  paper-making  in  the 
in,  and  I  imagine  the  same  stock,  with  perhaps  some  cementing 
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material  added,  Would  do  for  tea-boxes.    Can   any  of  the  readers 
of  the  Indian  Fo^^ster  say  anything  about  this  ? 

!  C.  W.  HOPE. 

Dehra  JDim,  lOth  January y  1893. 

Since  the  above  waa  written,  I  have  seen  a  Diin  planter  who  telle  me  that 
the  CommiBaariat  <fo  not  inaiat  on  Manffo  wood,  and  proacribe  only  Stmal, 
Mango   wood  ia  need  beoaoae  it  ia  the  cheapeat  to  be  had. 

C.  W.  H. 

TEA-BOX  WOODS 
{Ifote  by   Hon.  Editor^ 

After  reading  Mr.  Hope's  article,  we  thought  it  best  to  try 
and  obtain  some  more  information  on  the  suQect  of  woods  for 
tea-boxes  in  the  Diin.  It  seems  that  planters  are  not  unwilling 
to  try  Semal  wood  boxes,  provided  they  are  of  the  exact  dimensions 
which  the  Commissariat  Department  insist  on,  viz^  26  in.  x  15  in. 
X  13  in.  the  wood  being  ^  in.  thick.  Such  boxes,  of  mango 
wood,  cost  Rs.  0*18-3  each,  with  6  pies  extra  for  French  wire  naib. 
Mr.  Hearle,  the  Diin  Divisional  Officer,  estimates  the  probable 
^requirements  of  the  District  at  12,000  of  the  above  sized 
Commissariat  boxes,  4,000  of  23  in.  X  20  in.  X  20  in.  for  Orange 
Pekoe  and  3,200  of  21  in.  X  20  m.  X  20  in.  for  Pekoe  :  the  two 
latter  costing  respectively,  without  nails,  Rs.  1-5-6  and  Rs.  1-3-6 
each. 

Mr.  Hearle  says  that  the  shoe  has  certainly  not  yet  begun  to 
pinch  and  Semal  wood  to  be  brought  into  use,  for  at  an  auction 
sale  held  lately  at  Hardwar,  28  Semal  logs,  containing  298  cubic 
feet,  were  sola  for  Rs.  34-8  or  nearly  2  as.  per  foot,  to  be  taken  to 
Meerut  for  indigo  boxes  such  as  are  sold  for   8  annas  each. 

Not  very  long  ago  a  quantity  of  spruce  fir  wood  ( Abiei 
SmitMana)  was  cut  in  the  Datmir  Forest  on  the  Tons  and  taken 
down  to  the  Depdt  at  Dakhpathar  and  there  cut  up,  pieces  being 
distributed  free  to  planters  for  trial.  No  one  would,  however,  have 
anything  to  say  to  it,  and  the  wood  had  to  be  sold  off  for  other 
purposes.  Spruce  wood  can  probably  be  delivered  on  the  Jumna 
bank  in  the  Diin  at  4  to  6  as.  per.cubic  foot  and  in  our  opinion  it 
is  probably  much  the  best  material  that  planters  are  likely   to  find* 

We  nave  been  favoured  by  Mr.  A.  omythies  with  the  follow- 
ing further  note  on  the  subject  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Forest 
Department  to  assist  planters  in  finding  a  good  tea-box  wood,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  of  the  some  opinion  that  we  are,  as 
regards  the  suitability  of  spruce  fir. 

"  In  October,  1885,  some  planks  of  various  trees.were  supplied 
'  by  the  Forest  Department  to  one  of  the  largest  tea  gardens  in 

*  the  Diin  ;  they  had  been  carefully  seasoned  and  with  rew  exoep- 

*  tions  thev  appeared   suitable   for  box  purposes.     But  enquiries 
'  shewed  tnat  in  most  cases  the  timber  could  not  be  supplied  of 
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*  suitable  nize,  aaid  oonvemenily  situated  for  sowiog  ap^  Some  of 
Uhe  wood  was  also  too  heavj.  The  kinds  experimented  on  were^ 
*Pidal  {Stereospermum  tuaveolefU),  Enmhar  ((jrmelina  arbdrea)^ 
^Babera  {TermmaUa  helerica\  Lessora  (Cbniia  Myxa\  Jhingan 
^{Odina  Wodier),  Semal  (Bombax  mcUabaricuMX  Fviisk  (K^dia^ 
* ealyeina)y  AobIa  {Phyllanihui  Emblicd)^  and  Kharpat  (G^arw^a 
^pmnatd).    The  latter  was  thought  well  of. 

^  Two  years  ago  the  price  i^id  for  a  Man^o-wood  bo^  27  ia> 
'  X  16  in.  X  14  in.  was  12  As.  6  P.  and  the  ^miinber  of  treet^ 
'  estimated  as  the  annual  consumption  in  the  Diin  was  250  to  300, 

*  with  a  five  years*  supply^  in  hand.      Since  then,   however,  the 

*  price  has  risen  ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Dilin  can  yield 
'  another  three  years'  supply  at  the  present  rates.  The  total  require- 
'  ments  of  the  thin  Qaidens  in  planks  6  in.  X  11  in.  x  ^  in.  were 
'  estimated  at  that  time  to  be  two  thousand  five  hundred  scores. 
'  It  behoves  the  planters,  then,  to  experiment  on  a  large  scale  with 
'  some  other  wood  than  Mango,  and  the  probability  is  that  the 
'  spruce  fir,  well  seasoned,  would  answer  their  purposes  ;  there  is 
'  any  amount  of  it  to  be  had  in  the  forests   beyond   Chakrata,  and 

*  it  could  be  floated  down  the  Tons  and  Jumna,  and  delievered  at 
'  Dakhpathar.  The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  they  will  be  com* 
'  polled  to  use  some  other  wood  than  Mango,  and  if  Semal  is 
'  objected  to  by  the  Commissariat  Department,  tnere   is   no   reason. 

*  to  make  us  think  that  Spruce  fir  would  share  the  same  fate.  At 
'  all  events  we  recommend  them  to  make  the  experiment  while  there 
'is  yet  time." 

What  is  really  wanted  is  for  the  planters  to  take  the  matter  up 
themselves.  The  Forest  Department  is,  we  are  sure,  in  spite  of 
Mr.  Hope's  remarks,  anxious  to  assist  them,  but  after  all,  its  chief 
business  is  production,  and  planters  who  desire  an  improved  supply 
of  wood,  must  meet  it  halfway  and  at  any  rate  say  definitely  what 
it  is  they  want  to  be   supplied  with,   whether  in  Assam  or  in  the 

Hon.  Ed. 


Experiments  on  the  durability  of  various  woods. 
made  at  Dehra  Dun. 

In  order  to  obtain  some  data  on  the  durabili^  of  Indian 
woods,  the  Government  of  India  in  a  Circular  No.  45F.  of 
October  31st  1879.  para  6,  ordered  these  experiments  to  be  started. 
Specimens  of  various  species,  chiefly  those  common  in  the  Diin 
and  adjoining  hills,  were  prepared,  the  size  and  shape  of  a  metre- 
gauge  Sleeper  being  chosen  as  most  suitable.  These  were  placed 
m  the  groimd  at  the  Imperial  Forest  School,  one  half  of  each  piece 
being  left  exposed,  the  other  half  under  ground  :  and  in  all  39 
species  were  thns  treated,  most  of  them  being  put  down  in  1881, 
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and  a  few  subsequently  at  diflFerent  times.  The  soil  in  which  the 
sleepers  were  buried  was  a  rich  sandy  clay,  giving,  on  a  rough 
•qualitative  analysis  made  by  Instructor  Mr.  A.  F.  Gradon  : — 

Sand         ...  ...  ...  •••     35     per  cent. 

Clay  ...  ...  ...  ...     24         „ 

Organic  matter  ...  ...  ...       5         „ 

One  by  one,  the  weaker  and  softer  kinds  disappeared,  under 
the  effects  of  rot  and  the  attacks  of  white  ants  :  and  in  August  1892, 
just  eleven  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  experiment,  the 
surviving  pieces  were  dug  up  by  the  Deputy  Director,  Mr. 
Smythies,  in  the  presence  of  his  class  of  Forest  Utilization,  with 
the  following  results. 

Three  species  had  their  wood  still  perfectly  sound  in  every 
respect,  both  above  and  below  ground.  These  were  (1)  the 
Himalayan  Cypress,  {Cupressus  torulosa)  10  years  buried;  (2) 
Teak,  9  years  buried ;  and  (3)  Anjan  (Hardwickia  binata)  7  years 
buried.  Both  Deodar  and  Sissu  after  11  years  burial  had  their 
heartwood  quite  sound,  but  the  sapwood  has  been  entirely  eaten 
away  by  white-ants.  Next  to  these  came  the  two  species  of 
Eugenia,  Piaman  {Eugenia  operctdatd)  and  Jaman  (Eugenia 
Jamholana  )  which  lasted  well  for  9  years  but  are  now  beginning 
to  show  signs  of  decay.  Sandan  (Ougeinia  dalbergioides)  was 
much  the  same,  as  were  also  Toon  (Cedrela  Toona)  and  Alhizzia 
procera.  The  Toon  was  almost  untouched  above  ground,  but  the 
buried  parts  were  unmistakeably  traversed  by  the  mycelia  of  fimgi. 
^VLin  {Termiruilia  tomentosa)  diXiA  Albizzia  Lebbek  lasted  8  years; 
Phyllanthus  Emblica^  Adina  cordifolia^  Cedrela  serrata^  Pinus 
eacelsa  and  Abies  Smithiana  remained  good  for  7  years  and  then 
succumbed.  Pinus  longifolia  and  the  three  oaks  {Quercus  Semecar- 
pifolia,  incana  and  dilata^a)  lasted  6  years.  Aegle  MarmeloSy 
Stephegyne  parvi/olia^  Abies  Webbiana  and  Schleichera  trijuga 
remained  good  for  5  years.  A  Grrewia  lasted  for  four  years,  while 
I/dgerstrdmia  parvijlora^  Anogeissus  latifolia^  Acacia  arabicOy 
BiUea  frondosa^  Aesculus  indica  and  the  Mango  gave  way  in  3 

^ears  time.  It  is  as  well  to  place  on  record  that  Denra  Diin  is  the 
road  valley  at  the  base  of  the  Himalaya  and  between  it  and  the 
Siwaliks,  extending  from  the  Jumna  to  the  Ganges.  The  altitude 
of  the  locality  is  just  about  2,100  feet,  the  climate  is  moderately 
cool  and  the  average  annual  rainfall  73  inches. 

The  most  remarkable  thing  about  these  experiments  is  the 
•durability  of  the  Cypress,  a  fact  which  ought  to  be  remembered  in 
planting  tree?  in  the  hills,  for  few  trees  are  so  easily  grown,  even 
down  to  the  plains  in  the  Diin  and  further  still  to  Saharanpur. 
The  wood  is  not  unlike  deodar  ,  but  with  a  quite  different  strong 
ficeut.  The  tree  thrives  best  on  limestone,  but  is  not  reaUy  very 
particular  and  it  grows  straight  and  well  in  close  plantations. 

J.  S.  G. 
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Edible    feras  in  Kashmir, 

Sib, 

It  may  interest  your  readers  to  know  that  the  "adder's 
tongne"  (^Ophioglossum  vulgatum\  is  much  esteemed  by  the 
villagers  in. Kashmir  as  a  sdff.  It  is  very  common  just  now  in 
the  Salab  Valley.  They  take  out  the  tongue  and  cut  the  leaves 
only  and  their  name  is  chonchru  ;  one  of  my  officers  has  a  very 
good  Hindu  Cook  and  he  sent  me  up  a  dish  of  various  kinds  of 
tda  cooked  in  his  own  way,  it  contained,  besides  the  above,  various 
otners  including  dandelion  and  all  tasted  very  well  indeed.  The 
villagers  also  eat  the  young  fronds  of  Aspidium  aculeatum.  This  is 
the  time  for  camping  in  the  Kashmir  Valley,  weather  delightful 
and  the  villages  lovely,  with  thousands  of  pear,  apple,  peach  and 
plxmi  trees  in  full  bloom. 

ht  May.  J.  C.  McD. 


flowering  of   Baib  Grass  in  Oudh. 

Sib, 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  bankhas  or  baib  grass  in 
the  Oudh  Forests,  commenced  flowering  on  the  15th  March  this 
year,  or  fully  three  months  before  the  usual  time.  The  abnormally 
cool  and  wet  spring  may  be  held  accountable  for  this  ;  and  it  may 
also  he  possible  that  continual  protection  from  cattle  and  fires 
together  with  the  annual  cutting  of  the  baib  crop  might  in  favorable 
climatic  conditions,  such  as  the  present  season,  permit  of  a  double 
crop  in  the  year.  The  flowering  clumps  of  bankhas  are  noticeable 
for  the  shortness  of  the  grass.  In  Oudh  where  the  export  of 
bankhas  for  paper  making  alone  amounts  to  some  40,000  maunds 
annually,  with  prospect  of  further  increase,  this  question  is  of 
importance  and  I  will  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion  on  the 
subject.  The  paper  mills  lay  much  stress  on  length  of  fibre  and  it 
is  also  self  evident  that  the  cost  of  collection  of  short-fibred  grass 
would  be  heavier. 

S.  E.  W. 
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failure  of   Sal   to  flower    in    Assam. 

Sib, 

Could  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers  inform  me 
through  the  medium  of  your  tJoumal  why  scarcely  any  s&l  trees 
have  flowered  this  year  throughout  the  whole  district  oi  the  Qiro 
Hills  and  in  half  of  Godlpara  ?  Have  any  of  the  following  causes 
afiected  the  flowering  ? 

(1).     Excessive  seed  of  s41  in  the  last  year. 

(2).  Abnormal  temperature  of  the  current  year  on  account 
■of  excessive  cold,  early  and  copious  rainfall. 

(3).     Frequent  hailstorms  in  this  season. 

(4).     Devouring  of  leaves  by  a  species  of  caterpillar. 


5th  May,  1893. 


JoGBSWAB  Sub. 


The  Blazer  question. 

Sib, 

I  see  from  your  April  issue  that  Bombay  Foresters  are  con- 
sidering the  question  of  adopting  a  "  Departmental  Blazer  "  of  one 
?attern,  while  in  Burma  another  coat  has  apparently  been  adopted, 
he  Coopers  Hill  Foresters  have  their  own  coat  or  coats,  and  I 
think  there  is  or  was  a  Nancy  pattern.  In  to-day's  Pioneer  it  is 
said  that  "  the  Forest  Service  are  about  to  start  a  Departmental 
Blazer  "  but  that  the  promoters  are  in  a  difficulty.  Will  you 
permit  me  to  suggest  in  your  pages  that  as  there  are,  it  is  unaer- 
stood,  a  considerable  number  of  foresters  who  are  strongly  opposed 
to  the  idea  of  a  "  Departmental  Blazer,"  the  promoters  snould  take 
steps  to  ascertain  whether  the  Forest  Service  as  a  whole  really 
wishes  for  anything  of  the  kind.  A  postcard  of  enquiry  to  every 
Forest  Officer  whether  European  or  native  of  the  grades  above 
that  of  Ranger  (if  indeed  it  may  be  assumed  that  Rangers  do  not 
wish  to  wear  the  Service  colors)  would  not  cost  the  promoters 
much  and  might  settle  the  question.  My  own  view  is  that,  as  the 
Coopers  Hill  men  have  had  for  years  past  their  own  Blazer,  and 
as  they  will  in  a  short  time  practically  constitute  the  "  upper  ten  " 
in  the  Department,  the  matter  might  be  left  to  settle  itself,  as  in 
the  D.  F.  W.,  by  the  adoption  hereafter  of  the  R.  I.  E.  C. 
Blazer. 


£9th  April,  1893. 


WHITE  FLANNEL." 
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Forest  Administration  Reports  for  1891-92, 

For  Assaniy  the  Andamans^   and  Burma. 

The  Assam  Eeport  shews  a  gradual  improvement  in  the 
finance  of  the  forests  of  the  Province,  the  gross  revenue  of  the  year 
having  been  Rs.  3,36,129  and  the  net  revenue  Rs.  68,604. 

The  year  1891-92  is  the  last  one  in  which  the  Assam  Forests 
wiU  have  been  worked  under  Act  VII  of  1878,  for  from  April  1892 
Uie  new  Assam  Forest  Reflation  came  into  force.  This 
Kegulation  has  no  class  of  '  Protected  Forests '  so  that,  as  the 
Unservator  says,  "  what  are  now  protected  forests  will  henceforth 
^  be  transferred  to  the  reserves  or  included  under  the  head  of 
unclosed  forests  and  waste  lands."  This  should  make  a  con-, 
siderable  addition  to  the  Reserved  Forest  area. 

In  reviewing  the  Bengal  Reports,  of  the  years  1890  to  1892 
we  noticed  the  difficulty  that  exists  in  obtaining  good  forest  sub- 
ordinates in  that  Province  :  we  see  that  Mr.  McKee  experiences 
the  same  difficulties  as  Mr.  Dansey,  for  he  says  :— 

«      -D  ^^^^^^  service  is  not  appreciated  here,  and  we  are  dependent 
,^^^«pgalis  for  the  grades  of  ranger  and  forester  ;  and  if  Bengal 

tmds  it  difficult  to  obtain  good  men  on  the  pay  available  in  that 
^  province,  it  must  be  obvious  that  we  must  find  it  still  harder  to 
^  obtain  fitting  subordinates  of  the   same  class   on  a   scale   of  pay 

shghtly  less  than  the  average  quoted  by  Mr.  Dansey,  who 
^  complains  that  his  rangers   are  paid  an   average   of  Rs.  56   per 

month,  as  compared  with  Rs.  65  in  the  North-Western  Provinces 
,  ^d  Oudh,  Rs.   70   in   the  Central  Provinces   and   Punjab,   and 

Ks.  74  in  Burma.  But  in  Assam  our  rangers  are  paid  an  average 
*of  onlyRs.  55amonth." 

Doubtless,  the  reorganized  scale  which  we  are  confidently 
exfjecting  to  be  speedily  sanctioned,  will  improve   matters,   mean- 

k  ^j^^  see  that  the  Conservator  is  able  to  select  several  Bengali 
subordinates   for   special    commendation. 

Noticeable  among  the  changes  of  the  year  is  the  promulgation 
of  a  new  Regulation  for  Sylhet,  on  which  the  Report  says  :— 

« •  A  *1  ^^  ^^^  ^®  noted  here  that  an  important  Regulation  came 
into  force  during  the  year,  called  the  Sylhet  Jhtim  Regulation  of 
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•1891,   whereby    Qovemment    has   proclaimed    its  intention  of 

•  commuting  all  the  shifting  and  ill-defined   forest  rights  of  jhdm^ 

•  ffurkatiy  tipperay  Ac.,  that  np  to  date  have  been  claimed,   and,  m 

•  many  cases,  exercised,  over  large  areas  of  forest  waste  land  in  the 

•  district,  and  which  have  been  an  important  stumbling  block  in  wie 

•  way  of  forming  reserves,  or  of  granting  a  clear  title  to  land  for 

•  cultivation  therein." 

If  we  are  not  mistaken,  there  are  other  parts  of  India  also 
where  some  such^Atim  commutation  arrangement  would  be  of  great 
advantage. 

On  the  question  of  the  natural  reproduction  of  SAl,  the  ^V^ 
has  some  interesting  notes   which   we   reproduce.     "  In  the  Sal 

•  forests  of  GoAlpAra  and  the  Giro  Hills,  seedlings  were  also  noticed 

•  to  be  'fairly  plentiful  in  all  likely   places  ;  and   the  Sil   forest 

•  constantly  exhibits  sure,  if  gradual,  signs  of  encroaching   on  the 

•  adjoining  grass  maidansy  and  especially  of  spreading  and  establish- 

•  ing  itself  in  the  neighbouring   belts   of  mixed   deciduous   forest. 

•  This  latter  feature  is  very  marked  in  the  strip  of  mixed  forest  that 

•  stretches  along  the  foot  of  the  Bhutan  Hills,  and  divides  these 
Matter  from  the  extensive  Sal  blocks  of  the  Eastern  Duars.  In 
« this  locality,  the  Sdl  is  gradually,  but  most  undoubtedly,  replacing 

•  the  dry  deciduous  forest ;  and  although  relatively  scarce  in  quan- 

•  tity,  its  seedhngs  are  far  more  conspicuous  than  those  of  any  other 

•  single  species,  except  perhaps  Makriah  (Schima  Wallichif),  which 

•  is  always,  in  these  forests,  a  constant  companion  of  the  Sal. 

*  In  some  of  the  older  forests  of  the   Giro   Hills,   however, 

•  seedling    reproduction     is   disappointing.     In   many     parts    of 

•  Dambu  it  is  almost  entirely  absent,  a  fact  which  may  be  owing  to 

•  the  very  overmature  condition  of  the  high  forest  and  seed-bearing 

•  trees,  and  which  will  entail  the  very  greatest  care  in  the  selection 

•  of  trees   when   the   opportunity   arrives  for   working  this  forest. 

•  The  latter  fact  is  made  clear  in  those   places   where   timber  was 

•  felled   by   contractors  a  few  years   back,   when   the   work   was 

•  evidently  carried  out  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the   lessees  and 

•  with  little  or  no  regard  for   sylvicultural  requirements,  in  conse- 

•  quence  of  which,  the   forest,   which  consisted   almost  entirely  of 

•  mature  trees,  has  been  clear  felled,  and  its  place  taken  by  a  dense 

•  tangled  mass  of  useless  undergrowth,  in  which  Sal  is  conspicuous 
'  by  its  absence." 

Under  "  Artificial  reproduction  "  the  most  interesting  point  is 
the  very  quick  growth  of  teak  at  Makum  which  is  thus  described: — 
"  Mr.  Fordyce  reports  that  the  two  acres  of  experimental  teak 
'  plantation  at  Makum  no  longer  require  any  attention.  Twenty 
'  dominant  trees  were  selected  and  measured,  the  two  largest,  which 
'  are  only  16  years  old  proving  to  be  of  dimensions  as  follows  : — 

•  Heiffht     ...  ...     82  feet. 

*  Girth       ...  ...       3    „     6  inches. 

99  •••  •••  O         „         2  „ 

'  These  measurements  beat  results  obtained   at  Nilambur   on 
•  the  Madras  West  Coast." 
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Perhaps  some  of  onr  subscribers  in  Madras  can  refute  the 
latter  statement  and  give  ns  information  from  Kilambnr  which  will 
supplement  that  given  in  1878  (see  Manual  of  Indian  Timbers)  and 
next  year  (1894)  give  as  the  growth  of  the  trees  planted  by  Mr. 
Conollv  which  will  then  reach  thair  half  century  Juoilee  year. 

The  question  of  the  India  Rubber  trade  naturally  takes  an 
important  place  in  the  Assam  Report :  the  outturn  of  the  year  was 
4,227  maunds  and  the  receipts  were  Rs.  25,585.  But  there  is  clearly 
a  good  deal  of  theft,  for  we  read  that : — *'  The  right  to  collect  the 

*  product  has  been  farmed  out  to  contractors,  who  have  hitherto 
*paid   considerable  sums    of    money   for  the  privilege.     Lately, 

*  nowever,  many  complaints  have  been  made  that  the  Assam  forests 

*  are  not  nearly  so  productive  in  rubber  as  heretofore,  a  fact  doubt- 

*  less  owing  partly  to  the   reckless  method   of  working   employed 

*  by  the  contractors  and  their  agents,  and  partly  to  the  unprotected 

*  and  inaccessible  situations  of  the  rubber  tracts,  which  have  enabled 

*  the  adjoining  hill  tribes  to  illicitly  tap   the  trees  and   import  the 

*  rubber  into  Assam  tree  of  duty  as  foreign  produce.     Almost  while 

*  writing  the  above,  a  report  has  been  received  from  the  Divisional 

*  Officer  of  Darrang,  Mr.  Copeland,  describing  how  he  has  just  found 

*  the  Government  forests   on   the   frontier  full  of  foreign   rubber 

*  tappers,  who  have  come   down  in   a  systematic   way,  in  separate 

*  gangs,  each  under  a  Sardar,  and  heavily  tapped  nearly  all  the 
'  trees  growing  within  a  few  miles  of  the  border,   the   work   being 

*  done  at  night.  The  leases  having  now  expired,  the  question  ot 
'  how  best  to  collect  this  head  of  revenue  in  future  has  formed  the 
'  subject  of  a  separate  reference  which  it  is  believed   has  been   for* 

*  warded  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  of  India,  and 
'  need  not  be  further  alluded  to  in  this  report." 

The  working  of  the  *  Agar'  tree  (Aquilaria  Agallocha)  which 
had  been  relaxed  for  awhile,  is  about  to  recommence,  as  new  loca- 
lities for  it  have  been  found  in  Sibsdgar  and  the  Naga  Hills. 

We  will  conclude  by  quoting  the  following  important  para- 

raph  on  the  subject  of  woods  for  tea-boxes,  a  subject  which  has 

teiy  been  discussed  in  one  of  the  useful  appendices  which  we  owe 

to  Mr.  E.  Thurston.     "  As  the  industry  of  tea-boxes  from  sawmills 

*  is  rapidly  extending  in  Assam  and  obtains  a  good  deal  of  its   raw 

*  material  from  Government  forests,  it  may  be  useful  to  record   a 

*  statement  as  follows,  showing  what  the  outturn  and  value  of  the 
-*  trade  has  been  during  the  past  four  years  : — 

Number    Number  Number      Total 
Year.  of  boxes,  of  boxes,  of  boxes,   number   Cubic  feet.     Royalty 

Large.     Medium,     Small,    of  boxes.  paid. 

Rs. 

'  1888-89   112,329  ...     6,328  118,657  86,778  7,218 

*  1889-90   95,291  1,023  9,670  105,984  75,898  6,305  j 

*  1890-91   139,272  11,422  13,457  164,151  116,118  9,659 

^  1891-92   347,499  24,738  21,890  394,127  282,986  17,792  j 
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'  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  demand  on  our  forests 

•  in  this  connection  has  more  than  doubled  daring  the  above  period. 
•The  produce   chiefly   required  in  the   mills  consists  of  inferior 

•  timber  such  as   Simul  (Bombaa  malabaricum)^  Kadam  (Antho^ 

•  cephalus  Cadamba)^  and  Eokan  (Duabanga  Sonneratioidesjy  all  of 

•  wnich  are  quick-growinc  trees  ;  and  as  the  industry  has  every 

•  chance  of  developing  and  becoming  permanent  in   this  province, 

•  it  may  soon  be  necessary  to  reserve  certain  well-situated  areas  for 

•  the   special  purpose   of  supplying  this  particular  demand  which 

•  at  present  is  concentrated  almost  wholly  on  unclassed  forests." 

The  Andamans  Report  records  the  damage  done  by  the 
cyclone  of  November  1891  which  has  already  been  described  in 
our  pages  ;  and  informs  us  how  a  beginning  has  been  made  in  the 
selection  and  demarcation  of  permanent  reserves  under  the 
policy  recommended  by  Mr.  Hill  in  1891. 

The  valuation  surveys  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  Padouk 
available,  give  the  following  results  per  square  mile. 

Trees  30  in.  in  diameter  and  above  ...  •••  502 

„      24  in.   „         „  „  ---  ...     35 

„      18  m.   „         „  „  •••  •••     12 

,,  LZ    m.     yy  y  99  ***  ***        -"-^ 

but  the  area  gone  over  was  only  614  acres. 

The  cleaning  for  reproduction  around  Padouk  seedgivers  still 

Sees  on  steadily  and  it  will  be  interesting  in  the   future   to    hear 
le  result  of  the  operation,  as  it  will  also   be  with  the  plantation 
work  of  teak  and  Padouk  seedlings. 

The  chief  depdts  for  timber  sales  are  still  Calcutta,  Madras 
and  London.  In  Calcutta  63  tons  of  Padouk  were  sold  at  about 
Bs.  60  per  ton,  and  18  tons  of  gurjan  planks  at  Bs.  45  per  ton. 
At  the  Madras  Depot  the  prices  obtained  were  less,  reaching  only 
Rs.  41  per  ton  for  padouk  and  Rs.  35  per  ton  for  gurjan,  while 
pyimma  squares  brought  in  Rs.  47  per  ton.  In  London  1,530  tons 
were  sold  and  realized  £7-16  aU  round,  as  against  £6-12s.-9d.  in 
the  previous  year,  the  price  being  apparently  regulated  by  the 
oolour,  which  should  be  dark. 

The  financial  results  of  the  year  were  good,  viz  : — 

Rs. 

Revenue  ...  ...  ...     2,72,338 

Expenditure  ...  ...  ...     1,79,908 


Surplus  ...        92,430 

The  Review  of  the  Burma  Reports  by  the  Government  of 
India,  records  merely  an  account  of  steady  progress  in  forest  work, 
but  little  of  special  note  for  us  to  mention.  They  remark,  however, 
on  the  large  increase  made  during  the  year  in  the  extraction  o£ 
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other  kinds  of  wood  than  teak,  chiefly  due  to  the  larger  demand  for 
sleepers  and  shingles  of  pyinkado  {Xylia  dolaBriformis)  and. 
pjimma  (^Lagerstrdmia  Flos-Regince,) 

The   Review  also  has  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  natural 
reproduction  due  to  the  flowering  of  bamboos,  which  we  reproduce, 

'*  The  remarks  on  unaided  natural  reproduction  are  generally 
'  extremely  brief,  and  I  am  to  suggest  that  the  effect  of  fire-pro- 

*  tection — ^which  has  now  been  continued  for  a  considerable  number 
'of  years  in  some  of  the  reserves— on  reproduction  and  the  general 
'forest-growth  should  be  studied  and  noticed  in  the  next  Keport. 

*  In  so  far,  however,  as   the  observations  refer  to  the  flowering  of 

*  bamboos,  the  reports  of  the  Upper  Burma  and  Pegu  Circles  have 

*  a  peculiar  interest  and  importance  ;  for  the  fact  that  the  reproduo- 

*  tion  of  teak  in  Burma  takes  place  generally  during  the  periodical 
'  flowering  of  bamboo,  which  bad  been  accepted  on  mference  and  a. 
'  study  of  age  classes,  has  now  been  further  verified  by  observations 

*  made  during  the  flowering  of  Dendrocalamus  Hamiltonii ;  and  a 

*  more  gener^  flowering  of  the  larger  bamboos  will  give  the  Burma 
•foresters   the   opportunity  of  assisting  nature  by  introducing  a 

*  larger  percentage  of  teak  into  the  composition  of  the  natural  forest. 

*  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  much  can  be  effected  in  the  scarce- 
ly settled  forests  of  Upper   Burma;  but    the  operations    now 

*  being  carried  on  in  the  K6n  Bilin  reserve,  in  areas  on  which  the 
'  Tint4}a  ( Cephalostachyum  pergracile)  has  flowered,  indicate  that 

*  the  forest  establishment  of  the  Pegu  Circle  are  alive  to  the  im- 
'  portance  of  the  question. 

In  the  Report  on  the  Tenassarim  Circle  it  is  noted  that  the 
prices  of  teak  in  the  home  markets  varied  from  £9  to  £11-10, 
the  freight  varying  from  40s  to  45s  per  ten.  In  Bombay  and 
Calcutta  the  prices  of  squares  varied  from  Rs.  50  to  Rs.  70  and 
of  scantlings  from  Rs.  60  to  Rs.  90.  In  the  Pegu  Circle  Report, 
it  is  noted  that  6,032  tons  of  timber,  other  than  teak,  were  exported 
to  a  value  of  Rs.  330,  993  most  of  it  being  pyinkado  sleepers.  The 
total  quantity  of  teak  wood  exported  during  the  year,  from  the 
ports  of  Rangoon  and  Moulmein,  came  to  161,967  tons,  valued 
at  lU.  117,01,664. 

The  Upper  Burma  Report  is  naturally  the  more  interesting  of 
the  three  and  it  is  clear  that  progress  is  both  fast  and  good.  It  is 
clear,  however,  that  the  forests  have  long  been  overworked 
and  will  require  rest  and  careful  treatment  for  a  long  time,  for  the 
result  of  girdling  operations  shews  that  of  an  expected  number  of 
of  32,000  trees  only  20,048  were  found. 

There  is  an  interesting  account  of  Mr.  O'Bryen's  deputation  to 
accompany  the  Maingkhwan  column  in  the  exploration  of  the 
rubber  tracts  in  the  Hukong  Valley. 

"  The  column  only  spent  24  days  in  the  Hukong  valley,  and, 
*  owing  to  difficulties  in  tne  way  of  supplying  rations  for  his  escort. 
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^  Mr.  O'Bryen  never  got  nearer  than  within  six  days'  march  of  the 

*  largest  forests,  which  are  said  to  be  on  the  hills  to  the  north  and 

*  north-east  of 'Ntuptnmsa  at  the  sources  of  the  Thabyfe  and  Tawan 

*  channgs.     After  leaving  the  Hukong  valley  Mr.   O'Bryen  went  to 

*  Fort  O'Donnell,  selecting  en  route  a  site  for  an  experimental  rubber 
-•  plantation.  He  then  proceeded  down  the  Uyu  river  as  far  as 
'  Momon,  whence  he  struck  across  to  Lawsdn  near  the  Indawgyi  lake, 
'  and  thence  followed  the  foot  of  the  hills  west  of  the  lake  to  Kamaing. 

*  Ficus  elastica  is  reported  to  extend  from  the  Indaw^i  lake  in 
« latitude  25*  15'  northwards  as  far  as  the  Shan  States  of  Kampti  on 

*  the  Irrawaddy  and  north-west  into  Assam,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 

*  grow  east  of  the  Irrawaddy,     In  the  forests  examined,  the  rubber 

*  trees  were  never  found  in   compact  blocks,  but  scattered  either 

*  singly  or  in  groups  in  dense  evergreen  forest,  and  it  was  ascertain- 
'  ed  from  the  Kachins  that  all  the  rubber  forests   are  of  a  similar 

*  description.     Countings   made   in   the   forests  showed  a  general 

*  average  of  9  trees  per  100  acres,  but  on  the  Jade  Mines  road,  from 
'  Nanyong  to  Numnuyang,  as  many  as  50  trees  per  100  acres  were 

*  found.     The  more  accessible  forests  have  been  overworked,   and 

*  many  trees  have  been  killed  by  tapping  the  underground  roots, 
'  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  in  some  casses  the  local  Sawbwas 

*  have  realized  the  fact  that  trees  cannot  be  drained  year  after  year 

*  with  impunity  and  have  established  a  kind  of  rotation,  which  rives 
'  them  a  fixed  yield  every  year.     A  considerable  area  of  the  rubber 

*  forests  appears  to  be  so  remote  as  to  be  practically  unworkable." 

The  importance  of  economizing  the  Indiarubber  trees  cannot 
be  over  estimated  ;  they  are  difficult  to  manage  and  repay  ill 
treatment  by  dying  off  or  giving  merely  a  useless  watery  fluid, 
instead  of  the  properly  congealing  kind. 

Mr.  Oliver's  Report  records  the  flowering  of  several  bamboos 
during  1891.     *  Wabomyetsangye  '    ( Dendocalamus    Hamiltonii)^ 

*  Thanawa '  (Dendocalamus  Oliveri)  and  '  Wapyu  '  {Dendocalamus 
membranaceiLs)  were  all  in  flower  during  the  vear,  as  was  also 
Bambusa  Tulda  and  a  fine  species  also  caUed  '  Thaikwa '  but  quite 
separate  from  it.  Seeds  of  most  of  these  were  sent  to  us  in  Dehra 
and  the  result  will  be,  we  hope,  the  successful  introduction  of 
several  valuable  kinds  into  the  Diii.  We  cannot  too  much  thank 
Mr.  Oliver  for  the  trouble  taken  by  him  and  we  hope  that  these 
will  merely  be  the  first  instahnent  of  many  useful  similar  introduc- 
tions. Bamboos  are  a  *  drug '  in  Burma,  but  in  Northern  India 
they  are  of  great  value  and  are  probably  the  most  profitable  of 
forest  species. 

Some  interesting  experiments  were  made  with'  the  wood  of 
various  oaks,  as  material  for  beer-barrels.  We  quote  the  follow- 
ing remarks  of  the  Conservator  of  Upper  Burma  on  the  subject 
"  Further  specimens  of  Quercus  glaucay  Quercus  serrata^  and   the 

*  species  called  in  last  year's  report  Quercus  semiserratOy  but  now 
^  believed  to  be  a  new  species,  were  supplied  to  Messrs.  B.  Dyer 
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*  and  Company  of  the  Bnrma  Brewery  for  experiment.    The  casks 

*  made  from  the  two  former  proved  useless,  as  the  wood  was   too 

*  norons,  and  the  beer  oozed  oat.     The  latter  species  is   reported  to 
'nave  good,  straight  grained  wood,  free  of  knots,  very  nearly 

/  resembling  imported  oak,  and  the  casks  made  of  it  retained  the 

*  beer  well.     Unfortunately  this  species  is  only  known  to  occur  over 

*  a  limited   area  in  the  Ingyauk  valley,   near    Bernardmyo,    and 

*  difficulties  in  the  way  of  transport  render  its  price  prohibitive." 

The  financial  results  of  the  year  for  the  whole  of  Burma  were  : — 
Revenue         ...  ...  ...  ...     41,85,414 

Expenditure   ...  ...  ...  ...     16,43,598 

■  ■    < 
Surplus  ...     26,41,816 

which  shews  what  a  valuable  property  the  Government  has  in  its 
Burmese  Forests. 

We  will  conclude  with  one  more  quotation  from  the  Chief 
Commissioner's  Review,  which  shews  that  the  Pegu  Conservator 
has  a  CTeat  undertaking  on  his  hands.  We  shall  be  greatly  interest- 
ed in  nearing  of  the  result  of  these  plantation  works.  The  Khair 
or  Cutch  tree  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
difficult  to  manage  in  respect  to  reproduction  and  these  plantations 
cannot  fail  to  add  greatly  to  our  knowledge  of  its  habits  and 
requirements. 

"  The  question  of  the  reproduction  of  cutch  received  special 
•attention  during    the  year  under  report.     The  Conservator  of 

*  Pegu  drew  up  careful  proposals  for  the  formation  of  a  plantation 

*  of  pure  cutch  on  a  considerable  scale.     These   proposals  provided 

*  for  the  planting  of  700  acres  annually  for  60  years  at  an   annual 

*  cost    of  some    Rs.  22,000.     The   Inspector-6eneral   of  Forests 
'having   expressed   his    approval   of  the    Conservator's    scheme, 

*  sanction  was  given  to  it  and  steps  are  now  being  taken   to  carry  it 

*  oiit.     Special  reference   should  be  made  in  future   reports  to  the 

*  action  taken  in  connection  with  this  scheme." 


I(oad  Arboriculture  in  the  Central  Provinces,  1891-92. 

When  so  many  reports  on  various  departments  contain  little 
but  praise  on  their  own  work  during  the  year,  it  is  interesting  to 
come  across  one  report  which  is  nothing  less  than  a  complete  ad- 
mission of  failure.  The  Commissioner  of  Settlements  and  Agricul- 
ture regrets,  to  begin  with,  that  the  work   of  the  Local  Authorities 

56 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S18     BOADeiDl    ABBORIOULTURB  IN  TBB  CSNTRAL  PBOTIHOB,    1891-92. 

in  respect  to  Arboricnltare  has  been  by  no  means  satisfactorilj 
carried  out  and  goes  on  to  shew  how  some  District  Comicils  have 
devoted  their  energies  to  "  making  a  profit  out  of  what  was  int^ided 
to  be  a  charge  on  uieir  resources. 

During  the  year,  12,263  trees  were  planted,  partly  on  road-sides, 
partly  in  eroves  ;  partly  by  Government,  and  partly  by  privat'O 
agency.  The  expenaitare  came  to  Bs.  10,553,  so  that  eacn  tree 
manted  cost  sometldng  less  than  14  as.  But  oat  of  the  expenditure 
Its.  7,270  were  on  maintenance,  which  reduces  the  cost  of  each 
new  tree  to  something  over  4  annas. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  considers  it  ^'  premature  to  expect 
'  any  beneficial  action  on  the  part  of  District  Councils  without  the 
*  guidance  of  the  responsible  Officers  of  Government,"  and  recom- 
mends more  personal  interest  in  the  matter  on  the  part  of  Com- 
missioners and  Deputy  Commissioners. 

The  idea  is  to  encourage  malguzars  and  villagers  to  plant  along 
road  sides,  and  as  soon  as  the  trees  are  established  to  grant  them 
sanads  so  as  to  secure  to  them  the  permanent  usufruct  But  no 
plan  of  this  sort  will  be  of  any  avail  unless  the  District  Magistrate, 
takes  a  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  creates  nurseries  in  suitable 
localities,  and  sees  that  the  trees  are  of  the  right  kind  and  size 
when  put  out,  and  that  subsequent  maintenance  is  properly  secured* 
He  has  to  hand  in  most  cases  a  professional  adviser,  the  District 
Forest  Officer.  The  services  of  the  latter  might  surely  be  .  enlisted, 
and  another  plan  would  be  to  institute  an  Arbor  Day,  a  function 
which  has  been  attended  with  great  success  in  America,  and  in 
parts  of  Australia,  notably  in  New  South  Wales,  where  in  1891, 
100,009  trees  and  shrubs  were  planted  out  by  Schools  and 
corporate  bodies  on  a  day  set  apart  for  the  purpose  as  a  general 
holiday  ;  and  Mr.  Ednie  Brown  writes  that  he  has  in  one  State 
nursery  alone,  nearly  200,000  plants  ready  for  the  next  Arbor 
Day.  We  feel  convinced  that  something  of  this  kind  could  be 
managed  in  the  C.  P.,  and  that  if  the  scheme  were  carefully 
worked  out,  it  would  result  in  wider  interest  bein^  taken  in  tree- 
planting,  and  in  more  satisfactory  avenues.  In  the  next  report, 
we  should  like  to  be  informed  what  species  of  trees  are  planted, 
and  how  they  are  protected  until  grown  beyond  the  reach  of  cattle. 
The  subject  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance  for  hot  comitries 
like  the  Central  Provinces,  and  one  that  evidently  received  con- 
siderable attention  in  earlier   days. 


A.  S. 
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The  Other  Side  of  the  Question. 

It  is  an  evening  in  the  month  of  May,  a  hot  May  and  a  hot 
evening.  I  am  perched  some  fifteen  feet  from  the  ground  in  a 
"  Machan  "  where  I  have  been  sitting  motionless  for  nearly  two 
hours.  My  whole  body  is  cramped  and  uncomfortable,  the  flies 
which  worried  me  nearly  to  distraction  before  sunset,  are  now 
quiescent,  but  their  place  is  taken  by  thousands  of  mosquitoes 
which  alight  on  every  available  square  inch  of  skin  and,  when 
there  is  no  longer  standing  room,  buzz  round  my  head  in  hungry 
Bwarms.  The  outlook  is  picturesque.  To  my  right,  a  forest  lake 
covered  in  its  shallower  portions  with  the  huge  lotus  blossom  in  full 
bloom,  freckled  with  islets  of  flowering  narkal  grass,  bordered  by 
green  rushes  and  reeds,  interspersed  with  patches  of  open  water  in 
which  snake  birds  and  moorhens  are  disporting  themselves.  On  tlie 
dead  cotton  tree  by  the  side  of  the  lake,  a  couple  of  ospreys  are 
perched  and  occasionally  utter  their  discordant  cry.  Herons  arise 
with  outstretched  neck  and  composing  themselves  for  flight,  curvfe 
back  their  heads  with  harsh  croaks.  As  a  background,  the  sal 
forest,  gorgeous  in  the  new  foliage  of  spring  and  resplendent  with 
white  heavy  flower.  To  mv  left,  a  paten  of  tree  jungle,  an  indes- 
cribable mixture  of  foliage,  here  and  there  a  thick  undergrowth  of 
Jiman,  an  occasional  stretch  of  greensward  which  would  be  no 
disgrace  to  a  country  house  in  England,  a  siris  tree  covering  the 
ground  with  its  scented  pods,  a  rohini  with  the  departing  glory  of 
its  crimson  berries.  And  within  fifteen  yards  of  my  perch,  a  dead 
buffalj,  his  hindquarters  gone,  a  busy  swarm  of  insects  around  him 
and  two  circumspect  vultures  in  the  tree  above.  The  sun  has  set,  all 
the  beauty  has  gone  from  the  scene,  leaving  only  the  disagreeables. 
The  herd  of  spotted  deer  which  have  afforded  pleasant  remark  for 
the  last  half  hour  have  vanished,  the  stillness  of  the  summer  night 
is  interrupted  only  by  the  distant  call  of  a  Sambhar,  which  is  taken 
promptly  as  an  excuse  for  crowing  by  all  the  neighbouring  peacocks; 
the  busy  night-jar  is  noiselessly  flitting  around  and  settling,  utters 
his  curious  note  so  like  a  tapping  on  a  plank  ;  the  crested  fish-owl 
is  heard  scolding  and  hooting  on  the  shadowy  trees  by  the  waters' 
edge.     And   suddeuly,  attention    is  directed  to   a   heavy   footstep 
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through  the  fallen  leaves  advancing  nnhesitatinglj  and  without 
concealment.  It  ceases  as  sndden^  as  it  commenced  and  every 
faculty  is  strained  to  distinguish  in  the  fast  falling  gloom,  the  cause 
of  the  footsteps  and  to  interpret  the  reason  of  the  sudden  silence. 
This  silence,  however,  did  not  last  for  long.  It  was  succeeded  by 
a  rush  and  a  stifled  roar  and  then,  horrible  to  relate,  a  voice  broke 
the  stillness  of  the  night.     It  was  gruff  and  angry  and  uttered  these 

words.     What  the are  you  doing  ?   Leave  a  fellow  alone, 

can't  you  ?  And  another  voice,  powerful  but  gentle,  answered, 
*'  My  son,  I  save  you  from  destruction,  listen  to  words  of  wisdom  and 
then  proceed  on  your  way."  I  turned  quietly  in  the  "  Machan.** 
Two  tigers  were  dimly  visible  in  the  gloom  of  the  starry  night. 
The  elder  and  larger,  an  immense  brute  who  shewed  signs  of  age, 
was  restraining  a  younger  but  full  grown  animal.  I  repressed  my 
desire  to  fire  and  listened  to  the  conversation  which  ensued.  **  Yes, 
replied  the  youth,  this  is  all  very  well  but  when  there  is  a  buffiilo 
in  the  question,  and  my  buffalo  too,  I  would  rather  have  my  dinner 
first  and  then,  safe  from  interference  of  yours,  listen  to  the  words  of 
wisdom  you  promise  I  My  son,  enjoined  the  elder,  if  buffalo  was  my 
object,  I  mignt  have  secured  it  long  before  you  arrived  on  the  scene. 
I  lay  and  watehed  it  at  a  distance,  I  heard  your  approach,  saw  the 
dexterous  way  in  which  you  dispatehed  it,  and  after  you  had  taken 
your  fill,  might  have  made  a  meal  myself  were  I  not  at  that 
moment  the  living  sepulchre  of  a  Sambhar  stag  and  therefore  un- 
influenced by  the  coarse  and  skinny  prey  you  had  made.  I  appeal 
to  you,  whether  or  not  I  might  on  your  arrival  here  this  evening, 
have  despatched  you  with  a  single  blow  had  I  wished  to  play  ba(^ 
on  you  in  any  way  ?  The  younger  grunted  deeply  and  after  a 
pause  ungraciously  replied  that  he  was  is  no  hurry  for  his  feed  as  he 
had  only  12  hours  before  engulfed  half  the  kill  which  was  the 
subject  of  his  jealousy.  "  In  that  case,  replied  the  senior,  listen  to 
the  story  of  my  life  and  then  fall  to  with  what  appetite  you  may. 
I  may,  ne  begaa,  claim  to  be  a  naturalised  British  suoject,  for  though 
my  parents  were  Nipalese,  I  was  never  under  the  munificent 
government  which  offers  a  reward  of  Rs.  10  for  my  head.  For- 
tunately, the  value  of  the  rupee  is  now  infinitesimal  and  still  decreas- 
ing, so  that  this  premium  is,  like  most  other  matters  concerning  this 
coin,  merely  swagger  which  does  not  affect  me.  My  parents  left  the 
country  of  their  birth  on  account  of  the  unsportsmanlike  behaviour 
of  its  inhabitants.  You  would  hardly  believe  unless  I  told  you 
and  here  he  growled  the  pronoun — that  these  wretehes  have  a  custom 
of  tracking  tigers  and  surrouuding  them  with  one  to  two  hundred 
elephants.  Gradually  constricting  the  circle,  they  detach  shooters, 
from  whom  there  is  absolutely  no  chance  of  escape,  except  to  snch 
tigers  as  are  capable  of  reasoniag  and  keeping  their  tempers.  My 
parents  awoke  one  morning  to  find  themselves  in  the  toils,  but  my 
noble,  if  somewhat  unsympathetic  father,  made  no  further  remark 
except  to  order  my  mother,  under  pain  of  his  displeasure,  to  do 
exactly  as  he  did.     My   mother,   a  rather  vain   and  timid  creature 
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promptly  agreed,  for  she  had  too  often  observed  that  my  father's  dis- 

?leasure  resulted  in  severe  injury  or  death  to  those  who  incurred  it 
Then,  therefore,  the  ring  was  complete  and  the  shooters  advanced 
to  bag  their  prey,  my  parents  arose  as  one  man,   and,  uttering  the 
most  frightful  roars,  charged  the  circle  at  the  weakest  point  and  got 
clear  away,  after  inflicting  various  wounds  in  the   legs  of  the  sur- 
rounding elephants.     They  did  not  halt  in  their  wild  career,  till  they 
crossed  the  river  boundary  of  their  native  country  and  lay  panting 
in  a  jaman  grove  in   British  India.     And  they  then  and  there 
decided  that  their  native   country  was  not  good  enough,  and  that 
they  preferred  to  pass  the  rest  of  their  days  in  a  locality  where  it  waa 
utterly  impossible  to  collect   200  or  even  50  elephants.     Thus  it 
happened  that  I  was  bom  in  British  India  and  here,  I  must  remark, 
that  it  is  a  poor  countrv,  for  in  the   first  place   they  protect  the 
forests  from  fire,  so  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  catch  a  deer,  unless 
you  have  the  speed  of  a  greyhound  and  can  course  him  in  the  open, 
and  secondly  because   the  jungles  are  full  of  forest  officers,  who  if 
they  do  not  themselves  shoot,  invite  others  to  do  it  for  them,  and  to 
this  end  train  up  their  servants  to  notice  each  foot  mark  inadvertent- 
ly left  on  a  sandy  path.     Still,   with  these  evils  ever  present,  at 
least  you  are  not  surrounded  and  obliged  to  fight  for  your  life.     A 
little  caution  and  an  escape  by  flight  is  always  open   to  you.     The 
three  happiest    years   of   my   life    were   spent  with   my  doting 
parents.     1   had,  during  that  time,  absolutely  no  cares,  food     was 
plentiful  and  danger  did  not  exist,  when  two   experienced  tigers 
were  for  ever  on  the  look-out.     But  one  unlucky  day,  I   incurred 
my  father's  displeasure.     I  inadvertently  annexed  a  bone  which  he 
had  put  aside  as  a  tooth  pick  after  a  full  meal  on    a  spotted   stag, 
and  he  struck  me  a  blow  on  the  head  which  was  instantly  followed 
by  oblivion.     When  I  awoke,  I  was  alone,  and  soon  became  aware 
that  I  had  been  left  to  my  own  resources.     This,   however,  did  not 
discourage  me,  for  I  was  well  able  to  provide  myself  and   after 
an  exhaustive  survey  of  the  vicinity,  I  fixed  my  head  quarters  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  forest  bungalow,  whence  should  venison  fail 
me,  I  could  always  make  a  raid  on  the  cattle  which  grazed  around. 
It  was  on  such  an  occasion  that,  late  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  struck 
down  and  dragged  to  cover  a  large  bu£EEilo,  but  unfortunately  the 
noise  of  the  inevitable  scuffle  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
owner,  who  rushing  off  to   the  Forest  House,  gave   news  to   the 
Europeans  there.    In  a  very  short  time  three  or  four  men  arrived 
and  surveyed  my  prize,  and  though  1  prevented  them  by   inces- 
santly growling,    from    removing  the  buffalo,  they  nevertheless 
insisted  in  climbing  a  neighbouring  tree,  where  they  remained  for 
some  time    for  some    inexplicabfo     reason.    Towards   nightfall, 
however,  they  came  down  from  their  perch  and  walked  hurriedly 
away,  whilst  faint  with  hunger,  I  advanced  to  the  kill,  determined 
to  md^e  a  hearty  meal.     No  sooner  had  I  reached  the  carcase,  when 
I  felt  a  blow  in  my  side,  which  threw  me  off  my  balance  and  in 
the  same  instant  a  loud  explosion  rent    the   air.     I    lay  groaning 
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with  rage  and  pain,  filled   with   an  indescribable   longing   to    tear 
something  to  pieces,  and  waited  till  some  sonnd  should  disclose  my 
enemy.     It    seemed    ages    before    I    heard    a    slight    noise    in 
that    fatal    tree    and    a    voice    softly    whispered    "he    is    now 
dead,    let    us    get    out  of  this  !  a  remark  which  was    instantly 
followed    by    a    loud  shout  and    the    approaching    footsteps    of 
an  elephant.     The  whole  treachery  of    man  was  now    apparent 
to  me  and    I    recognized    that  I    had    been,  perhaps,   mortally 
wounded  by  some  miserable  wretches  who,  seated  far  out  of  reach, 
had  shot  me  as  soon  as  I  approached  the  kill.     In  the   confasion 
and  bustle  which  followed  tne  arrival  of  the  elephant,  I   staggered 
a  short  distance  away  and  congratulated  myself  when  I  saw  the 
sportsmen  depart  promising  to  bring  in  my  corpse  in  the   morning. 
At  that   time,    however,    I  was  miles  away.     First  dragging  my 
aching  body  to  the  nearest  pool  I  cooled  my  wound  and   stopped 
the  bleeding  by  rolling  on  its  clayey  banks   and  then,   leaving   no 
bloody  trail,  I  slowly  reached  the  gloomy  recesses  of  the  great  tree 
jungle  and  rested,   determined  to   sell  my  life  dearly  if  further 
pursued.     For  weeks  I  hung  between  life  and  death,   reduced  to  a 
skeleton  by  the  pain  of  my  wound  and    the    constant  pangs    of 
hunger.    I  roamed,  the  ghost  of  my  former  self,   through  my  old 
haunts,  forced  to  exist  on  all  kinds  of  food  I  once  despised,   since  I 
had  no  strength  to  kill  deer  or  cattle.    It  was  not  till  the  following 
winter,  that  I  took  a  turn  for  the  better  and  became  myself  once 
more  but  changed  from  a  careless  frolicking  young  tiger,  to  a 
circumspect  and  experienced  animal  who  knew  that  length  of  life 
depended  on  self  restraint  and  caution.    The  narrator  here  paused 
and   the    younger    tiger    gave   vent  to    a    sigh  of   impatience. 
"  Perhaps,  he  said,   to   his  companion,   when  you  have  ^ot  your 
breath  again,  you  will  tell  me  why  this  wearisome  tale  is  mflicted 
on  me  ?  The  other  appeared  somewhat  vexed  at  the  discourteous 
speech  but  quietly  answered,  "  Because,  my  friend,  there  is  a  human 
being  armed  with  several  guns  in  that  jdman  tree  just  over  your 
buffalo  and  though  I  am  screened  from  his  fire  by  tms  tree  trunk, 
you  are  full  in  view."    The  younger  tiger  with   one  frantic  bound 
sheltered  himself  behind  his    cynical  friend  and    after    a    while 
breathlessly  exclaimed  "  I  don't  believe  a  word  of  it,   I  can   see 
nothing."     With  a  low  chuckle,  tiie  otfier  gave  answer  "  Had  you 
not  believed  what  I  said,  why  show  such  agility  in  changing  your 
position  and  if  you  still  disbelieve,  why  not  walk  up  and  see  now 
your  buffalo  is  getting  on."      The  junior  made  no  reply   and  the 
old  tiger  went  on.     "  I  have  lived   to  a  good  old  age  and  know 
every  device  that  can  be  brought  against  me  by  man,   and  yet   I 
also  know  that  some  day  I  shall  fall  a  victim  to  my  own   careless- 
ness or  neglect;  it  was  to  save  your  life  I  have  spent  the  best  part 
of  a  hot  evening  here,  not  because  I  admire  you   or  your  temper, 
but  because  we  shall  soon  disappear  as  a  race  unless   young  fools 
wiU  learn  to  profit  by  the  experience  of  their  elders.    The  story  of 
my  life  you  will  not  let  me  complete  but  I  have  a  few  more  remarks 
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to  make  and  they  shall  be  to  the  point.   Always  keep  near  your  kill ; 
if  it  is  visited  by  man,  desert  it  at  once  and  for  ever.     Never  wait 
for  the  near  approach  of  an  elephant ;  however  unpleasant  it  may 
be,  always  retire  as  soon   as   you  hear  one  in  the  vicinity.     Do 
not  annoy   human   beings,   you  will  be  classified  as  a  dangerous 
pest  and  your  destruction    is  certain.     Finally,  cultivate    a  more 
courteous  disposition  and  take  well-meant  advice  in  the  spirit  it  is 
offered.    With  that  he   arose  and    instantly    disappeared  in   the 
neighbouring   grass.    The  younger    tiger    muttering   something 
about  "old  fool  "  and  "dotage      slunk  cautiously  away  and  was 
lost  to  sight  amongst  the  gloomy  trees.     Meanwhile  I,  the  occupant 
of  the  "Machan,"  got  entranced  at  this  marvellous  occurrence  and 
thankful  that  I  was  safe  up  a  tree,  composed  myself  to   pass  the 
few  remaining  hours  of  darkness.     I  awoke  when  the  earliest  dawn 
was  faintly  visible  over  the  distant  forest  and  my  first  glance   was 
for  the  bufialo.     It  was  gone  I  This  then,  said  I  to   myself,  is  the 
result  of  sleeping  at  your  post  and  dreaming  idle  dreams  when  you 
should  have  been  on  the  watch.     I  looked  cautiously   around  and 
guided  by  a  sound  suggestive  of  bone  crushing,  made  out  dimly, 
m  the  feeble  light,  a  group  at  about  40  yard?   distance.     It  was 
indistinct  and  blurred,  but  the  fast-coming  day   made  it  every 
moment  clearer,  and  as  the  morning  sun  topped  the  highest  trees 
and  shone  over  the  lake,  raising  litue  wreaths  of  mist  from  its 
shiny  depths,  it  shone  also  on  a  fine  young  male  tiger  who   arose 
from  the  scattered  remains  of  the  dead  bu£BBilo  to  greet  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  day.    After  all  the  serious  talk  of  last  night, 
I  murmured,  so  much  was  my   brain   still  confused  with  facts 
and  visions,  after  all  those   sofenm  warnings,  the  brute  has  yet 
risked  life  for  greed.     And  forthwith  a  cloudof  smoke  was  belched 
from  my  leafy  recess  and  the  forests  rang  and  re-echoed  with  the 
sharp  report.    The  air  was  full  of  the  alarm  notes  of  forest  birds 
and  aninuds  thus  rudely  startled,  whilst  two  quick  short  roars  to 
my  right  and  the  hasty  movement  in  the  heavy  grass  there,  told 
me  that  another  tiger  must  have  been  witness  of  the  scene  just 
enacted.     1  waited  for  him  to  break  in  the  open   and   so  gain  his 
forest  retreat  but  in  this  I  was  disappointed,  for   after  a  lapse  of 
several  minutes,  I  saw  him  slowly  and  majestically  stalk  out  of  the 
deep  grass  some  300  yards  off  and  walk  up  the  steep  bank  into  the 
Sal  forest  whilst  the  convulsive  twitch  of  his  tail,  as  he  disappeared, 
intimated  that  he  was  silently  chuckling  at  having  disappointed  a 
sportsman  for  the  hundredth  time.     As  for  his  companion,  on  the 
snot  being  fired  which  had  struck  him  full  on  the   chest,   he  had 
reared  straight  m  on  his  hind  legs  and  beating   the  air  furiously 
with  his  paws  had  fallen  dead  amongst  the  cUbris  of  his  repast. 
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The  Sanitary  Effects  of  Woodlands. 

For  us  to  realise  the  effects  of  woodlands  upon  public  health  we 
must  first  notice  the  conditions  found  in  a  wooded  country,  and  the 
changes  that  happen,  as  it  becomes  cleared.  From  this  we  may, 
to  some  extent,  retrace  the  process  that  takes  place,  when  a  region, 
wholly  cleared  and  rendered  insalubrious  in  some  countries  by  the 
malaria  that  has  been  produced  by  the  change,  is  restored  by  due 
and  proper  planting  to  its  former  nealthy  state. 

A  country  wholly  covered  with  forest  is  undoubtedly  cold  and 
humid  in  temperate  climates  ;  it  is  often  infested  with  deadly  fevers 
in  the  torrid  zone.  The  climate  of  ancient  Gaul  must  have  been 
very  different  in  the  days  of .  Julius  Caesar  from  that  of  France  as 
it  is  to-day. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  notice  the  occurrence  of  intermittent  fevers 
as  a  wooded  country  first  comes  to  be  cleared  up  and  brought  under 
cultivation.  The  "Genesee  Country,"  and  tne  level  and  some- 
what swampy  lands  of  some  parts  of  Ohio,  and  other  Western 
States,  gave  them  a  very  bad  reputation  in  the  early  days  of  set- 
tlement. A  men  who  owned  a  farm  on  the  site  of  Cleveland,  about 
1818,  has  told  the  writer  that  he  would  not  have  stayed  in  that 
region  if  the  whole  of  it  had  been  given  to  him.  But  the  most  or 
all  of  these  sickly  regions  of  an  early  day  have  long  since  not  only 
regained  their  credit,  but  are  now  regarded  as  quite  salubrious 
throughout  the  year.  The  decaying  wood  and  other  vegetation 
which,  when  first  turned  up  by  the  plough,  loaded  the  atmosphere 
with  unwholesome  vapours,  has  long  since  wholly  decayed,  and 
swamps  have  been  drained  ;  stagnant  waters  no  longer  dry  away 
under  a  hot  sunmier  sun,  the  causes  of  this  sickness  no  longer 
exist. 

In  some  countries,  as  in  Italy,  excessive  and  persistent  insalub- 
rity has  been  brought  on  not  by  the  clearing  of  woodlands,  but  by 
another  process.  As  the  forests  upon  the  mountains  were  cut  away, 
the  soil  becomes  exposed  to  torrents,  and  great  quantities  of  material 
were  washed  into  the  valleys.  The  coarsest  and  heaviest  part  was 
left  in  the  intervals,  often  rendering  them  sterile  and  uninhabitable; 
the  finest  part  was  carried  down  toward  the  mouths  of  the  rivers, 
which  they  choked  up,  closing  their  channels  to  conmaerce,  and 
causing  lagoons.  These  have  rendered  a  once  healthy  and  denselv'- 
populated    country    in    some    parts  almost    uninbiabitable.    Tne 
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"Maremma"  of  Tuscany,  along  the  coast  between  Leghorn  and 
Civita  Vecchia,  and  the  ^^Campagna"  around  Rome,  are  examples 
of  this  change.  The  Government  has  done  much  towards  improv- 
ing the  former,  by  drainage,  and  by  dykes  for  preventing  the 
mingUng  of  fresh  and  salt  water ;  and  an  enterprising  corporation, 
under  the  patronage  of  Government,  has  made  a  splendid  beginning 
in  the  latter,  of  wnich  we  will  now  speak. 

The  Abbey  of  Tre-Fontane,  but  three  miles  south  of  Rome, 
was  built  on  the  spot  where,  according  to  tradition,  St.  Paul  was 
beheaded,  and  for  many  centuries  was  regarded  as  in  a  healthy 
region.  It  is  a  gently  rolling  country,  whofly  devoid  of  trees,  fer- 
tile enough  for  cultivation,  but  for  a  long  time  so  sickly  that  the 
place  was  given  up  for  habitation,  and  came  to  be  called  ^Hhe 
tomb."  Mrs.  Jameson,  in  her  book  entitied  ^^  Sacred  and  Legendary 
Art,"  thus  describes  it : 

^^In  all  the  melancholy  vicinity  of  Rome  there  is^not  a  more 
melancholy  spot  than  the  Tre-Fontane.  A  splendid  monastery, 
rich  with  the  offerings  of  all  Christendom,  once  existed  there ;  the 
ravages  of  that  mysterious  scourge  of  the  Campagna,  the  malaria, 
have  rendered  it  a  desert.  Three  ancient  churches  and  some  ruins 
still  exist,  and  a  few  pale  monks  wander  about  the  swampy,  dismal 
confines  in  which  tney  stand.  In  winter  you  approach  them 
through  a  quagmire ;  m  summer  you  dare  not  breathe  in  their 
pestilential  vicinity  ;  and  yet  there  is  a  sort  of  dead  beauty  about 
the  place,  something  hallowed  as  well  as  sad,  which  seizes  upon  the 

fancy The  ancient  frescoes  have  perished,  and  the 

modem  Ones  are  perishing.     It  is  a  melancholy  spot." 

The  reputation  that  tne  eucalyptus  had  gained  as  a  disinfectant 
in  malarious  regions  suggested  the  thought  of  trying  it  here.  This 
tree,  a  native  of  AustraUa,  grows  in  its  native  country  to  a  vast 
size,  even  outmeasuring  the  giant  trees  of  OaUfomia  in  height,  and, 
in  favourable  conditions,  growing  with  great  rapidity.  Of  nearly 
a  hundred  and  forty  species,  there  is  not  one  that  will  endure  the 
cold  when  planted  elsewhere  than  in  its  native  climate,  although 
some  of  them  there  will  endure  a  considerable  degree  of  cold.  The 
difference  is  probably  due  to  the  more  thorough  ripening  of  the 
wood  by  the  warm  dry  summers  that  precede  their  winters.  In 
some  parts  of  California  it  grows  as  luxuriantly  as  at  home  :  but 
the  hot  days  and  cold  nights  that  sometimes  occur  in  winter  along 
the  gulf  coast  prove  too  much  for  it,  even  through  it  is  scarcely 
cold  enough  to  freeze.  In  Algeria  and  other  warm  countries,  it 
thrives  wonderfully  well,  and  the  success  that  had  attended  its  cul- 
tivation there  led  to  its  trial  near  Rome.  Probably  religious  zeal 
had  something  to  do  with  it,  as  at  least  worth  trying  in  order  to 
rescue  a  place  that  was  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  devout  Catholics. 

A  brotherhood  of  French  Trappist  monks  undertook  the  task 
about  twenty  years  ago,  getting  tnree  acres  planted  around  the 
monastery.     At  first  they  returned  to  the  city  to  sleep,  but  about  a 
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dozen  of  the  number  died.  The  beneficial  eflfects,  however,  began 
to  appear  as  the  trees  grew,  and  in  1874  they  ventured  to  sleep 
upon  the  premises.  Some  of  them  after  this  were  taken  sick,  but 
the  disease  was  of  a  mild  form,  and  it  has  steadily  been  growing 
less  from  year  to  year. 

In  September,  1879,  an  agricultural  company  was  formed  by 
them,  and  a  lease  obtained  upon  easy  terms,  one  of  the  conditions 
being  that  they  shall  plant  a  certain  number  of  eucalyptus  trees 
every  year  until  the  whole  tract  (494  hectares,  or  1,223  acres)  is 
under  cultivation.  They  hire  convicts  from  the  city  prison,  who 
are  paid  about  20  cents  a  day,  but  not  till  the  end  of  their  term. 
The  selection  was  made  from  those  sentenced  to  ten  years  or  more, 
and  who  had  served  out  more  than  half  their  time.  When  the 
writer  visited  the  place  in  October,  1881,  there  were  about  150  of 
these  men  at  work,  and  they  had  been  planting  all  summer  long. 
The  trees  are  started  in  boxes,  and  are  set  without  disturbing  the 
roots.  They  are  weU  watered  at  first,  and  for  a  year  or  two  after- 
wards, and  the  trees  are  set  wide  apart  so  as  to  admit  of  cultivation 
of  vines  and  grain  between.  There  had  been  planted  about  eighty 
acres  that  season,  and  since  then  the  number  of  labourers  has  been 
largely  increased.  In  1881,  for  the  first  time,  the  convicts  were 
lodged  upon  the  premises,  and  no  inconvenience  was  observed.  The 
rapidity  of  growth  of  the  trees  is  remarkable,  and,  although  there 
had  been  frosts  that  killed  back  the  new  sprouts,  they  budded  from 
the  older  wood  a  little  lower  down,  and  soon  recovered  from  the 
injury. 

Although  we  cannot  plant  eucalyptus  treees  to  much  extent  in 
the  United  States,  we  can  at  least  plant  other  kinds  that  produce 
the  most  beneficial  results  on  the  public  health.  Whether,  in  that 
case,  it  be  the  vast  amount  of  drainage  that  they  secure  in  a 
spongy  and  retentive  soil,  through  the  evaporation  from  the  leaves, 
or  whether  there  be  some  specific  quality  in  the  aromatic  emana- 
tions, something  like  what  we  perceive  in  a  pine  wood,  is  not  fully 
known.  But  it  has  been  sufficiently  proved  that  a  belt  of  woodland 
will  intercept  or  absorb  the  malaria  of  a  marshy  region,  whatever 
may  be  the  species  of  which  it  is  composed. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  coolness  and  freshness  im- 
parted to  the  atmosphere  by  a  grove  of  trees  in  smnmer  is  con- 
ducive to  health ;  and  that  to  have  parks  and  plantations  in  cities 
and  upon  private  grounds  is  as  salubrious  as  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
senses  and  tranqmllizing  to  the  mind. 

It  is  only  in  recent  years  that  our  city  authorities  have  begun 
to  appreciate  the  importance  of  parks,  and  to  notice  the  oppor- 
tunities oflFered  by  a  wild,  rocky  suburb,  a  neglected  and  barren 
common,  a  river  bank,  a  shore,  an  island,  or  a  point  of  land  which, 
at  a  small  cost,  may  be  turned  into  a  paradise  of  beauty,  a  health 
resort  to  the  citizens,  and  an  inviting  place  of  rest,  in  planting 
trees  round  a  dwelling,  it  should  be  remembered  that  fresh  air  and 
sunshine  are  essential  to  health,   and  that  for  this  reason  they 
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should  not  stand  too  near  nor  too  close.  It  will  also  be  found  that 
some  trees,  like  the  ailanthus,  emit  a  nauseating  odour  in  blossom, 
and  that  a  judicious  choice  of  kinds  will  greatly  affect  the  result  of 
growth.  It  would  not  be  worth  while  to  sj)end  time  and  money 
in  planting  the  chestnut  in  a  limestone  soil,  or  the  oak  or  maple  in 
a  light  sand,  or  the  pine  in  a  heavy  clay  soil.  By  carefully  ob- 
serving the  conditions  in  which  the  native  trees  thrive  best,  we  can 
infer  what  is  best  for  them.  But  where  exposed  to  the  dust  and 
smoke  of  cities,  our  choice  must  be  limited  to  a  smaller  number. 

But  in  summing  up  the  results,  omitting  altogether  the  com- 
mercial values  of  wooa,  we  find  ourselves  largely  indebted  to  the 
f  roves  and  woodlands  for  an  infinite  amount  of  human  happiness, 
n  all  time  since  man,  according  to  Scripture,  was  first  placed  in 
a  garden  abounding  in  all  manner  of  trees,  bearing  goodly  fruit, 
down  to  the  present  time,  we  find  them  in  one  way  or  another 
mbistering  to  his  comfort  and  his  health.  In  youth  we  hail  the 
aDproach  of  spring,  with  its  expanding  foliage  and  the  opening 
blossoms  of  the  trees,  as  the  gladdest  season  of  the  year.  It  is  the 
symbol  of  hope,  and  the  promise  of  happiness  to  come. 

In  midole  life,  when  worn  down  with  the  cares  of  business, 
with  mental  labour,  or  with  physical  toil,  we  find  no  remedy  so 
grateful  as  the  summer  shade  and  the  quite  rest  of  a  woodland 
retreat.  It  is  health-inspiring  and  renovating  to  an  incomparable 
degree,  and  is  often  prescribed  by  skilful  physicians  where  other 
remedies  would  fail. 

As  the  season  advances,  we  find  a  fitting  symbol  of  the  ap- 

5 roach  of  age  in  the  ripening  fruits  and  the  golden  hues  of  the 
eclining  years.  Let  us,  then,  provide  refreshing  groves  within 
easy  distance  from  the  homes  of  our  labouring  poor,  in  our  cities 
and  villages,  and  such  as  have  opportunity,  upon  the  grounds 
around  our  dwellings. 

If  we  would  realise  the  luxury  of  these  surroundings,  we  have 
but  to  imagine  what  life  would  oe  without  them,  u  there  be  a 
term  in  language  that  expresses  everything  that  is  desolate  and 
dismal,  it  is  t&t  of  "a  treeless  w(ute.'''-\Franklin  B.  Hough 
in  Timber  Trades  Journal). 


Paper  From  Timber. 

In  none  of  the  mechanical  arts  has  greater  progress  been 
Daade  in  recent  years  than  in  the  manufacture  of  book  and 
^gazine  paper,  many  tons  of  which  are  used  every  month. 
Years  ago,  tnough  not  too  long  to  endure  in  the  memory 
<>^  "the  trade,*' the  process  of  converting  the  raw  material  into 
the  hard-fibred  and  smooth-surfaced  paper  essential  to  the  needs 
^f  the  higher  class  publishing  houses,  was  a  task  involving  many 
^ys  of  constant  care  and  much  manual  labor.     To-day  the  progress 
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is  extremely  rapid,  the  paper  is  infinitely  better,  and  much  of  the 
manual  labor  that  was  employed  in  the  days  of  our  fathers  has  been 
supplanted  by  labyrinths  of  swift  moving  machinery. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine,  says  the  Manufacturer  and 
Builder^  a  more  surprising  metamorphosis  than  that  by  which  the 
native  timber  of  the  Pennsylvania  hills  is  converted,  in  seven  hours, 
to  a  sheet  of  clear  white  paper  ready  for  the  press.  Yet  this,  in 
brief,  is  the  process  that  is  going  on  every  day  at  the  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  Go's  mill  at  Johnsonburg,  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  mill  is  the  largest  paper  making  establishment  in  the 
world.  It  covers  several  acres  of  ground,  andalmost  as  many  acres 
of  machinery.  Sixty  cords  of  wood  are  thrust  into  the  choppers 
and  90,000  pounds  of  paper  are  shipped  from  the  yards  every  day 
to  be  cut,  printed,  and  placed  on  countless  libraries  throughout  the 
land. 

The  chopper,  where  the  conversion  of  wood  into  paper  begins, 
is  a  short  guillotine.  There  is  a  sharp  blade,  of  massive  propor- 
tions, moving  swiftly  in  a  groove.  Everything  that  comes  beneath 
the  knife  is  severed.  Occasionally,  a  tough  knot  that  has  withstood 
the  blasts  of  many  a  winter  is  tossed  in,  only  to  suffer  the  fate  of 
the  sapling  that  went  before.  Every  stick  that  goes  in  comes  out 
in  the  shape  of  chips  no  larger  than  the  palm  of  a  man's  hand. 
The  wood  does  not  lose  its  identity,  however,  until  the  next  stage 
in  the  process,  which  is  known  as  "  cooking."  There  are  several 
large  digesters,  containing  caustic  soda,  in  which  the  chopped  wood 
is  placed  and  cooked  for  five  hours,  this  being  the  longest  single 
process  to  which  it  is  subjected.  From  the  digesters  it  is  blown 
mto  a  large  tank,  its  consistency  being  thick  and  heavy,  and  the 
color  an  ugly  brown. 

The  soda  having  been  run  out,  the  pulpy  cooked  wood  in  the 
tank  is  washed  down  with  hot  water  and  thoroughly  cleaned. 
Then  it  is  dumped  into  a  large  chest,  cleaned  again,  and,  having 
been  pumped  into  a  screen  which  removes  splinters  and  ddbris^  it  is 
run  into  wet  machines  and  in  a  measure  dried.  The  "  stock  " 
emerges  from  these  machines  an  unbroken  sheet  of  light  brown 
pulp,  resembling  soaked  birch  bark.  As  it  falls  from  the  machines 
it  is  taken  on,  carried  to  four  bleachers,  each  holding  4,000  pounds. 
Here  it  is  treated  with  chloride  of  lime  liquors  until  the  desired 
whiteness  is  obtained. 

By  this  time  one  begins  to  see  how  it  is  possible  to  make  paper 
from  wrood,  for  the  "  sto<^  "  has  already  assumed  a  beautiful  white 
color,  and  its  consistancy  is  of  a  soft  pulpy  sort,  very  much  like 
boiled  starch,  and  not  at  all  like  wood,  bqueezed  in  the  hand,  how- 
ever, there  remains  a  dense  fibre  that  clearly  shows  the  stufi^  of 
which  paper  is  made,  and  establishes  the  link  that  binds  the  pulp 
in  the  tank  to  its  parent  timber  on  the  neighbouring  hills. 

A  pulsometer  pump  close  by  the  bleachers,  next  drives  the  white 
mass  into  fifteen  large  store  chests,  each  holding  8,000  pounds. 
It  is  held  in  the  chests,  until  the  beating  engines  are  ready  to  give 
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it  a  shaking  up  preparatory  to  it  final  transition.  The  stock,  which 
is  now  called  "  half  stock,'  receives  its  coloring  material  and  sizing. 
If  blue,  yellow,  pink,  or  any  other  color  is  desired,  this  is  the  stage 
in  the  process  where  the  coloring  material  is  supplied.  The 
^*'  sizing, '  which  consists  of  resin  and  an  alkali  boiled  together,  is 
used  to  give  the  paper  the  desired  resistance  to  atmostpheric  influ- 
ence. An  alum  is  used,  which  separates  the  alkali  from  the  resin 
in  minute  particles,  and  while  passing  through  the  callenders  or  the 
paper  machines  it  fuses,  thereby  completely  covering  the  sheet 
with  a  film,  which  effectually  resists  the  influences  of  the  atmos- 
phere.    Clays  are  used  to  make  the  paper  opaque. 

From  the  beaters  the  ^'  half  stock  '  is  passed  into  a  large  chest 
holding  4,000  pounds,  containing  an  agitator  turning  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  revolutions  a  minute  and  thus  keeping  the  stock  in  a 
uniform  condition  preparatory  to  its  passage  to  the  refining  enffinea. 
These  engines,  two  in  number,  supply  106  inch  paper  machines, 
which  marks  the  beginning  of  the  metamorphosis.  Having  passed 
through  a  sand  catcher  to  a  receiver  or  mixing  box,  the  stock 
finds  its  way  to  the  great  Fourdrinier  machines.  Still  in  a  liquid 
state,  it  is  passed  to  an  endless  wire  screen  and  a  vibrator  where 
the  water  is  then  taken  from  the  partially  formed  paper  by  means 
of  three  suction  pumps.  This  screen  contains  seventy  meshes  to 
the  square  inch,  and  is  forty  feet  lone.  By  the  time  the  stock 
leaves  the  screen,  its  transition  to  the  paper  state  is  clearly 
defined,  through  there  is  still  a  long  line  of  humming  machinery 
through  which  it  has  topass.    The  primary  stages,  however,  are  over. 

A  ten-inch  '*  dandv "  roller  now  gives  the  paper  the  same 
shape  and  surface  on  both  sides,  and,  if  necessary,  supplies  it  with 
the  water  mark.  Then  it  passes  to  two  couch  rolls  covered  with 
woollen  jackets,  and  then  to  a  thirty-two  foot  endless  Bredt  wet 
felt,  where  the  remaining  water  is  pretty  effectually  pressed  out. 
As  there  is  some  water  remaining,  another  felt  press  is  resorted  to, 
and  then  the  paper  is  ready  for  the  drying  cylinders,  fifteen  of 
which,  each  48  inches  in  diameter  and  heated  by  steam,  relieve  the 
paper  of  the  last  of  its  moisture.  A  cloud  of  steam  rising  from 
these  cylinders  as  they  slowly  revolve  with  their  white  coverings 
shows  that  some  moisture  still  remains.  But  the  cloud  grows  less 
and  less  dense  as  the  last  of  the  cylinders  is  reached,  and  by  the 
time  the  paper  reaches  the  callenders  it  is  as  dry  as  a  bone.  These 
callenders  are  chilled  iron  rollers,  which  give  the  paper  its  desired 
finish.  From  these  it  passes  to  six  revolving  reels,  and  then  to 
the  cutting  machines,  where  it  is  cut  in  any  shape  or  size  pre- 
paratory to  shipment.  While  this  interesting  process  is  going  on, 
the  caustic  soda  used  in  cooking  the  wood  originally  is  by  no  means 
forgotten.  The  soda  is  somewhat  expensive,  and  about  65,000 
pounds  of  it  would  be  lost  every  day,  if  it  was  not  recovered. 
Accordingly  it  is  drained  through  the  bottom  of  the  tanks,  to  be 
subjected  to  a  remarkable  series  of  processes  which  eventually 
restore  it  to  its  original  condition  and  to  90  per  cent  of  its  original 
Yolume. — (Indian  AffricuUuirst.) 
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World's  Fair  Notes. 

India  has  sent  one  of  the  most  charming  collections  of  woods 
it  has  ever  been  the  pleasure  of  any  one  to  see.  These  are  being 
polished  and  prepared  for  the  space  allotted  to  that  country.  New 
South  Wales  nas  a  very  large  and  charming  collection  of  woods 
rich  and  rare,  these  are  being  polished  and  put  in  place,  as  are 
also  the  alleged  to  be  un-wear-oui>-able  paving  blocks  from  Aus- 
tralia ;  but  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Nebraska  are  the  first  lon  the 
grounds  with  elaborate  collections  of  native  woods,  and  if  any  one. 
supposes  that  walnut  finish  is  a  lost  art,  he  need  only  to  look  at 
some  of  the  mammoth  specimens  of  walnut  from  the  State  of 
Nebraska  and  to  see  the  beautiful,  polished  specimens  of  the  same 
wood  and  others,  and  he  will  change  his  mind  very  quickly. 
California's  red  wood,  cedar,  and  other  specimens  are  entirely 
worthy  of  the  forests  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  many  other  speci- 
mens from  foreign  and  domestic  States  are  expected  very  shoilly. 

EyoLisH  Oak  fob  thb  CHiOAao  Exhxbition. — Messrs. 
Hampton  &  Sons,  of  Pall  Mall  East,  and  Cockspnr  Street, 
London,  have  prepared  some  remarkable  work  for  the  Chicago 
Exhibition.  By  permission  of  Lord  Salisbury,  they  have  made  a 
facsimile  of  the  historic  banmieting  hall  at  Hatfield  House,  and 
are  thus  able  to  send  to  the  New  World  an  unique  specimen  of 
English  art  as  it  was  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Some  idea  of  the 
labour  involved  may  be  inferred  when  it  is  said  that  the  reproduc- 
tion is  44  ft  by  22  ft.,  and  lofty  in  proportion,  that  it  is  constructed, 
internally,  of  oak  alone,  and  that  almost  every  inch  is  covered 
with  work.  In  proceeding  to  carry  out  their  design,  Messrs. 
Hampton  sent  down  a  staff  of  artists,  who  took  casts  of  the 
fantastically  carved  figures,  and  made  drawings  of  all  the  panels 
and  traceries,  and  these  have  now  all  been  faithfully  reproanced. 
With  the  exception  that  the  new  hall  is  slightly  smaller  than  the 
original,  the  Americans  will  be  able  to  see  an  exact  representation 
of  a  famous  hall  in  one  of  the  most  historic  of  English   houses. 

Ceylon. — Ceylon  will  make  an  unique  exhibit  at  the  World's 
Fair.  The  floor  of  the  building  it  will  erect  will  consist  of  Ceylon 
woods.  The  pillars,  capitals,  and  carvings  will  all  be  reproduc- 
tions of  original  objects  in  the  ancient  cities  of  Ceylon,  and  these 
will  al^be  worked  in  iron  wood,  ebony,  and  satinwood.  The  grada- 
tions of  colouring  in  the  carved  pillars  will  be  striking.  The  shad- 
ing is  from  the  pale  crimson  yellow  of  satinwood  to  the  warm 
orange  brown  of  the  jakwood  and  the  darker  tints  of  margosa, 
palm,  and  Kumbuk  and  old  root-stem  wood  of  the  tamarind  are 
beautiful  in  their  markings.  Abundance  of  light  to  reveal  the 
beauties  of  carvings  and  traceries  in  the  building  is  to  be  secured 
by  a  large  number  of  windows  with  beautifully-carved  frames. 
One  of  these  window-frames  will  be  a  reproduction  of  the  stone 
window  from  the  palace  at  Yarahu.  The  building  is  to  cost  about 
80,000  A6la.—Ti7nber  Trades  Journal. 
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Notes  on  the  Climatic  Influence  of   Forests. 

While  writers  on  forestry  and  friends  of  the  Forestry  move- 
menthave  been  advocating  reform  in  the  public  treatment  of 
forests  on  the  ground  of  their  conjectured  climatic  importauce,  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  question  by  scientific  methods  and 
careful  systematic  measurements  has  been  made  in  Europe,  where 
well  established  Forest  Administrations  rendered  possible  such 
work  on  an  extensive  scale— such  a  scale  as  is  necessary  for  conclu- 
sive results. 

The  question  of  practical  importance  is  not  scttnuch  as  to  the^ 
effects  of  the  forest  upon  the  general  climate,  but  as  ta.  the  local  * 
modification  of  climatic  conditions  produced  thereby.  We  are  not 
concerned  as  to  whether  the  total  rainfall  over  the-ebntinent  is 
increased,  but  whether  the  distribution  of  precipitatioil  in  time  and 
quantity  over  and  near  a  forest  area  is  innuenced  by  its  existence; 
whether  we  or  our  crops  feel  its  absence  or  presence  in  our 
immediate  neighbourhood. 

We  can  readily  understand  that  an  effect  upon  climate,  if  any, 
mast  be  due,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  mechanical  obstruction  which 
the  forest  cover  presents  to  the  passage  of  air  currents  and  to  the 
action  of  the  sun's  rays  upon  the  soil  ;  that  it  must  result  from  a 
difference  in  insolation  and  consequent  differences  in  temperature 
and  evaporation  over  forest  and  field  ;  and  that  this  influence  can 
become  appreciable  only  when  large  enough  air  columns  of 
different  characters  are  opposed  to  each  other,  capable  of  producing 
looal  currents  of  air  which  may  intercommunicate  the  characteristics 
of  one  area  to  the  other,  or  else  of  changing  the  character  of  passing 
air  currents.  The  size  and  character  of  the  forest-growth,  its 
density,  height,  situation  and  composition  are  much  more  important 
in  determining  its  influence  than  has  been  hitherto  supposed.  It 
is  not  trees  but  masses  of  foliage,  which  may  be  effective. 

The  most  important  contributions  toward  a  solution  of  the 
question  of  climatic  forest  influences  are  the  observations  at  three 
sets  of  forest  meteorological  stations,  established  in  Switzerland, 
Germany  and  Austria.  The  systems,  made  up  of  double  stations, 
one  within,  the  other  without,  the  forest,  but  under  similar 
conditions,  otherwise  cannot  finally  decide  the  question  of  the 
climatic  influence  of  the  forest,  but  they  may  furnish  preliminary 
data  in  establishing  the  differences  between  meteorological  con- 
ditions in  the  Forest  and  in  the  open,  from  which  finally  the 
reaction  of  one  upon  the  other  may  be  deduced  with  the  aid  of 
additional  observations  in  radial  stations,  such  as  have  been  more 
recently  established  in  Austria. 

The  observations  in  the  forest  meteorological  stations  of  the 
Canton  Berne,  lately  published,  comprise  nineteen  years  at  three 
sets  of  stations,  the  largest  systematic  series  of  observations   so  far 
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recorded.  Only  the  temperature  observations  of  air,  soil  and  tree- 
interior  are  so  far  published  with  results  which  permit  of  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions.  The  air  temperatures  taken  three  metres  above 
ground  are  found  in  the  forest  lower  for  mean  annual  as  well  as 
mean  monthly,  except  during  winter  months:  The  difference  is 
greater  at  4  p.  m.  (time  of  daily  maximum)  than  at  9  a.  m.,  and 
increases  as  the  season  temperature  increases,  reaching  its  maximum 
in  July,  then  decreasing  toward  fall ;  in  winter  the  air  temper- 
ature in  the  woods  is  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  open,  or,  at  least, 
only  slightly  warmer.  The  evergreen  forest  seems  to  exert  greater 
cooling  influence  than  the  Beech-woods.  Altogether,  the  range  of 
temperatures  through  the  year  is  from  two  and  a  half  to  three 
degrees,  Fahrenheit,  greater  in  the  open. 

The  soil  surface  in  the  open  in  Smnmer  is  warmer,  in  winter 
colder  than  the  air  ;  in  the  forest,  on  the  contrary,  the  surface 
temperature  is  always  lower  than  the  air  temperature,  and  the 
forest-soil  shows  at  all  depths  during  spring,  summer  and  autumn 
lower  temperatures,  but  in  winter  either  the  same  or  slightly  wanner 
than  the  open.  The  greatest  difference  is  found  at  the  surface,  the 
Spruce  forest  at  Berne  exhibiting  the  greatest  cooling  effect  to  the 
extent  of  nine  degrees  Fahrenheit  while  the  warming  effect  in 
winter  ranges  only  from  one  to  two  degrees. 

At  9  a.  m.  no  difference  was  found  between  temperatures 
breast-bigh  and  in  the  crown  of  the  trees,  but  at  4  o'clock  the 
crown  shows  hicher  temperature,  except  in  winter,  when  it  is  as 
cold  as,  or  colder  than,  the  lower  parts.  The  trees  are  always 
colder  than  the  surrounding  air  and  colder  than  the  air  in  the  open 
especially  in  summer.  This  may  be  one  of  the  factors  which  help 
to  cool  the  air  temperature  in  the  forest  and  possibly  induce  con- 
densation of  moisture-laden  air  currents.  The  range  of  tree 
temperatures  is  smaller  than  that  of  air  temperatures. 

From  the  observations  at  the  German  Stations  sixteen  in 
number,  which  extend  through  now  eighteen  years,  the  most 
interesting  result  regarding  forest  influence  upon  rainfall,  may  be 
cited  at  the  station  of  Lintzel.  This  station  is  situated  in  the  great 
Lueneburg  heath,  a  prairie-like  country,  which  during  tiie 
existence  of  the  stations,  has  been  reforested,  so  that  on,  an  area 
of  twenty-five  square  miles  the  following  change  took  place  : — 

Before  reforestation.  After  reforestation. 

Field  and  meadow,       12     per  cent.  ...         10     per  cent. 

Heath  85         „  ...         10 

•Forest  3         „     (old)  ...         80 

The  reforestation  took  place  at  the  rate  of  1,000  to  1,500 
acres  a  year  at  first,  afterwards  more  slowly,  until  8,000  acres 
were  under  forest. 

Comparing  the  rainfall  observations  with  those  from  stations 
outside  the  forest  conditions,  but  near  enough  to   be   available   for 
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comparison,  the  following  changes  took  place  at  Lintzel.  While  at 
first  the  rainfall  was  only  about  eighty  per  cent  of  that  at  the  other 
stations,  it  increased  as  follows  : — 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

81-3 

86-3 

95-2 

99-8 

100-6 

103-7 

103-9 

So  that  finally  it  rose  from  a  deficiency  of  nearly  twenty 
per  cent,  to  an  excess  of  nearly  four  per  cent. 

The  observations  at  the  Austrian  Stations  cover  a  period  of 
eight  years.  These  stations,  of  which  there  are  three  sets,  are  radial, 
that  is  to  say,  there  are  several  sets  of  instruments  in  the  open 
at  varying  distances  and  in  different  directions  from  the  forest,  by 
which  arrangement,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  not  only  the  difference  of 
meteorological  conditions,  but  also  the  influence,  if  any,  of  forest 
areas  mav  be  determined.  These  observations  are  especially 
valuable,  because  they  have  been  taken  at  various  heights  above 
the  soil,  and,  therefore,  indicate  the  differences  in  vertical  distribu- 
tion of  these  meteorological  factors  of  temperature  and  moisture. 
Comparing  the  air  temperatures  of  forest  and  field  at  the  same 
height  above,  the  soil,  namely  at  sixteen,  thirty-six  and  forty-eight 
feet,  we  find  in  the  day  time  the  same  temperature,  lower  below, 
higher  above  the  crowns  than  at  corresponding  heights  in  the 
open,  while  in  the  night,  the  temperature  in  and  above  the  crowns 
is  lower.     Yet  the  differences  are  not  very  great. 

The  absolute  humidity  is  always  greater  in  and  above  the 
forest.  .This  excess  is  smallest  towards  morning  and  reaches  its 
maximum  at  noon,  then  decreases  again.  The  difference  at  noon 
is  0*55 — 0*63  inches,  with  calm  air.  The  relative  humidity  at  all 
heights  and  at  all  times  is  higher  in  the  forest,  the  difference  in 
calm  weather  at  sixteen  feet  reaching  as  high  as  thirteen  to  thirteen 
and  a  half  per  cent,  in  the  mean  of  observations.  At  fortjr-eight 
feet  it  is  less,  yet  in  the  hours  towards  morning  it  is  still  ten  and 
nine-tenths  per  cent  greater  than  over  the  open.  In  regard  to  the 
humidity  of  the  air,  it  is  noteworthy  that  in  the  forest  the  relative 
humidity  increases  and  decreases  at  the  same  time  with  the 
absolute  humidity,  while  usually  in  the  field  they  have  opposite 
progressions.  Tnis  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  forest  is  at  the 
same  time  a  source  of  atmospheric  water-supply  and  of  cooling. 
Since  on  the  open  the  water-supplies  under  the  influence  of  higher 
temperatures  and  unchecked  winds,  are  more  readily  exhausted  or 
reduced  to  a  minimum  where  evaporation  and  transpiration  of  the 
soil  covering  plants  does  not  increase  proportionaly  to  temperature 
increase,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  forest  retains  for  a  longer 
time  a  water^upply  which  is  easily   available. 

The  observation  that  both  absolute  and  relative  humidity  are 
increased  in  the  forest  is  a  new  and  important  fact,  which  had  not 
been  apparent  from  the  observations  of  the  German  Stations 
situated  under  the  influence  of  an  oceanic  (the  Baltic  and  Atlantic) 
climate,  which  is  characterized  by  high  relative  humidity   and  only 
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occasional  high  temperatares,  while  the  Austrian  stations  are  situ- 
ated near  the  region  of  the  pontic  dry  climate.  In  such  a  climate 
the  dry  air  is  capable  of  taking  up  additional  water-supplies  from 
the  forest,  and  since  the  latter  nas  also  a  cooling  effect,  both 
absolute  and  relative  humidity  of  air  currents  passing  it  are 
increased,  while  in  the  oceanic  climate  the  absolute  moisture,  already 
high,  cannot  be  increased,  and  only  the  cooling  effect  of  the  forest 
affects  the  relative  humidity.  This  important  difference  in  general 
climatic  conditions  must  be  kept  in  view  when  discussing  forest 
influences.  In  comparing  forest  and  open  field,  the  kind  of  cover 
of  the  latter  must  also  be  taken  into  account.  During  the  early 
development  of  meadow-growth  and  of  crops,  while  they  are  green 
they  furnish  by  transpiration  more  water  to  the  air  than  the  forest. 
Since,  therefore,  during  this  season  the  open  soil  loses  both  by 
evaporation  and  transpiration  more  water  than  the  shaded  forest 
soil,  the  latter  is  able  to  supply  moisture  when  that  of  the  field 
soil  is  exhausted  and  begins  to  absorb  moisture  from  the  atmos- 
phere, especially  when,  with  the  ripening  of  the  crops,  the  plants 
cease  to  transpire  much  water.  Hence,  the  difference  of  absolute 
humidity  appears  greater  in  the  forest,  especially  in  dry  seasons. 

The  decrease  in  absolute  humidity  above  the  forest  crown 
must,  of  course,  take  place  at  about  the  same  ratio  as  above  the 
field,  but  altogether  the  observations  seem  to  show  that  the  enrich- 
ing of  the  air  with  moisture  above  a  forest  cover  can  extend  to  a 
considerable  height.  These  conditions  of  moisture  and  temperature 
above  the  forest,  lend  countenance  to  the  claim  that  the  possibility 
of  precipitation  over  large  and  dense  forest  areas  is  greater  than 
over  open  fields. 

As  far  as  temperature  and  moisture  conditions  of  forest  areas 
may  be  communicated  to  adoining  fields,  further  light  is  promised 
from  the  radial  stations  in  Austria.  The  results  from  these  have 
only  just  been  published,  and  I  will  refer  to  them  at  same  other 
time.  Theoretically,  there  are  various  objections  to  the  assumption 
that  the  influence,  if  any,  is  an  appreciaole  one.  But  we  know 
that  meteorological  theories,  more  than  others,  are  liable  to  be  at 
fault  and  unsatisfactory  in  many  respects,  probably  on  account  not 
only  of  the  complicated  nature  of  the  phenomena  with  which  they 
deal,  but  also  of  the  defects  in  methods  and  means  by  which  the 
data  have,  do  far,  been  collected. 

It  is  hardly  a  conclusion,  but  at  least  an  impression,  that 
seems  to  come  from  looking  at  results  already  presented  that,  as  a 
climatic  factor,  the  forest  of  the  plain  is  apparently  of  more 
importance  than  the  mountain  forest,  the  more  potent  meteorologi- 
cal influences  of  the  mountain  elevation  obscuring  and  reducing  in 
significance  the  influence  of  their  cover,  while  for  soil  and  water 
conditions  the  mountain  forest  is  of  considerable  importance. 

(B.  E.  Fbrnow,     in  "  Garden  aud  Forest,''^ 
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Death  of  Monsieur  futoq. 

We  greailj  regret  to  annoanoe  to  oar  readers  the  death  on 
May  13th,  from  heart  disease  of  Monsieur  Puton,  C.  I.  E.,  Director 
of  tne  National  Forest  School  at  Nancy.  One  of  oar  brothe  r 
Forest  Officers,  Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Porter,  who  happened  to  be  in 
Nancy  at  the  time  and  who  represented  the  Indian  Forest 
Department  at  the  fnneral  service  in  the  Cathedral  at  Nancy,  has 
kindly  sent  as  the  local  papers  from  which  we  gather  that  the 
ceremony  was  a  most  imposing  one  and  was  attended  by  the 
principal  Forest  Officers,  the  Prefect  and  others,  the  nsual  oration 
being  prononnced  by  M.  Demontzey,  Administrator.  We  feel  sure 
that  all  old  Nancy  students  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  loss  which 
our  French  comrades  haye  sustained.  In  a  letter  to  ourselves  not 
long  aso,  Mr.  Puton,  speaking  of  his  age  and  failing  health, 
seemea  to  foretell  that  his  end  was  not  far  off,  but  all  the  same 
the  news  has  come  suddenly  and  we  are  very  sorry  to  receive  it. 

Alfred  Puton  was  born  at  Remiremont  on  March  22nd,  1832  ; 
he  entered  the  Forest  School  in  1851  and  passed  out  second  of  his 
year.  His  active  appointments  were  nearly  all  in  his  Native  Yosges 
and  in  1868  he  was  transfered  to  Nancy  as  Assistant  Professor  of 
Forest  Law.  He  became  Professor  in  1874  and  Director  in  1880. 
He  was  buried  at  his  native  place,  Remiremont.  His  memory  wiU 
long  be  kept  alive  throush  his  many  valuable  works  on  Forestry 
and  Forest  Law,  and  Indian  Forest  Officers  who  knew  him  will 
long  remember  the  interest  he  always  took  in  '  Les  Anglais '  and 
bis  kindness  to  them  when  they  visited  the  old  school. 
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Churchill   and  Sim's  Circalar 

MAY,  4th  1893. 

East  India  Teak.— The  deliveries  for  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year  have  been  3,863  loads  against  3,368  loads  and  5,360 
loads  for  the  corresponding  periods  of  1892  and  1891.  For  April 
alone  the  comparison  is  1,092  loads  in  1893,  405  loads  in  1892, 
and  778  loads  in  1891.  The  consumption  has  shown  a  welcome 
improvement  in  the  last  two  months  ;  prices  are  stationary,  but 
should  not  long  remain  so  if  this  demand  continues. 
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Rosewood. — Prices  iiro  fairly  steiidy  but  demand  quiet. 

Satinwood. — Large  and  finely  figured  logs  realize  good 
prices  and  there  is  no  unsold  stock,  but  planks  and  hoards  are  not 
wanted. 

Ebony. — The  demand  contipues  very  dull,  stocks  ample  and 
sales  very  difficult. 

PRICE  CURRENT. 


Indian  Teak 

per  load 

£9 

to 

£15 

Satinwood 

per  ton 

£5 

to 

£12 

Rosewood           „ 

n 

£5 

to 

£9 

Ebony 

n 

£5 

to 

£7 
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A  toar  io  Jaunsar. 

Every  year,  in  the  months  of  April  and  May,  the  students  of 
the  Imperial  Forest  School,  Dehra  Dun,  are  taken  on  tour  through 
the  forests  of  the  Jaunsar  Division  in  the  School  Circle,  which 
comprises  the  Reserved  Forests  in  the  Government  Estate  of 
Jaunsar  and  the  Leased  Forests  in  part  of  Tehri-Garhwal.  There 
are  many  matters  of  great  interest  to  be  seen  in  these  forests  ;  in 
Forestry  there  is  the  natural  reproduction  of  deodar,  blue  pine, 
long-leaved  pine  and  oak,  as  well  as  the  artificial  reproduction  of 
all  these  trees  and  especially  deodar,  also  the  working  of  the  forests 
under  their  working  plans  framed  by  Mr.  N.  Hearle,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests  ;  in  Forest  Engineering  there  are  hill  roads 
and  the  works  connected  with  them,  the  tiinber  sledge  roads  of 
Thadiar,  Deota  and  Bamsu,  suspension  and  girder  bridges,  river- 
training  works,  &c.  ;  while  the  Botany  of  the  tour  which  occurs  at 
the  time  when  most  of  the  chief  trees  and  shrubs  are  in  flower,  is 
most  interesting. 

For  several  years,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  prepare  journals 
of  these  tours  and  in  this  way  the  following  have  been  printed  and 
published  at  various  times  and  some  them  are  still  available  at  the 
School. 

For  1885  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Fisher. 

„     1886        „         „     „    A.  F.  Broun. 

„     1887        „         „     „    W.R.  Fisher. 

„     1888         „         „     „    A.  Smythies. 

„     1891        „         „    „     C.  G.  Rogers. 

while  that  for  1892  is  in  manuscript  prepared  by  Baboo 
Upendranath  Kanjilal.  It  is  unfortunate  that  tnose  for  1889  and 
1890  were  omitted.  In  the  following  notes  which  Mr.  A  Smythies 
has  put  together,  much  of  the  information  contained  in  these 
varioas  journals  has  been  incorporated  with  observations  made 
during  the  tour  of  1893  ;  and  as  it  is  believed  that  the  account  of 
the  works  visited  is  likely  to  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  the  Forester 
we  have  decided  to  publish  them  in  our  pages. 

HoNY.  Editob. 
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Forests  near  Chakrata  :    April  12  to  18. 

Boll  call  at  Morrow's  Neck  at  8  a.  m.  In  the  afternoon  we 
inspected  the  Fuel  and  Timber  sheds  in  the  Dep6t.  The  old 
Fuel  shed  is  146  ft.  long  and  40  ft.  wide.  It  is  entirely  built 
of  wood,  the  original  cost  being  Bs.  5,000,  exclusive  of  the  price 
of  the  timber.  It  is  divided  into  7  compartments,  each  20  ft.  long. 
The  stack  of  fuel  at  the  outside  near  the  wall  is  8  ft.  high.  The 
next  is  10  ft.  the  next  ll^ft.,  the  next  14  ft.,  and  the  next  16  fL 
There  are  5  stacks  in  the  middle,  each  18  ft.  high,  and  a  similar 
descending  series  on  the  other  side.  Each  stack  is  20  ft.  long 
and  2  ft.  wide.     Thus  the  contents  of  a  compartment 

=  2x20  {  2(8  +  10+lli  +  14+16)  +  5xl8  } 

=  8,360  St.  cu.  ft. 

Therefore  the  contents  of  the  whole  shed 
=  7x8,360  =  58,  520  st.  cu.  ft. 

Oak  and  fir  are  stacked  separately,  and  the  fuel  is  issued  to 
the  Commissariat  Department  by  measurement,  not  by  weight. 
There  are  many  reasons  for  this.  First  of  all,  the  weight  of  fuel 
is  never  constant  ;  it  may  be  green  when  it  comes  in  from  the 
forest,  and  it  dries  slowly  in  the  shed  ;  but  during  the  rains,  it 
is  quite  possible  that  it  absorbs  moisture  to  the  extent  of  15  or  20 
per  cent  of  its  dry  weight  and  loses  it  again  during  the  next  dry 
season.  Moreover,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  weigh  out  such 
a  large  quantity  of  fuel  as  the  Commissariat  requires  which 
amounts  to  140,000  st.  c.  ft.  every  year. 

The  connection  between  measurement  and  weight  of  Chakrata 
fuel  has  been  found  out  by  experiments,  and  stands  thus: — 

230  st.  c.  ft.  of  oak  fuel  weigh  100  maunds 
320   „       „        fir     „         „      100         „ 

It  has  been  further  ascertained  that  for  this  kind  of  fuel,  100 
st.  cu.  ft.  are  equivalent  to  66  solid  cubic  ft.  The  present  selling 
price  to  the  Commissariat  is  Bs.  17  per  100  St.  cu.  ft  of  fir  and 
ks.  25  per  100  st.  cu.  ft.  of  oak. 

A  small  fuel  shed  has  been   built  to  contain  fuel  sold  to  the 

feneral  public,  and  to  keep  it  dry  during  winter  and  the  rains. 
he  stacks  in  this  shed  contain  50  cu.  ft.  each  and  they  are  sold 
at  Bs.  5/8  each.  Besides  .this  there  are  faggots  of  Indigofera  and 
other  woody  shrubs,  2  ft.  long  and  2  ft.  in  diameter  which  are 
sold  at  3  annas  a  bundle. 

The  Parade  Ground  Fuel  Sfied,  This  fuel  shed  is  similar  in 
construction  to  the  one  at  the  depot  and  the  pitch  of  the  roof  is 
42°  30'.  We  saw  fuel  from  the  Korwa  and  Kaisi  coppices  being 
stacked  in  this  shed.  The  Kalsi  fuel  consists  chiefly  of  sal,  sain, 
bakli,  dhaura,  kusam,  haldu,  jamun,  raini  and  amaltas.  Jhingan, 
kharpat  and  other  inferior  kinds  are  not  brought  to  Chakrata,  bnt 
are  converted  into  charcoal  on  the  spot.  In  connection  with  the 
shed  is  a  dry  shoot  about  50  ft.  long  with  a  slope   of  34"*.  Carts 
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are  unloaded  at  the  head  of  the  shoot  and  the  fuel  is  shot  down. 
The  following  are  the  rates  for  Kaisi  fuel: — 

Felling,  cutting  up  and  stacking  ...  Rs.     2  0  per  100  st.  c.  ft. 

Carriage  to  roadside          ...         ...     „      0  8  „ 

„        to  Chakrata         „    15  12  „ 

Stacking  in  shed                „     0  3  „ 


Total  Expenditure  Rs.     18     7 
Selling  rate     „      25     0  „ 

Therefore  profit.    „        6     9  „ 

From  the  Korwa  coppice  only  oak  fuel  is  brought  to  Chakrata, 
the  rhododendron  and  ajar  being  sold  to  the  Brewery.  The 
following  are  the  rates  for  the  Korwa  fuel: — 

Felling,  cutting  up  and  stacking  ...  Rs.     2     0  per  100  st.  c.  ft. 

Carriage  by  mules  „    10  14  „         „ 

Sta<;king  in  shed  „      0-3  „         „ 

Total  Expenditure  Rs.    12     7 
Selling  rate     „      27     0  „         „ 

Therefore  profit    „     14     9 
but  Korwa  is  only  8  miles  away,  while  Kalsi  is  26. 

Tlie  Timber  Shed  at  the  Depdt, — This  is  a  wooden  building 
with  two  storeys,  and  timber  of  the  same  description  and  scantling 
is,  as  far  as  possible,  stacked  in  one  place.  In  the  lower  storey 
there  is  a  frame  work  supported  on  posts  on  which  all  the  timber 
is  placed,  nothing  being  put  on  the  ground.  There  are  scantlings 
and  planks  of  deodar  and  fir  of  nearly  130  different  sizes,  besides 
odds-and-ends  of  miscellaneous  species.  As  an  exercise,  the 
students  were  told  off  in  sections  and  counted  the  whole  of  the 
stock.  First  class  deodar  scantlings  are  sold  to  the  Executive 
Engineer,  Military  Works,  at  Rs.  1-12  per  cubic  ft.  ;  second  class 
pieces  are  sold  at  Rs.  1-6  per  cubic  ft.,  generally  to  private  persons. 
First  and  second  class  planks  sell  at  Rs.  1-8  and  Rs.  1-4  per 
cubic  ft.  respectively. 

The  system  of  marking  scantlings  is  as  follows.  A  circle 
with  a  broad  arrow  inside  called  the  'pass'  mark,  is  stamped  on 
each  piece.  Besides  this,  three  figures  are  stamped  on  each 
scantling  ;  the  first  indicates  the  length  in  feet,  the  second  the 
breadth  in  inches,  and  the  third  the  thickness  in  inches.  Thus 
the  figures  12  12  1  on  a  plank  would  mean  that  it  is  12  ft. 
long,  12  inches  broad  and  1  inch  thick.  At  present  all  the 
deodar  timber  comes  from  the  Karamba  forest  near  Mundali, 
about  16  miles  from  Chakrata.  It  is  carried  entirely  on  men's 
backs,  the  weight  of  a  load  being  about  1^  maunds.  The  value 
of  timber  in  the  shed  16  from  Rs.  10,000  to  Rs.  12,000. 
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The  Cantonment  Forest  Blocks, 

The  Oantonment  of  Chakrata  was  founded  in  1865,  when 
the  forests  lying  on  the  slopes  of  the  Chakrata  ridge  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Cantonment  authorities  and  the  two  Blocks  which 
were  handed  over  for  treatment  to  the  Forest  Department  form 
one  Working  Circle  under  the  plan. 

In  1880,  these  two  blocks  were  taken  over,  viz.  Lurli  with 
an  area  of  290  acres,  and  Suitoli  with  an  area  of  188  acres. 
They  are  both  demarcated  with  masonry  pillars  numbered  conse- 
cutively, and  are  treated  exactly  like  reserved  forests,  with  this 
exception,  that  any  surplus  revenue,  afker  paying  for  maintenance 
and  planting  operations,  is  handed  over  to  the  Cantonment  authori- 
ties.    Up  to  date  the  surplus  revenue  has  been  about  Rs.  1,305. 

They  are  situated  in  the  zone  of  the  Ban  oak  {Quercus 
incana\  the  elevation  varies  between  six  and  seven  thousand  feet, 
and  the  forest  consists  principally  of  ban  oak,  ayar,  and  burans 
(Rhododendron  arhoreum)^  with  the  usual  shrubs  and  under  shrubs. 
In  the  damper  ravines  of  Lurli  we  findmoru  oak  (Querctis  dilatata\ 
laurels,  the  small  ringal  (^Arundinaria  falcatd)^  maple,  holly,  and 
other  species. 

The  Lurli  block  has  a  general  westerly  aspect,  while  that  of 
Suitoli  is  easterly,  the  result  being  that  the  latter  is  much  hotter 
and  drier. 

In  the  two  blocks,  about  ninety  acres  have  been,  at  different 
times,  sown  and  planted  up  with  deodar,  blue  pine,  chir,  moru,  and 
ban. 

The  Lurli  Block.  This  block  has  been  closed  against  fire 
and  grazing  since  1880,  and  plantations  to  fill  up  blanks  were 
commenced  in  that  year.  In  the  beginning,  by  way  of  experiment, 
sowing  in  patches,  both  in  horizontal  and  vertical  lines,  was  resorted 
to.  We  inspected  the  plantation  of  1880-81,  area  about  12  aeres. 
Deodar  and  olue  pine  were  sown  in  patches  with  a  little  ban  oak, 
and  vacancies  were  filled  up  from  time  to  time  by  plants  from  the 
nursery  below  the  Hospital  and  also  from  patches  which  had  too 
many  plants  in  them.  This  continued  for  3  to  4  years,  and  in  this 
way  1 6,000  deodar  plants  have  been  put  out  since  the  original 
sowings.  Measurements  taken  in  this  plantation  at  different  times 
give  the  following  results,  as  recorded  in  the  various  journals: — 

Deodar.  Blue  pine. 


ft. 

in.                      ft. 

in. 

1885    Average  height 

0 

9                        1 

7 

1886         „ 

1 

0                        1 

Oi 

1887         „ 

1 

5i                     3 

H 

1888 

1 

10  (720  plants)  4 

0    (40  plants) 

1891 

3 

6    (281      „     )6 

10  (49      „    ) 

1892 

4 

1    (589     „    )8 

8     (71      „    ) 

1893 

4 

0   (150      „    )9 

0    (88      „     > 
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The  deodar  plants  lower  dowa  the  slope  are  taller  than  those 
higher  up  near  the  path.  Very  few  of  the  former  were  measured 
tius  year,  otherwise  the  average  height  would  certainly  have  been 
more  than  4  ft.  In  the  sowings  of  December  1881,  the  patches 
were  arranged  in  verticAl  lines,  3  ft.  one  below  the  other,  the  lines 
being  15  ft  apart.  This  system  of  sowing  renders  inspection 
exceedingly  troablesome,  and  has  now  been  abandoned  for  the 
horizontal  method.  It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  between  the 
plants  resulting  from  sowing,  and  those  put  out. 

We  then  inspected  the  ban  oak  and  chir  pine  plantation  of 
1882.  8,400  patches  in  horizontal  lines  15  ft.  apart  were  sown  with 
chir  and  ban  oak  in  June  1882.  They  both  germinated  well,  but 
the  ban  oak  subsequently  died  owing  to  the  southerly  aspect  and 
to  the  shallow  rocky  soil.  Of  the  chir  pine  about  one  half  have 
died.  The  altitude  of  this  plantation  is  6,500  ft.  which  is  the 
upper  limit  of  chir  pine,  hence  it  is  not  expected  to  do  well, 
tnose  which  have  survived  are  chiefly  found  on  south-westerly 
aspects.  Measurements  made  in  this  plantation  in  past  years  give 
the  following  results: — 

1885.    Average  height 
1886  „  „ 

1887 

1888  „  „  (738  plants) 

1892  „  „  (274      ,.     ) 

in     1893  two  of  the  longest  shoots  were 

These  plants  have  thoroughly  established  themselves  and  are 
doing  fairly  well. 

On  the  same  slope,  above  the  path,  3,500  pits  were  sown  with 
deodar  and  blue  pine  in  December,  1884.  It  was  expected  that 
these  species  mignt  thrive  at  a  higher  elevation,  but  they  all  died 
out,  and  a  partial  resowing  was  made  with  ban  oak  ;  this,  however, 
has  not  succeeded  well,  and  the  probabilitv  is  that,  at  this  elevation, 
a  southerly  slope  is  too  hot  for  anything  but  chir. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  slope  below  the  hospital  with  a 
northerly  aspect  and  fairly  well  covered  with  a  forest  of  ban  oak, 
and  its  companions.  Here  two  plantations  were  made  in  1882. 
In  the  ono  to  the  east  of  the  nursery,  about  6  acres  in  extent,  4,000 
nits  were  planted  with  deodar  taken  from  the  nursery,  two  plants 
being  put  in  each  pit,  and  vacancies  were  filled  up  in  1885  and 
1886.  In  the  other  plantation  situated  to  the  west  of  the  nursery 
near  the  boundary  of  the  block  below  the  Hospital,  8,900  pits 
were  prepared  over  an  area  of  12  acres  and  planted  in  July  1883, 
with  two  plants  to  each  pit,  the  plants  being  taken  partly  from 
the  nursery  and  partly  from  surplus  stock  from  the  otner  planta- 
tions. 

The  nursery  from  which  these  plants  were  taken  contains  a  large 
number  of  seedlings,  which  will  be  put  out  next  July.     The  nursery 

61 
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is  terraced,  and  each  bed  is  raised,  as  deodar  must  be  well  drained. 
We  noticed  some  of  the  original  seedlings  which  had  been  left 
undisturbed  in  the  beds  ;  their  height  is  three  times  as  great  as 
that  of  the  transplants,  owing  to  better  soil,  better  cultivatioQ, 
and  to  their  roots  not  being  injured.  The  original  plants  came 
from  seed  of  1881,  which  was  a  very  good  seed  year.  This 
plantation  is  considered  a  great  success,  and  measurements  inaiie 
shew  the  following  results: — 

ft.      in. 

1886  Average   height    (534  plants)     0       10 

1887  „  „  18 

1888  „  „  (1500  „  )  1        8i 
1891  „  .,  (160  „  )  3       11 
1893  „  „  (553  „  )  4        Oi 

This  year  only  plants  out  in  the  open  were  measured  ;  those 
in  sheltered  places,  e,  g.  just  below  the  Hospital,  are  8  to  10  ft. 
high,  and  if  these  had  been  included,  the  average  would  have  been 
much  higher.  Last  year,  the  average  length  of  the  annual  shoots 
was  found  to  be  11  inches. 

In  the  nursery,  the  deodar  seedlings  are  pricked  oat  into 
nursery  lines  in  July  of  the  first  year,  the  spacing  being  9*  X  ST. 
During  the  first  year  they  are  shaded  by  grass  tatties,  and  after 
about  2  years  in  the  nursery  they  are  from  a  foot  to  18  inches  high 
and  are  ready  to  be  put  out  into  the  forest.  They  are  sometimes 
transplanted  twice  in  the  nursery  lines  in  order  to  encourage  the 
development  of  bushy  roots  and  to  prevent  the  formation  of  the 
taproot.  This  vear  there  are  about  5,000  deodar  plants  fit  for 
planting,  of  which  3,000  will  be  put  out  in  Korwa,  and  the 
balance  in  Cantonments. 

On  the  boundary  line,  near  pillar  No.  4,  we  noticed  the  great 
contrast  between  the  Government  forest  and  village  grazing  lands, 
the  former  having  thick  grass,  and  natural  seedlings  of  ban,  ajar 
{Pieris  ovali/olict)^  rhododendron  and  various  shrubs,  the  latter 
shewing  only  bare  slopes  cut  up  by  innumerable  small  paths  with 
the  grass  grazed  and  burnt  every  year,  and  a  few  lopped  trees 
scattered  here  and  there. 

A  curious  fact  in  connection  with  Lurli  is  that  we  find 
numerous  blue  pine  saplings  self-sown,  but  no  parent  trees  are 
known  to  exist  in  this  forest  It  is  possible  that  the  seed  may 
have  been  blown  across  the  valley  from  the  heights  of  Matkangra — 
a  distance  of  two  to  three  miles  in  a  straight  line, — or  they  may 
have  been  dropped  by  birds. 

It  is  in  this  block  that  the  junction  of  the  Chakrata  slates  and 
shales  with  the  Deoban  limestone  takes  place,  aud  this  accounts 
for  the  richness  of  the  soil. 

In  all  these  slopes  the  aid  given  to  deodar  seedlings  by  the 
natural  growth  of  ban  and  ayar  is  considerable,  and  shews  the 
importance  of  giving  young  deodar  some  sort  of  lateral  shelter 
during  the  first  few  years. 
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Owing  to  the  abnormally  severe  winter,  the  spring  of  1893 
was  very  late  ;  we  fonnd  rhododendron  in  full  bloom,  and  willow, 
birch  and  ajar  only  just  coming  into  leaf.  One  of  the  pines  in 
the  plantation  of  '8()-*81  bore  a  cone. 

The  Suitoli  Block. 

The  area  of  this  block  is  188  acres.  The  aspect  is  principally 
east^  and  the  soil  is  much  drier  than  in  Lurli,  and  not  so  deep. 

Two  plantations  have  been  made  in  this  block.  One  in  1882, 
with  an  area  of  15  acres  ;  and  another  one  in  1884,  with  an  area 
of  seven  acres,  lower  down  below  the  path. 

In  the  upper  portion  of  the  plantation  of  1882  no  less  than 
20,000  trees  have  been  put  out  from  time  to  time,  including  deodar 
blue  pine,  chir,  Quercus  serrata  from  Assam,  twenty  or  thirty 
different  kinds  of  eucalyptus,  Assam  pine,  &c.,  all  taken  from  sur- 
plus six>ck  from  the  forest  garden.  The  result,  as  far  as  the  exotics 
CO,  has  been  a  complete  failure,  the  indigenous  trees  alone  thriving 
fairly  welL 
The  recorded  measurements  in  this  plantation  are  as  follows : — 

ft     in. 

1885,  Average  height    (20   deodar)  0     11 

1886,  99  )9  16 

1887,  „  „  1    10 

1888,  „  „  (25  deodar)  3  6 
1891,  „  „  (149  „  )  3  7 
1893,  „  „  (109      „     ;  4     6 

The  lower  plantation  was  sown  with  chir  pine,  in  July  1884, 
and  partially  re-sown  in  1887.  The  measurements  taken  are  as 
follows  : —  ft.     in. 

1885,    Average   height  1     1 


1886, 
1887, 
1888, 
1891, 
1892, 


1  6 

2  5 

(18    plants)                    4  1 

(140      „     )                    5  8 


„  (163      „     )  5     6 

TTie  Forest  Garden. 

The  forest  garden  is  situated  at  an  altitude  of  about  6,000  ft. 
on  a  spur  running  down  from  the  d&k  bungalow.  Its  area  is  48 
acres,  of  which  15  acres  on  a  northerly  aspect  are  covered  with 
ban  oak  forest,  the  remainder  consisting  of  undulating  ground 
well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  a  nursery.  It  is  irrigated  by  a 
canal  which  comes  from  the  dhobies'  ghat  about  half  a  mile  away. 

The  object  of  the  forest  garden  is  to  make  experiments  with 
exotic  trees,  and  to  grow  fruit  trees  and  distribute  them  to  villa- 
gers. Vegetables  were  formerly  cultivated  for  the  troops,  but 
under  a  recent  Government  Order  this  has  now  been  abandoned. 

The  garden  was  made  over  to  the  Forest  Department  in  1881, 
and  in  1882,  about  500  fruit  trees  of  the  best  kinds  from  Ranikhet, 
such  as  pear,  apricot,  apple,  plum,  peach,  and  cherry  were  planted, 
and  in  most   cases  are  now   bearing  most  excellent  fruit.      The 
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apples  especially  do  very  well,  and  they  are  readily  saleable  in 
Ghakrata.  The  revenue  varies  every  year  according  to  the  crop, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  a  very  short  time  it  will  exceed  the 
expenditure. 

Each  frait  tree  is  planted  in  a  deep  pit,  filled  with  the  very 
best  manure.  Pears  nave  not  been  found  to  succeed,  they  are 
attacked,  while  unripe,  by  crowds  of  wasps  and  hornets. 

About  180  species  of  exotic  trees  have  been  raised  from  time 
to  time  since  the  formation  of  the  garden  in  1881,  including  Aus- 
tralian acacias  and  eucalypti  and  conifers  from  Europe,  China  and 
America.  The  trees  whicn  have  succeeded  best  are  :  Pinus  aylves-- 
trisy  laricio,  Pinaster,  and  Khaspa,  and  Cryptomeria  japonica ;  this 
latter  has  been  thoroughly  established  in  the  Darjeeling  district  and 

1}romises  to  develop  into  a  valuable  timber  tree.  It  grows  very  rapid- 
y,  but  it  will  haroiy  crow  so  fast  in  the  colder  climate  of  Jaunsar. 
The  portion  unaer  forest  has  been  divided  into  5  compart- 
ments ;  3  acres  were  cut  over  in  January  1885,  15  standards  being 
left.  The  net  profit  on  the  wood  cut  was  made  over  to  the  Canton- 
ment authorities  ;  no  wood  has  been  cut  since,  as  there  has  been 
no  great  demand  for  it. 

Several  of  the  pines  have  been  planted  out  among  the  coppice 
shoots  of  the  areas  cut  over,  where  they  are  doing  well.  The 
Eucalypti  have  been  severely  damaged  by  the  heavy  snow  last 
winter,  and  there  is  little  chance  of  their  recovering.  The  Mari- 
time pine  has  begun  to  bear  cones  ;  and  several  seedhngs  have  been 
raised  from  the  cones  of  Pinus  Khasya,  both  in  Chakrata  and 
below  in  Dehra  Dun. 

The  Matkangra  Oak  Forest. 

The  Matkfmgra  Block  in  the  Deoban  Reserved  Forests  forms 
a  small  special  Working  Circle  for  the  provision  of  fuel  for  Mili- 
tary works  lime-burning,  and  the  annual  yield  is  fixed  at  4,500 
stacked  cubic  feet  yearly.  As,  however,  the  lime-burning  has  been 
stopped,  the  yield  is  now  devoted  to  Chakrata  fuel  supply. 

The  crop  consists  principally  of  moru  oak  (Q.  dilatata).  The 
soil  is  rocky  and  reproduction  is  rather  backward  except  imme- 
diately below  parent  trees,  where  dense  thickets  of  moru  seedlings 
have  come  up.  To  supplement  the  stock,  two  plantations  were 
made,  one  above  the  Jadi  road,  the  other  below  it. 

The  upper  one,  25  acres  in  extent,  was  made  in  1874  and 
planted  out  in  1875.  In  181)2,  we  found  the  average  height  of 
154  plants  to  be  11  ft.  6  ins.,  and  in  1893,  the  average  height  of 
66  plants  was  14  ft.  2  ins. 

The  lower  plantation  is  26  acres  in  extent  and  was  planted  in 
1874  from  seed  raised  in  a  nursery  in  1872.  Measurements  made 
here  give  the  following  results  : — 

ft.     ins. 

1886,  Average  height  (50  plants)  6     0 

1887,  „  „  8  5 

1888,  „  „  (17  plants)  8  0 
1892,  „  „  {94  „  )  14  0 
i893,  „  „  (179  „  )  15  6 
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The  old  nurseries  from  which  these  plants  were  taken,  contain 
trees  which  have  been  allowed  to  grow  on  undisturbed,  only  sup- 
pressed trees  having  been  removed.  Although  on  a  small  scale,  they 
form  a  good  example  of  an  artificial  pure  crop  of  even  age,  20  years 
old,  and  now  about  20  feet  high.  The  leaf  canopy  is  complete, 
the  lower  branches  have  died  off  long  since,  and  a  thinning  could 
now  be  made  with  advantage.  The  object  of  such  a  thinning 
would  be  to  liberate  the  crowns  of  the  fature  trees,  Le,^  to  give 
lateral  space  to  the  crowns  of  the  dominant  trees.  Being  a  pure 
crop  of  even  age  the  real  dominant  trees  are  at  first  sight  hard  to  dis^ 
tinguish.  Stm,  here  and  there,  one  tree  has  a  wider  crown  than 
its  neighbours,  and  a  thicker  stem.  More  room  should  be  ffiven 
to  such  a  tree  by  removing  one  or  more  of  those  which  are  hem* 
ming  it  in.  In  other  cases,  the  trees  are  so  exactlv  equal  that  the 
only  thin^  to  do  is  to  create  a  dominant  tree  artificially,  as  it  were, 
e^.,  to  select  one  and  to  remove  one  or  more  equal  trees  on  either 
side.  In  any  case  the  leaf  canopy  should  be  kept  as  close  as  pos-^ 
sible. 

The  removal  of  the  trees  really  suppressed  in  this  case  does  not 
do  much  harm.  As  we  are  not  dealing  with  a  timber  tree,  the 
formation  of  a  long  clean  bole  free  from  branches  is  not  important ; 
moreover,  the  suppressed  trees  are  saleable  to  make  tool  handles.  But 
it  should  be  remembered  that  in  most  cases  the  removal  of  sup- 
pressed trees  is  indefensible,  e.g.^  in  the  deodar  thicket  at  Bodvar. 

These  two  old  nurseries  in  the  sapling  stage,  are  excellent 
examples  of  the  necessity  of  making  thinnings  and  of  the  great  dif- 
ficulty of  doing  so  in  a  pure  crop  of  even  age  raised  artificially. 

The  following  measurements  have  been  made  in  these  nurseries 
from  time  to  time  : — 

ft.     ins. 

1886,  Average  height  8     3 

1887,  „  „  13  6 

1888,  „  „  about  15  0 
1891,  „  .  „  17  5 
1893,  „  „  about                  20  0 

The  boxwood  of  Matkangra  is  found  in  a  shady  ravine  called 
the  '  Bear  Garden '  among  large  limestone  rocks,  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion to  that  of  Jadi  under  which  a  description  will  be  given. 

Lower  down  near  the  Bear  garden  we  came  across  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  horsechestnut  {/Esculus  indica)^  and  some  of  its 
seeds  were  germinating  on  the  ground.  The  young  leaf  buds  were 
just  opening.  We  also  saw  Rhus  vemicifera  with  the  flower  buds 
opening,  a  dense  mass  of  purple  anthers.  The  birch  and  holly  were 
also  shewn  to  the  students. 

The  leaves  of  the  Moru  oak  had  mostly  fallen,  and  the  young 
foliage  was  just  coming  out  in  beautiful  tints  of  olive  green.  The 
tree  is  never  quite  leafless,  though  the  leaves  remain  on  the  tree  for 
only  12  months.  The  ban  oak,  on  the  other  hand,  still  retained  most 
of  the  old  leaves  although  the  young  foliage  was  appearing. 
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The  Korwa  Coppice. 

The  Korwa  forest  is  what  is  known  in  Jaunsar  as  a  '^  second 
class  forest,"  2.^.,  the  villagers  have  certain  privileges  sucLaa-  eeii&e^ 
ing  dead  leaves  for  manare,  and  dead  fallen  wood.  The  area  is  130 
acres,  the  gradient  of  the  slopes  varies  from  25""  to  4:0"^  and  the 
elevation  from  5,200  to  6,700  feet.  The  rock  belongs  to  the 
Ohakrata  series  and  consists  of  slate  and  shales  with  a  band  of 
limestone  cropping  out  on  the  lower  boundary  of  the  forest  just 
above  the  cart  road. 

When  the  forest  was  closed  in  1880,  an  area  of  70  acres  was 
left  open  for  the  zamindars  of  Korwa  for  lopping  and  gi'azing,  on 
the  condition  that  they  should  lop  very  lightly.  It  was  found  that 
they  severely  lopped  and  pollarded  the  trees  and  hacked  them  in 
every  possible  way.  On  an  adjacent  slope  is  their  own  zamindari 
forest,  which  they  strictly  protected  and  it  is  now  as  good  as  any  part 
of  the  Government  forest.  This  privilege  of  lopping  and  grazing  in 
the  70  acres  was,  in  consequence,  taken  away  from  them,  and  the 
whole  area  has  been  put  under  coppice. 

Portions  of  this  area  were  coppiced  in  1888-89,  1889-90  and 
1^90-91,  no  standards  being  left,  and  the  reproduction  from  coppice 
shoots  is  very  promising.  A  blank  portion  of  the  area  was  unsuc- 
cessfully sown  in  1887  and  1888  ;  the  aspect  was  south-east.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  table  below  the  yield  from  the  lopped  portion 
was  very  much  less  than  that  from  the  closed  area,  being  in  fact 
about  one-third. 

The  growing  stock  consists   chiefly  of  Ban   (Quercus   incana)y 

BvLTtxiis^Rhododendron  arhoreum)^   Aysiv(Pieris  ovalifolia),  Kaiphal 

(Myrica  sapida);  and  among  the  undergrowth  we  found  Berheris 

Lycium^  My r sine  africanay  Rosa  moscliata  and  Arundinaria  faleata. 

The  following  table  shows  the  outturn  of  the  diflferent  coupes  : — 


^^^ 

Onttarn  in 

No.  of 

cubic  feet 

Year    oi 

• 

Area  in 

Btan- 

stacked. 

Coinp%rtmentB 

Remarks. 

felling. 

acres. 

darda 
left. 

coppiced. 

Total. 

Per 

acre. 

1881-82    ... 

7 

35 

•8,490 

1,213 

2,  3.  4  (part). 
8,  9,  10. 

*Some  charcoal 
was  made  which 

1882-83    ... 

4 

30 

9,470 

2,367 

4(part).5(part) 

IB  not  included 

1883-84    ... 

3 

35 

7,150 

2,383 

5  (part),  6. 

in  this. 

1884-86    ... 

3 

55 

*8,900 

2,967 

12 

1885-86    ... 

... 

... 

11 

188687    ... 

3 

60 

4,350 

1,450 

19 

1887-88    ... 

5 

60 

9,940 

3,313 

20 

1888-89    ... 

- 

Clo8ed4 
Open  2 

32 

6,750 
750 

1,687 
375 

... 

1889-90    ... 

Open  6i 

.. 

6,650 

904 

... 

1890-91    ... 

I 

Open  3 
CloBed2i 

54 

2,050 
3,820 

683 
1,530 
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Year  of 
felling. 

Cpts.  cut 
over. 

Area  in 
acres. 

No.  of 

standards 

left. 

Outtnm  in 
St.  en.  ft. 

Total 

per  acre 

1891-92 

Part  of  9 
and  10. 

H 

50 

firewood 
4,800 

Charcoal 
1,074 

firewood 

3,200 

Charcoal 

716 

1892-93         15 

f 

4 

1 

148 

12,417 

3,104 

All  the  oak  which  can  be  split  up  is  stacked  on  the  spot  and 
will  eventually  be  taken  to  Chakrata  ;  the  pieces  which  cannot 
be  split  are  sold  to  the  Brewery,  or  converted  into  charcoal,  and 
the  Brewery  also  takes  all  the  Rhododendron  and  inferior  fuel,  at 
the  following  rates,  on  the  spot : — Rs.  7  per  100  st.  cu.  ft.  inferior 
species,  and  Rs.  10  for  oak. 

There  are  more  standards  than  usual  in  the  coupe  of  this  year 
as  they  are  of  small  size.  Thelmain  objects  in  reserving  standards 
here  are  to  protect  the  soil,  shed  seed,  and  to  yield  a  larger  supply  of 
fuel.  As  many  of  the  stools  are  too  old  to  produce  shoots,  the  impor- 
tance of  standards  as  seed  bearers  must  not  be  over  looked.  Fell- 
ing on  a  hill  side  always  begins  at  the  top,  in  order  to  avoid 
damaging  stools  already  cut,  and  to  prevent  the  stacks  of  fuel  being 
knocked  down.  The  various  coupes  are  separated  from  each  other 
by  carrying  paths,  and  at  each  corner  is  a  small  stone  boundary 
pillar.  The  coppice  is  generally  cut  in  February  and  March, 
before  the  growing  season   begins. 

The  coupe  of  1S8U82,  AsfecfN^  ares,  7  acres.  The  growth  of 
the  shoots  in  this  coupe  has  been  very  good  :  ayar,  ban  and  rhodo- 
dendron being  the  most  numerous,  but  besides  these,  cherry, 
willow,  kaiphaland  other  shrubs  have  sprang  up,  forming  a  dense 
thicket,  and  an  excellent  cover  for  the  soil.  Measurements  taken 
at  various  times  are  as  follows  : — 


1885 

height 

3 

ft. 

0-5 

inches  (all  species) 

1886 

» 

2 

5» 

9 

„        (Ban  only) 

1887 

»> 

4 

»9 

5 

>»                » 

1888 

>? 

6 

» 

0 

1)                » 

1890 

>» 

6 

95 

7 

>»                        n 

1891 

»» 

6 

9> 

11 

n                        » 

The  oak  and  the  rhododendron  grow  at  about  the  same  rate  ; 
the  ayar  grows  a  good  deal  faster. 

The  coupe  of  1882-83.  Here  too  the  growth  is  good,  ban  oak 
forming  the  greater  part  of  the  growing  stock.  Measurements  are 
as  follows  : — 
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1885 

heig 

ht        2  ft. 

6 

inches 

(all  species) 
Ban  oaK  only 

1886 

5> 

3    „ 

H 

9> 

1887 

» 

4    „ 

2 

59 

99 

1890 

yy 

4     „ 

1 

99 

9: 

1891 

yy 

7     „ 

5 

99 

99 

1893 

» 

about  8     „ 

0 

99 

99 

5 

ft.    4 

4 

„     9 

4 

„     1 

2 

»     2 

1 

„  11 

to 

measare 

It  can  readily  be  understood  that  the  Forest  School  Students, 
who  can  only  devote  one  morning  to  the  Korwa  coppice,  have  not 
sufficient  time  to  take  measurements  in  all  the  different  coupes — at 
the  most,  they  can  do  some  here  and  some  there,  as  a  practical 
exercise. 

Other  measurements  taken  in  April  1890,  show  the  following 
results  for  ban  oak  : — 

Coupe  of  1883 — 84    Average     height    5     ft    4    inches 
1884—85 
„  1885 — 86  „ 

1886—87 
1887—88 

In  all  these  observations,  it  is  important  to  measure  a  large 
number  of  shoots  fairly   disposed  over  the  whole  coupe. 

In  the  higher  portion  of  the  forest  there  are  large  blanks,  in 
which  endeavours  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  stock  the 
ground  by  direct  sowing  :  Australian  acacias,  eucalypti,  blue  pine, 
and  ban  oak  were  successively  tried,  but  the  three  former  failed 
entirely,  and  the  latter  succeeded  only  partially.  Finally  the  cbir 
pine  was  sown  in  June  1889,  and  the  average  height  of  the  plants 
in  1888  was  5^*.  The  total  number  of  patches  sown  was  5,740  ; 
they  were  arranged  in  contour  lines  of  10  apart,  the  patches  bein^ 
5'  apart  in  the  lines.  The  patches  were  2'  long  and  1'  broad,  and 
the  seed  was  hand-sown  in  a  line  in  the  middle  of  the  patcL  The 
number  of  seedlings  in  six  patches  were  counted  in  1888  and  298 
were  found  alive,  giving  an  average  of  nearly  50  to  each  patch.  The 
patches  were  made  by  contract  at  a  cost  of  annas  12  per  100;  each 
patch  is  protected  during  the  hot  weather  by  a  grass  cowl  of  a 
conical  shape,  with  a  stick  in  the  middle  to  support  it  For  the 
purposes  of  our  visit,  some  of  the  cowls  had  been  recently  removed, 
and  we  noticed  that  the  seedlings  had  already  begun  to  suffer  from 
the  exposure.  These  cowls  are  taken  off  at  the  first  fall  of  the 
monsoon  rains  in  July.  Each  patch  was  prepared  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  allow  the  water  to  drain  off,  a  precaution  which  is  also  found 
necessary  in  the  case  of  deodar. 

In  spite  of  these  precautions,  the  sowings,  generally  speaking, 
were  a  failure,  and  now  attention  is  being  given  to  deodar  transplants 
which  are  raised  in  the  Lurli  nursery  in  Chakrata.  1,500  deodar 
transplants  were  put  out  in  July  1892,  and  500  basketted  plants  in 
Marcn  of  the  current  year,  and  these  all  seem  to  be  doing  well  The 
elevation  is  suitable  for  deodar  and  the  locality  is  near  the  market 
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The  Eorvva  forest  is  one  of  several  pieces  of  oak  forest,  which 
are  worked  as  a  special  Working  Circle  chiefly  for  the  supply  of 
fuel  to  the  Chakrata  Brewery. 

Chakrata  to  BoDYAJi,  vid  Jadi:     April  19th  and  20th. 

We  inspected  the  boxwood  forest  of  Jadi,  situated  some  300 
feet  below  the  road,  and  found  the  tree  in  various  stages  of  growth 
— from  a  small  seedling  to  a  full-grown  tree.  A  good  deal  of 
damage  had  been  done  to  the  trees  by  snow  avalanches.  Boxwood 
grows  naturally  mixed  with  spruce,  holly,  maples  and  morn  oak  in 
cool  shady  ravines,  among  large  rocks  and  boulders,  and  is  found 
locally  in  certain  places  in  the  Himalayas,  e.^,,  in  the  Punjab,  at 
Datmir  on  the  upper  Tons,  near  Chakrata,  up  the  Jumna  valley,  and 
in  Eumaun  and  British  Qarhwal.  For  the  latter  see  Indian  Forester^ 
Vol.  XI,  No.  6,  page  283.  For  the  Punjab  Boxwood  see  Indian 
Forester^  Vol.  XI,  page  25.  Boxwood  is  so  valuable  that  it  has  been 
exported  from  here  to  England  ;  the  first  lot  sent,  which  weighed 
nearly  13  tons,  realized  £30  per  ton.  A  second  lot  despatched  in 
1882,  weighing  27  tons,  realized  £15  per  ton.  A  third  lot  cut  in  the 
Kuphar  forest  on  the  Jumna  in  Tehri-Qarhwal  weighing  10  tons, 
was  sent  to  England  in  1884,  and  realized  £20  per  ton.  The  cost  of 
cutting  and  carriage  was  approximately  as  follows  : — 

Rb.  per  ton. 
Cutting  and  carriage  to  Saharanpnr  and  agent'e  charges      ...  54 

Rail  to  Karachi  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Freight  to  London  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Total  ...  149 

Reoeipte  per  ton  ...    Rs.  328 

As  is  well  known,  boxwood  fetches  a  high  price  for  engrav- 
ing, the  very  best  quality  only  being  adapted  for  this  purpose.  The 
best  boxwood  is  found  in  Persia  and  Turkey  in  Asia, 

An  examination  of  this  wood,  made  by  the  writer  in  1882  in 
the  East  India  Docks,  London,  showed  that  the  Persian  boxwood 
is  more  slowly  girown  than  the  Indian  variety,  and  is  probably  in 
consequence  more  close-grained. 

Boxwood  for  the  market  should  be  in  pieces  three  feet  long, 
with  a  diameter  varying  from  4  to  6  inches:  it  should  be  free  from 
knots  and  cracks,  and  in  case  there  is  liability  to  split,  it  is  advisable 
to  make  a  longitudinal  cut  with  a  saw  from  bark  to  centre.  The 
Indian  boxwood  has,  at  present,  rather  a  bad  name  in  the  market, 
and  there  is  not  much  likelihood  of  its  being  exported  to  England 
on  a  large  scale,  A  small  number  of  trees  can  he  sold  to  merchants 
from  Amritsar,  where  the  wood  is  worth  Rs.  5  a  maund,  and  is 
used  principally  in  the  manufacture  of  combs. 

On  this  march  we  noticed  the  character  of  the  Deoban  lime- 
itone  series  — the  peculiar  weathering,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  dissolved  under  the  soil  by  action  of  rain  water  containing 
carbonic  acid  ;  it  is  interspersed  with  shales  of  various  colours, 
generally  grey,  which  yield  a  clayey  soil. 
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Near  Jadi  village,  where  we  encamped  for  ihe  night,  we 
observed  deodar  trees  lopped  for  litter  and  manure,  and  mora  oak 
lopped  for  fodder.  Further  on,  we  found  spruce  fir  lopped  in  the 
same  way. 

We  also  found  good  specimens  of  the  male  and  female  flowers 
of  the  spruce  ;  the  pollen  was  not  quite  ripe  and  the  scales  of  the 
young  cone  were,  of  course,  open.  We  noticed  that  the  cones 
were  upright,  generally  near  the  ends  of  the  branches.  Acer  pictum 
and  Buddleia  paniculata  were  seen  in  flower,  as  well  as  Prunus 
Padus. 

After  passing  Lokandi  lani,  we  went  through  a  small  portion  of 
Missau  2nd  class  forest,  open  to  grazing,  and  then  went  on  to 
Bodyar. 

(^to  be  continued.^ 

The  Formation  of  Dew. 

The  invitation  to  discuss  the  Formation  of  Dew  in  the  pages 
of  ihe  Indian  Forester. was  very  acceptable,  as  I  had  during  the 
past  camping  season  given  the  matter  some  attention  and  arrived 
at  certain  conclusions.  An  aqueous  deposit  on  foliage  may  be 
of  two  kinds.  First,  when  the  moisture  from  the  air  is  deposited 
owing  to  a  fall  in  temperature  reducing  the  power  of  retention 
of  moisture.  This  is  what  is  commonly  understood  by  **dew.'' 
Second,  when  moisture  is  deposited  by  transpiratiou  of  aqueous 
vapour  from  the  plant  itself.  In  either  case  the  amount  of 
moisture  in  the  air  is  responsible  for  the  visible  results.  In  the 
first  instance  this  is  self  evident;  in  the  secou  although  the 
transpiration  of  aqueous  vapour  from  the  foliage  may  be  actively 
proceeding,  no  deposit  of  moisture  would  take  place  if  the  air 
were  dry.  Given  an  atmosphere  saturated  with  moisture, 
suppose  a  fall  in  temperature,  then  a  "dew"  deposit  must  tako 
place  on  surrounding  objects;  but  the  air  at  the  lower  temperature 
being  still  saturated  with  moisture,  evaporation  cannot  proceed 
and  the  aqueous  vapour  given  off  from  the  foliage  is  deposited 
as  dew  on  the  leaves.  In  such  instances  we  notice  dew  on  both 
sides  of  the  leaf.  Again  given  a  moist  but  not  saturated 
atmosphere  in  which  little  evaporation  can  take  place,  suppose 
a  fairly  equal  temperature;  in  this  case  there  may  be  no  true 
dew  deposit  from  the  air  and  yet  the  aqueous  vapour  given  off 
by  the  leaves  may  still  be  deposited  in  the  foliage  as  dew  ;  we 
should  then  remark,  perhaps,  that  the  under  surfaces  of  the  leaves 
were  studded  with  dew  drops  whilst  the  upper  were  quite  dry. 
It  is  evident  therefore  that  there  may  be  a  dew  deposit  on  forest 
trees  whilst  there  is  none  on  the  ground  or  elsewhere  where 
foliage  is  wanting.  The  conditions  inducing  the  above  phenomenon 
are  most  favorable  in  early  spring  when  the  atmosphere  is  not 
excessively  moist  and  the  temperature  is  equable.  The  want  of 
evaporative  power  in  the  air   alone   affects   the   visible  deposit    on 
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the  leaves  of" aqueous  vapour  given  off  by  the  foliage;  the  trans- 
piration of  aqueous  vapour  from  the  foliage  may  even  be  greater 
when  their  is  no  visible  evidence  of  it.  It  is  entirely  immaterial 
whether  the  moisture  in  the  air  is  in  "the  winds  that  blow  above" 
or  is  due  to  "  the  vapour  given  off  by  the  earth  below."  A  true 
dew  deposit  is  only  possible  when  at  a  given  temperature  there 
is  an  excess  of  moisture  in  the  air  and  when  this  temperature  is 
attained.  A  foliage  dew  deposit  is  only  possible  when  the  evapora- 
tive power  of  the  atmosphere  is  too  feeble  to  permit  of  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  aqueous  vapours  given  off  by  the  plant.  An  abnormally 
small  dew  deposit  in  forests  is  traceable  therefore  in  reference  to  true 
dew,  to  an  abnormal  deficiency  of  moisture  in  the  air,  irrespective 
of  whether  such  moisture  is  acquired  at  a  distance  or  locally. 
A  small  deposit  of  foliage  dew  may  be  due  to  local  drought 
diminishing  the  output  of  aqueous  vapour  from  the  plant,  but 
this  must  be  accompanied  by  a  dryness  in  the  air  which,  by 
evaporation,  prevents  the  deposit  on  the  leaves  of  such  aqueous 
va|x)ur  as  is  given  off.  It  was  most  interesting  to  note  that  in 
large  areas  of  forest  in  these  provinces,  the  Sal  tree  did  not 
flower  this  spring.  The  result  of  this  soon  became  apparent 
in  a  most  abnormal  and  beautiful  flush  of  foliage  ;  ana,  with 
the  appearance  of  the  young  leaves  over  hundreds  of  square 
miles  of  forest,  the  atmospheric  moisture  increased  and  the 
temperature  fell  in  a  very  marked  degree. 

0.  Q 

Land  reafforested  through  the  intervention  of  Prickly 

Pear. 

The  land  near  the  sea  coast  in  the  Bandar,  Repalli  and  Bapatla 
taluks  of  the  Kistna  District  is  intersected  by  a  net  work  of  tidal 
salt  creeks.  For  the  most  part  it  is  very  low-lying  and  is  submerg- 
ed by  water  from  the  creeks  either  at  each  high  tide,  or  at  intervals 
— for  instance,  during  the  rains  ;  and  consequently  it  is  impregnat- 
ed with  salt.     Such  land  is  called  a  "  parra. ' 

For  mile  after  mile  sometimes  these  '  parras '  present  a  barren 
waste  :  in  Bandar  taluk,  for  instance,  there  is  a  stretch  of  *  parra ' 
exceeding  20  miles  in  length,  and  1 J  miles  in  breadth.  At  first 
sight  they  seem  hopeless  for  afforestation  ;  but,  as  is  explained 
herein,  this  is  not  the  case. 

The  first  vegetation  that  grows  on  these  '  parras,' — which 
only  exists  when  the  submersion  is  not  daily, — ^consists  of  small 
trailing  patches  of  a  herbaceous-looking  plant,  called  locally  "  Yil- 
akurru.'  *  It  possesses  fleshy,  succulent  leaves,  somewhat 
resembling  stonecrop  (Sedum)  which  are  salt  to  the  taste,  are 
used  by  natives  for  making  curries,  and  are  eaten  with  relish  by 
cattle  when  they  get  used  to  it. 

*    I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  identify  the  botanical  name  of   this  plant,  as 
I  have  been  unabje  to  find,  so  far,  flowers  or  fruit.  A.  W.  L. 
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After  a  time,  a  few  patches  of  prickly  pear  are  found,  and 
once  started   this  plant  seems  to  spread  rapidly.      In  the   prickly 

Eear  the  "  Yilakurru  "  flourishes  exceedingly  ;  for,  from  a  trailing 
erbaceous  plant,  it  becomes  a  ligneous  busli  rising   in  places  to   6 
to  8  feet  in  neight  with  a  stem  of  2  to  3  inches  in  diameter. 

Then  we  find  a  grass  *  growing  among  these  bushes  of  prickly 
pear  and  "  Yilakurru",  then  spring  up  patches  of  two  other 
different  kinds  t  between  the  bushes  ;  and  then  among  the  bushes 
of  prickly  pear  and  "  Yilakurru  "  appear  seedlings  of  different 
kinds  of  forest  shrubs  and  trees,  notably  the  following  : — 

Nim  or  vepa  {Melia  indica),  Pala  (Mimusops  indicd),  Wulinda 
{Diospyros  Chloroxylon)^  Uti  (Maba  buxifolia),  Telia  tumma 
{Acacia  leucophlopa\  Nalla  tumma  ^^Acacia  arabica,  where  black  soil 
is  prevalent),  Soapnut  {Sapindus  einargiiiatus)^  Date  (Phoenix 
sylvestris)  and  Palmyra  (JBorassus  flabelli/ormis)^ — ^the  last  three 
especially  where  the  soil  is  sandy. 

Finally,  a  regular  scrub  jungle  is  formed  of  the  above-named 
species  interspersed  with  prickly  pear. 

The  prickly  pear  seems  to  form  a  soil  of  its  own,  possibly  from 
its  decayed  leaves  ;  for  whenever  the  clumps  of  prickly  pear  and 
"  Yilakurru  "  become  at  all  large,  it  appears  as  if  they  rose  from 
small  mounds.  These  mounds  become  more  and  more  pronounced, 
the  larger  the  clumps  become  ;  and  the  scrub  jungle  is  always 
situated  on  a  higher  level  than  any  adjoining  "  parra. '  It  may  be 
suggested  that  the  action  is  the  reverse,  and  that  the  scrub  jungle 
and  higher  ground  is  washed  away  by  the  water  from  the  creeks  ; 
but,  having  considered  carefully  this  side  of  the  question,  I 
examihed  the  ground  and  the  forest,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  scrub  jungle  was  not  eroded,  but  formed  after  the 
"parra." 

In  Repalli  taluk,  the  gradual  transition  from  the  **  parra  "  to 
the  scrub  jungle  is  completely  shown. 

In  Bapatla  taluk,  one  forest  reserve  consists  of  over  9,500  acres 
of  this  kind  of  scrub  jungle,  with  Nim,  Soapnut,  Pala  and  other 
trees  of  about  15  feet  nigh,  with  a  few  Palmyras  scattered  about* 
In  another  reserve  in  the  same  taluk,  600  acres,  Palmyra  and  Date 
are  more  abundant  than  scrub.  Prickly  pear  is  still  abundant  in 
all  these  reserves,  but  it  is  evidently  becoming  subordinate  to  the 
scrub,  which  should  be  carefully  kept  uncut  for  some  time  longer 
to  oust  the  former  altogether. 

The  Prickly  Pear  has  almost  invariably  been  considered  hateful 
to  both  Forester  and  Agriculturist,  although  advocates  have  been 
found  for  "  the  prickly  pear  as  a  protector  to  saplings  "  but  in  this 
case  it  appears  to  be  a  real  benefactor. 

The  action  of  the  prickly  pear  and  "Yilakurru"  between 
them  seems  to  be  (1)  to  extract  the  salt  from  the  soil,  (2)  to  render 
stable  the  mobile  sandy  covering  of  the  soil,  (3)  to  eaten  and  pro- 
tect seeds  of  jungle  trees,  (4)  to  form  a  more  or  less  fertile  soil. 

A.  W.  LUSHINGTON.    26-5-93. 

Note  by  Hon.  Editor.     '  The 'Yilakurru '  is  clearly  a  species 

of  Suceda  probably  S,  nudiflora.     The  grasses  are  probably  (a) 

Chloris   barbata^    (b)   jElxiropiLs  purbescens^    and   (c)    Sporobolus 

diander, 

*    Kind  (a)  forwarded  herewith.       t  Kinda  (b)  and  (c)  forwarded  herewith. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DB8TRU0TI0N    OF  P0RCUPINR9.  253 

Obituary — G.  H.  Foster. 

We  regret  to  have  to  announce  the  death,  at  the  Station  Hos- 
pital, Cannanore,  on  the  29th  April,  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Foster,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Coorg.  Mr.  Foster,  who  was  the  son  of 
Major-General  Foster,  now  living  at  Southsea,  was  born  in  October 
1849  and  was  appointed  to  the  Forest  Department  in  1868;  he 
served  chiefly  in  the  Central  Provinces  and  successive  Annual 
Reports  bear  witness  to  the  excellence  of  the  services  he  rendered 
there.  In  1892,  Mr.  Foster  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the 
Coorg  Forests  in  which  charge  he  remained  until  his  death,  doing 
excellent  work  in  the  reorganization  of  the  department,  more 
especially  in  the  new  settlement,  and  flre-protection.  Socially,  as 
well  as  officially,  Mr.  Foster's  death  will  be  deeply  regretted,  as  he 
had  a  large  circle  of  friends  with  whom  be  was  most  deservedly 
popular  and  much  sympathy  will  be  felt  for  his  widow  in  her 
bereavement,  which  must  be  all  the  more  severe  in  that  she  was  absent 
in  Eagknd,  with  thsir  family  of  five  children,  at  the  time  of  her 
husband's  illness  and  death. 


XX.-OOX%.X%.XDS£>Ol!TX>^XTOS]. 


Destruction  of  Porcupines. 

Deab  Mr.  Editor, 

Could  you  or  any  of  the  numerous  readers  of  your  Periodical, 
instract  me  as  to  the  most  expeditious  manner  of  getting  rid  of 
Porcupines  ? 

I  have  tried  several  methods,  viz. — Digging  them  out  of  their 
burrows — Suffocating  them  with  smoke,  etc  1  but  have  signally 
failed  to  exterminate  these  pests. 

I  have  offered  as  much  as  Rs.  3.  per  head  for  them  but  without 
success.  Any  hints  that  I  may  receive  through  the  medium  of 
of  The  Forester  will  be  most  welcome. 

R.  J.  P.  P. 
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The  Departmental  Blazer. 

Sir, 

I  see  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Pioneer  that  we  are  at  last 
within  a  measurable  distance  of  a  Departmental  Blazer,  and  that  it 
will  probably  consist  of  alternating  stripes  of  green.  I  do  not 
know  who  is  responsible  for  this  selection,  but,  as  far  as  I  have 
heard,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  get  at  the  opinions  of  the 
majority  of  officers.  Personally,  I  should  much  prefer  a  blazer  on 
the  lines  of  those  used  at  Cooper's  Hill  or  Nancy ;  that  is  a  coat  of 
uniform  colour,  say  rifle-green,  with  a  monogram  or  device  on  the 
pocket.  The  enclosed  design  for  a  badge  is  only  a  suggestion  and 
IS,  of  course,  open  to  improvement.  The  crossed  rifle  and  gun 
represent  the  Departmental  bent  for  shikar^  whilst  the  elephant, 
besides  being  the  king  of  all  big  game,  is  symbolic  both  of  the 
Forest  Officer  and  the  forests  under  his  charge. 

He  resembles  the  Forest  Officer  in  that  he  is  a  jungle  walla, 
that  he  is  popularly  supposed  to  be  able  to  do  any  amount  of  work, 
in  any  weather,  and  on  any  food,  and  that  his  pay  is  more  kicks 
than  rupees. 

He  is  typical  of  the  Forests  in  that  overworking  is  generally 
fatal  to  him  and  that  he  is  much  easier  to  destroy  than  replace. 

I  have  left  the  motto  blank  as,  during  this  hot  weather,  my 
dog-latin  would  cause  a  certain  outbreak  of  hydrophobia.  If  any 
one  else  can  supply  a  milder  and  less  dangerous  description,  the 
chance  is  now  before  him. 

A  friend  suggests  to  me  that  ^'  Tectona  Grandis  "  would  look 
well,  sound  well,  and  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  appropriate;  opinions, 
of  course,  differ ;  personally,  I  think  that,  although  the  latin  is  pure 
and  perhaps  harmless,  the  phrase  itself  is  vague  and  might  be 
thought  technical. 

G.  R.  L. 


The  design,  which  we  regret  we  cannot  reprodnoe,  consists  of  an  Glephant's 
head  surmounted  by  crossed  guns  and  with  a  label  for  motto  beneath. 

ITon.  Ed. 
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III.-OB'B'IOI-A-r*  P-^FTTixis  Sd  II?Ta?Bir*IL,ia-E3ITOE- 


Chief  Forest  Trees  used  to  make  Charcoal. 

The  Inspector  Qejieral  has  recently  sent  round  the  following 
Circular.  It  ought  to  result  in  the  collection  of  some  valuable 
information  on  that  branch  of  Forest  Utilization. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  ask  that  you  will  be  good  enough 
'  to  oblige  me  with  a  list  of  the  forest  trees  occurring  in  your 
'  Circle,  which  are  most  highly  appreciated  for  charcoal-burning  ; 

*  together  with  such  information   as  may   be   available   respecting 

*  the  percentage  of  weight  lost  in  conversion  in  the   case   of  each 

*  kind  of  wood,  whether  burned  in  the  customary  local   fashion   or 

*  according   to   European  methods.       Only   species   which   grow 

*  gregariously,  or  in  quantity  sufficient  to  render  them  of  economic 

*  importance  for  charcoal-burning,  need  be  mentioned ;  and, 
^  where  possible,  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  available  should  be 
'added." 


Resolutions  of  the  Forest  School  Board  of  Control. 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  Board  of  Control  for  the  Imperial 
Forest  School,  Dehra  Dun,  at  sittings  held  on  the  26th  and  28th 
March  1893  in  connection  with  the  Final  Examinations. 


Mbmbbbs  Pbbsbnt. 

Mr.  B.  RiBBENTROP,  C.I.E.,  Inspector  General  of  Forests^  President. 
„    J.  S.  Gamblb,  M.  a..  Director  of  the  Forest  School, 
Colonel   J.  C.    Dovbtok,     Conservator  of  Forests^  Southern  Circle^ 

Central  Provinces. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Hill,  Conservator  of  Forests^  Central  Circle^  North" 

Western  Provinces. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Pbbt,  Conservator  of  Forests^  Northern  Circle^  Madras. 
„    E.  P.  Dansby,     „         „  „        Bengal  Circle. 

Mr.  J.  L.  PiGOT,  Secretary. 

Resolved — 

1.  That,  on  the  result  of  the  final  examinations  of  1893,  con- 
ducted under  the  superintendence  of  the 
\m!^  eiamiuatione.  g^^^.^^  certificates  be  awarded  to  the  under- 
mentioned students.  In  respect  of  the  six 
students  whose  claim  to  certificates  appeared  doubtful,  but  to 
whom  the  Board,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion,  gave  certi- 
ficates, the  Director  should  report  to  the  Conservators  concerned 
the  circumstances  under  which  certificates  were  granted. 
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1.  Higher  Standard. 


(27) 
(28) 


(18)  W.  J.  Lane- Ryan. 

(19)  D.  H.  Allan. 

(20)  Kali  Charan  Varma. 

(21)  Gopal  Krishna  Dandawati. 

(22)  T.  S.  Brito. 

(23)  Rajagopal  Naidu. 

(24)  V.  Ethirajulu  Naidu. 

(25)  W.  G.  J.  Peake. 

(26)  R.  H.  Cole. 
Bhawani  Das. 
A.  P.  Ramacbendra 

Mndaliar. 

(29)  Ghirditta  Mai. 

(30)  E.  J.  D.  Pierce. 

(31)  L.  Venkanna  Naida. 

(32)  Abdul  Haq. 

(33)  N.  S.  Anantacharlu. 

(34)  Kanhya  Lai. 

Standard, 

(3)  Harji  Ram. 

(4)  Sundar  Lai. 


(1)  a  S.  Rogers. 

(2)  Gajaraju  Mndaliar. 

(3)  Dhanjishab  Avasia. 

(4)  Hari  Kesliav  Wasbikar. 

(5)  T.  Arumugam  Mndaliar. 

(6)  W.  B.  Jackson. 

(7)  A.  B.  Myers. 

(8)  S.  Ramasawmiab. 

(9)  S.  Knppusawmv  Chetty. 

(10)  P.  Venkatakrishnama 

Naidu. 

(11)  Krisbnaji    Ganesb 

Javadekar. 

(12)  P.  S.  Govinda  Rao. 

(13)  A.  M.  Sawyer. 

(14)  Ramnatb  Mukerji. 

(15)  C.  E.  Allen. 

(16)  H.  E.  Kelly. 

(17)  R.  F.  Cola^o. 

//.  Lower 

(1)  Sbyam  Sundar. 

(2)  Akbar  Khan. 

No  certificates  with  honours  were  granted  by  the  Board  in 
either  standard. 

2.  That  bronze  medals  be  awarded,  for  the  subjects  noted, 
to  the  undermentioned  passed  students: — 

3.  A.  B.  Myers :  Surveying. 

4.  C.  S.  Rogers :  Forest  Engineering. 

5.  K.  Grajaraju  Mndaliar:  Botany. 

6.  Krisbnaji  Ganesb  Javadeker :  Herbarium. 

7.  Hari  Keshav  Wasbikar :  Forest  Law. 

8.  Hari  Keshav  Wasbikar :  Physical  Science. 

9.  S.  Ramasawmiab :  Mathematics. 

10.  Sbyam  Sundra,  Lower  Standard :  general  proficiency. 

3.  That  it  is   undesirable   to   grant   Lower   Standard  certi- 

ficates  to  the  seven  students  of  the 
^^UpperCla88  failed  stu-     ^^^^^^  jj  qj^^^    ^^^   f^y^j  ^   ^j^^j^ 

Higher  Standard  certificates. 

4.  That,  with  reference  to  a  proposition  submitted  to  the 

Board  under  which  students  who  fail  in 
howtrd..lt^th'"'*'=     the     monthly      examinations    or    in  Je 

annual  exammations  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year  should  be  required  to  leave  the  School,  the 
Director,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  powers  vested 
in  him  under  rule  8  of  the  existing  School  Rules  ("General)," 
is   competent  to  deal   with  students    who,  at  any   time  during 
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the  School  course,  show  that  they  are  unable  to  foUow  the 
lectures  with  any  prospect  of  obtaining  a  certificate  at  the  final 
examinations.  The  Director  should  make  use  of  this  power,  and 
either  remand  unpromising  students  or  arrange  for  their  transfer 
to  the  Lower  Class. 

5.  That,   with   reference   to   a  proposal  placed   before   the 

^  ,  ,  Board,  to  the  effect  that  fi^reater  impor- 
rt»/e'Sr*'°°  ^""^  tance  should  in  future  be  given  to 
the  annual  examination  of  the  junior 
students,  and  that  the  marks  allotted  at  that  examination 
should  count  more  towards  the  final  results  than  the  marks 
allotted  at  the  monthly  examinations,  no  change  in  the  existing 
practice,  which  was  discussed  at  previous  meetings,  is  desirable  ; 
and  that  the  proportion  of  marks  now  allotted  to  the  monthly 
examinations  is  sufficient. 

6.  That,  with  reference  to  the  proposal,  submitted  by  the 
Comparative    impor-    Instructor  in  Forest  Engineering,   to  set 

tanceoiwrifcten  ami  verbal  two  papers  instead  of  one  at  the  final 
examinatioDB.  examinations    in     that     subject     and     in 

Surveying,  the  number  of  examination  papers  should  be 
rather  reauced  than  augmented.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
a  single  paper  in  each  subject  is  sufficient ;  but  the  question 
should  be  brought  forward  at  the  next  meeting  for  further  discus- 
sion and  consideration  as  to  whether  greater  importance  should 
not  be  given  to  the  oral  tests  at  the  final  examinations.  The 
Board  desire  that,  in  the  meantime,  the  opinions  of  the  School 
teaching  staff  on  this  subject  should  be  obtained. 

7.  That  it  i«,  from   every  point  of  view,   desirable  for   the 

Professors  of  sylviculture  to  become 
hy^^i^^F^te^}l^         "^    acquainted  with    sylvicultural  conditions 

other  than  those  which  they  study  within 
the  School  Circle  and  during  their  short  taurs  with  the  students. 
Facilities  should  accordingly  be  given  to  them,  either  during  the 
vacation  or  at  other  times  when  they  can  be  spared  or  replaced, 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  localities  of  special  interest  in  the 
various  provinces,  such  as  teak  forests  in  southern  India  or  Burma, 
or  sal  forests  in  Oudh  and  Bengal. 

8.  That  a  Manual  of  Forest  Engineering  should  be  prepared. 
Inrtrnctioii   in   Forest    The     present    course    of  engineering  as 

Kngineerisg :  manual  re-  taught  at  the  School  meets  all  require- 
^'**"^-  ments;   and   the   Board   are   therefore  of 

opinion  that  the  syllabus  of  that  course  should  form  the  basis  of 
the  proposed  manual.  The  Board  recognise  the  value  of  the  notes 
of  lectures,  delivered  by  Lieutenani>-Colonel  Bailey  and  Mr. 
Hobart-Hampden  and  edited  by  the  latter  officer,  and  consider 
that  those  notes  should  be  fully  utilised  in  the  preparation  of  the 
work.  The  notes,  however,  will  require  considerable  addition  and 
rearrangement  in  order  to  render  them  complete  and  in  confor- 
mity with  the  School  syllabus.  The  manual  should  be  elaborated 
beyond  the  requirements  of  the  School  curriculum,  so  as  to  be 

.     65 
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useful  for  reference  to  officers  of  the  department  and  to  the  public 
generally.  To  carry  this  proposal  into  practical  effect,  the  Board 
consider  that,  in  order  to  utilize  local  experience  and  collect 
examples  and  illustrations  of  local  works  or  practice,  tlie  prepara- 
tion of  the  manual  should  be  entrusted  to  an  editor  with  authority 
to  correspond  with  Conservators  throughout  India.  The  present 
Instructor  in  Forest  Engineering  at  the  School,  Mr.  0.  G.  Rogers, 
is  qualified  for  this  duty,  and  the  Board  propose  that  he  should 
for  the  purpose  be  forthwith  relieved,  until  the  1st  July  next,  of 
all  other  duties  in  connection  with  the  School.  The  Board  expect 
that  during  this  period  Mr.  Rogers  will  prepare  a  proof  of  the 
manual,  which  should  then  be  circulated  to  all  Conservators  for 
such  suggestions  as  they  may  have  to  offer. 

9.  That  the  Inspector  General  of  Forests  be  requested,  with 

reference  to  the  Board's  Resolution  No. 
School  Volunteering.  11  of  1892  and  the  subsequent  corres- 
pondence on  the  subject  of  volunteering  at 
the  School,  to  consider  whether  step^  could  not  be  taken  to 
arrange  for  a  course  of  riding  lessons  for  all  students  at  the 
School ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  some  provision,  by  money- 
grant  or  otherwise,  for  the  requirements  in  horses  of  such  of  tne 
students  as  belong  to  the  Dehra  Dun  Mounted  Rifles. 

10.  That,  with  reference  to  the  intimation  conveyed  to  the 
Utilisation   of  the  eer-     Inspector    General     of    Forests    by    the 

vices  of  the  Assistant  Ag-  Government  of  India,  in  endorsement  No. 
ricultural  Chemist.  203-4,  dated   26th  January   1893,  to  the 

effect  that  the  utilisation  of  the  services  at  Dehra  and  Poena  of 
the  Assistant  Agricultural  Chemist  should  be  arranged  for  by 
the  Board,  the  Board  are  apparently  not  in  a  position  to  act  as 
desired,  since  necessary  information,  respecting  the  period  in 
each  year  during  which  the  Chemist  must  be  at  Poena,  as  well 
as  other  essential  particulars,  have  not  been  placed  at  their  disposal. 
At  the  same  time,  the  Board  desire  to  record  that  it  had  been 
understood  that  the  services  of  the  Chemist  would  be  available  at 
Dehra  for  the  whole  period  from  1st  July  to  31st  October,  and 
that  they  consider  he  can  be  fully  employed  during  that  period, 

11.  That — with  reference  to  Resolution  No.  15  passed  at 

the  meeting  of  1892,  and  after  considera- 
Forest  School  Rules.         tion  of  the  Circular  of  the  Government  of 

India  on  the  subject  (No.  22-F.,  dated  25th 
Julyl892j,  and  of  replies  of  Local  Governments  and  of  the  Direc- 
tor of  the  Forest  School  thereto,  as  well  as  of  draft  proposed  rules 
submitted  by  the  Director — the  Forest  School  Rules  detailed 
below  be  adopted.  Sections  I  and  III  of  these  Rules  relate  to 
the  constitution  of,  and  the  studies  and  discipline  at,  the  School, 
and  conform  in  all  material  particulars  to  the  existing  orders  or 
practice.  The  Rules  of  Admission  contained  in  Section  II,  have 
been  framed  after  a  careful  examination  of  those  suggested  by 
the    Government  of  India  in   the   Circular  above-quoted.     The 
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Board  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that,  while  the  existing  rules  for 
admission  to  the  School  require  modification  and  amplification 
in  important  respects,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  rules 
suggested  by  the  Government  of  India,  which  do  not  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Forest  Service.  The  Board,  acting  on  the. 
suggestion  of  the  Supreme  Government  that  recommendations  for 
a  revision  of  the  regulations  under  which  students  are  now 
admitted  should  take  the  form  of  draft  rules,  have  accordingly 
prepared  a  complete  set  of  Rules  of  Admission.  The  Board  desire 
that  the  Inspector  General  of  Forests  should  move  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  to  accord  their  sanction  to  the  issue  of  these  rules, 
which  should  be  published  in  conjunction  with  the  rules  contained 
in  Sections  I  and  III.  The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  the  simpli- 
fication of  the  existing  rules — the  meaning  of  which  is  often 
misunderstood — ^and  the  extended  publication  of  new  regulations, 
are  matters  of  pressing  necessity,  and  desire  also  to  record  their 
belief  that  the  rules  in  their  entirety  as  now  submitted,  while 
meeting  the  requirements  of  the  School,  will  suitably  provide  for 
the  recruitment  of  the  provincial  forest  services  on  the  lines  pres- 
cribed by  Government  in  the  Forest  Department  Code. 


Forest  Conservancy  in  India. 

Forestry  in  India  is  a  comparatively  modern  institution.  In 
former  times,  no  doubt,  considerable  areas  were  scrupulously  pro- 
tected in  many  parts  of  the  country  ;  but,  wherever  this  was  the 
case,  the  forests  were  kept  as  game-preserves  for  the  pleasure  of 
princes  and  great  nobles.  The  idea  of  conserving  forest?  in  order 
to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  supply  of  forest-produce  useful  and 
even  necessary  for  the  people, — the  idea  of  maintaining  a  propor- 
tion of  the  country  under  forests  on  account  of  the  indirect  benefits 
conferred  on  the  Empire  at  large  by  the  very  existence  of  forests, 
—was  never  thought  of  by  former  goveraments.  Even  during  the 
earlier  times  of  British  sway,  the  economic  value  of  forests  was  not  re- 
cognised, and  they  were  considered  more  in  the  light  of  impediments 
than  otherwise  to  the  increase  of  cultivation,  and  consequently  to 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  empire.  This  period,  however,  has 
passed  away  ;  and  the  necessity  for  the  maintenance  and  conserva- 
tive treatment  of  forests,  as  a  mainstay  of  agriculture,  is  now  almost 
universally  recognised,  while  Forest  Conservancy  is  regarded  as  a 
duty  of  the  State. 

India  is  not,  like  Europe,  a  forest-growing  country  throughout; 
its  position  in  a  tropical  and  subtropical  climate  prevents  this,  and 
areas  which,  with  a  lesser  evaporation,  such  as  takes  place  in  tem- 
perate and  cold  zones,  would  be  clad  with  dense  forest  growth,  are 
here  arid  and  may  even  be  desert.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  barrier 
which,  in  the  form  of  the  Himalaya,  separates  the  north  of  India 
from  the  rest  of  the  Asian  continent,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
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pronounced  peninsular  formation  of  the  Empire,  the  greater  part  of 
the  country  is  suitable  for  the  growth  of  natural  forests.  India  is 
a  country  of  extremes,  and  contains,  on  the  one  hand,  ever-green 
forests  of  a  luxuriance  and  density  such  as  the  imagination  can 
hardly  picture,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  deserts.  The  distribution 
and  character  of  the  Indian  forests  is  due,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  more  or  less  plentiful  supply  of  rain,  and  next  to  elevation  and 
the  influence  of  the  tides.  The  distribution  of  the  rains  in  India 
within  distinct  periods  of  time  is  as  marked  and  accentuated  as 
anywhere  in  the  tropics,  and,  thanks  again  to  the  formation  of 
the  country,  the  monsoons  extend  far  north  of  the  Tropic  of 
Cancer.  There  are  two  monsoons,  the  more  important 
being  the  summer  or  south-west.  Within  the  direct  influence  of 
the  full  force  of  the  monsoon  rains,  the  country  is  covered  with 
evergreen  forests.  Where  the  rainfall  gets  less  copious,  these 
change  into  deciduous  forests,  gradually  blending,  with  still  decrea»- 
ing  rainfall,  into  dry  forests,  and  ending  in  unreproductive  deserts. 

The  evergreen  forests  created  by  the  influence  of  the  south- 
west monsoon  occupy  the  west  coast  of  the  peninsula,  up  to  the 
ridge  of  the  mountain  chain  separating  the  moisture-yielding  sea 
from  the  rest  of  the  continent.  In  the  same  way  they  are  spread 
over  the  coast  districts  of  Burma  and  Chittagong,  and  along  the 
foot  and  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  eastern  Himalayas.  The  ever- 
green forests,  due  to  the  winter  or  north-east  monsoon,  occupy  the 
Camatic. 

The  deciduous  forests,  which  occupy  the  larger  part  of  the 
peninsula  and  Burma  and  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Anda- 
mans,  are  ot  the  greatest  importance  for  the  forester,  the  consumer, 
and  the  State.  They  contain  the  well  known  and  most  valuable 
species  of  timber,  such  as  teak,  sal,  ironwood,  sandalwood,  red 
Sanders,  and  many  others  :  also  the  padouk  {Pterocarptis  indieus)^ 
which  is  found  in  considerable  quantities  and  of  large  dimensions 
in  the  Andaman  Islands.  This  tree  has,  of  all  Indian  timbers 
except  teak,  probably  the  most  promising  immediate  future.  It 
yields  the  best  wood  for  ordnance  purposes  and  carriage-building, 
and  is  sure  to  rival  mahogany  for  cabinet-work.  The  timber  is 
stronger  than  teak  in  every  direction,  lasts  longer,  is  much  hand- 
somer, does  not  warp  in  seasoning,  and  only  weighs  15  to  20  lb 
more  per  cubic  foot. 

The  dry  forests  are  situated  in  Rajputana  and  the  Punjab,  and 
spread  over  a  large  extent  of  Native  States.  Towards  the  north 
and  north-west  they  become  richer  and  gradually  blend  into  decid- 
uous or  alpine  forests,  whereas  they  get  drier  and  drier  towards 
the  west  and  southwest  and  disappear  into  the  deserts  on  both 
sides  of  the  lower  Indus,  where  the  courses  of  perennial  rivers 
alone  are  fringed  by  a  belt  of  arbori-vegetation. 

Alpine  forests  are  found  within  the  Indian  Empire  along  the 
whole  of  the  Himalaya  mountain  chain  from  Assam  to  Hazara,  in 
the  mountains  of  south  Afghanistan  and  Baluchistan,  and  on  the 
higher  mountain  ranges  in  Burma. 
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The  tidal  forests  are  sitnated  along  the  greater  part  of  the 
coast  of  India  and  in  the  deltas  of  its  rivers. 

The  foregoing  are,  shortly  summarised,  the  physical  capabili- 
ties of  India  as  a  forest-growing  country.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  in  pre-Vedio  times  the  greater  part  of  the  Empire  was 
covered  with  dense  forests,  which  were  gradually  opened  out  by 
Kshatriya  settlers  along  fertile  valleys  and  main  streams.  At  that 
time,  and  long  after,  the  country  was  probably  more  fruitful  and 
the  climate  less  fierce  than  now,  at  least  if  any  trust  can  be  placed 
in  the  descriptions  of  Fa-Hian,  the  great  Chinese  traveller  who 
visited  India  in  the  fourth  century,  and  who  described  the  climate 
as  neither  hot  nor  cold.  The  destruction  of  the  forests  on  a  larger 
scale  was  left  to  the  invaders  from  the  north — ^nomadic  tribes  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  roam  from  pasture  to  pasture,  and  who 
fired  alike  hills  and  plains,  and  destroyed  the  forests  wherever  they 
went.  The  sway  of  these  invaders  extended  over  upwards  of  750 
years  ;  and  when,  after  the  battle  of  Plassey,  the  foundation  of  the 
present  Indian  Empire  was  laid,  and  province  after  province  was 
conquered,  the  forest  areas  had  already,  over  considerable  portions 
of  the  country,  been  reduced  below  the  minimum  necessary  for  its 
well-being,  though  other  portions  of  the  vast  Empire  were  still 
covered  with  almost  virgin  forest. 

British  rule,  instead  of  putting  an  inmiediate  stop  to  further 
devastation,  gave  in  the  beginning  a  new  impetus  to  destruction. 
As  already  stated,  the  watchword  of  the  day  was  to  increase  the 
area  of  cultivation  at  the  cost  of  the  still  existing  forests,  and  this 
policy  was  carried  on  for  years  without  any  enquiry  into  the  merits 
of  each  case.  Naturally,  incalculable  harm  was  done  by  such 
inconsiderate  destruction  of  forests,  especially  in  the  more  populat- 
ed districts  where  the-  demand  for  new  land  was  greatest,  and 
where  the  forests  were  often  already  of  less  extent  than  the  state  of 
the  country  demanded.  Large  areas,  through  not  immediately 
destroyed,  were  alienated  by  settlements  and  grants,  and  were 
thereby  withdrawn  from  further  active  interference  on  the  part  of 
Government.  Security  to  life  and  property  enabled  the  peasants 
and  herdsmen  to  graze  their  cattle  far  from  their  homes  and  un- 
protected, and  at  the  same  time  cattle  increased  in  value. 
Herds  naturally  multiplied,  and  additional  grazing  areas  being 
required  were  cleared  by  fire,  thereby  opening  the  way  to  future 
famines  and  distress.  Railways  soon  spread  over  the  country,  and 
forest  growth  disappeared  with  an  incredible  rapidity  within  the 
reach  of  their  influence,  partly  on  account  of  the  direct  demands 
made  on  them  for  construction  works — demands  which  were  fre- 
quently supplied  in  a  wasteful  and  reckless  manner — partly  on 
account  of  the  increased  impetus  given  to  cultivation. 

It  was  only  when  failures  to  meet  local  demands  for  public 
works  were  brought  to  notice,  that  the  value  of  the  forests  was 
gradually  recognised.     At  first,  attempts  were  made  to  meet  such 
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local  failures  by  local  measures,  but  the  insufficiency  of  this  pro- 
ceeding was  rapidly  brought  to  light,  and  it  came  to  be  understood 
that  a  question  of  such  general  magnitude  and  importance  could 
only  be  efficiently  grappled  with  by  a  special  organisation.  It  was 
thus  that  the  Forest  Department  came  mto  existence. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  it  rested  with  the  Government  to  show 
the  lead,  and  the  first  step  in  the  new  direction  was   naturally  to 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  forest  property  still   remaining  in  the 
possession   of  the   State,  and   in  what  measure  such  property  was 
Durdened  by  rights  in  favour   of  the   peasantry.       The  Oriental 
Governments,   from   which  the  British  Government  inherited    its 
forest  property,   never  recognised   the  accrual  of  any  prescriptive 
right  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  anybody  was   accustomed,   withont 
let  or  hindrance,  to  get  what  he   wanted  from   the  forest,   to  graze 
his  cattle  where  he  liked,  and  to  clear  jungle-growth  for  cultivation 
wherever  he  listed.     This  state  of  things,  it  is  self-evident,  did  not 
permit  of  systematic  forest  management,   and  it  became   clear  that 
a  Forest  Law  and  a  Forest  Settlement  were  urgently  required.      It 
was  necessary  that  the  Forest   Settlement  should   define   (a)    the 
forests  in  which  the  ownership  of  the  State  was  still  absolute  ;  (6) 
forests  which  were  the  property  of  the  State,  but  which  were  burd- 
ened with  legal  rights,  prescriptive  or  granted  ;  and  (c)  forests,  the 
property  of   individuals  or   communities,  in  which  the   State    had 
rights  over  all  or  certain   kinds  of  growing  trees.      After   several 
local  Rules  and  Acts  had  been   introduced   and  had  been  in    force 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  the  first  Indian  Forest  Act  was  passed 
in  1865.     This  was,  however,   found  wanting  in  many  important 
respects,  and  was  replaced  by  the  Act  of  1878.       Even  in  this  new 
Act,  however,   faults  were   at  once  recognised,  and   separate  Acts 
were  passed  for  Burma  and  Madras  in  1881  and  1882    repectively. 
All  three  Acts  provide  for  the   formation  of  Government  reserves 
and  the  settlement  of  rights  within  them  ;  also  for  the  constitution 
of  village  forests  ;  and  tney  contain  forest  police  rules   necessary 
for  the  protection  of  Government  forests  and  forest-produce.       The 
Indian  Forest  Act  contains  in  addition  provisions  for  the  creation 
of  protected   forests.      All  three  Acts   provide  for   the  control    of 
Government  over  forests  not  belonging  to  the  State,  if  such  control 
appears  necessary  for  the   public  weal,   or  if  the  treatment    which 
such  forests  have  received  from  their  owners  injuriously  affects   the 
public  welfare  or  safety.      More  recently,  special  Forest   Laws  for 
the  newly-annexed  province  of  Upper   Burma  and   for  Assam    and 
Baluchistan  have  been  passed  by  the  Indian  Legislature,  and  these 
contain  several  distinct  improvements  on  the  older  Acts. 

In  the  Central  Provinces  and  Bengal,  forest  reservation  had 
made  rapid  progress  under  the  wise  guidance  of  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  and  large  areas  could  at  once  be  declared  State  Forests 
under  the  Act;  of  1878.  The  rapid  strides  which  forest  reservation 
has  made  in  Bombay  are  due  to  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the 
same  eminent  statesman,  other  provinces  are  following  the  same  line 
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with  more  less    vigour,  as  may    be  gathered    from  the  foUowinir 
table  for  1891-92 :—  •'  »  -ns 


FOREBT  ABKA,   IM  8QUABB  MILSS. 

|1l 

PROvnroM. 

1 

Rbmarks. 
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UncUw.     Total 

Bed. 

1 
1 

4l 
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8 

4 

(a)   Includes  78  square 
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6 

Gentral  ProTinees 
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23 

(I)  lucludes  343  square 
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Banna  (Upper) 
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to  1,069 

6,616 

7 
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(                                  17,620 

22 
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22 
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(<0  Includes  113  squares 
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866 

64 
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6 

miles  of  tawngya  areas. 
it)  BxcIuhItc  of  the  area 

Balachistan 

82 

82 

AnHftTT^^m^  . . 

, , 

1.967 

98 

of  India-rubber  forests 

Bern 

2,231 

4,486 

26 

of  which  it  is  not  pos- 
sible at  present  to  n-om 
an  estimate  even. 

Total  Bengal  Presidency 

43,266 

82,649 

12 

Madras 

in  7,176 

71,883 

21 

(0  Includes  37  squares 

Bombay  *    „ 

10,17o 

14,489 

11 

miles  of  lecued  forests. 

{g)  Includes  164  squares 

miles  of  Uased  forests. 

Orahd  Total 

60,601 

84,694 

19,728 

114,921 

IS 

*  These  figures  are  for  1890-91. 

The  organisation  of  the  Forest  Department  was  gradually 
developed  at  the  same  time  under  the  energetic  management  of  Sir 
Dietrich  Brandis.  The  Department,  of  which  the  superior  staflF 
was  re-organised  in  1891,  is  divided  into  an  Upper  Controlling 
Staff  (including  Conservators,  Deputy  and  Assistant  Conservators), 
a  Lower  Controlling  Staff  (providing  for  Extra-Assistant  and 
Extra-Deputy  Conservators),  a  Protective  Staff  (composed  of 
Bangers,  Foresters,  and  Guards),  and  an  Office  Staff.  The  Upper 
Controlling  Staff  numbers  at  present  183  officers,  of  whom  63  per 
cent,  have  received  a  scientific  training  in  forestry  and  were  ap- 
pointed in  England  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  Most  of 
these  officers  were  trained  in  France,  some  in  Germany  ;  but  since 
1885,  the  education  of  such  officers  has  taken  place  at  the  Royal 
Indian  Engineering  College,  near  Windsor.  The  forest  range  is 
the  unit  of  the  present  organisation,  and  the  men  intended  for  such 
charges,  as  well  as  those  intended  for  employment  in  Native  States 
or  by  wealthy  native  land-owners,  are  trained  in  the  Imperial  For- 
est School  at  Dehra  Dun  in  the  North- Western  Provinces.  Since 
the  establishment  of  the  School  in  1878,  166  Rangers  have  been 
thus  trained.  The  organisation  of  the  ControUingStaff  has  been, 
as  pointed  out  above,  completed  ;  that  of  the  Executive  Staff, 
which  must  ultimately  form  tne  mainstay  of  forest  adminstration  in 
India,  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  Government,  and  consid- 
erable additions  to  the  existing  numbers  of  Rangers,  Foresters,  and 
Guards  will  probably  be  made  in  almost  every  province. 
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The  protection  of  the  forests  in  which,  previously  to  the  crea^ 
tion  of  the  Forest  Department,  no  restrictions  of  any  kind  existed, 
was,  as  may  be  supposed,  a  matter  of  the  greatest  difficulty.  Boun- 
daries were  defind  where  no  boundaries  previously  existed,  or  at 
least  boundaries  which  had  never  formed  a  restriction  had,  under 
the  Forest  Law,  to  be  respected.  Previously,  anybody  might  go 
into  the  forest,  cut  down  in  a  most  valuable  portion  all  young  trees 
over  any  extent  of  forest  he  wished,  kill  the  mature  ones  and  make 
a  bonfire  of  the  whole,  sow  in  the  ashes,  reap  a  crop,  and  similarly 
destroy  another  area  next  year.  A  man  wanting  covering  leaves 
for  cigarettes  might  cut  down  a  tree  without  let  or  hindrance  ;  a 
cattle  owner  requiring  more  extensive  pastures,  might  fire  and 
re-fire  the  forest,  till  it  became  sufficiently  open  to  yield  a  dense 
grass  crop  ;  cattle  and  even  goats  might  graze  and  Drowse  in  the 
midst  of  forest  reproduction.     All  this  had  to  be  stopped. 

As  regards  general  protection,  the  laws,  being  new,  had  to  be 
worked  leniently.     This  has  been  done,  and  the  progress   reported 
from  time  to  time  is  satisfactory.     Where  forests   suffer,  especially 
under  excessive  grazing,  they  do  so  more  from  rights  granted  and 
privileges  permitted  during  the  time  of  settlement  than  from    sub- 
sequent breaches  of  forest  rules.      The  greatest  benefit   conferred 
Kes  in  the  stopping  of  the   above-described  method  of  cultivation, 
locally  known  as   kumri,  jhum  or  taungya^  in  the   Government  for- 
ests  of  almost  all  provinces.       This   step  affords,   in  the   Central 
Provinces  alone,  protection   to  at  least  5,000   square  miles,    which 
otherwise  would  have  been  rendered  bare  once  in  every   fifteen  to 
twenty  years.     In  the  protection   of  forests  from   fire  there    is  still 
much  to  be  learned  and  done,  and  in  almost  every  province    it  is 
necessary  to  depend  more  on  fire-tracing  and  fire-watching  than  on 
the  help  given  by  legislation.     The  law,  while  sufficiently  stringent 
for  reserve   and  even  for   protected  forests,  is   quite  inadequate    to 
protect  them  from  fires  spreading  into  them  from   adjacent  private 
forests   and    grazing   lands  and  from  open  forests  belonging  to  the 
Government,  thoiigti  the  Burma  Government  has  recently    shown 
that    most    valuable  results  may   be   attained  by   insisting    that 
the     conditions     of    the     law    in    regard   to   prairie   fires    shall 
be  respected   outside  the   forest  areas.      In   all    these   classes    of 
areas,   fires   intentionally   lighted    still   often  occur,    and    spread 
wherever    the    wind   may   carry  them.      This,    apart   from    the 
mere   protection    of  the  Government   forests,  is  probably   one    of 
the   most  important   questions   connected   Tvith  forestry,   and  con- 
sequently  with   agriculture,    in  India.        These   annual  fires    are 
the  main  reason   of  the   barren   condition   of  most  of  the  Indian 
hill  ranges,   and  are  closely   connnected  with  distress  and   famine. 
Many  prejudices  will  have  to  be  overcome  in  order  to  check  this 
evil,  and  it  will  take  the  full  power  of  Government  to  do  so. 

In  the  meantime  practical  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  external  fires  into  tne  more  valuable  Government 
forests.     During  1891-92,  24,000  square  miles  were  thus  protected 
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from  fire,  at  a  total  cost  of  Rs.  2,42,000,   and  the.  following   table 
gives  a  risumi  of  the  work  done: — 

EesuUs  of  fire-protection  in  the  forest  circles  administered 
hy  the  Forest  Department, 


!    Coer 

IH  P1B8 

Total  Ncmbbb  op  Aorw. 

1        PSR 

ClBCLBS. 
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553,770 

128,550 

805 

0-2 

1-2 

Lower     „ 

820,867 
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89.228 

45 

01 

01 

Berar       
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Total    .. 

17,914,929 

2,550,228 

15,864,706 

2.42,189 

2-6 

8-0 

*  These  figures  are  for  1890-91. 

By  fire-protection,  the  regalation  of  grazing,  and  the  general 
protection  of  the  forests,  ample  reproduction  is  ensured  as  a  rule, 
after  a  shorter  or  longer  perioa,  in  the  more  valuable  forests  of 
India,  though,  in  some  of  the  drier  regions,  areas  thoroughly 
desolated  and  with  unfavourable  soil  wiU  resist  improvment  for 
the  time  being. 

Most  Indian  forests  are  of  a  mixed  character,  containing  only 
one  or  a  few  valuable  species  which  repay  the  cost  of  working. 
Moreover,  all  age-classes  are  generally  represented  on  the  same 
area,  and  this  necessitates  working  by  selection  (Fr.  jardinage). 
It  is  self-evident  that  these  facts  make  the  problem  of  forestry — to 
secure  a  continuous  yield  proportionate  to  the  stock  on  the 
ground  without  causing  the  deterioration  of  the  forests — extremely, 
difficult.  In  previous  times  the  work  was  carried  on  haphazard, 
or  based  sometimes  only  on  an  exceedingly  rough  valuation  of  the 
growing  stock.  As  a  rule,  however,  the  demand  and  requirements 
for  forest-produce  were  the  only  considerations  by  which  the 
exploitation  was  governed,  and  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  poten- 
tial capabilities  of  the  forests.  Of  late,  however,  more  pretentious 
working-plans    have    been    made,    and    several    provinces  have 
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organised  a  division  or  staft  for  this  work  only.  The  working- 
plans  made  in  the  provinces  under  the  Government  of  India  are 
scrutinised  and  audited  by  the  Inspector-General  of  Forests  before 
they  are  passed  by  the  Local  Governments.  The  working-plans 
take  special  notice  of  all  measures  necessary  to  encourage  and, 
what  is  infinitely  more  difficult  in  a  mixed  forest,  to  guide  natural 
tree  reproduction  ;  and  they  prescribe  any  artificial  means — such 
as  girdling  of  inferior  trees,  dibbling  in  of  seed,  etc. — ^that  are 
required  to  assist  natural  regeneration  of  the  species  or  admixture 
desired.  The  forests  controlled  by  the  Deparbnent  are,  however, 
by  far  too  extensive,  and  markets  at  high  rate  are  not  at  present 
sufficientlv  general  and  secure  to  permit  of  the  extensive  use  of  the 
more  elaborate  methods  of  European  sylviculture.  In  special 
connection  with  the  preparation  of  working-plans,  the  Forest 
Survey  Branch  of  the  Imperial  Survey  Department  has  been 
formed. 

The  exploitation  of  timber,  at  least  of  the  more  valuable 
timber,  from  Government  forests,  is  carried  out  partly  through  the 
direct  agency  of  the  Department  and  partly  by  contractors.  Of 
minor  forest^produce,  the  most  important  at  present  are  grass, 
hirda  fruit  (Terminalia  Chehula)  bamboos,  cutch,  cardamoms, 
catechu,  and  lac  ;  but  there  are  many,  others  of  lesser  value. 

The  estimated  yield  in  timber  and  fuel,  in  cubic  feet  of  all 
Government  forests  was  as  follows  during  1891-92: — 


Timber. 

Fuel. 

TotaL 

Bengal 

N,.W.  P.  and  Oudh. 

Punjab 

Central  Provinces 

Burma  (Upper) 

Burma  (Lower) 

Assam 

Coorg 

Ajmere 

Baluchistan    .. 

Andamans 

Berar 

Madras 

Bombay 

eft. 

7,260,725 

4,204,645 

2,381,030 

1,756,433 

7.352,485 

11,773.094 

2,246,290 

398,844 

7.800 

6,122 

415,874 

621,454 

3,086,937 

6,842,524 

eft. 

21,495,028 

7,673,286 

28,968,083 

6,760,265 

1,506,598 

2,802,034 

2,608,988 

196,000 

191,098 

152,588 

1.150,636 

1,558,341 

13,987,173  ■ 

26,422,016 

c-ft. 

28.755,753 

11.877.930 

31.349,113 

8,516,698 

8,859,083 

14,575,128 

4,865,278 

594,844 

198,400 

158,710 

1,566,510 

2.179,795 

17,074.110 

33,264,540 

Total. 

48,363,759 

115,472,133 

168,825,892 
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The  following  table  exhibits  information  in  respect  of  the 
sea-borne  exports  of  forest-produce  from  India  to  foreign  coantries 
m  1891-92 :— 


Qnantity  in 

ton8of20owt 

in  the  case 

of  Teak, 

oubiotone 

yALUATIOlf  AT  PORT  OW 

Shipment 

Abtiolis. 
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Per  ton. 

CaoatchoQC        Tont 

SheU-bo            „ 

Sandal  Ebony  sad  other  ornamental 

Catch  and  Gambler     Tone 

MyrabohunB      

Teak        , 

Cardamoms       „ 

467 
6,614 
2 
(Information 
not  avail- 
able.) 
9,863 
39,640 
48,190 
124 

Ra. 

11,72,870 

60,67,924 

2,600 

8,41,988 

31,72,992 

39,36,902 

47,48.617 

8,18,967 

Ra. 

2,610 
1,100 
1,260 

322 

100 

99 

2,672 

Total  in  1891-92    ... 
1890-91     ... 

... 

2.02,62,100 
1,77,40,666 

... 

IncreaM  in  1891-92    ... 

... 

26,21,644 

... 

Arrangements  have  recently  been  made  for  the  dissemination 
of  information  on  these  and  other  important  Indian  forestr-products 
among  the  conmiercial  commmiity  and  other  persons  in  Enrope 
interested  in  the  trade.  Monographs  on  the  more  important  pro- 
ducts appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  pages  of  the  Indian  Forester^ 
and  are  subsequently  republished  in  the  series  of  penny  hand- 
books issued  by  the  Imperial  Institute  in  London. 

The  financial  results  of  Forest  Administration  in  India  have 
been  as  follows  : — 


QuraQUBKNIAL  PKRIODS. 

Reyenue. 

Expenditure. 

Snrplna. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

1864.66  to  1868-69  (annnal  average) 

37.38.189 

23,81,732 

13,56.457 

186970  to  1873-74         Ditto 

66,25.693 

39.89,632 

16.36.061 

1874-75  to  1878-79         Ditto 

66.66.913 

46,76,372 

20,79.541 

1879-80  tc  1883-84         Ditto 

87,84,514 

56.07,662 

31,76,862 

1884-85  to  1888-89         Ditto 

1,16.68.148 

74,26,966 

42,41,192 

1889-90 

1,53,03,572 

80,12.618 

72.91,064 

189091 

1,49.67,136 

80,63.125 

69,04,010 

1891-92 

1,63,63,706 

86,23,862 

67,39,864 

(  Extract  from  the  Hand-book  of  exhibita  of  the  Indian  Foreat  Department, 
at  the  Chicago  Exhibition,  1893.) 
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Report  on  the  Botanical  and  y^fforestation  Department, 
.    Hongkong,  for  1892. 

This  Report  is  short,  but  shows  that  there  was  a  j^reat  deal  of 
planting  work  going  on  as  asnal  daring  1892,  for  295i  ^cres  were 

{Wanted  up,  356,653  trees  being  used,  chiefly  ^  Pinus  sinensis'. 
t  is,  however,  fair  to  note  that  only  about  one  half  of  these  were 
transplants,  the  rest  being  sowings  *  in  situ  \  The  revenue  from 
thinnings,  etc.,   was  601  dollars-^the  expenditure  is  hot  given. 

As  usual,  fire  was  the  great  difficulty  of  the  year,  for  there 
were  63  fires,  which  destroyed  2,000  trees.  A  system  of  registering 
graves  was  set  on  foot  so  that  when  John  Chinaman  performs  his 
usual  ceremonies  at  the  graves  of  his  ancestors  and  fires  the  forests, 
the  forest  officers  may  be  able  to  lay  their  hands  on  the  right  person. 
The  '  Pimis  sinensis '  seems  very  easy  to  grow, — ^perhaps  it 
might  be  found  to  thrive  in  Southern  India,  near  the  sea,  and  we 
recommend  its  being  tried,  at  any  rate  on  the  hills.  It  is  a  pity 
that  the  reports  tell  us  so  little  of  the  system  of  work  and  about 
the  treatment  of  the  forests. 


Forest  Administration  in  Jodbpur,  1891-92. 

The  report  on  forest  administration  in  the  Jodhpur  State  for 
the  financial  year  1891-92,  was  written  on  the  13tn  December, 
1892,  and  reviewed  by  the  Musahib  Ala,  Marwar,  on  the  1st 
October  of  the  same  year  I  Since  the  initiation  of  Forest  Conser- 
vancy in  Jodhpur,  Colonel  Loch,  Assistant  Resident,  has  had  charge 
of  all  forest  matters,  with  Lala  Daulat  Ram  Bhimbhat  as  Superin- 
tendent, but  during  the  year  under  review  the  Department  changed 
hands  and  was  placed  directly  under  the  orders  of  the  Prime 
Minister  Maharaja  Dhiraj.  Col.  Sir  Pratap  Singh,  K.C.S.I.,  A 
well  deserved  tribute  of  praise  is  given  to  Col.  Loch  for  his  able 
supervision  during  these  four  years. 

The  area  of  the  Jodhpur  forests  is  ], 91,000  acres,  or  about 
298  square  miles  ;  and  the  whole  is  under  fire  protection,  though 
some  two  square  miles  were  burnt  during  the  year.  The  causes 
of  these   fires  is  thus  stated  : — 

"  Most  of  these  fires  were  caused  by  people  cutting  grass  and 
*  removing  dry  wood  from  the  forests.  The  Minas  and  Bhils 
'  are  so  much    addicted   to    smoking,  that   they  can  hardly  work 


Digitized  by 


Google 


F0RB8T  ADMINttTRATION   IN   JODBFUB,    1891-92.  269 

'  without  smoking  after  every  Quarter  of  an  hour.     They   make  fire 

*  from  flint  and  have  tobacco  and  a  "chilam  "  always  on  their  person. 

^  In  the  Siwari  forest  fire  came  from  Odeypore  territory  and 

*  burnt  an  area  of  about  34  acres.  No  fire  took  place  in  Sojat 
'  Bange  during  the  year,  which  is  attributed  to  the  scarcity  of  the 

*  rainrall  and  aosence  of  grass  and   other  inflammable   materials 

*  from  the  forests.  Moreover  these  forests  are  better  protected 
'  owing  to  good  management  in  the  adjoining  Government   forest 

'  Nearly  all  of  the  Odeypore  forests  were  burning  during  the 
'  dry  season  and  it  was  very  hard  work  for  the  establishment  to 
'prevent  those  fires  crossing  into  our  forests. 

'  A  very  objectionable  practice  is  in  vogue  among  the  Dak 

*  runners  running  from  Bijapore  to  Odeypore  territory.  They 
'  have  to  run  through  the  best  part  of  the  Behra  Reserve  during  the 
'  night  and  instead  of  burning  a  lantern  or  other  convenient  sort 

*  of  thing,  carry  dry  Dhow  wood  torches  in  their  hands.     Tbey  do 

*  not  apply  rags  or  oil  as  is  usually  done  with  the  torches  but  only 
'  beat  into  a  brush  one  end  of  the  Dhow  stick  and  burn  it  dry.    As 

*  they  run  against  the  wind,  the  sparks  and  hot  cinders  are 
'  scattered  in  all  directions  causing  fire  to  a  large  anBa.  The 
'  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Deputy  Post  Master- 
'  General,  Rajputana,  and  he  promised  to  put  matters  right,  but 
'  nothing  has  been  done  up  to  this." 

The  best  plan  in  the  Behra  reserve  would  be  to  clear  broad 
fire  lines  on  either  side  of  the  road  along  which  the  dak  runners  pass. 

The  cost  of  fire  conservancy  in  Jodhpur  is  0'06  pies  per  acre, 
a  wonderfully  low  figure.  A  long  fire  line  was  cleared  oetween 
Marwar  and  Meywar  and  Merwara  over  100  miles  ;  and  no  charge 
for  this  appears  in  the  accounts.  The  only  cost  is  that  of  fire- 
watchers — nothing  is  charged  for  clearing  and  burning  lines. 
Perhaps,  as  in  Ajmere,  the  grass  is  so  valuiu)le  that  people  gladly 
remove  the  grass  free,  and  assist  in  burning  whatever  remains 
without  payment — this  shews  how  impossible  it  is  to  compare  the 
results  of  fire  conservancy  in  the  various  provinces,  or  to  give 
them  a  figure  of  merit. 

Owing  to  the  famine,  consequent  on  a  scanty  rainfall  during 
two  or  three  years  which  culminated  in  1891  a  very  dry  year,  all 
the  forests  were  thrown  open  to  grazing  of  cows  and  buffaloes, 
and  the  Uves  of  several  thousand  cattle  were  saved. 

Natural  reproduction  is  said  to  be  a  failure,  as  the  seedlings 
which  spring  up  during  the  monsoon  are  subsequently  killed  by 
drought,  moreover  the  sheep  and  goats  of  the  Grassias  in  several 
forests,  destroy  whatever  seedlings  are  left.     ''  ^^^7  ^^  ^^^  mind 

*  the  authority  of  the  Raj,  nor  do  they  abide  by  the  Forest  Rules;" 
but  it  appears  difficult  to  eject  them.     Are  they  criminal  tribes  ? 

Fodder  grass  is  cut  and  pressed  into  bales  for  use  in  the  State 
stables,  and  tor  the  Imperial  Service  troops,  but  in  1891  they 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  supplying  their  wants,  and  had  to 
import  grass  from  Ahmedabad  and  Alwar. 
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Two  of  the  range  officers  were  trained  at  the  Dehra  Forest 
School,  and  a  third  has  since  passed  successfnlly  through ; 
tiie  Superintendent  himself  received  the  Ranger's  certificate  of  the 
School— in  1882. 

The  financial  results  show  a  surplus  of  Rs.  14,779,  which  is 
an  increase  on  that  of  the  previous  year,  chiefly  owing  to  excep- 
tional sales  of  grass. 

A.  S. 


forest  Admiijistratioi)  Reports  for  1891-92   for  the 

N.  W.  Provinces  &  Oudh,  Coorg  and  the 

forest  Surveys 

There  is  not  much  for  us  to  say  about  the  Reports  for  the 
iJorth-Western  Provinces  and  Oudh.  There  is  a  not«  of  dis- 
satisfaction pevading  those  of  all  three  circles  ;  insufficient  staff, 
frequent  transfers,  working  plans  not  carried  out,  demarcation  not 
properly  done,  excessive  privileges  and  consequent  deterioration 
of  the  forests,  over-grazing  and  deliberate  incendiarism  are  some 
of  the  features  of  these  reports  which  make  it  reasonable  to  think 
that  the  forest  arrangements  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  they  should 
be,  though  from  the  remarks  made  by  Conservators,  it  would  not 
seem  that  there  is  any  want  of  proper  agreement  between  them  and 
the  Revenue  officers.  Probably,  the  facts  are  that  old  arrangements 
of  a  period  before  recent  developments  of  policy  came  in  have  be- 
come crystallized,  and  that- the  greater  accuracy  in  settlement  work, 
working  plans  and  other  important  matters  which  is  now  insisted 
on  (and  rightly  so)  by  the  Government  of  India,  is  difficult  to 
introduce  in  a  province,  where  so  much  of  the  progress  made  has 
depended  on  the  necessity  for  great  caution  in  developing  a  depart- 
ment which  is  unpopular  wiw  the  people  and  often  misunder- 
stood by  officials.  The  most  important  part  of  the  Review  by  the 
Government  is  para.  4,  which  we  reprod!uce. 

•*  In  paragraph  3  of  their  letter  No.  138  F.,  dated  5th 
'  February  1892,  the  Government  of  India  asked  that  in  future 
'  the  reports  should  contain  full  information  regarding  all  forest 
'  and  pasture  lands  still  at  the  disposal  of  the  State,  but  not  yet 
'  brought  under  the  provisions  of  the  Forest  Act,  The  Conservator 
*  of  the  School  Circle  reports  that  he  has,  as  yet,  been  unable  to 
'  collect  the  necessary  information  for  his  Circle,  but  promises 
'  that  the  subject  shall  receive  his  attention  during  the  present  year. 
« In  the  Central  Circle  there  are  approximately  3,428  square  miles 
'  of  forests,  the  property  of  the  State,  not  under  the  charge  of  the 
'  Forest  Department.  It  is  not  at  present  deemed  necessary  or 
« advisable  to  formally  reserve  these  forests,  which  are  spread  over 
«  more  or  less  inaccessible  hills.  It  has  however  been  brought  to 
« the  notice  of  Government    that    the  forests  have  in   some  cases 
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'suffered  considerably  from  khil  cultivation,   and  in  the  interests 

*  of  the  villagers  it  has  been  decided  to  bring  portions  of  those 
'forests,  where  the  results  of  the  fluctuating  cultivation  have  been 
*most  serious,  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter   IV  of  the  Forest 

*  Aci  The  rules  which  it  will  then  be  possible  to  introduce  will, 
'  it  is  trusted,  suffice  to  prevent  the  aestruction  of  the  forests 
'  actually  concerned,  and  the  action  taken  will  serve  as  a  warning 
'  to  the  villages  in  the  rest  of  the  Division,  and  make  the  people 
'  more  amenable  to  the  instructions  of  the  District  Magistrate. 
'  The  Commissioner  of  Kumaun  has  still  under  consideration  the 
'  Kst  of  pattis  in  which  action  is  most  urgently  required.    The  Con- 

*  servator  of  the  Oudh  Circle   reports  that  in   the   Lucknow  and 

*  Fyzabad  Civil  Divisions  there  are  16  square  miles  of  forests,  the 
'  property  of  the  State,  managed  by  District  Officers.  He  suggests 
'  that  these  areas  should  be  reserved,  but  be  left  under  the  manage- 

*  ment  of  the  district  authorities.     This  question  will  be  considered 

*  when  the  report  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  is  received  on  the 
'  questions  raised  in  the  Circular  of  the  Government  of  India,  No. 
'  17F.-.105,   dated  15th  July  1891,  with   regard   to  the  classifica- 

*  tion  of  waste  lands  into  forests,    fuel    and  fodder    reserves   and 

*  pasture  lands.  It  will  then  also  be  possible  to  give  full  informa- 
'  tion  as  to  the  waste  lands  still  at  the  disposal  of  the  State,  and 
'  to  arrive  at  a  decision  as  to  their  future  treatment." 

There  can  hardly  be,  in  the  North- Western  Provinces  and 
Oudh,  much  waste  land  the  property  of  Government,  except  in 
the  Hills  and  the  plains  district^)  which  adjoin  them  ;  but  it  seems 
to  us  that  what  there  is  ought  to  be  made  into  permanent  estate  as 
was  recommended  by  the  Government  of  India,  rather  than  that 
it  should  be  treated  in  half  measures  under  what  is,  by  most 
people,  admitted  to  be  an  unsatisfactory  Chapter  of  the  Act,  that 
relating  to  Protected  Forests. 

The  point  of  greatest  interest  for  our  readers  in  the  report  of 
the  Central  Circle,  are  those  of  (1)  the  natural  reproduction  of  chir 
in  forests  open  to  grazing  and  (2)  the  experiments  made  in  the 
quantities  of  the  yield  of  '  Katha.'  On  the  former  subject  it  is 
said  : — 

'^  Mr.  Hobart-Hampden  advances  the  opinion  that  the  con- 
'  tinual  restriction  of  grazing  in  the  chir  forests  is  not  a  sine  arid 
'  non  for  effectual  natural  reproduction,  and  would  merely  close 
'  such  areas  as  are  in  the  first  stages  of  natural  regeneration.  This 
'  may  no  doubt  be  accepted  where  the  system  of  regular  regenera- 
'  tion  fellings  is  in  vogue  ;  but  where  selection  fellings  are  the  rule, 
'  as  at  present,  the    forests   are     more  or    less   always  undergoing 

*  regeneration  and  in  all  stages.  He  would,  however,  establish 
'  a  systeii)  of    age    classes  by    the  French  "  Mode  des  eclaircies^^^ 

*  but  the  gist  of  his  remarks  lies  in  the  advocacy  of  grazing 
'after  the  young  growth  .is  sufficiently  advanced  to  be  out  of 
'  danger,  as  a  preventive,  or  at  least  a  check  on  the  severity  of  fires, 

*  and  in  this  regard  the  remarks  are  worthy  of  attention." 
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Our  own  experience  points  ver  j  mnch  to  the  same  conclnsion  : 
up  to  a  certain  limit,  grazing  may  be  beneficial  in  forests  of  the  long 
leaved  pine,  both  as  allowing  tue  seeds  to  reach  the  ground  more 
easily  and  as  diminishing  the  risk  of  fire  which  is  absolutely  in- 
compatible with  proper  growth  and  proper  reproduction.  It  is 
somewhat  strange  to  find  forest  officers  advocating  ^careful  firing  ' 
under  any  conditions  but  this  may  be  seen  in  the  fire  report  of 
the  School  Circle,  where  however  it  may  also  be  noted  that  the 
Conservator  does  not  agree  and  apparently  holds  more  nearly  the 
same  opinions  as  Mr.  Mobart-Hampden. 

The  '  Katha '  experiments  are  thus  described  : — 
**  Experiments  were  carried    out    in  the   Kumaun   Division 
'  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  girth  at  which  the  khair  tree  gives 
'  the  greatest  yield  of  katha.    An  area  of  64   acres  in   Guliwani 

*  was  Tolled,  and  the  following  statement   gives  the  results,  wnich 

*  go  to  show  that  the  suwUer  the  girth  the  greater  the  yield,  and 
'  point  to  oonpice  at  a  young  age  as  the  most  profitable  method  of 
'  obtaining  tae  raw  material : — 


Girth  In  feet. 

No.  oftreei 
feUed. 

Cabic  feet  solid  of 

inolading  Dark  & 
iapwood. 

Yield   of 

katha. 

Yield  per  onbio 
foot. 

li  to2 

2  to  2i 
2ito  3 

3  to  4) 

160 

150 

105 

73 

."toe 

478 
464 
425 

Mds.  Seers. 

4  26 
6    10 
6      3 

5  8 

Seers. 

OfW 
0-62 
0-52 
0-49 

"  Bark  and  sapwood  not,  however,  being  ufcilizablc  in  the 
'  manufacture  of  katha,  the  differenee   in   the  yield   in   favour    of 

*  smaller  trees  is  actually  greater  than  that  shown  in  the  statenient. 
'  This  result,  which  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  present  idea  that 
'  trees  under  three  feet  in  girth  are  unfifc  for   katha,   cannot,  how- 

•  ever,  by  anv  means  be  accepted  as  conclusive,  and  further  experi- 
'ments  might    well    be    undertaken,    including    experiments    to 

*  ascertain  the  yield  of  coppice  shoots." 

We  shall  be  interested  to  hear  the  result  of  the  coppicing  of 

•  Khair,'  a  tree  whose  reproduction  presents  so  many  points  of 
difficulty.  So  far  as  we  have  seen,  in  our  own  experience,  khair 
coppices,  if  at  all,  only  very  badly  on  the  river-bed  lands  where  it 
is  usually  found  in  the  Sub-Himalayan  Forests. 

In  the  Oudh  Circle  Report,  the  most  noteworthy  matters  are, 
as  usual,  related  to  the  grazing  question.  On  tUs  Mr.  Eardley- 
Wilmot  says  : — 

"  The  percentage  of  divisional  areas  closed  to  grazing  is  too 
'  small,  and  there  is  apparently   no   reason  why,  except  in  times 
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'  of  scarcity,  grazing  should  be  permitted  to   any  cattle  but  those 

*  the  bond  fide  property  of  the    tenantry  who    are   resident  within 

*  such  distance  as    renders    the    daily  journey  to  and    from    the 

*  forest  possible.     If  this  ruling  were  strictly  enforced,  the  area  of 

*  the  grass  lands  outside  the  tree  forest  would  in    many    places   be 

*  ample  to  supply  grazing  to   these   herds  and  tree  growth   would 

*  have  some  chance  of  improvement.     It  was  never   intended  that 

*  the  State  forests  should  oe  grazed   over  by  large  herds   of  cattle 

*  which  are  brought  from  long  distances  and   settle  within  or  in  the 

*  vicinity  of  the  forests  ;  nor  have  the  privileged  villagers  the 
'  right  to  collect  their   cattle  at  convenient  centres  from  whence 

*  to  graze  over  the  forest  at  their  pleasure.     The   department  is  to 

*  blame  in  having  permitted  the  settlement  of  outsiders  in  forests 

*  already  fully  burdened  with   privileged    grazing   and  also  in  not 

*  insisting  on  the  privileges  being  administered  in  the  spirit  they 
'  were  granted,  which  b  on  the  assumption  that  a  grazing  ground 
'  is  of  no  value  if  beyond  a  distance  of  three  miles.  The  matter 
'  can  readily  be  adjusted  by  defining  the  forest  blocks  in  which 
'  privileges  can  be  enjoyed,  a  detail  which  should  not  have  been 
'  omitted  from  the  original  notification.     This   question  and  that 

*  of  extending  the  area  under  tree  growth  which  may  be  closed  to 
'  grazing  vrill  be  referred  to  the  District  Officers,  one  of  whom, 
'flie  Deputy   Commissioner   of  Bahraich,    endorses    the   annual 

*  report  of  his  District  Forest  Officer  with  the  remark  that   "  more 

*  forest  sbould  be  closed  to  grazing." 

And  a  few  paragraphs  later  he  describes  the  result  of  pro- 
tection in  the  following  words  : —  - 

"  Divisional  Officers  agree  in  the  excellent  natural  reproduc- 
'  tion  present  in  protected  areas  and  its  hopelessness  in  areas  open 
'  to  fire  and  grazing.  The  writer  of  this  report  visited  the  Oudh 
'  forests  this  season  after  an  absence  of  nearly    12  years   and  can 

*  testify  to  the  excellence  of  reproduction  and  growth  in  those 
'  forests  which  have  been  rationally  treated.     Areas  which  in  1888 

*  were  open  to  grazing  and  stocked  with  stagheaded  or  unhealthy 
'  trees  springing  from  a  bare  and  hard  soil,  are  now  covered  with 
'  luxuriant  undergrowth  of  sal  and  other  species,  the  timely  excln- 
'  sion  of  cattle  having  saved  such  forests  to  the  Stite  ;  just  as 
'  the  continuance  of  unlimited  grazing  in  other  forests  has  resulted 
'  in  further  deterioration  and  must  end  in  their  ultimate  destruc- 
'  tion.' 

The  financial  results  of  work  in  these  Provinces  were  for  the 
year. 

Rs. 
Revenue  17,31,513. 

Expenditure  9,55,200. 


Surplus  7,76,293. 
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The  outturn  of  timber  was  4,2Q5,000  oubic  feet,  and  that  of 
fuel  7,673,000  cubic  feet. 

The  Report  is  accompanied  by  an  excellent  and  useful  map  of 
the  forests  of  the  Central  Circle. 

We  have  read  the  Coarg  Report  with  some  sadness.  It  was 
the  late  Mr.  Foster's  first  report  and  abundantly  shews  his  great 
interest  in  the  province  and  its  forests  and  the  loss  which  the  De- 
partment has  sustained  in  his  sad  death  at  Cannanore. 

We  should  have  liked  to  know  what  the  reasons  were  which 
led  the  Chief  Commissioner  to  decide  that  the  Coorg  forests  were 
not  legally  '  Reserved  forests '  under  the  Act  and  whether  in 
order  to  introduce  a  forest  settlement  under  Chapter  II,  the  old 
notifications  had  to  be  cancelled  and  new  ones  issued.  However, 
it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  the  new  settlement  is  a  great  advantage 
and  that  it  is  being  speedily  carried  out.  In  the  work  of  the  year 
only  one  claim  remained  unsettled,  a  ^  right  of  way/  but  for  some 
strange  reason  or  other  our  Indian  Act  has  no  provision  for  settling 
claims  to  *  right  of  way  1'  We  do  not  quite  understand  the 
system  of  demarcation  by  means  of  *  pits  in  pairs  '  and  wish  some 
Coorg  officer  would  enlighten  us.  We  badly  want  a  general 
account  of  the  various  systems  of  demarcation  practised  in  !uidia. 

Mr.  Foster's  account  of  fire-protection  will,  we  think,  be  read 
with  interest.     He  says  : 

*'  Before  giving  a  detailed  accoimt  of  the  fires  which  have 
'  taken  place  during  the  past  season,  I  will  describe  the  system  of 
^  fire  protection  which  has  been  in  force  in  Coorg  up  to  and  includ- 

*  ing  1892.     No  "  fire  lines,"  as  so  understood  in  the  Central  Prov- 

*  inces,  were  ever  made.    In  the  case  of  exterior  fire  lines  one,  and 

*  in   that  of  interior,  two,  "  check  "  lines,  a  few  feet  broad,  were 

*  roughly  cleared.    The  forest  in  between  check  lines  or  between 

*  it  and  the  boundary  was  not  touched.      Fire  was  then  applied  to 

*  the  intervening  growth  and  what  wood,  grass  or  bamboos  were 

*  combustible  were  burnt. 

'  The  drawbacks  to  this  system  are  many.      In  the  first  place 

*  owing  to  the  standing  vegetation  being  green,   mach  of  it  fiuls  to 

*  bum.  Then,  as  the  trees  and  bamboos  are  still  standing  on  the 
^  so   called  fire   line,  it  is  very   soon  again  covered  with  a  dense 

*  carpet  of  leaves  and  for  the   purposes  of  isolation   of  the  forest 

*  from  outside  fires,  is  absolutely  valueless.  As  the  "  line  "  is 
'  covered  with  trees,  bushes  and  bamboo  clumps,  it  is  impossible  to 

*  stoeep  these  leaves  oflF.  They,  therefore,  have  to  be  burnt,  and  as 
'  the  leaf-fall  continues  all  though  the  year,  this  burning  has  to  be 
'  repeated  especially  as  much  of  the  grass,  &c.,  fails  to  ignite  in  the 

*  first  burning  as  already  stated.      Thus,  firing  the  lines  in  the  dry 

*  season,  when  everything  round   is  like  tinder  and  high  winds  are 

*  blowing,  lays  the  forests  open  to  a  very  great  danger,  and  these 
^  fires  are  all  the  more   liable  to  get  out  of  hand  and  spread  into 

*  the  forest  inasmuch  as,  owing  to  the  presence  of  bamboos  and 

*  brush  wood   on   the  lines,   it  is   impossible  to  move  about  and 
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^  control  the  fire.     Thus  many  fires  are  caused  by  this  line-burning 

*  getting  out  of  hand. 

'  In  the  Central  Provinces,  the  fire  line  is  always  cleared  of  all 

*  trees,  bamboos  and  brush  wood.  There  are  two  ways  of  dispos- 
'  ing  of  the  grass. — ^Either  two  check  lines  are  cut  one  on  each 
'edge  of  the  nre  line,  the  grass  thus  cut  thrown  into  middle  of  the 

*  line,  and  then  the  standing  grass  burnt — or  the  grasss  is  cut 
'  over  the  whole  breadth  of  the  line  and  spread  out.     This  latter  is 

*  the  better,  through  perhaps  the  more  expensive  way, — as   the  cut 

*  grass  dries  quickly  and  is  combustible,  while  as  yet  the  surround- 

*  ing  forest  is  green — but  under  either  system  the  first  principle 
'  is  to  have  the  fire  line  clear  of  all  tree,  bush  or  bamboo  growth. 

*  I  am  now  gradually  clearing  the  fire  lines.       I  tried  to   get 

*  them  ready  before  the  season  of  1892,  but  was  unable  to  do  any- 

*  thing  more  than  a  little ;  owing  partly  to   want  of  labour  and 

*  partly,  I   am   sorry   to   say,   to  obstruction   on  the  part  of  my 

*  subordinates,   but  work   is  going  on  now  and  I  hope  when  the 

*  time  comes  to  bum  the  fire  lines  next  season  they  will  be  in  a 
'  proper  condition." 

The  Government  of  India,  we  are  glad  to  see,  support  the 
Deputy  Conservator  in  his  endeavours  to  improve  the  fire-protection 
work  and  agree  with  him  that  until  it  is  more  satisfactory,  it  will 
not  be  politic  to  relax  the  rules  prohibiting  grazing  during  the  hot 
season,  proposing  also  that  where  incendiarism  is  rife,  some  really 
deterrent  punishment  such  as  the  withdrawal  of  Rights  and  Privi<- 
ledges  should  be  applied.  We  can  only  regret  that  it  can  no 
longer  rest  with  Mr.  Foster  to  carry  out  the  improvements  he  has 
80  aUy  started. 

The  accounts  of  natural  reproduction  in  Coorg  are  as  depres- 
sing as  those  of  fire-protection,  the  failure  of  the  Tatter  being  the 
chief  cause  of  that  of  the  former.  In  regard  to  artificial  reproduc- 
tion, some  interesting  notes  are  given.  Saudal  sown  in  pits  was 
not  successful  and  apparently  it  has  been  found  that,  as  our  own 
experience  bids  as  agree,  sowing  in  the  forest  among  bushes  is  more 
likely  to  succeed. 

Financially,  the  results  of  the  year  were  good  : — 

Rs. 
Revenue  1,82,897 

Jixpenditnre  86,860 

Surplus  96,037 

The  chief  feature  of  the  Report  of  the  Forest  Survey  Branch 
for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1892  is  the  series  of  excel- 
lent sketch  maps  shewing  the  progress  of  work  in  the  various  and 
very  scattered  localities  where  surveys  are  going  on  under  Mr. 
Reynolds'  exceUent  supervision.  Bashahr  in  tne  Punjab  ;  Raipur, 
Bhandaia  and  Jabalpur  in  the  Central  Provinces  ;  Goalpara  in 
Assam;  and  Tenasserim  in  Burma,  are  the  areas  in  which  work  was 
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in  progress  and  in   all  of  them   it  has  been  satisfactory,  cheap  and 
creditable.     The  Surveyor  General  summarises  the  work  done  as 

Topographical  survey  1,586  square  miles 

Area  triangulated  2,357      „         „ 

The  cost  of  the  work  done  came  to  Rs.  53.4,  Rs.  46.9,  Us- 
42.3  and  Rs.  86  respectively  per  square  mile  of  4-inch  work  in 
Bashahr,  Central  Provinces,  Assam  and  Burma  respectively;  while 
the  1-inch  work  in  Bashahr  came  to  Rs.  13.7.  The  total  expendi- 
ture of  the  Department  came  to  Rs.  1,24,649. 


•v^.-SMgucAB  -A^irr)  a?ja-A.T7^3j- 


Chakla    Drogmula. 

Perhaps  the  most  picturesque  part  of  the  Kashmir  plain  is 
the  valley  of  the  Lolab  or  Pohru  River;  the  former  name  appretain- 
ing  only  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  Immediately  below  the 
outlet  of  the  Lolab  valley,  the  tract  of  land  on  this  river  is 
called  the  Drogmula  Chukla  ;  the  principal  villages  on  the  left 
bank  being  Drogmula  itself  and  Kandi,  a  few  miles  lower  down, 
some  three  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  the  river  bank.  Of  all  the 
pretty  places  in  this  beautiful  country, probably  none  surpass  and 
few  equal  those  to  found  at  and  around  Kandi.  The  country 
between  the  village  and  the  river  is  gently  undulating  like 
many  parts  of  Devonshire  ;  here,  a  stretch  of  verdant  grass,  there  a 
ploughed  field  ;  while  insLerspersed  are  small  ravines  containing 
thickets  of  fruit  trees  of  all  kinds  sucli  as  pear,  plum,  apple,  quince, 
cherry,  hawthorn,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  now  (May)  in  lull  bloom 
presenting  a  glorious  spectacle  of  hundreds  of  trees  laden  with 
snowy  blossoms.  When  the  fruit  is  ripe,  the  bears  come  from  the 
range  above,  and,  in  consequence,  all  these  trees  are  protected  and 
the  place  is  called  a  state  shikargah.  This  plain,  so  to  call  it,  ends 
almost  abruptly  at  the  foot  of  the  range  which  divides  the  Lolab 
from  this  valley.  The  elevation  of  Kandi  is  somewhere  near  5,50O 
feet,  while  the  range  rises  to  more  than  3,000  feet  above  this.  It 
takes  a  wide  circular  sweep  from  Drogmula,  enclosing  the  Kandi 
landis,  then  a  point  juts  out  into  the  plain  ;  again  another  backward 
sweep  round  the  village  to  Turds  till  it  finally  abuts  on  the  river 
some  3  miles  further  down  at  a  place  called  Natanusa.  In  a 
recess  of  the  first  or  Kandi  curve,  at  the  very  foot  of  the  range,  is 
a  most  beautiful  nook  in  which  is  a  famous  spring  known  as 
Ladhu  Gunga  and  here    dwell    a    number  of  Ladhus  ;  here   also 
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come  manj  otiiers  from  afar  to  drink  the  sacred  water.  The 
pool  itself  is  quite  a  small  one,  having  stone  walls  on  all  four 
sides.  Ferns,  grasses  and  flowers  grow  in  the  interstices  of  the 
stones,  while  all  around  are  pretty  bushes  of  Parrotia,  hawthorn, 
wild  rose,  yellow  jessamine,  etc.,  and  a  little  above,  on  a  gently 
sloping  bank,  stands  a  magnificent  deodar,  towering  up  to 
perhaps  150  feet  above  the  ground  ;  between  the  bushes  is  a 
lovely  green  sward  covered  with  wild  strawberry  and  other 
flowers,  the  whole  forming  a  peaceful  scene  of  rural  beauty  that 
could  hardly  be  surpassed  in  any  country  in  the  world.  At  about 
half  a  mile  from  this  spring,  is  another  of  smaller  size,  known  as 
Narin  Nag  ;  this  also  is  protected  by  a  stone  wall  on  all  sides,  the 
stones  carefully  cut  and  laid  and  of  large  size.  This  spring  is 
surrounded  by  huge  poplars,  a  very  fine  chinar,  and  a  number  of  fruit 
trees,  among  which  is  a  copse  of  white-heart  cherry  trees,  perhaps 
fifty  in  number  ;  in  Kashmir  these  are  called  giUU  and  are  much 
prized,  the  fruit  is  of  excellent  flavour  but  hardly  as  large  as  the 
English  cherry.  It  is  my  good  fortune  to  be  now  encamped  close 
to  the  Ladhu  Ganga  while  engaged  in  the  work  of  demarcating 
the  forests  in  this  Ohakla.  I  usually  start  early  in  the  morning  and 
work  my  way  along  the  edge  of  the  forest,  putting  up  marks 
which  are  replaced  during  the  dav  by  posts,  supported  by  dry 
stone  pillars.  The  work  ^oes  on  till  breakfast  time,  when  usually 
my  wife  and  daughter  brmg  breakfast  to  some  point  agreed  on, 
where  I  join  them  ;  we  generally  choose  a  spring  or  the  bank  of 
a  pretty  rivulet  and  many  a  pleasant  hour  have  we  spent  thus.  The 
little  one  is  allowed,  to  her  groat  delight,  to  paddle  in  the  stream  as 
she  calls  it  ;  and  many  are  the  curious  things  she  finds  in  the 
water.  A  few  leeches,  same  beasts  exactly  like  shrimps  of  small 
size,  curious  cricket-like  insects  and  others  come  waddling  out 
from  under  the  stones  as  she  turns  them  over.  After  an  hour  or  so, 
we  return  to  the  tents  for  the  day,  till  the  heat  is  past,  for  it  can  be 
very  warm  on  a  bright  day.  In  the  afternoon,  if  we  do  not  play 
Badminton,  for  which  we  carry  the  implements  with  us,  we  saunter 
out  into  the  forest  and  hunt  for  morels,  known  here  as  ''guchi" 
or  "kanguchi  ;  "  these  are  very  plentiful  just  now  and  we  eat 
them  in  all  sorts  of  ways,  as  an  adjunct  to  meat  and  also  in  the 
shape  of  "  toasts  "  and  very  good  they  are  ;  there  are  two  kinds, 
one  of  which  has  the  head  attached  to  the  stalk  and  the  other  in 
which  it  is  free,  as  in  a  mushroom,  and  shaped  like  a  closed  um- 
brella. One  day  I  found  Ophioglossum  vulgatum  and  on  asking 
a  Kashmiri  if  he  had  any  name  for  it,  he  at  once  said  chouchru, 
adding  that  it  was  excellent  eating  boiled  like  a  sag.  Now,  I 
always  try  new  things  that  are  found  in  the  wilds,  for  they  often 
stand  one  in  good  stead  ;  and  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  incident 
that  once  occurred  to  me.     I  was  at  a    Mess    in    the    hills    and 
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snorted  and  one  said  he  never  partook  of  native  vegetables,  a  true 
British  conservative  he  I     Their  Colonel,  however,  like  myself,  was 
in  the  habit  of  trying  new  things,  so  he  and  I  concocted  a  mild  sell 
for  the  youngsters.     I  left  the   place  next  day   and  shortly   after 
happened  to  visit  a  forest  near,  where  I  was  able    to    get  a   good 
basketful  of  the  yonng  curled  heads   of  the  fern  ;  I  sent  a  man  off 
post  haste  to  the  Colonel  and  awaited  results.  The  sell  was  a  complete 
one,  the  fern  was  prepared  like  spinach  and  all  the  young   fellows 
ate   it  with  gusto,   some  noticing  nothing,  others  ooserving   th^y 
had  no  ilea  spinach   was  to  be  had  so  early  ;   so  much   for   never 
tasting  native  vegetables.     Some  of  the   chouchru   were  cooked  for 
us  by  the  servant  of  one    of  my  oflScers  and  we  found   them   very 
good  eating,   so  we  turned  to   collecting   ourselves.      At   first  we 
could  find  few  leaves,  but  now  they  are  verj'  abundant;  our  ordinary 
haul   is  1^  lbs.  in  an   hour  ;   it  grows    largest   in    the    shade  of 
bushes  or  tufts  of  grass  and  some  specimens  were  13  inches  long, 
without  the  roots  which  are  very  deep  down.     I   have   found  this 
fern  in  Chamba,  but  only  a  few  plants  here'  and  there,  but   in  this 
place  they  are  in  thousands  everywhere.  One  day,  while  gathering 
them,  I  suddenly  came  upon  what  I   have  been  seeking   for  years, 
a  Botrt/chium,  which  I  once  found  in   Chamba  long   ago,   at  least 
I  think  it  is  the   same  ;   leaves   very   much  cut  and  the  fertile 
spike  springing  from  the  base  of  the  sterile   portion,   neither  above 
nor  below.   I  found  two  specimens  about    a  foot  high,  of  course 
quite  unripe,  spike  well  developed,  and  suppose  it  is  B.  virginianum. 
As  yet  all  ferns  are  too  soft  and  unripe  to  begin  collecting,  but  they 
are  at  their  most   beautiful   stage,  especially  Adtantum  venuitum 
which  is  far  prettier  now  in  its  deUcate  yellow  green  stage,  than  later 
on  when  it  has  ripened   into  a  dark  sombre   shade.    The  Ladhus 
are  very  friendly  ;  they  are   Kashmiri  pundits  and  very  quiet  and 
unassuming,  we  often  exchange  a  greeting  with  the  head  man,  n 
smiling  genial  old  gentleman.     He   one   day   asked  if  he  might 
send  some  cooked  vegetables  and  I  assented  and  shortly  afterwards 
an  assortment  appeared,   in  six    little  brass  cups,  mostly  cooked, 
(not  the  cups,)  but  one  cup  contained  a   very   tasty   little  condi- 
ment of  uncooked  green    stuff  pounded  up  with   milk  ;  since  then 
he  often  sends  up  a  supply.     They   possess  many   cows  and  send 
us  delicious   milk  and  we,  in  turn,  give  them   cream  butter  which 
they  much  appreciate  ;  they  liave  a   garden   in   which  they  grow 
herbs  of  sorts  and  I  intend  giving  them   some  good   seeds.     They 
cultivate  some  land  around  the  spring,  but,  as  they  live  by  charity' 
and    have  to   feed    many    travellers,    the    land    revenue  is  paid 
for   them   by   subscription   among  the  neighbouring  lambardars. 
This   is  a   great    place    for    walking    sticks,    the   barberry   ( B. 
aristata,  I  think)  is  common,  and  many  fine  sticks  with  beautifully 
streaked  bark  are    to  be  had,    but  a  straight  one,  with  a  really 
good  head,  is  only  to  be  got  now  and  then  and  is  a  great  prize. 
Apparently  this  is  called  cKitra  in  the  Punjab,  which  is  the  name 
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of  the  StaphyUa  Emodi^  which  also  has  a  striped  bark  and  prob- 
ably from  this  fact,  the  natives  mistake  one  for  the  other.  The 
Kashmiri  name  for  the  barberry  is  something  like  Lukutsing 
but  it  is  hardly  possible  to  render  their  words  in  English  as 
the  pronunciation  is  so  carious,  ch  being  sounded  like  s, — Cotoneaster 
(liun  or  lin)  is  plentiful  here  but  good  straight  sticks  with  root 
heads  are  few  and  far  between.  Parrotia  Jacquemontii  is  one  of  the 
commonest  bushes  of  the  undergrowth,  it  was  in  flower  early  in 
May.  Just  now  there  is  a  plague  of  small  caterpillars  which  are  a 
nuisance  in  the  jungle,  as  thenairs  produce  a  stinging  eruption 
like  nettle  rash,  if  they  come  in  contact  with  the  skin.  The  small 
red  plum  called  aUucha  is  already  of  a  good  size,  so  it  is  probable 
the  fruit  season  will  be  an  early  one.  The  voice  of  the  cuckoo  is 
heard  in  the  land,  indeed  he  calls  all  day  long,  the  golden  oriole 
has  appeared  and  the  long  tailed  mag-pie  is  common  ;  there  are 
crows,  but  he  is  a  very  mild  bird  compared  with  his  impudent 
brother  of  the  plains;  this  is  a  smaller  type  with  a  grey  head,  and 
his  cry  is  a  feeole  sort  of  chirp  not  the  aggravating  caw  of  the 
other,    nor  is  he  in  the  least  a  forward  bird  in  his  habits. 

Near  Ladhu  Ganga,  the  spurs  of  the  range  slope  downwards 
very  sharply  into  the  valley,  but  near  Kandi  village  the  descent, 
though  steep  in  the  upper  levels,  is  a  very  gentle  one  lower  down, 
from  the  edge  of  the  forest  through  the  fields  to  the  flat  land  be- 
low ;  a  horse  can  be  ridden  up  several  of  the  spurs  for  a  good 
distance  and  from  here  there  is  a  most  magnificent  view.  Let  me 
tiy  to  describe  it,  through  word  pictures  are  hardly  in  mv  line. 
The  background  is  formed  by  the  great  Punjal  Range  on  the  left, 
and  directly  in  front,  the  Kazinag  peak  14,400  ft,  stands  out  dear 
against  the  sky  ;  the  summits  covered  with  glittering  snow  and 
the  base  dark  with  pine  forest ;  nearer,  lie  range  after  range  of 
dark  blue  hills,  the  beautiful  grey  mist  bathing  their  feet ;  nearer 
still  lies  the  peaceful  valley,  carpeted  with  verdant  grass  and 
dotted  with  trees  of  all  the  delicate  shades  of  ereen,  while  from 
among  tbem,  peep  the  picturesque  farmsteads  of  the  dirty  Kashmiri. 
To  the  left  in  the  middle  distance,  several  spurs  trend  gradually 
down  into  the  valley,  their  hue  the  dark  and  sombre  one  of  the 
deodar-clad  hill ;  the  outline  sharply  defined  against  the  more 
distant  mountains,  while  on  the  right,  where  the  plain  is  more  open, 
are  seen  the  dark  clayey  fields,  the  "  bit  of  colour  "  dear  to  the 
eye  of  the  artist.  In  the  immediate  foreground,  a  little  to  the 
right,  stands  a  clump  of  deodars  the  branches  clear  and  distinct 
in  every  detail,  against  the  setting  sun  which  bathes  the  scene  in 
golden  splendour.  "  Where  every  prospect  pleases  and  only  man 
is  vile." 

J.  C.  MoD. 

(7b  }>€  continued.) 
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The  Forest  of  Ne-Ha-Sa-NePark  in  Northern  New  York. 

From  a  report  recently  prepared  by  Mr.  GifiFord  Pinchot,  on 
the  condition  of  a  large  forest  estate  in  the  Adirondacks,  we  are 
permitted  by  the  author  to  print  the  following  extracts^  which  are 
of  general  public  interest,  as  Mr.  Pinchot's  conclusions  and 
suggestions  with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  property  are 
applicable  to  similar  forests  in  many  of  me  Northern  States. 

"  Except  for  local  variations  and  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
soft  timbers  in  the  western  and  northern  part",  Mr.  Pinchot 
writes,  *' forest  over  the  whole  park  is  approximately  the  same. 

*  The  high  ground  is  coveredjby  a  magnificent  growth  of  hard-wood 

*  timbers,  thinly  interspersed  with  spruce.     Beech  is  here  the   most 

*  common  tree,  with  birch  and  maple  closely  second.  The  swamps 
'and  low  grounds  are  chiefly  occupied  by  balsam,  tamarack, 
'  hemlock  and  white  pine.  To  these,  which  have  been  mentioned 
'  in  the  order  of  frequency,  are  to  be  added  in  the  same  order, 
'  cherry,  poplar,  cedar  and  ash.     Spruce  and  pine  are  at  present 

*  the  most  valuable  timbers.      It  sqems  likely  that  in  future   birch 

*  will   be   the  most  important  tree.     The  silvicultural  value  of  the 

*  soil  has  been  reached  bythe  accumulation  of  mould  from  the  waste 

*  of  many  generations  of  forest-trees.  The  ground  itself  is  rocky 
'  and  not  rich,  and  its  sustained  vigor  depends  entirely  upon  the 
'  preservation  of  the  humus  or  duflF,  with  which  it  is  covered  almost 
'  everywhere,  sometimes  to  the  depth  of  six  feet.  Humus  dis- 
'  appears  gradually  upon  free  exposure  to  light  and  air,  and  may  be 
'entirely    consumed    by    forest-fires.     Hence   fire   and   reckless 

*  cutting  are  especially  destructive  to  the  Adirondack  forests, 
'  entirely  apart  from  the  important  loss  which  they  occasion  in 
'  standing  timber  and  the  growth  it  would  have  made  during  the 
'  years  in  which  the  burnt  area  is  slowly  reclothing  itself  with 
'forest." 

Want  of  space  compels  us  to  pass  over  the  description  of 
many  of  the  trees  found  in  the  Adirondack  forest.  Of  the  white 
pine,  he  says  that  "  it  grows  on  the  West  and  South- West  slopes 
of  the  ridges  and  on  the  borders  of  swamps  in  mixture  ivith 
spruce  and  balsam.  It  would  be  exceedingly  advisable,  how 
ever,  to  defer  this  removal  at  least  in  part^  until  the  reason 
can  be  discovered  why  the  enormous  number  of  cones  pro- 
duced by  this  tree  do  not  result  in  a  plentiful  young  growth. 
It  is  possible  that  the   conditions  favourable  to  the  germinatioii 
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and  growth  of  the  pine  seed  may  by  found  to  be  producible  at 
very  little  cost,  so  that  it  may  be  possible  to  assure  a  large 
proportion  of  this  valuable  timber  in  the  next  crop." 

In  discussing  the  age  of  the  trees  found  in  this  forest,  Mr. 
Pinchot  points  to  the  fact  that  ^'  young  trees  are  almost  always 
'seriously  retarded  in  their  growth  by  the  heavy  cover  of  the 
'  older  specimens.     For  this  reason,   the  rings  of  annual   growth 

*  formed  during  early  life,  are  much  closer  together  than  the  later 
'  ones.  In  endeavouring  to  count  the  rings  of  stumps  standing  on 
'  the  right-of-way  near  Lake  lilla,  I  was  often  unable  to  separate 
'those  of  the  first  fifty  or  one  hundred  years,  even  with  a  glass. 
'  I  found  no  maple  or  birch  whose  inner  rings  could  be  counted, 
'  and  but  one  beech.  This  tree  was  twenty-eight  inches  in  diameter 
'at  four  feet  from  the  ground,  and  somewhat  over  two  hundred 
'  years  old.  A  hemloc£  of  seventeen  inches  diameter  on  the  stump 
'  was  two  hundred  and  ninety  two  years  old.  Spruce  stumps,  on 
'which  all  the  rings  were  far  enough  apart  to  be  counted,  were 
'  also  exceptional.     One  butt  log,   with  a  diameter  of  seventeen 

*  inches,  was  two  hundred  and  eighteen  years  old.  This  tree  had 
'  evidently  been  stunted  by  the  shade  of  older  hard  woods.  It  is 
'  remarkable  that  the  finest  spruce,  that  on  the  hard-wood  ridges, 
'  must  have  passed  through  this  period  of  repression  before  making 
'  its  principal  growth,  dj  cutting  away  the  merchantable  hard 
'  woods,  which  are  suppressing  the  young  spruces  over  a  large 
'  portion  of  the  park,  their  rate  of  growth  may  be  enormously 
'increased.  For  example,  two  young  spruces,  eight  inches  in 
'  diameter,  which  had  grown  among  others  of  the  same  age,  and 
'  therefore,  with  a  comparatively  abundant  supply  of  ligut  and 
'  air,  wore  but  fifty-two  and  sixty  years  old,  although  almost  twice 
'  the  diameter  of  another  tree  one  hundred  and  twenty  one  years 
'old. 

"  The   power   of  natural   regeneration   of  all  the  trees  which 

*  I  have  mentioned,  with  the  single  important  exception  of  white 
'  pine,  seems  to  be  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  forest- 
'  management.  The  presence  of  this  reproductive  power  is  of  the 
'  greatest  importance.  It  puts  aside  at  once  the  difficulty  and 
'  expense  of  planting  and  insures  a  steady  improvement  in  the 
'  condition  and  value  of  the  forest. 

"  The  vigorous  and  abundant  young  growth  makes  it  possible 
'  to  remove   mature  trees  without   injury  to  the  forest,   and  under 

*  proper  handling  will  insure  the  continuance  of  its  productive 
'  power.  The  constant  character  of  the  forest,  even  in  ite  changes, 
'  fends  itself  easily  to  the  needs  of  forestry,  while  the  presence 
'  everywhere  of  mature  trees  over  the  young  growth  makes  it 
'  possible  to  cut  and  yet  increase  the  annual  growth  of  wood  from 
'  year  to  year.  This  steady  increase  in  the  value  of  the  forest  under 
'  forest  management  is  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  for  its  intro- 
'  duction.  Forest  management  will  add  constantly  to  the  propor- 
*tion   of  valuable  timbers    in  the  forest,   by    judicious  cutting 

72 

Digitized  by  VjOOQu 


I 


THB   FOBBST   OF    NB-nA-SA-KB  PARK   IN    NORTHBBN   NEW   TOBK. 

'  witlioat    a  corresponding  abatement  in  the  amonnt   of  lumber, 

*  produced.  In  other  words,  for  a  few  years,  the  forest  will  yield 
'  slightly  more  under  ordinary  lumbering  than  it  will  under  forest 

*  management,  because,  in  the  latter  case,  greater  care  is  used,  and 
'  many  trees  which  would  otherwise  fall  at  once  must  be  allowed 
'  to  stand.     After  that  time  the  revenue  from  forestmanagement 

*  will  surpass  that  from  lumbering,  and  will  go  on  increasing  indefi- 

*  nitely,  while  the  returns  from  lumbering  methods  will  as  steadily 
'  diminish.  The  profits  will  certainly  pass  their  lowest  point  during 
'  the  first  twenty  years,  and  probably  during  the  first  ten.    There- 

*  after,  they  will  rise  with  the  rise  in  prices  and  the  growing 
'  productive  capacity  of  the  forest.  Timber-land  as  productive  as 
'  this,  as  safe  from  fire,  and  as  accessible  to  the  centres  of  consump- 
'  tion  by  rail  and   water,  i<»,  in  my  judgment,  one  of  the  best  of 

*  long  investments  ". 

Mr.  Pinchot  recommends  that  this  forest  should  be  carefully 
examined  and  mapped  with  a  working  plan  made  "  with  the 
'  supposition  that  it  will  be  best  to  cut  over  the  same  ground  a 
'  second   time   at  an  interval  of  from  twenty  five  to  forty  year?.** 

*  Then  he  would  "  divide  the  forests  into  as  many  parts  as  there 
'  were  years  in  the  period  decided  on,  and  assign  the  land  most  in 
'  need  of  cutting  to  the  first   year,  the  second  to  the  second  year, 

*  and  so  on  ;  but  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the  annual  production 

*  of  timber  as  uniform  as  possible." 

The  forest  managed  in  this  way  is  expected  "to  yield  a 
'  steady  annual  return,  which  oueht  to  constitute  a  fair  rate  of 
'  interest  on   the   investment,"   and  "  to  increase  the  value  of  the 

*  forest  by  favoring  the  better  kinds  of  trees,  so  that  the  market 
'  value  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the  return  from  the  lumber,  would 
'increase  steadily  from  year  to  year". 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Pinchot  discusses  Lumbering  versus 
Forestry  as  follows : — "  The  statement  is  often  made  that  it  is  possi- 

*  ble  to  lumber  the   same  laud  a  second  and  then  a  third  time  at 

*  intervals  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and  get  as  good  a  cut  from 
'  it  as  at  first.     In  exceptional  cases  this  is  true.     The  probabilities 

*  are,  however,  that  the  second  and  third  cuts  were  as  good  as  the 
'  first  in  a  pecuniary  way,  and  not  otherwise,  since  during  the  years 
'  which  intervened,  the  diameter  of  merchantable  trees  has  steadily 

*  diminished,  while  the  price  of  lumber  has  increased.  Forestry 
'  provides  not  merely  for  sustaining  the  proportion  of  the  more 
'  valuable  woods,  but  for  increasing  it. 

The  ordinary  methods  of  lumbering  are  exceedingly  careless 
of  the  life  of  all  the  young  growth  which  may  happen  to  stand 
about  the  old  trees.  Such  carelessness  is  not  only  destructive  of 
the  future  value  of  the  forest,  but  also  increases  the  danger  of 
fire  by  the  presence  of  a  quantity  of  dry  saplings  which  forests 
management  wouM  have  allowed  to  grow.  Young  green  trees 
are  the   greatest  protection  a  forest  can  have  against  the  sprearl  of 
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fire.  Hence  forest-management  tends  distinctly  to  keep  fire  out, 
as  compared  with  the  methods  of  ordinary  lumbering. 

"  Lumbering  yields  a  slightly   larger   revenue  than  forest- 

*  management,  but  in   the  end  falls   far  behind  it.      It  increases 

*  the  danger  from  fire,  tends  to  deprive  the  forest  of  its  more 
'  valuable  timber  and  lowers  its  capital  value.  Forest-management 
^does  none  of  these  things  ". — {Garden  and  Forest,) 


Date  flanting  in  Australia, 

Information   lately   received  shows  that  the   experimente  in 
tree-planting,  in   the  interior  of  the  colony   undertaken    by  the 
Soutn  Australian  Government,  have  proved  successful.      A  special 
feature  is  the  splendid  condition  of  the  date  palm  ;  these  trees  are 
already   bearing   fruit.       Some   of    them  were   planted  by    Mr. 
Ednie  Brovni,  late   Director-General  of  Forests,eight  years    ago. 
Such  a  result  is  specially  satisfactory  when  it  is   remembered   that 
it  takes  longer  than  the  Period  named  for  such  trees   to  bear   fruit 
in  Egypt  and  India.       The  trees   were  planted  at  a   place  called 
Hergott  Springs,  situated  upon  the  overland  railway  line,  and  were 
subject  to  the  overflow  of  a   salt-water  bore.       The  fact  that  these 
trees  will  grow  in  a  brackish   countrv  is  looked  upon  as  important 
in  this  country,  where  so  much  land  is  of  this  nature.      Something 
like   10,000  date  seeds  have  been  planted  in  South  Australia  by 
supplying  exploring  parties  with  the  fruit.      It  is  the  intention   of 
the  Forest  Department  of  this  colony  to  experiment  by  sowing  the 
seeds  at  the   diflerent  bores   which  have  been  carried   out  by   the 
Water  Conservation  Department.       The  experience  of  South  Aus- 
tralia proves  that   trees  will  flourish  when  sown  artificially.       In 
some  experiments  which  were  carried  on  at   Mount  Herbert  it  has 
been  proved  that,  upon  poor  soil,  some  350  trees  per  acre  had  been 
reared.     With  proper  application  and  the  selection  of  suitable  trees 
it  would,  it  is  stated,  be  quite  within  the    bounds  of  possibility  to 
reforest  country   which  is  now  quite  barren.     The  experiments 
made  last  year  upon  the  commonage  at  Wilcannia   are  reported  as 
having  succeeded  satisfactorily.      Notwithstanding  that  the  trees 
were   planted   late   in   the   season,  and   that  no   rain  fell   for  five 
months,  a  very  fair  percentage  of  them  survived.      The  planting  is 
to  be  continued,  and  something  like  10,000  or  15,000  trees  will  be 
put  out  as  opportunity  offers.       Experiments  in  the  same  way   are 
also  likely  to   be  made   at  Bourke,    Wentworth,  and    Broken  Hill. 
There  are  in  the  state  nurseries  here   some  200,000  trees   available 
for  distribution,  and  the   planting  of  them  out  can  be   proceeded 
with  from  the  present  time  up  to  August.     (Pioneer.) 
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planting  of  the  Sandhills  on  the  Sea-coast  of  Norfolk, 

Holkham  Sandhills,  the  property  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Leicester,  K.  G.,  were  rabbit  warrens  until  the  year 
1850.  They  extend  about  three  and  a  half  miles  along  the  Nor- 
folk coast,  from  five  to  twenty  five  chains  wide,  bounded  by  the 
Qerman  Ocean  on  the  north,  and  on  the  south  by  rich  pasture  land 
reclaimed  from  the  sea,  dating  as  far  back  af  1660,  when  the  first 
enclosure  was  made.  These  hills  are  held  together  by  a  plant 
called  Psamma  arenaria^  which  has  a  strong  creeping  perennial 
root,  with  many  tubers  at  the  joints  about  the  size  of  a  pea.  It  is 
planted  and  encouraged  on  the  Norfolk  coast  to  aid  in  fixing  the 
sand  against  the  action  of  the  wind  and  tides,  which  it  does  in  a 
remarkable  manner.  The  "  marrum,"  as  it  is  locally  caUed,  or 
bent-grass,  is  considered  of  so  such  importance  that  there  are 
severe  laws  to  prohibit  its  being  destroyea.  Mats  are  made  of  it, 
and  it  is  also  used  as  thatch. 

Elymus  arenarius^  the  sea  lyme-grass,  a  strong,  rough,  glau- 
cous plant,  common  on  sandy  shores,  is  also  frequent  here,  and 
answers  the  same  purpose  in  fixing  the  sand  as  the  **  marrum." 
In  analysing  the  soluble  matter  afforded  by  this  ^rass.  Sir  H.  Davy 
found  it  to  contain  more  than  one-third  of  its  weight  in  sugar.  It 
is  not,  however,  eaten  by  any  of  our  domestic  animals. 

About  1850,  I  sowed  several  kinds  of  pine  seeds  on  the  sand- 
hills, putting  some  of  the  seeds  in  small  pellets  of  clay  and  insert- 
ing them  in  the  sand,  and  in  vaious  other  ways.  I  did  this  for  two 
or  three  years  in  succession,  but  it  ended  in  failure.  I  then 
planted  a  few  plants  of  well  established  Pinus  austriaca,  P.  Laricio 
and  Scots  fir,  and  had  them  thoroughly  protected  from  rabbits, 
never  thinking  they  would  do  much  good  in  the  pure  sand,  but  I 
was  agreeably  surprised  at  the  end  of  the  first  season.  The  plants 
all  lived  and  made  one  or  two  inches  of  young  wood,  and  seemed 
healthy  ;  the  second  year  they  did  better,  when  I  drew  the  Earl  of 
Leicester's  attention  to  the  matter,  and  he  was  so  satisfied  with 
the  growth  of  the  trees  that  were  planted  that  he  at  once  set  about 
destroying  the  rabbits,  and  planted  a  small  portion  of  the  hills 
every  year  till  the  whole  was  completed. 

The  east  end  of  the  hills,  nearly  two  miles  in  length,  which 
was  only  partly  planted  previous  to  1875,  is  a  very   thrifty  young 

!>lantation,  not  only  being  a  shelter  for  the  adjoining  pasture,  but 
brming  a  grand  and  peculiar  feature  in  the  landscape,  and  the 
trees  doing  much  better  than  the  most  sanguine  could  expect. 

Mr.  Munro,  the  Earl  of  Leicester's  intelligent  forester,  writes 
to  me  about  this  division  of  the  hills,  and  says  : — '^  When  he  came 
to  Holkham  in  1877,  the  trees  in  many  cases  were  very  good,  but 
the  tops  of  the  Pinus  Laricio  were  very  much  cut  with  the  nor- 
therly winds  and  blowing  sands.  He  at  once  commenced  planting 
the  tops  of  the  hills,  principally  with  P.  austriaca  and  a  sprinkling 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PLANTINO  IN   SANDHILLS   OK   THB   8BA-GOA8T   NORFOLK.  285 

of  P.  austrtaca.  When  these  got  hold  and  began  to  get  up,  the 
LarieiOy  which  were  cat  by  wind,  began  to  improve,  and  by  1882 
a  very  decided  improvement  was  visible.  Since  then,  seeing  the 
progress  the  plantations  made,  he  went  on  extending  them,  nntil 
the  area  planted  is  now  double  what  it  was  in  1882." 

The  proportions  in  which  the  plants  are  used  are  : — 

Pinus  Laricioy  -50-per  cent.         planted  8  yds.  apart. 

„      austriacay  25      „         5  to  7  yds.  apart. 

„      sylvestris,  20      „  „         „  „ 

„      maritima,  5      „  „     .    „  „ 

Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  plantations  are  orna- 
mental, and  are  not  planted  for  profit  hence  the  distance  between 
the  trees,  giving  plenty  of  room  for  developing  their  laterals.  The 
anstriaca  and  maritima^  being  on  the  higher  and  more  exposed 
situations,  and  fully  exposed  to  every  storm  from  the  German 
Ocean,  are  planted  5  to  7  yards  apart,  as  they  cannot  possibly 
make  the  same  growth  as  the  Laricioy  which  are  more  sheltered. 
The  Laricio  are  now  in  many  cases  30  to  35  ft.  high,  their  lateral 
branches  covering  an  area  equal  to  a  circle  of  8  yards  in  diameter, 
and  are  full  of  health.  The  Scots  fir  and  austnaca  are  making 
a  proportionate  growth.  When  at  Holkham  last  spring,  Mr.  Munro 
had  just  finished  planting  a  large  area  of  the  West  Sandhills,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  previous  cold  and  unpropitious  winter  and 
spring,  I  only  saw  a  single  dead  plant,  which  reflects  great  credit 
on  Mr.  Munro's  management. 

Altogether  this  is  a  most  interesting  item  in  forestry,  but 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  notice  of  this  or  similar  undertakings  having 
been  mentioned  in  any  British  work  on  forestry.  I^rofessor 
Wagner,  however,  writing  to  the  Prussian  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
and  recommending  to  him  the  cultivation  of  Lathi/rus  aylvesiris^ 
a  strong  perennial-rooted  species  of  the  Everlasting  Pea  tribe, 
for  the  immense  area  of  barren  sandhills  along  the  coast  of 
Northern  Germany,  points  out  that  it  would  form  a  far  superior 
means  for  bringing  these  vast  wastes  under  profitable  and  per- 
manent cultivation  than  the  planting  of  pine  and  fir  trees.  Little 
faith  was,  however,  put  in  that  statement,  until  its  correctness  had 
been  visibly  proved  on. a  large  scale  by  Imperial  Privy  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  Otto  Kuchnemann.  of  Stettin,  Pomerania,  Ger- 
many, who  had  for  many  years,  and  at  heavy  expense,  endeavoured 
to  grow  on  his  sandhilb  pine  and  fir  trees,  but  had  failed  to 
succeed,  the  young  trees  being  partly  smothered  or  uprooted  by 
the  evershifting  sand,  and  those  surviving  were  vegetating  so 
weakly  that  the  attempt  was  tantamount  to  failure.  Sow  a  flock 
of  sheep  is  kept  on  the  Lathyrus  fodder  grown  on  the  identical 
sandhills  where  six  years  ago  not  a  blade  of  grass  could  be  seen — 
— ^Archibald  Gorrib,  in  the  Transactions  o/  the  Royal  Scottish 
ArboricuUural  Society. — (Timber  Trades  Journal.) 
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Churchill  and  Sun's  Circular. 

JUNE  5th  1893. 

East  India  Tbak. — ^The  deliveries  for  the  first  five  months  of 
this  year  have  been  5,307  load  againsts  4,269  loads  for  the  oorres- 

Sonciing  periods  of  1892  and  1891  respectively.  In  May  this  year  the 
elivery  has  been  1,444  loads  :  in  May  1892,  it  was  1891  loads,  and 
in  May,  1891,  1,208  loads.  The  stock  has  been  rednced  and  that 
is  so  far  good,  but  there  has  been  no  change  in  prices,  as  these 
deliveries  are  still  due  to  the  fact  of  an  unusual  proportion  of  the 
regular  Navy  requirements  being  taken  from  London  under  con- 
tracts arranged  and  discounted  some  time  back.  They  do  not 
therefore  now  affect  the  general  market. 

RosBWOOD  is  inactive,  therefore  stocks  though  not  excessive 
are  sufficient. 

Satinwood.  Finely  figured  logs,  of  good  sizes,  would  sell 
well,  but  for  small  plain  logs,  and  for  planks  and  boards  there  is 
no  demand. 

Eboht  Considerable  sales  have  been  made,  but  were  only 
possible  at  low  prices. 

PRICE  CURRENT. 


Teak 

per  load 

£9 

to    £15 

Satinwood 

„  ton 

o      £12 

Rosewood 

»    » 

£5 

to    £9 

Ebony 

>»    » 

£5 

to    £7 
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May  No.  1893. 

p.    173,     line  31  :  /or  *  Kuluatta.  ia'  read  '  Kulu    attain  ' 
p     189!     last  liae  IriC  one  :  for  '  extra  '   read  *  Extra  '             ^ 

p.    194.     line  17:  for  *  erambyoidfie '  read  '  CerambycidfiB^ 

p!     195.     line  22  :  for    '  Kambakkan  '  re^id  *  Kambakkam  ' 

p.    197.     line  13  :  for   *  rediah  '  read  *  reddish  * 

line  37  :  for  '  Tbawsar  '  read  *  Thauesar  ' 

line  39  :  for   «  magnificient '  read  '  magnificent ' 

line  43  :  for   '  tobogging  '  read  '  toboggining  ' 

p.    199.     line  4 :  omit  the  word  'of 

line  10  :  for  '  artisis'  read  '  artists 

June  No.  1893. 

p.  208.  line       4  :     /or  *  35  '  rcoi  *  56  ' 

^  line       5:     for  '2i*  read  « 39  ' 

p  215  line     37 :    for  '  Tenassarim  '  re^d     Tenassenm 

u  116*  lines  31,32  :  for  '  Denioealamus  '  read  •  DendrocaLamus 


April,     1886,    Average  height  8  ft. 

Miy,       1887,            „         „  11  ft. 

ApriL     1888,            „         „          (24  plants)  13  ft. 

,,        1892,            „         „          (27  plants)  21  ft. 

„         1893,            „         „          (13  plants)  30  ft. 

This  excellent  growth  is  dne  to  the  good   soil   and   shel 
position,  and  to  the  roots  remaining  undisturbed. 
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A  tour  in  Jaunsar. 

BoDYAB  Forest,    April  21st  to  26  th. 

This  forest,  which  has  an  area  of  1,463  acres,  has  been  protect- 
ed from  fire  since  1872.  Owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  villages 
below  Chakrata,  heayy  demands  were  made  on  it  before  it  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  Forest  Department,  and  in  1869,  when 
Chakrata  was  built,  a  good  deal  of  timber  was  taken  out.  The 
oonseqaence  is  that  tiie  large  deodar  trees  are  far  apart  and  are 
quite  unfit  for  sleepers,  being  covered  with  branches  ;  bnt  there  is 
a  young  forest  of  poles  coming  on  which  will  in  course  of  time  be 
exceedingly  valuable. 

The  first  sowings  in  Bodyar  were  made  in  1872,  seed  being 
sown  in  drills  close  to  the  bungalow,  and  superfluous  plants  put  out 
into  blanks.  The  present  average  height  of  these  plants  is  18  feet 
(88  trees  measured). 

In  1875,  nurseries  were  formed  in  various  sheltered  places. 
We  visited  one  of  these  situated  below  the  bungalow  to  the  west 
of  the  path  leading  down  the  spur.  Several  deodar  plants  were  left 
in  this  nursery  and  they  now  form  a  complete  canopy ;  the  lower 
branches  have  died  and  were  pruned  ofl^  in  1892  by  the  students, 
and  the  height  of  the  dominant  trees  is  now  over  30  feci 

Measurements  taken  at  different  times  in  this  old  nursery  are 
as  follows : — 

April,     1886,     Average  height  8  ft.     2  m. 

May,       1887,  >»         >»  11  ft.     5  in. 

April,     1888,  „         „  (24  plants)  13  ft.    0  in. 

1892,  „         „  (27  plants)  21  ft.     0  m. 

1893,  „         „  (13  plants)  30  ft.     7  in. 
This  excellent  growth  is  due  to  the  good   soil  and   sheltered 

position,  and  to  the  roots  remaining  undisturbed. 
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The  plantation  formed  by  plants  from  this  nursery  is  No.  7 
of  1878,  situated  in  compt.  4,  to  the  east*  of  the  path.  The  aspect 
is  south-east,  as  a  rule,  and  the  soil  is  rocky  and  shallow.  The  plants 
are  yellow,  and  the  progress  made  has  been  slow.  In  May,  1887, 
the  height  was  3  ft.  8  in  ;  in  April,  1888,  the  average  of  25 
plants  was  4  ft.  2  in.  ;  in  1893,  the  height  of  333  plants  was  6  fL 

9  in  ;  the  average  length  of  last  year  s  shoot  was  6  ins.,  but  it 
varied  from  3  ins.  to  1 5  ms.  according  to  soil,  aspect,  Ac.  Blue  pine 
was  sown  in  patches  between  the  deodar  some  6  or  7  years 
ago,  and  is  now  growing  strongly  with  more  than  one  plant  in 
each  patch;  there  are  however  many  gaps. 

From  this  plantation  we  descended  to  the  Bodyar  fields,  and 
went  up  to  Bangialani  dhar,  through  conipartment  1,  and  a  series 
of  old  patch  sowings  of  1877  and  1878.  Generally  speaking,  blue 
pine  and  deodar  were  sown  in  patches,  and  in  several  of  them 
there  are  4  to  5  plants,  but  there  are  many  blanks,  and  the  crop 
is  nowhere  continuous.  In  favoumble  aspects,  the  height  of  the 
taller  deodar  is  15  to  18  ft.  and  that  of  the  blue  pine  some  four  to 
five  feet  higher.  The  following  account  of  these  sowings  was 
given  in  the  Journal  of  1888  : — 

"  We  inspected  various  sowings  of  1877  and  1878   along  the 

*  path  to   Bangia  Lani ;  deodar    and    blue  pine  were  sown  in 

*  patches,  every  fourth  patch  being  sown  with  the  latter  ;  the 
^  average  height  of  84   deodar  was  4   feet  4i^  inches  ;  the  average 

*  height  of  31  blue  pine  was  6  feet  4  inches ;  these  were  situated 
'  below  the  path,  and  it  is  believed  they  were  sown  in  1877. 

'  The  slopes  above  the  path  were  sown  in  December,  1878,  and 
'  here  the  average  height  of  88  deodars  was  4  feet  7  inches,  and 
'  the  average  of  29  blue  pine,  5  feet  11  inches. 

*  The  aspect  where  tnese  sowings  have  succeeded  best  is  north- 
'  west,  and  tne  soil  deep  and  good  ;  on  this  aspect  young  deodars 
'  did  not  present  that  yellow  appearance  which  we  noticed  in  the 
'  plantation  of  1878  on  the  southerly  aspect." 

The  heavy  snow  of  the  past  winter  which  drifted  over  the 
ridge  and  was  still  lying  in  deep  masses  at  the  time  of  our  visit, 
has  done  an  immense  amount  of  damage  to  the  young  plants, 
smashing  them  completely  in  several  instances,  up-rooting  and 
bending  down  others.  In  cases  where  the  plant  is  broken  in  two,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  lop  of  the  broken  part  just  above  a  verticel, 
and  trust  to  one  of  the  side  branches  forming  a  leader.  Plants 
that  are  merely  bent  down  might  be  supported  from  underneath 
by  a  forked  stick. 

In  1892,  we  found  the  average  height  of  82  deodar  to  be 

10  ft.,  of  23  spruce  fir  (also  sown  Siere)  6  ft.  8  in,  ;  and  that  of 
30  blue  pine  12  ft.  In  the  lower  portion  below  the  path,  the 
deodar  shewed  a  height  of  10  ft.   8  in. ;    and  blue  pine  16  ft. 

We  examined  the  matted  state  of  the  grass  in  fliis  portion  of 
Bodyar,  and  the  difficulty  of  natural  reproduction  by  seed  under 
such  circumstances  was  clearly  explained.    Natural  reproduction 
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of  pine  and  deodar  rarely  takes  place  under  such  conditions,  but 
only  when  the  grass  is  quite  short  and  the  rootlets  of  the  germinat- 
ing seed  can  reach  the  soil  ;  the  best  examples  of  all  are  recently 
abandoned  fields  as  at  Koti  Kanasar.  But  the  preservation  of  the 
grass  for  20  years  has  resulted  in  a  fair  amount  of  vegetable  mould, 
and  in  all  patch  sowing,  or  pit  planting  here,  the  blacK  soil  clinging 
to  the  roots  of  the  grass  should  be  wen  beaten  out  and  mixed  with 
the  soil  in  each  case. 

The  cones  of  deodar,  blue  pine,  and  spruce  fir  were  shown  to 
the  students  and  the  different  manner  in  which  the  seed  is  dispers- 
ed was  explained.  The  two  former  trees  are  the  best  for  re- 
sowing  blank  slopes. 

On  the  way  back,  we  passed  through  the  thicket  of  deodar 
mentioned  in  the  Journal  of  1888,  as  folfows  : — 

^'  On  the  road  to  camp,  we  examined  a  large  patch  of  natural 
'  deodar  which  has  sprung  up  in  some  old  fields  abandoned  about 
'  19  or  20  years  ago  ;  the  aspect  of  this  slope  is  north,  and  the  crop* 
*'  of  deodar  is  so  dense  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  one's  way  through 
*  it.  This  is  an  absolute  proof,  if  any  were  needed,  that  deodar  will 
'  prosper  in  eood  soil  and  on  a  favourable  aspect  without  any  pro- 
'  tection  overnead." 

Since  then  several  of  the  fir  have  been  girdled  and  the  lower 
branches  of  the  deodar  pruned.  Some  of  the  fir  girdled  two  years 
ago  are  still  alive,  generally  the  larger  ones.  For  facility  of  moving 
about  inside  this  thicket  the  suppressed  trees  might  be  removed,  and 
the  lower  branches  pruned  on  ;  this  would  facilitate  the  inspection 
and  study  of  this  interesting  young  crop  ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  over  large  areas  of  an  almost  pure  crop  such  as  this  is, 
the  removal  of  suppressed  trees  is  not  advisable,  first  of  all  on 
account  of  the  expense — ^the  produce  not  being  saleable — secondly, 
they  are  of  great  assistance  in  helping  to  form   clean  boles. 

On  the  way  back  to  camp  we  passed  some  deodar  poles  marked 
for  sale  to  the  Sappers  and  Miners.  This  is  an  instance  of  a  true 
thinning,  and  the  object  of  such  an  operation  and  the  manner  of 
carrying  it  out  were  explained  to  the  students.  The  leaf  canopy 
would  not  be  interrupted  by  this  thinning,  and  yet  the  dominant 
trees  would  have  more  space  given  to  their  crowns  to  increase 
laterally.     A  better  example  than  this  could  scarcely  be  found. 

April  21sL  We  inspected  plantation  No.  1  of  1881.  It  is 
situated  in  Granwa,  Compartment  7  (c)  of  Working  Plan,  and  was 
raised  from  seed  sown  in  December,  1878.  Some  of  the  plants  in 
the  Bodyar  nursery  were  pricked  out  into  beds  with  a  hard 
bottom,  others  were  raised  in  ordinary  beds  in  Ganwa.  For  some 
years  a  difference  was  noticeable  between  the  growth  of  these  two 
series  of  plants,  and  in  1891,  it  was  found  that  the  average  height 
of  the  plants  raised  on  hard  bottoms  was  about  10  inches  more 
than  the  ordinary  plants.  We  did  not  however  observe  an 
appreciable  difference  between  the  plants  and  did  not  take  separate 
measurements. 
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In  1891,  the  average  height  of  320  plants  was  4  ft.  2  in. ;  and 
in  1893  we  foand  the  average  height  of  152  plants  to  be  4  ft. 
ll   in. 

The  aspect  of  this  plantation  is  E.  N.  E.  and  the  slope  35**. 
The  plants  out  in  the  open  are  looking  yellow.  We  measured  the 
the  height  of  11  plants  growing  under  tne  shelter  of  a  lar^e  blue 
pine,,  and  found  tne  average  to  be  6  ft.  9  in.,  thus  shewing  the 
beneficial  influence  of  side  shelter.  These  plants  were  hoed  in 
August,  1892,  and  the  grass  quite  cleared  round  their  roots,  and 
it  remains  to  be  seen  what  efifect,  if  any,  this  operation  will  have 
on  their  growth.  This  loosening  of  the  soil,  immediately  before 
such  an  exceptionally  severe  winter  has  undoubtedly  allowed  the 
snow  to  bend  down  the  plants  more  than  it  otherwise  would  have 
done  ;  but  this  of  course  could  not  have  been  foreseen  and  in 
ordinary  years  the  operation  would  have  been  most  useful. 

On  the  25th  Aprils  we  examined  plantation  No.  8  of  1878- 
It  is  situated  above  the  Ganwa  path  and  on  the  western  side  of 
the  first  large  ridge  goin^  from  the  Bungalow  (Compartment  4  of 
Working  Plan).  1,131  aeodar  plants  were  measured  and  gave  an 
average  height  of  9  feet.  One  plant  had  an  annual  shoot  of  29 
inches.  On  the  whole  the  progress  made  has  been  slow,  and  the 
plants  are  yellow. 

Plantation  No.  3  of  1879  is  situated  just  below  this,  between 
the  upper  and  and  lower  Ganwa  paths  :— 918  deodar  growing  on 
the  westerly  aspect  had  an  average  height  of  9  ft.  6  in.  ;  while  62 
plants  growing  on  a  southern  aspect  shewed  an  average  height  of 
6  ft.  6  in.  The  minimum  was  3  ft.  and  the  maximum  30  ft.  Lower 
down  blue  pine  has  been  sown  in  patches,  and  is'uow  6  or  7  years 
old  with   an  average  height  of  4  ft.  6  in.  (440  measured). 

Near  the  landslip,  93  deodars  gave  an  average  height  of 
14  ft.  10  in. 

Both  these  plantations  were  raised  from  seed  of  1875,  sown  in 
the  Bodyar  nurseries  ;  in  the  upper  plantation,  the  plants  were 
2  years  old  when  put  out  in  July,  and  in  the  lower  one,  3  years  old. 

Strip  sowing   of  Bhie  pine  in    Ganwa, 

In  Compartment  7  fa),  over  an  area  of  28^  acres,  strips  run- 
ning in  contour  line?  were  hoed  up  last  year,  and  all  grass  roots 
removed.  The  strips  are  2  ft.  and  4  ft.  wide  alternately  and  the 
uncultivated  belts  between  are  about  3  ft.  wide.  The  aspect  is 
easterly  as  a  rule  and  the  soil  very  poor.  Blue  pine  seed  was 
dibbled  in,  in  June,  and  again  sown  broadcast  and  trodden  in  with 
the  foot  in  July.  Countings  on  a  portion  of 'these  strips  were  con- 
ducted as  follows  ; — a  rod  4  ft.  long  was  laid  along  the  strip  and 
the  number  of  seedlings  counted  in  this  length  ;  if  a  seedling 
was  found  in  the  length  of  4  ft.  it  was  counted  as  a  success. 

The  results  were  as  follows  : — 5,143  four-foot  lengths  were 
counted  :  of  these  3,663  were  blank,  and  1480  had  seedlings  in 
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them,  to  the  aggregate  number  of  2,390.  Hence  the  percentage  of 
success  is  28*8,  and  of  failure  71*2.  The  soil  is  of  a  bad  quality 
and  the  situation  is  dry,  hot,  and  exposed,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  some  of  the  existing  seedlings  will  die.  In  December,  ^rass 
was  placed  over  the  yonng  plants  as  a  protection  but  several  naye 
since  died  notwithstanding  this  precaution. 

Blue  pine  has  numerous  enemies  to  contend  with,  when  sown 
in  the  open.  Birds  eat  the  seed,  grubs  cut  through  the  roots,  and 
later  on  a  beetle  attacks  the  leaves. 

It  is  intended  to  plant  deodar  along  these  strips  at  intervab 
of  10  or  12  feet,  the  idea  being  that  the  pine  will  grow  up  faster 
and  act  as  a  nurse  ;  a  commencement  has  already  been  made  in 
this  respect,  and  about  1,700  plants  have  been  put  out.  In  the 
lower  portion  of  this  area,  cuttings  of  willow  and  poplar  have  been 
used  to  mark  the  planting  spots  and  nearly  all  of  them  have  struck 
root  and  are  sending  out  young  leaves.  If  these  cuttings  should 
survive,  it  might  be  advisable  to  make  an  experiment  on  a  larger 
scale,  as  if  willow  and  poplar  could  be  got  to  grow,  it  is  possible 
that  the  problem  of  a  nurse  for  the  deodar  might  be  solved.  Any 
how  the  experiment  would  not  cost  much,  and  it  is  well  worth 
trying. 

The  experience  of  18  years  in  Bodyar  has  clearly  proved  that 
on  the  drier  and  hotter  slopes,  it  is  essential  to  raise  some  crop  as 
a  nurse  first  of  all,  and  blue  pine  would  appear  to  be  the  best  for 
this  purpose.  Indigofera  and  other  woody  shrubs  answer  very 
well,  but  as  a  rule  they  only  grow  in  good  soil,  sheltered  ravines, 
&c.  There  are,  scattered  about  Bodyar,  some  blue  pine  trees,  self 
sown,  dating  from  the  commencement  of  fire-conservancy  in  1872. 
There  are  not  many  of  them,  and  no  parent  trees  are  visible  in  the 
area  ;  but  the  seed  has  been  brought  by  the  wind  possibly  from  the 
heights  of  Moila,  or  by  the  agency  of  birds;  plants  have  sprung  up, 
and  there  are  now  several  trees,  21  years  old,  with  an  average 
height  of  24  feet,  and  girth  of  21  inches  CI 6  trees  measured).  They 
have  already  begun  to  shed  seed,  and  from  observations  made,  it  is 
believed  this  seed  is  fertile,  and  a  second  crop  is  now  being  gradu- 
ally produced  on  the  ground.  Had  there  been  many  more  of  them 
it  would  have  been  possible  to  underplant  deodar  before  this,  with 
every  chance  of  success.  The  instance  mentioned  above  of  a 
solitary  pine  sheltering  11  deodar  plants  and  giving  them  two 
feet  in  height  above  those  in  the  open  sufficiently  proves  this. 

We  ako  examined  some  sowing  (July  1892)  of  blue  pine  in 
roughly  made  patches  on  two  slopes  in  Ganwa.  On  a  southerly 
aspect,  3,010  patches  contained  1,371  blanks,  and  169  patches  with 
seedlings  in  them  to  the  number  of  8,973  ;  percentage  of  success  is 
54*5,  and  of  failure  45*5.  The  average  number  of  seedlings  is 
2*4  per  successful  patch. 

On  a  westerly  aspect,  but  on  a  much  steeper  slope,  847 
patches  contained  397  blanks  and  450  successful  patches  with  946 
seedlings  in  them,  giving  a  percentage  of  success  58,  and  of  failure 

The  average  number  of  seedlings  is  2'1  per  successful  patch. 
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Besides  general  inspection  of  the  forest  and  measurements  of 
the  various  plantations  as  given  above,  the  following  works  were 
done  by  the  students  : — 

307  basketted  plants  were  put  out  in  prepared  pits  in  Ghmwa, 
Bub-Compartment   7.  (a)  and  (d). 

513  patches  were  sown  with  deodar  seed  and  several  contour 
lines  were  laid  out  for  strip  sowing.  Last  autumn  the  ground  had 
been  cleared  and  lightly  hoed  up  under  two  deodar  seed  bearers 
near  the  Forest  Chauki,  and  the  number  of  seedlings  that  had  come 
up  were  counted.  Under  the  first  tree,  belts  J  0  ft.  wide  were 
counted  separately  ;  the  first  just  above  the  tree  contained  3  seed- 
lings ;  the  second  oner  with  the  tree  in  it,  contained  18  ;  then 
in  descending  order  21,  6,  5,  3,  0,  0,  0. 

Under  the  second  tree,  belts  six  feet  wide  were  examined  ;  the 
one  immediately  above  the  tree  had  285  seedlings  ;  the  one  con- 
taining the  tree  had  920 ;  and  the  three  next  belts  below,  701,  318, 
and  45  respectively.  This  small  experiment  shews  that  deodar 
seed  is  not  carried  far  by  the  wind  ;  generally  we  noticed  seed- 
lings underneath  the  parent  tree  and  not  out  in  the  open  at  any 
distance. 

As  mentioned  above,  snow  has  done  an  immense  amount  of 
damage  this  year,  a  portion  of  a  well  stocked  slope  in  the  lower 
part  of  Ganwa,  about  one  acre  in  area,  has  been  shaved  clean  oft, 
leaving  the  underlying  rock  quite  bare.  The  uprooted  saplings 
might  DC  transplanted  into  large  pits.  All  over  Bodyar,  plants  have 
been  bent  down,  through  an  angle  which  varies  from  40  degrees  to 
80  degrees.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note  in  future  years  if  they 
regain  an  erect  position. 

A  small  insect,  probably  a  Chermes,  produces  a  gall  at  the  ends 
of  the  branches  of  spruce  fir  ;  the  bud  becomes  arrested  in  growth, 
thick  and  fleshy  witn  scale-like  leaves  ;  inside,  aroxmd  the  edges, 
may  be  observed  numerous  minute  pink  grubs,  which  eventually 
develop  ino  flies  and  leave  the  small  cone-like  bud  through 
a  series  of  apertures.  This  year,  we  noticed  very  few  of  such 
galls,  but  in  ordinary  years  they  are  quite  common. 

A  fungus,  CEcidium  Thomsom^  also  attacks  the  ends  of  the 
side  branches  in  the  spruce  fir  producing  pretty  yellow  tassels, 
which  turn  deep  orange,  then  red,  and  then  black,  when  they  dry 
and  fall  off.  Neither  the  insect  or  the  fungus  appear  to  do  much 
harm,  and  they  do  not  attack,  as  a  rule,  the  leading  shoots. 

Excursion  to  Moila.  On  the  way  we  noticed  an  abandoned 
deodar  nursery  in  a  damp  ravine  shut  in  by  trees.  Such  places 
are  exposed  to  frost,  and  the  elevation  being  8,000  feet  which  is 
too  high  for  a  deodar  nursery,  the  site  was  wisely  abandoned. 

The  boundary  pillars  of  Bodyar  forest  are  made  of  dry  rubble 
masonry  4  ft.  cube  on  a  plinth  5'x5'xl'.  The  wooden  post 
bearing  the  number  is  fastened  to  a  cross  piece  embedded  in  the 
masonry  to  prevent  its  being  pulled  out  These  pillars  are  un- 
necessarily large,  costing  Rs.  3-8-0  each. 
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From  the  top  of  Moila  peak  which  is  9,058   ft.  above  the  sea, 
there  is  a  grand  panorama  of  the  country  round  on  all  sides.     To 
the  south  we  have   the  compact  Bodyar  forest  enclosed  in   an 
amphitheatre  and  looking  from  here  particularly  well  stocked  as  we 
could  nok  see  the  bare  southern  aspects  ;  the  fire  line  on  which  we 
were  standing  could  be  traced   nearly  the   whole  way  round.     To 
the  west,  we  have  the  Chor  Mountain  nearly   12,000  ft.  high   and 
covered  with  forest  except  on  the   very  summit,  then  more  to  the 
north,  the  high  peaks  of  Chachpur   and  Kuphar,  over   10,000   ft. 
and  covered  with  Karshu  Oak  and  the  white  birch  to  the  top.     The 
Pabar  and  Tons  valleys  were  visible  for  miles,  and  in  the   distance 
the  leased  forests  of  Lambatach  and  Deota  could  be  made  out,  the 
horizon  for  more  than  100  miles  on  the  north  being  bounded   by 
the  snowy  range,  conspicuous  in  which  rose  the  peaKs  of  Bunder- 
punch,  commonly  known  as  Jumnotri. 

The  grassy  top  of  Moila  itself  is  a  high  level  grazing  ground 
for  the  sheep  and  goats  of  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  their 
camping  places  in  small  hollows  are  common  everywhere,  with 
the  piles  of  stones  on  which  they  keep  fire  burning  all  night  to 
scare  ofiF  leopards.  On  the  north  side  of  Moila  we  went  down 
through  the  second  class  forest  of  Missau.  It  is  open  to  grazing, 
and  closed  to  fire,  and  the  reproduction  is  on  the  whole  very  good. 
Here  and  there,  the  sheep  and  goats  nibble  the  young  conifers, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  state  of  stunted  bushes,  described  in  the 
Journal  of  1888,  as  follows  : — 

"  We  then  passed  through  some  forest  near  Kophti  open  to  graz- 
'ing,  and   on  tne  bare  grassy  slopes  we  found  that  the  conifers  are   * 
'  regularly  browsed  by  sheep  and  goats.     The  appearance  presented 

*  by  the  deodar,  blue  pine,  and  spruce  fir  when  thus  treated  is  re- 
'  markable  ;  they  resemble  short  squat   bushes,  much  broader  than 

*  high,  with  innumerable  little  branches  and  twigs  ;  those  we  saw 
'  were  about  one  foot  high  with  a  thick  carrot-like  root  and,  judging 
'  from  the  annual  rings,  10  to  12  years'  old.  We  were  not  able  to 
'  determine  satisfactorily  at  what  time  of  the  vear  this  damage  is 
'  done,  but  believe  it  to  take  place  during  the  late  autumn  or  early 
'  winter,  when  the  grass  is  killed  by  the  early  frost ;  the  conifers 
'  are  probably  al«o  browsed  when  snow  is  on  the  ground." 

It  is  stated  by  the  local  Forest  guards  that  this  browsing  takes 
place  in  the  summer  when  the  sheep  and  goats  first  come  up,  and 
the  young  needles  are  fresh  and  juicy. 

But  this  grazing  is  not  very  extensive  except  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  camping  grounds,  and  wherever  there  is  a 
sufficient  nu!i>ber  of  seedlings  on  the  ground  the  young  plants 
gradually  grow  up  and  form  thickets,  notably  in  the  case  of  the 
blue  pine.  The  great  diflFerence  in  the  reproduction  between  the 
Bodyar  forest  wifli  its  hot  dry  slopes  and  thick  matted  grass,  and 
ilukt  in  the  Missau  Forest  is  most  striking  and  the  principal  reasons 
for  this  will  be  given  hereafter. 

(^Tobe  continued.) 
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'•  Protected    Forests." 

In  the  April  number  of  the  Indian  Forester  an  article  headed 
"  A  plea  for  Protected  Forests  "  has  appeared  ;  and  though  the 
article  is  both  interesting  and  in  the  main  justly  supports  the 
point  contended  for,  it  nas  I  think  somewhat  missed  the  real 
objection  to  tJie  provisions  as  tliey  stand  in  Act.  VII  of  1878, 
regarding  Protected  Forests,  and  also  is  calculated  to  give  rise  to 
some  misapprehension  of  what  the  law  really  is.  It  was  no  part 
of  my  intention  in  the  Manual  (and  this  will  I  hope  be  still  clearer 
in  my  shortly  forthcoming  "  Lectures  on  Forest  Law  ")  to  object 
to  making  legal  provision  for  the  protection  of  lands  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  treat  under  Chapter  II. 
If  lands  are  liable  to  be  washed  away  (and  such  lands  seem  to 
be  mostly  in  the  contemplation  of  the  writer  in  the  April  Number) 
it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  any  extensive  rights  of  user  in 
them  and  that  alone  would  justify  their  being  placed  under  a 
system  less  complete  than  Chapter*  I  describes  But  even  so,  the 
procedure  under  Chapter  II  would  be  very  easy  when  there  are 
no  rights,  for  it  is  then  very  much  a  matter  of  form. 

It  has  always  been  contempleted  (vide  the  Burma  Act, 
XIX  ot  1881)  that  there  should  be  legal  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  forest  and  waste  lands  which  (for  any  cause)  it  is 
not  desirable  to  demarcate  and  settle  expensively.  The  cases  in 
which  such  provisions  can  be  carefully  applied  are  chiefly:  (1) 
where  the  conditions  are  undeveloped,  and  it  is  not  certain  whether 
the  area  is  really  wanted  as  permanent  forest,  or  whether  it  had  not 
better  be  (ultimately)  given  up  to  cultivation;  (2)  where  there  are 
no  rights  of  any  kind,  so  that  there  is  really  no  need  of  any  action 
but  clear  demarcation,  and  an  announcement  of  the  public  right 
and  public  control  of  the  area,  so  that  new  comers  and  others  in 
future  may  not  imagine  that  the  area  is  "  no  man's  land  "  and 
available  for  them  to  do  what  they  like  with;  (3)  where  there  are 
such  complications  that  some  kind  of  protection,  however  im- 
perfect, is  better  then  none.  And  1  may  now  add  such  a  case  as 
that  now  put  forward — riverain  forests  where  the  alluvial  area  is 
liable  to  constant  change. 

But  the  objection  to  Chapter  IV.  is  its  aeneral  principle ; 
that  it  appears  to  allow  the  forests  permanently  required  by  all 
social,  economical  and  climatic  conditions  and  possibly  burdened 
with  rights,  to  be  called  "  Protected  Forests' — ^although  none  of 
the  essential  elements  of  a  really  definite  security  of  the  area  as 
State  property   (for  the  public  benefit,)  are  provided. 

Chapter  II  alone  represents  the  conditions  under  which  a 
forest  permanently  wanted  for  the  good  of  the  country  can  be 
fully  and  legally  established.  The  whole  question  depends  on  the 
existence  of  rights  (or  long  standing  practices  which  are  equitably 
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regarded  as  rights).  All  waste  land  belongs  in  theory  to  the  State, 
this  being  one  of  the  most  ancient  land  rights  known  in  India. 
But  time,  neglect,  and  many  other  circumstances  have  brought 
about  a  state  of  things  in  which  the  rights  of  the  State  have  been 
mixed  up  (so  to  speak,)  with  what  have  become  (or  are  allowed 
to  be)   tne  prescriptive  rights  of  villages  or  private  persons. 

These  are  vague  and  indefinite  in  most  cases.  If  there  are  no 
rights,  no  questions  to  be  adjusted,  then  of  course  there  is  no 
serious  difficulty  about  the  procedure,  even  that  under  Chapter 
II  becomes  short  and  easy.  But  when  the  forest  is  very  much 
needed  by  the  people,  and  therefore  numerous  demands  for  graz- 
ing, wood-cutting  and  other  rights  have  grown  up  there,  it  is 
evident  that  we  want  a  permanence  of  the  forest  area,  and  its 
cultivation  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  continued  productiveness — 
its  always  going  on  fulfilling  its  useful  functions  ;  and  that  in 
the  lon£  run  will  not  be  done  if  rights  are  not  settled,  if 
vague  cuiims  are  not  defined,  and  if  it  is  uncertain  what  rights 
Gk>vemment  has  and  what  rights  other  people  have,  and  are  still 
acquiring,  bv  lapse  of  time.  Chapter  IV,  it  is  evident  (on  an 
analysis  of  it)  does  not  effect  this  :  I  cannot  weary  you  by  going 
into  the  whole  case,  but  permit  me  to  remind  you  that,  in  ninety- 
nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  what  is  wanted  is  not  the  knowledge 
(a  record)  that  some  person  or  persons  has  a  general  unlimited 
right  of  'grazing'  ( — anything  and  everything  at  any  time)  or  of 

*  woodcutting ',  but  a  power  to  decide  :  to  say  as  a  Settlement 
Officer,    '  I  admit  as  a  fair  representation  of  what  this  man,  or  this 

*  farm  really  needs,  and  what  his  (or  its)  equitably  acknowledged 
'  right  ougnt  to  be,  that  he  can  graze  so  many  cows  and  oxen,  so  many 

*  sheep,  (or  whatever  it  is)   in  certain  months,   and  under   certain 

*  conditions,  which  are  needed  for  the  safety  of  the  estate.'  Without 
that  however,  a  mere  enquiry  and  record  of  rights  such  as  Sec.  28 
vaguely  prescribes  is  of  no  use  to  the  forest,  and  very  little  to  the 
rigntholders.  Admittedly  then,  an  officer  could  be  appointed  to  make 
such  an  enquiiy  (which  mav  be  conceded  by  a  process  of  inference, 
bat  no  power  exists  to  enable  the  officer  to  define  or  decide  anything, 
nor  is  tnere  any  appeal  against  a  decision  if  one  could  be  given. 
The  powers  cannot  be  conferred  by  Rules*  for  it  is  an  obvious 
principle  that  Rules  may  fill  in  details,  but  cannot  be  used  to 
extend  the  scope  of  an  Act,  and  convey  distinct  powers,  which 
the  Act  itself  does  not  give,  and  indeed  rather  pointedly  omits. 
The  whole  difficulty  was,  that  the  Committee  wno  revised  the 
draft  Act  did  not  understand  the  subject,  and  they  insisted  on 
putting  in  Sec.  28,  not  to  protect  the  forest,  but  to  protect  the 
right-holders  against  the  wicked  and  grasping  Forest  Officer  1 
They  perceived  fliat  they  must  leave  it  vague,  for  if  they  provided  the 


*  I  must  here  point  out  that  Section  71  is  no  help,  no  power  of  deciaion  is 
^▼en. 
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necessary  apparatus  of  letting  there  be  a  regular  officer,  with  power 
to  decide  and  to  define,  and  with  an  appeal  against  his  order,  what 
would  become  of  the  diflference  between  Chapter  II  and  Chapter 
IV  (as  altered  by  them)  ?  The  framers  of  the  Act  as  it 
originally  stood,  always  intended  that,  when  for  some  reason  a 
complete  and  permanent  settlement  was  not  desirable  or  possible, 
protection  should  be  given  by  certain  provisions,  but  that  no  attempt 
should  be  made  to  do  the  work  of  settlement,  Le.  to  define  and 
record  rights.  It  was  always  intended,  that  if  anyone  were 
prosecuted  (which  practically  would  rarely  happen,)  and  he  set  up 
as  a  plea — '  I  did  this  because  I  had  a  right ' — tne  plea  should  (if 
fairly  probable  or  established,)  be  am  entirely  sufficient  answer. 
The  wnole  objection  to  Chapter  IV,  then,  is  not  that  such  a  chapter 
properly  drafted  is  not  useful  in  certain  cases,  but  that  an  important 
and  inconclusive  procedure  should  not  (merely  to  save  trouble  and 
expense,)  be  applied  to  forests  in  which  rights  ought  to  be  settled 
once  for  all  :  and  there  is  an  obvious  temptation  to  save  trouble 
by  declaring  forests  '  Protected  '  which,  if  they  are  in  the  midst 
of  a  large  population  and  much  utilized  by  right-holders,  will — 
as  certamly  as  anything  can  in  this  world  be  predicted — slowly 
but  surely  deteriorate  and  finally  disappear  altogether.  There 
ought  to  be  only  one  class  of  forest  regularly  and  sufficiently 
esiablished  to  secure  its  area  from  being  frittered  away,  and  ite 
management^  being  such  as  will  enable  the  productiveness— ^r 
wJiatever  is  wanted^  whether  large  timber  for  D.  P.  W.  or  small 
stuff,  or  grazing  for  the  villages — ^to  be  sustained. 

In  a  "  protected  "  forest,  new  rights  may  always  he  grow- 
ing up  uuless  extraordinary  care  is  taken,  and  if  it  is  once  admitted 
that  one  person  or  another  has  some  kind  of  grazing,  wood-cutting 
or  other  right,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  fix  '  how  much '  or 
'  how  many '  or  any  other  feature  of  the  rights  which  is  at  present 
uncertain. 

I  do  not  know  where  the  writer  gets  the  idea  that  in  a  regular 
forest,  work  canuot  be  done  till  settlement  is  over,  while  it  can  in 
the  other  case.  Certainly  the  Act  contains  no  such  provisions.  The 
forest  being  proposed  to  be  "  reserved  "  is  necessarily,  to  some 
extent,  the  property  of  Government  ;  and  neither  wood-cutting,  nor 

1)rivate  grazing  (as  it  exists,)  need  stop  for  the  settlement.  All  that  is 
egally  required  is  that  fresh  attacks  on  the  soil  (clearings,)  should 
not  be  made  so  as  to  introduce  fresh  complications  of  ownership  : 
also  that  new  rights  should  not  go  on  growing  up  or  that  rights  as 
yet  unestablished  should  complete  a  term  of  years  by  prescription. 
feut  Government  is  not  obliged  to  suspend  its  work  if  any  is  going 
on,  any  more  than  a  person  having  a  plot  of  land  in  the  forest 
would  be  obliged  to  cease  cutting  his  crop  or  weeding  the  field  ; 
nor  would  existing  grazing  be  stopped.  The  whole  question  I  may 
repeat,  is  one  of  the  existence  of  riguts:  these,  if  not  settled,  have  an 
awkward  way  of  growing  and  spreading  till  in  the  end  the  attempt 
to  contest  the   forest  is  given   up.     Kiere  cannot  be  two  ways  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


297 

securing  an  area  as  a  public  estate  for  all  time.  For  ifoneofthe 
trays  legally  effects  the  object,  the  other  must  be  snperflaoas. 
There  can  only  be  one  class  of  legally  secure  forests  ;  there  may  be 
other  areas  which  though  confessedly  not  secure,  are  placed  under  a 
certain  degree  of  protection.  It  is  a  matter  of  local  convenience 
and  of  a  consideration  of  all  the  probabilities  of  the  future  to  deter- 
mine "whether  a  secure  forest-property  should  be  constituted.  The 
danger  is  to  suppose,  that  witn  forest  really  wanted,  whether  by  the 
local  population,  or  by  the  State  for  valuable  timber,  you  can  shirk  the 
really  needed  elements  of  legal  and  final  security  under  Chapter  II, 
by  resorting  to  a  (supposed)  other  form  of  permanent  forest,  which 
is  really  not  satisfactory.  Can  any  one  point  to  a  single  *  Protected 
Forest '  in  India  which  is  burdened  with  rights  and  which  ought  .to 
be  secure  for  all  time,  that  has  had  the  rights  defined  so  that  they 
cannot  grow,  and  that  is  so  ordered  that  new  rights  cannot  arise  in 
it  ?  The  record  made  under  section  28  can  have  no  other  effect 
than  that  of  informing  Government  that  a  number  of  rights  either 
really  exist  or  are  claimed,  so  the  Government  may,  if  it  thinks  rights 
fire  nnmeTous^  decline  to  allow  the  forest  to  be  gazetted.  That  is 
really  the  sole  object  and  intention  of  the  alteration.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  in  1878  at  any  rate,  the  one  (inveterate)  idea 
prevailing  in  official  circles  was,  that  if  a  forest  was  much  overrun  by 
the  grazing  and  other  requirements  of  neighbouring  villages,  the  one 
and  only  thing  to  do,  was  to  give  it  up,  without  control,  to  the  villages, 
and  abstain  from  including  it  in  the  list  of  Government  forests 
altogether.  It  is  supposed  that  somehow  it  would  go  on  (at  least  for 
immeasurably  longtime),  supplying  what  the  villages  wanted,  without 
any  care  or  cultivation.  At  best,  it  was  vaguely  dreamed,  that  in 
time,  the  villagers  might  be  induced  to  do  something  of  their  own 
accord  to  adopt  measures  of  reproduction. 

The  securing  of  area  and  the  settlement  of  rights  is,  if  anything, 
tnor^  wanted  in  forests  very  much  in  demand  for  satisfying  village 
reqairements,  than  it  is  in  forests  which  are  valuable  to  the  State  as 
"  narseries   for  gigantic  teak   trees." 

I  trust  that  these  remarks  will  not  be  taken  as  ill-natured  or 
as  carping  at  a  useful  and  clearly  stated  paper  of  criticism.  On 
the  contrary,  the  appearance  of  such  a  paper  ought  to  be  hailed  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction.  Nothing  will  oe  more  conducive  to  the 
establishment  of  sound  ideas  of  Forest  law  in  practice,  than  the 
ventilation  of  the  whole  subject  and  the  examination  of  specific  cases 
in  the  lights  of  legal'principles  and  provisions  of  the  Acts,  such  as  have 
been,  I  think  almost  for  the  first  time,  done  in  the  paper  on  which  I 
have  been  remarking. 

B.  H.  B.  P. 

Oaford.May,  1898. 
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The  Revenue  of  the  frussian  State  Forests. 

The  annexed  diagram  with  the  following  remarks  taken  from 
the  Forst  und  Jagd  Zeitung  may  be  of  interest  to  foresters. 

The  area  of  the  State  Forests  of  Prussia  is  about  2^  million 
hectares  or,  say,  6,175,000  acres.  The  expenditure  amounts  to 
about  50  per  cent,  of  the  gross  revenue  :  the  net  surplus  during 
the  last  20  years  has  varied  between  22  and  28  million  marks,  bnt 
in  the  last  two  years  has  reached  35  million  marks. 

During  the  past  25  years,  the  gross  revenue  has  risen  from  44 
to  73  million  marks  and  10  millions  of  this  increase  has  taken 
place  in  the  last  2  or  3  years. 

The  increase  in  area  during  this  period  has  been  about  4 
per  cent,  but  about  the  same  area  has  been  removed  from  Statr 
forest  in  the  extinction  of  rights  and  whilst  the  area  given  was 
stocked  with  good  forest,  that  acquired  is  either  unstocked  oe 
contains  only  young  growth. 

The  average  sale  price  of  the  outturn  has  not  increased  ;  the 
outturn  however  has  increased  from  7  to  nearly  10  millions  cubic 
metres. 

The  conclusions  arrived  at  are  that,  the  selling  price  being 
constant,  the  yield  and  the  gross  revenue  have  increased  by  l/3rd, 
whilst  the  expenditure  and  tne  net  revenue  still  retain  the  same 
proportion  viz.y  50  per  cent,  of  the  gross  income.  The  net 
revenue  per  hectare,  viz.,  from  9  to  13  marks,  is  twice,  in  some 
cases  thrice,  more  in  other  states  of  the  German  empire,  l3ut  experi- 
enced foresters  have  doubts  whether  this  high  revenue  is  not  exacted 
at  the  cost  of  the  future  and  at  any  rate  a  nigh  surplus  is  depen- 
dent on  so  many  circumstances  that  it  is  by  itself  no  criterion  of  the 
skill  and  knowledge  of  the  Forest  Officer.  The  increase  in  gross 
revenue  in  the  last  few  years  is  entirely  due  to  more  extensive 
fellings  but  it  is  not  shown  whether  this  increase  in  outturn  is  justi- 
fied by  an  increase  increment  and  therefore  whether  or  not  the 
future  revenue  of  the  forests  is  injuriously  afiPected.  It  is  easy  to 
increase  the  gross  revenue  from  a  forest  by  more  extensive  or 
intensive  fellings,  but  the  aim  of  the  Forest  Officer  should  be  not 
to  fell  more  trees  but  to  grow  more  and  better  timber. 

S.E— W. 


forests  Versus  Insects. 

It  is  not  only  in  the  cases  which  attract  general  notice,  as  in 
that  of  the  sal  trees  in  Assam  which  are  said  to  have  been  com- 
pletely defoliated  throughout  two  hundred  miles  of  Forest  in  1878, 
or  in  that  of  the  teak  plantations  in  Lower  Burma  which  have 
recently  been  attacked  by  an  insect  reported  as  doing  as  much  or 
more  damage  than  an  ordinary  forest  fire,  that  injury  is  occasioned 
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to  forests  bj  insects  in  India.  For  damage  is  constantly  going*  on- 
dmost  unnoticed  upon  a  scale  which  interferes  to  a  serious  ei^tent 
with  the  operations  of  the  Forest  Department.  For  proof  one  need 
go  no  furtner  from  the  Forest  School  than  the  nearest  highway, 
where  nine-tenths  of  the  young  toon  trees  that  line  the  road  am 
stunted  and  their  value  as  timber  greatly  reduced  by  the  toon  borer, 
which  destroys  the  leading  shoots  almost  as  fast  as  they  are  put 
forth.  Again,  a  walk  down  the  Dehra  Canal  road  brings  one  to' 
spendid  clump  of  bamboos  whose  value  must  be  lowered  in  a  very 
great  degree  by  the  tiny  borer  which  so  frequently  reduces  dry 
bEimboos  to  powder.  But  it  is  useless  to  multiply  instances,  for 
throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  growth  of  almost  every  forest' 
tree  in  India,  fi*om  the  seed  which  is  likely  as  not  to  be  destroyed 
by  weevil,  to  the  timber  which  is  liable  to  be  eventnally  eaten  by 
white  ants,  there  is  hardly  a  itioment  when  it  is  not  to  some  extent 
subject  to  attack  from  one  kind  of  insect  ot  another. 

Something  can  no  doubt  occasionally  be  done,  when  tfae- 
damage  is  noticed,  but  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  curative' 
measures  are  too  costly  for  every  day  adoption  in -the  forest.  The 
question  therefore  of  the  general  measures  which  are  practicable- 
tor  reducing  liability  to  attack  is  of  very  great  importance.  The 
subject  is  one  upon  which  the  entomologist  by  himself  is  unable  to 
express  an  authoritative  opinion,   for  the  matter  largely  dependflf 

rn  practical  considerations  which  the  executive  forest  officer  is* 
le  in  a  position  to  weigh. 
The  majority  of  destructive  forest  insects  are  said  to  be  continue 
ously  present  in  greater  or  smaller  numbers  in  the  forest  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  they  are  kept  down  by  natural  enemies  and 
disease,  but  they  are  always  liable  to  increase.  A  hundred  eggs  is 
by  no  means  a  large  number  to  be  laid  by  a  single  insect,  and  as, 
in  the  majority  of  case^^,  several  generations  can  be  gone  through 
in  one  year,  muUipUcation  is  excessively  rapid,  whenever  abund- 
ance of  food  and  absence  of  natural  enemies  and  disease  happen  to 
occur  in  conjunction  with  weather  that  is  favourable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  species. 

The  presence  of  dead  and  dying  wood  in  a  forest  undoubtedly 
tends  to  promote  the  multiplication  of  boring  insects  of  all  kinds. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  with  bark  borers  which  often  do  a 
great  deal  of  damage.  Again,  fallen  leaves  and  litter,  when  left 
npon  the  ground,  serve  to  shelter  the  pupse  of  such  insects  as  the 
destractive  Teak  Hyhkea  from  the  birds  which  would  otherwise 
destroy  them.  Before  systematic  protection  was  organized,  forest 
fires  probably  served  to  some  extent  to  clear  the  ground  of  litter, 
though  the  service  thus  rendered  was  much  more  than  compensated 
for,  even  so  far  as  insects  were  concerned,  by  injury  to  the  vitality 
of  the  trees,  resulting  in  the  multiplication  of  boring  insects.  In 
forests  that  are  protected  from  fire,  and  where  the  litteir  is  not 
removed  artificially,  white  ants  are  believed  to  be  about  the  most 
important  agents  for  converting  dead   wood  into   valuable   soil. 
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Against  this  must  be  balanced  the  damage  these  insects  occasionally 
do  to  freshly  planted  trees,  and  their  ravages  in  dry  timber  and 
other  substances  not  intended  for  the  entertainment  of  Termites.  If 
white  ants  could  be  extirpated  elsewhere  it  would  no  doubt  be  most 
injurious  to  encourage  them  in  the  forest,  but  this  not  being  the 
case  it  may  very  possibly  prove  that  the  protection  of  their  nests 
is  in  many  cases  beneficial  upon  the  whole,  as  tending  very  materi- 
ally to  reduce  the  amount  of  dead  wood  and  litter  of  all  kinds. 
The  actual  removal  of  dead  wood  and  litter  from  the  forest  is  no 
doubt  most  desirable  wherever  it  is  practicable,  but  the  question  of 
when  this  is  the  case  must  depend  very  largely  upon  local  condi- 
tions. In  any  case,  the  removal  of  the  leaves,  though  desirable 
from  an  entomological  point  of  view,  is  not  likely  to  oe  approved 
by  the  forester  who  considers  them  useful  in  other  ways  to  the 
trees.  When  it  is  impossible  to  remove  dead  wood  altogether, 
stripping  ofF  the  bark  and  burning  it  is  the  next  best  thing,  as 
wood  is  much  less  liable  to  harbour  injurious  insects  when  deprived  of 
its  bark.  Prolonged  immersion  of  timber  in  water  is  also  said  to  be 
useful  for  the  same  purpose  and  is  already  largely  utilized  in  the 
case  of  bamboos,  though  it  is  difficult  to  say  to  what  extent  it  is  to 
be  recommended  unconditionally  for  other  timber. 

Another  feature  of  general  importance  is  the  fact  that  almost 
every  destructive  insect  prefers  some  particular  species  of  tree  for 
its  food,  though  it  may  also  attack  otner  trees  to  a  smaller  extent. 
A  forest  therefore  which  consist  of  a  mixed  assortment  of  different 
kinds  of  trees  offers  less  opportunity  for  wide-spread  injury  than 
one  which  consists  chiefly  of  single  species.  For  the  trees  which 
are  not  liable  to  attack  from  the  particular  insect  which 
happens  to  be  in  the  ascendant,  not  only  escape  themselves  but  abo 
tend  to  confine  damage  to  the  spot  where  it  originally  started. 
This  fact  has  been  largely  taken  advantage  of  within  the  last  few 
years  in  the  case  of  the  destructive  nun  caterpillars  in  the  forests 
of  Central  Europe  where  belts  were  formed  round  infested  areas 
bv  clearing  away  the  spruce  undergrowth  which  was  found  to  be 
cniefly  liable  to  attack. 

Again,  the  importance  of  protecting  insectivorous  animals  of 
all  kinds,  and  especially  insectivorous  birds,  is  very  generally 
appreciated.  The  number  of  destructive  insects  destroyed  oy  birds 
in  India  is  believed  to  be  stupendous,  (1)  and  it  is  most  desirable 
to  afford  every  possible  protection  to  the  species  that  are  of  use. 
Care  however  should  be  taken  to  discriminate  between  such  habi- 
tually insectivorous  birds  as  the  ground  thrush  {Pitta)y  which  may 
be. looked  upon  as  purely  beneficial,  and  such  species  as  the  rosy 
pastor  starling  {Pastor  roseus)  which  is  said  to  do  more  harm  in 
devouring  seed  than  good  in  eating  up  insects. 

(1)  Major  Bingham  writes  with  regard  to  the  destructive  Teak  Hyblsa  in 
Burma,  that  a  plantation  attacked  by  this  insect  is  a  wonderful  scene  of  activity, 
as  numbers  of  Jungle  fowl,  ground  thrashes  (Pitta)  and  insectivorous  birds  of 
aU  kinds  crowd  to  the  spot  to  feed  upon  the  caterpillars. 
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We  have  seen  that  the  multiplication  of  destractive  pests 
depends  to  an  enormons  extent  upon  the  presence  or  absence  of 
parasitic  and  predaceous  insects  and  of  disease.  These  are  elements 
of  the  very  greatest  importance  and  deserve  careful  consideration, 
though  comparatively  little  has  been  ascertained  upon  the  subject 
in  India.  Extensive  experiments,  in  some  cases  attended  with  pro- 
mising results,  are  being  conducted  in  diflferent  parts  of  the  world 
in  connection  with  the  possibility  of  controlling  them  artificially. 
The  matter  may  not  improbably  become  of  immense  practical 
importance  hereafter,  and  in  any  case  should  prove  most  interesting 
for  forest  officers  to  study,  though  it  has  not  yet  advanced  to  the 
stage  of  immediate  utility. 

Calcutta,         1  E.  C.  COTES. 

19th  May  1893.      J 


Obituary,  E.  J.   N.  James. 

We  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  at  Ohittagong  of  Mr.  E.  J.  N. 
James,  Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengal.  Mr. 
James  was  an  Eurasian.  He  joined  the  Department  as  a  pro- 
bationary Sub-Assistant  Conservator,  in  December,  1886.  After 
following  the  course  of  instruction  at  Dehra  Dun,  he  obtained  the 
Ranger's  Certificate  in  July,  1889,  passing  "  with  honours  "  in  Ma- 
thematics and  Forest  Law,  and  was  appointed  a  J  Sub-Assistant 
Conservator,  3rd  grade.  At  the  time  of  this  death  Mr.  James 
was  an  Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of  the  3rd  grade. 

Mr.  James  was  of  a  quiet  and  retiring  disposition,  steady  and 
hard-working,  and  always  ready  to  undertake  cheerfully  whatever 
work  was  enlTusted  to  nim.  He  was  generally  known  as  one  of 
the  best  Officers  of  the  Provincial  Forest  Service. 


II--OORRElSI»01SriD-A.ITOE3. 


Ji  '  Bureau   de   I^echerches.^ 

Sib, 

Every  one  is  agreed  that  much  energy  is  wasted  in  India  by 
officers  laboriously  working  out  questions  which  perhaps  have 
beeu  already  definitely  settled  elsewhere,  and  although  to  some 
extent  this  can  be  avoided  by  reading  "  The  Indian  Forester  " 
and  all  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  diflFerent  Provinces,  yet  the 
diffdsion    of  knowledge  in  this  way  is  only  partial    because  it 
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depends  on  personal  whim  wfaetheror  not  thcr  restdts  ia6j>nblished 
in  '^  The  Forester/'  while  to  wade  through  Annnd  Reports  is 
not  enticing;  oould  not.  therefore,  some  better  system  ta  derised  ? 
I  would  suggest  that  some  especially  qualified  officer  should  be 
appointed  to  ooUect  and  note  on  all  such  matters,  with  die  liberty 
to  travel  to  any  part  of  India  and  see  the  diiBPerent  experiments 
in  action.  This  officer  should,  I  think,  be  snoordinaie 
the  Director  of  the  Forest  School  and  should  with  him  form  a 
"  Bureau  de  redierche,"  while  the  results  of  their  enqcdries  might  be 
regularly  published  in  the  Indian  Foretter^  and  so  enable  eveiyone 
to  know  exactly  whera  to  turn  for  information  o£  this  sort 
Further,  I  should  make  the  Indian  Forester  a  slate  ^xmoeiti  and 
relieve  the  Honorary  Editor  of  much  of  the  worry  which  he  now 
has  to  undergo)  and  mat  he  undergoes  purely  from  public  spirit 
To  compare  oig  things  with  small,  it  is  enough  to  remember  what 
immense  strides^  medicine  haa  made  through  the  medium  of 
publicly  endowed  institutions  to  see  how  a  *^  Bureau  de.  recherche" 
must  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

I  am  aware  this  is  not  a  new  idea,  but  without  a  litttle 
drumming  such  things  do  not  as  a  rule  arrive  at  the  stage  of 
aeoomplisoed  facts.  I  trust,  Mr^  Editor,  yoa  will  lend  jmt 
influence  to  forward  tins  cause* 

T. 


A  Departmefntal'  Blazer, 

Sir, 

I  do  not  think  that  amy  of  the 'colours  given  in  the  May  Num- 
ber are  quite  what  we  want  for  the  Departmental  colours;  I  would 
suggest  olive  green  and  dark  crimson  for  the  blazer,  the  green 
might  be  2  inches  wide,  and  the  crimson  i  or  ^  ineh,  and  for  ribbons 
Ac,  in  proportion.  Why  should  we  confine  ourselves  to  greens  only 
as  if  no  other  colours  were  ever  to  be  seen  in  a  forest. 

I  am  sure  the  Coopers  Hill  members  will  on  further  reflec- 
tion agree  to  join  the  movement  for  Departmental  colours.  I  have 
constantly  seen  an  Eton  and  Cambridge  man,  a  fellow  of  his 
College  and  now  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Indian  Gvil  Service 
wearing  the  Punjab  Commission  colours,  why  then  should  a 
member  of  the  Forest  Department,  albeit  a  Coopers  Hill  man,  be 
ashamed  to  wear  Forest  Colours. 

We  do  not  want  any  horns,  or  trees,  or  anything  *  bisarre  '  or 
childish,  but  a  combination  of  simple  colours  which  will  be  neat 
and  distinctive. 

As  to  the  ranks  which  shall  be  entitled  to  wear  the  colours :  as 
the  *  blazer '  is  eminently  an  English  garment  its  use  should  be 
restricted  to  Englishmen,  but  there  can  be  no  objection  to  any 
member  of  the  executive  staff  wearing  the  Forest  ColMTsin  ribbons, 
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or  even  in  turbans,  or  in  coats  of  the  shapes  ordinarily  worn  by 
natiyes;  in  fact,  the  tarban  selected  for  the  subordinate  staff  in  the 
Punjab  is  almost  exactly  of  the  colours  here  suggested  being 
"  green  with  red  edging,"  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  i'nproved  on 
for  neatness  of  appearance  or  for  durability  of  colour. 

C.  ¥.  B. 


Eucalyptus  and   JIalaria. 

Sib, 

In  the  ^Forester'  for  June  1893,  it  is  stated  in  an  extract  from 
a  paper  by  Mr.  Franklin  B.  Hough,  that  the  formation  of  a  planta- 
tion of  Eucalyptus  round  the  monastery  of  Tre-Fontane  near  Rome 
has  resulted  in  the  monastery  becoming  habitable,  such  had  been 
also  my  idea  until  a  week  ago  when  Monseigneur  Philabert 
Termoz,  representatiye  of  les  missions  dtranghres  of  France  at  the 
Vatican,  who  is  now  trayelliuff  in  the  £}ast  visiting  these  missions, 
told  me  that  all  of  a  sudden  three  years  ago,  after  malarial 
feyers  had  aU  but  disappeared  from  the  monastery,  the  place  had 
become  almost  as  deadly  as  before  and  continues  to  remain  so. 

It  will  be  extremely  interesting  to  find  out  why  the  beneficial 
efiects  of  the  plantation  have  so  su<Menly  ceased  after  having  pro- 
mised so  welL  Is  it  because  the  massif  has  become  too  dense  to 
allow  of  an  uninterrupted  evaporation  direct  from  the  soil  in 
addition  to  the  transpiration  from  the  trees  ?  We  foresters  are 
aware  that  in  wet  lands  the  leaf-canopy  should  not  be  allowed 
to  dose  up  if  we  wish  the  ground  to  be  dry  enough  for  the  produc- 
tion of  seedlings. 

Baboda,         1 
1st  Jidy,  1893.   f  E.  E.  FERNANDEZ. 


Freezing  Temperature  of  Forest  Trees. 

Deab  Sib, 

I  read  the  following  in  Boppe*s  Sylviculture — "  Quelques 
'  esp^s,  6bmme  I'olivier  et  I'oranger,  meurent  gelees  sous 
•Tinfluence  d'un  froid  prolong^  i  la  temperature  de-J**;  d'autres, 
*  comme  le  pin  sylvestre  et  le  bouleau,  supportent,  sans  .paraitre 
'  en  souflFrir,  un  froid  de-40°." 

Can  any  one  tell  me  at  what  temperature  Sal  and  Teak  are 
frozen  :  —(i)  in  hoUows;  and  (ii)  in  other  places  ? 


T. 
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DurabiMty  of  Railway  Sleepers- 

The  aoanal  statonent  published  by  the  Pnblic  Works  Depart- 
ment shewing  the  progress  of  the  experiments  to  test  the  dorability 
o£  railway  sleepers  takes  ns  to  the  end  of  1891. 

On  the  Ajmeres-Khaiiilif  a '  section  of   the  Bajpntana-Malwa 
Bailway,   sleepers  of  deodar,   creosoted  pine,  kahoo  (Terminalia 
Arjunajy  sal,  anjaa,  and.  teak  were  laid  down  in  1876.    The  follow- 
ing are  the  the  results,  at  the  end  of  15  years : — 
of  the  Deodar  ...  .        " 

,^     oai    ...  ... 

„     Kahoo 

„    Anjan 

,f     xeaK  ••• 

„     Creosoted  pine     ... 

In  another  section  of  the  same  railway  creosoted  pine  shewed 
41  per  cent  sound  at  the  end  of  11  years. 

On  the  Rewari^Ferosepur  section,  1,166  Deodar  were  laid  down 
in  1882 ;  and  in  9  years,  288,  or  nearly  25  per  cent  had  been  removed ; 
but  a  very  much  larger  proportion  of  creosoted  pine  had  to  be  taken 
out  at  the  end  of  4  years. 

On  the  North  Western  Railway,  in  the  experiment  of  1877,  only 
100  Deodar  sleepers  have  had  to  be  removed  out  of  1, 116  laid  down 
originally,  shewing  that  91  per  cent  have  lasted  14  years.  In  the 
other  experiments  on  this  railway,  the  results  are  not  quite  so  good. 

Sal  is  the  principal  timber  experimented  with  on  the  Eastern 
Bengal  Railway,  with  varying  results :  on  the  main  line  62  per 
cent  were  still  sound  at  the  end  of  14  years,  while  on  the  Rungpore 
branch,  after  12  years,  78  per  cent  of  the  sleepers  were  still  good. 
Experiments  on  this  railway  with  regard  to  iron-wood  are  also 
being  made,  but  it  is  too  early  yet  to  say  anything  about  the  result 

The  conclusion  is  the  same  as  that  arrived  at  last  year,  viz.  that 
of  the   timber    under  trial.  Deodar  has  hitherto  proved  the  best. 

A.  S. 


The  Grasses  of  the  SaDiIur  Jlills. 

I  We  have  received  from  the  Madras  Government 'the  Report  of 

^  the  Government  Botanist  Mr.  M.  A.  Lawson  on  some  of  the  grasses 

of  the  Sandur  Hills  in  Bellary  which  were  sent  to  him  for  identifi- 
cation. The  following  remarks  of  Mr.  Lawson  on  the  condition  of 
the  specimens  sent,  shew  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
practical  teaching  in  the  drying  and  preservation  of  plants  now 
taught   at  the  Forest  School  wm  not  be  wasted. 

"  The  specimens  were   not  properly  prepared  and   had  to   be 
'  macerated  m  water,  separated,  and  re-dried,  before  they  could  be 
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*  named.     The  condition  in  which  they  are  returned  is  the   one 
i^iich  they  should  have  been  sent." 
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yimended  descriptions  of  Reserved  forest  boundaries. 

The  following  Circular  has  recently  issued  on  this  subject. 
^^  Cases  arise  in  which  it  may  be  desirable  to  publish,  by  means  of  a 
Afresh  notification,  amended  descriptions  of  the  boundaries  of  forest- 

*  reserves  already  notified  under  section  19  of  the  Indian  Forest  Act, 

*  or  under  other  forest  enactments.  It  has  been  ascertained  that 
^  there  is  no  legal  objection  to  this  course,  if  the  fresh  notification 
^  merely  provides  for  the  substitution  of  a  more  exact  and  definite 
^  description  of  the  boundaries  for  that  which  was  originally  notified, 

*  and  which,  though  purporting  to  describe  the  boundaries  as  they 
^  existed  at  the  time,  nas  subsequently  become  incorrect  or  proved  to 

*  be  open  to  misconstruction. 

'  The  procedure  permitted  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  must  not 
^  be  held  to  extend  to  any  such  alteration  of  the  boundaries  on  the 

*  ground  as  would  involve  either  the  inclusion  of  new  areas  or  the 

*  exclusion  of  any  lands  which  have  been  declared  by  the  previous 

*  notification  to  be  reserved  forest.  Such  changes  require  either  a 
^new  settlement  of  the  additions  it  is  proposed  to  make,  or,  in  the 

*  case  of  dlsforestation,  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Government  of 

*  India." 


Ethnology  in  India. 

We  have  received  from  the  Government  of  India  papers  re- 
lating to  the  Ethnological  enquiries  now  being  carried  out  all  over 
India  with  Mr.  H.  H.  Risley,  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  as  general 
Editor  and  referee.  The  enquiries  will,  of  course,  bring  out  and 
record  an  immense  amount  of  valuable  information,  and,  iiioogh 
we  see  that  the  Forest  Department  is  not  mentioned  in  the  orders, 
we  feel  sure  that  there  are  manv  Forest  Officers  who  might  be 
consulted  with  great  advantage,  for  there  are  probably  few  of  its 
servants  in  India  from  whom  Government  could  obtain  information 
regarding  jungle  tribes  and  their  maimers  and  customs  so  easily  as 
from  those  who  manage  its  forests. 


Analysis  of  the  bark  of  Cassia  Auriculata. 

We  have  received  official  papers  regarding  some  analysis  of 
this  bark  so  well  known  under  the  name  of '  Avaram  '  or  '  Taugedn 
throughout  Southern  India,  which  were  made  by  Mr.  D.  Hooper, 
the  Nilgiri  Quinologist,  for  the  Mysore  Forest  Department.  Ap- 
parently, at  first,  the  specimens  sent  were  of  young  twigs  only  and 
so  the  Inspector-General  of  Forests  and  Plantations  of  My-soro 
complained  to  the  Government  of  Madras  and   on   enquiry  the  fact 
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was  reported.     As  Mr.  Lawson  very    properly   pointed   out,  ''the 
chemist  is  entirely  dependant  upon  those  who   send  articles    for 
analysis    for    their    sampling.^'     Mr.    Hooper's    report    ranas    as 
follows  : — 

"  The  Inspector-General  of  Forests  quotes  an  analysis  of  tangedu 
'  bark  made  by  me  four  years- ago  and  notices  a  discrepancy  between 
'  the  results  and  those  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  a  sample  of  the 
'bark  made    in  England    by   Professor    Hummel.    The    sample 
'  was  supplied  me  by  Mr.  Cameron  and  it  consisted  of  young  thin 
'  bark  in  small  quills  and  contained  much  chlorophyll.     It  yielded 
' the  following  on  analysis  : —  ^.,^ 

'Tannin       ...  ...  ...  ...     11*92 

'  Insoluble  tannin  (phlobaphene)       ...  ...       2*30 

'  Watery  extract  ...  ..•  ...     22*35 

.Ajsn  ..»  .*•  •••  •••         4*XD 

'Moisture    ..»  ...  •••  •••       7*26 

'  On  receiving  this  letter  from  the  Inspector-General  of  Forests, 
'  1  at  once  wrote  for  a  sample  of  tangedu  oark  as  used  in    the  tan- 
'  neries  in  Mysore  district,  and  Mr.  Cameron  very  kindly  supplied 
'  me  with  a  3  tb.  sample. 

'  This  bark  was  evidently  from  an  older  shrub  as  it  was  thicker 
'  and  in  larger  quills,  and  the  tincture  of  the  bark,  made  with  rec- 
'  tified  spirit,  was  brown  and  not  green  as  in  the  former  case.     It 
'  yielded  on  analysis  the  following  constituents  :— 

'Tannin     ...  ...  ..•  ...       2012 

'  Insoluble  tannin  (phlobaphene)     ...  ...         4*90 

'  Watery  extract  ...  ...  ...       29*00 

'Ash         ...  ...  ...  ...         6*40 

'Moisture  •••  ...  ...  ...         7*80 

'  The  amount  of  tannin  was  the  mean  of  two  separate  determi- 
'  nations,  and  this  result  was  controlled  by  another  estimation  made 
'  by  a  different  process.  After  exhausting  the  bark  by  means  of 
'  spirit  and  water,  a  rich  coloring  matter  was  dissolved  out  of  the 
'  bark  witii  alkaline  solutions.  The  tannin  gave  a  blue-black  colour 
'  with  iron  salts  and  therefore  resembled  gaUotannic  acid. 

'  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  analyses  that  the  discrepancy 
'  referred  to  in  t}ie  letter  from  Mysore  was  due  to  the  fact  tnat  1 
'  was  supplied  with  some  young  bark  of  Cassia  auriculata  in  the  first 
'  instance,  and  results  were  made  to  compare  with  the  analysis  of 
'  maturer  specimens  of  other  astringent  drugs.  That  there  is  a  great 
'  difference  in  the  amount  of  tannin  in  the  bark  taken  from  different 

*  parts  of  the  tree  will  be  demonstrated  from  the  results  obtained 
'  recently  in  analysing  some  Acacia  decurrens.  The  twig  bark  con- 
'  tained  14*7  per  cent,  of  tannin,  the  small  or  upper  stem  bark  25*4 
'  per  cent  and  the  thick  or  lower  stem  bark  33*4  per  cent. 

'  I  am  glad  to  have  had  this  opportunity  of  examining  the  well 
'  known  tangedu  bark  again,  and  trust  the  analysis  will  be  interesting 

*  and  satisfactory  to  the  Inspector-General  of  Forests,  Mysore,  and 
'  to  all  who  are  concerned  in  the  economic  products  of  this  country." 
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i^sr.-RH^sriH'ws. 


Annual  Forest  Administration    Reports  for   1891-92 

for  Madras. 

The  year  1891-92  sees  a  new  departure  in  the  Madras  Presi- 
dency in  that  insitead  of  printing  the  Conservators'  Reports  and 
then  reviewing  them,  •  the  Board  of  Revenue  has  prepared  the 
Reports  themselves  from  the  various  Districi  Reports  and  the 
remarks  of  the  Conservators  on  them.  The  consequence,  one  that 
any  experienceJ  Forest  Officer  might  have  foreseen,  is  unsatisfac- 
tory, for  the  Report  is  less  interesting  than  usual,  though  we  are  glad 
to  see  that  the  Board  themselves  are  folly  aware  of  its  defects  and 
have  or«<ered  that  in  future  Conservators  are  to  return  to  the 
system  of  submitting  Circle  Reports  with  the  District  ones  and  we 
presume  that  they  intend  to  extract  from  these  and  compile  an 
amalgamated  one  of  their  own.  It  is  clear  that  the  logical  deduc- 
tion would  be  that  the  Board  are  hard  pressed  to  find  work 
for  their  Secretaries.  After  all  what  use  can  all  this  amount  of 
reviewing  and  counter  reviewing  be;  this  prolonged  series  o{ post- 
mortem enquiries  into  matters  of  a-  year  which  has  long  passed 
into  ancient  history.  We  are  of  opinion  that  •  the  cumbersome 
system  of  longwinded  annual  reports  -with  reviews  of  many  pages  is 
a  drag  on  the  work  of  Forest  officers  in  all  Provinces,  but  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  it  seems  to  be  worse  than  anywhere,  for  not  only 
the  Conservators,  but  the  Board  of  Revenue,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  India  have  all  to  have  their  say.  A 
certain  amount  of  record  is  doubtless  necessary,  but  for  all  the  officers 
of  a  Department  to  be  forced,  after  a  year's  work  h^  come  to  an 
end,  to  sit  dovm  and  spend  days  which  might  better  be  devoted  to 
their  current  duties,  in  compiling  reports  and  statistics  which  very 
few  will  ever  consult,  and  m  writing  long  paragraphs  on  matters 
of  little  interest  to  anybody  outside,  seems  to  us  a  waste  of  time 
and  money.  And  the  more  so  is  this  the  case  as  it  is  not  only  the 
professional  officers  themselves  who  have  to  do  it,  but  those  of  the 
various  secretariats  have  to  analyse  and  write  more  until  the  whole 
subject  is  worn  threadbare  and  another  year's  results  have  come 
to  require  attention  instead.  We  hope  that  some  day  there  will 
be  a  change  and  that  a  General  Indian  Forest  Administration 
Report  wifl  issue  like  the  very  useful  ones  on  the  Railways  and 
the  Post  Office.  The  Conservators  would  send  up  briefer  but  more 
professional  reports  to  the  Inspector  General  and  he  could  submit 
one  General  Report  to  the  Government  of  India.     On  the  subject 
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of  the  Forest  Reports  and  the  position  of  the  Madras  Conservators 
we  are  glad  to  qnote  the  following  remarks  from  a  leading 
article  in  the  '  Madras  Mail'  which  shew  that  the  treatment 
accorded  to  the  Departmeiit  in  Madras,  has,  as  in  the  very  similar 
but  even  worse  case  of  Bombay,  attracted  the  attention  of  un- 
official observers. 

^'  In  a  purely  professional  matter  such  as  this   the   Board  has 

*  naturally  found  itself  in  considerable  difficulty,  and  has  felt 
'  obliged  to  ask  the  Conservators  to  prepare  in  future  a  brief 
'  Beport  on  the  working  of  their  Circles  and  the   general   progress 

*  of  operations  therein.  It  is  wonderful  that  the  Board  should  ever 
^  have  dreamt  that  it  was  capable  of  dealing  with  so  technical  a 
^  matter  adequately,  although  it  is  well-known  to  have  no  mean  idea 
^  of  its  own  omniscience.  Still,  we  cannot  but  regret  that  it  should 
'  endeavour  to  draw  a  parallel  between  the  relative  positions  of  the 

*  Forest  Conservators,  and  of  the   Deputy   Commissioner  of  Salt 

*  and  Abkari  ;  and  we  cannot  believe  that  the  Supreme  Govern- 
*'  ment  will  allow  such  a  subordination  to  continue  much  longer.  The 

*  Report  of  this  Department  in  future  should,  so  far  as  its  technical 

*  details  at  least  are  concerned,  be  prepared  by  professional   hands. 

*  It  is  of  little  use   reorganising  the  Department  if  the  superior 

*  officers  are  to  be   reduced   to   the   position   of  mere   forwarding 

*  agents  between  Collectors  and  the  Board,  and  if  they  are  not  to 

*  be  treated  as  really  responsible  for  the  working«of  the  bepartment." 

It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  officers  who  are  placed  in  the 
position  thus  described  will  do  their  best,  and  the  result  is  likely 
to  be  that  Qovemment  will  cx>ntinue  to  spend  some  six  thousand 
rupees  a  month  on  three  Conservators,  who  having  no  responsibility 
and  no  stimulus  to  exertion  will  wander  about  the  country  and 
do  perfunctory  work.  If  it  is  worth  while  for  Government  to 
employ  Conservators  (and  it  obviously  is  worth  while)  it  is  worth 
while  to  ^ve  them  some  position  and  some  responsibility  and  to 
Usten  to  tneir  advice  and  allow  them  scope  for  their  energy  in  pro- 
fessional  matters. 

We  are  very  far  from  complaining  of  the  Madras  system  by 
which  the  District  Forest  Officers  are  Assistants  to  the  Collectors 
and  our  views  have  already  been  expressed  in  these  pages,  and  were 
recently  corroborated  by  one  of  the  Forest  Officers  concerned,  in  the 
Article  in  our  May  number  signed  '  Coupe  de  regeneration.'  And 
a  practical  corroboration  is  afforded  by  the  article  ^  The  rights  of 
Khonds'  which  we  reprint  on  another  page.  But  while  we  hold 
this  part  of  the  Madras  system  to  be  the  best  in  India,  compelling 
as  it  does  the  Revenue  authorities  to  look  at  both  sides  of  all  Forest 
questions,  we  strongly  doubt  the  value  of  the  interference  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue  and  of  their  recent  reduction  of  the  Conservators 
to  mere  inspecting  officers.  We  would  draw  attention  to  the 
article  in  the  *  Madras  Weekly  Mail '  of  February  9th,  1893, 
entitled  'Figure  Heads  not  Heads,'  from  which  we  extract  the 
following  : — 
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'^  A  good  deal  has  been  lately  said  abont  the  autonomy  of  the 
^  Forest  Departments  in  India.      Here  in  Madras  the  4|iaMtimi  has 

*  taken  a  peculiar  form  of  its  own,  whereby  the  Conservators,  L  e,s 
*•  the  Heads  of  the  Department,  iiave  haoome  the  mere  figure-heads 
^of  it,  and  nothing  more.     It  would  be  curious  to  know  by  what 

S'    recess  of  ratiocination  it  was  that  such  a  clear-headed  official  as 
[r.  Bliss  arrived  at  the  scheme  of  organisation  which  has  now  been 
^working  for  a  short  time  past.     He  is  not  given  to   evolving 

*  camels  out  of  his  inner  consciousness,  and  his  "  creation  "  of  the 
'Salt  and  Abkari  Department  is  a  living  proof  that  he  understands 
*what  the  "chain  of  responsibility"  means.  The  extraordinary 
'  thing  in  connection  with  this  Madras  Forest  reorganisation  is  that 
^  the  Government  of  India  has  no  delusions  as  to  its  weak  points, 
'  and  is  desirous  of  putting  the  Conservators  on  an  entirely  different 
^  footing  by  forming  them  into  an  Advisory  Board,  with  a  common 
^  head-quarters  and  with  a  Forest  Secretary   subordinate  to  them. 

*  The  Inspector^Qeneral  of  Forests  is  understood  to  be  on  his  way 
Ho  Madras  now,  with  the  object  of  representing  the  Government 
^  of  India's  opinions  more  fully ;  but  he  has  been  told  in  so  many 
'  words  that  it  is  little  use  his  coming  and  that  he  had  much  better 

*  occupy  his  valuable  time  otherwise.  Briefly,  the  Conservators' 
^  case  IS  this.    The  Forest  Code  defines  the  position  of  the  Conser- 

*  vator  as  "  a  consulting  and  inspecting  officer  having  authority  in 
^  matters  of  finance  and  establishment. "     His  position  is  analagous 

*  to  that  of  Superintending  Engineer  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
^ment,  who,  under  the  Code  of  that  Department,  controls  all  the 
^  details  of  business  arising  in  the  Circle  with  which  he  is  concerned, 
^  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  who  affords 
^  Executive  Enginers  the  benefit  of  his  advice  in  the  performance 
'  of  their  duties.  But  the  position  of  the  Conservator  of  Forests, 
^  as  above  defined,  has  been  gradually  usurped  by  Collectors  on  the 

*  one  hand  and  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  on  the  other,  so  much  so 
*that  the  Government  quite  recently  ruled  that  a  Conservator 
^  must  be  content  to  occupy  the  position  of  inspecting  and  advising 
'  officer,  with  limited  authority  in  matters  of  establishment  ana 
'  power  of  control  in  matters  of  finance. 

'  If  the  expenditure  incurred  by  the  employment  of  three 

*  Conservators  in  this  Presidency,  amounting  to  more  than 
*Rs.  60,000  per  annum  (inclusive  of  establishment)  ,  is  justifiable, 
^  it  can  only  be  so  by  allowing  these  officers  to  exercise  the  powers 

*  conferred  on  their  confreres  in  the  provinces  under  the  Govem- 
'  ment  of  India,  in  which  the  Forest  Department  is  held  to  be  a 
'  scientific  department  to  be  administered  by  officers  specially 
'  trained  for  the  purpose.  Otherwise,  if  the  Forest  Department 
'  here  can  be  administered  by  Collectors  with  the  aid  of  District 
'  Forest  Officers  and  by  the  Board  of  Revenue,  the  post  of  Conser- 
'  vator  might  be  abolished  and  the  Department  might  be  amalga- 
'  mated  with  the  Land  Revenue  Department.  At  all  events,  such 
'  measures  would  be  in  the  direction  of  econo  my.     It  is  clearly 
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'needless    expenditure    to    maintain  these  well-paid  officers   for 

*  merely  perambulating  Districts    and    finding    fault   with   works 

*  undertaken  under  the  orders  of  Collectors.  " 

We  hope  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  Madras  has  a 
Governor  once  more  who  is  strong  enough  to  put  down  officialism, 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Government  of  India  and 
put  Conservators  of  Forests  once  more  into  their  proper  position 
mstead  of  being  mere  registrars  of  so  much  correspondence. 
If  there  is  one  Department  in  India  which  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  escape  from  the  trammels  of  office  routine  and  the  tyranny 
of  the  Babu  it  is  the  '  Forests '. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  notification  of  the  Re- 
served Forests  is  making  good  progress,  for  2,063  square  miles 
were  done  during  the  year,  bringing  the  area  on  April  1st 
1892,  up  to  7175  sq.  miles.  Selections  for  further  reser- 
vations are  being  made  in  most  Districts  and  we  are  glad  to  see 
that  the  extension  of  the  Forest  Act  to  the  Ganjam  Agency 
tracts  is  contemplated.  We  fear,  however,  it  is  the  old  story  of 
'  shutting  the  stable  door  ' — ^had  the  Government  of  10  years  ago 
listened  to  the  advice  of  that  old  experienced  Collector  Mr.  J.  G. 
Horsfall,  C.  I.  E.,  they  might  have  been  in  time  to  rescue  some 
of  the  big  timber  forests  in  a  good  condition. 

An  interesting  part  of  the  Report  is  the  paragraph  where  the 
Board  record  the  policy  of  the  Government  as  regards  grazing  and 
the  basis  of  their  settlement  of  the  question.    They  say  : — 

"  In  Government  reserves,  the  cattle  actually  required  for 
'  agricultural  and  domestic  purposes  have  been  held  to  have  the 
'  first  claim  and  surplus  animals  are  to  be  allowed  grazing  only 

*  when  the  circumstances  permit  of  it.    The  number  of  cattle  re- 
^  quired  for  agricultural  purposes  is  assumed  to  be  three  head  of 

'  cattle  per  holding,  the  '*  holding  "  being  taken  as  the  average 
'acreage  cultivated  by  a  pair  of  tilling  cattle  according    to   the 

*  ascertained  practice  in  each  taluk.    These  agricultural  cattle  are 
'to  be  charged  half  the  rates   of  fees  charged  for  other    cattle; 

*  and  for  the  latter  class  the  following  scale  of  fees  has  been  laid 
'  down  as  a  maximum  : — 

per  annum. 

RS.   A.    p. 

*Buffeloes  ...  ...  ...     0     8    0 

'  Bulls,  cows,  bullocks,  calves,  horses,  asses  and 

foals  ...  ...  ...     0    4    0 

*  Sheep  and  goats         ...  ...  ...     0     2    0 

'  Goats,    however,  are  to  be  excluded  altogether  or  confined 

*  to  special  restricted  areas.     In  unreserved  lands,  grazing  and  the 

*  cutting  of  grass  are  to  be  free  and  unrestricted — vide  rule   9  of 
'  the  rules  under  section  26  of  the  Act.     These  principles  received 

*  the  entire  approval  of  the  Government  of  India,  and  Collectors 

80 
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*  have  been  requested  to  give  effect  to  them,  reporting  in  due  cotlrae 

*  how  thev  propose  to  distinguish  agricultural  from  non-agricultu- 
'  ral  cattle." 

These  orders  might,  we  think,  be  followed  with  advantage  in 
other  Provinces,  but  there  is  one  point  which  seems  not  to  be 
discerned  and  that  is,  what  villages  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  cheaper 
rates  for  their  agricultural  catUe — in  Madras,  we  presume,  all 
villages  will  be  so  treated,  for  the  forests  are  fairly  well  distributed 
over  the  country  ;  but  in  other  Provinces  where  the  forests  are 
mostly  in  large  blocks  away  from  the  great  cultivated  plain,  it 
wouM  be  rather  difficult  to  fix  the  limit 

The  remarks  on  Natural  and  Arti/icial  Reproduction  are  usually 
interesting  in  the  Madras  Reports,  but  this  year  they  are  less  so 
than  usual,  as  it  is  natural  to  expect,  for  professiomd  matters  like 
these  are  much  best  treatediby  professional  writers.  However,  we 
extract  the  following  on  the  seeding  of  the  thorny  bamboo,  with 
the  remark  that  we  should  much  l£e  to  hear  some  more  on  the 
subject. 

••  Cuddapah, — ^Except  in  two  places  in  the  Balapalli  working 

*  circle,  the  Bambusa  arundinacea  seeded  all  over  the  district.  It 
*has  not  been  ascertained,  or  reported,  whether,  in  these  two 
'  localities,  the  fellings  and  thinnings  of  ilie  bamboo  had  anything 
^  to  do  with  its  non-seeding.  In  one  place,  the  bamboos  were  cut 
'  up  into  three  foot  lengths  and  planted  on  the  sides  of  a  path  to 
'  serve  as  a  fence  ;  wnen  the  shoots  were  four  feet  high,  they 
'  seeded  as  did  also  the  parent  culms.  The  District  Forest  Officer 
'  concludes  that  this  instance  shows  how  all  the   bamboos  of  one 

*  clump,  however  separated,  seed  at  one  and  the  same  time." 

The  financial  results  of  the  year  were  very  good,  though  the 
surplus  revenue  was  less  than  that  of  1890-91.  The  figures 
were  : — 

Revenue  ...  ...  ...     Rs.  16,94,215 

Expenditure  ...  ...  ...      „     12,83,929 

Surplus     ...      „      4,10,286 

The   following  is  the  yield  of  the  forests    for  the  year  : 

eft. 

Timber  ...  ...  ...  ...     3,086,937 

Fuel  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,987,173 

Bamboos         ...  ...  ...  ...  31,148,005 

Value  ot  Mmor  Produce  ...  ...  Rs.     6,40,842 
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Chakla  Drogmulsu 

{Continued  from  page    279.) 

I  mnst  now  hark  back  to  Drogmnla  where  demarcation  was 
started  ;  the  village  is  situated  in  a  veritable  plain  dotted  here  and 
there  with  large  walnuts,  a  chinar  or  two  and  hundreds  of  fruit  trees, 
some  in  regular  orchards  and  others  scattered  about  singly.  The 
chinar  does  not  thrive  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  soil  being 
probably  too  hard,  as  the  tree  appears  to  favour  a  sandy  soil  wii£ 
a  good  supply  of  water.  At  Drogmula  village  there  is  one  very 
carious  old  tree,  the  original  trunk  is  a  blackened  and  hollow  shell, 
but  the  base  close  to  the  ground  has  spread  out  to  a  great  size, 
perhaps  40  feet  in  circumference,  and  from  this  have  sprung  up 
some  50  other  stems,  these  in  turn  as  they  have  reached  the  size  of 
of  an  ordinary  tree,  dyins  at  the  top  and  becoming  blackened,  the 
whole  looking  like  a  smsul  grove  of  chinars.  Here  also  is  to  be 
found  the  crooked  and  knotty  b^r  (Zizyphus  oxyphylla),  very 
handsome  sticks  can  sometimes  be  obtained  from  this.  Demarca- 
tion was  begun  in  the  forest  adjoining  this  village  and  at  first  there 
was  great  consternation  among  the  villagers  who  imagined  that 
all  sorts  of  terrible  things  were  going  to  happen  from  the  putting 
up  of  the  pillars.  An  idea  got  about  that  no  land  which  had  been 
even  once  ploughed,  would  be  included,  consequently  there  was  a 
msh  to  hack  down  a  few  bushes  and  drive  a  plouffh  then  and  there 
and  then  claim  it  as  cultivated  land.  Some  of  the  attempts  were 
particularly  barefaced,  the  ploughs  having  been  run  along  only  the 
day  before.  Sometimes  the  people  were  very  obstinate,  declaring 
they  could  not  exist  if  the  pillars  were  erected  and  winding  up  wii£ 
the  usual  threat,  dear  to  the  Kashmiri,  of  going  away  to  the 
Punjab,  though  what  they  would  do  there  is  is  difficult  to  say  : 
they  would  soon  find  the  heat  there  somewhat  different  to  that 
of  their  own  country,  for  Jack  Kashmiri  does  not  like  the 
heat  any  more  than  we  do.  However,  they  were  quieted  after 
a  time  and  went  on  with  the  work,  but  it  gets  monotonous  to 
have  to  meet  and  overcome  the  same  silly  objections  in  every 
new  place.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  are  very  liberal,  excluding  not 
only  all  really  cultivated  land  but  also  any  that  is  cultivable,  even 
at  the  expense  of  small  patches  of  forest.  We  seldom  have  to 
clear  lines  through  jungle,  which  delays  the  work  very  much,  but 
can  generally  find   an  open  lide   along   the   edge  of  the  actual 
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forest ;  the  plan  is  to  so  place  the  pillars  or  posts   that   standing 
at  one,  the  next  in  either  direction  can  be  readily  seen  ;  the   posts 
are  about  7  feet  long  of  which  one  foot  is  sunk  in   the   ground, 
then  a  stone  pillar  is  built  up  round  the  post  to  3  feet  above  ground 
leaving  3  feet  of  the  post   visible,   this  is  quite  a   sufficient   land- 
mark and  inexpensive.     Here  and  there  at  prominent  angles  pukka 
pillars  will  be  built,  this  will  be  done  hereafter,  the  important  thing 
IS  to  get  the  boundary  marked  out  in  order   to   prevent  any   more 
land  being  broken  up  for  cultivation.     I  was  rather  amused  at  one 
fine  old   Goojur  who  began  the  usual  whine  about  bauhdd   hojate 
&c  ;  I  said   "  you  are  a  pardesi  surely  you  came  from  the  Poonch 
State,"  he  admitted  the  soft  impeachment.     I  then  told  him  he  had 
no  right  to  anything,  the  land  being  the  property  of  the  Kashmiris, 
but  he  said  it  was  his  Kismat  to  come  long  ago,  so  I  retorted  that 
I  quite  agreed  and  it  was  also  my  Kismat  to  come  and  put  up   the 
pillars  :  this  struck  him  and  he  grinned  cheerfully  admitting  it  was 
80,  and  we   became   friends  once   more  1   But  the  most  curious 
idea  of  all,  is  one  that  these  people  have  to  the   efiFect  that  I    have 
leased   the    Kashmir   forest   for  two  years  and  they   believe  or 
pretend  to,  that  I  want  to  shut  them  out  of  the  forests.     It  seems 
curious  that,  although  I  have  been  two  years   in  the  State,  they 
should  not  know  the  real  facts.     It  woula  appear  that  there  was 
some  proposal  to  lease  the  forests  to  a  speculator  just  before  I 
arrived  on   the  scene,  or  more  likely  an  ofiFer  was  made   by   some 
sharp  customer  of  a  large  sum  down,  if  he  got  a  lease.     LuckUy  it 
was  not  entertained,  or  there  would  not  have  been  much  forest  left  ; 
the  villagers  probably  heard  of  this  and  put  two  and  two   together 
making  it  five^l  The  present  position  of  a^Rairs  is  a  curious  one, 
and  this  Department  is  somewhat  in  the  position   of  a   Bank  on 
which  a  run  has  set  in,  the  run  being  to  clear  as  much   land  as 
possible  before  the  pillars  are  put  up   and  then   declare   it  a  ten 
year  old  field.     Not  long   ago,  I  happened  to  go  to  an   eminence 
and  afar   off  espied   unmistakeable  signs  of  a  clearing  in  a  forest 
across  the  valley  ;  I  at  once  sped  across  and   found  to  my  disgust 
that  a  Khyberi,  of  whom  there  is  a   settlement  in  this   part,  had 
begun  to  nibble  at  a  grand  plateau,   covered  with  a  fine   forest  of 
blue  pine,  just  as  a   mouse   would   nibble  a   comer  of  a  cheese.    I 
had  tnerefore  to  stop  work  at  Drogmula  and  hurry  off  to  the  place 
and  for  three  days  we  were  hard  at  work  encircling  this   tableland 
with  a  line  of  pillars.     While  engaged  in  this  work  we  found,  alas,I 
that  another  miscreant  had  cultivated  a   small  area  in   the   very 
centre  of  the  forest  :   we  hope,  however,  to  get  rid  of  him  as  it  is 
pretty  certain  this  was  unautnorised  and  not  entered  in  his  KJieirat, 
The  wearying  part  of  it  all  is  that  we  know  well  enough  this  sort 
of  thing  is  going  on  everywhere  :  and  what  is  far  worse,  the  Goojors 
from  Poonch  squatting  in  the  heart  of  the    forests,  clearing  and 
building  villages.     Oh  1  for  half  a  dozen  of  my  old  friends  of  the 
Forest  Department  to  run  the  thing  through  sharp  and  put  an  end 
to    these  little  games  I  I 
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As  this  Drogmula  Chakla  contains  the  only  really  valuable 
deodar  forest  in  Kashmir  proper,  it  has  been  decided  to  build  a 
small  forest  house  here.  A  lovely  spot  has  been  chosen  on  a  small 
open  plateau  at  the  foot  of  the  main  ridge,  it  is  surrounded  by 
deodars  and  other  trees  and  elevated  well  above  the  plain,  and  is 
just  inside  the  forest  boundary.  A  small  stream  of  the  purest 
water  runs,  just  below,  and  white  being  far  enough  from  villages  to 
escape  the  village  nuisances  in  the  shape  of  dogs  and  cats,  still  near 
enough  for  all  purposes  of  supplies  and  labour.  It  is  hoped  the 
house  will  be  finished  this  summer,  if  so  any  Forest  friends  who 
find  themselves  in  that  locality  are  invited  to  make  use  of  it,  and 
they  will  not  repent  spending  a  few  days  in  this  beautiful  spot. 

The  forests  near  Drogmula  village  contain  perhaps  an  equal 
proportion,  roughly  speaking,  of  deodar  and  blue  pine,  and  there 
are  still  fine  trees  to  be  found  here  and  there,  but  they  are  not  to 
be  compared  with  the  forests  near  Kandi  which  are  almost  pure 
deodar  and  have  many  more  first  class  trees.  The  reproduction  is 
very  good  in  both  places  in  favourable  spots  and  as  last  year  was 
a  good  seed  year  the  ground  is  now  covered  with  thousands  of 
seedlings  and  as  there  is  not  much  danger  of  fires  now,  it  is  hoped 
that  many  will  survive.  If  so,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  re- 
stocking of  blank  spaces  will  be  assured' ;  the  grazing  will  hardly 
affect  it  since  very  few  cattle  graze  inside  the  forest,  and  goats  and 
sheep  go  to  the  grassy  uplands  beyond  the  limits  of  the  deodar. 
Having  seen  a  good  deal  of  deodar  forest  in  my  time,  I  h&ve  pretty 
nearly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  need  not  be  so  very 
particular  about  cattle  grazing,  in  fact,  I  would  almost  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  it  would  be  beneficial  in  many  places  in  keeping  down 
the  rank  herbage,  and  if  my  friend  A.  L.  M.  in  Chamba,  could 
only  he  induced,  Mr.  Editor,  to  send  you  his  views  on  the  subject, 
the  question  might  he  threshed  out.*  I  always  think  of  Compart • 
men!  No.  6  in  Kalatope,  which  has  never  been  closed  to  grazing 
and  yet  its  natural  reproduction  is  wonderful ;  I  first  saw  it  as  far 
back  'as  1870  and  1871;  and  when  I  held  charge  of  the  Division 
in  1881, 1  went  carefully  over  it  and  was  surprised  beyond  measure 
to  see  how  the  young  trees  had  gradually  grown  beyond  the  reach 
of  cattle,  and  how  the  blank  spaces  were  being  gradually  restocked; 
of  course  the  number  of  cattle  using  the  pasturage  was  small  but 
then  so  it  is  almost  everywhere  in  the  hills.  On  the  other  hand 
in  Kainthli  and  Bakani  (Chamba)  where  no  grazing  whatever  is 
allowed,  it  has  been  found  that  plants  put  out  are  completely 
choked  by  the  strong  growth  of  grass  and  other  herbage. 

(To  be  continued,) 


*NoTE.— We  shall  be  glad  if  A.  L.  M.    will  respond  to  this  invitation. 

Hon.  £d. 
81 
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Forest  fires  in  France. 

We  read  in  the  Revue  dea  Eaux  ei  Forit$  that  owing  to  the 
drought  there  have  been  some  serious  forest  fires  in  different  parts 
of  the  cotintrj.  And  the  worst  is  that  they  were  clearly  due  to 
incendiarism.  Near  Alen^on,  parts  of  the  forests  of  Perseigne  and 
Econves  were  bnmt,  mostly  Scots  pine.  In  the  Jjandes,  about  137 
sq.  miles  have  been  burnt  over  and  enormous  damage  done. 
Special  measures  have  had  to  be  taken  and  several  persons  have 
been  arrested,  one  of  them  actually  in  the  act  of  firing  the  forest  of 
Teich. 


Forest  fires  in  England  and    America. 

The  following  extracts  shew  that  the  present  phenomenally 
dry  season  in  England  has  been  productive  of  serious  forest  con- 
flagrations. The  results  of  fires  in  America  as  described  in  the  last 
extract  are  simply  appalling.  They  shew,  if  anything  does,  the 
need  of  an  American  Forest  Department,  part  of  whose  chief 
business  would  be  the  organization  of  fire-protection  and  fire  pre- 
vention works  on  a  gigantic  scale. 

Sevenoaks. — A  fire  has  been  raging  at  Sealchart,  near 
Sevenoaks,  and  about  forty  acres  of  valuable  underwood  has  been 
destroyed. 

Arundel. — Shortly  after  noon  on  Sunday  a  man  lighted  his 
pipe  and  threw  the  match  on  the  bank  of  the  main  road  between 
Pulborough  and  Arundel,  Sussex.  In  an  instant  the  grass  and 
bracken  took  fire,  the  flames  spread  to  the  plantation  at  Waters- 
field  Towers;  and,  in  an  incredibly  short  time,  more  than  four  acres 
of  fir  trees,  shrubs,  heather,  aud  bracken  were  blazing  fariously. 
The  fire  was  confined  to  the  plantation,  which  was  extensively 
damaged,  large  numbers  of  trees  and  choice  shrubs  having  been 
consumed. 

America. — ^The  forest  fires  in  Northern  Wisconsin,  a  portion 
of  Minnesota,  and  the  upper  peninsula  of  Michigan  contmue  to 
spread.  In  Minnesota  the  territory  attacked  by  the  flames  extends 
over  fifty  miles,  and  includes  eight  new  mining  towns,  four  of  which 
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have  been  completehr  destroyed.  In  Wisconsin,  the  fire  is  in 
scattered  patches,  many  small  towns  have  been  burned  in  the 
tract  of  conntn^  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  between 
Michigan  and  Minnesota,  a  distance  of  ninety-six  miles,  the  flames 
embracing  nearly  8,000  square  miles.  Ashland  and  other  large 
cities  are  in  danger.  It  is  estimated  that  100,000,000  square  feet 
of  pine  have  already  been  burned,  and  heavy  rain  can  alone  check 
the  progress  of  the  conflagration. 


Opening  of  closed  forests  in   France. 

In  consequence  of  the  severe  drought  in  France  orders  have 
been  issued  to  Conservators  of  Forests  to  do  all  in  their  power 
either  by  allowing  pasture  in  closed  forests  or  by  concessions  of 
catting  grass,  leaves,  etc,  to  assist  the  owners  of  cattle  in  getting 
over  their  present  distress.    Revue  des  Eaux  et  ForSts. 


The  Rights  of  JChonds. 

The  Khonds  of  the  Mohiri  hills  in  the  Ganjam  district  sub- 
mitted a  petition  last  year  to  H.  E.  the  Governor  of  Madras 
setting  forth  certain  grievances  for  which  they  craved  redress. 
The  first  was  that  the  fruit  trees  on  their  lands,  instead  of  being 
left  to  their  enjoyment,  are  leased  out  in  auction  by  the  Forest 
Department ;  second,  that  the  officers  of  the  Forest  Department 
have  abolished  their  ancient  privileges  of  taking  timber  for 
ploughs,  fuel,  house-building,  &c.  ;  and  third,  that  they  are  no 
longer  permitted  to  clear  jungle  for  cultivation.  As  regards  the 
first  grievance,  Government  and  the  Board  of  Revenue  agree  with 
the  Collector  that  the  Khonds  deserve  consideration.  The  old 
assessment  on  their  lands  was  fixed  with  reference  to  both  cultivated 
land  and:  fruit  trees,  while  the  present  assessment,  which  is  in 
excess  of  the  old,  is  calculated  on  the  land  alone.  The  present 
assessment  was  so  fixed  as  to  give  nearly  the  same  average  rate 
per  acre  as  before,  but  it  stands  to  reason  that  a  village  which 
could  afford  to  pay  an  average  rate  of  Rs.  1-2  per  acre  for  wet 
and  dry  land  as  long  as  it  had  also  a  number  of  fruit  trees  free 
of  charge,  can  no  longer  afford  the  same  rate  when  deprived  of  the 
trees.  The  loss  to  the  Khonds  can  be  estimated  by  the  fact  that 
the  produce  of  these  trees  is  now  leased  out  at  an  annual  rental  of 
Rs.  421,  but  this  does  not  represent  their  full  value  to  the  Khonds, 
which  may  be  fixed  correctly  at  Rs.  650,  which  is  a  great  deal  in 
a  total  assessment  of  Rs.  1,962  for  the  Mohiri    hills,  or   roughly,  a 
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third  of  the  present  assessment.  But  it  is  not  intended  to  restore 
the  old  privilege  of  the  use  of  forest  produce  free  to  the 
Khonds  as  it  would  not  benefit  these  ignorant  hill  people,  but 
would  eventually  go  into  the  maws  of  low  country  sowcars.  In 
fact,  the  Collector  believes  that  the  complaints  really  emanate  from 
the  latter  and  the  Khonds  are  merely  the  "  stalking  horse"  of  the 
sowcars,  to  whom  they  are  heavily  indebted  and  who  hope  to  make 
a  profit  from  forest  produce  under  cover  of  Khond  rights. 
The  fact  of  these  unfortunate  Khonds  being  in  the  clutches  of  the 
sowcars  is  proved  by  the  fact  that.the.patta  lands  of  the  village  of 
Niliguda  have  actually  passed  by  Civil  decree  to  the  hands  of  a 
money-lender,  Jodda  Naiko,  of  Berhampore,  in  satisfaction  of 
debts  due  to  him.  To  allow  the  Khonds  the  usufruct  of  the  trees 
in  the  forest  reserves  free  of  charge  is  also  most  objectionable  from 
a  forest  point  of  view,  and  to  give  them  the  free  use  of  the  trees 
outside  the  reserve  would  remove  but  a  small  part  of  their  griev- 
ance, while  to  reduce  the  assessment  will  be  a  boon  to  all  and 
should  benefit  the  Khonds  and  not  the  money-lender,  excepting 
where  the  patta  has  actually  passed  to  the  latter.  Government  has, 
therefore,  decided  to  compensate  the  Khonds  proportionately  for 
the  loss  of  usufruct  of  the  trees  in  the  forest  reserves  only  by 
reduction  of  assessment,  and  to  restore  to  them,  if  they  prefer  it, 
the  unrestricted  enjoyment  of  all  trees  situated  in  the  waste  lands 
outside  the  reserves.  As  regards  kumeri  cultivation  or  clearing 
jungle  for  cultivation  and  the  cutting  of  wood,  the  Khonds  cannot 
be  said  to  have  any  legal  grievance,  for  the  former  was  a  privilege 
and  not  a  right,  and  had  to  be  put  a  stop  to  in  order  to  prevent 
the  denudation  of  forests.  The  Khonds  nave  liberty  to  cut  wood, 
bamboos,  Ac,  to  any  extent  outside  the  forest  reserves  free  of 
charge  for  all  private  purposes,  and  the  area  excluded  is  suiBcient 
to  provide  for  their  necessities  for  many  years  to  come. — (Pioneer 
May  1893.) 

•  The   PaDoram.' 

A  photographic  camera,  which  it  seems  probable  will  in  the 
future  play  an  important  part  in  the  mapping  of  unsurveyed 
countries,  has  been  invented  by  Colonel  R.  W.  Stewart,  R.  E. 
and  Mr.  Tweedy  of  Plymouth.  It  has  the  advantage  of  being 
smaller  then  an  ordinary  camera  of  the  same  capacity,  and 
is  also  lighter,  all  the  fittings  being  made  of  aluminium.  It  is 
easy  to  manipulate,  and  not  likely  to  get  out  of  order.  The 
instrument  con  ists  of  a  rectangular  box,  wnose  length  from  back 
to  front  is  a  little  more  than  the  focal  length  of  the  lens  to  be 
used,  its  height  is  somewhat  greater  than  the  width  of  the  film 
(for  an  8-inch  spool  the  height  would  be  just  9  inches),  and  the 
breadth  is  a  fixed  dimension  of  5  inches  for  all  sizes.  This 
Camera  rests  on  a  circular  disc,  forming  the  head  of  the  tripod- 
stand;  to  the  bottom  of  the  box  is  screwed,  in  a  central  position,  a 
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tnbnlar  arbor  fitting  into  a  socket  in  the  disc  and  the  camera 
revolves  freely  on  the  stand;  the  box  opens  down  one  of  its 
vertical  edges,  so  as  to  give  access  to  the  hinder  part  of  the 
camera  or  roll-holder  :  in  this  roll-holder  are  fixed  four  vertical 
rollers.  The  first  of  these  has  the  tissue  supplied  by  the  Eastman 
Company  wound  on  it,  the  second  and  third  collers  serve  to  keep 
the  film  in  the  focal  plane  ;  and  the  fourth,  which  is  called  the 
wmder,  is  actuated  by  a  clock  motion,  with  fly  escapement,  placed 
in  the  front  part  of  the  camera,  the  fly  being  normally  blocked  by 
an  arm  actuated  by  a  pneumatic  ball  and  tube  of  the  ordinary 
kind.  When  required  for  use,  the  camera  is  set  up  on  its  stand 
and  levelled,  the  clock  is  wound  up,  the  slit  aperture  adjusted,  and 
a  suitable  stop  put  in ;  the  camera  is  then  turned  round  till  it 
points  to  the  left  hand  of  the  view  required,  the  pneumatic  bulb 
is  squeezed  when  the  clock  starts  working,  and  the  camera  begins 
to  rotate,  and  continues  to  do  so  until  the  right-hand  corner  of  the 
view  is  reached  ;  the  bulb  is  then  relaxed,  the  clock  stops,  and 
the  camera  ceases  to  revolve.  This  is  but  a  very  general  descrip- 
tion of  this  ingenious  instrument,  which  if  used  at  each  end  of  a 
base  will  give  the  angles  between  all  objects  photogrphed.  The 
speed  of  rotation  of  the  camera  itself,  and  the  rollers  on  which  the 
film  is  wound,  being  all  actuated  by  one  motor  and  connected  with 
one  another,  the  ratios  of  motion  must  remain  the  same,  and  as  the 
rates  of  such  motion  can  be  regulated  by  altering  the  ratio  of  the 
diameters  of  the  roller  and  its  pulley,  it  follows  that  the  true  rate  of 
motion  can  be  found.  In  the  larger  form  of  camera  the  films  are 
rather  more  than  5  feet  long,  when  photographs  of  the  whole 
circle  are  taken,  in  which  case  they  are  developed  by  being  primed 
on  to  the  periphery  of  a  drum,  mounted  on  a  horizontal  axis,  the 
sensitive  surface  just  dipping  into  a  dish  holding  the  developer,  the 
drum  is  then  rotated  until  development  is  complete. — {Geographie 
cal  Journal.) 


Wayside  flanting  by  Village  ImprovemeDt   Societies. 

In  the  planting  of  trees  by  village  improvement  societies  both 
use  and  beauty  should  be  included  m  "  improvement,"  What  is 
useful  and  beautiful  in  one  case  may  be  unnecessary  and  unpleas- 
ing  in  another.  The  great  aim  should  be  appropriateness.  For 
instance,  no  tree  is  more  suitable  for  shading  village  streets  than 
the  £hn,  its  high  arching  branches  afiFording  ample  shade  for 
comfort  and  not  enough  to  keep  the  road  in  a  muddy  condition 
after  rain.  The  old  New  England  towns  owe  much  of  their  charm 
to  the  wayside  Elm.  I  refer  especially  to  villages  and  towns  where 
houses  and  shops  are  close  together.  Outside  of  towns,  on  inland 
bigh-roads,  long  level  stretches  of  Elms  may  boused  effectively, 
especially  where  clusters  of  houses  at  short  intervals  form  a  semi- 
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detached  village.  There  are  many  other  fiae  shade-trees  which 
may  be  planted  for  variety: — the  Oak,  Maple,  Beech,  Chestnut  and 
Linden.  The  Tulip-tree  has  recently  been  suggested  for  roadside 
planting,  but  it  is  not  a  graceful  tree  for  this  purpose. 

For  a  shade- tree,  along  much  frequented  inland  roads,  the  Elm 
has  an  evident  advantage  over  conically  shaped  trees.  It  is 
admirably  adapted,  also,  for  planting  on  home  and  school- 
house  grounds  and  for  shade  in  fields.  Along  less  frequen- 
ted roads,  in  many  places,  no  trees  should  be  planted  at  all, 
I  have  in  mind  a  country  road  where  occasional  White 
Birches  had  grown  up  irregularly,  and  Maples  had  recently  been 
planted  an  either  side.  In  several  instances  a  young  Maple  was 
set  out  directly  under  a  good  sized  Birch.  The  new  trees  might 
have  been  grouped  naturally  at  intervals  for  shade  and  thus  made 
to  harmonize  with  the  irregular  Birches,  but  the  effect  of  this 
planting  was  formal  in  the  extreme.  1  know  also  a  triangle  by 
a  country  highway  where  a  few  Pitch  Pines  at  one  end  have  been 
left  in  a  group.  I  doubt  if  any  one  would  have  thought  of  plant- 
ing Pines  in  such  a  spot  in  such  a  manner,  but  the  effect  of  this 
natural  arrangement  is  both  interesting  and  beautiful. 

As  a  rule,  our  country  road-sides  are  at  their  best  when 
planted  by  nature.  Open  views  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  way, 
alternating  with  shady  spaces,  are  vastly  more  attractive  than 
continuous,  monotonous,  artificial  planting.  Occasionally  we  see 
a  piece  of  road  on  which  trees  would  be  an  improvement,  especi- 
ally where  a  new  way  has  been  cut  through  a  bare  region.  But 
often  nothing  is  wanted  beyond  leaving  the  bushes  and  vines 
unharmed.  Now  and  then  there  is  an  obtrusively  ugly  spot  where 
an  adjoining  bank  of  the  highway  has  been  dug  out  for  gravel  or 
blasted  for  rock.  In  such  a  spot,  a  clump  of  English  Beeches  or 
White  Birches  in  the  foreground  would  quickly  soften 
the  effect.  In  repairin^our  roatli?,  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
disturb  the  wild  Roses,  Barberries,  Elderberries  and  many  other 
delightful  shrubs  and  flowers  where  they  will  flourish  and  multiply 
if  left  alone  ;  if  these  have  been  disturbed  it  would  be  well  to 
replace  them. 

I  would  urge,  also,  that  our  country  roads  be  not  widened 
unnecessarily.  In  villages  and  towns  wid^  roads  are  important, 
but  in  the  country,  narrow  roads  are,  as  a  rule,  much  more  picture- 
sque. As  to  the  useful  side  of  the  question,  Professor  Shaler,  in 
a  recent  article  on  the  "  Betterment  of  our  Highways  "  writes 
"  In  this  country  as  well  as  in  most  of  the  states  of  Europe,  the^ 
tendency  is  to  make  the  road-bed  a  good  deal  wider  than  sound 
practice  dictates.  A  part  of  the  badness  of  our  American  roads  is 
generally  due  to  the  fact  that  the  tracking  is  far  too  wide  to  bo 
effectively  maintained.  In  this,  as  in  many  other  of  the  grosser 
arts,  we  may  well  take  a  lesson  from  the  ancient  Romans,  perhaps 
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the  earliest  skilful  road-makers  in  the  world.  Their  roads  were, 
indeed,  much  narrower  that  those  which  are  commonly  found 
in  our  country  districts," 

If  more  trees  are  desired  for  a  tree-lined  sea-shore  road  with 
occasional  stretches  aftording  glimpses  of  the  ocean,  other  kinds 
than  inland  Pines  should  be  chosen.  These  should  not  be  set  regular- 
ly in  a  row,  but  in  occasional  groups.  Willows,  and  in  some 
especially  adapted  places  a  row  of  Lombardy  Poplars,  harmonize 
with  marsh  or  sea.  An  objection  to  Lombardy  Poplars  may  be 
made  because  they  are  not  long-lived ;  but  whcFe  -  they  are 
phinted  at  rare  intervals  for  beauty,  not  for  shade,  they  can  be 
replaced  after  a  number  of  years. 

1  should  suggest  that  these  three  points  be  borne  in  mind  : 
Where  continuous  passing  and  frequent  lounges  close  to  the  road 
(as  in  village  streets,)  demand  snade-trees,  there  artificial  and 
regular  tree-planting,  especially  of  Elips,  is  appropriate  both  for 
use  and  beauty.  That  in  improving  country  roads  outside  of 
villages,  we  should  remember  that  improving  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  changing  in  effect  apart  from  keeping  the  road  in 
order.  That  what  may  be  a  most  charming  addition  inland  may 
be  inharmonious  by  the  sea  ;  and  that  in  every  case  we  should 
consider  whether  we  are  working  for  use  or  for  beauty,  or  for  both 
combined,  so  that  each  result  may  be  appropriate. — (Garden  and 
Forest,) 


To  our  Exchanges. 


We  should  be  much  obliged  if  those  Editors  of  contemporaries 
in  India  with  whom  we  exchange  this  Journal  would  pay  us  the 
nsual  compliment  of  acknowledging,  as  we  ourselves  invariably  do, 
the  source  of  their  extracts.  In  the  *  Indian  Agriculturist '  of  July 
8th  there  is  one  such  extract  from  our  June  No.  from  the  article  on 

*  Experiments  at  Dehra  Dun'  which  must  have  come  from  our  pages; 
there  is  one  extract  froi?  our  *  Review  of  Road  Arboriculture  in 
the  Central  Provinces,'  an  obvious  extract  because  the  reference  to 
'  Arbor  Day  '  was  our  own  and  did  not  occur  in  the  report ;  and 
there  are  no  less  than  six  short  paragraphs  on  the  subjects  of  '  Assam 
indiarubber     trade',     exploration     of    Indiarubber     in    Burma', 

*  reproduction  of  Sal  in  Assam  '  *  •  relation  between  the  flowering 
of  bamboo  and  the  reproduction  for  teak  "  '  casks  from  Indian 
Oak  woods '  and  '  planting  of  cutch  in  Burma ',  all  of 
which  bear  every  appearance  of  having  come,  with  slight  altera- 
ations  here  and  there,  from  our  Review  of  the  Forest  Administra- 
tion Reports.  Not  one  of  these  acknowledges  the  Forester  as  its 
original  publication.  Even  the  Indian  Forester  which  depends  on 
departmental  interests  for  its  circulation  chiefly  and  has  not  to 
advertise  itself,  likes  to  have  the  credit  of  its  work. 
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Statement  of  average  Bellinff  rates  of  timber  and  bamboos  in  Meemt,  Cawnpore, 
Bulandshahr,  Puibhit,  Bareilly,  and  Moradabad  for  the  qnarter  endioff 

3l8t  March,  189a 


Desoription. 


MKEBUT. 

8al  lO'Tors    (Poles) 

6al  &  Sain,  &c..  Karris,  I2'x 

Sal  bed  posts,  7' X  21" x2i'  ... 
Bamboos  of  9'  to  10'  per  100 
score 

CAWNPORB. 

Sal  10' Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  and  Sain  &c.,  Karris,  12'x 

Sal  bed  posts,  7'  x  2^"  x  2i«' ... 

Bamboos  of  O'  to  10'  per  lOO-l 
score  I 

BULANDSHAHR. 

Sal  10  Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  andjSain  &c.,  Karris,  12^  x 

S^xr 
Sal  bed  posts,  7'  x 2^"  x  2^"  ... 
Bamboos  of  O'to  la  per   100 

score 

PILIBHIT. 

Sal  lO' Tors  (Poles) 

Sal  and  Sain,  &c.  Karris  12'  x 

Sal  bed  posts  7' X  21" X2J'    ... 
Bamboos  of  0'  to  10'  per  100 
score 

BARJBILLT. 

Sal  10'  Tors    (Poles) 
Sal  &  Sain,  &c.,  Karris,  12'  x  ( 
S-'xr  J 

Salbed  posts    7x2^x2)''  ... 
Bamboos  of  9' to  10^  per   IQO 
score 

MORADABAD. 

Sal  10' Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  &  Sain,  &o.,  Karris,  12^  x 

5"x4' 
Sal  bed  posts  rx2i''x2i''    ... 
Bamboos  of  9'  to  10'  per  100 

score 


R.  A.  P. 
80  0 

250  0 

8  0  0 


6  0  0 

25  00 
15  0  0 


Timber  Scantlings 
per  score. 


From 


4000 

3000 
6  00 


500 
25  00 

5000 
10  0  0 


2000 

30  00 
10  0  0 


To 


R.  A.P. 

18  0  0 

400  0 
12  0  0 


600 

100  0  0 
19  0  0 


70  0  0 

40  0  0 
'6  40 


10  0  0 
35  0  0 
4000 
6000 
15  0  0 


25  0  0 

5000 
12  8  0 


Bamboos  per  100 
score. 


From 


R.  A.  P. 


28  00 


2500 
300  0 
5000 


50  0  0 


60  00 


6000 


50  00 


To 


8000 


8000 

5000 

1,000  0  0 


50  00 


100  0  0 


137  8  0 


100  0  0 


Rdiares. 
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Churcbill  and  Sim's  Circular. 

JULY  4th  1893. 

East  India  Teak. — The  deliveries  for  the  first  half  of  the 
year  were  6564  loads  in  1893,  5,665  loads  in  1892,  and  8,055  loads 
in  1891.  For  June  in  the  three  years  the  figures  are  respectively 
1,257  loads,  1,396  loads,  and  1,487  loads.  The  state  of  the  ship- 
ping  trade  still  weighs  heavilv  on  the  Teak  market,  and  business, 
continues  greatly  curtailed.  The  stock  remains  about  stationary, 
and  there  is  no  change  in  quotations  save  for  some  balances  having 
been  cleared  off  at  auction,  mostly  at  impossible  prices. — 

Rosewood. — Stocks  are  moderate,  but  ample  for  current 
demand  which  is  full. — 

Satinwood. — For  finely-figured  logs,  good  prices  could  be 
made,  but  for  small,  plain  wood  there  is  very  little  enquiry,  and 
planks  and  boards  are  not  wanted. — 

Ebony. — Sells  very  slowly,  even  at  the  low  prices  now 
current. — 

PRICE  CURRENT. 


Indian  Teak 
Satinwood 
Rosewood 
Ebony 


per  load 
„  ton 

J5         JJ 


£9 
£5 
£5 
£5 


to  £15 

to  £12 

to  £9 

to  £7 


MARKET    RATES    OF     PRODUCTS. 


Cardamoms,  Malabar 
Croton  seeds 
Cutch 

Gum  Arabic,  Madras 
Gum  Kino 

India  Rubber,  Assam 
„         Rangoon 
Myrabolams,  Bombay 
„  Godavari 

Nux  Vomica 
Orchella 
Redwood 
Sandalwood,  loss 

„  chips 

Sapan  wood 
Seediuc 
Tamarinds 

83 


niUurist, 

July   1893.) 

per  ft). 

2s. 

per  cwt. 

16s. 

»» 

208. 

M 

15s. 

)? 

£15 

per  ft). 

l8.7d. 

>? 

l9.7d. 

per  cwt 

10s. 

99 

7s.9d. 

»> 

8s. 

»» 

228. 

per  ton 

£3. 

>5 

£35 

>5 

£9 

>J 

£4. 

per  cwt 

408. 

to 
to 

tX) 

to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


2s.6d. 

20s. 

27s.6d. 

50s. 

£20. 

2s.3d. 

Is.lld. 

lls.3d. 

8s.3d. 

9s.6d. 

28s. 

£3-103 

£55 

£30 

£7. 

70s. 

9s. 
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A  tour  in  Jaunsar. 

April  27th.  On  the  road  from  Bodyar  *  to  Koti-Kandsar, 
we  noticed  the  natural  reproduction  of  Deodar  and  Blue 
Pine,  which  is  particularly  good  in  the  lower  portions  of  the 
Missau  block.  This  young  crop  is  entirely  due  to  nre  conservancy, 
which  was  instituted  in  1872,  and  it  has  come  up  on  favourable 
aspects,  and  under  certain  conditions,  in  spite  of  grazing.  The 
following  reasons  are  suggested  in  the  Journal  of  1891  for  the 
excellence  of  this  reproduction  as  compared  with  that  in  Bodyar  : — 

"  The  soil  of  the  Missau  block  is  deeper  and  contains 
*more  moisture   than  that   in  the  Bodyar    block.     The    greater 

*  amount  of  moisture  is  due  to  the   impervious  nature  of  the  shale 

*  or  slate  in  the  former  block,  and  to  the  extremely  permeable  nature 

*  of  the  limestone,  which  is  the  prevailing  rock,  in  the  latter.    Rain 

*  falUng  on  limestone  passes  through  it  at  once.     The  Missau  block 

*  lying  on  northern   and  western  slopes  receives   less   sun   and  is 

*  generally  cooler  than  the  Bodyar   block,  which   looks  south   and 


*  by  evaporation  is  also  less. 

*  Shale   decomposes  readily  to  form    a   soil    rich   in    clay, 

*  while  limestone  decomposes  very  slowly  and  forms  a  very  shallow 

*  poor  soil,  the  purer   the   limestone  the   shallower   the   resulting 
'soil. 

*  The  altitude  is  less,  the  temperature  is  consequently  greater, 

*  the  growth  more  vigorous  and  natural  regeneration  favoured. 

'  The  presence  of  matui-e  Kail  and  Deodar  trees  on  the  slopes 

*  higher  up  in  the   Missau   block  capable  of  producing  fertile  seed 

*  m  large  quantities.     The  absence  of  seed-bearers  in  Bodyar  block 

*  and  the  thick   matted   growth  of  grass  which  prevents   seedlings 

*  from  germinatin  g. 

*  Deodar  is  not  eaten   by  sheep   when   grass  is   available,  and 

*  there  is  still  plenty  of  grass  in  the  block.     Kail  is  not  generally 

*  eaten  by  cattle    owing  to   the  great   quantity  of  resin  it  contains 
*and  the  consequently  unpleasant  taste  of  its  leaves.' 
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In  the  portion  below  Asmari  Chak,  we  found  the  annual  shoot 
of  deodar  in  the  open  to  be  24  inches,  while  thai  of  blue  pine  was 
30  inches.  The  turther  we  get  away  from  the  seed-bearers  the 
less  deodar  there  is  in  proportion  to  bine  pine,  the  seed  of 
which  is  light  and  is  carried  farther  by  the  wind.  It  is  in  these 
lower  portions,  where  the  deodar  is  not  so  numerons,  that  cleanings 
are  nrgent,  as  the  principal  species  is  more  likely  to  be  suppressed. 
In  1890,  cleanings  were  undertaken  in  this  block,  and  now  the 
blue  pine  are  all  dead.  When  a  girdled  pine  is  dead,  the  roots 
become  quite  rotten  and  it  is  liable  to  be  blown  down  in  a  storm, 
or  to  be  brought  down  by  snow  ;  we  noticed  several  instances  of 
the  latter,  and  the  damage  done  to  the  deodar  is  considerable.  Did 
funds  and  time  permit,  it  would  be  better  in  the  interests  of  the 
crop  to  cut  down  the  blue  pine,  at  the  time  of  the  cleaning,  as  the 
fall  of  the  sapling  can  then  be  easily  directed  ;  but  as  nearly 
100  acres  of  this  kind  of  crop  in  the  Deoban  range  have  to  be 
operated  upon  every  year  according  to  the  working  plan,  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  do  otherwise  than  girdle  the  large  saplings. 

The  wood  of  the  girdled  pine  has  been  extensively  attacked  by 
the  larv88  of  a  Scolytid  beetle  ;  it  is  not  likely  that  any  sound  trees 
are  injured  by  this  insect,  we  saw  no  traces  of  this  either  last  year 
or  this. 

At  Koti-Kan&sar,  some  of  the  students  girdled  or  cut  down 
blue  pine  in  the  Kophti  block  below  the  path  to  Deoban,  and 
freed  775  deodars  ;  they  also  received  instruction  in  Abney's  level, 
as  used  for  finding  the  heights  of  trees.  The  area  girdled  last 
year  was  inspected  and  it  is  found  that  the  pine  were  beginning 
to  show  symptoms  of  decay. 

We  were  there  too  short  a  time  to  count  annual  rings,  but  the 
following  measurements  were  made  by  the  students  in  1888  and 
1891  :— 

In  1888,  they  counted  the  annual  rings  on  three  deodar  stumps 
close  to  the  camping-ground,  with  the  foUowing  results  : — 


Inclui 

t  from           Number  of  r%ng9. 

Inckes/rom        Numher  of  i 

nngt. 

centre.           I. 

II. 

III. 

ren/re.          I. 

II. 

III. 

Ut 

8 

11 

6 

13th      ...          14 

3 

12 

2Dd 

6 

15 

6 

14th      ...          18 

2 

5 

3rd 

5 

35 

6 

16th      ...            7 

4 

6 

4th 

3 

6 

3 

16th       ..            8 

10 

8 

6th 

3 

2 

7 

17th      ...          10 

6 

6 

6th 

4 

6 

6 

18th      ..           12 

6 

6 

7th 

5 

7 

6 

19th    ...           10 

7 

4 

8th 

7 

3 

5 

20th      ...           9 

0 

7 

0th 

6 

10 

7 

Add  for  height 

10th 

4 

3 

11 

from  ground    10 

10 

10 

nth 

8 

4 

15 

«. — 

12th 

6 

5 

23 

Total     169  yrs.    154 

yrs,  162  yrtu 

Girth 

... 

«■• 

11' 

11'.4'' 

ir 

Mean  radius 

... 

•<• 

20* 

19^ 

20" 

Age  when  tree  attoined  girth  of  6  feet= 

:lir  radius        68 

104 

89 

Aven 

kge  No.  of  ring* 

per  inch  radios    ... 

7 

7 

8 
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In  1891,  the  rings  were  counted  on  mean  radii  of 
stamps  :  the  resalts  are  tabulated  below  : — 


S2T 

Deodar 


Ndmbbr  of  Rinqs. 

Inches  from  the  centra 

1st  tree. 

2nd  tree. 

3rd  tree. 

1st         .■•                 ...                 ,«• 

12 

9 

14 

2nd 

6 

7 

11 

ord        •••                 ...                  ••• 

12 

8 

9 

4th 

14 

6 

4 

5th 

6 

11 

10 

6th 

4 

9 

6 

7th 

3 

7 

10 

8th 

3 

9 

9 

9th 

4 

14 

10 

10th 

3 

9 

12 

11th 

2 

G 

11 

12tb 

4 

7 

9 

13th 

4 

7 

9 

Uth 

3 

7 

6 

15th 

8 

8 

6 

16th 

4 

9 

5 

17th 

5 

5 

6 

18th 

8 

5 

19th 

4 

7 

20th 

8 

9 

21st 

3 

7 

22nd 

3 

8 

23rd 

4 

6 

24th 

3 

10 

Add  for  height  above  ground 

5 

"*5 

6 

Total    ... 

130 

143 

205 

Mean  radios  in  inches 

•  •• 

16 

20 

Age  when  tree  attained  girth  of  6  ft. 

71 

98 

100 

Average  No.  of  rings  per  inch     ... 

6 

9 

9 

The  mean  of  these  observations  gives  88  years  as  the  age  in 
which  a  deodar,  in  this  forest,  would  attain  six  feet  in  girth. 
The  Working  Plan  calculations,  probably  made  from  a  greater 
number  of  observations,  lead  to  80  years  ;  the  difference  is  not 
great 
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The  deodar  trees 

in  the  small 

temple 

grove  were 

with  the  following  result ; — 

GiHh. 

Heig] 
...      122' 

1.      18'9' 

•  •• 

2.      15' 

•  •• 

...      145' 

3.      11'2' 

•  •• 

...      158' 

4.      1011" 

•  •  • 

...      160' 

5.      10'9" 

...      145' 

measured 
ht. 


In  counting  annual  rings,  the  best  plan  is  to  measure  the 
longest  and  shortest  diameters,  to  add  them  up,  and  divide  by  4  ; 
then  find  and  mark  the  mean  radius  corresponding  to  this,  there 
will  generally  be  two,  and  to  count  and  record  the  rings  in 
every  mch.  We  can  thus  ascertain  the  age  at  which  the  tree  attain- 
ed any  given  girth.  To  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  result  for  any  given 
forest  a  large  number  of  observations  must  be  taken. 

29th  April — March  from  Koti-Eiin&sar  to  Konain  ;  the  path 
leads  through  the  village  lands  of  Mangtar  and  Tiuni,  aud  we 
observed  several  trees  lopped  for  various  purposes,  the  oaks  and 
Gelds  for  fodder,  deodar  for  litter  and  manure.  The  three  zones 
of  vegetation  were  well  observed  on  the  hill  opposite,  spruce  and 
silver  at  the  top  on  Kanjatra  and  Kophti  ridge,  then  deodar  with 
its  associates  blue  pine  and  moru  oak,  and  lower  down  chir  pine 
with  some  ban  oak.  At  the  bottom  of  the  valley  we  crossed  the 
Binalgadh  and  found  CoBsalpinia  sepiaria^  Albizzia  Julihrissin^ 
Pistacia  integerrirruiy  Rhamnus  persica^  Rhus  semialata  and  Olea 
cuspidcUa.  From  the  Binalgadh  to  Konain  is  a  stiff  climb  of  some 
3,500  feet  up  a  bare  hill  side. 

1st  and  2nd  May,  The  monthly  oral  examinations  in  Forestry 
were  held  on  these  dates. 

We  inspected  compartment  4, 'Konain,  in  which  improvement 
fellings  were  made  last  year,  the  trees  being  marked  by  the  students 
in  1891,  as  follows  : — 


Species. 

Under 

1    foot 

diameter 

12  feet 
diameter 

2-3  feet 
diameter 

Over 

3  feet 

diameter 

ToUl. 

Remarks. 

Deodar   ... 

KaU        

Aai  and  Morinda  ... 
Otb«r  species 

1 

8 

76 

3 

6 

86 
3 

3 

49 

... 
3 

1 

17 

214 

5 

Head  broken 
badly. 

Chiefly 
birob. 

Total 

88 

04 

62 

3 

237 

The  slope  is  steep  (40"*)  and  the  aspect  N.  E.;  the  crop  consists 
of  spruce  and  deodar,  with  blue  pine,  birch,  moru  oak,  and  a  little 
silver  fir. 
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The  object  of  the  improvement  fellings  in  this  forest  is  as 
follows : — 

(1)  to  give  more  space  to  the  crowns  of  deodar  poles  and 

trees  by  the  removal  of  inferior  species,  generally 
sprnce,  which  are  crowding  them  ap. 

(2)  to  free  deodar  small  poles  and  the  larger  saplings 

(especially  if  in  gronps)  by  the  removal  of  over- 
topping sprnce  and  silver  fir. 

(3)  to  give  more  room  to  fertile  deodar  seed  bearers  to 

enable  them  to  bear  seed. 

These  are  the  principal  objects  ;  and  in  cases  where  we  come 
across  gronps  of  young  saplings  of  fir,  we  may  give  them  more 
room  by  removing  one  or  two  mature  firs  around  them.  All  the 
material  can  be  utilized  as  fuel,  owing  to  the  new  road  to  Chakrata, 
vid  Pandawa. 

We  marked  trees  in  this  compartment  as  under  : — 


Kind  of  tree. 

Under 
y  girth. 

8*— 6^ 

9^-9^ 

Above 
9. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Bine  pine 

48 

21 

17 

0 

86 

Pir« 

30 

31 

27 

12 

100 

Deodar 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Broken  tops. 

MiaoeUaDeoas 

1 

3 

3 

1 

8 

Dead  trees 

3 

10 

4 

1 

18 

More  dead 
trees  were 

marked  than 
the  No.  given 
here. 

Total        ... 

83 

66 

61 

14 

24 

Fire  conservancy  was  introduced  here  in  1872,  and  before 
that,  fire  must  have  been  severe,  as  the  charred  remains  of  many  old 
trees  and  the  large  scars  on  the  upper  sides  of  many  standing 
deodars  testify.  The  Eonain  forest  has  been  heavily  worked  in  past 
years  for  building  material  for  Chakrata,  and  the  supply  of  green 
and  dry  timber  to  the  villagers  ;  but  in  spite  of  these  heavy 
demands,  the  forest  has  a  grand  future  before  it,  as  it  is  well 
stocked,  and  consists  for-  the  most  part  of  deodar  ;  there  are  some 
splendid  deodar  thickets  with  complete  canopy. 

We  examined  deodar  plantation  No.  2  of  1876,  in  Compart- 
ment 4.  The  place  is  well  drained  and  sheltered,  soil  good,  aspect 
N.  E.  The  planting  was  done  close,  5  feet  by  5  feet,  and  the  lower 
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branches  are  now  dead.  As  an  exercise,  we  pruned  off  the  dead 
branches  up  to  two  feet  from  the  ground.  The  seeds  were  sown  in 
the  Tika  nursery  in  1872,  pricked  out  into  nursery  lines  in  1874, 
and  put  out  in  1876,  in  pit»  5  feet  by  5  feet.  Measurements  made 
are  as  follows  : — 

1885         average  height        50    plants         5    ft.        9     in. 
1893  „  573        „  13      „        4      „ 

Some  of  the  original  plants  which  have  been  allowed  to  grow 
on  in  the  Tika  nursery  are  now  about  15  feet  high.  The  spot 
chosen  is  perhaps  too  flat  for  deodar  and  not  sufficiently  drained, 
as  these  plants  do  not  compare  favourably  with  a  similar  case  in 
Bodyar  (vide  page  287.) 

We  examined  some  instances  of  plot  sowing  near  the  nursery  ; 
the  plots  are  10  feet  by  10  feet  scattered  about  among  Indigofera 
and  other  shrubs,  and  contain  from  6  to  10  plants  each,  probably 
15  years  old,  the  length  of  the  annual  shoot  being  13  inches. 

Another  instance  of  plot  sowing  is  to  be  found  in  the  Ghaulu 
*  that,'  Siari  block,  where  in  1875  a  clear  felling  was  made  over 
an  area  about  600  yards  long  and  300  yards  wide.  The  aspect  of 
this  place  is  N.  E,  and  the  gradient  about  25*".  A  few 
moru  and  spruce  were  left  as  seed  bearers,  and  immediately  under 
the  former,  some  seedlings  of  moru  may  be  found  ;  but  otherwise 
the  area  was  over-grown  with  willows,  poplars,  brambles,  Strohilan" 
ihes,  and  other  shrubs,  and  the  reproduction  by  seed  was  712'/. 
Hence  in  1881,  plots  5  feet  by  5  feet  were  sown  with  deodar  seed, 
500  seeds  to  a  plot ;  superfluous  plants  which  came  up  were  used 
in  filling  up  blanks.     We  counted  43  plots  and  found  764   plants, 

fiving  us  an  average  of  18  plants  in  one  plot  with  an  average 
eight  of  6  feet ;  it  would  be  advisable  to  thin  out  these  plants 
leaving  2  or  3  of  the  dominant  ones  in  each  plot.  This  area  is 
interesting  as  demonstrating  how  important  it  is  to  avoid  making 
anything  m  the  nature  of  a  clear  felling  in  these  hills. 

The    Gidhi    Khud    Coppice  of  Karshu    Oak. 

This  coppice  forms  a  portion  of  the  Hajawa  Forest  and  is 
included  in  a  working  circle  with  two  detached  areas  of  Karshu 
as  follows  : — 

Gidhi   Ehud  12    compts.  38    acres. 

Hajawa  4        „  12         „ 

Jadi  4        „  12 

Total  20        „  62 

From  the  above  it  will  appear  that  the  rotation  of  the  coppice 
is  20  years,  and  the  average  size  of  the  annual  coupe  3'1  acres. 
The  elevation  of  Qidhi  Khud  is  over  9,000  feet  and  growth  at  this 
height  is  not  very  rapid  ;  hence  it  remains  to  be  proved  whether 
a  rotation  of  20  years  is  sufficiently  long  to  yield  fair  sized  fuel. 

Alternate  compartments  are  worked  in  succession,  so  that  the 
intermediate  compartments  may  afford  protection  against  wind. 
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frosty  &c.  and  a  shelter  belt  has  been  preserved  along  the  top  of  the 
ridge.  Snow  is  to  be  feared  at  this  elevation,  and  we  noticed  the 
effects  of  the  late  severe  winter  in  the  breaking  off  of  the  young 
coppice  shoots  with  the  bark  of  the  stool  attached. 

The  standards  have  been  well  chosen  and  are  nniformly  distri- 
buted, with  straight  stems,  and  fairly  broad,  symmetrical  crowns 
which  will  now  expand  owing  to  more  room. 

Felling,  cutting  and  stacking  are  done  by  contract  at  Rs.  2 
per  100  st.  c.  ft.,  the  contractor  being  bound  to  out  below  6 
mches  from  the  ground  ;  the  stools  are  afterwards  dressed  by  daily 
labour.  Only  stools  of  a  foot  in  diameter  or  less .  are  dressed. 
The  experiment  of  ringing  stools  of  large  trees,  instead  of  dressing 
them,  has  been  found  unsuccessful  and  therefore  abandoned. 

It  does  not  pay  to  carry  the  small  branch  wood  to  Chakrata^ 
and  anything  under  2  inches  diameter  is  left  on  the  ground.  In 
some  places  these  branches  are  lying  on  the  coupe  in  deep  masses,, 
not  only  injuring  the  shoots,  and  preventing  their  growing  up> 
but  also  preventing  the  germination  of  any  seed  that  may  be  shed. 
In  all  our  Indian  coppices,  at  some  distance  from  the  market,  this 
disposal  of  the  branch  wood  is  a  matter  of  serious  difficulty,  and 
merits  more  attention.  Fortunately,  in  a  damp  climate,  the  material 
soon  rots,  but  not  before  it  has  had  time  to  injure  the  stools. 

It  is  important  to  notice  that  the  compartments  above  the  road 
are  being  worked  first,  and  then  will  follow  those  below  the  road, 
so.  that  no  damage  will  be  done  to  coppice  shoots  by  logs,  trees,  &c.^ 
falling  down  on  to  them  from  above. 

The  following  table  shows  the  yield  of  the  compartments 
already  cut  over  : — 
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The  trees  which  are  being  felled  now  are  clearly  very  much 
older  than  20  years,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  yield  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  rotation,  will  fall  far  short  of  the  present  yield 
which  averages  up  to  date  3,882  st.  c.  ft.  per  acre.  iCarshu  acorns 
have  been  diobled  in  some  of  the  compartments  already  worked 
over,  and  have  come  up  successfully.  There  are  so  manv  old  stools 
which  produce  no  shoots  that  it  is  obvious  something  of  this  kind 
most  be  done. 

{To  le  continued) 
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forest  yidministratioD  in  the  Central  Provinces, 

In  the  last  October  nnmber  of  the  Indian  Forester  there 
appeared  an  article  setting  forth  roughly  the  "present  forest 
administration  of  the  C.  P."  ;  and  making  certain  remarks  with 
reference  to  "  impending  legislation."  This  article  was  written  at 
a  time  when  the  Local  uovemment  had  fully  convinced  itself 
that  some  alteration  had  to  be  made  in  the  present  adminis- 
tration ;  and,  taking  up  its  stand  on  the  hardships  of  the  agricul- 
turists, and  the  "  Zulum  " — to  use  a  well-known  Anglo-Indian 
term — of  the  Department,  it  was  ready  to  clutch  at  any  straw, 
provided  it  could  say  that  something  had  been  done. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  was  a  fear — ^a  great  fear — 
that  the  popular  cry  of  the  uninitiated  for  "  Commutation " 
should  be  accepted.  But,  as  was  pointed  out  on  page  418  of  the 
Indian  Forester  for  November,  1892,  this  proposal  '*  which  would 
surely  have  been  a  step  backwards  instead  of  one  of  progress  "  was 
repeated  by  the  Chief  Commissioner. 

Since  that  time  much  has  happened.  The  reign  of  Morpheus 
has  truly  passed  ;  and  we  are  now  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest 
revolution  the  forest  administration  of  this  or  any  other  Province 
has  ever  witnessed.  In  one  half  of  the  Province  only — ^to  quote 
the  words  of  those  in  authority — "  over  1550  square  miles  of  forests 
will  thus  shortly  be  provided  with  working  plans  "  ;  actual  com- 
pilation of  the  plans  being  completed  by  about  this  time  next  year. 

With  reference  to  the  introduction  of  this  scheme  I  have 
recently  had  an  opportunity  of  perusing  a  most  interesting  note 
relating  solely—  as  far  as  statistics  are  concerned — ^to  the  forest 
area  of  the  Northern  Circle  ;  though,  as  far  as  the  scheme  is 
concerned,  it  is  to  be  applied  without  modification  both  in  the 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Circles.  I  had  hoped,  before  this,  to 
have  read  an  account  of  this  revolutionary  undertaking  in  this 
Magazine  :  but  as  nothing  has  yet  appeared,  the  following  notes 
which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
readers  of  the  '  Forester.' 

I  will  begin  by  giving  a  few  statistics,  relating  only  to  the 
Southern  Circle,  which  will  aid  materially  in  arriving  at  an 
understanding  of  the  scheme  ;  after  which,  a  short  account  of  the 
scheme  itself  will  follow. 

As  a  preliminary,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  half  of 
the  Province  forming  the  Northern  Circle,  occupies  an  area  of 
10,079  square  miles,  including  forest  land  and  cultivation  ;  and  this 
couutry  is  inhabited  by  a  population  of  3,476,595  souls,  as  returned 
at  the  last  census.  Now,  the  area  of  the  Malguzari  and  Zemindari 
or  Proprietary  Forests,  situated  in  this  tract,  is  given  as  11,014 
square  miles  ;  so  that,  supposing  the  inhabitants  to  be  solely 
dependent  on  the  private  resources  of  the  Province  for  their 
forest  requirements,  it  would  follow  that  1*4  acres  per  head  of 
population  would  be  available. 
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Dr.  Schlich  in  his  book  on  Forestry,  has  stated  that  for  a  nation 
1  acre  per  head  of  population  is  a  sufficient  area  of  forest  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  people.  Consequently  it  would  appear  that 
the  people  are  independent  of  Government  Forests.  There  is  reason 
to  believe,  however,  that  the  above  figures  do  not  in  reality  express 
the  wooded  private  areas — ^that  is  to  say,  that  in  the  above  figures 
the  word  forest  must  be  taken  in  its  very  general  and  widest  signi- 
fication ;  and  not  in  the  sense,  of  "  woods."  And  as  will  be  seen 
from  figures  given  below,  there  is  a  decided  demand  on  the  Govern- 
ment forests. 

Let  us  turn  now  to  the  Government  Forests.     The  total  area 
is  given  at  10,079  squares  miles,  which  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 
Fire — ^protected  and  closed  forests  2,822  sq.,  miles 

Area  to  be  excised  from  Govt.,  forests  2,249     ,, 
Open  forests  5,008     „ 

Total      10,079  sq.,  miles. 
Deducting  the  area  which  is  shortly  to   be  excised,  it  follows 
that  7,830  square  miles  is  the   area  of  Government  forests  which 
will  be  permanently  retained  by  the   Forest  Department  of  these 
Provinces. 

Of  this  2,822  square  miles  is  the  area  of  Closed  forests  *  and 
the  remainder  5,008  square  miles,  constituting  the  open  forests,  in 
the  area  to  which  the  scheme  to  be  described  is  to  be  applied. 

This  area  of  5,008  square  miles  is  not,  however,  wholly  wooded 
and  it  is  estimated  that  45^  of  the  total  area  consists  of  blanks. 
From  which  the  following  is  deduced  : — 

Area  of  open  forests  5,008    sq.,  miles 

Deduct  area  of  blanks  2,253         „ 


Wooded  area  2,755  square  miles. 

Now,  in  this  area  of  2,755  square  miles,  I  gather  that  4  valua- 
,tion  Surveys  by  cutting  over  a  total  area  of  195*5  acres,  were 
carried  out  with  the  following  results  per  acre,  after  leaving  30 
standards  : — 


Produce. 
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*    For  definition  of  '*  Qoted  "   and    <*  Open  "    forests,    vide  pages   375 
Indian  Fori  9* tr  for  October,  1882. 
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These  resnits  would  give  an  average  of  6*7  tons  of  wood  ^ 
the  acre. 

And,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  Working  Plans,  the  follow- 
ing average  is  accepted,  after  leaving  30  reserves  to  the  acres  : — 
(a)     Timber  ...  ...     1  ton 

(6)     Fuel  ...  ...     4  tons 

Total  per  acre        5  tons 

Accepting  this  average  yield  as  correct,  we  arive  at  the  result 
that  on  the  2,755  square  miles  forming  the  wooded   portion  of  the 
"  Open  Forests  "  the  following  is  the  stocking  :— 

(a)    Timber        ...  ...     1,763,200  tons 

(h)    Firewood     ...  ...     7,052,800    ^ 

Total     8,816,000  tons 
Now,  as  to  the  consumption  from  these  forests,  as  calculated 
by  the  registered  sales  of  the  previous  year  1891-92,  the  following 
is  the  result : — 

(a)    Timber  ...  ...     11,852  tons 

(h)    Firewood  ...  ...     47,816     „ 

Toial    59,168  tons 

Or,  reducing  this  to  acres,  at  5  tons  to  the  acre,  we  have  that 
the  area  to  be  cut  over  yearly  to  meet  the  demands  is  equal  to 
11,834  acres,  as  compared  with  1,763,200  acres  of  well  stocked 
forest  available. 

Having  said  so  much  by  way  of  preface,  it  is  now  time  that 
we  turned  our  attention  to  the  details  of  the  scheme  itself. 
Boughlyspeaking,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  usual  practice  in  pre- 
paring Working  Plans  is  to  start  with  a  forest — that  is  with  a  tract 
of  wooded  country  of  given  area ;  then  to  divide  this  area  into 
blocks  and  compartments  ;  then  to  fix  the  rotation ;  then  to 
determine  the  yield  per  acre,  and  finally  to  fix  the  annual  cuttings.  • 
In  the  Central  Provinces,  however,  this  procedure  is  to  be  com- 
pletely reversed.  Above,  we  have  shown  that  the  consumption 
from  the  forests  of  the  Northern  Circle  during  the  year  1891-92, 
was  equal  to  59,168  tons,  this  quantity  being  the  registered  con- 
sumption during  the  year  1891-92,  for  the  whole  of  the  Northern 
Circle,  which  is  divided  into  8  Forest  Divisions;  these  again  being 
divided  into  so  many  Ranges.  So  that  the  consumption  from 
the  Government  Forests  of  each  Division,  and  of  each  Range  is 
known.  Further,  in  each  Range  there  are  a  number  of  licensed 
vendors  whose  duty  it  has  been  to  sell  licenses  at  fixed  rates  per 
cartload  or  headload  to  the  people  requiring  forest  produce,  the 
purchasers  being  permitted  to  cut  and  remove  the  same  from  any 
part  of  the  forest  served  by  a  particular  license  vendor.  It  follows 
that  not  only  is  the  total  sale  of  forest  produce  per  annum  from 
each  license  vending  station  known,  but  also  the  quantity  of 
produce  removed  from  the  heart  of  Government  forest  land,  for  the 
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extraction  of  produce  from  which  licenses  were  sold  at  a  fixed 
license  vending  station. 

Now,  this  knowledge  may  be  called  the  foundation  stone  of 
onr  scheme  ;  for,  not  only  does  it  aid  materially  in  determining 
the  number  of  working  circles  which  are  to  be  established  in  any 
Bange,  the  working  circle  being  so  fixed  and  in  such  number 
thai  no  inconvenience  is  to  be  caused  to  the  people  in  carying  pro- 
duce removed  from  the  annual  cuttings,  for  long  distances  to  tneir 
homes  ;  but  this  knowledge  is  indispensable  for  determining  the 
size  or  area  of  annual  cuttings,  and  of  working  circles,  in  a 
manner  which  will  now  be  described. 

For  the  purpose  of  introducing  this  new  scheme  the  first 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  determine  the  annual  yield  which  is  required 
from  a  particular  tract  of  forest — that  is  to  determine  the  con- 
sumption in  tons  during  the  year  189] -92  from  this  tract  This 
information  in  cartloads  and  headloads,  is  obtained  in  the  manner 
just  explained  from  the  license  vendor,  who  has  been  selling  licenses 
for  that  particular  tract  ;  and  on  the  assumption  that  1  tonz=3'2l 
cartloads =36  headloads,  the  tonnage  follows. 

The  yield  which  the  annual  cuttings  of  the  working  circle, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  in  a  part  of  a  Range,  that  is,  the 
registered  quantity  yearly  consumed  in  the  tract  havmg  thus  been 
fixed,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  add  to  it  50%  "  to  meet  the 
'  more  than  probable  increasmg  demands  which  are  certain  to  be 
'  made  on  the  forests  if  the  seDing  rates  are  lowered."  And  now 
by  dividing  the  resultant  figure  by  5—(Le.  5  tons,  the  average 
stocking  of  the  open  forests  ot  the  C.P.,  as  above  explained) — the 
number  of  acres  of  wood  which  require  to  be  felled  to  yield  the 
estimated  out-turn  is  determined. 

The  next  and  final  step,  the  fixing  of  the  working  circle,  is  quite 
as  simple.  It  has  been  shown  above  that ''  45  per  cent  of  the  total 
area  of  the  open  forests  consists  of  blanks "  consequently  as  the 
rotation  is  fixed  at  30  years  for  the  following  reasons,  namely, 
"  that  the  coppicing  faculty  of  the  several  species  to  be  dealt  with  is 

*  not  lost  but  is  well  maintained  within  that  age  even  extending  up 

*  to  and  beyond  50  years  in  most  species.  Teak  coppices  fairly  well 
'  up  to  50  years ;  so  do  sal,  lendhya,  mohwa,  sirioa  and  numerous 
'  others  which  yield  valuable  timber  and  other  products  "  ;  the  idea 
being  to  produce  poles  from  9  to  12  inches  and  up  to  18  inches 
girth,  such  poles  ''  being  in  greatest  demand  by  the  people,  as 
*with   them    they   build    their  houses,    fence   their    fields,   and 

*  employ  them  as  supports  for  sugar-cane  crops  " — ^it  follows  that 
by  multiplying  the  number  of  acres  thus  found  by  54*54,  (t.^,  1  x 
'818  xSp  » 54*54),  the  area  of  the  required  working  circle  will 
be  derived. 

The  following  example  will,  perhaps,  best  illustrate  the 
method  : — 

Suppose  that  the  registered  consumption  of  wood  for  the 
locality  in  the  years  1891-92  was  10  tons,  50  per  cent  added  would 
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laise  this  to  15  tons.  The  required  area  of  forest  expected  to  yield 
15  tons  or  the  average  rate  of  5  tons  per  acre  will  be  3  acres, 
then  3  multiplied  bj  54'54=rl63*62  acres  will  be  the  area  of  the 
Working  Circle. 

The  area  of  the  required  Working  Circle  having  thus  been 
fixed,  theoretically,  it  is  in  the  next  place  to  be  laid  down,  practic- 
ally, on  the  ground — ^a  portion  of  forest  of  the  required  area  of  the 
Working  Circle  being  carved  out  from  the  existing  forest  area. 
This  being  done  it  only  remains  now  to  say  a  few  words  with  re- 
ference to  the  method  of  treatment  and  the  method  of  conducting 
the  fellings.  From  what  has  already  been  said  it  will  have  been 
gathered  that  the  "method  of  treatment  *'  or  sylvicultural  system 
IS  to  be  that  of  coppice  with  standards,  the  number  of  standards 
being  fixed  at  60  to  the  acre,  besides  all  trees  having  a  circum- 
ference area  of  3  feet.  The  rotation,  for  reasons  above  given,  is 
fixed  at  30  years. 

As  to  the  method  of  conducting  the  fellings,  the  perio  \  of  30 
years  is  to  be  divided  into  2  periods  of  15  years  and  the  fellings 
will  be  conducted  on  the  metnod  of  strips,  5  chains  broad,  and  not 
more  than  20  chains  in  length,  the  trees  on  every  alternate  strip 
being  left  standing,  each  strip  and  alternate  belt  of  trees  thus  being 
of  equal  width  occupying  equal  areas.  That  is  to  say  that  perfect 
parallellograms  5  chains  broad,  10  to  20  chains  long,  are  to  be 
laid  down  on  the  ground,  and  cut  alternately.  The  entire  area  o  f 
the  Working  Circle  will  thus  be  gone  over  during  the  first  1  5 
years,  and  in  the  16th  year  the  fellings  will  recommence,  the 
alternate   belts  being  then  felled — ^and  so  on  to  the  30th  year. 

1  n  conclusion  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  with 
reference  to  the  effects  of  this  new  scheme  in  upsetting  the  old 
system  of  management.  In  the  old  days  the  person  requiring  a 
forest  produce  had  merely  to  purchase  a  license  at  the  nearest 
license  vending  station  and  armed  with  his  license  and  his  axe 
he  had  the  run  of  the  whole  forest  wherein  to  satisfy  his  desires. 
There  was  practically  no  check  and  certainly  no  system. 

By  the  introduction  of  the  new  scheme  above  described  all 
the  Government  forests  will  be  closed  and  reserved,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  annual  cuttings,  that  is  the  strips  which  are  to  be 
annually  felled  and  from  which  alone  green  wood  is  to  be  obtain- 
able :  the  license  vendor  residing  on  the  site  of  the  cutting  area, 
in  order  that  no  great  inconvenience  be  caused  to  the  people 
dependent  on  the  Governmeat  forests,  their  produce  for  the  annual 
fellings  are  to  be  fairly  close  together  ;  and  in  fact  the  number 
of  working  circles  which  have  been  established  in  the  different 
Forests  Divisions  would  appear  to  vary  from  30  to  over  60.  For 
these,  working  plans  are  to  be  prepared  at  once,  and  in  the  words 
already  used  above,  over  "  1,550  square  miles  of  forest  will  thus 
*  shortly  be  provided  with  Working  rlans  ";  "  the  actual  oompilation 
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of  Plans  being"  completed  by  about  October  1893.  Thus  we  have 
to  contemplate  the  following  mysteries.  To  begin  with,  a  Province, 
which  has  an  area  of  Government  Forest  equal  to  x  acres  which  have 
been  worked  for  over  30  years  without  even  the  elements  of  a 
Working  Plan  being  thought  necessary  ;  though  a  consumption 
of  about  y  tons  has  been  the  average  yearly  quantity  of  material 
removed  from  these  forests,  the  whole  of  this  produce  having  been 
extracted  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  purcnaser  from  any  part 
of  a  Government  Forest  without  let  or  nindrance  :  suddenly,  in 
a  single  year,  from  the  Government  forests  of  this  Province  not  a 
single  stick  will  be  removed  except  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  a  Working  Plan. 

In  this  article,  only  a  rough  description  of  the  scheme  which 
is  now,  it  is  understood,  in  working  order,  has  been  given.  Details 
have  been  omitted,  as  being,  perhaps,  tedious  and  unnecessary  to 
the  understanding  of  the  scheme  itself.  Similarly,  all  criticisms  of 
the  scheme  have  been  avoided:  though  both  these  matters  might 
well  form  the  subjects  of  special  articles. 

Tuscan. 


Forest  Conservancy  in  the  Catchment  areas  of  tanks. 

An  interesting  discussion  has  lately  taken  place  on  the  advant- 
ages and  disadvantages,  from  the  point  of  view  of  water  supply,  of 
fostering  woody  and  herbaceous  growth  in  the  drainage  area  of  the 
Danta  tank  in  Ajmere,  where  the  climate  is  dry,  evaporation  great, 
and  the  rainfall  slight  and  uncertain  in  its  character.  It  has  been 
found  impossible,  in  this  case,  to  arrive  at  fairly  reliable  conclu- 
sions ;  but  the  general  question  does  not  appear,  in  India  at  least, 
to  have  ever  been  systematically  investigated.  Should  any  of  our 
readers  have  had  special  opportunities  for  observing  how  forest 
conservancy  in  such  a  climate  affects,  in  loose  dry  soils,  the  re- 
tention of  water  on  sloping  ground,  the  record  of  their  views  in 
this  journal  would  no  doubt  be  of  advantage  in  elucidating  the 
question. 

The  tank  alluded  to  was  completed  in  1878.  It  is  situated 
among  low  steeply-sloping  hills  in  a  very  dry  climate,  the  average 
annual  rainfall  being  about  16  inches.  The  drainage  area  extends 
over  about  3  square  miles,  the  whole  being  a  rocky  basin,  covered 
thinly  with  a  light  sandy  soil.  The  vegetation,  when  protectad,  is 
of  the  poorest  kind — low  stunted  trees  or  shrubs,  with  grass,  much 
of  which  disappears  in  seasons  of  drought.  The  forest  growth  in 
the  catchment  area  was  first  conserved  in  1880,  and  has  since  been 
uninterruptedly  protected.     Conservancy  was  undertaken  because 
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it  was  confidently  expected  that,  not  only  by  this  means  would  the 
silting-up  of  the  tank-bed  be  impeded,  but,   more   especially,   that 
the  brushwood  and  srass  would  enable  a  greater   percentage  of  the 
total  rainfall  to  reach  the  reservoir,  by  diminishing  evaporation  and 
by  causing  water  to  flow  ofif  the  slopes  less  rapidly  and  to  continue 
flowing  for  some  time  after   the  cessation  of  rain.     The  assuring 
of  a  slow  and  continuous  flow,   provided   that   the  total  in-take  of 
water  in  the  tank  is  not  thereby  much  reduced,  would  be,  in   this 
case,  of  special  importance,  as  evaporation  from  the  tank  surface  is 
probably   greater   than   when   the  water   is   flowing   towards  the 
reservoir.     In  1892,  however,  after  12  years  of  forest  conservancy, 
it  was  reported  that  the  tank  had  dried  up,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
permit  tnenceforward   unrestricted    grazing   and   the   cutting  of 
bushes  during  the  greater  part  of  each  year  m  the   area  drained  by 
the  tank.     It  was  argued  that  the  e£Pect  of  forest  conservancy  was, 
by  retarding  the  flow  into  the  tank,  to  increase  the  loss  by  evapora- 
tion.    Thb  argument  was  founded  mainly  on  the  accepted  fact  that^ 
in  previous  years,  the  tank  had  onlv  been  filled  after  very  heavy 
rainfall.     No  proof  was  adduced  that  the  in-take  of  water  would 
have  been  gi*eater  had  the  vegetation  not  been  protected  ;  but  it 
was  roundly  stated  that  the  drainage  area  would  be  best  adapted 
to  its  requirements  were  the  whole  surface  covered  with  a  smooth 
impermeable  substance^  such  as  asphalt.     Before  coming  to  a  con- 
clusion, the  local  authorities  undertook  a  further  enquiry  as  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  reservoir,  and  the  effect  which   the   presence 
or  absence  of  forest  growth  has  en  the  quantity  of  water  actually 
becoming  available  in  that  and  other  local  tanks  similarly  situated. 
The  result  of  this  enquiry  is  that  data  are  not  available   on   which 
the  matter  can  be  set  at  rest.     The  various   officials  consulted  are 
fairly  evenly  divided  in  opinion  :  some  considering,  for  instance, 
that,  when  the  rainfall  is  slight,  the  water  has  a  better   chance  of 
ultimately  reaching  the  tank  if  the  vegetation  on  the  hill   slopes  is 
protected  ;  others  condemning  forest  conservancy   as  an   unmixed 
evil  from  the  point  of  view  concerned.     The  course  finally  adopted 
has  been  to  defer  the  settlement  of  the  question  for  a  short  term  of 
years,  during  which  the  quantity  and  character  of  the  rainfall  and 
other  particulars  will   be   systematically   observed  and  recorded. 
Although  the  discussion  has  been  hitherto  to  a  great  extent  based 
on  academic   considerations,  it  has  raised  an   interesting  question 
which,  in  some  localities,  must  be  of  considerable  economic  import- 
ance.    There  are  many  localities  in  Southern  India  which  must  be 
very  similar  to  that  in  Ajmere,   where  tanks  surrounded   by  hills 
which  have  been  taken  up  as  Reserves  might  be  expected  to  give 
information.     Most  especially  are  such  localities  common  in  the 
Ceded  Districts  and  we  hope  some  of  our  readers  in  those  Districts 
will  give  us   their  experience.     And  as  regards  the  Danta  tank, 
the  results  of  the  experiments  to  be  undertaken  will   influence  the 
solution  of  similar  problems  in  various  parts  of  India. 
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Charcoal  for   Iron   Smelting. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  India  for 
1892  it  is  stated  with  reference  to  the  iron-ores  of  Southern  India 
that  the  question  of  the  successful  development  of  the  enormous 
iron-ore  deposits  of  the  Salem  District  becomes  eventually  a  forest 
problem,  as  there  is  no  coal  in  the  district  and  no  immediate  pros- 
pect of  profitably  using  for  this  purpose,  on  account  of  heavy  tran- 
sit charges,  the  coal  raised  in  other  Provinces.  It  may  be  urged 
that  it  by  no  means  follows  that  because  an  iron  industry  cannot 
be  developed  owing  to  the  costliness  of  coal,  charcoal  can  there- 
fore be  made  available  at  a  sufBciently  low-cost  to  float  the 
industry.  But  it  certainly  behoves  the  Forest  Department  to  put 
forward  such  a  report  of  its  resources,  and  possibilities,  as  will  ais- 
tinctly  show  to  what  extent,  both  as  regards  material  and  as 
regards  cost,  it  can  contribute  towards  the  utilization  of  the  ore. 

In  view  to  this,  the  first  information  required  seems  to  be 
a  reliable  statement  of  the  quantity  of  charcoal  required  to  produce 
a  ton  of  iron.  Such  authorities  as  Sir  Dietrich  Brandis  and  Dr. 
Schlich  pronounced  this  to  be  2^  to  3^  tons,  and  their  statements, 
have  so  far  as  we  know,  remained  unquestioned,  up  to  the  appear- 
ance of  a  letter  in  the  Pioneer  by  Mr.  Charles  McMinn,  dated  20  th 
March  last,  in  which  it  is  said  : — ^'  In  the  Blandfer  furnace,  writes 
*  Greenwood,  page  134,  the  consumption  of  charcoal  is  16  j  cwt.  per 
^  ton  of  pig  produced."  The  actual  experience  of  our  readers  is 
earnestly  sought  in  order  to  reconcile  these  dififerent  authorities,  Our 
limited  acquaintance  with  the  subject  of  iron  smelting  goes  to  show 
that  in  a  rule  of  thumb  sort  ot  measure  equal  quantities  by  weight 
of  ore  and  charcoal  are  used,  and  that  it  is  more  likely  that  16| 
cwt.  of  charcoal  are  consumed  in  a  Blandfer  furnace  to  smelt  a 
ton  of  ore,  than  to  produce  a  ton  of  iron. 

Then  comes  the  question  of  the  yield  of  the  ores.  In  Watt's 
Economic  Dictionary,  we  find  that  Salem  magnetite  containing  17 
per  cent,  of  metal  yields  by  the  methods  in  vogue  only  15  per  cent 
Can  50  per  cent,  be  obtained  from  the  richest  ores  with  an  expendi- 
ture of  charcoal  of  two  tons  to  one  ton  of  iron  produced  ?  Or  can 
better  or  worse  results  only  be  obtained? 

With  further  reference  to  Mr.  McMinn's  letter  above  quoted 
and  which  is  reproduced  below*  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the 
constituents  of  wood  absolutely  dispose  ot  the  matter  of  obtaining 
by  any  process  of  carbonisation  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  the  wood 
by  weignt  in  charcoal.  The  usual  result,  under  favourable  condi- 
tions, is  21  or  22  per  cent,  of  charcoal. 

Finally,  it  may  be  said  that  the  yield  of  forests  so  differentlv 
situated  as  those  of  Madras  and  Russia  can  scarcely  be  compared. 
Full  complete  forests  in  Europe  may  produce  a  ton  per  acre  per 
annum,  and  we  have  forests  in  India  which  produce  that  amount, 
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BDch  as  our  richest  and  best  stocked  Sal  forests  of  the  Himalayan 
Terai,  but  whether  the  forests  of  Salem  or  the  Boswellia  mixed 
forests  of  Central  India  actually  produce  one-half  or  one-tenth  that 
amount  of  wood  is  for  our  readers  in  those  localities  to  show,  and 
we  trust  they  will  come  forward  and  clear  up   this   point. 

The  charge  made  against  the  department  in  regard  to  its 
cherished  wood  may  be  dismissed  with  the  remark  that  the  depart- 
ment is  ever  ready  to  find  an  outlet  for  its  products  at  a  profitable 
rate.  If  Metallurgy  or  any  other  industry  can  offer  value  for  wood 
either  at  present  existing,  or  to  be  grown  in  the  future,  the  financial 
and  commercial  abilities  of  the  Forest  Department  which  have 
always  been  rated  highly,  will  not  fail  to  meet  such  an  offer  in  a 
liberal  and  business-hke  way. 

H. 

♦IKON  MANUFACTURE  IN  INDIA. 
To  THK  Editor. 

Sir— From  the  threepenny  handbook  of  commerdal  products,  No.  8,  Iron, 
published  by  the  Govemment  of  India,  I  learn  that  Ooyemsnent  oflBdals  seem 
to  be  labouring  under  erroneous  ideas  touching  the  efifeots  of  iron  working  upon 
forests.  We  are  told  at  paee  14,  apparentlr  on  the  authority  of  Sir  Dietrich 
Brandis,  that  10,000  tons  of  iron  require  35,000  tons  of  charcoal,  to  be  produced 
from  140,000  tons  of  wood,  which,  at  the  rate  of  half  a  ton  per  acre  of  annual 
yield,  require  280,000  seres  of  forest  During  a  long  career  of  respectful  criticism 
of  official  literature,  I  have  ever  submitted  that  Indian  officials  will  make  grave 
mistakes  and  fall  into  perilous  delusions  if  they  refuse  to  peruse  and  digest  the 
non-official  literature  of  their  subjects.  Now  we  can  understand  from  these  figures 
why  the  Indian  Forest  Department  has,  though  graciously  disposed,  still  hung 
back  when  asked  to  make  concessions  for  iron  manufacture.  Twenty-eight  acres 
of  forest  for  each  ton  of  pig  !  So  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  authorities  within 
reach,  each  one  of  these  tnree  statements  largely  underestimates  the  productive 
power  of  each  several  factor.  We  are  told  that  an  acre  of  forest  only  produces 
naif  a  ton  of  fuel  annually,  that  eight  acres  will  be  required  for  one  ton  of  char- 
coal, and  three  and  a  half  tons  of  charcoal,  or  twenty-eight  acres,  for  one  ton  of 
Iron.  The  best  authority  on  the  subject,  Jeans,  states  that  each  blast  furnace 
requires  at  least  20,000  acres  of  forest  for  fuel  in  Russia = see  psffe^262— and 
every  modem  blast  furnace  turns  out  10,000  tons  per  annum  as  a  minimum.  In 
(he  Blandfer  furnace,  writes  Greenwood,  page  134,  the  consumption  of  charcoal 
Is  16}  cwt.  per  ton  of  pig  produced.  As  for  the  half  ton  of  wood  per  annum  per 
acre,  when  root  crops  at  home  yield  10  to  60  tons,  I  am.  silent.  Dr.  Schlich— see 
article  Charcoal,  Watt's  Economic  Dictionary— though  himself  a  forester 
anxious  for  his  charge,  estimates  the  charcoal  required  per  ton  of  iron  at  2^  not  Z\ 
tons.  At  any  rate,  if  20,000  acres  of  forest  suffice  in  Russia  and  India,  where 
reproduction  is  far  more  rapid,  a  much  smaller  area  should  be  ample.  Years  ago, 
I  pointed  out  in  your  columns  that  the  best  Jabalpur  iron  was  mnuie  with  bamboo 
and  Boswellia,  which  were  waste  products  over  vast  areas  of  our  forests.  I  sub- 
mit that  the  statistics  circulated  by  Government  in  the  threepenny  handbook 
are  calculated  to  discourage  Indian  metallurffy,  though  probably  the  intention  of 
Its  author  was  quite  the  reverse.  Of  course  the  Forest  Department  will  be  hostile 
when  told  that  280,000  acres  of  their  cherished  wood  are  wanted  for  each  blast 
furnace  ;  they  would  be  friendly,  probably,  if  informed  that  10,000  acres  was, 
at  any  rate,  much  nearer  a  sober  estimate. 

CHARLES  W.  McMINN. 
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Deodar  in  Kulu. 

Sir, 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  correspondent's  letter  on 
"  Deodar  in  Kulu  "  contained  in  the  Indian  Forester  for  May, 
1893  and  beg  to  make  the  following  remarks  on  some  of  the  points 
discussed  in  his  paper.  I  am  glad  to  note  the  ffreat  importance 
placed  by  your  correspondent  on  the  element  of  shelter,  and  I  also 
am  of  opinion  that  too  much  stress  cannot  be  placed  on  this 
important  condition.  In  my  opinion  (based  on  10  or  12  years' 
experience  of  Deodar  planting  and  sowing  in  the  Himalaya)  it  is 
almost  useless  to  attempt  to  grow  Deodar  successfully  on  bare  hill 
sides  out  in  the  open,  but  where  shelter  is  available,  even  though 
the  soil  is  poor,  the  successful  planting  and  sowing  of  Deodar  is 
generally  successful.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  in  the  case  of  the 
treatment  of  bare  places  is  to  get  up  some  kind  of  shelter  either 
from  Blue  Pine  (Pinus  excelsa)  or  such  bushes  as  Indigofera^ 
Desmodivm,  &c.,  under  whose  fostering  care  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  inducing  Deodar  to  grow.  The  lateral  shelter  of  old 
Deodars  and  of  Oaks  and  other  trees  is  also  good  when  available. 
In  all  Deodar  planting  work  and  in  fact  as  a  general  rule, 
with  regard  to  all  planting  operations  in  this  country,  another 
great  secret  of  success  lies  in  using  ^ood,  strong  nursery 
plants,  not  less  than  10  inches  high,  and  which  have  been  trans- 
planted at  least  twice  in  the  nursery  beds  before  removal  to  the 
Forest.  In  the  case  of  Deodar,  these  can  be  planted  during  the 
rains  with  or  without  balls  of  earth,  but  the  planting  work  should 
all  be  completed  by  the  middle  or  at  the  latest  the  end  of  July  so 
as  to  give  the  plants  a  fair  chance  of  establishing  themselves  before 
the  rains  are  over.  A  system  of  transplanting  Deodar  in  baskets 
has  been  lately  introduced  into  this  Division  by  the  Conservator 
and  which,  though  slightly  more  expensive  than  the  old  plan  of 
planting  out  direct,  has  the  advantage  of  ensuring  almost  com- 
plete success.     This  plan  may  be  described  as  follows: — 

When  the  young  Deodar  plants  are  18  months  old  and  after 
having  been  pricked  out  once  in  the  nursery  beds  after  6  months, 
they  are  transplanted  during  July  into  Bamboo  or  Uingal  baskets 
8  inches  by  4  inches  and  placed  in  a  shady  place  in  the  nurseries. 
These  are  occasionally  watered  during  the  autumn  and  are  ready  for 
planting  out  during  the  succeeding  March  and  April,  when  just  2 
years  old,  by  which  time  the  roots  begin  to  appear  outside  the 
baskets.     The  baskets  soon  rot,  the  plant  establisnes  itself  at  once 
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and  very  few  failures  are  the  result,  probably  not  more  than 
5  per  cent.  As  in  Kulu,  so  in  Jaunsar,  there  was  a  splendid  crop 
of  Deodar  seed  during  November  1892,  and  this  has  resulted  in 
a  magnificent  crop  of  seedlings  wherever  suitable  conditions  exist. 
Your  correspondent  altogether  condemns  sowing  of  Deodar  in 
situ^  but  I  may  say  that  some  success  has  been  obtained  with 
sowings  in  patches  and  pits  in  the  forests  of  this  Division,  wherever 
the  conditions  of  soil,  aspect,  elevation  and  shelter  were  favourable. 
One  advantage  is  that  the  system  does  not  cost  much,  and  in  a  good 
seed  year,  one  can  often  use  up  a  quantity  of  seed  which  could  not 
be  otnerwise  utilised.  I  quite  agree  with  your  correspondent  in 
his  remarks  about  the  trifling  damage  done  by  limited  cattle 
grazing  in  Deodar  forest,  and  have  often  noted  that  a  much  better 
crop  of  seedlings  is  generally  forthcoming  in  lightly  grazed  areas 
than  in  the  strictly  closed  and  fenced  forests.  Goats  and  sheep 
imdoubtedly  nibble  the  Deodar  seedlings  and  as  they  do  not  assist 
in  breaking  up  the  turf,  these  animals  should  not  be  allowed  in  to 
browse  in  any  Deodar  forest  under  reproduction.  The  damage 
done  by  Buffaloes  is  also  considerable,  as  they  trample  down  the 
seedlings  and  knock  about  and  bark  the  saplings  with  their  horns, 
so  they  two  should  not  be  allowed  in  young  Deodar  forests  but 
with  cattle  1  consider  a  moderate  amount  of  grazing  an  advantage. 

E.  Mc.  A.  M. 


Jiw  important  question  of  forest  Law. 

Sir, 

Will  some  of  your  readers  learned  in  Forest  Law  give  us  their 
valuable  opinion,  or  others  who  may  have  tested  the  point  their 
experience,  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  obligations  imposed 
by  Sec.  78  of  Act  VII  of  1878  (The  Forest  Act)  ?  Sec.  78  requires 
that  certain  persons  shall  furnish  information  respecting  the  com- 
mission of  Forest  offences,  and  also  render  assistance  in  certain 
cases,  when  called  upon  ;  but  it  specifies  no  penalty  or  punishment 
in  the  event  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  fulfil  the  obligations. 

The  question  has  arisen  whether  the  non-fulfilment  of  these 
obligations  is  punishable  at  all,  and  if  punishable,  whether  it  can 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Forest  Act  or  under  the  Indian  Penal  Code. 

Various  arguments  have  been  advanced,  and  views  expressed 
tending  to  show  that  the  failure  to  punish  information,  or  to 
render  assistance  must  be  held  to  be  an  '  offence  '  ;  but  these  still 
need  the  confirmation,  so  far  as  we  know,  of  a  conviction  under 
either  Sec.  65  of  Act  VII,  or  Sec.  187  of  the  Indian  Penal  Code, 
which  shall  stand  the  test  of  Appeal  to  a  higher  Court. 

Pending  such  authoritative  decision  by  the  Courts,  it  seems 
to  us  that  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  obligations  imposed  by  Sec.  78 
maybe  fairly  treated  as  a 'Forest  offence',  for,  if  it  is  not  a 
*  Forest  offence  ',  it  would  appear  not  to  be  an  offence  at  all,  which 
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would  seem  absurd,  and  to  exempt  it  from  the  provisions  of  Sec.  187 
of  the  Indian  Penal  Code.  In  this  view  the  '  offence '  could  be 
compounded  by  a  Forest  OflBcer  specially  empowered  under  Sec.  67 
of  Act  VII  or  it  could  be  punished  under  Sec.  65  of  the  same  Act. 
At  all  events,  where  the  offender  is  willing  to  compound,  the 
use  of  Sec.  67  would  seem  to  be  unobjectionable,  since  in  the  event 
of  his  refusing  to  pay  compensation,  he  can  be  prosecuted  under 
both  Sec.  187  of  the  Indian  Penal  Code,  and  Sec.  65  of  Act  VII. 

H. 


Results  of   Eucalyptus  cultivation. 

Sir, 

Since  the  fiftieth  year  of  this  century  and  during  several 
years'  field  studies  before  that  time,  I  have  exerted  myself  for  the 
introduction  and  extensive  cultivation  of  the  best  species  of 
Eucalypti  as  adapted  for  various  regions  of  the  globe,  not  only 
through  the  elaboration  of  extensive  works  but  also  by  distributing 
select  seeds  of  the  variou**  specific  trees,  as  well  for  industrial,  as  for 
sanitary  purposes.  Late  in  life,  it  would  be  a  pleasing  satisfaction 
to  me,  if  I  could  learn  of  particular  successes  anywhere  in  these 
rearings,  so  largely  called  forth  by  myself  without  personal 
advantages  of  my  own. 

As  regards  Continental  India,  I  am  aware  that  the  Eucalypti 
have  become  of  extraordinary  value  ;  also  in  the  Peshawar  and 
Lahore  Districts  they  have  proved  useful  to  subdue  fevers  and 
to  provide  timber  and  fuel ;  so,  it  would  probably  be  of  great 
interest  and  serve  further  useful  purposes,  for  those  living  far 
away,  if  some  detailed  information  could,  in  reference  to  your 
provinces,  be  afforded  through  your  excellent  periodical,  which 
valuable  publication  I  regularly  receive  through  your  generosity. 
May  I  also  draw  your  attention  on  this  occasion  to  the  im- 
mense successes  attained  in  manv  tracts  of  South  Africa  right 
to  the  Transvaal,  with  two  of  the  principal  Australian  bushes 
mentioned  in  my  "Select  Plants  "  as  particularly  recommendable, 
namely,  Atriplex  nummularia  and  A,  halimoides^  which  perhaps 
are  also  now  gregariously  naturalized  in  the  Punjab  and  Peshawar. 

My  Iconography  of  Australian  Salsolaceous  plants  (quarto, 
96  plates)  will  doubtless  be  accessible  to  you. — A  rather  full 
account  of  the  pastoral  rearing  and  spreading  of  the  two  men- 
tioned Atriplices  is  given  in  one  of  the  last  numbers  of  the 
Agricultural  Journal  of  Cape  Town  and  by  the  venerable  and 
erudite  Professor  McOwan,  who  alludes  to  the  intelligent  and 
zealous  co-operation,  so  far,  of  numerous   South  African  Colonists. 


Melbourne,         ^  BegardfuUy  yours, 

June  2UK  1893.     )  FEED.    VON  MULLER 
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The  Departmental    Blazar. 

Sir, 

'  G.  R.  L.'  cannot  read  his  Forester^  if  he  is  dependent  on  the 
Pioneer  for  all  he  knows  of  this  subject  There  are  two  courses 
open  for  the  adoption  of  a  blazer,  viz,^  the  publicity  of  the  Forester^ 
and  the  endeavours  of  a  private  individual.  I  did  my  best  in 
the  latter  way  in  Bombay,  with  the  results  reported,  which  are  too 
discouraging  and  long  drawn  out  to   induce  me  to  proceed  further. 

'  White  Flannel  s  letter  again,  seems  to  have  been  written 
before  perusing  mine  of  the  previous  month.  I  do  not  know  what 
right  he  has  to  say  that  any  considerable  number  of  officers  are 
opposed  to  any  Blazer.  My  impression  is  that  they  are  a  very 
small  minority.  Nor  do  I  know  that  their  objection  is  worth  any 
consideration,  since  they  have  only  to  abstain  from  wearing  it,  and 
the  fact  of  my  behaving  diflferently  cannot  hurt  them  anywhere. 

I  again  enter  my  protest  against  Coopers  Hill  colors.  We 
are  not  Coopers  Hill  men  and  P.  W^  D — ites,  and  '  White 
Flannel  '  will  have  to  wait  a  good  bit  yet  before  Coopers  Hill 
will  represent  "  the  ilite  "  of  the  Department.  Nancy  men  and 
Germans  will  be  going  strong  for  many  years  yet,  and  they  are  all 
above  Coopers  Hill.  1  also  again  protest  against  any  common- 
place stripes  of  two  raw  greens,  like  the  Burmah  colors,  and  any 
rifle-green  self  colors,  (unless  with  an  adequate  distinctive  binding) 
for  the  reasons  already  given,  viz.y  that  half  the  "  Arrys  "  about 
town  have  green  or  green  and  white  stripes  ;  and  rifle  green,  besides 
fading  badly,  is  already  appropriated  by  probably  several  rifle 
regiments,  &c.  We  can  surely  combine  neatness  with  distinctive- 
ness. I  cannot  say  tha,t  1  see  much  hope  of  any  blazer  being 
adopted   myself. 

VELLEDA. 

Nott^, — We  are  afraid  we  must  agree  trith  the  last  sentence.  In  reply  to 
our  enquiries,  we  have  only  receiven  #etwH  answers,  they  wfU  be  reported  in 
due  time.  J.   J^.  G. 


A   *  Bureau  de  I^echerches.' 

Last  month  we  published  a  letter  from  our  correpondent  *  T  * 
on  this  subject,  but  we  had  not  sufficient  space  to  thank  him  for  his 
good  wishes  on  bohalf  of  the  Indian  Forester,  and  to  point  out,  as 
we  feel  we  ought  to  do,  that  we  are  not  so  deserving  of  com- 
passion as  he  is  good  enough  to  think.  So  long  as  he  gets  plenty 
of  good  original  papers,  the  work  of  the  Honorary  Editor  is  not 
very  heavy  and  indeed  comes  to  little  more  than  the  making  np 
of  a  number  and  the  passing  of  the  proofs.  In  this  latter  work, 
brother  officers  in  Dehra  are  kind  enough  to  assist,  and  if  the, 
material  is  abundant  and  help  is  forthcoming  for  the  reviews,  the 
editorial  work  of  the  Forester  is  not  very  great.  It  is  when 
contributions  fall  off  and  the  editor  has  to  go  to  work  to  supply 
the  amount  of  manuscript  necessary  to  make  up  about  the  usual 
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40  pages,  that  his  worry  begins,  and  therefore  we  hope  that 
Forest  Officers,  who  read  this,  will  assist  by  sending  us  more 
ori^'inal  work.  We  badly  want  more  *  sylviculture.'  The  late 
M,  Puton  told  a  former  Honorary  Editor  that  he  was  surprised 
that  we  had  so  little  sylviculture  in  our  pages  ;  and  we  ourselves, 
in  spite  of  the  apparent  endorsement  of  the  charge  by  the  former 
Editor,  wrote  to  M.  Puton  and  explained  to  him  that  the  Depart- 
ment was  still  in  the  beginning  of  its  work  ;  still  tied  down  largely 
to  the  selection,  demarcation  and  settlement  of  forest  estates  ; 
still  trying  to  combat  old  prejudices  in  respect  to  shifting  cultiva- 
tion over-grazing,  wasteful  cuttings  and  fire  ;  and  that  with  all  this 
it  was  creditable  that  as  much  sylvicultural  information  had  been 
collected  as  was  already  on  record. 

We  disagree  with  our  correspondent  in  regard  to  making 
the  Indian  Forester  a  '  state  concern '  :  we  much  prefer  it  as 
it  is  at  present,  an  independent  departmental  journal,  free  to 
discuss  the  Forest  topics  of  the  day,  within  the  bounds  of 
what  is  obviously  due  to  the  Government  to  which  its  Editor 
and  chief  contributors  belong,  and  supported  by  Government 
to  an  extent  which  assures  its  permanency  so  far  as  finance 
is  concerned.  But  we  are  delighted  with  the  idea  of  making 
the  Indian  Forester  what  it  tries  to  be  and  ought  to  be,  the 
'  Bureau  de  Recherches '  of  the  Department  If  tnose  who  have 
observed  anything  that  is  not  generally  known,  would  send 
it  at  once  and  not  wait  or  say  to  themselves,  as  our  first  Hono- 
rary Editor  put  it  in  his  Preface  of  July  1875,  "  I  did  not  think 
'  you  would  care  about  it ;  I  thought  it  hardly  worth  sending  " 
we  should  be  able  to  record  many  very  important  and  very 
useful  facts  and  observations,  and  this  we  take  it,  is  what  *  T ' 
wants  us  to  do. 

*  T  '  says  that  it  *  depends  on  personal  whim  whether  or  not 
'  contributions  are  published  "  and  to  this  we  must  demur,  for  we 
are  not  aware  of  ever  having  rejected  much  at  all  and  certainly 
only  things  which  did  not  seem  really  suitable.  We  have,  of 
course,  to  edit  I  that  is  the  function  of  an  editor  :  but  our  editing 
has  never  been  of  a  very  strong  character  and  we  are  not  aware 
that  personal  whim  has  ever  had  any  influence  on  it.  Financ  i 
ally,  we  are  glad  to  say,  the  Forester  does  well  enough,  thanks 
to   the  recent  influx  of  many  new  subscribers. 

We  may  conclude  this,  by  again  making  an  appeal  for  more 
contributions  ;  we  can  enlarge  the  journal  if  it  is  necessary  to  do 
so,  but  we  feel  that  the  real  want  is  more  original  matter  and  that 
in  that  original  matter.  Forestry  in  its  less  wide  scale,  that  is.  Sylvi- 
culture, Utilization  and  Working  Plans  should  find  the  chief  place. 
And  we  would  ask  for  more  '  Shikar  and  Travel.'  It  would  not 
do  for  our  Journal  to  be  'all  jam  '  but  a  little  jam  in  each  number 
is,  we  are  sure  our  contributors  and  readers  will  agree  with  us  in 
thinking,  a  pleasant  addition  to  a  bill  of  fare  which  must  occasion- 
ally be  rather  insipid. 

89  Hon.  Ed. 
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I±I.-0:FB^IOI.A.L  I>.A.I>E3DRS  Sc  IlSrTELLia-BlSrOK- 


The  Charduar  Rubber  Plantations   in  y^ssaro. 

We  have  received  from  the  Government  of  India  a  copy  of  a 
report  on  the  Charduar  rubber  plantation  which  had  been  called 
for  by  them  in  their  review  of  the  Assam  Forest  Administration 
Report  for  1891-92.     We  qnote  the  following  extracts  from  it. 

'*  The  plantation  which  was  commenced  in  1873,  had  up  to 
'  February    1884  report,  been  successfully  carried   out  over  892 

*  acres  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  64,351 '  or  Rs.  72,  per  acre.  The  ques- 
^  tion  then  arose  whether  the  undertaking  should  be    continued  or 

*  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  stop  further  extension. 

*  Mr.  Mann  considered  he  could  prove  the  work  to  be  financi- 

*  ally  a  paying  one,  and   recommended  a  yearly  extension  of  200 

*  acres.     He  estimated  that  a  rubber  tree  became  mature  for  tap- 

*  ping  purposes  at  the  age  of  50  years,  that  5  seers  of  rubber  could 
'  be  obtained  from  such  trees  for  16  successive  years,  and  that  10 
^  such  trees  would  stand  on  an  acre  of  planted  land.  That  each 
'  tree,  therefore,  would  yield  2  maunds,  and  each  acre  20  maunds 
'  of  rubber  worth  Rs.  54  per  maund,  or  Rs.  1,080  per  acre,  as 
^  against  an   expenditure   of  Rs.  72  per  acre  for    formation  and 

*  up-keep.     Even  had   this  latter  sum   been  increased   by  com- 

*  pound  interest  at  4   per  cent,   which    would   have  brought  the 

*  original  outlay  up  to  about  Rs.  511  per  acre  at  the  end  of  50 
*'  years,  there  would  still  remain  a  large  margin  for  profit  accord- 

*  ing  to  the  above  estimate. 

'  The  Chief  Commissioner,  Mr.  ("now  Sir  Charles)  Elliott,  did 
'  not  take  the   same  high  view   of  the   financial  prospects  of  the 

*  plantation,  and  was  of  opinion   that,  except  for    the    purpose   of 

*  carrying  out  further  experiments,  no  extension    should   be  made, 

*  He  considered  the  Forest  Department  had  proved  how  the  rubber 
'  tree  could  be  most  successfully  propagated,  and  was  of  opinion 
'  that  the  further  development  of  the  industry  should  be  left  to 
'  private  enterprise. 

'The  Government  of  Indiai  reviewed  the  whole  question, 
'  and  eventually  decided  that,  as  the  financial  prospect  appeared 
'  favourable,  as  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  of  private  capital 
'  being  invested  in  the  industry,  and  as  there  was  every  probability 

*  of  the  rubber  supply  being  gradually  exhausted,  it  would  be  wis© 

*  to  extend  the  plantation  by  200  acres  per  annum.     It    was   also 
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*  ordered  that  certain  tapping  experiments  sbonid  be  carried  out 
'  with  the  view  of  testing  {nrther  the  probable  financial  results,  and 

*  that  the  planting  of  Ftcus  elastica  as  an  epiphyte   on    other  trees 

*  should  be  undertaken  on  a  larger  scale  than  heretofore. 

^  Work  was,  therefore,  continued,  although  not  on  the  scale  of 

*  200  acres  a  year,  o^ing  to  financial  pressure.  An  attempt  to 
^  establish  the  plant  as  an  epiphyte  on  about  50  acres  was  unsuccess- 

*  ful,  and  in  1889,  when  the  Inspector  General  of  Forests  visited 
'  the  province,  the  plantation  contained  1.043   acres    of  established 

*  trees,  which  had  cost  Es.  85,582,  or  Rs.  82  per  acre. 

*  In  the  report  which  followed  the  Inspector  General's  inspec- 
^  tion  of  the  Assam  forests,  it  was  again    recommended    that    this 

*  annual  extension  of  200  acres  should  be  proceeded  with,  which 
'  was  accordingly  done,  with  the  result  that  at  the  close  of  the 
'  past  financial  year,   1892-98,  the  planted   area  has  increased  to 

*  1,900  acres,    and  the    expenditure  to  Rs.  1,23,700,  or  Rs.65  per 

*  acre, 

*  Work  has  been    performed  much   cheaper  of  late  years  than 
'  formerly,  which  naturally  is  due  to  the  experience  gained  by  past 

*  failures,  some  of  which  were  of  an  expensive  nature.  During  the 
'  six  years  between  1887  and  1893,  I  find    that  keeping  up  the  old 

*  plantation  and  putting  out  860  acres  of  new    extension  (ol  which 

*  a  large  proportion  has    been    planted  a    second    time    owing  to 

*  failures)  cost  Rs.  41,871,  divided  over  the  two  heads  as  follows : — 

Rs.  Rs. 

'New  work         ...         37,289) 


Ml,871, 


'Up-keep         4,582^ 

*  I  find  also  that,  with  six  years'  efficient  protection,  the  plan- 

*  tation  is  rendered  tolerably  safe    against    everything    but  illicit 

*  tapping,  the  trees  planted  out  in  1886-87  (^compartment  13)  being 
'  now  safely  established 

*  We  may  estimate,  therefore,  from  the  above  six  years'  expen- 
'  diture,  that  future  -Vrork   may   be  carried   out  and   permanently 

*  established    for  about    Rs.     50  per  acre,  exclusive  of  controlling 

*  expenses,   as  follows  : — 

New  work         .      ^^^^^      '*    -^  =  Rs.  43-36  per  acre. 

Up-k^-P  -     Acres     ^     -^0=^'  ^      " 

Rs.   48-68       „ 


Say  Rs.       50       „ 

*  It  is  now  to  be  decided  whether  it  will   be    financially    expe- 
dient to  continue  the  operation  at  the    above  cost,    but    the   data 
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«  available  for  the  proper  discussion  of  this  point  are  unfortunately 

*  still  very  meagre,  although  we  have  a  little   more   information  on 
'  one  important  factor  of  the  calculation  than   Mr.  Mann   had  when 

*  he  wrote  his  report  in  1884. 

'  The    three    chief    points  on    which  information    is  required 
*are  : — 

'  (1)  Age  of  exploitable  trees. 

*  (2)  Number  of  productive  trees  obtainable  to   the  acre. 
,  (;3)  Outturn  of  rubber  per  tree. 

*  With  regard  to  the  first  point,  I  am   incliued   to  accept  Mr. 
'  Mann's  tree  of  50  years  as  a  mature   rubber- yielding    tree.    The 

*  oldest  portion  of  the  Charduar  plantation  was  put  out  in  1873-74, 

*  or  20  years  ago,  but  the  records  prove  that  all  the   first  compart- 

*  ments  failed  time  after  time,  and  were  not  really  successfully 
^  planted  until  1877-78,  or  even  later.  It  is  not  likely,  therefore, 
'  that  the  trees  in  the  oldest  portion  are  irore  than  15  or  16  years 
'  old.  And  yet  they  now  average  about  50  feet  in  height  and  6 
'  feet  in  girth.  Such  trees  may,  I  think,  fairly  be  expected  to 
'  become  productive  in  30  more  years  or  less. 

'  The  second  point,  regarding  the  number  of  trees  likely  to 
^  stand  on  an  acre,  is  a  doubtliil  one.     Mr.  Mann  relied  on  obtain- 

*  ing  10  productive  trees,  and  of  course  there   would  be  no  diffi- 

*  culty  in  obtaining  this  number  in  the  plantation.  But  1  feel  a 
'  little  doubtful  that  if  10  trees  per  acre  are  allowed  to  remain,  they 

*  would  ever  attain  the  dimensions  of  the  trees  growing  in  the 
'  natural  forests,  or  yield  as  much  rubber  as  is  obtained  from 
^  toose  trees.     For  it  has  been  found   from  measuring  the  lateral 

*  spread  of  50  forest  trees  (see  statement  attached  to  this  report) 
'  that  such  trees  possess  crowns  94  feet  in    diameter  covering,  on 

*  the  average,    980  square  yards  of  ground.     Now  our  trees,   until 

*  recently,  have  been  planted  out  100  feet  X  25  feet  and  are  so 
'  crowded  in  the  lines  that  it  seems  necessary  to  remove  half  of 
'  them  in  order  to  give  the  remainder  more  room  for  development. 
'  But,  if  half    of  them    were  removed,  there   would  remain  only 

*  betw^een  7  and  8  trees  per  acre,  and  these  trees  would   have  only 

*  about  550  square  yards  of  ground  each,  as  compared  with  above 
'  980  square  yards  covered  by  the  forest   trees. 

'  This  year  a  different  system  of  planting  has  been  introdaced, 
'  the  trees  being  put  out  70  X  35  feet  apart.  Eventually,  if  half 
'  of  these  be  thmned  out,  there  will  remain  about  9  trees  per  acre, 
'  each  covering  544  square  yards  of  ground.  Practically,  however, 
'  we  do  not  yet  know  what  the  future  condition  of  the  plantation 
'  will  be,  or  by  what  method,  if  any,  thinnings  should  be  carried 
'  out  in  the  present  standing  crop  ;  and  it  is  difficult,  therefore,  to 
'  anticipate  the  number  of  trees  of  50  years  old  that  will  be  left 
'  standing  on  an  acre.  But,  for  the  purposes  of  this  calculation,  I 
'  will  assume  that  8  such  trees  may  be  relied  on. 
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'  Then  in  regard  to  the  third  point,  having  reference  to  the 
'  outtam  in  rubber  obtainable  from  a  mature  tree,  Mr.  Mann,  in 
*his  above-quoted  report,  calculated  that  a  tree  would  yield 
'  an  annual  outturn  of  5  seers  of  rubber  for  16  successive  years,  or 
^  a  total  outturn   of  two  maunds.     His  calculation   was  based  on 

*  certain  tapping  experiments  that  had  been'  carried  out  on  50 
'  forest  trees  in  1882-83  and  recorded  as  an  Appendix  to  the  report 
'  for  that  year.     These    experiments    were  carried    out  very  care- 

*  fully  under  the  supervision  of  the    divisional  officer   for  six  years. 

*  The  trees  were  selected  as  not    having    been  tapped  before,  or  as 

*  having  recovered  from  former  tappings.     They  were   not  tapped 

*  lower  than  4  feet  above  ground,  the  branches  were  not  tapped  at 
^  all,  and  the  main  axis  was  tapped  at  intervals  varying  between  2 
*•  and  4  feet  apart  The  first  year's  tapping,  on  which  Mr.  Mann 
'  based  his  calculation,  yielded  an  outturn  of  5'60  seers  of  rubber 
'  per  tree.  But,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  statement 
*'  attached   to  this  report,    this  yield    rapidly   declined,    and   the 

*  annual    tapping    of   the  treed  soon  caused  considerable  damage. 

•  In  the  first  year  the  yield  was  5'60  seers  per  tree. 
'          „       second     „              „         1*06  „        (bad  season). 

*  „       third       „  „         2.66  „         (good  season). 

*  „       fourth     „  „         3*43  „         (includes  yield 

of  2  new  trees). 

*  „       fifth        „  „         1.06  „         (season  good). 

*  „       sixth       „  „  -91  „         (season  good). 

'  Average  2'43 

•  Instead,  therefore,  of  yielding  5  seers  per  annum  as  was 
'  anticipated,  these  trees,  which  had  been  most  carefully  tapped, 
'  yielded  2.43  seers  during  the  six  years  they  were  worked.  More- 
'  over,    out    of   the    50    trees  originally    selected,  6    deaths   had 

*  occurred. 

'  In  1884-85  1  tree  died. 

•  „  1885-86  ...         ...  1     „    „ 

'    „  1886-87  2  trees,, 

*  „  1887-88  ...         ...  2     „    „ 

'  And  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that,  if  tapping  had   been  continued, 

*  all  of  these  trees  would  have  died  in  the  course  of  a  few  more 
'  years. 

*  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  experiment  goes,  it    certainly   tends 

*  to  prove  that  no  large  yield  can  be  obtained  from  ordinary  single 
'  trees,  and  that  even  moderate  tappings,  if  carried  out  annually, 
'  soon  destroy  the  tree.     Mr.  Mann's  calculation  of  outturn    must, 

*  I  think,  be  looked  on  as  much  over-estimated.  One  has  heard, 
'  it  is  true,  of  trees  said  to  have  yielded  a  maund  of  rubber  in  one 

*  season's  tapping,  but  the  information  is  not  exact,  and  the  results 
'  of  the  above  experiment  seem  to  forbid  any  such  expectaion.  We 
'  seem  to  be  nearly  as  far  as  ever  from  finding    out    what   the  real 

*  outturn  of  a  mature  tree  may  be. 
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'  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  the  chief  mistake  made  was 
'  in  thinking  that  the  trees  could  be  tapped  year  after  year  without 

*  th3  outturn  becoming  reduced  in  quantity.  The  mere  fact  of 
'  taking  5  seers  of  rubber  from  a  mature  tree  would  probably  not 
'injure  this  latter,  provided  a  sufficient  rest  were  given  for  recuper- 
'  ation,  and  it  might  then  be    possible   to  extract  a  further  similar 

*  quantity  without  permanent  injury  to  the  tree. 

*  This  period  of  rest,  I  believe,  should  be  pot  less  than  5  years, 

*  which  time  is  required,  I  am  informed,  for  the  tapping  scars  to 
'  heal  over.  It  then,  might  be,  I  think,  possible  (judging  from  the 
'experimental  tapping  results)  to  obtain  another  yiell  of  5  seers. 

*  But  how  long  this  process  of  yield  and  rest  would  continue,  must 

*  at  present  be  quite  hypothetical.     For  the  purpose  of  this  report, 

*  however,  it  is  necessary  to  assume  certain  figures.  Therefore,  let 

*  us  suppose  that  a  tree  50  years  old  is  capable  of  yielding  5  seers 
'  of  rubber  once  in  every  5  years,  between  the  age  of  50  and  100 
'  years,  or  a  total  yield  of  55  seers.  Let  us  also  suppose  that  8  of 
'  such  trees  will  stand  on  1  acre  of  planted  land,  and  that  to  establbh 

*  1  acre  of  s.ch  trees  will  cost  Rs.  50.    We  may  also,    with    much 

*  certainty,  assume  that  a  net  profit  of  Rs.  50  per  mannd  will  be 
'  obtainable  on  the  rubber  outturn. 

'  The  initial  outlay  of  Rs.  50  will  have  accumulated  to  about 
'  Rs.  350  at  the  the  end  of  50  years,   allowing   compound  interest 

*  at  4  per  cent,  and  against  this  expenditure  all  that  we  could  hope 

*  to   realise   would  be  Rs.  50    every    fifth  year,    or  the  outturn 

*  of  8  trees  =  40  seers  of  rubber,  valued  at  Rs.  50  per  maund. 
'  This  amount  of  Rs.  50  would  not  equal  the  initial  outlay  for  the 
'  five  years'  period  of  rest  calculated  at  4  per  cent.,  which,  on  Rs. 
'  300,  would  be  Rs.  65.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  no  matter  how 
'  long  the  tapping  process  could  be  continued,  there    would    result 

*  an  ever  increasing  debt  against  the  plantation.     Judged  on  purely 

*  financial    grounds,    the  further  extension  of  this  operation    is  not 

*  likely  to  be  remunerative. 

'  The  Government  of  India  may,  however,  think  that,  in  view 
'  of  the  nearly  certain  exhaustion  of  the  natural  rubber  forests 
'  within  the  next  20  or  30  years,  we  should  be  justified  in  forming 
'  artificial  forests  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up    a  supply  of  a  very 

*  valuable  and  useful  product,  provided  the  actual  outlay  incurred 
'  on  its  production  were  certain  to  be  recouped.     According    to  the 

*  above   figures   this    recovery  of  actual   outlay,    irrespective   of 

*  interest,  would  be  realised  from  the  first  tapping  at  the  end  of 
'  50  years,  after  which  the  plantation   might  be  expected   to  pay  at 

*  the  rate  of  Rs.  50  per  acre  every  fifth  year  for  the  next  50  years. 
'  But,  if  this  view  of  the  case  were  token,  and  it  was  desired  to 
'  supply  the  market  with  as  much  plantation  rubber  as  is  now 
'  obtained  from  the  natural   forests,  say  4,000  maunds  per  annum, 

*  it  would  be  necessary  to  tap  over  4,000  acres  a  year,  and  to  have 
^  established  a  productive  area  equal  to  20,000  acres. 
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'  The  Government  of  India  in  tbeir  instructions  requested  that 
the  report  should  deal  with  the  plantation  from  a  technical  as  well 
as  from  a  financial  point  of  view.  In  this  report  I  have  confined 
myself  almost  entirely  to  the  latter  standpoint  as  being 
the  more  urgent,  and  because  I  freely  confess  that  the  future 
treatment  of  the  plantation  is  as  yet  u  puzzle  to  me.  We  have 
discovered  how  best  to  propagate  the  rubber  tree,  and  can,  I 
think,  rely  on  being  able  to  extend  its  cultivation  successfully  to 
any  reasonable  extent  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  50  per  acre,  but  we  are  at 
present  doubtful  regarding  the  best  treatment  for  obtaining  a  final 
crop  on  the  ground. 

'  Last  season,  with  the  view  of  thinning  out  the  trees  in  the 
lines,  we  tried  to  tap  every  alternate  tree  to  death,  and  carried  the 
operation  over  the  two  first  compartments.  The  tapping  certainly 
looked  sufficiently  severe,  the  main  axis  and  all  main  branches 
of  the  trees  being  tapped  at  short  intervals.  But  I  am  informed 
by  Mr-  Copeland,  the  divisional  officer,  that  the  trees  operated 
on,  so  far  as  their  general  appearance  is  concerned,  are  now 
not  distinguishable  from  their  untouched  neighbours,  and  in  this 
connection  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  last  inspection 
of  the  Conservator  it  was  discovered  that  the  roots  of  the  trees 
standing  in  the  same  lines  and  even  in  adjoining  lines  25  feet 
apart  showed  a  decided  tendency  to  anastomoze,  so  that,  when 
exposed,  the  root  system  appeared  as  a  continuous   net  work. 

'  If  the  roots  of  these  plantation  trees  have  really  become  in- 
corporated in  one  system  as  suggested,  it  would  perhaps  explain 
why  the  tapped  trees  have  suffered  so  little,  because  they  nave 
been  sustained  and  nourished  not  only  by  their  own  channels  of 
food  snpply,  but  also  by  those  of  their  neighbours.  On  finding 
this  out,  the  tapping  operation  was  temporarily  stopped  ;  and, 
after  consulting  Mr.  Gamble,  of  the  Dehra  Dun  Imperial  Forest 
School,  it  was  decided  for  the  present  not  to  interfere  with  the 
apparently  surplus  trees,  for  it  seems  possible  that  a  severe  tapp- 
ing operation,  carried  out  on  such  trees,  might  have,  to  some 
extent,  an  exhausting  effect  on  the  adjoining  trees  which  it  is 
desired  to  protect  and  develop. 

'  The  plantation  will  be  carefully  watched,  and  the  technical 
report  called  for  will  be  furnished  when  more  information  is 
available. 

'  It  may  be  noted  that  the  yield  in  rubber  from  tapping  the 
1,116  trees  in  compartments  1  and  2  came  to  only  3  maunds  and 
8  seers,  or  9  tolas  per  tree. 

'In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  report  that  150  acres  of  new  ex- 
tension having  been  prepared  for  planting  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  1,800, 
I  have  authorised  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer  to  plant  up  this 
area  at  an  additional  cost  of  Rs.  2,000,  and  to  suspend  all  further 
operations  until  orders  are  received  from  the  Government  of  India'* 
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Siateynent  showing  results  of  tapping  certain  «^l^<^^^J^^lJ^^^'  '** 
the  Bdipara  plantation  during  the  six  years  186^-66. 


Year. 

Numbei 
of  tree*. 

Total 
yield  iB 
rubber. 

Avenwfe  Total  net 

yield        profit 
per  tree,  realiiod. 

Total 

lOM. 

Xet  profit 
per  tree. 

Netloea 
per  tree. 

Remarks 

Seen.  | 

Soera 

Ba. 

R-. 

Ra.  a.  p. 

Ra.  a.  p.  1 

1S82-83  .. 

60 

281 

6-00 

261 

6  13  0 

....        Season  favommbla. 

1888-84  .. 

60 

58 

1-Ofl 

••• 

15 

.... 

j  unfaTourable  owing 
1  to  constant  rain. 

1884-85  .. 

r  Old  48 
VNewe 

128 
78 

2-56 
12-«6 

188 

290 

... 

1  treadled.  Beaaon 
teToumble. 

1885.«6  .. 

51 

175 

8-48 

Not  stated 

.... 

1    more  trees  died 
Season  fairourable. 
OnIy2oftbe«  now 
trees  tapped. 

1886-87  .. 
1887^  .. 

48 
48 

61 
42 

1-06 
•91 

Ditto 
Ditto 

.... 

2  more  trees  died  Sear 
■on  fsTourable.  Onlj 
2  oftheanMr  trow 

2^  tnM.  died. 
Many  trees  reportad 
to    baTS  ylflMM  no 

rubbecr. 

NoTc— The  lateral  spread  of  these  trees  Taried  between  68  and  106  feet,  the  aTersge  diameter 

of  orown  being  04  feet 

«*•.'-.  These  results  seem  to  point  to  the  necessity  of  a  short  rotation 
only  for  tapping.    The  experience  of  Bengal  also  seems  to  point 
to  this,  for  we  can  remember,   from  having  had  personally    to 
superientend   much   of  the   work,  how  the  heavy  tapping  for  4 
or  6  years  in  1870  to   1875  in  the  Darjeeling  Hills  resultea  in  the 
death  of  the  larger  proportion  of  the  trees  and  the  weakening   of 
the  survivors  to  such   an  extent  that  when  an  attempt  was  made 
six  years  later  to    tap  these  again  it  was  not  successful.     We 
stongly   advise   further   experiments  :   one    experimental   area  to 
be  tapped  for  two  years,  then    allowed  two  years  rest  and  trees 
tapped  again,  and   so   on ;  another  to  be  tapped  every  alternate 
year ;  another  every  year,  but  only  slightly,  and  so  on.     The  roots 
should  on  no  account  be  tapped  for  they  usually  give  only  inferior 
rubber  and  their  tapping  is  said  to  be  the  cause  oT  the  chief  injury. 
What  is  often  forgotten,  we  think,  is,  that  the  best  yielding  trees 
are  not  those  grown  on  moist  lands  but  those  on  comparatively  dry 
slopes,  and   herein  may   possibly  lie   the   reason  for  the  apparent 
unsuccess  of  these  fine  plantations.     But,  given  a  suitable   area, 
we   confess    to  thinking  that  a  little  crowding  may  not  do  much 
harm  :  the  object  is  presumably  to  get  the  maximum  yield  from 
the  area  and  a  somewhat  crowded  area   would  give  more  tapping 
surface.     But  we  may  be  wrong,  and  it  may  be  found  that  better 
i-ubber  is  got  from   branches  and  stems  and   droppers  which  have 
got  full  light  around  them,  so  that  here,  too,  are  questions  which 
seem  to  demand  further  experiment. 
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The  Question  of  the  authority  of  altering 
Working  flans. 

The  following  Circular  was  circulated  a  month  or  two  ago 
among  Conservators  of  Forests  by  the  Inspector  General.  As  it 
may  possess  considerable  interest  for  those  who  have  not  seen  it 
officially,  we  venture  to  reproduce  it. 

'  Representations  have  recently  been  made  by  the  Conservators 
'  of  two  Forest  Circles  to  the  effect  that  the  provisions  of  the 
'  Forest  Department   Code  and  of  many   existing   working-plans 

*  do  not  permit  of  sufficient  latitude  in  the  execution  of  prescribed 
'  works,  more  particularly  works  of  improvement ;  and  it  has  been 

*  suggested  that  the  present  practice  and  the  rules  contained  in  the 

*  Code  should  be  modified.  1  had  previously  arrived  independently 
'  at  the  same  conclusion  ;  but,  before  taking  further  action,  will 
'  be  obliged  by  your  favouring  me  with  your  professional  opinion 
^  on  the  general  question  raised. 

'  2.     My  own  views  may  be  briefly  summarized  as  follows  : — 

'  (i)  Exploitation  in  deficit  might  be  permitted  on  the  order 

*  of  the  Conservator,  who  should  however,  subsequently  report  re- 

*  suits  to  his  Local  Government,  and  in  cases  where  the  deviation 
'  from  the  provision  of  the  working-plan  is  considerable  or  con- 
'  tinuous,  obtain  the   sanction  of  the   Local   Government   thereto. 

*  Particulars  of  all  such  deviations  should  invariably  be  recorded  in 
^  the  control  forms. 

*  (ii)  The  previous  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  should 

*  in  every  case  be  required,  when  it  is  proposed  to  exploit  in  excess 

*  (provided  such  excess  is  not  caused  by  tne  accumlation  of  balances 
'  due  to  deficit  exploitation  in    previous  years),   or  when  it  is  con- 

*  templated  to  change  in  any  way  jlie  character  of  the  exploitation. 

'  (iii)  The  plan  might  prescribe  that  work — 

(a)  of  sylvicultural  improvement,  or 

'  (b)  connected  with  lines  of  communication  and  export 
'  (the  execution  of  which  in  any  special  year  may  depend  so  largely 

*  on  circumstances  we  are  unable  to  control  or  even  to   loresee) 

*  should  be   carried  out  during  a  certain  period  of  years.     Such 

*  works  might  be    allotted   in  the   plan  to   particular   years,   and 

*  such  alloiment  should  be  binding  on  the  local  officers  unless  and 
'  until  the  Conservator  had  sanctioned  the  total  or  partial  post- 
'  ponement  of  the  work  or  other  deviation,  reasons  for  which  he 
'  would  invariably  record  in  Form  No.  3. 

'  (iv)  As   regards   buildings,  demarcation,   and  minor  works 

*  of  improvement,  the  general  plan   for  a  term  of  years    might   be 

*  prescribed^  deviations  from  which  would  require  the  sanction  of 

*  the  Local  Government.    But  the  manner  in   which  the  details  of 
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*'  the  plan  woald  be  carried  ont  from  year  to  year  might  be  solely 
'  controlled  by  the  Conservator,  who  would  record  in  Form  No.  3 
'  whether  suggestions  made  in  the  plan,  under  this  head,  for  each 
'  year's  working,  had  been  carried  out  or  not,  and,  if  not,  why  not. 
'  (y)  Form  No.  3  should  not  be  made  use  of  as  an  account 
'  form  for  the  check  of  all  expenditure  upon  works  of  improvement, 
'  but  should  be  a  record  containing  information  sufficient  to  indicate 

*  how  such  works  of  material  importance,   prescribed  or   suggested 

*  in  the  plan,  have  progressed. 

'  3.     I  would  ask  you  to  acquaint  me  with  your  views  as  early 

*  as  you  conveniently  can." 


Inspection  Notes  on  the  Forests  of  South  Coimbatore, 
North  Malabar,  Nilgiris  and    Madura. 

These  notes,  received  by  the  kindness  of  the  Madras  Govern- 
ment, are  rather  more  instructive  as  samples  of  administration 
than  as  affording  sylvicultural  and  other  information  of  interest 
to  our  readers.  The  South  Coimbatore  note  is  especially  remarkable 
for  the  curious  circumstance  that  the  Conservator's  remarks  are 
largelv  annotated  by  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer  who  here 
and  there  is  pleased  graciously  to  a^ree  with  his  Superior  Officer 
and  in  other  places  to  differ  from  him.  After  wading  throagh 
these  remarks,  however,  we  were  comforted  at  the  end  by  finding 
that  the  Board  of  Revenue  most  properly  objected  to  the 
arrangement,  and  expressed  themselves  as  considering  it  "  inviili- 
*  ous  tnat  the  District  Forest  Officer  should  appear  as  a  direct  critic 
'  of  the  remarks  of  his  Superior  Officer,  the  Conservator."  One 
would  have  thought  that  such  an  obvious  proposition  would  have 
been  as  clear  to  the  Collector  and  Divisional  Officer  as  it  was  to 
the  Board.  The  Conservator's  note  is  full  of  the  minutest  details 
in  some  things :  even  such  a  trivial  matter  as  the  absence  of 
'  hat  pegs '  in  a  Range  (>ffice  has  not  escaped  his  vigilant  eye,  but 
while  full  of  such  details,  there  is  an  absence  of  forestry  informa- 
tion. There  are,  however,  some  intere  ting  matters  regarding 
Forest  Engineering,  and  especially  on  the — 

"  Timber  Slip, — When  I  was  last  here  in  1888,  I  considered 
'  with  Mr.  Porter  the  feasibility  of  a  slip  in  place  of  the  drag-road 
'  down  which  logs  were  moved  by  elephants  in  the  old  days. 

'1  considered  the  site  then  selected  to  be  too  steep  and 
'  further  inquiries  were  started  with  view  to  lowering  the  logs  by 
^  wire  or  other  means,  but  nothing  satisfactory  was  arrived  at. 

'  Mr.  Bryant  has,  however,  opened  up  a  part  of  the  old  drag- 
*'  road,  paved  it  with  timber  laid  lengthways   instead  of  crossways, 
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*  and  converte  I  it  into  a  slip,  which  I  was  so  satisfied  with,  that  I 
'  have  authorized  him  to  spend  up  to  Us.  500  in  continuing  the 
'  experiment 

'  It  is  proposed  to  slide  the  logs  from  the  top  slip  depot  (end 
*of  the  tram  line)  to  a  bottom  slip  depot,  which  touches  the  ghat 
'  road  sufficiently  far  down  to  avoid  all  the  most  difficult  parts  of 
'  the  ghat,  and  thereby  save  As.  7-6  a  candy  (12^  cubic  feet)  on 
'  the  present  rates  for  carriage,  which  are  As.  15-6  per  candy  by 
'  road  from  the  top  slip  depot  to  the  foot  of  the  ghat. 

*  The  slip  will  be  about  900  yards  long,  and  as  the  upper 
'  portion  already  tried  measures  150  yards  and  cost  about  Rs.  150, 
'  we   may   calculate  that  with  more  substantial  work  it  will  cost 

*  about  Rs.  1-8-0  a  yard,  or  say  within  Rs.  1,500  to  do  the  whole 
'  line. 

'  I  think  the  work  is  feasible  and  my  only  doubt  is  as  regards 

*  the  last  100  yards  or  so  which  will  be  very  steep,  but  which  may, 

*  if  necessary,  be  improved  by   a  raised  platform  on   trestles   or  a 

*  bund  or  by  diverting  the  course  so  as  to  take  in  a  hill  side  on  the 

*  south.     The  saving  in   carriage   on   a  take-out  of  50,000  cubic 

*  feet  a  year  would  be  nearly  Its.  2,000. 

'  The  upper  portion  of  the  slip  laid   by   Mr.  Bryant   roughly 

*  averaged  15  degrees  (1  in  3^)  gradient  for  100  yards  (the  start  for 

*  20  yards  was  23  degrees  or  1  in  2^),  and  then  9  degrees    1  (in  6) 

*  gradient  for  50  yards  ;  and  one  ton  logs  took  20  seconds  to  do 
^  the  150  yards,  so  that  logs  would  take  about  2  minutes  to  do  the 

*  whole  slip  when  completed — ^a  rate  of  about  15  miles  an  hour. 

'  The  pace  of  a  log  will  depend  on  the  state   of  the  slip.     In 

*  wet  weather  logs  would  travel  too  fast.     The   slip  will  have  to  be 

*  sanded  or  greased  according  to  weather  and  gradients." 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  working  of  the  Anamalai 
tramway  has  been  a  success,  although  "  the  rails  are  too  light  for  the 

*  work  and  the  trucks  unnecessarily  heavy." 

The  JS^orth  Malatnir  Inspection  note  is  annotated  by  the  Col- 
lector and  is  more  interesting  from  a  true  forest  point  of  view 
than  that  of  S.  Coimbatore,  though  there  is  nothing  much 
requiring  special  quotation. 

The  Nilgiri  note  we  have  naturally  read  with  some  interest  and 
a  great  aeal  of  disappointment  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Con- 
servator appreciates  the  point  th^t  '  fires  '  on  grass  lands  '  destroy 

*  the  finer  class  of  grasses  '  and  that  in  large  grazing  grounds  like 
these  of  the  Kundahs,  the  outer  edges  usually  get  much  over 
grazed  while  the  further  portions  are  hardly  touched.  We  entirely 
agree  with  the  Conservator  that  the  idea  that  '  shola '  would  not 
reproduce  itself  from  coppice  is  a  mistaken  one.  There  are  fine 
pieces  of  coppice  regrowth  in  the  middle  of  Coonoor  Peak  Forest  and 
at  Naduvatain,  and  the  idea  which  underlies  the  Collector's  remarks 
about  such  work  having  been  '  tried  and  resulted  disastrously,'  is,  in 
our  opinion,  simply  due  to  impatience.  Those  who  do  not  under- 
stand Forests  and  their  treatment  professionally,  are  sometimes  apt 
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to  think  that,  becanse  the  show  of  reproduction  made  in  the  first 
few  years  is  not  very  apparent,  therefore  the  reproduction  is  a 
failure  ;  and  in  the  Nilgiris  this  tendency  is  intensified  by  the 
ever  present  object  lesson  of  the  Eucalyptus.  People  who  see  the 
£lue  gum  reach  six  feet  in  height  in  a  year  are  disappointed 
because  shola-coppice  scarcely  reaches  much  more  than  as  many 
inches.  The  whole  of  the  Nilgiri  sholas,  in  our  opinion,  very 
badly  require  treatment ;  and  if  careful  treatment,  under  profes- 
sional officers,  is .  not  given  them,  they  will  by  slow  degrees 
deteriorate  and  as  one  by  one  the  big  trees  fall,  their  place  wul  be 
occupied  by  bushes  and  scrub  and  not  young  trees,  But  we  fear 
that  until  such  matters  are  left  to  professionals,  the  sholas  of  the 
Nilgiris,  like  the  New  Forest  and  parts  of  Fontainebleau  will  have 
to  continue  to  be  treated  by  '  exploitabilM  physique.^  Our  disap- 
pointment, to  which  we  referred  at  the  outset,  was  due  to  the 
absence  of  any  notes  on  the  results  of  the  blue  gum  and  wattle 
working  plans.  There  are  very  few  Forest  Districts  in  India  which 
are  so  mteresting,  if  properly  managed,  as  those  of  the  Nilgiris, 
but  there  are  '  too  many  cooks  '  and  if  the  Government  does  not 
soon  insist  on  a  simple  Working  Plan  for  the  whole  District, 
including  all  the  Working  Circles,  teak,  blue  gum,  shola,  etc,  and 
then  order  it  to  be  carried  out  without  interference,  change  for 
cavil  for  at  least  20  years,  prohibiting  the  Collector  and  Forest 
Officer  from  listening  to  amateur  advice,  there  is  likely  to  be 
worse  deterioration  than  these  reports  shew  and  the  forests  will  be 
converted  from  samples  of  what  ought  to  be  done,  into  samples  of 
'  how  not  to  d  it' 

We  have  been  led  to  some  extent  to  these  remarks  by 
noticing  that  the  Board  are  going  to  ask  Mr.  Popert  to  visit  the 
Teak  Forests  and  give  his  advice  based  on  his  long  experience  of 
teak  in  Burma,  and  we  venture  to  suggest  that  his  visit  might  be 
extended  to  the  sholas  and  the  plantations  of  blue  gum.  The  other 
remarks  of  the  Board  are  good  and  suitable,  and  their  suggestion 
regarding  the  possible  import  of  Mudumalai  woods,  other  than  teak, 
for  use  in  the  hills,  is  one  which  is  fully  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  Madura  Inspection  note  we  cannot  understand.  The 
Conservator's  report  says  he  was  in  the  District  for  23  days,  but 
the  Divisional  Officer  was  apparently  unaware  of  it.  Here  too,  as 
in  S.  Coimbatore,  we  have  explanations  bv  the  Divisional  Forest 
Officer  on  the  Conservator's  remarks  and  these  explanations  are 
long :  however,  if  the  latter's  inspection  was  not  made  in  the 
presence  of  the  former,  this  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at.  We 
reproduce  the  remarks  of  : — 

(1).     Conservator. 

(2).     District  Forest  Officer. 

C6).     Collector  . 

en  the  region  which  bears  the  romantic  name  of  the  '  High 
Wavy  Mountains '  as   likely   to  interest  our   readers.     We  should 
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like  to  hear  more  about  these  hills  and  wish  Mr.  Gass  would  send 
us  an  account  of  them  after  his  next  visit. 

"  1.  Conservator. — I  bad  arranged  to  go  across  the  so-called 
High  Wavy  Mountains' with  Mr.  Gass,  but  the  weather  was  un- 
propitious  and  the  trip  had  to  be  abandoned. 

'  I  have,  however,  approved  of  the  District  Forest  Officer's 
proposal  to  make  earlj  application  to  built  a  restrhouse  up  there 
and  to  secure  a  decent  bridle-path  approach  to  it 

^  I  would  suggest  a  site  for  the  rest-house  as  near  the  Suruli 
water-fall  as  possible.  It  would  be  higher  and  more  central  than 
the  site  suggested  further  north. 

*  With  a  path  up,  and  a  building  erected,  there  would  be 
greater  chauce  of  these  fine  hills  being  developed. 

'  At  present  little  is  known  about  them,  beyond  that  they 
range  between  5,000  and  6,500  feet ;  that  the  sholas  there  are 
extensive  and  dense  ;  and  that  the  only  forest  produce  at  present 
brought  down  consists  of  cardamom  and  the  beesha  reed. 

'It  is  fortunate  that  we  have  been  able  to  make  them  reserved 
forests,  for  they  appear  to  catch  the  clouds  of  both  north-east 
and  south-west  monsoons,  and,  iudging  from  the  size  of  the 
Suruli  water-fall  looked  at  from  below  during  the  rains,  they 
must  tap  the  clouds  to  a  considerable  extent. 

'  I  do  not  know  what  the  exent  of  the  drainage  on  the  top 
of  the  hills  is,  but  it  apparently  all  falls  into  the  Suruli  river  on 
the  Cnmbum  valley  sicfe  of  the  hills." 

*  2.     District  Forest  Officer.    I  have   submitted    detailed    pro- 

S'Sals  for  the   construction  of  a   rest-house   on  the  High  Wavy 
ountain  and  for  improving  the   present  path,   in   the  Budget 
Estimate  and  annual  Plan  of  Operations  for  1893-94. 

'  I  do  not  much  care  where  the  rest-house  is  located.  The 
place  I  suggested  has  a  path  already  leading  to  it.  The  site  near 
the  water-fall  is  more  visited  by  elephants.  It  is  no  doubt  more 
central,  but  is  at  a  slightly  lower  elevation  than  that  suggested  by 
me.  The  water  here  flows  from  north  to  south  to  the  water-fall 
and  not  vice  versd. 

'  A  rest-house  on  these  hills  and  a  decent  path  up  to  them 
will  certainly  facilitate  inspection  and  render  it  a  more  comfor- 
table ai&ir  than  it  is  at  present.  This  range  of  hills  is,  however, 
better  known  than  the  Conservator  appears  to  think.  I  have  been 
up  them  frequently  ;  always  once,  and  sometimes  twice,  in  the 
year,  and  I  have  been  through  them  in  various  directions.  The 
whole  upper  part  is  covered  with  evergreen  forest,  and  not 
merely  a  series  of  large  and  dense  sholas.  This  forest  covers  the 
top  and  runs  down  in  long  irregular  shaped  masses  for  a  consider- 
able distance  on  either  side.  The  whole  drainage  from  the  top  is 
into  the  Oumbum  valley,  as  may  be  seen  on  the  map.  The 
Suruli  river  has  two  long  branches,  which,  rising  at  some  distance 
north  and  south  of  the  water-fall,  meet  close  to  it,  after  flowing 
in  almost  straight  lines  towards  it. 

9  2 
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•  The  importance  of  these  hills  from  a  climatic  point  of  view 

*  is  very  great  indeed.     This  reserve  was  selected  by   the   Forest 

*  Conmiittee  in  1880.     The  area  of  the  top  or  plateaa,  if  it  may  be 

*  so  called,  is  probably  about  15  square  miles,    below  the  evergreen 

*  forest  there  is  a  zone  of  bare  rocky  grass  land,  and  the  lower 
^  slopes  are  well  covered  with  valuable  forest  and  are  constantly 

*  visited  and  inspected.  " 

3._«  Collector:    I  went  to  the  top  of  the  **  High  Wavy  "  with 

*  Mr.  Gass  and  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  forest  on  the  plateaa 
^  should  be  better  inspected.  A  pathway  up  and  a  good  rest-house 
'  should  be  made. 

^  The  ascent  is  yerj  steep,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  tents 

*  up.     There  is  too  much  indiscriminate  cattle-grazing  and  shooting 

*  in  all  the  forests  of  the  Cumbum  valley." 


I-V'.-3aB3'VXBl'We. 


A  Tamil   JIanual  of  forestry. 

'' A  Manual  of  Forestry.  Vols.  I  and  IL  by  Dr.  W.  SchUck 
C.  I.  E.J  translated  by  C,  J£  Maduranayakam  PiUai^  Sub- 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests^  Central  Circle^  Madras.  K,  R. 
Press,  Madras,  1893r 

The  translator  has  sent  us  a  copy  of  this.  It  is  a  handy  little 
Volume  and  is  of  a  useful  size.  We  are  not  told,  however,  what 
the  price  is.  The  translator  says  in  his  Preface,  that  he  has  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  Tamil  words  and  phrases 
to  give  equivalents  of  the  technical  terms  employed.  We  easily 
understand  the  difficulty  and  hope  that  those  Tamil  Foresters  who 
use  the  work,  will  find  the  terms  adopted  suitable  and  easily  to  be 
comprehended.     The  translation  is  published  with   Dr.   SchUch's 

Srmission  and  when  giving  that  permission  he  advised  Mr. 
aduranayakam  Pillai  to  be  as  clear  as  possible  and  make  his 
descriptions  as  simple  as  possible.  The  print  seems  good  though 
rather  small  and  the  illustrations  are  fairly  done.  We  are  sure 
the  work  will  be  useful  to  subordinate  Forest  Officers  in  South 
Madras  and  wish  it  every  success. 
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Chakla  Drogmula. 


{Continued  from  page  315  and  completed,) 

Three  is  one  drawback  in  the  case  of  the  Kandi  Forests  and 
that  is  the  distance  from  the  Pohra  River  which  is  a  measured 
three  miles,  so  that  heavy  logs  over  six  feet  in  girth  cannot  be 
conveyed  to  the  river  at  present  Srinagar  prices,  viz,^  six  annas 
per  cubic  foot  in  the  log,  we  must  therefore  resort  to  the  sawing 
of  scantling.  Hitherto  the  custom  has  been  to  fell  only  second 
and  third  class  trees,  because  these  could  easily  be  transported 
overland,  but  this  spells  ruin  to  the  forest.  It  might  be  supposed 
that  the  number  of  first  class  trees  must  be  enormous,  but  tnis  is 
not  the  case,  since  many  have  been  cut  to  provide  boat  planks 
(takhtas)  and  many  have  been  killed  by  that  pest,  the  village  mochi^ 
who  used  to  remove  a  strip  of  bark  from  all  round  the  base  of  the 
tree,  thus  causing  it  to  die.  It  is  exasperating  in  the  extreme  to 
see  the  way  land  has  been  cleared  in  the  very  centre  of  the  forests, 
first  the  bushes  are  cut,  then  the  trees  barked,  so  as  to  kill  them,  and 
finally  the  bushes  are  heaped  up  round  the  foot  of  the  trees  and 
fired.  If  any  trees  are  felled  they  are  left  lying  on  the  ground  till 
dry  and  then  burnt  and  thitf  in  a  country  where  every  portion  of 
the  tree  is  valuable  and  can  be  exported  to  the  city  at  a  profit. 
But  again,  are  these  ignorant,  simple  people,  as  blamable  as 
our  own  early  settlers  in  Australia,  or  as  the  Americans  and 
Canadians  at  the  present  time  ?  Do  ^A^y  look  ahead  to  the  time 
when  timber  will  be  scarce  ?  Not  if  all  accounts  be  true.  Our 
aim  will  now  be  to  induce  the  public  to  use  blue  pine  instead  of 
deodar  by  reducing  the  price  ;  tnere  is  no  good  reason  against  the 
use  of  the  blue  pine  in  Srinagar,  especially  with  the  example  of 
Murree  to  go  by,  which  it  is  believed,  is  almost  entirely  built  of 
that  species.  The  Forest  Department  in  Kashmir  is  much  hampered 
in  the  delivery  of  timber  by  the  fact  that  the  Pohru  River  only 
contains  sufficient  water  for  floating  logs  of  any  size  during  two 
or  three  months  in  the  year,  when  tne  snow  is  melting,  after  that 
it  is  a  wretched  puddle,  only  fit  to  carrv  small  poles  or  scantlings. 
Here  bullocks  are  used  for  dragging  timber  from  the  forest  to  the 
river  ;  a  loop  is  cut  in  the  end  of  each  log  through  which  a  rope 
is  passed  and  some  8  or  10  bullocks  are  then  yoked  to  the  log. 
The  people  have  an  ingenious  plan  of  turning  a  stream  of  water 
on  to  the  dragging  path  which  reduces  the  friction.  Early  in 
the   season,   when  there   is   abundance  of  water   in  the  various 
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small  streams  coming  from  the  bills,  a  dam  is  made  at  a 
certain  place  below  tbe  forest,  and  inside  this,  a  deep  pool  of  water 
collects ;  to  tbis  tbere  is  a  sltiice  gate  opening  into  a  nala  which 
joins  the  river,  the  logs  are  dragged  as  far  as  the  sluice,  put  in 
below,  and  the  sluice  is  opened  and  the  logs  swept  down  to  the 
river.  This,  however,  is  of  no  avail  later  on,  and  the  logs  have  to 
be  dragged  the  whole  three  miles  by  land. 

A  relic  of  the  past  is  the  system  of  advancing  money  to  bring 
out  timber,  the  villager  considering  the  wood  his  own  property  till 
his  account  has  been  settled  I  I  found  some  unmarked  logs  lying 
near  the  forest  and  on  asking  a  question,  was  told  they  w^ere  not 
state  property  for  the  above  reason.  The  result  of  this  system  of 
advances  is,  that  there  are  now  hundreds  of  logs  scattered  about  in 
the  village  lands  outside  the  forest,  which  have  been  lying  there  for 
more  than  four  years  and  notwiiJbstanding  any  number  of  orders 
of  an  urgent  nature,  no  one  has  stirred  to  deliver  them  at  the 
water's  edge.  The  villager  was  paid  in  full,  five  years  ago,  so  having 
nothing  to  get,  he  does  not  care  a  bit  for  orders  and  there  the  lop 
lie  rotting  ;  if  the  Department  spends  more  money  on  them,  it  migot 
whistle  for  it,  for  any  chance  it  nas  of  getting  it  back  from  the 
villagers,  so  that  the  only  way  will  be  to  get  some  gentle  pressure 
put  on  them  through  the  Civil  authorities  ;  altogether,  it  is  a  most 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs.  In  connection  with  this,  it  is  curious 
how  the  present  system  of  taking  land  revenue  in  kind,  acts  and 
re-acts  throughout  the  land.  Thus,  the  villagers  would  rather  be 
paid  in  rice  than  in  money  and  one  of  the  first  requests  contractors 
make  is  for  shall  (paddy)  and  of  course  they  want  it  at  the  rate  of 
Rs.  1-4  per  k/iancar  or  86|  seers,  because  it  is  sold  to  the  cit}' 
people  at  this  rate.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  buy  any  rice  out  in 
the  district,  it  would  appear  that  those  who  have  it  are  afraid 
to  sell  it  at  a  fair  rate  and  do  not  see  why  they  should  accept 
the  State  rate,  so  that  it  is  most  difficult  to  get  even  the  small 
quantity  required  by  one's  servants.  This  Department  is  enabled 
to  get  a  small  stock  by  an  old  rule  which  permits  it  to  levy  contri- 
bution on  each  boat  load  of  state  sfiali  as  it  passes  down  the  river 
and  this  forms  our  stock,  from  which  to  supply  contractors  for  their 
workmen.  It  will  be  a  great  thing  for  the  country,  when  all  land 
revenue  is  taken  in  cash  and  villagers  can  sell  their  grain  at  tbe 
market  rate,  which  is  higher  than  the  State  rate.  Formerly  cotton 
and  other  products  were  accepted,  but  some  of  these  had  to  be 
abandoned,  as  it  was  found  that  the  rate  fixed  for,  say,  cotton,  was 
much  higher  than  it  was  worth,  consequently  the   sharp  ^aUager 

f)oured  in  as  much  cotton  as  he  c.uld  procure  and  the  State  was 
eft  ynth  a  store  of  stuff  saleable  only  at  a  loss.  It  seems  absurd 
to  go  on  selling  rice  at  the  present  rate,  when  it  is  worth  much 
more  and  when  everything  has  risen  in  price,  and  servants  now 
get  higher  wages  than  in  the  Punjab  to  mention  only  one 
item,  but,  of  course,  the  system  must  be  gradually  changed  or  tbere 
would  be  the  usual  outciy.  Another  way  in  which  this  Depart- 
ment is  affected  by  the  State  shali  supply,  is  that  in  order  to  Keep 
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lip  a  sufficient  stock  in  the  City  last  winter,  the  authorities  had  to 
impress  all  the  boats  they  could  lay  hands  on,  consequently  very 
few  were  to  be  had  for  the  conveyance  of  firewood  and  timber  ; 
this  is  very  unfortunate,  as  the  natural  result  is  a  scarcity  of  both 
in  the  city  and,  of  course,  the  poor  F.  D.  is  representee]  as  being 
the  cause  of  it  all,  because  it  would  not  allow  indiscriminate  fellings 
as  before,  whereas  this  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it  1 

J.  G.  Mc.  D. 


"VT.— B3X:T».A.0TS,    ITOTES   J^JSTID   QT7S3X%XS3S. 


Treatment  of  Waste  lands  in  the    Low  Countries. 


The  great  sandy  formation  which  covers  the  largest  half  of  the 
Netherlands,  passes  out  of  Holland  into  Hanover,  and  stretches 
entirely  across  Northern  Germany  into  Russia,  the  medium  level  of 
the  whole  district  being  only  about  fifty  feet  above  the  sea,  and 
nowhere  rising  above  three  hundred.  It  is  geologically  very 
ancient,  and  its  surface  is  marked  by  foreign  rocks,  which  lie 
scattered  over  its  surface,  supposed  to  have  been  transported  thither 
by  icebergs  from  Norway  and  Sweden,  in  some  previous  geological 
epoch.  This  formation  makes  the  principal  part  of  Northern 
Europe  one  great  sandy  plain,  with  very  little  landscape  beauty, 
except  that  which  arises  from  great  green  stretches  overhung  with  a 
vast  and  ever-changing  sky,  which  have  served  as  an  inspiration  to 
a  race  of  landscape  artists,  who  have  rendered,  with  Dutch  fidelity, 
the  features  of  their  country.  "  Les  accidents  du  pays,"  says 
L'Esquirol,  "sont  dans  le  ciel,"  but  these  apparently  meagre  details 
have  been  enough  for  Hobbema  and  Riiysdael  and  Ciiyp  to  work 
with  in  producing  their  immortal  canvases.  Alternating  with  this 
sandy  district,  in  Holland,  as  well  as  in  Belgium,  are  extensive 
heath  and  peat  lands,  which  afford  another  example  of  the  way  in 
which  persistent  industry  can  overcome  obstacles  in  husbandry. 
These  peat  beds  have  been  worked  for  five  hundred  years,  so  that 
the  deposits  in  many  cases  have  been  entirely  exhausted;  but  undis- 
mayed, the  persistent  Dutch  farmers  drain  the  holes  by  pumping, 
and   put  them   under  cultivation,   the  basis  being  clay  which  is 
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capable  of  being  converted  into  a  good  soil.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  at  the  bottom  of  these  excavated  basins,  the  remains  of  old 
forests  ;  but  what  wonld  other  people  think  of  making  farms  in 
snch  cellars  as  these  and  by  snch  tedious  processes  ?  They  begin  by 
trenching  the  beds  in  which  the  peat  is  only  fit  for  use  after  eight 
years,  the  deposit  being  often  more  than  thirty  feet  in  thickness, 
and  only  capable  of  removal  by  very  slow  degrees.  This  peat  cut- 
ting, however,  is  a  great  branch  of  industry  in  Holland,  for  it  is  the 
only  fuel  the  countir  produces,  there  being  no  coal,  and  but  a  very 
limited  supply  of  forest.  The  growth  of  peat  is  here  still  in 
progress,  and  the  same  curious  phenomena  are  still  to  be  observed 
that  were  noticed  by  Plinv  in  the  time  of  the  Roman  occupation. 
For  example,  fields  are  still  found  floating  upon  the  water,  and 
rising  and  falling  with  it.  The  Dutch  maintain  that  the  whole  town 
of  Dort,  a  large  and  flourishing  place,  shifled  its  location  during  one 
of  the  inundations.  During  another,  a  field  on  which  ten  or  twelve 
cows  were  feeding,  was  drifted  across  the  Dollart,  a  broad  sheet 
of  water  many  miles  in  width,  which  forms  the  boundary  between 
Holland  and  Hanover,  and  fastened  itself  on  the  opposite  shore  in 
a  foreign  country,  without  the  loss  of  an  inhabitant. 

The  theory  which  prevails  in  regard  to  these  peat  beds,  is  that 
they  have  been  formed  by  the  growth  and  gradual  destruction  of 
aquatic  plants,  growing  in  shallow  pools  and  lakes,  forming  a  vege- 
tation wnich  originally  floated  on  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
finally  attached  itself  by  its  roots  to  the  bottom,  extinguishing  the 
sheet  of  water  by  transformation.  But  it  is  in  the  heath  lands  of 
Holland  that  the  greatest  results  have  been  achieved  by  industrious 
and  ingenious  exploitation.  As  late  as  1842,  they  were  considered 
nearly  valueless,  so  that  in  that  year  the  state  sold  about  60,000 
acres  at  sixteen  or  seventeen  ceni^  an  acre.  These  lands,  subjugated 
by  a  regular,  though  varied,  system  of  cultivation,  have  been  so 
successfully  handled,  that  twelve  years  after  the  original  sale  20,000 
out  of  the  60,000  acres  were  resold  for  nearly  two  dollars  an  acre, 
and  since  then  some  of  them  have  brought  as  high  a  price  as  ten 
or   fifteen  dollars  an  acre. 

The  methods  adopted  with  these  waste  lands  are  various.  One 
is  sheep  feeding  on  such  parts  of  the  ground  as  admit  it  ;  another 
is  to  shave  off  the  sod,  pile  it  in  heaps  in  the  sun  to  dry,  bum  it, 
and  dress  patches  with  the  ashes  or  spread  them  on  the  contiguous 
sandy  lands. 

But  the  favourite  method  of  reclaiming  both  heath  and  sands, 
is  the  planting  of  forests  of  Firs  and  Pines,  which  is  done  with  the 
extraordinary  patience  that  characterizes  this  indomitable  race. 
Though  the  profit  is  slow  in  coming  in,  it  is  found  to  pay 
in  the  long  run.  The  seedlings,  a  year  old,  are  planted  at 
the  rate  of  13,000  to  14,000  to  the  acre.  They  are  first  pruned 
in  the  seventh  year ;   afterwards  every  two  years,    the  trimming 
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lying  the  expense.  At  the  end  of  twenty  years  they  are  cut  for 
iop-poles,  at  twenty-five  years  for  support  for  galleries  in  coal 
and  other  mines.  In  fifty  years  they  famish  timber  for  small 
baildings,  and  then  the  land  is  finally  cleared  off  and  regular  cul- 
tivation is  begun,  the  soil  being  by  that  time  fit  for  working. 
Poor  lands,  treated  in  this  way,  are  estimated  to  yield  an  annual 
product  of  four  or  five  dollars  a  year  per  acre  during  the  process. 

The  ancient  method  of  treating  the  heath,  which  was  intro- 
duced into  Holland  some  two  centuries  ago,  was  copied  from  the 
Tartars,  who  have  practised  it  from  time  immemorial  on  the  plains 
of  Asia.  This  consists  in  burning  the  sod  over  vast  tracts  at  once. 
At  times,  this  is  done  to  such  an  extent  that  the  air  is  filled  with 
smoke  for  hundreds  of  miles,  as  in  the  burning  of  our  ^reat  forests. 
After  this,  the  ground  is  merely  harrowed  and  sown  with  buckwheat 
or  other  grain,  of  which  the  product  is  twelve  or  fifteen  bushels  to 
the  acre.  The  land  thus  treated  can  be  cultivated  for  about  seven 
years,  yielding  for  the  first  three  years  a  good  harvest  Then  the 
crop  begins  to  fall  off  and  in  three  or  four  years  more  it  dwindles 
to  little  or  nothing,  and  the  land  is  abandoned.  After  resting  for 
twenty  years  it  is  found  to  be  in  a  suitable  condition  to  burn  again. 
In  Asia  the  Tartars  wander  backwards  and  forwards  over  the 
immense  steppes  of  lower  Siberia  and  northern  China,  moving  to 
another  tract  when  one  becomes  exhausted.  These  wandering 
races  have  been  known  to  remote  ages,  and  isolated  bands  of  them 
drift  into  Europe  and  form  a  valuable  proportion  of  the  labouring 
population  of  Kussia.  But  in  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  more 
especially  in  diminutive  Holland,  these  larger  features  of  heath 
eoitivation  are  now  wanting. 

These  pictures  of  struggling  husbandry  on  sterile  soils  are  by 
no  means  without  their  use.  They  afford  an  instructive  lesson  to 
the  patient  cultivator  of  stubborn  and  unproductive  lands,  who 
may  learn  from  them  that,  however  great  his  drawbacks,  there  are 
other  people  with  greater  ones.  They  teach,  also,  that  there  is  no 
piece  of  soil  so  bad  that  it  cannot  by  skill  and  industry  be  made  to 
produce  some  kind  of  a  crop  which  will  repay  its  possessor  for 
exercising  hi?  intelligence  in  its  management. — {Garden  and  Forest.) 


News  for   Foresters. 

A  correspondent  writes  "  one  lives  and  learns  I  Let  me 
c  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  Indian  Forester  a  para,  in  the 
» Indian  Agriculturist '  for  August  12th,  1893,  p.  438  on  '  the  evils 
<  of  transplanting. "     The  following  is  the  para,  referred  to  : — 
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"  A  tree  intended  for  timber  should  never  be  removed  from 
'the  spot  on  which  the  seed  germinated.  No  matter  how  carefully 
*the   removal  is  effected,    the   point  of  the  tap   roots   is   broken, 

*  and  when  that  is  the  case  the  tree  will  never  attain  as  great  a 
'  height  as  it  would  have   done  if  left  to  grow  after  nature's  own 

'  *  fashion. 

'  It  is  from  the  system  of  transplanting  that  oaks  grown  in 
'  Britain   acquire  that  round-headed   habit  which   is  their  general 

*  characteristic.  There  may  be  some  cases  in  which  the  direct 
^  descent  of  the   tap-root  of  self-sown  trees  has  been   checked  and 

*  diverted  from  the  perpendicular  by  meeting  with  an  impervious 

*  subsoil  or  rock.  The  effect  in  those  cases  would  be  nearly 
^  identical  with  that  of  transplanting,  but  as  the  tap-root  may 
^  not  have  lost  its  point,  the  effect  would  sometimes  be  less  plainly 

*  marked.     The  German  high  forestry  system  is  based  on  the  plan 

*  of  imitating  nature — f.  ^.,  of  sowing  the  seeds  where  the  trees 
'are  to  stand.  All  the  treatment  given  thereafter  consists  of 
Hhinning  out  the  trees  at  intervals,  and  on  these  occasions 
'  allowing  a  little  extra  room  to  those  that  are  intended  to  be 
'  the   permanent  members   of  the    forest.  " 

Comment  on  our  own  part  would  be  superfluous,  so  we 
leave  this  gem  for  our  reader's   amusement. 


Tour  of  the  Inspector  General  in  Assam. 

The  Inspector  General  of  Forests  intends  visiting  Assam  in 
November  next  with  the  view  of  personally  inspecting  the 
Chard  uar  rubber  plantation,  and  deciding  on  the  future  policy  of 
the  Forest  Department  in  regard  to  extending  or  putting  a  stop 
to  the  experiment.  The  plantation  now  covers  an  area  of  2,063 
acres  and  contains  28,546  established  trees  and  plants,  put  out  at 
intervals  of  25  feet  in  lines,  the  latter  being  100  feet  apart  with 
belts  of  evergreen  forest  between  them. 
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statement  of  average  selling  rates  of  timber  and  bamboos  in  Meerat, 
Bulandshahr,  PUibhit,  BareUly,  and  Moradabad  for  the  quarter  ending 

30th  Jane,  1893. 

Description. 

Timber  Scantlings    1 
per  score. 

Bamboos  per  100 
score. 

Remarks. 

From 

To 

From 

To 

' 

MKERUT.                  I 

I.  A.  P. 

R.  A.  P.   R.  A.  P. 

8al  lO'Tors    (Poles) 

Sal  &  Sain,  &e..  Karris,  12*^ 

5'x4* 
Sal  bed  posts,  rx  24*  x2J'  ... 
BamboosofO'to  10' per  100 

score 

80  0 

2500 
10  0  0 

18  0  0 

400  0 
12  0  0 

4000 

... 
100  0  0 

BULANDSHAHR. 

Sal  10' Tors    (FoIm)            ... 
Sal,  and  Sain,  fcc.,  Karris,  12r  x 

6''x4* 
Sal  bed  poets,  rx2J^x2J  ... 
Bambooiof  IT  to  10*  per   100 

score 

... 

••• 

••• 

... 
7200 

••• 

72  0  0 

PIIilBHIT. 

Sal  lO'Tors  (Poles)       ,        ... 
Sal  and  Sain,  fto.  Kams  12*  x 
5*x4* 

Sal  bed  posts  rx2i;;x2i';^ 

Bamboosof  9' to  lO'  per  100 
score 

4000 

8000 
500 

70  0  0 

4000 
640 

6000 

100  0  0 

BARKILLY. 

Sal  10'  Tors    (Poles)           ... 
Sal  &  Sain,  &c- ,  Karris,  12'  x 
5''x4'' 

8albedpoetsrx2i;x2r  ^ 
Bamboosof  9' to  10'  per   100 
score 

500 
2500 
4000 
5000 
10  0  0 

... 

10  0  0 
3500 
5000 
6000 
2500 

5000 

137  0  0 

MORADABAD. 

Sal  lO'Tors    (P^m).     ,^-. 
Sal,  &  Sain,  Ac.,  Kams,  12'  x 

5"x4' 
Sal  bed  posts  7'  x  24"x2J''    ... 
Bamboos  of  9'  to  10"  per  100 

score 

2000 

3000 
10  0  0 

2500 

5000 
12  8  0 

... 
5000 

100  0  0 
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Churchill  and  Sim's  Circular. 

AUGVST  4th,  1893. 

East  Indian  Teak. — ^The  deliveries  continue  good,  showing 
7,626  loads  so  far  this  year,  against  6,421  loads  and  8,978  loads 
for  the  same  periods  of  1892  and  1891  respectively.  In  July  this 
year,  1 ,062  loads  were  delivered  agaiost  756  loads  last  year,  and 
918  loads  the  year  before.  The  stock  has  decreased,  but  is  still 
overloaded  with  inferior  wood,  which  depresses  quotations.  The 
supplies  are  not  excessive,  and  a  littie  demand  would  soon  raise 
prices  ;  moreover,  there  seems  some  ground  for  hope  that  the 
ship  building  trade  has  passed  its  most  stagnant  point.  The 
threatened  blockade  of  Bangkok,  which  is  now  averted,  would,  if 
persisted  in,  have  cut  off  the  Siamese  supply,  but  it  was  never 
sufficiently  believed  in,  to  give  rise  to  any  speculation. 

Rosewood. — ^The  demand  remains  very  quiet,  and  sales  are 
not  readily  effected. 

Satinwood. — ^The  parcels  lately    arrived  are    sufficient  for 

S resent  demand,  which  is  chiefly  for  figury  logs,  there  being  no 
emand  for  planks  and  boards. 

Ebony — Has  been  more  enquired  for,  but  can  only  be  placed 
t  low  prices. 

PRICE  CURRENT. 


Indian  Teak 
Satinwood 
ilosewood 
Ebony 


per  load 
„  ton 


£9-108.  to  £15 

£5        to  £12 

£5       to  £9 

£5        to  £7 


MAEKET    RATES    OP    PRODUCTS. 
(Tropical  Agrieulturiit,    Augiut  lat,  1893.) 


Cardamoms,  Malabar 
Croton  seeds 
Cutch 

Gum  Arabic,  Madras 
6nm  Kino 

India  Rnbber,  Assam 
„        Rangoon 
Myrabolams,  Bombay 
„  Godavari 

Nux  Vomica 
Orchella 
Redwood 
Sandalwood,  logs 

„  clips 

Sapan  wood 
Seediac 
Tamarinds 


per  lb. 
per  cwt. 


per  lb. 

»» 
per  cwt 


» 
per  ton 


per  cwt 


2s. 

20s. 

20s. 

15s. 

£15 

ls.7d. 

ls.7d. 

IDs. 

78.6d. 

8s. 

22s. 

£3. 

£35 

£9 

£4. 

408. 


to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 


2s.6d. 

27s.6d. 

23s. 

508. 

£20. 

2s.3d. 

l8.11d. 

Il8.3d. 

83. 

lis. 

28s. 

£3-109 

£55 

£30 

£7. 

709. 

98. 
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A  tour  in  Jaunsar. 

The  MundaU  Deodar  Forest, — The  area  included  in  the 
working  plan  for  this  forest  comprises  3,222  acres,  of  which  some 
2,700  are  estimated  to  contain  deodar.  The  lines  of  export  lie 
along  the  ravines,  or  '  Gadhs  '  as  they  are  locally  termed,  and  of 
these  there  are  seven,  a«*  follows  : — Bamnai  Gadh  with  an  area  in 
its  basin  of  488  acres,  Tutna  Gadh,  390  acres  ;  Barsoti  Khala, 
164  acres  ;  Girgat  Gadh,  623  acres  ;  Dugra  Gadh,  762  acres  ; 
Lakhna  Gadh,  338  acres;  and  Sarni  Gadh,  457  acres.  Eventually  all 
these  streams  flow  into  the  Dharagadh,  down  which  sleepers  are 
floated  to  the  Tons.  The  bed  of  this  stream  was  made  suitable  for 
floating  by  blasting  rocks,  Ac,  in  1889,  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  3,000. 

Ai  present,  only  dead  standing  or  fallen  deodar  trees  are  being 
exploited.  The  sleepers  are  cut  in  the  forest,  and  are  carried  by 
men  to  Deikhera  on  the  Dharagadh,  a  distance  of  6  miles.  They 
are  floated  from  Deikhera  to  Chadiar,  3  miles  lower  down  the 
stream,  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  when  there  is  sufficient 
water  in  the  stream. 

In  October,  when  all  danger  from  the  sudden  floods  is  past, 
the  sleepers  are  taken  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gadh,  and  when 
the  sleepers  from  Deota  arrive,  are  pushed  into  the  Tons  itself 
to  join  them.  The  sleepers  are  launched  in  the  Dharagadh  5,000 
at  a  time  and  are  caugnt  at  Chadiar  by  a  weir  thrown  across  the 
stream. 

In  1 890  the  weir  was  placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dharagadh, 
and  aU  the  sleepers  were  floated  down  it  at  one  time.  During  a 
heavy  flood  the  weir  broke,  and  13,000  sleepers  were  swept  into- 
the  Tons ;  of  these  2,200  were  never  recovered. 

Sleepers  can  only  be  floated  down  the  upper  parts  of  the 
Dharagaah  when  the  water  is  at  its  highest  level,  that  is  in  July 
and  August. 

The  cost  of  delivering  a  sleeper  on  the  banks  of  the  Tons  is. 
follows  : —  A.  P. 

Cost  of  sawing  per  sleeper  ...  ...     3     3 

Carriage  to  Deikhera^  6  miles,  each         ...  ...     3     0 

Cost  of  floating  to  mouth   of  Dharagadh,  5  miles     ...     0     6 

Total  ...     6     9 

95 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»^ 


A  T09B  IN  JAfWaAR. 


Floating  is  mnoh  eheaper  than  carriage  by  men  ;  manual 
labour  is  not  available  during  the  rains,  when  the  carriage  has  to 
be  done. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  trees  removed  and 
the  yield  of  sleepers  obtained  from  them  : — 


Year. 

Compartment. 

Trees  felled. 

Outtam 
of 

Half  dry. 

Dry. 

sleepers. 

1888  .. 

1889  ... 

1891  ... 

1892  ... 

11  and  12  part  of  13  and  15 
15  and  18  part  of  14  and  20 

100 
605 
360 
272 

135 
373 

^48 
292 

M.  G. 

10,405 
39,124 
32,853 
25,525 

Previous  to  the  sleeper  works,  the  onlv  fellings  that  took 
place  were  for  the  supply  of  free  grants  to  villagers,  chiefly  in  the 
*  khats  '  below  Chakrata. 

With  regard  to  the  conditions  of  growth  of  deodar  in  this 
forest,  it  has  been  calculated  that  this  species  attains  a  girth  of  six 
feet  in  130  years,  whereas  the  same  girth  is  attained  at  Koti 
Kandsar  in  80  years.     After  the  age  of  150  years,  the  deodar  here 

Srows  very  slowly  ;  hence  there  is  no  object  in  postponing  the 
eodar  fellings  beyond  that  age. 

The  chief  companion  of  deodar  in  Mundali  is  the  spruce  fir, 
the  silver  fir  being  found  near  the  ravines  and  on  the  moister 
slopes. 

Owing  to  the  deodar  growing  up  in  a  dense  leaf  canopy,  the 
boles  are  clean  and  free  from  knots  ;  on  the  other  hand  the  crowns 
are  narrow  and  contracted  and  very  few  of  them  are  in  the  necessary 
condition  to  bear  seed  ;  the  consequence  is  that  we  find  very  little 
reproduction  :  the  seedlings  that  we  do  find  growing  under  the 
leaf  canopy  and  constituting  the  advance  growth,  are  thin  and 
weedy,  with  very  little  foliage  and  growing  slowly  ;  they  present 
«  marked  contrast  to  seedlings  growing  out  in  the  open,  under 
favourable  conditions,  ^  may  be  seen  here  and  there  at  Mundali, 
and  frequently  at  Mashak,  Koti  Kandsar,  and  elsewhere.  The  most 
43triking  point  about  them  is  their  very  sparse  foliage,  showing 
none  of  tne  bluish  appearance  found  on  more  healthy  seedlings, 
■and  with  a  length  of  annual  shoot  that  rarely  exceeds  one  inco. 
One  may  compare  them  to  the  suppressed  deodar  plants  found 
under  the  thickets  of  blue  pine. 

In  order  to  improve  the  growth  of  deodar,  girdling  oper- 
ations have  been  undertaken.  The  object  of  these  operations  is 
tiie  removal  of  all  trees  which  are  dominating  or  suppressing 
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deodar  trees,  atid  also  to  give  room  for  the  expaDaon  of  the 
crowns  of  the  mature  deodar  trees  with  a  view  to  increasing  their 
seed  producing  powers.  The  chief  species  girdled  is  sprnce  fir 
and  such  broad-leaved  species  as  are  found  here  and  'there  associ- 
ated with  the  deodar  are  also  taken.  Where  no  deodar  trees 
exist  on  the  area  no  trees  are  girdled. 

Certain  fixed  areas  are  taken  in  hand  every  year  according 
to  a  definite  scheme.  The  results  of  this  girdling  which  began  in 
1883  are  visible  throughout  in  the  shape  of  dead  standing  firs  and 
oaks  and  it  is  certain  that  the  deodar  nas  benefitted  thereby.  The 
Bpmce  fir  takes  about  two  years  to  die,  and  the  Mom  oak  from 
5  to  6.  In  the  case  of  the  latter  species,  it  is  necessarv  to  remove 
every  particle  of  the  cambium  layer  other¥rise  a  callus  will  be 
formed  connecting  the  bark  above  and  below  the  girdle,  and  the 
tree  will  continue  to  live.  Several  instances  of  this  may  be 
observed.  % 

The  rocks  here  belong  to  what  is  known  as  the  Mundali  series. 
They  consist  principally  of  conglomerates,  in  which  angular 
pebbles  of  quartzite,  slate  or  limestone  are  cemented  together  by 
a  calcareous,  silicious  or  slaty  matrix.  The  series  is  younger  than 
the  Deoban  limestone,  on  which  it  rests  unconformably  and  it  is 
largely  developed  near  Kalsi.  The  resultant  soil  is  a  rich  free 
loam,  excellent  for  the  growth  of  forest  trees. 

We  visited  Nursery  No.  1  situated  below  and  to  the  N.  W. 
of  the  Bungalow.  It  is  irrigated  from  a  spring,  some  600  feet 
distant,  on  the  percolation  system,  i.  e.  water  is  admitted  into 
trenches  18  inches  wide  between  the  beds,  and  soaks  through  to  the 
roots  of  the  plants.  There  were  63  beds,  containing  7,145  deodar 
plants  three  years  old  ;  and  1,770  deodar  and  639  blue  pine,  just 
germinated.  The  average  height  of  the  three  year  old  pmnts  was 
about  9  inches  ;  they  are  6  inches  apart  in  lines  10  inches  apart. 
They  will  be  ready  for  putting  out  in  July.  The  aspect  of  the 
Nursery  is  N.  W.,  it  is  well  dramed,  and  sheltered  by  large  trees 
at  the  sides.  The  soil,  which  is  a  stiff  yellow  loam,  is  improved  by 
large  additions  of  vegetable  mould,  brought  from  the  forest. 

There  were  also  some  plants  in  baskets.  The  baskets  are 
6^  inches  diameter,  and  9  inches  high,  and  they  cost  Rs.  2-8-0 
per  100  ;  they  are  made  of  the  common  ringal. 

Another  nursery,  No.  4,  contained  872  deodar  plants  with  an 
average  height  of  10  inches.  Last  year  there  were  3,028  with  a 
height  of  7  inches  and  about  f  rds  of  these  were  put  out  into  the 
forest  that  year.  The  general  plan  in  these  nurseries  is  only  to 
put  out  the  strong  plants,  leaving  the  weaker  ones  for  another 

I  ear  ;  transplanting  into  nursery  lines  two  or  three   times  ensures 
usby  roots  being  formed,  and  prevents  the  formation  of  a  tap  root 
We  also  visited  the  various  plantations.     In  May   1892,  135 
basket  plants,  2^  years  old,  were  put  out  by  the  Forest  School 
studente  ;  this  year  the  average  length  of  the  annual  shoot  is 
8  inches  which  shews  that  they  are  doing  well.     The  plants  are 
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protected  by  Indigofera  and  other  shmbs.  These  plants  were  poi 
out  in  triangular  patches,  5  feet  from  plant  to  plant,  the  whole 
triangle  being  hoed  up. 

In  plantation  No.  3  of  1892,  a  small  area  of  54  poles  was 
boed  up,  and  the  following  plants  put  out : — 400  ordinary  trans- 

Elants,  135  basketted  plants,  and  800  with  a  ball  of  earth.  The  average 
mgth  of  the  annual  shoot  of  the  basketted  plants  was  7^  in.  whue 
that  of  the   others  wa»  6^   in. 

Near  this  plantation  we  noticed  a  patch  of  forest  stocked  with 
^ruce,  mora  and  silver  fir,  the  soil  a  rich  moist  loam,  aspect  North 
West.  Here  several  trees  had  been  girdled  to  give  light  to  deodar 
planted  underneath,  and  as  pits  had  been  prepared,  the  students, 
for  an  exercise,  put  out  200  deodar  plants  with  a  ball  of  earth 
5  feet  apart  in  triangular  patches,  but  they  will  not  make  much 
growth  until  the  girdled  trees  die,  as  they  do  not  receive  sufficient 
ught.  In  1889,  Deodar  and  kail  were  sown  in  pits  over  an  area 
ot  26  acres  in  compartment  No.  13  to  the  west  of  the  bungalow. 
The  plantation  is  in  two  places.  The  aspect  is  S-W.  10,250 
pits  in  all  were  sown  ;  the  sowings  failed  and  the  pits  were  resown 
in  1890.  Nearly  all  the  pits  inspected  in  1891  had  young  seed- 
lings in  them  a  few  months  old.  The  soil  is  rich  and  loose  and 
contains  a  good  deal  of  humus.  The  plantations  are  in  sheltered 
spots  and  tbe  ground  fairly  free  from  the  growth  of  harmful  weeds. 
The  seedlings  are  looking  healthy  and  strong  ;  2,150  deodar 
plants  were  put  out  in  this  area  in  July  and  August,   1889. 

In  compartment  No.  13  we  inspected  the  plantation  made  in 
April  of  this  year.  The  aspect  is  S.  S.  W.,  steep  slope  35  degrees, 
soil  hot  and  dry  with  Ban  oak.  Rhododendron  and  Aiyar 
scattered  about;  350  basketted  plants  of  deodar  and  350  blue  pine 
in  baskets  were  put  out  alternately   in  contour  lines,  5  feet  from 

Jlant  to  plant,  and  10  feet  between  the  Hues.  The  plants  were 
years  old,  and  had  been  in  the  baskets  one  year. 

Further  on,  we  noticed  a  plantation  of  1891,  in  which  1,380 
deodar  and  1,660  blue  pine  were  put  out  with  a  bail  of  earth  to  fill 
up  blanks.  Although  the  aspect  is  S.  the  place  is  sheltered  and 
the  plants  are  doing  well.  The  older  deodar  plants  in  this  area 
had  last  year  an  annual  shoot  of  16^  inches. 

Planting  in  groups  of  five  in  10  feet  square  patches,  30  feet 
apart  has  also  been  tried  ;  the  whole  patch  being  well  cultivated; 
528  patches  were  thus  prepared  and  plants  put  out  with  a  ball  of 
earth  in  July  1891.  Under  Indigofera  and  light  shade,  this 
kind  of  planting  succeeds  well.  Last  year  the  average  height  of 
the  plants  was  18  inches  and  of  the  annual  shoot  11   inches. 

Sowings  in  situ  have  been  tried  on  two  systems  :  first,  the 
ordinary  patch  sowing  in  contour  lines  10  feet  apart  on  an  open 
spur  in  compartment  10  ;  1,005  patches  were  sown  with  deodar  in 
December  1890  and  the  seed  germinated  in  March  1891.  The 
soil  is  not  deep,  and  the  sowings  have  not  been  a  sncoees.  Second- 
ly, in  plots  of  ground  completely  hoed  up,  10  ft.  square.     About 
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SOO  seeds  were  sown  in  each  plot  in  December  1890,  and  in  1892 
the  average  number  of  seedlings  in  each  plot  was  20.  These 
larjice  plots  can  only  be  recommended  among  Indigofera,  Ac.  They 
wiU  never  answer  on  bare  hill  sides. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  during  the  last  few  years,  sowing  and 
planting  of  deodar  has  been  tried  by  a  variety  of  methods,  and 
the  experience  gained  so  far  shews  that  by  far  the  best  method  in 
the  end  is  that  of  basket  planting.  The  roots  are  not  disturbed,  and 
the  plant  can  be  put  out  in  the  spring  whenever  the  weather  is 
favourable  as  id  1893,  so  that  it  has  the  whole  growing  season 
before  it  If  it  costs  a  little  more  in  the  first  instance,  it  is  pro- 
bably cheaper  in  the  long  run  as  there  are  no  blanks  to  fill  up — 
all  the  plants  appear  to  live.  The  next  best  system  to  this  is 
'planting  with  a  ball  of  earth.  It  is  very  difficult  to  raise  blue  pine 
from  seed  except  under  most  favourable  circumstances,  and,  as  it 
has  to  be  planted  as  a  nurse,  for  this  species  too,  basket  planting 
would  appear  to  be  most  suitable. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  Tutua  block  and  a  portion  of  the 
Bamnai  block  are  set  apart  as  a  high  level  grazing  ground  for 
the  sheep  and  goats  of  Jaunsar,  which  come  to  graze  nere  in  the 
summer  when  the  valleys  below  are  too  hot  ^or  tnem.  This  area 
is  too  damp  and  high  for  deodar  and  chiefiy  carries  a  scattered 
crop  of  Prunus  Padiu  Pyrus  lanata,  and  maples  on  the  gentle 
slopes  near  Kinani  Pani  we  find  magnificent  specimens  of  spruce 
ana  silver  fir.  The  following  measurements  taken  with  an  Abney's 
level  in  1892  will  be  interesting  : — 

Spruce  fir,  height  ...     177  feet,  girth         20  feet. 


Silver  fir. 


99 


177  feet,  girth 

20 

202     „      „ 

19 

215     „       „ 

19 

176     „       „ 

172     „       „ 

13 

184    „      „ 

... 

151    „      „ 

17 

120    „      „ 

12 

(To  be  Continued). 

Moru   Oak, 


Located  fellings :  a  first  step  towards  regular 
Working  flans 

In  their  recently  issued  Report  on  Forest  Administration  in 
Madras  during  1891-92,  the  Commissioners  of  Land  Revenue 
assert  that  the  advocacy  of  elaborate  working-plans  must  be  more 
or  less  a  "  counsel  of  perfection  "  until  the  immense  work  of 
forest  settlement,  combined  with  that  of  organizing  fire  protection 
and  of  training  an  efficient  staff  of  subordinate  officers,  is  complet- 
ed. The  value  of  this  assertion  must  depend  largely  upon  the 
denee  of  elaboration  which,  apart  from  the  views  of  the  non- 
te^micaUy  trained  heads  of  the  presidency  forest  administration, 
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is  held  by  competent  foresters  to  be  really  necessary  or  desirable 
under  present  circumstances.  The  Local  Govemment,  howeTer, 
in  its  orders  on  the  Report,  goes  further  and  clears  up  the 
question  somewhat.  It  has  laid  down  that  the  preparation  of 
plans  for  working  the  forests  on  scientific  principles  would  be 

fremature  until  the  problems  of  settlement,  &c.,  have  been  solved. 
t  is  needless,  perhaps,  stopping  to  consider  whether  these  orders 
are  equivalent  to  the  admission  that  the  7,000  square  miles  of 
forest  already  settled  may  be  managed  on  unscientific  principles, 
until  all  the  reserved  lands  and  other  forests,  aggregating  some 
14,000  square  miles,  which  it  is  in  contemplation  to  settle  under 
the  Forest  Act,  have  been  legally  constituted.  For  the  moment 
it  may  be  interesting  to  compare  the  views  on  this  question  held 
respectively  by  the  Madras  and  Central  Provinces  administrations. . 
In  the  latter  provinces,  conditions  bearing  on  the  preparation  of 
Working-Plans  are  at  least  as  unfavourable  as  in  Madras.  Forest 
settlement — which  in  this  case  means  the  determination  as  to 
what  portions  of  the  existing  reserved  areas  shall  be  permanent- 
ly retained  under  strict  conservation,  and  what  may  be  made 
available  for  cultivation,  is  in  active  progress,  while  tnere  is  an 
insufficiency  of  establishment  under  all  neads — ^none  the  less  the 
local  authorities  will  not  accept  the  non-^ossumus  of  Madras  and 
insist  on  following  up  a  middle  course,  such  as  might,  indeed, 
have  occurred  to  the  Madras  Board  had  it  made  enquiry  regarding 
the  successful  substitution  of  the  coupe  for  the  indefinite  permit 
system  in  Salem,  a  district  of  which,  by  the  way,  the  forest  settle- 
ment is  not  half-completed. 

In  an  important  Resolution,  issued  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  in  which  the  introduction  into  the  Central  Provinces  of  the 
system  of  located  fellings  on  an  immense  scale  has  been  ordered, 
it  is  said  :  "  The  Forest   Department  in   the  Central   Provinces 

*  labours    under    a  great    difuculty   in     the  want    of    Working 

*  Plans.     Owing  to  the  weakness   of  the  forest  staff,  there   is   no 

*  immediate  prospect  of  this  want  being  suppUed  in  the  regular  toay, 

*  Some  provisional  steps  of  an  exceptional  character  must  therefore 

*  be  taken,  which  will  facilitate  the  collection  of  data  preparatory  to 

*  working-plans,  while  rendering  the  working  of  the  forest   some- 

*  thing  less  haphazard  than  at  present."  The  existing  system,  it  is 
said,  does  not  enable  the  agriculturist  to  obtain  forest  produce  with 
sufficient  facility  and  cheapness,  while  the  issue  of  permits, 
covering  all  parts  of  the  forest  not  wholly  closed,  does  not  admit 
of  the  forest  being  improved  and  the  fellings  properly  supervised. 
The  new  scheme  accordingly  provides  for  the  sub-division  of  the 
forest  into  such  a  number  of  convenient  working-circles,  blocks 
and  annual  coupes,  as  will  bring  the  purchaser  within  reasonable 
distance  of  the  produce  he  requires.  Felling  of  green  timber  in 
each  circle,  whether  undertaken  departmentally  or  on  the  permit 
system,  will  be  concentrated  in  the  coupe  of  the  year.  The  other 
coupes  will,  fat  the  present  at  least,  remain  open  only  for  graiing, 
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ihe  catting  of  grass  and  bamboos,  and  the  extraction  of  dry  fnel 
and  minor  prcnincts.  The  scheme,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from 
the  general  outline  published,  resembles  that  introdnced  some  years 
ago  mto  the  Thana  Forests  of  Bombay  ;  and,  in  other  provinces, 
similar  expeditious  methods  for  improving  the  character  of  the 
fore?t^growth  and  the  system  under  which  produce  is  exploifced,  are 
being  brought  into  effect,  especially  when  conditions  for 
natural  reproduction  are  satisfactory,  and  when  the  crops  in  each 
working  circle  are  fairly  uniform  in  character  and  demand  little 
or  no  differentiation  of  treatment,  the  advantages  of  the  system,  as 
a  first  step  towards  the  ultimate  constitution  of  the  crops  accord- 
ing to  various  recognized  sylvicultural  methods,  are  at  once 
apparent.  It  permits  of  far  more  rapid,  more  extensive  and  more 
material  progress  in  forest  organization  than  would  otherwise,  in 
most  cases,  be  possible;  it  equalizes  outturn  and  best  satisfies 
local  wants.  It  renders  dishonest  practices  on  the  part  of  pur- 
chasers and  of  the  forest  staff  more  difficult  of  success.  It  lends 
itself  according  to  the  demand  for  produce  and  the  means  at 
disposal  for  the  application  of  more  intense  treatment  to  the 
gradual  change  from  small  beginnings  to  definite  aims  a!nd  ends, 
and  does  so  without  involving  any  material  change  of  system. 
Above  all,  perhaps,  it  enables,  in  many  instances,  a  relatively  large 
proportion  of  the  available  establishment  to  be  set  free  for  employ- 
ment in  a  few  defined  localities,  and  thus  provides  for  that  degree 
of  supervision  which  allows  of  the  advantages  desirable  from  the 
elastic  simpUcity  of  the  system  being  more  fully  reaped.  Much 
naturally  depends  on  the  manner  in  which  the  framework 
of  such  a  plan  is  prepared,  and  on  the  simple  sylvicultural 
rules  originally  drawn  up  for  the  guidance  of  the  executive 
officers.  For  instance  if  a  common  felling— rotation  for 
all  the  circles  is  decided  upon,  and  an  immense  number  of  circles 
and  coupes  are  kid  out  beforehand  on  large— scale  maps  without 
special  inspection  of  the  crops,  without  even  ealliuff  in  aid  that 
oomprehensive  i^p  ^ml  forestier  of  which  the  text-books  speak, 
as  18  understood  to  have  been  done  in  some  localities  in  India, 
subsequent  embarrassments  may  prove  considerable.  But  errors 
arising  from  the  very  simplicity  of  the  system,  and  the  main  ob- 
jecfaon  urged  against  working  by  area  and  cultural  rules  only,  viz., 
that  the  manner  m  which  the  crops  are  treated,  in  the  case  of 
improvement  and  selection  fellings  especially,  cannot  be  controlled 
except  after  actual  inspection,  ought  not  to  outweigh  the  advant- 
ages which,  m  the  vast  majority  of  the  crops  as  thev  are  now  in 
this  country,  can  be  insured  by  the  bestowal  of  a  moderate 
amount  of  care.  The  coupe  system,  enforced  in  practice  by  means 
of  the  simple  plans  m  question  is  that  which  seems  now  applicable 
to  the  great  mass  of  our  forests;  whether  the  sylvicultiiral  oper- 
ations  undertaken  have  m  view  the  immediate  creation  of  coppice  or 
the  improvement  or  restoration  of  crops  with  some  ulterior  obfect. 
Sunple  plans  m  such  cases  are  preferable  to  those  we  are  accus- 
tomed    to    m    India  which  from  their  enormity  of  detail,  can 
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bccasionally  only  be  applied  in  practice  tinder  the  guidance  of  a 
specially  capable  officer,  and  are  often  widely  departed  from  or 
abandoned  after  a  few  years  trial 

The  progress  of  forest  settlement,  the  insufficiency  of  execu- 
tive officers  and  the  like,  have  no  donbt  greatly  hindered  advance 
in  the  organization  of  forest  working.  But  it  seems  at  least 
possible  that  what  may  be  called  the  apotheosis  of  working-plans 
nas  had  even  a  more  deterrent  effect.  At  the  same  time,  there  are 
some  grounds  for  the  idea  that  a  working-plan  in  India  is  ordinari- 
ly intended  to  be  an  elaborate  piece  of  work,  entailing  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  labour  both  before  and  after  the  applica- 
tion of  its  provisions.  An  administrative  officer,  whose  business 
is  regulated  by  the  Indian  code,  may  reasonably  hesitate  before 
ordering  the  preparation  of  numerous  reports,  eacn  of  which,  as  the 
Government  of  India  lay  down,  must  be  drawn  up  as  far  a$ 
possible  under  46  heads,  comprising  some  60  different  subjects.  Or 
ne  may  have  no  particular  wish  to  subject  himself  to  the  corres- 
pondence of  "  control"  which,  under  the  present  orders,  may  arise 
if  sanctioned  plans  are  departed  from  even  in  particulars  of  no 
material  importance  whatever.  In  the  next  place,  the  department- 
al code  nowhere  explains  that  it  is  only  as  an  exception,  in  cases, 
for  instance  where  demand  exceeds  supply  or  where  produce  is 
specially  valuable,  that  a  plan  need  be  of  other  than  a  simple  kind, 
or  that  as  a  general  rule,  any  considerable  degree  of  elaboration 
and  detail,  encased  within  the  straight-waistcoat  of  countless  pre  s- 
criptions  scattered  here  and  there  iu  a  bulky  volume,  is  likely  to 
defeat  the  object  in  view.  On  the  contrary.  A  perusal  of  Code 
aections  83  and  86,  leaves  behind  it  the  distinct  impression  that  the 
short  and  simple  plan,  formulating  a  general  scheme  and  leaving  to 
the  officers  who  are  to  apply  it,  the  execution  of  minor  details,  is 
rather  to  be  the  exception.  The  Code,  it  is  true,  devotes  five  lines 
out  of  about  eight  pages  to  the  subject  of  simple  plans.  But  it 
does  so,  as  it  were,  apologetically,  apparently  with  a  view  to  the 
provision  of  temporary  aud  unsatisfactory  substitutes  for  the  more 
elaborate  plans  to  be  subsequently  drawn  up,  following  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  46  headings  et  cetera.  The  counsel  of  perfection  is 
probably  first  cousin  to  the  counsel  of  despair.  The  influence  of 
the  code  in  this  direction  may  be  traced  in  the  remarks  of  the 
Madras  Board  of  Revenue  and  in  the  depreciative  tone  of  the 
Central  Provinces  Resolution  above-mentioned.  Why  should  it 
be  assumed  that  the  procedure  of  which  the  outline  is  given  in 
that  Resolution  is  necessarily  exceptional  or  irregular  ?  These  lines 
have  been  written  in  the  desire  to  suggest,  rather  than  with  the 
endeavour  in  any  way  to  prove  that,  in  the  present  condition  of 
our  half-ruined  and  irregular  forests,  such  simple  easily  under- 
stood and  applicable  plans  need  not  be  aplogized  for  but  are  indeed 
those  best  aaapted  to  satisfy  for  years  to  come  the  requirements 
of  the  people  and  of  the  Forest  Department,  and  should  rather  be 
the  rule  than  the  exception. 

•  VAGRANT/ 
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Wood  Paving  from  India. 

From  the  *  Timber  Trades  Journal '  for  July  29th  the  following 
notes  on  the  gradual  spread  of  the  use  of  wood  as  a  paving 
material,  are  worth  reprinting,  for  they  lead  to  a  question  which 
we  may  well  ask  ourselves  in  this  country  and  that  is  :  why 
should  not  India  have  its  share  in  the  supply  of  wood  paving  blocks 
for  the  streets  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  Europe  and  America  and 
probably  of  India  itself? 

*  Wood  Paving. — ^The  Ipswich  Paving  and  Lighting   Commit- 

*  tee  have   accepted  the  tender  of  Mr.   B.    G.   EDiott,   of  Kentish 

*  Town,  N.  W,,  to  supply  jarrali  blocks  at  £13  per  thousand. 

*At  the  meeting  of  the   Camberwell    Vestry,    Mr.    W'allace 

*  brought  up  a  report  of  the  surveyor's  estimate  of  the  probable  cost 

*  of  repairing  Rye  Lane,  Peckham,  with  wood  blocks.     The   cost  of 

*  carrying  out  the  work  from  High  Street  to  Blenheim  Grove  was 
'estimated  at  £2,000,  and  from  High  Street  to  Choumert  Boad 

*  £3,000,  and  from  High   Street  to  Sternhall  Lane  £4,000.    The 

*  Committee  recommended  that  temporary  repairn  be  carried  out  at 
'  a  cost  of  about  £60.     This  was  agreed  to. 

*  The  London  County  Council  have  agreed  to  pay  half  the  cost 
'  (£4,405)  of  certain  wood-paving  works  in  Paddington,  and  to 

*  contribute  £1,450  to  the  cost  of  paving  the  space  between  Sussex 
'  Place  and  Chester  Place  with  wood. 

*  The     Finance  Committee   of  the    London   County   Council 

*  admits  that  there  is  good  ground   to  assume  that  jarrah  wood  will 
'  last  longer  than  deal,  and  hence  the  Council  allows  seven  years  for 

*  repayment  of  loans  on  its  account.     But  on  Tuesday  it  declined  to 

*  advise  the  Council  to  extend  the  period  beyond  that  time.     Con- 

*  sequently  they  have  only  consented  to  the   St.  Pancras  Vestry 

*  borrowing  £24,000  for  jarrah  or  karri  wood   paving,  on  condition 

*  ihat  it  be  repaid  in  seven  years. 

*  The  Strand  District  6oard  has  received  permission  to  borrow 

*  £7,000  for  wood  and  asphalte  paving  works. 

*  The  London  Coun^  Council  is  about  to  pave   the  Whitehall 

*  Place  approach  to  the  Victoria   Embankment,   in   equal  portions, 

*  with  jarrah  and  karri  wood  respectively,   at  a  cost  of  £3,100,  in 

*  order  to  test  the  two  kinds  of  wood.   The  work  will  be  carried  out 

*  by  the  Works  and  Stores  department 

*  The  Woolwich  Local  Board  of  Health  on  Tuesday  accepted 

*  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Mowlem  &  Co.  to  lay  jarrah  wood    paving 

*  in  the  vicinity  of  places  of  worship." 

The  noticeable  point  is  the  great  use  which  is  beginning  to  be 
made  of  the  two  great  West  Australian  timbers  'jarrah  *  and  *  karri  * 
and  the  flaring  advertisement  of  companies  to  work  concessions  of 
forests  of  those  species  are  not  uncommon  in  the  newspapers.  Bnt 
surely  we  have  in  India  timber  just  as  good  and  procurable  from 
forests  situated  on  good  rivers  within  easy  distance  of  the  coast 
which  could  compete  in  every  respect  with  the  Australian  trade.    If 
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the  Ipswich  rate  is  anythiDg  like  an  average,  it  comes  to  about  3d. 
per  block,  and  if  each  block  is  4  in.  square  and  6  in.  deep,  to  4s. -8d. 
oabic  foot 

It  seems  probable  from  the  indications  we  publish  and  from 
other  information,  that  most  European  and  American  towns  will 
sooner  or  later  replace  their  old  stone,  asphalte  or  macadam  pavement 
with  wood.  Since  it  has  been  proved  that,  by  the  American  method 
of  hot  air  drying,  all  fungus  germs  can  be  killed  and  all  albummoid 
substances  so  desiccated  as  to  obviate  development  on  them  of  fun- 
goid growths  without  interfering  with  the  physical  qualities  of  the 
timber,  many  of  the  objections  to  wood-pavements  have  been 
removed  and  especially  those  connected  with  sanitation.  Conse- 
quently, the  gradual  introduction  of  wood  in  road-paving  is  merely  a 
Siuestion  of  time,  and  those  who  are  interested  in  findmg  markets 
or  surplus  forest  produce  ought  not  to  pass  the  opportunity  of 
sharing  in  the  demand  which  it  may  safely  be  anticipated  will 
shortly  spring  up. 

It  seems  that  hard  heavy  woods  like  *jarrah '  are  likely  to  be 
preferred  to  the  softer  deals  and  pine  which  have  been  used  so  much 
in  London  ;  and  it  is  just  these  heavy  woods  of  which  we  possess  in 
some  of  the  Indian  forests,  such  a  large  quantity  which  at  present 
has  lltttle  or  no  sale.  It  has  always  been  more  or  less  a  reproach 
against  the  Indian  Forest  Department  that  railways  have  been 
made  through  its  reserves  and  these  reserves  have  not  assisted  in 
the  supply  of  sleepers.  The  causes  of  this  are  easy  enough  to 
understand,  and  are  (I)  the  preference  which  the  companies  shew 
for  iron  sleepers  which  can  be  provided  merely  on  an  order  to  a  large 
firm  and  with  comparatively  little  trouble  in  examination  ;  (2)  the 
desire  of  forest  oj£cers  to  make  a  good  show  of  revenue  and  perhaps 
to  stand  out  for  too  large  a  profit ;  (8)  the  want  of  labour  and  toe 
difficulty  of  organization  in  new  localities,  often  xmhealthy ;  (4) 
the  imperious  necessities  of  Budget  arrangements  which  prevent  on 
the  one  side,  the  Public  Works  Department  or  the  Railway 
Company  from  giving  its  order  sufficiently  long  before  hand ;  and 
on  the  other,  the  forest  officers  from  getting  ready  sleepers  when  it 
18  not  absolutely  certain  that  they  will  be  purchased  ;  (5)  the  small 
size  of  Indian  trees  except  in  the  hills,  preventing  the  economic 
use  of  any  but  the  best  and  soundest  and  straightest  of  timber  for 
such  a  purpose  as  sleepeis,  and  so  on ;  but  in  the  case  of  wood-blocks 
these  difficulties  would  disappear  :  for  if  the  market  is  large,  blocks 
can  be  cut  for  it  without  previously  arranged  contract  for  sale  ;  a 
small  profit  will  be  better  than  none  at  all ;  the  small  size  of  ihe 
pieces  makes  extraction  and  conversion  easy,  and  any  trees  having 
sufficient  heart-wood  for  the  purpose  and  otherwise  sound  will  do. 
So  that  we  think  there  is  a  great  future  for  the  industry  and  that 
it  behoves  those  who  are  in  charge  of  forests  which  have  suitable 
timber,  not  to  lose  the  chance  which  is  now  presented  to  them. 
First  and  foremost  among  the  likely  woods,  is  undoubtedly  the 
*  Fynkado '  {Xylia  dolcAri/ormis)  which  occurs  throughout  Burma 
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aad  also  in  large  quantities  on  tlie  opposite  coast  in  the  hills  of 
Yisagapatam  and  Godavari,  all  within  easy  reach  of  the  sea  and 
QSoaUy  provided  with  cheap  water  carriage.  Pynkado  is  already 
in  nae  for  telegraph  poles  and  sleepers  and  we  imagine  that  the 
new  paving-block  industry  wonld  prove  economical  as  enabling  less 
of  the  wood  to  be  wasted,  for  many  trees  which  might  only  give  a 
few  sound  sleepers  could  also  give  in  addition  a  fair  number  of 
paving  blocks  out  of  ends  and  sides  and  pieces  with  knots  and 
similar  flaws.  We  would  suggest  that  an  attempt  be  made  by  the 
Burma  Forest  Department  to  send  home  to  some  good  agent  for 
sale,  a  large  consignment  of  *  Pynkado  '  and  nave  it  tried. 
Perhaps  the  well-known  oil  which  fills  the  pores  of  the  wood  may 
make  the  preliminary  use  of  a  desiccation  process  unnecessary. 

Then  there  are  also  many  other  kinds  which  might  do,  for 
instance,  the  ubiquitous  Terminalia  tomeritosa  the  *  Saj,'  *  Asan,' 
'  Toukkyan/  '  Miaddi  '  of  various  parts  of  India  seems  just  the 
kind  of  wood  for  the  purpose.  Then  there  is  the  *  Nagesar  '  or 
•Gangaw'  {Mesiui  ferrea)  of  which  considerable  quantities  could  be  cut 
and  brought  to  i  hittagong,  Akyab  and  the  Burmah  ports  without 
much  expense.  Then  there  are  the  Lafferstrdmias,  ShoreaSy  Hapeas, 
Hardwickiay  Soymida^  and  doubtless  many  other  names  will  occur 
to  those  who  are  in  charge  of  forests  in  likely  places  such  as  the 
West  (Joast  country  from  Bombay  to  Cochin,  the  East  coast  forests 
from  the  Kistna  to  the  Mahanadi,  the  Chittagong  Hills,  the 
Sanderbuns,  and  the  forests  of  Aracan,  Pegu  and  Tenasserim — 
everywhere  in  short  where  a  copi  .us  rainfall  gives  forests  of  large 
trees  and  a  large  supply  of  timbers  of  many  species  only  a  few  of 
which  have,  like  the  Teak,  an  assured  and  permanent  market. 

It  must  be  remembered  by  those  who  try  for  the  new  market 
that  success  is  not  always  attainable  at  once.  Every  tradesman 
who  starts  a  new  business  in  a  new  commodity,  knows  that  it 
takes  a  good  deal  of  capital,  some  time,  much  advertising  and 
above  all  plenty  of  patience  to  start  a  market,  but  that  when  once 
successfully  gained,  the  returns  flow  in.  It  is  no  use  giving  up 
because  a  *^  small  trial  consignment '  fails,  the  thing  to  do  is  to  go 
on,  to  force  the  market  and  it  will  succeed  in  the  end.  We  feel 
sure  that  if  really  strong  measures  are  taken  to  obtain  it,  India 
will,  before  long,  send  to  Europe  and  America  paving  blocks  to  the 
value  of  many  lacs  and  the  forest  revenue  bid  fair  by  its  increase 
to  repair  some  of  the  losses  which  may  result  from  the  present 
financial  crisis  and  by  the  attempts  which  are  being  made  to 
reduce,  if  not  abolish,  the  revenue  from  opium.  A  few  years'  time 
should  see  '  Pynkado '  and  other  names  as  much  household  words 
in  the  European  and  American  paving  block  market  as  are  the 
*  Jarrah '  and  '  Karri  '  which  our  Australian  neighbours  have 
taken  such  pains  to  introduce  and  sell 

As  a  proof  of  what  can  by  done  in  this  respect,  we  need  only 
point  to  the  trade  in  Padouk  which  has  been  firmly  established 
within  the  last  few  years. 
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The  Prize  day  at  Coopers  jM,  1893. 

The  Prize  day  was  held  on  the  28th  Jaly,  and  in  the  unaToid- 
able  absence  of  Lord  Kimberley,  the  prizes  won  during  the 
season,  at  the  Royal  Engineering  College,  Coopers  Hill,  were 
presented  by  Sir  Alfred  Lyall. 

General  Sir  Alexander  Taylor,  in  reviewing  the  events  of 
the  past  year,  mentioned  that  in  the  case  of  the  foresters  the  exten- 
sion of  tneir  coarse  of  training  from  2^  to  8  years,  sanctioned  in 
1891,  haJ  now  taken  effect,  and  he  had  no  donbt  the  new  arrange- 
ment would  bo  attended  with  good  results.  It  was  to  this  depart- 
ment that  it  was  due  that  the  forests  in  India  which  were  rapidly 
disappearing  under  the  wasteful  arrangements  that  formerly 
prevailed,  are  now  being  fostered  and  conserved,  without  stopping 
the  supply  of  timber  to  the  market.  At  the  same  time,  an  im- 
portant income  was  being  secured  by  the  sale  of  forest  produce — 
an  income  that  was  rapidly  increasing.  The  official  returns  showed 
that  in  1891-92  the  net  income  of  the  Department  after  deducting 
all  charges,  amounted  to  Rs.  64,66,580.  These  results  were  due 
to  the  administrative  ability  and  high  professional  skill  of  the 
superior  officers  of  the  Department.  It  was  quite  certain,  however, 
that  if  Forestry  was  to  go  on  advancing  in  India,  the  training  of 
Forest  Officers  must  keep  pace*  with  the  times.  How  was  this  to  be 
done?  The  home  of  economic  Forestry  was  the  continent  of  Europe, 
especially  France  and  Germany.  It  had  therefore,  been  the 
custom  to  devote  the  latter  part  of  the  Forestry  course  to  a  visit 
of  three  months  to  the  most  suitable  forests  of  Germany.  These 
annual  visits  had  now  developed  into  a  system  of  apprenticeship, 
extending  over  5  months,  beginning  in  April  and  ending  in  the 
middle  of  September,  and  this  year  the  foresters  had  been  appren- 
ticed two  by  two  to  Prussian  forest  officers.  This  arrangement  was 
at  present  in  an  experimental  stage,  and  time  only  could  show 
whether  all  the  advantages  expected  from  it  would  be  realised. 
It  was  hoped  that  on  the  completion  of  his  apprenticeship  next 
September,  the  young  forest  officer  would  be  equipped  to  go  to 
India  with  such  a  grasp  of  the  subject,  both  theoretical  and  prac- 
tical, as  to  be  competent  to  introduce  the  best  methods  of  Europ- 
ean forestry,  so  far  as  they  could  be  adapted  to  the  conditions  of 
the  East  Another  change  connected  with  the  Forestry  branch 
deserved  notice.  Hitherto  the  fellows  of  the  college  bad  been 
appointed  exclusively  from  among  the  engineering  students,  but 
Lord  Kimberley  had  now  decided  that  foresters  should  also  be 
eligible,  and  this  decision  had  been  given  retrospective  effect  to. 
Five  foresters  who  had  passed  out  in  days  cone  by,  viz : — Rogers, 
B.  B.  Osmaston,  Haines,  Leete  and  Carr  nad  consequently  been 
appointed  fellows  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  two  foresters 
were  included  in  the  fellows  appointed  this  year.  The  fellowship 
•of  the  college  was  the  highest  honour  that  oould  be  conferred  on 
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a  distinguished  student.  It  was  not  granted  to  a  fixed  nnmber 
at  the  head  of  the  senior  year,  but  only  to  a  selected  few  who 
had  done  so  remarkably  well  as  to  call  from  the  college  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  a  special  mark  of  approbation.  In  regard  to 
the  senior  foresters  just  about  to  leave,  Dr.  Schlich  wrote  that 
taking  them  one  with  another,  they  were  the  best  set  of  forest 
students  that  had  been  at  the  college. 

The  following  information  so  far  as  concerns  forest  students 
is  extracted  from  tne  year's  prize  list. 

Appointed  fellows  of  Coopers  Hill. 
H.  G.  BUlson.  ...        C,  C.  Abbey. 

Scholarships — Second  year  Students. 
Scholar  in  the  forest  course         B.  0.  Coventry. 

Prizemen — Third  year  Students, 
Forestry  ...  ...         C.  C.  Abbey. 

Forest  law       ...  ...         R.  M.  Williamson. 

Accounts  (open  to  the  whole  college)    H.  A.  Latham. 

Prizemen — Second  year  Students. 
Forest  management         ...         H.  E.  Bartlett 
Botany  ...  ...         B.  0.  Coventry. 

Geology  (open  to  the  whole  college)  B.  0.  Coventry. 

Prizemen — First  year  Students. 
Botany  ...  ...         W.W.Mayes. 

Sylviculture  ...         W.  W,  Mayes. 

Sir  Alfred  Lyall,  in  distributing  the  prizes,  said  he  was  particu- 
larly gratified  to  hear  that  engineers  and  foresters  of  the  third  yeair 
were  exceedingly  good.  No  one  connected  with  India  could  fal 
to  understand  the  great  reliance  placed  on  men  coming  from 
Coopers  Hill  to  fill  positions  in  those  important  branches  of  the 
Indian  Government,  namely,  the  Telegraph  Department,  the  Forest 
Department  and  the  Department  of  rublic  Works. 

The  following  students  have  been  appointed  Assistant  Con- 
servators of  Forests,  H.G.  Billson,  C.  C.  Abbey,  R.  M.  Williamson, 
R.  C.  Milward,  F.  linnell,  W.  F.  Perr^e,  C.  B.  Smales,  S.  Cox^ 
E.  P.  Stebbing,  H.  F.  A.  Wood,  H.  Tireman,  F.  E.  B.  Lloyd. 

C.  G.  R. 


Obituary,  J.  Kelly. 


We  regret  having  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Kelly,  an 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  on  the  Provincial  staff  of  the  Assam 
Forest  Department.  Mr.  Kelly  was  transferred  from  the  Revenue 
Survey  Department  in  1886  and  joined  the  forests  as  a 
Sub-Assistant  Conservator.  He  was  promoted  to  E.  A.  C. 
2nd  grade  on  the  reorganization  of  the  Department  in  1891, 
and  to  E.  A.  C.   Ist    grsde    in    April    1893,  only  a  few  days- 
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before  his  death,  which  occarred  on  the  28th  Maj  iu  the  General 
Hospital,  Calcutta.  Mr,  Kellj  had  been  in  charge  of  the  Nowgong 
Forest  Divison  dnring  the  past  two  years  and  had  proved 
himself  a  useful  and  successful  officer  in  that  appointment.  He 
was  much  liked  sociably,  for  many  generous  qualities,  and  his 
early  death  at  the  age  of  85  has  been  regretted  even  beyond  Uie 
circle  of  his  departmental  friends.  He  was  a  coospicuous  and  enthu- 
siastic trooper  of  the  Assam  Volunteer  Mounted  Infantry  and  a  very 
regular  attendant  at  the  yearly  camps  of  Exercise  of  this  Corps, 
from  which  his  genial  presence  will  be  much  missed  on  all  future 
occasions. 


II.-OORRB3BI»OIT13ElITOB3 . 


Tea-Boxes. 

SjR, 

I  see  two  notes  in  the  Indian  Forester  for  June  1893,  on 
the  subject  of  tea-box  woods,  one  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Hope  and  the 
other  by  the  Honorary  Editor. 

I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject,  as  1 
think  that  I  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  tea-box  trade 
making  such  progress  in  the  two  districts  of  Lakhimpur  and 
Sibsagar  in    Assam. 

Before  the  year  1886,  few  tea-boxes  were  cut  up  in  Assam ! 
and    Qovprnment  made  little  or  no  revenue  from  this  trade. 

Mr.  J.  Hulbert  who  was  manager  of  the  Upper  Assam  Tea 
Company  was  the  first  to  start  the  trade  on  a  proper  footing, 
with  an  energetic  manager  and  first  rate  machinery.  It  was 
through  him  that  I  was  induced  to  send  forward  proposals,  regard- 
ing the  levying  of  Government  royalty  on  a  new  basis  ;  and 
this  it  was  that  gave  the  great  impetus  to  trade  of  late  years,  as 
can  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  in  the  Assam  Forest  Report  for 
the  year  1891-92.  These  rules  avoided  all  the  friction  that  formerly 
occurred  with  the  Forest  Department:  and  nearly  all  the 
sawmills  applied  to  be  allowed  to  work  under  them. 

The  out-turn  of  tea-boxes  (see  figures  in  the  Assam  Forest 
Report;  is  now  nearly  4,00,000.  Mr.  C.  W.  Hope  thinks  these 
figures  are  over  estimated  by  nearly  one  lakh ;  but  he  must 
remember,  that  in  this  total  are  included  boxes,  cut  up  from 
private  timber,  that  do  not  therefore  pay  the  Government  royalty 
of  one  anna  a  box. 

Again  it  is  stated  that  Messrs.  Davenport  &  Co.  of  Calcutta, 
import  annually  1,500,000,  of  Japan  Tea-boxes.  Are  these  figures 
correct? 

I  am  sorry  I  have  not  got  the  figures  to  which  I  can  refer ; 
but  still  I  think  I  can  remember  sufficient  to  shew  there  must 
be  something  wrong  somewhere. 
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The  ont-tam  of  tea  for  the  whole  of  India,  is,  I  belieYe,8  ome- 
thing  nnder  180,000,000  lbs  ;  and  an  ordinary  tea-box  holds  at 
least  90  to  100  lbs  of  tea  on  the  average ;  so  that  Messrs. 
Davenport  &  Oo.  import  annually  more  than  a  snfficient  number 
of  teap-boxes  from  Japan,  to  pack  the  whole  of  the  tea  produc- 
tion of  India.  In  this  case  what  becomes  of  all  the  boxes  made 
locally? 

The  400,000  tea  boxes  shewn  in  the  Assam  Forest  Report 
for  1891-92,  are,  I  believe,  only  the  ont-tnm  of  two  or  three  districta 
in  Assam,  and  I  fancy  that  for  the  whole  of  Assam  at  least  600,000 
boxes  are  made  locally,  or  parchased  otherwise  than  through 
Messrs.  Davenport  &  Co.  These  600,000  teap-boxes  being  sufficient 
to  hold  nearly  half  the  tea  produced  in  India  :  can  you  therefore 
tell  me,  how  Messrs  Davenport  &  Co.  manage  to  dispose  of 
their  1,500,000  Japan  tea-boxes. 

I  could  give  a  good  deal  more  information  on  this  subject, 
both  as  regards  sawmills,  the  Assam  rules  for  sawing  tea-boxes, 
the  woods  used,  &c.,  &c.,  if  Mr.  C.  W.  Hope  would  care  to  have 
it,  in  the  meanwhile  I  will  wait  to  hear  further  from    him. 

VIPER. 


iroVB.— Possiblv  the  muitake  has  arisen  by  "tea  boxes"  being  mixed  up 
with  *'  tea  shocks.  1,500,000  tea  shooks  would  represent  a  very  much  smaller 
number  of  tea-boxes,  probably  not  more  than  135,000. 


Growth  of  Eucalyptus  in  Jloshiarpur. 

Deak  Sir. 

The  following  statistics  as  to  the  growth  of  Eucalyptus  in  Unah, 
Hoshiarpur  district,  will  probably  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
your   readers. 

The  trees  were  raised  from  seed,  obtained  from  Abbottabad, 
and  sown  in,  I  think,  1877  or  1878  (certainly  not  earlier  than 
1876)  and  some   of  the  finest  now  measure  as  follows  : — 

1  Girth  4  feet  from  the  ground  5  ft.  7  inches,  height  115  ft. 

.2                 do.                 do.  5   „  5      „           „  115  „ 

3  do.                 do.  5   „  1      „           „  115  „ 

4  do.                 do.  5   „  6      „           „  75  „ 

The  species    is  E.  tereticomis. 
I  give  also  the  measurements  of  4  years  back  which  show  1 
think  a  good  rate  of  growth  in  a  tree,   more  or  less  mature.     The 
measurements  for  1889,  presumably  for  the    same    trees,  are  as 
follows  : — 

58     inches  at  4  feet  from  the  ground. 
56  do.  do. 


54  do.  do. 

54  do.  do. 


W.  COLDSTREAM. 
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Allowances  to  Working  flans  Officers. 

The  followiDg  circular  on  this  subject  has  recently  issued  and 
may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  our  readers. 

The  Government  of  Bengal  has  drawn  attention  to  the  appli- 
cation in  practice  of  the  provisions  of  sections  21  and  23  of  the 
Forest  Department  Code,  under  which  a  specially  appointed  work- 
ing-plans officer  is  entitled  to  draw  a  local  allowance,  and  has  sug- 
fested  that  the  rule  should  be  materially  modified  or  cancelled, 
he  reasons  adduced  in  support  of  this  suggestion  are,  mainly,  that 
the  allowance  is  generally  unnecessary  and  mexpedient,  because  the 
officer  concerned  may  receive  special  remuneration  for  several 
months  during  which  he  does  but  little  towards  the  actual  prepara- 
tion of  the  plan  ;  because  his  responsibilites  will  ordinarily  be  less 
heavy  and  his  duties  less  arduous  than  those  of  a  divisional  forest 
officer  ;  because  he  is  not  necessarily  specially  qualified  ;  and  lastly, 
because  the  grant  of  the  allowance  is  a  direct  incentive  to  postpone 
as  long  as  possible  the  completion  of  the   working-plan. 

2.  The  Government  of  India  are  disposed  to  think  that  some 
alteration  of  the  existing  rule  is  desirable  ;  but,  before  issuing  in- 
structions, they  will  be  glad  to  learn  other  views  on  the  questions 
raised.  I  am  to  suggest  for  consideration  that,  in  the  event  of 
special  remuneration  being  considered  advisable  at  all,  the  grant  of 
the  allowance  should  be  contingent  on  the  support  of  the  Conservator 
of  the  circle  concerned,  who  would  be  required  to  show  that  excep- 
tionally arduous  work,  increased  personal  expenditure,  or  prolonged 
travelling  in  remote  or  difficult  localities,  is  entailed  in  each  case. 
It  may  sdso  be  remembered  that  the  divisional  forest  officer  is  in 
many  cases  the  official  best  qualified  to  prepare  a  working-plan  for 
the  forests  of  his  charge  ;  and  iu  ^  '!  ouen  be  the  most  convenient 
course  to  entrust  the  work  to  him,  n  king  special  arrangements  to 
relieve  him  of  some  of  his  current  d  es.  In  such  a  case,  the  divi- 
sional officer  would  be  called  upon  to  undertake  such  business  as  a 
part  of  his  ordinary  duties,  and  it  would  require  some  very  special 
circumstance  to  entitle  him  to  a  special  reward. 
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Budget  Estimates  of  the  Forest  Department  for  1893-94. 

The  Budget  Estimates  for  1892-93  were  given  at  page  390  of 
our  last  Volume.  We  now  give  the  figures  of  the  Estimates  for 
1893-94,  the  current  year. 
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forest  f lanting  in  New  York  State. 

Forestry  in  the   United  States  has  up  to  date,  at  any  rate 
from  a  Government  point  of  ^^iew,   been  a  failure,  and  a  failnre  as 
regards  the  whole  country  it  is  likely  to  remain  for  many  years  to* 
oome.   But  though  it  is  not  likely  that  Congress  will  take  the  matter 
up  and  pass  general  laws  to  constitute  a  Government  united  forest 
domain,  to  prevent  forest  firing,  regulate  lumbering,  and  arrange 
for  the  restocking  of  areas  too  denuded  for  natural  reproduction; yet 
there  are  many   signs  that  individual  States  are  taking  the  matter 
up,  and  that,  although  not  quite  in  the  same  way  as  is  done  in  the 
chief  European  countries,  in  India,  and  in  some  British  Colonies,  a 
considerable  step  towards  forest  maintenance  will  soon  be  apparent. 
Among  the  pioneer  States  in  the  forest  work,  the  foremost  will  pro^ 
bably  be  that  of  New  York,  the  great  State  which  stretches  north- 
wards from  the  great  American  seaport  to  the   Canadian  frontier 
and  furnishes  inuie  Catskill  and  Adirondack  mountains  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  localities  of  Trans-atlantic  scenery.     Dr.  Jarchow's 
little  book,  which  is  now  before  us,  is  expressly  published  in  order  to 
act  as  a  sort  of  Forestry  text-book  for   the  New   York   State   and 
though  no  doubt  here  and   there  there  will  be  found  some  useful 
advice  and  valuable  information,  yet  on  the  whole  the  result  cannot 
be  said  to   be   wholly   satisfactory.     Compared  with  such  a  really 
useful  practical  work  as  -Dr.  Franklin  Hough's  'Elements  of  Fores- 
try '  in  some  respects  Dr.  Jarchow's  work  is  only  disappointing.  The 
work  is  divided  into  three  parts,  'Forest  culture,'   'Forest  planU 
ing  on  plains '  and  '  Forest  planting  on  mountains.'     In   the  first, 
after  several  general   chapters  of  an  introductory   kind,    ten  pages 
are  given  to  *  Sv^tems  of  forest  Management '  and  four  to  '  Natural 
reproduction '  the  rest   being  devoted  to  Artificial  Reproduction  of 
a  more  or  less  horticultural  character. 

'  Scientific  Forestry  '  '  our  author  tells  us '  '  does  not  de- 
signate any  exact  science'  but  consists  in  three  points  which  are  (1> 
sustained  production,  (2)  natural  regeneration,  (3)  progressive  im- 
provement: and  here  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  author  has  very 
rightly  consulted  our  old  Nancy  text  book  bv  M.  M.  Lorentz  and 
Parade.      We  can  only  feel  sorry  that  he  did  not  consult  it  further. 

« FOREST  PLANTING  '  a  treatiieon  the  oare  of  timber  lands,  by  a  N.  Jar- 
ebow,  L.  L.  D.,  Orange  Jadd  OompaDy,  New  York  and  Kegan  PaoL  Trenob 
Trfibiier  9t  Co.,  London. 
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Properly  preserved  forests,  he  tells  us,  must  :  (1)  be  guarded 
from  encroachment ;  (2)  be  protected  from  injury  of  various  kinds 
(3)  be  managed  by  three  principles,  firtt  "  the  annual  felling  of 
'mature,  or  defective  dead  trees  and  tneir  transportation  so  that  no 
'  damage  shall  be  done  to  young  growing  trees  ;'*  secondly  '*  the 
'  periodical  thinning  out  of  places  wnere  the  trees   have  sprung  up 

*  too  thickly  ;"  and  thirdly  the  filling  of  vacant  spots  "  by  natunu 
'reproduction  of  the  trees  either  by  shoots,  sprouts  or  layers,  or  by 

*  the  natural  sowing  of  seed  "  or  "  by  artificial  replanting."  So  far, 
80  good,  this  is  excellent  as  a  beginning  but  the  programme  is  not 
always   properly   developed. 

Dr.  Jarchow  claims  that  the  State  should  own  ;  (1)  the  forests 
and  areas  surrounding  the  watersheds  of  the  navigable  rivers  ; 
(2)  the  sand-dunes  along  the  coast;  and  (3)  every  area  unfit  for 
aericulture  but  adapted  for  forest ;  but  his  illustrations  of  the 
advantage  of  state  management  are  not  always  happy  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  extract. 

*  For  instance,  if  a  private  person  possesses  a  mine  which  cost 
'every  year  1 100,000  in  order  to  obtain  its  yearly  output  valued  at 

*  $100,000,  there  is  no  net  profit,  and  the  owner  of  the  mine  would 

*  hardly  be  inclined  to  continue  the  enterprise,  unless  prompted  by 
'  the  charitable  desire  to  give  some  men  employment.  From  a 
'  quite  different  standpoint  would  in  this  case  the  question  of  the 
'profitableness  be  considered,  should  the  Government  take  this  work 

*  in  hand.  The  $  100,000  paid  for  labor,  machinery,  etc.,  would 
'^then  be  looked  upon  as  benefitting  the  people,  and  the  nation 
'would  have  by  the  continued  exploitation  of  the  mine  a  profit 
'of  $  100,000  every  year,  that  being  the  sum  which  had  been  dis- 

*  tributed  for  labor,  etc. 

In  the  5th  chapter  the  advantage  of  Forest  Schools  is  described 
and  the  School  he  takes  for  his  model  is  not  one  of  the  well-known 
Qerman  institutions,  or  that  at  Nancy,  but  the  comparatively  minor 
French  one  of 'Les  Barres'  where  some  half-dozen  subordinates  are 
yearly  instructed  in  practical  work. 

We  do  not  propose  to  attempt  to  discuss  in  detail  Dr.  Jarchow's^ 
hints  on  the  artificial  rearing  of  trees  for  we  know  too  little  of  the 
requirements  of  the  individual  American  kinds.  We  prefer  to  let  our 
readers  judge  for  themselves,  and  say,  that  while  wishing  every 
possible  success  to  New  York  Forestry,  we  hope  the  next  writer 
will  produce  a  work  of  a  more  suitable  kind,  and  treat  his  subject 
from  a  wider  point  of  view 
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^nnual  Forest  Administration  Keports  for  1891-92 
for  the  Central  Provinces  and  Bombay. 

With  the  exception  of  these  two  Reports  we  have  now  gone 
over  all  the  Provincial  Reports  for  1891-92.  In  some  respects  the 
two  most  interesting  have  been  kept  tiU  the  end,  for  in  both  of  these 
Provinces  the  Local  Government  has  found  fault  with  its  officers, 
without  there  being,  that  we  can  find  out,  sufficient  reason  for 
doing  so.     , 

Thus,  in  the  Central  Provinces  Report,  the  most  noticeable 
matter  is  the  censure  bestowed  by  the  Chief  Commissioner  on  the 
Forest  StaflF  because  most  of  the  oflfences  in  which  Section  67  of 
the  Forest  Act  was  put  in  force  were  apparentlv  *  utterly  trivial.* 
We  should  like  to  know  what  the  Chief  Commissioner 
thinks  section  67  was  inserted  in  the  Act  for  if  it  were  not  to  meet 
the  case  of  'utterly  trivial*  offences  t.^.,  offences  in  which 
it  would  not  only  be  hard  on  the  offender,  but  would 
entail  too  much  loss  of  time  on  the  forest  officer,  if  the  accused 
were  taken  before  a  magistrate.  In  most  Provinces,  there  would 
probably  be  censure  if  in  the  Annual  Reports  the  offences  com- 
pounded were  not  found  to  be  trivial,  and  the  silence  on  tlt^ 
subject  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  India  Resolution  seems 
to  point  to  what  we  feel  sure  is  the  case,  their  disagreement  with  the 
point  of  view  from  which  Sir  Antony  MacDonnell  regards  Section 
67.  No  doubt  7,849  is  a  large  number  of  cases,  but  the  Province 
is  a  big  one  as  regards  wideness  of  forest  area  and  the  protective  staff 
is  admittedly  weak  and  possibly  does  not  always  remember  that  pre- 
venting offences  is  better  than  detecting  them  after  commission.  To 
make  a  practice  of  letting  oft  offenders  m  'trivial  cases'  would  simply 
make  the  Department  a  laughing  stock  ;  to  prosecute  each  before 
the  Magistrate  would  be  very  often  hard  on  the  men  concerned 
and  would  keep  the  Forest  Officers  hanging  about  courts  half 
their  time,  so  that  we  are  at  a  loss  to  see  what  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner would  have  the  Forest  Officers  do.  If  he  wanted  to 
introduce  leniency  in  such  matters,  a  quiet  hint  to  the  Conservators 
would  have  done  all  that  was  wanted,  but  to  publicly  censure  officers 
•of  the  Government  for  doing  their  duty  and  carrying  out  the  law  is 
hardly  calculated  to  bring  credit  to  the  administration  of  India. 
And  it  is  the  same  with  the  order  about  cattle  in  transit  who  t  are 
now  "  only  to  be  impounded  when  the  injury  done  to  the  fores  s  is 
serious  and  deliberate."  To  prove  serious  and  deliberate  injury  ia 
such  a  case  would  be  almost  impossible,  for  the  injury  is  not  usuaUy 
due  to  the  passage  of  one  herd  but  to  the  continued  and  successive 
passage  of  many  herds  ;  and  besides,  there  would  usually  be  bat 
little  evidence  of  intentional  damage  and  consequently  the 
order  means,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  that  cattle  are  in  future  to 
come  and  go  through  the  forest  as  they  please,  along  or  on  the 
sides  of  public  roads  and  within  50  yards  on  either  side,  and  it  would 
liave  been  better  to  have  said  so  at  once  straight  off 
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Col.  DoYoton  utters  a  warning  note  as  to  the  danger  of 
redncing  too  mnch  the  area  of  true  forest  in  the  Central  Provinces. 
He  says,  with  reference  to  the  Agricaltnral  Department  Resolu- 
tion of  1891  on  the  classification  of  the  Forest  area. 

'*  The  fact  has  to  be  faced  that  it  is  only  in  the  trne  forest 
'  area   that  fodder  and  water  are  likely  to  be  found  in  times  of 

*  real   scarcity.     Scrub  jungles  will  answer  well  enough  in  time 

*  of  plenty,  in  the  rains  and  in  the  cold  season  ;  but  in  times 
•of  real  scarcity  they  must  in  these  Provinces  prove  a  broken 
*reed.  Then  it  may  be  noted  that,  with  a  few  exceptions,  in 
'these  Provinces  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  true  forest  of 
^  any  extent  that  has  not  grass  lands  in  patches   within  it." 

We  presume  his  intention  is  to  deprecate  too  wholesale  an 
action  on  the  recent  determination  of  Government  to  disforest 
portions  ot  the  Ueserves  for  extension  of  cultivation.  In  the 
Iforthem  Circle,  under  the  recommendation  of  a  previous  Conser- 
vator (now  retired)  considerable  areas  have  already  been  cut  off  and 
alienated  and  we  hope  that  before  they  go  much  further  with  this 
policy  they  will  not  forget  CoL  Doveton's  warning  and  remember 
that  the  Government  of  India  themselves  only  approve  of  the  arrange- 
ments *^  provided  that  the  culturable  area  is  in  each  instance 
'  of  sufficient  extent  for   the  formation   of  a  village  and  that  the 

*  reserves  are  not  unnecessarily  cut  up  or  honeycombed  by  scattered 

*  cultivation."  It  would  be  strange  if,  while  we  are  all  reading  Dr. 
Yoelcker's  excellent  report  recommending  the  extension  of  the 
forest  area  in  the  interests  of  agriculture,  we  should  be  in  some 
places  reducing  the  existing  area  to  a  less  amount  than  the  country 
ought  to  have. 

The  difference  between  the  methods  of  shifting  cultivation 
adopted  by  the  Gonds  and  By  gas  respectively  forms  one  of  the 
subjects  of  the  greatest  interest  in  the  Report  of  the  Northern 
Circle.  Mr.  Thompson  says  : 

"  In  Mandla  extensive  open  valleys  exist  containing  rich  black 

*  soils,  which  have  resulted  from  the  decomposition  of  the  prevalent 

'surface  trap  rocks.     These    valleys    occupy  an    aggregate    area  ; 

'  roughly  estimated  to  be  a  thousand  square  miles.     There  is  little  or  | 

'  no  forest  growth  on  the  land,  the  forests  only  occupying  the  sides,  ' 

'crests  and  flat  tops  of  the  aligning  ridges.  At  present  the 
'valleys  are  well  watered,  thanks  to  the   prevailing  cover  along 

*  the  confining  ridges,  but  a  time  may  very  shortly  come,  unless 
'specially  provided  against,  when  the  present  forest  growth  on 
'the  upper  ridges  and  plateaux  shall  have  been    swept  away  by 

*  the  axe  of  the  rapidly  advancing  Gond  cultivator,  who,  weaned  ! 

*  by  advancing  competition  of  his  habit  of  Dhya  cutting,  has  fallen 
'  almost  unobserved  into  the  far  more  destructive  and  pernicious 

*  habit  of  making  burra  clearings,  that  is  clearing  the  land   gra- 

*  dually — for  a  temporary  form  of  cultivation — of  its.timber  growth. 
'First,  as  preliminary  to  further  operations,  the  brush-wood  is 
^oaused  to  disappear,  the   land    being   immediately  ploughed   or 

100 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


388  ANNUAL   FOREST   A  DM  (NI8TRATI0M    RSPoBT.    FOB    1891-92. 

^  raked  ap  and  sown  with  kudo  and  kntki  ;   in  s    year   or    two 

*  or  later  follows  the  disappearance  of  the  trees,  and  then  a  plain 
'or  open  hill    side    is    created,    which    is    thus    exposed    to   the 

*  fullest  action  of  the  prevailing  frosts  of  those   uplands. 

'  Following  the  denudation  of  the    land    bj    removal  of  its 

*  timber  covering,  the  usual  annual  growth  of  grass  and  of 
^  young  shoots  from  the  remaining  living  stools  left  in  the 
'  ground,  appear  ;  the  cold  season    sets   in  ;    frosts    make    their 

*  appearance  ;  and  by  the  middle  of  the  ensuing  spring  season 
^  the  plains  and  hill  sides  are  cleared  of  every  vestige  and  stick 
^of  vegetable  growth  by  the  annually  recurring  fires.  This, 
'  repeated  in  time  without  apparent  cessation,  gives  the  key  to  the 
'evolution  of  the  great  plain- valleys  and  the  treeless   hul  sides 

*  of  the  central,  northern  and  north-eastern  portions  of  the  Handla 

*  District. 

'  The  extent  to  which  absolute   results  have  thus  been  brought 
'  about  by  the  Gond,  sinks  into  insignificance  the  more  immediately 

*  patent  and  therefore  striking  clearmgs  made  by  the  Byga  with  his 

*  bewar  cuttings.  And  with  this  important  difference  that,  while  the 
'  Byga  lays  bare  a  hill  side  or  cuts  down  the  trees  on  the  crests  of 
'  ridges,  no  sooner  has  he  done  with  the  land  than  it  again  becomes 
'  recljthed  with  wood  of  some  kind  or  other,  because  nis  work  lies 
'  in  a  region  which  is  above  the  influence  of  frosts.  Not  so  as  re- 
'  gards  the  clearings  made  by  the  Gond.  The  latter  has  left  bis 
'mark  on  the  country  in  a  manner  that  will  take  centuries  to  ob- 

*  literate  ;  while  in  thirty  years  the  mischief  done  by  a  Byga  is  more 
'  or  less  repaired.     Thus  is  the  difference   marked    between  the  re- 

*  suits  the  Byga  creates  in  a  forest,  and  that  which  the  Good  to 
'  the  present  day,  in  some  of  the  districts  of  the  Central  Provinces, 
'  is  encouraged  to  do  in  the  hope  that  he  is  the  pioneer  to  more 
'settled  forms  of  cultivation.  While  every  possible  measure  lias 
'  been  taken  to  restrict  the  Byga's  tendencies  and  to  confine  him  to 
'  localities  wherein  he  cannot  do  much  present  harm,  the  insidious 
'  Gond  is  still  left  to  roam  in  almost  full  possession  of  hill  sides  and 
'  valleys,  under  the  belief  that  he  is   practising   a  harmless  if  not  a 

*  permanent  form  of  cultivation." 

The  Local  Government  seems  to  have  disapproved  somewhat 
of  these  remarks,  for  they  say  : 

'  The  Chief  Commissioner  has  noticed  Mr.  Thompson's  remarks 
'  on  the   excision   of  land  for  cultivation    in    Mandla,   and  on  the 

*  injury  done  to  the  forests  by  the  barra  and  beioar  desrings  for  cul- 
'  tivation  of  Gonds  and  Bygas.  It  is  notorious  that  Gonds  and 
'  Bygas  in  past  times  have  done  much   damage  by  their  wasteful 

*  methods  of  cultivation  ;  but  the  Conservator,  Northern  Circle,  is 
'  evidently  imperfectly  informed  on  the  facts,  when  he  says  that 
'  Gonds  are  now-a-days  allowed  "  to  roam  in  almost  full  possession 
'  of  hill  sides  and  valleys  under  the  belief  that  they  are  practising  a 
'  harmless,  if  not  permanent,  form  of  cultivation  "  and  that "  in 
'  some  of  the  the  districts  of  the  Central  Proxinces  they  are  encaut' 
'  aged  (in  wasteful  clearings)  in  the  hope  that  they  are  the  pioneers 
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*of  a  more  settled  form  of  cultivation."  The  policy  of  the  Admiais- 
'  tration  is  directed  towards  the  abolition  of  barra  and  betoar  culti- 
*yation;and  the   suppression   of  the  migratory   habits   of    these 

*  aboriginal  tribes  is  the  direct  object  of  that  system  of  patch  culti- 

*  vation  which,  though  the  result  of  barra  clearings  in  the  ]mst,  is 
•now  made  to  lead  up  to  a  ryotwari  settlement.     But  tho   ingrained 

*  habits  and  customs  of  centuries  are  not  changed  in  a  day  :  nor  cai^ 

*  the  lives  of  a  very  helpless  and   very   pitiable  class  of  the  popula- 

*  tion  of  these  Provinces    be   wholly  subordinated   to  departmental 

*  views.     Efforts  compatible  with  the  safety  of  these  poor  aborigines 

*  are  being  made  not  merely  to  wean,  but  to  force  them  from  a  mig- 

*  ratory  to  a  settled  system  of  agriculture  ;  and  so  far  as  the  Hygas 

*  are  concerned,  a  successful  issue  is  well  within  sight.  The  very 
'essonce  of  tho  ryotwari  settlement  is  that  the  cultivator  binds  him- 

*  self  to  pay  the  revenue  fixed   on  a  survey  number,  and  he  cannot 

*  take  up  any  new  land  without  payment  for  a  fresh  .survey  number. 

*  Moreover  all  culturable  areas  are  demarcated  into  survey  numbers 
'  within  the  limits  of  some  particular  village  constituted  und(»r  the 
'excision  scheme,  and  it  is  not  open  to  the  ryot   to  pick  and  choose 

*  the  site  he  likes.  It  will  no  doubt  take  time  and  tact  and  manage- 
*ment  to  convert  all  restless  Gonds  into  settled  cultivators,  but  tne 
•work  is  in  hand" 

And  the  Government  of  India  endeavours,  diplomatically,  to 
show  that  there  isimuch  to  be  said  on  both  sides  in  the  foUownng  order. 

"The  Government  of  India  have  read  with  interest  and  con- 
*cem  paragraphs  13  and  14   of  the  Report  of  the  Northern  Circle^ 

*  which,  thougn  indicating  an  incomplete  appreciation  of  the  policy 

*  of  the  administration  towards  the  Gond  cultivators,  seem  never- 
'  theless  to  give  a  correct  picture  of  the   destruction   which   is  still 

*  being  worked  by  them  ;  and  they  agree   with   you  that  the  object 

*  to  be  held  in  view  is  the  conversion  of  the  Gond  into  a  settled 
'cultivator  at  the  same  time  that  barra  cultivation  is  suppressed. 
^  Future  administration  reports  should  indicate  the  results  and  pro- 

*  gress  of  the  efforts  made  in  this  direction,  and  should  specially  notice 
*in  what  particulars  and  to  what  extent  the    system  of  patch  culti- 

*  vation  mentioned  in  your  Resolution  differs  in  practice  from  b-^rra 
cultivation,  and   whether   the  changes  made  have  had  the  desired 

♦effect." 

In  the  Northern  Circle  strip  fellings  were  carried  on  in 
the  Sukri  Forests.  We  were  under  the  impression  that  these  strip  fell- 
ings had  everywhere  been  given  up  as  too  costly  and  troublesome  and 
as  having  practically  failed.  Some  of  our  readers  may  be  interested 
to  hear  that  for  each  .stack  of  firewood  measuring  25ft.  X  5ft.  X 
4  ft,  =  500  cubic  feet,  Rs.  5  was  paid  to  the  contractor,  and  that 
each  such  stack  was  found  to  contain  exactly  100   maunds  of  fuel. 

The  death  of  sal  trees  in  the  forests  of  the  Banjar  Valley  both 
in  1869-70,  and  again  in  1891-1)2  b  described  in  the  following  note 
which  we  extract  as  being  one  of  much  interest.  If  we  remember 
rightly,  something  similar  has  occurred  in  very  dry  years  in  the  Sal 
forests  of  Bengal,  in  the  Darjeeling  Terai  and  the  Western   Diiars 
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*The   years  1869-70  were  years  of  drought  and  famine  ovar 
'  large  tracts  of  India.     Those  years  were  specially   remarkable  for 

*  the  large  number  of  trees  which  died  in  the  oal   forests  of  the 

*  Banjar  Valley.     The  past  two  years  have  again  been   exceptional 

*  as  regards  little  rainfall,  with  the  result  that  again  a  lar^e  area  of 

*  Sal  forest  on  the  lighter  soils  is  disastrously  affected  by  the  prevail- 

*  ing  drought.     As  a  striking  case  in  point   that   the  cause  of  death 

*  of  the  trees  is  due  to  drought,  may  be  cited  (1)  the   vigorous  and 

*  healthy  growth  of  the  species  resting  on   the   more  humid  soils 

*  which  are  made  up  principally  of  matter  derived  from  the  pre- 
'  vailing  trap-rocks, — and  (2)  the  remarkable  healthiness  of  the 
'  forests,  though  individually  not   attaining  the   stature  of  trees  on 

*  the  lighter  soils  of  the  metamorphic  region,  of  the  Sal  forests 
'  resting  directly  on  the  traps  in  the  north-eastern  parts  of  Mandla. 
'  In  this  region,  for  miles  round,  the  Sal  occupies  the  pure  trap, 
'  attaining  larger  dimensions   as  the  higher   laterites   are   reached. 

*  Nowhere  in  the  trap  forests  was  it  observed  that  the  trees  were 
'  dead  or  dying.     Hence  there  can  scarcely   be   a   doubt   that  the 

*  cause  of  so  many  Sal  trees  dying  in  the  Banjar  Valley  Reserve  is 

*  due  to  the  drying  up  of  the  soil  in  years  of  little    rainfall,  to  an 

*  extent  injurious  to  the  living  tree.  We  have  also  the  coincident 
'  fact  that  a  similar  phenomenon  appeared  in  the  years  1869-70, 
'waich  were    years  of  drought,    the    death    of  the     trees  being 

*  preceded  by  a  copious  discharge   of  resin.     The  year  1890  was 

*  distinctly  characterised  as  one  of  excessive  exudation  of  resin  from 
« the  Sal  trees." 

We  will  conclude  our  notice  of  the  Central  Provinces  Report  with 
two  extracts  from  the  Southern  Circle  Report  on  (1)  the  important 
question  of  tlie  liability  to  damage  from  insects  of  pure  forests 
of  teak  ;  and  (2)  the  growth  and  seeding  of  bamboo,  a  subject  to 
which  VjoL  Doveton  is  well  known  to  have  long  devoted  special 
and  careful  attention. 

In  regard  to  the    teak,    he  says  : — "  In   the  Ahiri  forest  the 
'  tendency  of  teak   to   establish  itself  to   the  exclusion   of  other 

*  species  has  become  very  marked  in  all  the  small  areas  which  prior 

*  to  fire  protection  were  blank,  and  in  such  places   during  the  past 

*  year  the  damage  done  by  the  destruction   of  the   foliage   of   tha 

*  young  trees  by  insects  has  been  altogether  excessive.     The  results 

*  m  those  once  blank  areas  are  a  good  illustration  of  the  necessity, 
*in   most  parts  of  the   Ahiri    Reserve,   of  precautions  to   guard 

*  against  the  creation  of  a  pure  teak  forest." 

And  in  respect  to  the  bamboo  : — "  With   reference    to   para- 

*  graph  8  of  the  Government   of  India   Review   of  the  Report  for 

*  18i)0-91,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  culms  of  bamboo  attain  their 

*  full  size  in  a  very  short  space  of  time,  and  it  is  an  established  fact 

*  that  if,  within  the  15  days  from  the  time  of  their  starting  from 
'  the  rhizomes,  the  rain-fall  is  not  copious,  the  culms  fail  to  develop, 

*  and  often  wither  and  die  off  before  attaining  more  than  a  foot  or 

*  two  in  height.     It  is,  however,  also  an   established   fact   that  in 
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many  cases  the  bamboo  ceases  to  throw  np  shoots  preparatory 
to  seeding.  The  seeding  of  the  bamboo,  however,  is  to  some 
extent  connected  with  a  diminished  rain-fall,  and  hence  it  gener- 
ally happens  that  the  seed  of  the  Dendrocalamus  is  obtainable  in 
greater  abundance  in  seasons  of  scarcity  than  at  other  times. 

*  In  parts  of  the  forest  in  the  Sironcha  talnqa  there  has  of 
late  years  been  tolerably  extensive  seeding  of  the  bamboo.  In  a 
few  favourable  localities  the  reproduction  of  the  species  has 
progressed  favourably,  but  over  a  very  considerable  area  it  may 
be  said  that  the  species  has  almost  entirely  disappeared,  owing 
probablv  to  the  want  of  protection  from  fire  and  the  impoverish- 
ment of  the  soil  resulting  therefrom." 

The  Ebony  *  Diospyros  Ehenurrt  (is  not  i>.  Melanoxylon  or  D. 
tomentosa  really  meant,  for  D.  Ehenum  is  a  denizen  of  the  evergreen 
forests  of  the  dry  Carnatic  country  and  hardly  we  believe  goes  so 
far  north  as  the  Godavari.  It  is  not  given  in  Brandis.)  is  said  to 
reproduce  almost  exclusively  by  suckers  and  to  make  a  grand  show 
of  foliage  in  the  hot  weather  when  other  trees  are  not  in  leaf. 

In  taking  up  the  Bomhay  Report  for  1891-92  we  are 
reminded  that  that  for  1890-91,  a  memorable  one  in  many  repects, 
has  never  been  reviewed  in  our  pages.  The  discussion  on  the,  what 
we  consider,  unnecessarily  severe  remarks  of  Government  on  that 
Report  was  a  matter  of  considerable  notoriety  last  year  and  evoked 
an  expression  of  outside  independant  opinion  in  the  Public  Press 
on  the  question  of  the  action  of  Forest  Officers  in  regard  to  com- 
pounding offences  under  section  67  of  the  Forest  Act.  The 
Bombay  Government  objected,  as  that  of  the  Central  Provinces  has 
done  this  year,  that  the  offences  compounded  were  too  *  trivial ' 
and  on  this  the     Times  of  India  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  The  conclusion   arrived  at  by  the  local  Government,  that 

*  their  Forest  officers  have  avjiiled  themselves  far  too  freely  of  the 

*  powers  entrusted  to  them  under  Section  67  of  the  Forest  Act,  and 

*  that  these  officers  have  exacted  compensation  in  a  number  of  trivial 
'cases  which  would  most  undoubtedly  have  been  dismissed  by 
'Magistrates  seems  to  indicate  that  the  very  object  of  Section  67 

*  has  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  authors  of  the  Resolution.     Surely, 

*  this   section  is  primarily  intended  to  be  utilized  in  respect  of   so- 

*  called  trivial  Forest  offences.  If  not,  it  might  just  as  well  cease 
'  to  have  a  place  in  the  Forest  Act.     It  would  be  absurd  to  apply  it 

*  constantly  in  the  case  of  serious  offences,  which  the  Legislature 

*  undoubtedly  intends  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Magistracy.  It 
'  is  meant  to  apply  to  trivial  cases,  and  the  Legislature  in  passing  it 

*  fully  recognized  that  the  trivial  mischiefs  and  thefts  which  the 

*  Bombay  Government  now  make  so  little  of  could  not  be  passed 
*over.     Compounding,  obviously,  cannot  have  been  intended  for 

*  serious  offences." 

Of  course  it  may  be  that  in  some  places  forest  prosecutions,  or 
the  compounding  of  offences,  may  have  been  occasionally  harsh 
when   they  referred  to  ignorant  people  who  did  not  know  the  rules, 
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but  we  believe  this  is  not  the  case  in  Bombay  and  that  most  of  the 
ofifences  are  cases  of  deliberate  breach  of  the  law.  If  the  Govern- 
ment thought  that  the  Forest  Officers  ought  to  be  more  lenient, 
we  submit  that  private  and  quiet  instructions  to  the  Conservator 
could  have  effected  the  desired  result  without  the  scandal  of  the 
Government  publicly  and  in  strong  language  condemning  a  hard- 
working body  of  its  officers  for  doing  what  is  admitted  to  be 
their  duty.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  officers  thus  pub- 
licly censured  for  what  they  believed  they  were  right  in  doing,  will 
continue  to  work  with  the  zeal  and  energy  winch  Government 
would  wish  its  officers  to  exercise  and  which  have  been  so  long  the 
characteristics  of  all  Indian  Departments,  and  certainly  not  least 
of  all  the  Forest. 

The  Report  we  have  before  us  is,  we  suppose,  the  last  one  of 
ihe  old  arrangement  of  Circles,  and  in  that  of  the  Northern  Circle, 
Mr.  Shuttleworth  has  gone  into  great  detail,  probably  foreseeing 
that  another  year  he  would  only  have  half  of  the  area  to  discuss. 

The  grazing  question  as  usual  occupies  a  considerable  amount 
of  the  Report  and  it  refers  to  the  introduction  of  new  rules  as 
follows  : — 

"  The  new  grazing  rules  were  brought  into  force  in  the  SholA- 
'  pur  division  in  the  year  of  this  report  for  the  first  time,  and  the 

*  differentiation  of  grazing  was  as  under  : — 

*  (1)  Fee  grazing  on  permits  in  open  forests. 

*  (2)  Free  grazing  on  permits  in  open  forests  to  agricul- 

tural and   milch   cattle,   in  villages   which  have 
contributed  g&ir&n  to  forests  : 

*  (3)  Grazing  on  special  areas  ;  valuable  kuran  sold  by 

auction. 
*  The  season  for  grazing  extends  from  the  16th  August  to  the 

*  81st  March  ;  and  the  close  season  against  grazing,  during  which 

*  period  cattle  are  excluded  from  the  open  forests,  extends  from  the 

*  1st  April  to  the  15th  August" 

The  account  of  natural  reproduction  is  interesting  chiefly 
on  account  of  the  damage  done  by  a  caterpillar  to  teak  trees  in  the 
Thana  District.  The  following  are  the  Conservator's  remarks  on 
the  subject. 

**  Natural   reproduction  is  very   vigorous   everywhere  in  the 

*  Thana  district  whether  from  seed  or  from  stool :  an  enormous 

*  number  of  seedlings,  however,  are  killed  annually  by  fires  or  by 

*  cattle,  whilst  many  die  in  the  hot  weather  ;  given  protection  from 

*  fire  and  grazing  and  mischief,  the    forests  everywhere    may  be 
'trusted  not    only   to   maintain    themselves,    but    to    increase  in 

*  value.     The  regrowth  in  the  closed  compartments  which  were 

*  recently  coupes  under  exploitation  is  generally  vigorous  and  very 
•luxuriant,    so    that    the    regeneration   of  the   forests   and  their 

*  enhanced  condition  at  the  end  of  the  rotation  now  being  pursued 

*  may  be  expected  with  confidence.     The  new  growth  in  ^e  coupes 
« is  principally  coppice,   but  a  fair  number  of  seedlings  come  up : 
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*the  latter,  however,  suffer  more  than  the  former  when  fire  over- 

*  runs  the  compartment.     The  seeding  in  the  Thana  forests  was  veiy 

*  bad  during  the  year,  especially  in  the  case  of  teak  trees ;  the  heads 
of  flowers  were  numerous  on  the  teak   trees,   but  in  most  cases 

'  became  barren,  and  often  where  drupes  had  formed,  it  was  found 

*  that  the  seeds  contained  had  not  ripened.     A  great  deal  of  damage 

*  was  done  to  the  teak  by  caterpillars  during  the  rains   and   up  to 

*  the  second  week  of  November,  when  they  suddenly  disappeared  ; 
Hhese    caterpillars   were  of   small  size,    greyish  black,  with    a 

*  brown  head,  and  were  in  such  myriads  that  the  leaves  of 
'  all  the  teak  trees  in  the  district  were  reduced  to  skeletons  of 
'net-work,  the    caterpillars    eating     all   the  parenchyma  of  the 

*  leaves,  and  leaving  only   the   fibres   intact.     The  effect  of  this 

*  visitation  on  the  trees,  especially  on  young  seedlings  and  coppice 

*  shoots,  the  tender  leaves  of  which  were  especially  toothsome  to  the 

*  caterpillars,    must  have  been  disastrous  upon  the   increment    of 

*  wood,  besides  weakening  the  trees  ;  it  is  a  noticeable  fact  that 
'  the    trees  broke   out  into  new   leaf  much  earlier  in  1892   than 

*  ordinarily." 

We  have  been  interested  to  read  the  records  of  success  in  arti- 
ficial reproduction  by  means  both  of  transplants  and  of  sowings — 
babid  seed  sown  broadcast  by  Forest  Guards  came  up  thickly  in 
the  Kamthi  Budrak  Reserve  and  in  the  Panch  Mehals  similar  sow- 
ings of  various  trees  appear  to  have  been  very  successful.  The 
fouowing  extract  is  interesting  both  as  a  record  of  successful 
results  and  as  an  indication  that  the  Bombay  Forest  Officers  have 
been  more  successful  than  their  comrades  in  most  other  Provinces 
in  gettingthe  Forest  Guards  to  help  in  the  work.  Our  experience 
is  that  a  Forest  Guard,  though  he  may  have  previously  been  a 
labourer,  when  once  he  dons  the  uniform  and  the  belt,  becomes  at 
once  much  too  fine  a  gentleman  to  do  manual  labour  and  objects 
to  having  to  cut  creepers  and  tend  plantations  in  the  way  in  which 
ihe    French  '  Garde   Forestier '  is   accustomed    to   do.     We  con- 

fratulate  the  Bombay  Officers  on  their  success  in  this  way  and 
ope  that  the  arrangement  will  extend,  though  of  course  it  must  in 
many  places  be  accompanied  by  a  reduction  in  beat  areas. 

"Though  the  season  was  excessively  wet  in    GujarAt,  the  rains 

*  held  off  completely  during   June  in   the   Surat  division,   whereby 

*  planting  operations  were  much  delayed.     Exploited  coupe  No.  i 

*  of  the  Gandera  Reserved  Forest  was   sown  up  in  pits   1  foot  deep 

*  and  6  feet  apart,   with  seeds   from   the  Dangs  :   seedlings   locally 

*  raised  were  also  planted  out  in  it,  teak  occupying  every  alternate 

*  pit,  and  in  the  month  of  November  1891,  the   whole  surface  was 
'  carpeted  with   seedlings   and    shoots  ;   blanks  were   planted   up 

*  in   reserves  in   all  the   ranges  by  transplants   of  naturally  sown 

*  seedlings  from  surrounding   forests   without  outside   help,  and  in 

*  addition  theieto  by  broad-cast  seeds  over  a  larger  area.     The  results 

*  are  satisfactory.     The  Goema  Reserved  Forest  now  exhibits  a  very 

*  interesting   spectacle  to  a  forester  ;  its  site  was  barren  waste  land 

*  in  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  of  this  report   23  years   ago,  and  it 
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*  was  then  sown  up  chiefly  with  babiSl  ;  and  seedlings  of  teak,  of 

*  Terminaliay  Anogeissus,  Dalbergia^  Ac.,  raised  in  nurseries,  were 
^  planted  out  subsequently  among  the  bdbul ;  the  latter   grew  up  to 

*  marketable  size,  and  has  been  cut  out  at  different  times  after  it  nad 
^  been  overtopped  by  the  teak  and  jungle  wood  saplings,  which  are 
^  now  entirely  suppressing  the  few  remaining  bdoul  trees  in  the 
'  struggle  for  the  survival  of  the   fittest,  while  the  receipts  already 

*  obtained  by  the  sale  of  the   exploited  babul  wood  have  more  than 

*  paid   the   expenses  of  creating    a  very  rich  little  forest  estate.' 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Shuttleworth  on  the  utility  of  prickly  pear 
on  the  one  hand  and  its  harm  on  the  other  will,  we  trust,  be  read 
with  interest.  But  we  think  he  is  wrong  in  calling  it  Opuntia 
Dillenii  and  suggest  his  having  it  identified  at  Calcutta  or  Kew. 

We  believe  it  is  the  fact  that  the  species  0.  Dillenii  is  rather 
a  rare  one  in  India,  for  there  are  several  species  of  prickly  pear  in  the 
country,  all  of  them  occasionally  troublesome  and  mostly  very  dif- 
ferent in  appearance,  having  flowers  red  or  yellow  and  leaves  green 
or  gre^,  etc.  but  all  the  same  even  in  such  works  as  Brandis,  'Forest 
Flora  0.  Dillenii  has  always  been  spoken  of  as  the  Indian  Cactus. 
It  was  left  for  Mr.  J.  Steavenson  of  Madras  to  point  out  the  mistake 
and  to  shew  that  there  were  many  species  naturalized  in  India.  It 
is  quite  probable  that  a  little  botanical  investigation  will  shew  that 
in  the  Bombay  Northern  Circle,  there  are  several  species  and  not 
only  one. 

"  The    eradication   of  pfickly  pear,     Opuntia  Dillenii^  natural 

*  order  Cacteae,  from  Reserved  Forests  in  several  divisions,  has  been 
■  carried    on  with  vigour.     This  pestiferous  plant,  which  is  a  native 

*  of  Brazil,  and  now  so  common  about  most  of  the  Deccan  villages 

*  where  it  provides  a  safe  refuge  for  wild  pig,  snakes  and  vermin 
'  of  sorts  in  its  dense  impenetrable  tangled  masses,    which   form  an 

*  unbroken  cover  over  acres  of  ground,  was  introduced  into  Western 

*  India,  so  native  tradition   explains,  by  a    Maratha  Sirdar  DAbhadA 

*  by  name,  who  brought  a  few  seeds  of  it  in  his  palanquin  from 
'  Delhi,  and  his  gift  has  been  as  noxious  to  the  Deccan  as  was  the 
'shirt  to  Hercules.  It  is  a  very  valuable  plant  for  the  reboisement 
'  oi  the  barren  and  denuded  uplands  of  the  Deccan,  tor  it  establishes 

*  itself  upon  the  most  stony  soilless  places,  and  it  refuses  to  be  turned 
'  out  when  it  has  once  taken  root,  save  at  great  cost  and  labour ;  filth 
'  and  debris  are  arrested  by  it  and  accummulate   round  it,  and  its 

*  own  roots  open   out  the  pores  of  the  earth    and    form  soil.    The 

*  natives    call  it   the  nigpliana   nivadung  ;  armed    plant-}  such  as 
^Q  Euphorbia  nerlifolia^  Nivulia^  &e.,  are  likewise  generally  termed 

^  ^' nivadung"'  in  the  vernacular,  with  Sabri  and  Thor  added  to 
'  denote  their  species  :  but  the  prickly-pear  is  called  the  nagphana 
^nivadung  because  its  obovate.  flat,  fleshy  joints  resemble  the 
'  expanded  hood  of  the  cobra.     It  is  a  very  common  mistake  among 

*  officials  and  others  to  speak,  and  to  write,  of  the  Sabri,  Euphoriia 

*  neriifolia,  as  a  Cactus,  which  it  has  no  claim  to  be,  and  thus  confa- 

*  sion  is  caused.     The  prickly-pear  is  botanically  called    the  Cactus 
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^iftJtcu#  by  Roxburgh  in  his   Flora  Indica     The  Opuntia  Dillenii 

*  is  enormonslj  aggressive  with  its  yer  j  great  power  of  spreading^ 

*  for  the  joints  strike  root  wherever  they  may  nnd  themselves  car- 
'  ried  and  dropped  by  man,  or  by  the   wind,  or  by  water,  and   the 

*  seeds  are  deposited  in  all  directions  by  birds,  which  eat  the  fruits, 
'and  when  once  this  plant  has  been  introduced  upon  a  boundary  line 

*  as  a  Uving  hedge,  an  office  it  discharges  very  effectively,  it  very 
'  soon  invades  the  property  it  was  originally  brought  to  protect. 
*New  growth,  seedlings  and  shoots,  come  up  here,  there   and  every 

*  where,  and  as  it  is  very  gregarious   it   soon    occupies   land   to  the 

*  exclusion  of  superior  vegetation  and  of  grasses.  It  has  to  be  cut 
'down  limb  by  limb  and  levelled  to  the  ground,  then  the  roots  have  to 

*  be  dug  up,  and   the  whole  carcass  buried  under   several   feet   of 

*  earth  ;  this  is  the  most  effective  method  of  eradicating  it ;  simply 
'cutting  it  down,  drying  the  severed  parts  in   the  sun,  and  burning 

*  them,  which  is  a  costly  proceeding,  will  not  always  destroy  the  per- 

*  sistent  vitality   of  the  plant.     The   nine-lived  cat  would  have  no 

*  chance  against  the  prickly-pear  in  a  competition  against  death  by 
'violence.     In  the  East  Khandesh  division,    where  tnere  is  not  for- 

*  tunately  much  prickly-pear,  the  beat  guards  dig  it  out  wherever 
*it  shows  itself.  In  the  Nasik  division,  an  arei  of  67^^248  square 
'  feet  within  the  Raolas  Reserved   Forest  in  the  Niphad  range  was 

*  cleared  of  prickly-pear  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  103-5-0.  In  the  Ahmed- 
*nagar  division  16,179  cart  loads  of  prickly- pear  were  removed  from 
'866  acres  26  gunthas   of  babul  forests  in  different  ranges,  and  the 

*  material  was  buried  in  nalas  and  rifts  under  two  feet  of  earth,  the 
•cost  of  the  operation  amounting  to  Rs.  1,034-8." 

"  In  the  Poena  division  ten  gangs  of  six  men  each  have  been 
•engaged  partly  as  famine  work  for  varying  periods  in  the  Haveli, 
•Indapur  and  Bhimthadi  ranges  in  digging  out  prickly-pear  and 
'  trimming  the  hedges  of  this  interesting  plant,  wherever  it  was 
'getting  beyond  bounds.  73^  acres  were  cleared  entirely  and  7,131 
•cart-loads  of  the  prickly-pear  were  destroyed.  Forest  guards 
'removed  all  young  and.  fresh  growth  from  the  forests  of  their 
'beats.     Rs.  1,960-1-3  were  expended  in  the  division. 

'*  Prickly-pear  was  removed  from  the  Burl6  hdbul  reserve  in 
'the  Tasgaon  range  by  hired  labour,  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  198-12-6  ; 
'and  creepers  were  severed  and  killed  by  forest  guards  in  the 
'forests  of  the  western  ghats  in  the  Satara  division. 

"All  the  forest  guards  of  the  Sholipur  division  are  equipped 
'  with  bill  hooks  to  keep  their  reserves  free  of  creepers  and  also 
'to  remove  freshly  intruding  prickly-pear,  and  paid  labour  has 
'been  employed  where  the  forest  guards  were  unable  to  cope  with 
'.theevil.'*^ 

Tlie    Sind    Circle    Report    has    an  interesting    account    of 

*  Kachas  \  or,  as  they  are  perhaps  better  known  in  Northern  India, 
'  Churs '  which  we  must  leave  for   future  notice,  there  not  being 

*  sufficient  space  for  remarks  and  extracts  in  the  present  number 
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Mr.  Hexton  has  an  amusiDg  paragraph  on  the  impossibility 
of  utilizing  what  he  calls '  scientific  forestry  '  in  Sind  which  we  re- 
produce though  we^do  not  quite  agree  with  him.  Indeed,  as  the  Com- 
missioner  points  out,  he  himself  has  in  a  further  paragraph  devised 
means  for  a  working  plan  as  he  "  has  come  to  tne  conclusion  that 
a  12  years'  rotation  is  best  suited  to  produce  a  regular  supply  of 
fuel,"  and  taken  steps  accordingly  1  Wnether  he  wiU  succeed  in  pro- 
viding for  a  demand  equal  to  twice  the  annual  yidd  remains  to  be 
seen. 

'*  Place  the  cleverest  Continental  Professor  of  Forestry  in 
'  Sind,   and   say    to   him  here  you  are  in 

i»?rKX^""~*    \''^^'flf  1,000  s^nare  miles  of  forest 
'  one-third    ot     which     is    incapable     of 

*  reproduction ;    your    rainfall    is    next    to     nothing,    and    part 

*  of  your  forest  area  may  or  may  not  be  watered  by  inundation  ; 
^  yoa  must  remember  that  you  are  liable  to  lose  thousands  of  acres 

*  by  erosion,  but  you  n:  ust  be  prepared  to  supply  about  double  yonr 

*  annual  yield,  and  you  must  not  fail  to  show  a  net  revenue  of 
"  between   two  and   three  lakhs   of  rupees.     Now,   produce  your 

*  working  plans,  remembering  that  in  your  plans  for  reproduction 
^  and   conservancy  you   must   for  the    time  being     forget   your 

*  Continental  ideas  of  grazing,  and  be  prepared  to  give  to  villagers 

*  the  rights  and  privileges  conceded  to  them  by  the  Revenue 
^  Officer  ;  and  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  your  controlling 
^  staff  will  consist  of  yourself,  one   European  Assistant  and  three 

*  Native  Sub-Assistants."     The  look  of  utter  despair  on  the  face  of 

*  the  poor  Professor  and  the  expressions  that  would  escape  his  lips, 
^  as  his  position  began  to  dawn  upon  him,   may  be  better  imagined 

*  than  described.  He  would  simply  be  staggered.  We  should  hear 
'  very  little  use  made  of  such  scientific  phrases  as  "  reboisement  " 

*  and  "  artificial  re-generation,"  he  would  quickly  be  brought  face 
'  to  face  with  "  the    factors  of  the  locality/'  and  he  would  soon  be 

*  an  authority  on  "  the  hygroscopicity  of  sands."  In  short,  he 
^  would  find  himself  surrounded  by  unlectured-of,   unread-of  and 

*  unheard-of  conditions.     His  beautiful  theories,  one  by  one,  would 

*  be  cast  to  the  winds  ;  he  would  be   complied  to  feel   his  way  so 

*  gradually,  and  adapt  himself  so   completely  to    his  surroundings 

*  Siat  in  a  few  years  his  forestry  would  be   of  a  decidedly  empiri- 

*  cal  character." 

Mr.  Hexton  is,  we  think,  mistaken  in  his  conception  of  the 
meaning  of  '  Scientific  forestry.'  Scientific  forestry  as  we  under- 
stand it,  means  the  adaptation  of  what  have  been  shewn  by  ex- 
perience to  be  the  best  methods  of  treating  forests  to  the  circum- 
stances of  a  particular  locality  ;  and  though  possibly  he  would 
not  think  so,  his  reverence  for  the  professor  being  so  great,  he  is 
himself  a  scientific  Forester  wnen  he  determines  from  his 
■experience  that  12  years  is  a  sufficient  rotation  and  that  the  plan 
of  work  must  be  simple,  and  then  sets  to  work  to  frame  a 
working  plan  based  upon  these  conditions. 
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We  will  conclude  bj  saying  that  we  are  glad  to  notice  the  tone 
of  conciliation  adopted  in  the  Bombay  Government  Review.  We 
hope  and  trust  that  conciliation  will  continue  and  that  steps  will  be 
taken  to  revise  the  rules  and  again  put  the  relations  of  Revenue 
and  Forest  Officers  on  a  footing  which  is  likely  to  succeed.  Let 
4he  Collector  bv  all  means  represent  the  Department  in  his  District 
and  take  full  responsibility  in  doing  so,  but  let  that  suffice. 
Assistant  Collectors  and  Mamlatdars  should  have  nothing  to  saj 
to  forest  matters,  and  if  the  Collector  has  to  instruct  uiem  in 
matters  where  their  work  is  connected  with  forests  let  his  orders  go 
through  his  Forest  Assistant,  as  in  Madras,  and  not  direct.  We 
hope  they  will  now  cancel  the  absurd  Rules  of  last  year  and  have 
a  new  and  proper  arrangement  such  as  will  be  equally  approved  by 
both  the  Revenue  and  Forest  Officers. 


"VX-BJ3CT»-A.CrrS,    ITOTEiS    .A.'N'TD    QTTXDZ^ZXDS. 


New    Indiarubber  F\ules  in  ^ssam. 

The  new  rules  introduced  during  the  year  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Government  of  India  by  which  the  old  system  of  farming  the 
collection  of  rubber  was  abandoned  and  replaced  by  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  of  Rs.  12  per  maund,  on  all  rubber  imported  from 
beyond  the  border,  or  collected  from  trees  growing  on  Government 
forest  land,  have  worked  very  successfully  from  a  financial  point  of 
view,  the  receipts  from  the  duty  collected  during  the  past  season 
having  amounted  to  over  Rs.  50,000  as  compared  to  Ks.  25,585 
received  from  the  contractors  in  the  previous  year  1891-92. 

The  Rules  only  came  into  force  on  1st  November  1892  a^^^ 
there  was  naturally  some  little  delay  in  getting  them  understood 
by  merchants  and  others  interested  in  the  rubber  trade.  But  when 
this  was  accomplished,  the  rules  seem  to  have  worked  fairly  well 
and  to  have  given  no  cause  of  complaint  to  either  hill  man  or 
trader.  And  although  the  exports  of  rubber  were  1800  maunds 
less  than  usual  up  to  31st  of  last  March,  the  returns  of  the  follow- 
ing three  month's  ending  30th  June  1893  prove  that  the  trade 
has  pulled  up  its  lee  way  and  even  exceeded  figures  of  recent 
years. 
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Royal  Scottish  ^rboricultural  Society, 

The  fortieth  annnal  general  meeting  of  the  Royal  Scottish 
ArboricTiltural  Society  was  neld  in  the  Bible  Society's  Rooms,  St 
Andrew  Square,  Edinburgh.  Professor  Bayley  Balfour,  president 
of  the  Society,  occupied  the  chair,  and  eighty-five  new  members 
were  elected. 

The  President,  in  his  address,  congratulated  the  members  on 
the  prosperous  state  of  the  Society.  In  the  matter  of  the  accession 
of  new  members  the  present  was  a  record  year,  and  the  Society 
now  numbered  600  ;  and  they  had  further  evidence  of  its  pros- 
perity and  influence  in  the  success  which  attended  their  efforts  to 
Eromote  the  cause  of  forestry  in  this  country.  In  this  connection 
e  reminded  them  that  Colonel  Bailey,  in  his  introductory  lecture 
to  the  University  forestry  class  last  year,  had  referred  to  the  fact 
that  in  specifications  issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  with 
reference  to  works  to  be  executed  under  the  Lands  Improvements 
Act,  the  use  of  home-grown  timber  was  prohibited.  This  restric- 
tion had  been  discussed,  and  the  Society  had,  through  Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson,  entered  into  communication  with  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  result  had  been  that  the  protest  of  the  Society  had  had 
effect,  and  the  objectionable  prohibition  respecting  home-grown 
timber  had  been  removed  for  Scotland  so  far  as  concerned  work 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture — ^an  eloquent  tribute 
to  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  as  representing  the  voice  of  forestry 
interests  in  Scotland.  Their  clear  duty  now  was  to  follow  up  what 
they  had  already  done  by  a  vigorous  inquiry  into  the  forms  of 
contracts  insisted  upon  by  all  other  departments  which  made  speci- 
fications involving  the  use  of  timber,  so  that  they  might  altogether 
remove  the  stigma  which  had  become  attacned  to  home  pro- 
ducts. The  President  referred,  in  passing,  to  the  Forestry 
Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court — an  undertaking  from  which  he 
personally  did  not  see  that  much  credit  could  redound  to  the  society 
which  had  given  its  patronage,  nor  advantage  to  forestry.  Turn- 
ing to  educational  matters,  he  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  success 
which  had    attended   the  operation  of    the  scheme   for  teaching 

Practical  foresters  and  gardeners  at  the  Royal  Botanic  Grardens. 
he  course  had  been  opened  in  November  last,  and  lectures  had 
been  given  up  till  now  in  chemistry,  physics,  entomology,  mensura^ 
tion,  and  land  surveying.  The  attendance  at  the  classes  had  been 
excellent,  and  the  examinations  satisfactory  all  round  ;  and  as  to 
those  under  instruction,  he  would  defy  anyone  to  find  a  finer  body 
of  men.  He  looked  forward  to  a  fruitful  continuance  of  the  ooursOy 
and  he  took  exception  to  observations  upon  the  course  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Forestry  Committee  of  the  Highland  and  Agricul- 
tural Society.  He  thought  it  was  unfortunate  that  reckless  asser- 
tions of  that  kind,  which  were  not  calculated  in  the  least  to 
promote  the  cause  of  forestry,  should  be  made  by  those  professedly 
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speaking  in  its  support.  With  reference  to  University  education, 
the  past  year  had  been  not  uneventful.  Forestry  had  now  been 
assigned  a  place  in  the  University  curriculum  for  B.  So.  in  agri- 
culture, ana  though  it  was  at  present  an  optional  subject,  yet  with 
the  realisation  of  the  importance  of  the  forestry,  further  recogni- 
tion of  its  richt  place  would  come.  Colonel  Bailey  had  carried  on 
vigorously  the  course  of  lectures  at  the  University,  having  an 
attendance  of  thirteen  students,  and  those  whom  it  was  expected 
woald  take  advantage  of  such  a  course  were  just  those  who 
attended.  He  reminded  them  that  the  ultimate  realisation  of  their 
hopes  of  a  professorship  foundation  ought  not  to  satisfy  their 
aspirations  for  the  future  of  their  science.  They  must  confess, 
indeed,  that  after  several  years  of  eflFort,  it  was  a  little  disappoint- 
ing that  the  endowment  of  the  Chair  at  which  they  were  aiming 
was  no  nearer  being  reached.  It  was  a  misfortune  that  landed 
proprietors  did  not  see  their  interest  in  the  direction  to  which  the 
Society  pointed,  and  unquestionably  the  general  circumstances  of 
the  time  did  not  favour  the  accumulation  of  such  a  fund  as  the 
Society  sought  to  establish.  But  he  raised  the  question  whether 
there  was  no  other  way  by  which  they  could  gain  a  more  advanced 
position  towards  their  goal.  Technical  education  was  no  longer  a 
vague  expression.  It  nad  passed  beyond  that  to  the  stage  of 
specialisation,  and  it  should  be  the  aim  of  all  those  in  whose  power 
tne  regulation  of  such  education  was  placed  so  to  foster  it  toat  it 
should  most  efficiently  supply  the  needs  of  the  population  in  whose 
midst  it  was  established,  and  that  cognate  subjects  with  a  common 
foundation  should  be  taught  in  combination.  In  Edinburgh  they 
might  claim  to  be  a  great  horticultural  centre.  They  had  to 
remember  that  in  many  respects  forestry,  horticulture,  and  agri- 
culture were  cognate  subjects,  and  the  question  he  asked  was 
whether  there  was  no  way  by  which  some  concentration  could  be 
brought  about  ?  When  he  noted*  the  good  work  that  was  being 
done  by  co-operative  effort  in  such  an  institution  as  the  Science 
College  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  he  sighed  for  the  time  when  in 
Edinburgh  they  would  have  combined  their  energies,  and  in  a 
similar,  even  more  extended  college,  carry  on  with  effect  and  at 
minimum  cost  education  in  the  subjects  he  had  mentioned.  He 
believed  the  thing  was  possible^  and  the  question  was  how  that 
concentration  should  be  developed  and  the  college  he  spoke  of 
established.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  utilisation  of  existing 
endowed  institutions  would  be  the  simplest  and  right  method  of 
procedure,  and  that  it  was  possible  for  the  Town  Council,  acting 
with  characteristic  liberal  spirit,  to  give  the  college  he  sug- 
gested. The  foundation  of  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  alreaoy 
£dd.  The  Town  Council  was  trustee  of  the  Royal  Veterinary 
College,  and  therefore  specially  interested  in  that  institution,  which 
bad  not  yet,  he  believed,  come  into  the  full  use  of  its  endowment. 
Was  not  that  the  college  that  should  be  utilised  as  a  centre  around 
which  a  representative  technical  college  should  be  built  up  ?    Such 

108 


Digitized  by 


Google 


400  XU0ALTPTU8  AND   HALABIA  IN  ITALT. 

a  college  could  be  affiliated  to  the  Uniyersify,  and  made  an  integral 
part  of  it;  To  this  institution  the  various  contributions  for  ^t 
special  education  could  be  assigned,  and  the  sta£F  would  be  increased 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  time.  The  President  indicated 
some  of  the  detsuls  which  in  such  a  college  would  receive  attention, 
and  at  the  close,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Oleghom,  he  was  thanked 
for  his  address. 


Eucalyptus   and  Malaria  in  Italy. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  W.  Coldstream,  C.  S.,  Deputy 
Commissioner  of  Simla,  so  well  known  as  interested  in  Indian 
.  Arboriculture  and  as  the  author  of  an  important  work  on  Indian 
grasses,  a  letter  just  received  by  him  from  Signer  Fortunate 
Cardinali,  Secretary  to  the  Agricultural  Society  oi  Rome  on  the 
subject  of  the  work  at  the  Tre  Fontane  Monastery  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  our  June  (p.  225)  and  August  (p.  303) 
numbers.     Signer  Cardinali  says  : — 

*^  It  is  true  that  many  experiments  have  been   set  on   foot  in 

*  Italy  with  the  object  of  ameliorating  the  hygienic  conditions  of 
'  malarious  localities  ;  but  the  results  have  not  been  very  satisfao- 

*  tory  because  that  exotic  plant  has   only  .  thriven   with   difficulty 
'  with  us,  probably  on  account  of  the  difference   between   this  and 

*  the  climate  of  its  native  country,  that  is  to  say,  Australia,   where 

*  there  exist  immense  forests  with  notable  advantages  as  much  from 

*  the  hygienic  as  from  the  economic  point  of  view.     Here  in  Rome 

*  we  have  one   example,  near    the    estate    called  '  Tre  Fontane ' ; 

*  where  the  Trappist  Monks  have  occupied  themselves  in  making  a 
•plantation  of  Eucalyptus   since   1^566;  and   although  they   have 

*  expended  considerable  sums  of  money   and   taken  especial  pains, 

*  they  have  only  succeeded  in  raising  some  hundreds  of  plants  out 

*  of  so  many  thousands  put  out  and  those  plants  of  relatively  poor 

*  growth. 

*  The  monks  extract  from  the  leaves   of  the  Eucalyptus  trees 

*  a  liquor  which  is  sold  as  an  '  antifebrile  tonic '  but  to   fight  the 

*  fever  properly  quinine  is  really  wanted. 

*  I  know   that  the   cultivation  of  Eucalyptus  in   Algeria  has 

*  succeeded  in  giving  exceUent  results." 

Signer  Cardinali's  letter  seems  to  supply  the  answer  to  the 
queries  put  in  Mr.  Fernandez's  letter  in  our  August  number  ; 
and  the  facts  appear  to  be  that  a  great  deal  of  rubbish  has  been ' 
written  about  the  Tre  Fontane  nlantations  which  does  not  accord 
with  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  wnich  are  that  Eucalyptus  planting 
has  been  a  distinct  failure  in  the  Roman  Campagna,  just  as  it  has 
been  in  so  many  places  in  India. 
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Douglas  Fir  for  Tea  Boxes. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Spence  of  Oejlon  has  made  an  arrangement  with 
the  Ottawa  agent  of  the  Rathbun  Company  for  a  trial  shipment 
of  shooks  for  the  construction  of  tea  ooxes.  Of  all  the  woods 
submitted,  Mr.  Spence  favoured  the  Douglas  fir,  of  British 
Columbia,  which  he  considers  vastly  superior  to  the  wood  at  present 
obtained  from  Japan.  Shipments  of  fir  box  shooks  can  be  made 
direct  from  British  Columbia  to  Ceylon,  and  Mr.  Spence  believes 
that  the  trade  will  soon  become  one  of  the  most  important  branches 
of  the  lumber  industry.  The  tea  trade  of  Ceylon  requires  about 
1,000,000  boxes  yearly.— (Timft^r  Trades  Journal.) 
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The  Teak  Trade. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  •  Timber  Trades  Journal '  will 
interest  our  readers.  We  hope  that  before  long  we  may  see 
Padouk  and  Pyinma  and  other  woods  as  regularly  quoted  in  the 
trade  lists  as  Teak  is  now. 

"  The  Woods  of  Bitrmah. — ^According  to  an  official  report 

*  which  we  have  received  from  Moulmein,  the  prospects  of  the  teak 

*  trade  there  are  not  hopeful     Of  late  years,  especially  during  the 

*  last  two  or  three,  there  has  been  a  *  great  falling  off  in  the 
'exports.  In  1888-89  the  exports  from  Moulmein  to  the  United 
•Kingdom  amounted  to  22,783  tons,  the  next  year  they  rose  to 
'  23,555  tons,  but  since  then  they  have  not  exceeded  6,831  tons.    The 

*  shipments  to  the  Continental  ports  have  not  fluctuated  consider- 
'ably  during  the  last  three  years  ;  but  a  drop  from  2,511  tons  in 
'1891  to  1,457  tons  in  1892  is  recorded  in  the   exports  to   Egypt 

*  and  Cape  Colony.  The  shipments  of  wood  other  than  teak  have 
'hitherto  been  of  a  somewhat  experimetal  nature,  but  with  legard 
'to  the  Indian  trade  in  these  woods  the  Conservator  of 
'  Forests  in  the  Tenasserim  Circle  regards  the  outlook  as  encou- 
'  raging.  The  demand  for  sleepers  is  active,  owing  to  the  new 
'railways.  Heretofore  these  have  mainly  consisted  of  Pyinkado, 
'  but  the  difficulty  of  its  conversion  (it  is  one  of  the  hardest  woods 
'  in  the  Indian  forest)  has  led  to  experiments  with  Kanyin,  Ingyin, 

*  and  Pyinma.  The  latter  has  proved  very  successful,  but  the  two 
'  former  have  been  failures.     Pyinma  is  said  to  be  almost  as  good 

as  teak." 
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^^  SiAM. — Slam  has  lately  coqie  into  general  prominence  and 
'  everyone  has  learned  something  about  tne  country  in  order  to 

*  join  in  the  morning-train  conversation.     Fortunately  a  report  is 
^  just  to  hand  from  the  British  Consul-General  at  Bangkok,  from 

*  which  we  learn  that  British  shipping  is  responsible  for  87  per 

*  cent.,  of  the  tonnage  of  the  port,  and  that  the  value  of  the  teak 

*  exported  therefrom  last  year  was  £62,793.     Much  progress  has 

*  lately   been   made   with  the  Bangkok-Korat  railway,   for  which 

*  30,000  sleepers  have  been  delivered  during  the  present  year.    They 

*  are  of  excellent  hard  wood  from  the  west  of  Siam,  at  Kanburee 

*  and  Ratburee,  where  it  is  found  in  abundance.     Our  Consul  also 

*  refers  to  a  mania  that  the  Siamese  have  for  collecting  the  labels  of 
^  match-boxes — b,  curious  fact  of  interest  to  Swedish  readers.  Another 

*  report  comes  from  Mr.  Stringer,  our  Vice-Consul  at  Chiengmai  in 

*  Northern  Siam.     He  says  that  the  export  of  teak  has  been  unusu- 

*  ally  large.     The  teak  forests  of  the  Nan  State  have  been  very  little 

*  worked  as  yet,  for  the  local  authorities  have  kept  them  in  their  own 

*  hands,  but  they  seem  inclined  now  to  grant  leases  of  some  of  the 

*  forests,  which  are  said  to  be  very  valuable.     The  forests,  in  Chieng- 

*  mai  and   Nan,  drained  by  the  Mekong  and  its  tributaries,  are  only 

*  worked  for  local  use,  as  logs  cannot  be  sent  down  the  Mekong  to 
'*  Saigon  on  account  of  the  rapids.     Thefts  of  the  teak  and  of  the 

*  elepnants  used  in  working  on  the  logs,  are  the  main  drawbacks  to 

*  the   business,   in  which,   in   spite  of  the  decline  of  the   prices  in 
'  London,  British  firms  are  taking  a  larger  share.  Woods  other  than 

*  teak  are  not  worked  for  export,  as  mej  do  not  repay  the  cost  of 

*  floating  down." 


Churchill  and  Sim's  Circular. 

September,  6th  1893. 

East  India  Teak. — ^The  deliveries  for  the  first  eight  months 
have  been  8,783  loads,  in  comparison  with  6,995  loads  for  that 
period  of  1892,  and  9,841  loads  for  the  eight  months  of  1891.  In 
August  this  year  the  figures  are  1,157  loads  against  574  loads  in 
1892  and  868  loads  in  1891.  The  Dock  stock  is  amply  sufficient 
for  present  needs,  but  the  improvement  shown  on  the  order  books 
•of  shipbuilding  firms,  though  hardly  affecting  the  present  situation, 
is  satisfactory  as  pointing  to  a  good  consumption  of  teak  in  the 
ftiture. 

RosBWOOD. — ^The  stocks  are  not  heavy ;  but  in  the  absence 
•of  any  improvement  in  the  demand  no  sales  have  been  made. 

Satinwood. — Loas — the  demand  is  very  quiet,  and  therefore 
present  stocks,  although  not  large,  are  sufficient ;  planks  and  boards 
are  not  wanted. 

EBONt. — ^The  prices  still  rule  low  ;  but  there  is  rather  more 
demand. 
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PRICE  CURRENT. 


Indian  Teak 

per  load 

£9-10»,to 

£15 

Satin^wood 

„  ton 

£5        to 

£12 

Rosewood 

9>         9> 

£5        to 

£9 

Ebony 

>»         »> 

£5        to 

£7 

MARKET    RATES    OF    PRODUCTS. 
( Tropieal  Agriculturist,  September  lat,  1893.) 


(jardamoms,  Malabar 

Oroton  seeds 

Cutch 

Gam  Arabic,  Madras 

Gam  Kino 

India  Robber,  Assam 

„        Rangoon 
Myrabolams,  Bombay 
„         ,  Godavari 
Nax  Vomica 
Orchella 
Redwood 
Sandalwood,  logs 

„  enips 

Sapan  wood 
Seediuc 
Tamarinds 


per  lb. 
per  cwt. 


per  lb. 
per  cwt 


per  ton 


per  cwt 


2s. 

20s. 

203. 

15s. 

£15 

l8.7d. 

ls.7d. 

lOs. 

78.6d. 

8s. 

12s, 

£3. 

£35 

£9 

£4. 

408. 


to  28.6d. 

to  278.6d. 

to  23s. 

to  50s. 

to  £20. 

to  2s.3d. 

to  l8.11d. 

to  ll8.3d. 

to  8s. 

to  lis. 

to  28s. 

to  £3-10 

to  £55 

to  £30 

to  £7. 

to  708. 

to  9s. 


Cawnpore  frice  Current. 


Oaober  4th,  1893. 


Aonla  fruits — dried 

„      leaves  dried  and  braised 
Babdl  bark 
Bahera 
Stick  Lac 
Mjrabolams 
Moonj  Grass 
Baliil  Gom 
Mixed  Gnm 
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Per  md. 


R.A8. 
0  12 


1 
0 
1 
20 
2 
1 
8 
6 


12 
9 

12 
0 
8 
4 
0 
0 


to 
to 
to 

to  2 

to  40 

to  3 

to  1 

to  12 

to  8 


R.  As. 

1  0 

2  0 
0  10 

0 


0 
8 
8 
0 
0 


(Cawnpore  Hfereha, 
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A  Tour  in  Jaunsar. 

On  the  march  from  Mnndali  to  Kathiyan  we  passed  through 
some  second  class  forest  in  the  Ban  oak  zone  which  is  burnt  every 
year  and  used  as  a  grazing  ground  ;  and  then  we  came  to  a  small 
patch  of  temporary  cultivation  in  which  the  trees  are  lopped  and 
the  branches  strewn  on  the  ground  and  burnt,  and  the  ashes  plough- 
ed in  ;  khil  is  the  local  name  for  this  system. 

Along  the  stream  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  we  noticed  many 
new  species  among  which  Cedrela  Serrata  and  Quercus  annulata 
were  tlie  most  important 

With  regard  to  burning  the  2nd  class  forest,  we  read  in  the 
Journal  of  1891  as  follows  : — 

"  A  greater   part  of  the  2nd  class   forest   below  Mandali  had 

*  been  fired  intentionally  by  the  villagers.     This  procedure  is  allow- 

*  ed  by  the  Forest  Department,  apparently  as  the  villagers  consider 

*  it  necessary  in  order  to  improve  their  grazing.     This,  however,  it 

*  does  not  do,   as   has  been   conclusively  proved   in  Madras.     In 

*  reality  by   firing  the  grass,  most  of  the  delicate  annuals  such  as 
^  Panicum  Oplismenus,   Isachne^   Poa,    fJragrostis,    Festuca,  which 

*  are  especially  good  for  cattle,  are  destroyed,  while  the  coarser  kinda 

*  such  as  Andropogon   JSardus  and  Schcenanthus,    Apluda   aristata, 

*  Chrysopogon  sp.  sp.  and  Anthistiria  ciliata  which  are  not  so  good 

*  for  fodder,  and  of  which   only  the  young  shoots  are  eaten,  are  en- 
'  couraged. " 

The  climb  up  from  the  valley,  through  village  lands,  to  Jakni- 
lani  is  steep  and  hot. 

Kathiyan  Forests. 

The  area  of  the  Kathiyan  forest  is  608  acres.  The  whole  of 
the  forest  was  burnt  in  1865  by  the  neighbouring  villagers  of 
Chajdl  to  propitiate  their  deity  on  account  of  a  severe  epidemic 
of  small  pox  which  visitcJ  them.  The  forest  has  been  preserved 
from  fire  since  1870,  and  in  1870-71  the  1st  and  2nd  class  trees 
which  had  been  killed  by  the  fire  of  1865  were  felled  and  converted 
into  sleepers  ;  about  2,000  trees  of  each  class  were  removed,  and 
these  yielded  10,000  broad  guage  and  10,000  metre  guage  sleepers. 
The  sleepers  were  carried  hymen  12  miles  to  the  Tons  river  and 
from  thence  floated  singly  to  Dakhpathar. 
105 
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The  price  then  received  for  a  broad  gnage  sleeper  at  Delhi 
Tespectively  was  Rs.  4  and  for  a  metre  gnage  Rs.  2-8  ;  the  price 
now  received  is  Rs.  2-8  and  Re.  1-9  respectively. 

Protection  from  fire  has  resulted  in  extensive  reproduction  of 
blue  pine  and  deodar.  On  the  south  side  of  the  hill  above  the  vil- 
lage of  (Jhajal,  the  deodar  is  quite  as  numerous  as  the  blue  pine, 
and  in  the  struggle  has  held  its  own  ;  the  young  saplings  ar« 
growing  quite  as  fast  as  the  blue  pine  and  have  a  healthy  ap- 
pearance. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  hill  it  is  probable  that  deodar  at  the 
•outset  was  not  so  numerous,  and  thickets  of  blue  pine  25  to  30  feet 
iigh  have  sprung  up  and  suppressed  the  deodar.  A  casual  observer 
might  suppose  that  the  deodar  seedlings  are  much  younger  than 
the  pine,  but  a  careful  examination  of  the  annual  rings  of  the  former 
shows  unmistakeably  that  they  are  of  the  same  age  ;  the  two  species 
sprang  up  together  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  fire-conser^ 
vancy,  and  the  deodar  has  lingered  on  under  the  cover  of  the  blue 
pine,  but  has  not  prospered.  Operations  to  clear  away  the  pine 
virere  commenced  in  1886,  but  they  were  not  carried  out  with 
sufficient  vigour  and  boldness.  Some  oaks  and  other  inferior  species 
:about  300  in  number,  were  also  girdled.  In  1888,  a  party  of  stu- 
dents worked  for  ten  days,  and  cleared  away  about  5,000  blue  pine, 
girdled  2,500  oaks  and  other  species,  and  liberated  nearly  9,000 
deodar  seedlings,  and  though  this  operation  was  carried  out  rather 
late  in  the  day,  it  is  hoped  that  the  deodar  will  prosper  under  the 
increased  light  given  to  them,  and  will  now  shoot  ahead.  The  whole 
area  has  now  been  done,  but  it  is.  essential  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  place  must  be  revisited  every  three  or  four  years,  and  the 
•operation,  if  necessary,  repeated.  We  have  seen  that  deodar  is 
•capable  of  existing   under  cover  for  many  years ;  but  it   is  quite 

Sossible  that  some  of  the  original  deodar  seedlings  have  already 
isappeared.     We  must  acknowledge,  however,  that,  with  one  or 
Iwo  exceptions,  we  do  not  find  any  distinct  proofs  of  this. 

The  deodar  seed  bearers  were  chiefly  on  the  ridge  at  the  top 
of  the  forest,  whereas  blue  pine  seed  bearers  were  scattered  about 
«11  .through  the  forest,  this  fact  mainly  accounts  for  the  preponder- 
ance of  blue  pine  in  the  thickets  on  the  lower  slopes.  The  soQ 
which  is  a  deep  loam  may  also  have  favoured  the  latter  species. 

"  On  the  top  of  the  ridge  above  the  bungalow  we  inspected  the 
"*  patch  of  deodar  reproduction  marked  out  by  the  forest  students  in 

*  1887;  its  area  is  550  square  feet  and  it  then  contained  the  following 

*  saplings  : — deodar,  105  :  blue  pine  35;  spruce  fir,  6;  other  specieB 

*  2.     In  the  middle  is  an  old  parent  deodar  tree,  from  which  probaV 
•*  ly  most  of  these  young  deodar  have  sprung." 

This  year  we  counted  97  saplings  in  3ie  area,  which  wonU 
:giye  about  7,682  per  acre,  the  nurtiber  in  1887,  being  about  12,120 
per  acre,  an  example  of  natural  thinning.  The  nnmber  of  deodar 
seedlings  in  a  good  seed  year,  that  come  up  immediately  nnder  a 
parent  tree  is  sometimes  very  lar^.    We  oonnied  on  one  «qiiaN 
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foot  as  many  as  88  which  had  just  germinated  ;  and  in  the  Lambatach 
forest  in   1888  we  made  the  following  remarks  regarding  natural 
reproduction  of  deodar  and  blue  pine  together,  which  are  interest- 
ing as  throwing  light  on  the  origin  of  these  blue  pine  thickets  : — 
"  On  a  grassy  slope   near  the  fire-line  below  "  Dumbleton's 

*  house,  we  counted  the  seedlings  on  a  patch  10  feet  by  10  feet  and 

*  found  46  deodar  of  on  average  height  of  one  foot,  and  14  blue  pine 
'  of  an  average  height  of  nine  inches.  The  deodar  was  about  seven 
'  years  old  and  the  blue  pine  all  ages  from  two  to  six  :  this  would  give 

*  about  20,000  deodar  and  6,000  blue  pine  per  acre.     There  were  a 

*  good  many  deodar  seed-bearers  in  the  vicinity,  which  accounts  for 

*  the  large  proportion  of  deodar  seedlings  but  it  is  quite  possible  that 

*  in  a  very  few  years  these  14  blue  pine  would  completely  suppress  the 

*  46  deodars.     Hence  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  watch  sucn  a  crop 

*  from  the  very  outset,  and  to  clear  away  the  pine  as  soon  as  they 

*  begin  to  get  the  upper  hand  of  the  deodar.  Lower  down  on  the 
'  same  slope,  the  young  stock  is  almost  entirely  composed  of  blue 
'  pine,  and  here  it  is  probable  that,  at  the  beginning,  there  were  very 
'  few  deodar  seedlings,  because  the  locality  is  much  further  from  the 

*  parent  trees." 

!Near  the  Camp  we  inspected  the  result  of  the  girdling  of  blue 
pine  in  1888,  and  found  that  th^  girdled  trees  were  quite  rotten, 
and  the  average  length  of  last  year's  shoot  in  the  deodar  was  13} 
inches.  The  pine  girdled  in  1891,  are  now  dying,  their  leaves  being 
quite  yellow.  In  1892,  we  measured  the  lengths  of  the  annual 
snoots  of  deodar  of  the  last  four  years,  in  an  area  where  the  pine 
had  been  girdled,  and  found  them  %o  6',  7',  9'  and  9*1'  respectively. 
These  observations,  as  far  as  they  go,  tend  to  prove  the  beneficial 
effect  of  giving  the  deodar  more  light. 

Tapping  Chir    Pine  f(yr  Resin. 

For  a  full  account  of  these  works  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
Appendix  Series  of  the  Indian  Forestevy  "Resin  and  Turpentine 
from  Indian  pines." 

The  following  is  a  brief  history  up  to  date  : — In  1884,  tO 
Chir  trees  were  tapped  on  the  Kumaon  principle,  i.e.y  a  nick  is 
cut  deep  into  the  tree  and  the  resin  is  allowed  to  accumulate  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hollowed  out  nick,  and  is  collected  from  time  to  time. 
The  nick  is  18  inches  high,  12  inches  wide  and  41  inches  deep, 
at  the  base.  The  trees  were  tapped  from  April  to  November,  and 
the  yield  was  as  follows  : — 10  trees  in  the  Dharmigadh  yielded 
30  seers,  and  10  trees  in  the  Chattragadh  yielded  36  seers  of 
cmde  resin. 

Resin  tapping  works  on  a  larger  scale  were  started  in  April, 
1888.  They  were  of  an  experiinental  character,  and  the  cost  of 
extraction  was  consequently  high  and  the  yield  of  crude  reein 


1024  Chir  and  501  Kail  were  tapped  in  the  Borar,  Malon, 
Himus  and  Eathiyan  blocks,  2,873  blazes  in  all  being  made,  or  nearly 
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2  on  each  tree.  The  work  was  begun  by  Dr.  Warth  and  some  forest 
sfcndents,  and  afterwards  carried  on  by  the  local  establishment 

Incisions  were  made  12  inches  long  and  6-9  inches  wide. 
The  cuts  were  freshened  once  a  fortnight  and  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber. 1888,  were  from  24  to  30  inches  long,  and  2  or  3  inches 
deep  at  the  lower  end. 

The  yield  of  resin  in  this  year  was  107  maunds  or  nearly  8 
seers  per  tree. 

In  1889,  1073  Blue  pine  and  3,215  Chir  were  tapped  in  the 
same  forests,  the  yield  being  2f  seers  and  6  seers  respectively. 

In  1890,  473  Blue  pine  and  115  Chir  were  abandoned  as  ex- 
hausted ;  and  1,540  Blue  pine  and  3,100  Ohir  were  again 
tapped,  but  not  worked  to  their  full  capacity,  the  cuts  being 
freshened  only  once  or  twice  a  month.  The  yield  was  87  seers  of 
Chir  resin,  and  1  seer  of  Blue  pine  resin  per  tree. 

In  1891  and  1892  the  work  was  continued  and  there  are 
during  the  present  year  5,000  trees,  all  Chir,  undergoing  the 
process  of  being  tapped. 

The  present  system  of  tapping,  which  is  adapted  from  the 
French,  is  as  follows  : — the  outer  bark  is  first  of  all  removed  for 
a  space  ef  several  feet  in  height  and  about  two  feet  in  breadth  ;  then 
an  incision  is  made  near  the  base  of  the  tree,  one  foot  long, 
4  inches  wide,  and  1^  inches  deep,  the  instrument  used  being  the 
native  adze  A  gouge  chisel  is  then  driven  into  the  tree  just 
below  the  botton  of  this  incision,  into  the  curved  cut  thus  made 
a  strip  of  zinc  5  inches  long  and  IJ  inches  wide,  is  driven  by 
the  handle  of  the  gouge  ;  this  forms  a  lip  which  guides  the  resin 
into  the  pot  placed  below  to  receive  it.  This  vessel  is  supported 
by  a  nail,  and  a  piece  of  string  passing  round  and  fastened  to 
nails  on  either  side. 

The  pots  are  now  made  locally  of  unglazed  earthenware  at  a 
cost  of  Us.  2-8-0  per  100,  or  about  5  pies  each.  They  were  at  first 
made  of  zinc,  but  these  were  soon  abandoned,  as  they  cost  eight 
annas  each,  and  were  apt  to  be  stolen  by  the  hillmen. 

The  cut  or  blaze  is  freshened  every  eight  days  by  taking  off 
a  thin  strip  at  the  top,  ^  inch  thick  and  al^ut  8  or  9  inches  long  ; 
we  examined  several  ot  these  cuts  immediately  after  they  had  been 
freshened  and  found  the  resin  oozing  out  in  bead  like  drops  from 
45  and  18  annual  rings  respectively.  In  the  Chir  pine,  we  believe, 
that  the  whole  of  the  sapwood  is  capable  of  producing  resin,  but 
there  are  reasons  for  not  making  the  cuts  deeper,  one  being  that  it 
would  require  a  very  longtime  for  a  deep  cut  to  heal  over.  The 
trees  are  frequently  of  large  girth,  and  two  cuts  are  made  on  each 
tree.  At  the  end  of  the  working  season,  the  cut  is  about  2  feet 
high,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  following  season,  the  pot  is 
removed  to  the  top  of  the  old  blaze  and  the  work  continued  as 
before.  2Some  trees  are  now  being  tapped,  as  an  experiment,  for 
the  fourth  and  fifth  year,  but  generally  speaking,  three  years  is 
considered  sufficient  for  one  continuous  tapping.  The  tree  is  then 
abandoned  and  allowed  rest. 
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The  pots  are  covered  with  pieces  of  Chir  bark  to  prevent 
foreign  matter  falling  into  them,  but  these  are  frequently  blown  oflf 
and  we  noticed  that  much  of  the  resin  was  mixed  with  pine  needles, 
chips,  bits  of  bark,  Ac,  which  has  to  be  strained  out  afterwards. 

The  resin  is  collected  every  eight  days  by  a  distinct  set  of  men 
and  taken  to  Eathiyan  where  it  is  stored  in  wooden  tanks.  From 
time  to  time  it  is  packed  and  soldered  up  in  old  kerosine  oil  tins, 
and  then  sent  on  mules  to  Chakrata,  on  its  way  to  Dehra  where  it 
is  distilled. 

During  the  season  of  1892,  the  outturn  of  resin  was  «594  maunds 
and  the  cost  of  collection  and  carriage  as  far  as  Chakrata  was  as 
follows  : — 

(1^    Tapping  and  collecting  ... 

(2)  Purchase  of  material 

(3)  Soldering  tins 

(4)  Carriage  to  Chakrata 


Or  about  Rs.  1-7-5  per  maund,  a  sensible  reduction  on  the 
cost  of  the  previous  year. 

The  trees  yielded  4f  seers  each  in  Bagur  block,  and  5^  seers 
in  Karun. 

The  future  of  this  industry  depends  on  the  sale  of  the  turpentine. 
At  present  the  whole  of  the  resin-  or  colophony  is  taken  by  the 
Soap  Works  at  Meerut,  aud  about  two-thirds  of  the  turpentine  can 
be  sold.  Whenever  the  annual  outturn  of  the  turpentine  can  be 
disposed  of,  the  tapping  of  the  pines  can  be  conducted  on  a  larger 
scale.  (Since  the  above  was  written,  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  sale  of  the  turpentine  to  the  N.  W.  Railway  and  it  is  almost 
certain  that  this  industry  will  be  largely  developed. 

Kathiyan   to  Thadiar. 

nth  May — On  this  march,  we  proceeded  along  the  Tons  road, 
many  portions  of  which  are  interesting  from  an  engineering  point 
of  view.  The  average  gradient  of  the  road  from  Kathiyan  down 
to  Dharmigadh  is  6  to  8°  and  we  inspected  the  various  bridges, 
retaining  walls  and  railings,  and  witnessed  some  blasting  of  rocks  to 
widen  the  road.  Blasting  is  done  by  contract,  the  holes  being 
made  at  a  cost  of  4  to  6  annas  per  foot,  which  includes  everything, 
except  the  cost  of  the  powder.  As  a  rule,  one  chittack  of  powder 
is  used  for  every  12  inches  depth  of  hole,  but  the  amount  varies 
slightly  with  the  hardness  of  the  rock. 

The  student's  attention  was  also  called  to  the  excellent  natural 
reproduction  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Chir  forests  in  the  Tons 
valley,  which  had  resulted  owing  to  the  area  being  protected  from 
fire  since  1885. 
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The  Ions  Chir  FartHi. 

The  f6llowing '  aocouut  of  these  forests  is  taken  from  the 
Journals  of  1888  and  1891  combined. 

Various  fellings  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  iha 
Tons  chir  forests,  the  trees  being  marked  by  the  Banger  or  Din- 
flional  Officer  and  sold  standing  to  contractors,  who  saw  them  ng 
into  scantlings  and  float  them  down  to  Dakhpathar  in  the  Westeni 
Diin.     They  pay  about  Rs.  5-4  for  a  tree  over  six  feet  in  ^rth. 

In  1878  it  was  proposed  that  sleepers  of  the  chir  pme  should 
be  impregnated  with  creosote  or  with  metallic  salts,  and  that  worb 
for  this  object  should  be  set  up  on  the  Jumna.  A  report  was  pro- 
pared  by  Dr.  Warth  on  the  subject  of  impregnation,  (1)  and  the 
ohir  forests  were  inspected  and  surveyed  by  Mr.  Smytnies  and  a 
report  on  them  submitted  (2).  But  the  railway  Companies  prefer- 
red deodar  and  the  matter  fell  through.  The  question  may,  how- 
ever, crop  up  again,  when  the  deodar  forests  outside  British  terri- 
tory have  been  exhausted  and  then  the  Tons  chir  forests  will  become 
important.  As  it  is,  there  is  such  a  great  demand  for  chir  timber 
that  4,000  first  class  trees  could  be  sold  everv  year.  In  1879  it 
was  estimated  that  there  were  nearly  200,000  chir  trees  above  GJ 
feet  girth  on  the  left  bank  on  the  Tons  above  Ohattra,  but  perhaps 
one-quarter  to  one-half  were  too  heavily  branched  to  yield  sleepers 
or  Karis. 

In  1881  three  hundred  chir  trees  were  sold  to  Mr.  Spread  for 
for  Rs.  3  each.  These  trees  were  120  feet  high  and  12  feet  girth, 
and  were  situated  in  the  Khunigadh,  close  to  the  banks  of 
the  Tons  ;  4  or  5  trees  per  acre  were  cut.  Mr.  Spread's  venture 
was  not  a  financial  success,  the  resulting  natural  reproduction  was 
however  very  good. 

No  more  Chir  trees  were  sold  until  1887,  when  300  trees  were 
sold  for  Rs.  6  each  from  the  same  area,  leaving  about  8  trees  per 
acre  on  the  area.  The  trees  were  cut  from  this  area  as  the  young 
seedlings  which  had  come  up  required  more  light. 

In  189 1, 800  trees  with  an  average  girth  of  7  to  8  feet  and  at 
a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the  river,  were  sold  for  Rs.  6-8  per 
tree.  A  market  for  Chir  wood  has  been  made,  and  the  wood  is  ui 
great  demand  in  the  Punjab. 

The  trees  are  converted  into  karis  11  feet  long  by  5"  X  4"  or  5 
X  5",  which  are  carried  to  the  banks  of  the  Tons  and  there  stacked. 
The  stacks  are  covered  with  mud  to  prevent  the  karis  cracking  and 
to  allow  them  to  season.     The  karis  are  floated  down  the  Tons  after 
the  rains. 

Besides  the  trees  sold  standing,  trees  are  also  converted  depart- 
mentallv,  and  the  resulting  karis  sold  by  auction  in  September  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tons.    The  Chir  forests   Working  Plan  provides 

(1).  Memorandum  on  the  establUhment  of  a  Factory  for  impregnating  piae 
sleepers  from  the  North -Western  Himalaya  with  metallic  salts  (Goveniment 
Central  Branch  Press,  Simla,  No.  484R  A.  and  C  ) 

(2).  The  Chir  forests  on  the  left  bank  of  Tons  river  situated  in  Tehri 
Qarhwal  and  Jannsar  Bawar,  dated  26th  August,  1897. 
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that  a  certain  area  annually  shall  be  worked  departmentallj,  the 
number  of  trees  to  be  removed  annually  bamg  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Divisional  Officer. 

In  1889-90  four  hundred  and  thirteen  trees  of  various  sizes 
were  out  on  and  above  the  Tons  road  firelina,  as  it  was  found 
that  the  dry  needles  which  fall  annually  were  a  great  source  of  dan^ 
ger  in  the  fire  season. 

In  the  earlier  fellings  of  1881,  the  following 
hikve  been  recorded  as  to  the  reproduction  : — 

height     ... 


1886 

62 

seedlings,  average 

1888 

72 

»              » 

1891 

250 

M                             »» 

1892 

303 

»»                             ♦» 

meaaarementt 

Ft. 

In. 

2 

n 

5 

5 

7 

2 

9 

5 

The  girth  of  a  mature  tree  measured  was  7  feet  7  inches  and 
the  average  distauce  from  tre^  to  tree,  before  the  felling  took  place 
was  34  feet,  giving  roughly  40  trees  per  acre. 

In  the  older  fellings  of  1881,  a  final  felling  could  now  be  made 
as  the  ground  is  completely  stocked  with  seedlings,  and  young  chir 
requires  an  unlimited  supply  ot  light  The  contrast  between  thesei 
fire-protected  forests  and  those  annually  burnt,  as  along  the  Dharmi- 

Sidh  valley,  is  most  striking.  There  is  very  little  undergrowth  in 
ese  forests,  with  the  exception  of  sandan  (Ougeinia  dalbergiotdes) 
bat  the  grass  is  long  and  thick,  and  fire-protection  exceedingly 
difficult,  as  the  grass  is  ready  to  burn  in  November.  The  fire 
season  is  therefore  eight  months  long.  The  chir  seedling  has  a 
wonderful  power  of  shooting  up  again  when  burnt  to  the  ground, 
and  on  the  fire  lines  and  other  areas  burnt,  we  noticed  many  in- 
stances of  young  shoots  springing  up  from  the  coUum  buds.  During 
this  process,  which  goes  on  year  after  year,  the  root  becomes  thick- 
er and  stronger,  and  eventually  the  young  seedling  may  become 
strong  enough  to  resist  a  fire  ;  but  there  can  be  no  question  that 
many  years'  production  is  lost,  and  there  is  a  chance  of  unsound- 
ness at  the  base.  Of  all  conifers  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 
chir  possesses  the  greatest  power  of  withstanding  fire. 

The  fireline  along  the  Tons  road  is  about  50  feet  wide, 
and  the  upper  limit  is  a  two  foot  made  path,  from  which  the 
grass  is  burnt  downwards  when  sufficiently  dry.  In  order  to 
lessen  the  danger  of  fire  spreading  in  May  and  June  when  the 
needles  of  the  pine  falL  a  belt  of  about  100  feet  wide  above  the 
fireline,  has  been  completely  cleared  of  the  trees  and  in  conse- 
qaence  there  is  excellent  natural  reproduction  on  this  belt,  the 
young  seedlings  being  now  6  to  8  feet  high.  These,  in  their 
tarn,  will  shed  needles,  and  they  may  have  to  be  cut  down  in  a 
similar  manner.  It  is  essential  to  keep  the  fireline  quite  cleared 
of  all  inflammable  matter  during  the  entire  season. 

The  valley  of  the  Tons  is  rich  botanical  ground  for  the 
forest  student,  and  many  interesting  species  may  be  collected 
between  Thadiar  and  the  Khunigadh  :  among  others  CinnamomuTn 
Tamala  which  yields  the  ''dalchini"   of  the  bazdrs. 
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Fuel  Supply  Works  in    Naini  Tal. 

Readers  who  may  have  resided  in  Naini  Tal  will  be  interested 
in  a  revised  scheme  proposed  by  the  Conservator,  Central  Circle, 
in-  July,  1893,  for  the  supply  of  fuel  by  Departmental  Agency  to 
the  Naini  Tal  fcJettlement,  which  received  the  sauction  of  Govern- 
ment in  September  and  comes  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1894. 

For  some  years  the  firewood  supply  of  Naini  Tal  was  met 
by  the  collection  by  the  Jhampan  bearers  of  the  residents — of  dry 
wood  which  had  accumulated  in  the  neighbouring  forests — who  were 
licensed  for  the  purpose  at  eight  annas  a  head  a  month.  In  dee 
course,  the  supply  of  dry  wood  was  exhausted,  and  the  JkampanieSj 
with  licenses  to  collect  what  was  not  to  be  found,  began  to  cut 
green  wood,  and  continued  to  do  so  in  spite  of  numerous  prosecu- 
tions and  punishments.  Then  certain  trees  were  girdled  and  others 
cut  in  order  to  provide  dry  wood,  and  eventually  the  system  of 
providing  green  wood  in  licenses  at  one  rupee  a  head  a  month  was 
sanctioned  by  Government  and  came  into  force  during  the  current 
season. 

The  Conservator,  after  carefully  going  into  the  question,  repre- 
sented that  this  system  was  as  faulty  and  wanting  in  permanency 
as  were  the  earlier  arrangements,  and  that  it,  too,  must  come  to  an 
end,  and  in  the  meantime  result  in  the  destruction  of  the  forests 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Settlement,  upon  which  the  jhampardes^ 
consistently  with  their  other  duties,  can  draw.  This  conclusion  was 
based  on  the  following  figures  : — 

Monthly  wood  tickets  as  issued  at  present  are  as  foUows  : — 

1st  April  to   31st   October  .,.  •..     3,000 

1st  November  to   31st   March  ..•  ...         300 


Total        ,.      3,300 


It  was  estimated  that  each  ticket  holder  brings  in  25  maunds 
a  month,  of  which  10-12  maunds  are  delivered  to  his  employer,  a 
little  is  used,  and  10-12  maunds  are  sold  at  a  not  lower  rate  than 
4  annas  a  maund.  The  result  is  that  82,500  maunds  of  fire  wood 
are  removed  from  the  forests,  the  resident  obtains  10-12  maunds 
(or  a  rupee,  and  the  jhampani  profits  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  2-8  to 
Fls.  3  per  month  by  the  sale  of  wood.  With  regard  to  the  quantity 
of  fire-wood  available,  the  Conservator  worked  out  the  areas  set 
apart  within  the  radius  to  which  jhampanies  can  go,  and  found  that 
they  correspond  roughly  to  1,600  acres  of  completely  stocked  forest. 
The  blanks  could  only  be  estimated  and  an  arbitrary  co-efBcient 
of  density  applied,  which  was  either  taken  from  the  Working 
Plan,   or  adopted  from  Conservator's  own  inspection  of  the  areas, 
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bat  the  resnlt  may  be  accepted,  that  at  least  five  times  the  area 
in  its  present  condition,  would  be  necessary  to  meet  the  demand 
which  might  probably  be  taken  at  a  ronnd  fignre  of  100,000 
mannds,    rather  than  at  82,500. 

It  was  thought  that  the  residents  of  Naini  Tal  could  not 
reasonably  expect  to  obtain  their  wood,  at  the  sacrifice  of  all  the 
adjoining  forest,  at  10  and  12  maunds  to  the  rupee,  while  the 
same  wood  was  being  sold  by  their  jhaTnpanies  in  the  Bazar, 
and  even  in  their  own  compounds,  at  4  maunds,  and  should  a 
supply  of  good,  dry  wood  be  made  available  for  them  at  about 
that  rate,  the  Conservator  was  of  opinion  that  they  could  have 
no  just  ground   for  complaint. 

The  pay  of  the  jliampani  is,  at  present,  five  rupees  a  month  ; 
but  by  the  benevolent  custom  which  has  grown  up  and  enabled 
him  not  only  to  supply  his  master  with  cheap  fire-wood,  but 
ako  to  retau  at  his  own  price  some  40,000  maunds  of  wood 
(his  only  title  to  which  being  that  he  has  cut  and  carried  it), 
he  supplements  his  pay  by  2^  or  8  rupees  a  month,  and  thus 
receives  a  total  of  7^  or  o  rupees  a  month.  Now,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  this  is  an  extravagant  price,  and  in  excess  of  that 
ruling  in  other  Hill  stations,  and  when  it  is  considered  that  it 
is  paid  by  the  gradual  and  certain  denudation  of  the  forests  in 
the  neighbourhood,  the  Conservator  had  no  doubt  it  would  be 
admitted  that  the  time  had  come  to  make  other  arrangements 
and  to  bring  the  jhampanies'  pay  to  a  level  with  that  of  other 
unskilled  labourers. 

The  proposal  submitted  by  the  Conservator  was  to  abolish 
the  system  of  issuing  tickets  and  to  establish  four  or  five  dep6ts 
at  which  the  Forest  Department  should  undertake  to  have  on 
sale  the  requisite  100,000  maunds  of  fire- wood  at  Rs.  20  per 
100  maunds.  This  would  enable  the  Department  to  fell  in 
suitable  places  at  a  distance  beyond  the  radius  within  which  the 
jhampani  could  go  for  his  load  and  so  to  assure  a  constant 
luppiy   and  the   maintenance  of  the  forest. 

The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  (1)  take  away  the  jhampanies' 
perquisite  in  wood  and  so  reduce  his  salary  to  Rs.^  6,  and  (2) 
to  give  an  ample  supply  of  dry  wood  of  good  quality  at  about, 
or  somewhat  less  than  the  rates  now  prevailing  in  the  settlement, 
«nd   residents  could   not  reasonably   complain  of  such  a  rate. 

The  old  system  was  very  tersely  described  by  our  friend 
and  colleague,  Mr.  Fernandez,  in  his  Working  Plan  report  "as 
a  premium  for  the  European  residents  to  entertain  an  army 
of  liveried  yAampani^*, "  and  its  abolition  is  distinctly  a  step 
that  should  have  been  taken  long  ago. 


107 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^14  rOSfiST  ADMIRiai^EATlOM  IN  OUUQ* 

forest  Administration  in  Oadh. 

Given  along  narrow  strip  of  forest  bounded  on  all  sides 
with  cultivation ;  burden  the  area  with  concessions  in  free 
produce  limited  to  all  villages  within  three  miles  of  forest  bonndary 
put  otherwise  undefined  ;  [>ermit  the  concessionists  to  remove  the 
free  produce  in  such  form  and  from  such  localities  as  best 
suits  them  ;  allow  their  cattle  in  any  number  to  roam  through 
the  area,  and  what  will  be  the  condition  of  that  forest  after  25 
years  ?  The  local  administration  of  the  Province  of  Oudh  con- 
ceived in  1865  the  idea  that  it  was  necessary  to  encourage 
cultivation  and  recoup  the  tenantry  for  the  loss  in  crops  and 
health  consequent  on  proximity  to  the  forests,  by  making  certain 
concessions  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  State  Reserves  ;  and  by  executive  order,  ruled  that  all 
villages  within  3  miles  of  the  forest  boundary  might  receive 
free  produce  for  domestic  and  agricultural  requirements  and 
graze  their  cattle  at  preferential  rates.  For  eleven  years  these 
orders  remained  in  force  without  registration  of  villages,  vrithout 
definition  of  the  amount  of  free  grants  or  of  the  number  of 
cattle  to  be  grazed,  and  without  allotment  of  locality  for  the 
exercise  of  the  privileges  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  any  village  whose 
boundary  fell  within  the  limit  of  Smiles  from  State  Forests, 
might  graze  any  number  of  cattle  and  remove  any  amount  of 
produce  from  any  part  of  the  aiea  1  In  1876  a  special  com- 
mission was  appointed  to  enquire  into  rights  and  privileges  in 
the  Oudh  Forests  and  generally  into  their  management  in  relation 
to  the  agricultural  necessities  of  the  Province.  This  commission 
recommended  the  continuance  of  concessions  granted  in  1865  bat 
suggested  alterations  in  the  method  of  the  exercise  of  these 
grants,  pointing  out  that  a  register  of  3-mile  villages  should 
be  drawn  up,  and  that  concessions  of  free  produce  should  be 
defined  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  class 
houses  in  each  village.  The  Local  Government  ordered  the 
registration  of  villages  but  found  that  the  definition  of  concessions 
was  unnecessary  and  in  consequence,  the  annihilation  of  such 
forests   where  the   burden  imposed  was  excessive,  continued. 

In  the  years  that  followed,  successive  Forest  Officers  reported 
•on  the  state  of  the  Bhinga  forests  of  the  Bahraich  Division ; 
that  the  soil  was  utterly  impoverished  and  incapable  of  allowing 
reproduction  to  proceed  ;  that  the  young  growth  was  being 
destroved  by  the  unlimited  extraction  of  poles  by  concessionists, 
that  the  vast  herds  of  cattle,  averaging  2  to  every  1^  acres, 
prevented  the  growth  of  any  grass  or  shrub ;  and  that  the 
standing  crop  of  trees  of  the  upper  age  classes  was  drying  up  or 
decaying  for  want  of  nourishment  Little  by  little  the  closure 
to  cattle  of  a  portion  of  the  area  was  permitted  by  Government 
and  the  soil  in  these  areas  speedily  responded  to  the  advantages 
afforded,  by  becoming  covered,  first  with  grass,  and  then  with  a 
good  undergrowth  of  inferior  species,  amongst  which,  however, 
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no  sal  seedlings  were;  visible.     Hie  closure    was,  however,  only 
partial.     The   undefined  liberality   of  Government  had    brought 
about  a  state  of  afiairs  as  unpleasant  as  unexpected.     Cultivation 
had  not,  as  was  originally  intended,  increased  ;  but    the   attrac- 
tions of  cheap  grazing  and   free   produce   had  created  a  class   of 
cattle   breeders  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  forest  who  systemati- 
evlly  evaded  the   payment  of  fees ;   and  who  owned,  besides  an 
immense   number  of  domestic  cattle,  large    herds   of  wild   cattle 
whose  progress  through  the  forest  was  uncontrolled  and  from  whose 
depredations  neither  the   closed  forest  nor  the  cultivated  area  was 
free,   moreover  the   closure  of  a  percentage  of  the  forest  drove  the 
concessionists,  in  their  search  for  free    produce,   In    still  greater 
numbers,  to  the  now  restricted  open  area,  and  it  seemed  as  if  it 
was  hopeless  to  continue  to  contend   against  these  adverse  con- 
ditions,  and   that  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  acquiesce  in  the 
destruction  of  the  forest  over  at  least  two   thirds  of  the  area   of 
the  Bange.     Such  was  the  melancholy   outlook    in   1893   when 
the  compilation  of  a  series  of  Working  Plans  for  the   forests  of 
the   Bahraich  Division   was  in  contemplation,   and  the    proposals 
for  the  working  of  the  forests  of  the   Bhinga    Kange  were    met 
by  the  Inspector  General  of  Forests  with  the  objection  that  no 
working  of  any  forest  in  which  undefined   privileges  existed  could 
be  sanctioned  ;  namely,  that  if  the  demand  on  the   area  in  graz- 
ing and  produce  was  not  fixed,  it  would  be  impossible  to   make 
any  proposals  for  its  working    during   a    term   of   years  which 
could  be    of  value.     The    self-evident  justice    of  this  argument 
was,  of  course,  accepted  by  the  Local  Government,  who  approved 
of  the  principle  that  Government  may  extend  their  liberality  in 
concessions  to  any  extent  within  the  annual  yield  of  any  forest 
but  not  to  such    an    extent   as   to    involve   its    deterioration  or 
destruction     and  after  due  enquiry  and  consultation  the  follow- 
ing orders  were  issued. 

I.  That  the  number  of  cattle  admitted  to  the  privilege  of 
preferential  grazing  should  be  limited  to  4  bulls  and  4  cows  for 
eveiy  10  pacca  bigbas  of  land  cultivated  within  the  area  of  a 
3-niile  village. 

li.  That  the  amount  of  free  produce  should  be 
limited  to  the  amount  required  for  the  upkeep  of  the  present 
number  of  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  class  houses  in  each  3-mile  village  ; 
and  for  agricultural  implements  to  an  amount  also  based  on  the 
cultivated  area  of  that  village. 

III.  That  one  acre  per  head  should  be  allowed  for  the 
grazing  of  privileged  cattle  and  the  rest  of  the  forest  be  closed 
to  grazing  with  power  to  alternate  open  and  closed  areas  in 
future  years. 

I V.  That  free  produce  would  be  given  under  the  super-; 
vision  of  the  Department,  and  as  the  Department  might  direct, 
from  any  forest  within  8  miles  ot  a  privileged  village,  thus  permii- 
tbg  utilization  of  the  wastage  of  improvement  fellings  at  a  distance. 
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V.  That,  unless  any  valid  objection  was  brought  forward,  the 
wild  cattle  should  be  captured  in  Kheddabs  and  sold  at  once 
to  persons  residing  at  a  distance   from  the  forest. 

Twenty  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  the  grant  of  unde- 
fined concessions  in  1865,  and  sixteen  since  the  commission 
appointed  by  government  advised  the  definition  of  these  concessioos. 
The  present  Government  has  stepped  in  to  stay  the  destruction, 
already  nearly  complete,  of  a  large  area  of  State  forests  ;  but  the 
harm  done  in  28  years  of  unrestricted  felling  and  grazing  will 
not  be  rectified  in  a  day.  Twenty  or  perhaps  thirty  years  hence, 
the  forests  of  the  Bhinga  range  will  show  a  richer  soil  and  a 
promising  advance  growth,  and  future  Foresters  will  hardly 
realize  to  what  a  parlous  siate  the  area  had  been  brought  in 
1893,  owing  solely  to  the  omission  to  define  the  amount  of  the 
concessions  granted  and   the  method  of  enjoying  them. 

o.a 


Fire  frotection  in  the' Landes   of  Gascony. 

The  text  of  a  Bill,  which  has  recently  been  introduced  into  the 
French  Senate  wich  a  view  to  organizing  fire-protection  in  the 
Departments  of  the  Gironde  and  the  Landes,  appears  in  a  late 
number  of  the  Rhue  des  Eatux  et  For4ts.  We  give  an  abstract  of 
the  proposed  law  which  may  interest  our  readers. 

After  specifying  the  territorial  limits  to  which  the  Bill  relates, 
it  is  laid  down  that  the  kindling  of  fire  shall  be  subject  to  adminis- 
tive  rules  sanctioned  by  the  Conseil  tC Etat.  Article  3  provides  that 
a  person  infringing  any  of  the  aforesaid  rules  shall  be  punished 
with  fine  varying  from  20  to  500  francs,  and  may,  in  addition,  be 
imprisoned  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  days.  If  the  offender  has 
previously  been  punished  for  a  like  offence,  he  may  be  imprisoned 
for  from  3  months  to  2  years  ;  and  the  responsibility  of  parents  and 
masters  for  acts  by  minors  or  workmen  is  enforced.  By  Art.  4, 
forest  guards,  whether  State  or  Communal,  and  any  rural  police 
officer  may  take  cognizance  of  offences  under  the  law.  The  most 
important  portion  of  the  Bill  is  that  relatmg  to  fire-traces.  Art.  5 
provides  that  every  owner  of  forest  or  land  which  has  not  been 
completely  cleared  of  brushwood  or  dry  timber,  may  be  called  upon 
by  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  estate  of  the  same  description,  to  open 
and  maintain  in  j^ood  order  his  share  of  a  common  fire-line  run* 
ning  along  the  dividing  boundary.  The  width  of  this  trace  will  be 
fixed  by  the  proprietors  or,  if  they  cannot  agree,  by  the  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  after  consulting  the  Conservator. 

By  Art  6  it  is  proposed  to  render  obligatory  the  clearing  of 
fire-lines,  20  metres  broad,  along  every  line  of  railway  open  for 
traffic,  expenses  being  defrayed  eaually  by  the  companies  and  the 
adjacent  proprietors.  The  Bill  also  provides  for  the  speedy  pre-  • 
paration  of  a  general  scheme  of  fire-lines  of  public  utility  and  lays 
upon  the  Moire,  or  the  forest  officials,  as  the  case  may  be,  the 
duty  of  directing  fire-protection  measures,  especially  when  it  is 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  counter-firing. 
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Tour  of  the  Coopers  JIiU  Students  in  Germany. 

Hie  foUowing  account  of  the  tear  made  by  the  Senior  Forefli 
IStodents  from  Cooper's  Hfll  in  the  German  f^orests,  may  be  in- 
teresting to  some  of  joar  readers. 

The  tonr  was  conducted  under  the  able  guidance  of  Dr. 
Schlich  and  the  students  were  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Reuther,  E» 
Carr  and  Copeland  of  the  Indian  Forest  Serrice. 

We  assembled  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main  at  the  end  of  April 
and  on  Monday,  May  1st,  accompanied  by  Forstmeister  Henschell^ 
started  work  in  the  forest  belougin^  to  this  town.  Sylviculture 
■fid  valuation  surveys  occupied  our  time.  We  were  introduced  to 
the  combination  of  agriculture  with  sylviculture.  The  system  waji 
m  very  general  use  a  few  years  ago  but  is  now  only  carried  on  in 
favourable  localities,  t.^.,  in  those  free  from  severe  frosts. 

On  May  5th  we  arrived  at  the  University  town  of  Giessen  ; 
here  several  instructive  days  were  spent  in  the  company  of  Dr. 
Hesse,  who  showed  us,  amongst  other  things,  some  experimentid 
)>lots  of  Oak,  Beech  and  Spruce,  where  different  degrees  of  thinning 
were  being  tested,  also  a  very  elaborate  nursery  and  a  fine  museum. 

The  Spessart  Mountains,  Bavaria,  were  next  visited  and  we 
Were  here  joined  for  a  few  days  by  Sir  D.  Brandis.  The  Spessart  is 
ft  hilly  tract  of  country,  bounded  on  the  West,  South  and  South 
East  by  the  Biver  Main.  It  is  divided  into  12  Forest  Banges,  four  of 
whicb,  Bothenbach,  Bohrburn,  Lohr,  Waldaschaff,  we  examined 
from  a  sylvicultural  point  of  view  ;  the  expeditions  being  conducted 
bv  Sir  D.  Brandis,  who  knows  this  part  of  Germany  very  well. 
&)me  magnificent  oak  and  beech  woods  were  seen  here,  the  natural 
regeneration  of  the  latter  being  so  powerful  that  the  former  has  to 
be  protected  against  it  when  young.  On  Sir  Dietrich's  departure  we 
were  divided  into  parties  each  making  a  description  of  a  certain 
tsompartment.     A  thinning  was  also  made  here. 

On  our  way  to  the  Saxon  Forests  we  stayed  a  day  or  two  at 
Bamberg.  The  woods  here  have  suffered  severely  from  very  bad 
insect  attacks  and  various  interesting  methods  of  prevention  have 
been  undertaken. 

Schwarzenberg,  Saxony,  was  reached  on  May  24th.  The  his- 
tory of  the  Saxon  Forests  is  interesting.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  there  was  no  Forest  Conservancy  at  all.  Bights  of  all 
Borts  existed  and  the  forests  were  in  a  deplorable  state.  In  1832 
a  law  was  passed  empowering  forest  proprietors  to  demand  a  com- 
mutation of  the  rights  which  badly  affected  their  lands.  At  present 
the  management  is  excellent,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  their 
revenue,  after  deducting  all  expenses » 41  marks  per  hectare. 
Insects  give  great  trouble  in  these  woods  and  owing  to  the  attacks 
otHylohens  Meti$^  it  is  impossible  to  make  large  cuttings  in  any 
one  spot  €beat  ingenuity  is  shown  in  the  formation  and  position 
of  the  oattti^'serieft  so  as  to  reduce  this  danger  to  a  minimum. 

108 


Digitized  by 


Google 


418  TOUB   OF  THE   OOOPBBS   HILL  STaDBNTB   IK  QVEMMXY. 

Oa  May  31st  we  went  over  the  Fichtelberg  in  a  snow  stonn 
and  saw  the  effect  of  elevation  on  tree  growth,  and  then  had  apft^ 
^ing  glance  at  Anstrian  Forestry,  on  onr  way  to  Carlsbad*  Here 
we  were  given  a  three  days'  hoUday,  re-assembling  at  Heidelberg 
on  June  4th.  From  this  well-known  town  we  went  to  Vierheim, 
Hesse  Darmstadt.  The  first  attempt  to  employ  agricoltare  for 
sylvicullural  purposes  was  made  here  in  1810.  It  is  now  given  up, 
however,  the  Scotch  Pine  being  nsed  as  a  nnrse  for  the  oak.  The 
nursery  here  is  curious.  It  is  made  under  a  shelter  wood  of  Scotch 
Pine.  These  are  left  not  only  to  shelter  the  beech  seedlings  but  also 
that  larger  timber  mav  be  obtained. 

Our  tour  in  the  Black  Forest  began  at  Baden 'Baden  on  June 
8th,  sylviculture  being  the  chief  pomt  of  interest  in  the  woods 
liere. 

At  Herrenwies,  which  we  reached  on  June  13th,  a  large 
amount  of  work  was  got  through.  After  a  tour  in  the  woods,  the 
parties  made  a  description  of  three  compartments  and  these,  with 
fiome  others  included  oy  Dr.  Schlich,  were  formed  into  a  neat  and 
x^ondensed  working  plan.  One  of  the  forest  districts  here,  Forbach 
I,  next  to  the  Herrenwies  dirtriet,  belongs  to  several  villages  and 
a  church.  It  is  managed  by  the  State  Forest  Officer.  From  the 
proceeds  of  these  communal  forests,  roads,  school  houses,  Ac.,  are 
built  and  all  the  expenses  of  the  municipalities  are  defrayed,  so  that 
there  are  no  local  rates,  taxes  or  school  fees  to  be  paid,  certainly  an 
ideal  state  to  live  in,  especially  as,  in  addition,  a  sum  of  money  is 
received  by  each  villaser.  Fr<rtn  here  we  travelled  by  Schdnmun- 
zach  and  Fremdenstadt  to  Kip^nheim,  the  home  of  a  fine  coppice 
with  standards  forest.  Owing  to  its  situation,  in  the  fertile 
Rhine  plain,  the  coppice  at  the  age  of  30  years  attains  a  height  of 
30  feet  which  is  exceptional  for  these  climes,  I  believe.  From  here 
Staufen,  E.  Black  Forest,  and  Shonau  were  visited,  the  latter  by 
tramping  over  the  Belchen.  The  object  of  the  latter  was  to 
notice  the  change  in  vegetation.  This  was  most  marked,  beginning 
at  the  foot  with  fine  well-grown  forests  and  ending  in  a  grassy 
jnound  (1415  metres.)  On  July  5th  we  left  Schonau  for  Todtmooa, 
South  Schwarzwald.  In  the  10  days  we  spent  here,  we  built  « 
charcoal  kiln  and  saw  it  burnt  and  opened  ;  made  a  thin- 
ning and  saw  some  heavy  timber  let  down  a  steep  slope.  We  also 
visited  several  Black  Forest  cottages  and  saw  the  manner  in  whioh 
the  wood  is  worked  up  by  the  peasants  in  the  manufacture  of  tubs, 
baskets,  brushes,  boxes,  kitchen  utensils,  &c.  The  &cility  with 
which  they  manipulated  spruce  wood  was  wonderful  to  watch.  Of 
course,  it  broke,  instead  of  bending,  in  our  hands. 

On  July  13th  we  proceeded  to  St  Blasien  where,  at  their 
Serene  Highnesses'  request,  we  were  presented  to  the  Grand  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Baden. 

Zurich,  reached  on  July  16th  was  the  last  place  visited.  Here, 
under  the  able  guidance  of  Forstmeister  Meister,  many  things  of  in- 
terest to  the  forester  were  pointed  out  in  the  Siewald.    Timber  slides 
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and  tramways  were  seen  here  in  full  working  order,  all  the 
produce  of  the  forests  being  worked  np  by  the  Forstmeister  in  hia 
own  factories  before  anj  sale  is  attempted.  The  machine  for  chop* 
ping  np  wood,  taming  out  hatchet  and  broom  handles,  Ac,  were 
very  in^emons  and,  in  some  cases,  extremely  simple. 

This  brouffht  a  most  instmctive  and,  thanks  to  the  perfect 
management  of  Dr.  Schlich,  an  extremely  pleasant  tonr  to  a  close. 

E.  P.  S. 


XX.-OORRS3SP02Tr>S3XTOS]. 


Ji  Bureau  de  Itecherches. 

Sib, 

Under  the  heading  of  a  ''Bnrean  de  Becherches''  the 
complaint  of  want  of  matter  for  publication  is  revived.  Translations, 
official  excerpts  and  occasional  touring  observations,  occupy  most 
issues  of  the  '*  Forester,"  but  interesting  as  these  are,  they  are  not 
attractive  to  aU,  and  the  pertinent  question  has  been  asked,  *'  Is  the 
Indian  Forester  popular  ?"  Without  attempting  to  reply  to  the 
question,  it  is  modestiy  suggested  that  increased  popularity*  would 
spring  from  occasional  energetic  representations  m  the  interests  of 
tiiepersonel  of  the  department.  Room  exists  for  fair  discussion  in 
this  direction,  due  loyalty  as  Government  servants  being  strictly 
observed,  e.ff..  D.  P.  W.  and  Bengal  Police  appointments  cor- 
responding to  our  1st  and  2nd  Grade  Deputy  Cfonservators  are 
valued  Rs.  1,000  and  Rs.  900*  each,  against  Rs.  900, 
and  Rs.  800  and  carry  with  them  recognized  positions  on 
the  precedence  list.  Conservators'  appointments  compare  unfavor- 
ably with  similarly  important  ones  in  all  the  larger  departments. 
A  Conservator  serving  under  a  Local  Administration  occupies  on 
on  the  precedence  list,  the  nosition  allotted  to  a  second  grade  Dis- 
trict Superintendent  of  Police.  "  Esprit  de  corps"  has  been  pres- 
cribed as  a  forest  maxim  since  Nancy  produced  such  excellent  spec- 
imens of  Foresters,  and  this  should  induce  much  personal  exer- 
tion to  secure  Forest  Officers  their  due  rights.     By  the  way,  your 
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turj  able  correspondent  ^'  Yelleda"  does  not  encourage  **  esprit  de 
oerps/'  when  his  contempt  for  brother  Foresters  not  *^  Nancj  men 
abd  Germans/  appears,  as  it  did  recently,  in  the  case  of  untrained' 
officers  and,  more  veiled  in  your  last  issue,  of  Cooper's  Hill  men. 
A  recommendation  to  use  less  gall  in  his  incisive  writings  and  a 
study  of  the  Oommander-in^Chiers  last  speech  at  the  Staff  College 
dinner  at  Simla,  is  humbly  presented.  '*  Union  is  strength  "  and 
even  the  untrained  man  has  his  good  qualities.  Every  Forest 
Officer  must  congratulate  you  personally  on  the  improved  issues 
of  the  ''  Forester  "  since  edited  by  you. 

"BORDER." 


InspectioD  I(ote  on  Coimbatore  Forests. 

Dbab  Mb.  Editor, 

£  have  just  received  the  Indian  Forester  for  September,  in 
which,  under  the  heading  of  ^^  Inspection  Notes  on  the  Forests  of 
South  Coimbatore,  North  Malabar,  etc,"  you  make  certain  com- 
ments on  the  fact  that  the  Conservator's  remarks  were  largely 
annotated  by  the  District  Forest  Officer  of  the  former  Division. 
Now,  with  reference  to  this  fact,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  was 
solely  under  the  Collector's  orders  tfiat  the  marginal  notes  and  replies 
were  made  and  initialled  by  me,  tl?e  Acting  District  Forest  Officer. 
Of  course,  I  did  recognise  that  such  a  procedure  was  obviously 
objectionable,  and  not  onlv  recognised  it,  but  also  pointed  it  out  to 
the  Collector.  The  Collector,  however,  was  not  of  the  same 
opinion  and  I,  of  course,  obeyed  his  orders  on  the  matter. 
Trusting  you  will  give  publicity  to  this  letter  in  the  next  Volume 
of  the  Indian  Forester^  I  beg  to  remain, 

H.  B.  BRYANT. 


DxAB  Sir, 


Eucalyptus  io  Hoshiarpur. 


I  see  in  your  October  number  a  note  on  the  growth  of 
Eucalyptus  in  Hoshiarpur,  and  this  has  brought  to  my  mmd  a  tree 
that  I  think  ought  to  answer  the  purpose  of  sSi^ping  the  erosum  in 
the  '^  Chos  "  of  that  district  I  refer  to  the  the  Acacia  Melanoaylon, 
which  grows  very  rapidly,  seeds  plentifully,'  and  sends  up  root. 
suckers.     A^  it  comes  from  hot  ana  dry  Australia^  I  Ainlf  jt  ongh 
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to  thrive  in  the  Punjab.  It  has  been  tried  in  the  Ranikhet  Reserve^ 
snocessfully,  as  far  as  growth  is  concerned,  but  there  it  has  to 
contend  with  snow  whicn  it  cannot  stand.  A  considerable  quantity 
of  seed  could  be  obtainable  from  these,  however,  for  experiment 
elsewhera  And,  if  for  nothing  else,  I  think  it  ought  to  do  very 
well  as  a  roadside  tree,  considering  its  large  size,  very  quickly 
attained,  its   handsome  and  thick  foliage,  and  its  yellow  blossoms. 

Have  the  authorities  finally  given  up  trying  to  do  anything  for 
the  "  Chos  *'  of  Hoshiarpur  ? — or  is  it  not  too  late  to  suggest  that 
patches — by  preference  the  heads  of  ravines — should  be  taken  up 
and  enclosed  and  sown  with  this  tree  ? — If,  moreover,  extensive 
enclosure  is  not  practicable,  it  seems  to  me  it  should  at  least  be 
possible  to  take  up  patches  here  and  there  and  when  grown,  to  open 
them  and  take  up  adjoining  patches — but,  of  course,  lopping  would 
have  to  be  prohibited. 


forest  fires  in  America  and  India. 

Dnab  Sir, 

I  send  you  an  extract  rt,  forest  fires  in  Sajmanbury.  I 
found  that  Forest  fires  crossed  a  fii-e  line  burnt  off  to  a  width  of 
100  yards  in  Wynad.  As  a  rule,  in  heavy  grass  forests,  I  have 
found  a  line  of  the  above  width  sufficient,  provided  it  has  not  been 
cleared  on  the  slope  of  a  steep  hill  with  high  grass  or  bracken  below 
the  line.  In  such  places  during  a  fierce  fire  in  March,  when  a 
high  east  wind  was  blowing,  I  have  seen  dead  leaves,  bracken,  Ac, 
whirled  120  yards  and  more  when  flaming,  into  the  protected 
Forest  beyond.  I  haye  only  once  seen  a  Forest  itself  actually  on 
fire.  A  planter  had  fired  a  big  clearing  on  a  steep  slope,  and  the 
result  was  that  all  the  trees  on  the  upper  margin  of  the  clearing 
and  for  a  depth  of  some  two  hundred  yards  beyond,  were  scorched 
and  died  out  Some  years  afterwards,  when  the  undergrowth  that 
sprang  up  after  the  trees  were  killed  was  very  dry,  some  one  set  fire 
to  it.  I  never  saw  so  furious  a  fire  as  resulted.  Huge  trees. burnt 
as  they  stood  and  fell  over  with  a  crash.  The  roaring  of  the 
flames  could  be  heard  a  great  distance  and  the  sight  at  night  was 
very  grand.  It  gave  one  some  idea  of  what  a  large  Forest  fire  in 
a  pine  forest  in  Ainerica  must  be  like. 


109  R.  M. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


422  FOREST   FIRES  IN   AMERICA    AND   INDIA. 

forest  fires. 

The  occupants  of  a  cyclone-pit  can,  says  a  writer  in  Lippin^ 
cott*s  Magazine  (M,  S.  A.)  defy  the  fury  of  the  storm,  and 
Professor  Herkimer,  of  Liira,  Peru,  has  devised  half  a  dozen 
different  models  of  dwelling-houses  which  an  earthquake  may 
shake,  but  never  break,  while  the  conflagration  of  a  large  pine 
forest  reduces  all  living  things  to  the  alternative  of  death  or 
instant  flight.  During  the  Saginaw  Bay  fires  of  1875,  Squire 
Wirth,  of  Gladwin  County,  had  surrounded  his  farm  with  a 
clearing  from  sixty  to  eighty  yards  wide,  in  the  hope  of  saving 
at  least  the  main  building,  but  the  conflagration  overleaped  that 
barrier  at  the  first  attempt ;  the  dweUing-house,  barn,  and 
several  stables  caught  fire  almost  simultaneously  from  a  shower 
of  flying  sparks  that  swept  ahead  on  the  wings  of  the  gale. 
There  are  plants  (such  as  reeds  and  swamp-grass)  that  would 
extinguish  a  camp  fire  as  effectually  as  a  wet  sponge  would 
quench  the  flame  of  a  rush-light ;  but  the  fierce  heat  preceding 
extensive  woodland  fires  turns  all  vegetable  products  into  fuel. 
Green  leaves  turn  brown,  saplings  wrinkle  and  twist,  the  gray 
tassels  of  Spanish  moss  curl  up  and  turn  as  black  as  horse-hair — 
all  ready  to  blaze  at  the  touch  of  the  first  spark.  At  a  distance 
of  three  hundred  yards  from  the  actual  flames  of  a  forest  fire 
near  Rockwood,  Tennessee,  a  Fahrenheit  thermometer  rose  at  once 
to  the  top  of  the  scale — i.e.  to  180  deg.  above  zero,  and  would 
have  burst  its  tube  the  next  minute  if  the  experimenter,  wrapped 
up  in  wet   shawls,  had   not  snatched  it  away  in  the  nick  of  time. 

"  Sparks  fell  all  arouud  us,  "  says  an  eye-witness  of  the 
recent  highland  fires  in  Northern  Oregon,  "and  the  air  felt  like 
'  a  flame,  though   the  distance  to  the  next  burning  trees  was  about 

*  a  (marter  of  a  mile.     I  have  been  working  in  the  open  sunshine 

*  in   Fresno  County,  California,  when   the  fliermometer   stood    at 

*  108  deg.  in  the  shade,  but  the  temperature  of  that  sun  heat 
'  seemed   mild  compared  with  that  of  the  atmosphere   all  around 

*  us,   except  on  the  east  side  of  the  house,  where  the  night   wind 

*  felt  almost  cool.     My  brother,  who  had    run   out    to   snatch    a 

*  saddle-blanket  from  the  fence,  came  back  with  his  hands  looking 
^  as  if  blistered,   though  he  had  managed   to    dodge   the    sparks. 

*  The  heat  on  the  west  side  of  the  fence  was  enougn  to  roast  the 
^  rosin  out  of  a  pine  rail,  and  must  have  exceeded  200  degs., 
^judging  from  the  fact  that  the  thermometer  on  our  side  poroh 
^had  risen  to  162  deg.  several  minutes  before  the  rooms  became 

*  untenable,  both  on  account  of  the  temperature  and  of  the  prick- 

*  ling  odour  of  the  smoke-clouds  that  penetrated   through  every 

*  cranny. " 

The  damages  caused  by  forest  fires  in  the  course  of  the  last 
twenty  years  in  the  United  States  and  British  North  America, 
has  been  estimated    at  eight   hundred    million  dollars,    a  sum 
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which  does  not  inclnde  the  indirect  loss  from  the  destruction  of 
game,  insect-eating  birds,  Ac,  nor  from  the  deterioration  of 
dimatic   conditions,  since   tree-devouring  fires   are  both   a    conse- 

3nence  and  a  cause  of  droughts.  How  completely  and  radically 
le  vegetable  life  of  large  districts  can  be  destroyed  by  intense 
heat,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  in  the  forest  provinces 
of  Brazil,  where  the  woods  are  often  burnt  purposely  in  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  an  entirely  new  flora  is  apt  to  spring  up 
on  the  quemaderoSy  or  ''charred"  lands,  as  a  proof  that  the  original 
vegetation  has  been  utterly  annihilated.  In  Alleghany  County, 
Maryland,  dogwood  roots  were  found  scorched  to  a  depth  of  18 
inches,  though  the  ground  around  the  demolished  tree  was  not 
more  than  usually  porous.  A  little  ground  squirrel  was  found 
dead  in  its  burrow  of  about  two  feet  of  vertical  deoth  ;  another 
in  a  somewhat  deeper  hole  was  still  alive,  but  lethargised  with 
heat  or  smoke.  For  most  other  animals  the  chances  of  survival 
are  measured  by  the  rate  of  speed.  Instinct  drives  them  towards 
the  next  clearings,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  large  ploughed  field 
gets  often  a  chance  to  revise  his  estimate  as  to  the  animal 
population  of  an  apparently  uninhabited  forest.  Foxes,  minks, 
woodchucks,  rahbits,  and  weasles  dart  out  of  thickets  that  were 
supposed   to  harbour  only  lizards. 


Compounding  Offences  in  the  C.  P. 

Sib, 

I  have,  with  regret,  read  the  second  Paragraph  of  your  article 
on  Page  386  of  the  *  Forester  '  which  places  a  false  construction 
on  Paragraph  10  of  the  Resolution  by  the  C.  C.  in  which  no  censure 
has  been  conveyed,  because  the  cases  dealt  with  under  section  67 
had  been  trivial 

On  the  contrary  the  C.  0.  though  considering  that  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  Southern  Circle  had  been  harsher  than  in  the 
Northern  Circle,  modifies  this  by  an  acknowledgment  that  the 
compensation  clause  had  been  applied  to  trivial  cases  only,  that  is 
such  for  which  it  was  intended  by  legislation. 

The  correctness  of  this  view  is  borne  out  by  subsequent  corres- 
pondence on  the  subject  in  which  the  principle  on  which  section  67 
has  been  applied  has  been  approved. 

BERT.    RIBBENTROP. 


We  are  glad  to  publish  thn  [nspector  General's  letter  and  to  thank  him  for 
it ;  and  also  to  make  onr  apologies  to  Sir  Antony  Mac  Donnell  for  oar  misinter- 
pretation of  para  10  of  his  Review  of  the  C.  P.  Iteport.  It  is  a  great  satisfactloii 
to  make  snre  that  the  principle  on  whioh  Section  o7  should  be  applied  is  really 
understood. 

HON.  EO. 
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ITI.-OB'B'IOI-A.Ij  I»-A.E»E1RS  Sd  IITTBlX.Xjia-K3>TOE- 


The  New  Dehra  Dun  Forest  School  Rules. 

Section  I. — CoNSTiTtmoN  and  Studies, 

1.  The  School  is  ander  the  administrative  control  of  the 
Inspector  General  of  Forests,  who  is  assisted  hj  a  Board  consisting 
of— 

1.  The  Inspector  General  of  Forests,  President ; 

2.  The  Director    of  Public   Instruction,    North-Westem 
ProTinces  and  Oudh  ; 

3.  The  Director  of  the  School  ; 

4.  One   Conservator  from  each  province  (not  more   than 
three  serving  in  any  given  year)  ; 

with,  as  Secretary^  the  Assistant  Inspector   General  of 
Forests. 

2.  The  Superior  Staff  of  the  School  consists  of — 

1.  The  Director,  '\  assisted     by    the     Forest 

2.  The  Deputy-Director,  I      Officers    of  the   School 

3.  &  4.  Two  Instructors,  .  C     Circle,   North   Western 
6.  The  Vernacular  Instructor,  )      Provinces. 

The  Conservator  of  Forests,  School  Circle,  North-Westem 
Provinces,  will  ordinarily  be  Director  of  the  School.  The  Deputy- 
Director  and  two  Instructors  are  officers  of  the  Indian  Forest 
Service  on  the  Imperial  List  The  Yernacular  Instructor  is  an 
officer  of  the  Provincial  Forest  Service,  also  on   the  Imperial  List 

3.  The  Director  of  the  School  is  charged  with  (1)  the  general 
administration  of  the  institution,  including  the  regulation  of  the 
course  of  study  under  the  arrangements  prescribed  by  the  Board  of 
Control^  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Government  of  India  ;  (2) 
ihe  supervision  of  the  School  buildings,  quarters  and  garden  ;  ^3) 
the  control  of  the  accounts,  and  the  conduct  of  correspondence. 

4.  Courses. — There  are  two  courses  ;  one  in  English,  the 
other  in  the  Hindustani  language.  Each  course  lasts  21  montba 
The  English  course  is  that  followed  by  the  *^  Upper  Class  ;"  the 
Hindustani  course  that  followed  by  the  "  Lower  Class."  The  first 
year's  students  are  called  '*  Juniors  "  ;  the  second  year's  students, 
**  Seniors."  In  the  English  course  students  are  prepared  for  the 
certificate  in  Forestry  by  the  '*  Higher  Standard " ;  in  the 
Hindustani  course,  for  that  by  the  "  Lower  Standard." 
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The  subjects  taught  in  these  courses  are  the  following,  descri^ 
bed  in  the  School  syllabuses  : — 

1.  Forestry,  including  Sylviculture,  Utilisation  and  Forest 

Working-Plans  ;  both  theoretical  and  practical 

2.  Mathematics — Elementary  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Tri* 
gonometry,  and  Mechanics  ;  in  their  apphcation  to 
forest  questions. 

8.  Physical  Science,  including  Chemistry,  Physics,  Physio- 
graphy.  Geology,  Mineralogy  and  Soils. 

4.  Botany,  both  theoretical  and  practical ;  including  the 
collection   and  preservation  of  plants. 

5.  Zoology — the  classification  of  animals  and  the  study  of 
useful  and  dangerous  species,  especially  of  insects^ 
including  the  collection  and  preservation  of  specimens. 

6.  Drawing,  Surveying  and  Estimating  ;  as  required  for 
forest  officers. 

7.  Forest  Engineering,  theoretical  and  practical. 

8.  Forest    Law,  the    elements     of    Criminal    Law,    and 

departmental  organisation. 

9.  Forest  Accounts  and  Procedure. 

5.  Terms, — The  terms  of  study  are  as  follows  : — 

'Rains  term — July  1st  to  October  31st,  in  Dehra  Dun. 
Winter  term — November  1st  to   December  22nd,   in 
camp. 
Ist  year — <  Vacation — December  23rd  to  January   5th. 

Spring  term     January  6th  to  March   31st,   in  camp. 
Elill  tour  term — April  1st  to  May  31st,  in    camp. 
Vacation — June  1st  to  30th. 

Rains  terms — July  1st  to  October  31st,  in    Dehra  Dun. 
Winter  term — November    1st    to    December  22nd,  in 
camp. 
2nd  year — >  Vacation — December  23rd  to    January  5th. 

Spring  term — January  6th  to  February  15th,  in  camp. 
Examinations,  including   survey  test — February    16th 
to  March  31st. 

6.  Examinations,  —The  School  Examinations  are  : — 

1.  Monthly,  to  test  progress  and   application. 

2.  Final. 

The  Monthly  Examinations  are  usually  held  on  the  last  two 
working  days  of  each  month,  as  the  Director  may  order.  The 
marks  obtained  at  these  examinations  are  counted  for  one-fourth 
of  the  aggregate  at  the  Final. 

The  Final  Examinations  are  held  in  March  of  the  second  year 
and  the  marks  then  obtained  count  for  three-fonrths  of  the  aggre- 
gate. 
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7.  Certificates. — ^There  are  two  certificates  obtainable  in  each 
class,  after  the  final  examinations  :  a  ''  pass  "  certificate  and  a 
"**  honours  "  certificate.  The  former  is  granted  to  students  who 
obtain  over  50  per  cent  of  the  aggregate  marks  allotted  to  all 
subjects,  provided  this  includes  50  per  cent  of  the  marks  allowed 
for  each  of  the  subjects  of  Forestry,  Botany,  Surveying,  and 
Engineering.  The  latter  is  granted  to  students  who  obtain  over  75 
per  cent,  of  the  aggregate  marks  allotted  to  all  subjects,  including 
over  50  per  cent  in  each  individual  subject.  These  certificates  are 
•only  granted  on  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Control,  who  have 
tiuthority  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  doubtful  cases. 

8.  Prizes, — The  School  medals  are  awarded  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  but  only  if  "honour"  marks  (76  per  cent)  have 
been  obtained.  Other  prizes,  whether  given  by  Goveroment  or 
other  donors,  are  also  awarded  by  the  Board  of  ControL 

9.  Should  any  student  of  the  three  categories  enumemted  in 
Bule  11,  be  unable  (a)  to  appear  at  the  final  examinations,  or, 
having  appeared,  (6)  fail  to  pass  those  examinations,  he  will  not 
be  permitted  to  appear  at  any  subsequent  final  examination,  unleBs 
he  follows  a  second  time  the  whole  course  of  instruction  at  the 
School,  or,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Director,  the  second  year's 
•course. 


Section  II. — Admission  Rules. 

10.  The  total  number  of  students  of  each  class  who  can  be 
admitted  into  the  School  each  year  will  be  limited  to  such  number 
us  the  Board  of  Control  may  decide,  from  time  to  time,  can  be 
accommodated  in  the  School.  The  number  of  studentships  to  be 
allotted  each  year  to  the  respective  Provinces,  as  well  as  the 
number  of  nominations  to  be  made  by  the  Director,  will,  with  due 
regard  to  the  total  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Control,  be  decided 
by  the  Director  of  the  School  before  the  1st  January,  after 
consultation  with  the  Provincial  authorities  as  to  their  requirements 
and  communicated  to  the  Local  Governments  concerned. 

A. — Upper   Class. 

11.  There  are  three  categories  of  Students  in  the  Upper 
•Class — 

(1)  Private  Studenta. 

(2)  Students  already  in  the  Government  service. 

(3)  Students  deputed  by  Native  States. 

12  Private  Students  comprise  aU  those  students  who  are  at 
present  without  appointments  in  any  Forest  Service,  and  whose 
object  it  is,  by  becoming  possessors  of  Forest  School  certificates,  to 
obtain  employment,  either  in  the  Forest  Service  of  the  Government 
oi  India,  or  in  that  of  a  Native  State  or  some  other  owner  oi 
forest  property. 
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(i)     Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Forest  School  as  private 

^ConaerTfttoT   of   Forarti,   Bengal   CIrole,    at     students  must  not  be  less 

Darjeeling.  than  18  or  more  than   25 

^'-^U?   ^"^    ^^    "^  '  y^r?  of  age,   and    their 

Conaervaton  of  Forests,  North- Western   Pro-  applications  must  be  sent 

▼inoes  and  Oudh—  to    a     Conservator      of 

School  Orcle.  at  Dehra  Dim.  Forests*  through    a   Di- 

Central  Circle,  at  Naini  Tal.  ^•o:^^^!  T?^««o4^   nffi/*^,.  «f 

Oudh  Circle,  at  Naioi  TaL  visional  Forest  Officer  of 

Gomervators  of  Forests,  Central  Provinoes—  rank  not  below  that  of  an 

^SST"  ^d '  tft  JaSd°w  Assistant  Conservator   of 

Ccossrvator"  of  Fi^tsf    ^~    Circle,  at  the  1st  grade,  or  through 

Amraott  a  Collector  or  other  dis- 

Conservator    of  Forests,    Pnnjah   Circle,    at  trict      officer.        Neither 

ConssrvatoTof  Foresta,  Upper  Burma-  *«  Conservator,  the    Di- 

Eastern  Ciicle,  at  Mandalay.  Visional    Forest     Officer, 

Western  arcle,  at  Mandalay.  nor   the    Collector     need 

*'TCai'^?^2;«^r^"°"-  belong  to  the  forest  circle 

Tenasserim  Oirde,  at  Monlmein.  or  province  m  which  the 

Conservators  of  Forests,  Madras  Presidency^        candidate  seeks  employ- 

SlSSrcKtMSTrr'"  ™ent;      but     Divisional 

Soathem  Circle,  at  Coimbatore.  Forest  Officers  and  Coi- 

lectors  may  not  forward  to  Conservators  applications   unsupported 

bj  the  five  certificates  enumerated  below,  namely  : — 

(a)     A  certificate  that  the  candidate  is  a  *^  Native  of  India," 
within  the  meaning  assigned  to  those  words  by  section 
6  of  33  Vict.,  Cap.  3.  t 
A  certificate  of  age. 

A  health  certificate,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  article  61 
of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  si^ed  by  the  Civil 
Surgeon  of  the  district  in  which  the  said  Divisional 
Forest  Officer's  or  Collector's  duties  lie,  and  testifyiuj 
to  the  candidate's  sound  constitution,  good  vision  an 
hearing,  general  physical  fitness  for  a  rough  out-door 
life  in  the  Forest  I)epartment. 
(J)  A  certificate  of  respectability  and  good  moral  character 
from  two  two  or  more  persons  whose  social  or  official 
position  can  be  accepted  as  a  guarantee  of  reliable- 
ness. 
(e)  A  certificate  from  an  officer  of  the  Educational  Depart- 
ment, of  a  rank  not  less  than  that  of  a  Deputy- 
Inspector  of  Schools  or  the  Head-master  of  a  Hiffh 
School  under  public  management,  to  the  effect  that  the 
candidate's  education  appears  sufficiently  good  to  give 
hopes  of  his  being  able  to  pass  the  entrance  examina- 
tion 

t  *  Native  of  India  *  means  any  person  born  and  domiciled  within  the 
dominions  of  Her  Maje:»ty  la  India,  or  within  the  territories  of  Indian  Prinoea 
Iribntary  to  or  in  alliance  with  Her  Majesty,  of  parents  habitually  resideut  ia 
India,  and  not  established  there  for  temporary  purposes  only.  (Artlole  46,  Civil 
Ssrrioe  Regnlations. ) 
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The  last  three  certificates  must  bear  date  not  further  back' 
than  the  1st  October  of  the  year  preceding  that  in  which  th^. 
candidate  proposes  to  present  himself  at  the  entrance  examination. 

If  any  person,  giving  certificates  as  above  under  (c),  (d)  and' 
(«),  is  in  a  position  to  mention  anjrthing  more  to  the  credit  of  the 
candidate  than  the  certificates  actually  call  for,  he  may  do  sa 

(ii)  Upon  the  receipt  by  the  Conservator  of  any  application 
in  respect  to  which  the  preceding  conditions 
shall  have  been  observed,  that  officer  may  either 
accept  or  reject  the  application,  without  assigning 
any  reason  for  so  doing  ;  or  he  may  require  the  candi-^ 
date  to  produce  other  or  better  certificates  in  person' 
before  him. 

(iii)  Conservators  may,  at  their  option,  test  the  fitness 
of  a  candidate  who  desires  to  enter  the  service  of 
Government  by  practical  work  in  the  forests. 

(iv)  Those  candidates  who  have  been  approved  by  the 
Conservator  will  be  permitted,  under  ms  recommenda- 
tion, to  appear  at  the  next  entrance  examination  for 
the  Forest  School  held  in  his  circle. 

(v)  The  Entrance  ExamimUion  is  held  early  in  March  each 
year,  on  such  date  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Director,  both 
at  the  Imperial  Forest  School  and  at  such  centres  as 
may  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  by  Local  Govern- 
ments, and  under  stich  officers,  Educational,  Revenue, 
Forest  or  other,  ai  ttiay  be  appointed  :  provided  that 
the  date  shall  be 'communicated  by  the  Director  to 
Local  Governments  and  Conservators  on  or  before 
1st  January.     The  subjects  of  Examination  are  : — 

Minima 
pass  marks. 

(Conversation  ...     50  per  cent 

Composition  ...     33         „ 

2.  Arithmetic  ...  ...     40         „ 

3.  Algebra,  up  to  and  including  quadratic 

equations         ...  ...     40  ,, 

4.  Elements  of  Euclid,  Books  I  to  IV  and 

Book  VI         ..;  ...     25 

5.  Mensuration — lengths,    areas  and 

volumes,  with  examples  25  „ 

The  examination  papers  on  the  above  subjects  will  be  forward- 
ed by  the  Director,  in  sealed  covers,  to  such  officials  as  the  Local 
Governments  may  direct,  in  the  month  preceding  the  examina- 
tion. 

(vi)  A  Local  Government  may  lay  down  rules  under  whiol\ 
the  number  of  candidates  allotted,  under  Rule  10,  tp 
the  Province  for  admission  into  the  School,  shall  be 
selected   from    the    number    of  passed     candidates 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THS   NEW   DBHRA    DUN   FORSHT  80HOOL   RULB8.  429. 

In  such  rales  due  resardmustbe  had  to  the  place  taken 
in  the  examination,  but  the  Local  Government  shall 
not  be  debarred  from  preferring,  for  good  and  sufl&cient 
reasons,  a  passed  candidate  who  may  have  taken  a  lower 
place  in  the  list  to  one  higher  on  the  list  ;  provided 
that  the  Director  may,  after  inspection  of  the  papers 
of  the  selected  candidates,  place  befoi  e  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment an  obiection  to  the  admisson  of  any  of  such 
candidates  on  the  ground  that  he  is  below  the  required 
standard. 

(vii)  The  Local  Government  may,  if  it  thinks  fit,  exempt 
from  the  entrance  examination  any  candidate  who  is 
a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  or  who  has  obtained  a  degree  or 
diploma  of  about  the  same  standard,  at  any  University 
in  India  or  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  in  a  British 
Colony,  or  at  any  educational  institution  to  which  the 
Government  of  India  may  extend  the  privilege  :  pro- 
vided that  such  degree  or  diploma  shall  not  give  such 
candidate  a  preferential  claim  over  any  candidates  who 
have  passed  the  entrance  examination  and  who  may 
appear  more  eligible  for  the  Forest  Service. 

(viii)  r  rior  to  the  admission  of  a  student,  his  parents  or 
guardians  must  satisfy  the  Director  that  they  are 
willing  and  able  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  student 
at  the  School.  These  expenses  are  estimated  to  be  not 
less  than  Rs.  735  for  each  student  living  in  native 
fashion,  and  Rs.  945  in  the  case  of  those  living  in 
European  fashion  v^*^  B'Ule  21).  Of  these  sums, 
parents  of  guardians  must  deposit  with  the  Director 
before  the  course  commences,  a  sum  of  Rs.  126  in  the 
case  of  native  students  and  Rs.  168  in  the  case  of 
European  students,  to  meet  the  initial  cost  of  uniform, 
books,  instruments,  stationery  and  camp-equipage  (vide 
Rule  18),  and,  in  addition,  Ks.  50  as  caution-money. 

(ix)  Local  Governments  may,  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
Conservator  or  of  the  Director,  and  in  exceptional 
cases,  allow  selected  private  students  who  have  passed 
the  entrance  examination,  a  monthly  stipend  not  ex- 
ceeding Rs.  50,  to  assist  them  through  the  School 
course  ;  provided  that  such  selected  private  students 
previously  execute  an  agreement  binding  themselves  to 
serve  the  Local  Government  concerned  (in  the  event 
of  their  obtaining  the  School  certificate)  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  five  years  (vide  Rule  17).  Such 
monthly  stipend  may,  in  case  of  misconduct  or  unsatis- 
factory progress  at  the  School,  be  reduced  or  altogether 
withdrawn  at  the  discretion  of  the  Director. 

Ill 
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(z)  The  names  of  those  private  stadents  who  succeed  in 
obtaining  the  School  certificate  will  be  entered  hj  the 
Director  in  a  register  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  Conservators  of  those  circles,  in  which  the  non- 
stipendiary  private  students  may  severally  deeire  or  be 
willing  to  serve,  will  be  addressed  by  him  with  tin 
view  of  obtaining  appointments  for  such  students.  The 
Conservators  concerned  will,  for  this  purpose,  be 
furnished  with  the  original  certificates  alr^uiy  referred 
to  in  clause  (i)  of  this  rule,  the  School  certificates,  and 
such  other  useful  information,  more  especially  regard- 
ing the  physical  qualifications  of  the  students,  as  the 
Director  may  be  in  a  position  to  furnish. 

(xi)  A  list  of  private  students,  who  may  not  succed  in  ob- 
taing  appointments,  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Director 
to  the  Inspector  General  of  Forests,  who  will  circulate 
the  list  amongst  Durbars,  Conservators,  and  other 
persons  likely  to  be  in  need  of  the  services  of  trained 
forest  officials. 

(xii)  The  appointment  to  the  service  of  Government  of 
passed  private  students  depends  on  the  existence  of 
vacancies  in  the  various  circles,  and  even  a  stipendiary 
student  has  no  claim  to  such  appointment. 

18.  Candidates  in  the  Oovernment  Service^  who  may  be 
deputed  to  the  School,  will  ordinarily  be  either — 

(a)  members  of  the  Provincial  Service  (Forest  Rangers)  who 

desire  to  qualify  themselves   for  further   promotion  in 
their  own  or  to  a  higher  class  ;  or 

(b)  members  of  the  Subordinate  Service  (Foresters  and  other 

subordinate   officials;   similarly  desirous  of  qualifying 
for  promotion. 

(i)  Forest  Rangers  may  be  deputed  by  Local  Governments, 
provided  the  candidates  are  certified,  by  the  Conserva- 
tor under  whom  they  are  serving,  to  possess  sufficient 
knowledge  of  English  and  general  education  and  ai^ility 
to  enable  them  to  profit  by  the  course.  Such  officers 
may  be  above  25  years  of  age,  and  need  not  pass  the 
entrance  examination.  While  at  the  School  they  will 
draw  the  pay  of  their  grade,  and  the  travelling  allow- 
ances to  which  they  may  be  entitied  under  the  GivH 
Service  Regulations. 

^ii)    Officers  of  the  Subordinate  Service  may  be  deputed  by 
Local  Governments,  provided  that — 
(a)  they  have  been  in  that  service  for  not  less  than 

three  years  ; 
(()  they  have  passed  the  School  entrance  examination  ; 

(c)  they  are  under  25  years  of  age  ; 

(d)  they  have  executed  the  formal  agreement  Referred 

to  in  Rule  17. 
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Such  officers  will,  while  at  the  School,  draw  the  pay  and 
trayelliag  allowances  of  their  grade  in  the  service  ;  provided  that 
the  total  amoant  sanctioned  to  meet  the  cost  of  their  training^ 
inclusive  of  travelling  expenses,  shall  not  be  less  than  Rs.  735  in 
the  case  of  students  hving  in  the  native  style,  and  Rs.  945  in  the 
case  of  students  living  in  European  fashion  (mde  Rule  2 J). 

14.  Students  deputed  by  Native  States  muy  be  admitted  on 
the  request  of  the  State  concerned  ;  provided  that — 

(a)  they  have  passed  the  entrance  examination  of  th^ 

School ; 
(J)  they  have  produced  the   certificates   required  for 
admission,  specified  in  Rule  12  (i). 
The  Durbars  of  Native  States  sending  students  to  the   School 
shall,  before  the  beginning  of  each  term,  or  of  each  year  if  preferred, 
deposit  with  the  Director  a  sum  sufficient  to   meet  the  expenses   of 
the  Students.     This   sum,  for  the   whole   course,  must  not  be  less 
than  Rs.  735  for  students  living  inNative  fashion  and  Rs.   945   for 
those  living  in   European  fashion  {vide  Rule  21). 

B. — Lower  Class. 

15.  There  are  also  three  categories  of  Students  in  the  Lower 
CSass— 

(a)  Private  students. 

(6)  Students  in  Government  service. 

g  Students  deputed  by  Native  States, 
e  rules  for  admission   to  the  Lower   Class   are  the  same  af 
those  detailed  in  Rules  12,  13,   and  14  for  admission  to  the  Upper 
Class,  with  the  following  exceptions  : — 

(i)  Listead  of  the  Entrancfe'  Examination,  the  candidate 
must  furnish  a  certificate  of  having  passed  the  Middle  Class  Exam- 
ination in  the  North- Western  Provinces  and  Oudh,  or  an  equivalei^^ 
standard  in  another  Province  as  well  as  a  certificate  that  he  posr 
Besses  a  competent  knowledge  of  Hindustani. 

(ii)  The  cOst  of  training  will  not  be  less  than  Rs.  588  {vi^e 
Ri}le  21}  for  the  whole  course  of  21  months. 

(iii)  The  required  deposit  will  be  Rs.  84,  and  the  caution- 
money  R«.  25. 

(7. —  General. 

16.  No  student  of  European  or  Eurasian  extraction,  not  al- 
leady  in  the  permanent  employment  of  Government  or  of  a  Native 
State,  shall  be  be  admitted  into  the  Forest  School  if  he  is  married, 
nor  shall  any  such  student,  whether  in  the  permanent  emnloyment 
of  Government  or  of  a  B^ative  State  or  not,  marry  whilst  at  the 
School  or  until  he  h^  joined  a  permanent  appointment.  A  breach 
of  this  rule  will  repder  the  student  liable  to  dismissal  from  ^ 
School,  or  to  forfeiture  of  any  appointment  in  the  Forest  Service 
which  may  have  bec^n  promised  to  him,  or  to  which  he  may  other- 
wise have  a  claim. 
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17.  Agreement  and  Security  Bond. — Officers  of  the  Subor- 
dinate Service,  deputed  to  the  School  by  Local  Governments  under 
Bales  13  (ii)  and  15,  shall  execute  a  formal  agreement — ^the 
sureties  for  the  fulfillment  of  which  should  be  men  of  position 
and  means — to  continue  in  the  Forest  Service  of  the  Local 
Goveimnent  concerned  for  a  period  of  not  less  tban  five 
years  after  passing  out  of  the  Forest  School  and  on  such  rates  of 

Siy  as  may  be  in  accordance  with  the  existing  organisation  of  the 
epartment.     A  breach  of  this  condition  will  render  the  defaulter 
and  his  sureties  liable  for  the  refund  of  the   entire  cost  of  the  stu- 
dent's education  at  the  School.     The  agreement  and  security  bond 
shall  be  in  the  appended   forms,  and   must    be  executed  before  the 
student  is  ad  nitted  to  the  School.     The   agreement  will  be  signed 
by  the  student  and,  if  he  is  a  minor,  by  his  father  or  guardian  also  ; 
the  bond  by  the  student  and  two  sureties.     The  amount  of  security 
to  be  taken  will  be — 

Rs. 
For  a  Lower  Class  student         ...  ...     600 

„     an  Upper  Class  f  Native     ...  ...     750 

Student  \  European  ...  1,000 

The  agreement  and  security  bond  need  not  be  stamped. 
The  same  rule  shall  be  apply  to  private  students  who  may  be 
granted  stipends  under  Rule  12  ,(ix\  subject,  however,  to  the  pro- 
viso of  Rule  12  (xii).  Should  any  such  student  not  be  appointed 
to  the  Forest  Service  of  Government  at  the  end  of  of  bis  School 
Course,  his  agreement  and  security-bond  will  be  returned  to  him. 

18.  Uniform,  book  and  camp  allowancea, — The  Director  is 
authorised  to  make  deductions  from  the  pay  of  Forest  Ranger 
students  under  Rule  13  (ij,  or. of  students  of  the  Subordinate  Ser- 
vice under  Rule  13  (ii)  and  15,  or  from  the  stipends  of  private 
students  under  Rules  12,  (ix)  and  16,  to  the  following  amounts  : — 

Rs.  Rs. 

Lower  Class  Students    ...  4  monthly,  or      ...     84 in  all 

Upper  Class  Students     {If^^^  J        ;;  ;;;  }|J    •' 

in  order  to  meet  the  following  items  of  initial  expenditure,  viz  : — 


Uppkb 

Glass. 

Native. 

Bnropean. 

Lower  CUm 

Uoiform  and  equipment 
Books  and  inatmin  ents 
Camp  outfit 

Rs. 

90 
60 

46 

1 

Ba. 

50 
60 
68 

Ra. 

20 
24 
40 

126 

168 

34 
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The  Director  will  charge  off  iu  his  accounts  such  [portions  of 
the  above  as  may  be  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  meet  expen- 
diture on  the  items  mentioned,  until  the  whole  of  the  amounts  are 
exhausted,  after  which  the  student  will  be  required  to  pay  in  cash 
for  articles  supplied. 

19.  Travelling  alloioances  of  private  students  in  receipt  of 
stipends. — Studetts  holding  stipends  from  Lccal  Governments 
under  Rule  12  (ix)  are  not  entitled  to  travelling  allowance  ;  but, 
as  the  tours  entail  greater  expenditure  in  some  months  than  in 
others,  the  Director  is  authorised  to  make  a  further  monthly  deduc- 
tion from  the  stipends,  of  Rs.  5  from  Upper  Class  Native  students 
and  Rs.  7  from  Upper  Class  European  students,  and  to  disburse  the 
amounts  in  the  following  manner  : — 


Native  Students. 

European  Scudents» 

Monthly  traveUing  f  Novr.-May.  l.tye«r 
aUowance.         |Novr..Mar.  2nd  ,. 

Bs. 

4 

Ks. 
8 

Or  for  12  months 
Special  additional  allowance  for  Hill  tour 
„            „                 „    for  Punjab    „ 

48 
22 
35 

96 
16 
35 

Total           ...  , 

105 

147 

20.  Should  the  Conservator  of  a  Circle  from  which  any  Go- 
vernment student  of  the  Subordinate  Service  is  deputed  to  the 
School,  under  Rule  13  (ii),  prefer  it,  he  can,  subject  to  the  orders 
of  bis  Government,  authorise  the  Director  to  pay  travelling  allow- 
ance to  such  student  at  the  rates  given  in  Rule  1 9,  instead  of  at  the 
rates  allowed  by  the  Civil  Service  Regulations.  And  in  the  case  of 
Lower  Class  Crovernment  students,  deputed  to  the  School  under 
Rule  15,  he  may  similarly  authorise  the  payment  of  travelling 
allowance  at  the  following  rates,  instead  of  the  rates  permissible 
under  the  Civil  Service  Regulations  : — 

Monthly  travelllDK  allowance  at  Rs.  4.     ...  ...  48 

Special  hill  tour  alTowaDce  ...  ..  ...  16 

„         Pnnjah  tour  allowance  ...  ...  ...  20 


Total 


84 


which  rates  are  equivalent  to  a  permanent  tiavelling  allowance  of 
Rs.  4  per  month  for  the  whole  course. 

21.  Estimated  expense  of  training, — It  has  been  calculated 
ihai,  in  addition  to  the  amounts  specified  in  Rule  18  for  cost  of 
uniform,  books,  Ac,  and  camp-equipment,  and  in  Rules  19   and  20 
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for  trayelfing,  the  minimam  monthly  subsistence  money  for  stndenis 
comes  to  Rs.  20,  24,  and  30,  respectively  ;  so  that  the  minimum 
pay  and  travelling  allowances  of  Government  students  under  Rule 
13  (ii),  and  the  minimum  stipends  for  stipendiary  students  under 
Rule  12  (ix),  should  not  be  less  than  Rs.  85  and  Rs.  45,  respective^ 
ly,  nor  should  the  minimum  pay  and  travelling  allowances  oi  Lower 
Class  students  (Rule  15)  be  less  than  Rs.  28.  Thus,  the  minimum 
cost  of  training  will  be  as  follows  : — 


Lower 
CIms. 

Uppufc  Class. 

Native. 

Uniform,  books,  and  ounp  ontfitt 
Thk veiling  aUowance 

Rs. 
20 

4 
4 

Rs. 

24 
6 
6 

Bs. 

30 

8 

7 

Total  per  meotem 

23 

35 

46 

Or  for  the  21  months  of  ooone 

588 

785 

945 

The  same  amounts  should  be  taken  as  minima  in   calculating 
ihe   allowances   to   be    deposited    on    account  of  students   from 
Native   States  under   Rules  14   and  15,   or   provided   by    ^ 
and  guardians  for  the  cost  of  training   of   private  students. 

Section  IIL-^isciplinabt  Rules. 

22.  Quarters. — ^The  Director  will  allot  to  students,  on  their 
arrival  in  Dehra,  such  quarters  as  may  be  available  in  the  School 
buildings  or  in  the  houses  rented  by  him  for  students'  accom- 
modation. The  School  quarters  are  tenable  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  students'  course,  and  the  rent  is  Rs.  2  monthly 
for  each  student,  or  Rs.  4  for  each  room.  Students  for  whom 
there  is  no  accommodation  in  quarters  or  in  houses  rented  by 
ihe  Director,  or  who  may  prefer  it,  can,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Director,  reside  in  the  town  in  lodgings  selected  by  them- 
selves ;  but  in  that  case  the  Director  will  accept  no  responsibility 
for   the  rent. 

All  students,  living  in  quarters  or  in  the  rented  houses,  are 
expected  to  abide  by  such  orders  as  the  Director  may  issue  from 
time  to  time  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  cleanliness  and  sanita- 
tion. 

No  dogs  are  allowed  in  quarters,  nor  may  dogs  or  horses 
be  brought  inside  the   School   grounds. 

Breakages  of  furniture,  etc.,  in  the  quarters  or  School 
buildings  must  be  paid  for  by  the  students.  Students  are 
responsible   for  the  acta  of  their  servants. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB   NSW  DBHRA   DUN   FORBBT   SCHOOL  RULES.  435 

23.  Uniform. — ^AIl  students  must  wear  the  School  uniform 
which  consists  of  a  suit  of  khaki  drill  with  white-metal  buttons, 
and  a  grey  turban  of  prescribed  pattern,  for  the  hot  weather, 
and  of  Khaki  serge  with  similar  outtons  for  the  cold  weather 
and  camp.  Those  students  who  become  members  of  the  Dehra 
Dun  Mounted  Rifles  are,  however,  permitted  to  wear  the 
undress  uniform  of  the  corps,  which  also  consists  of  a  suit  of 
khaki  drill,  of  pattern  similar  to  that  of  the  School.  Students 
-who  are  Volunteers  will  wear,  as  head-dress,  a  brown  shikar 
bat  while  at  the  School,  and  the  regular  corps  helmet  when  on 
parade.  Native  students  may  dispense  with  turbans,  or  wear 
other  head-dress,  only  with  the  Director's  special  permission. 
Uniform  must  always  be  worn  inside  the  School  building.  It 
must  also  be   worn  in   the  School   grounds  up  to  5  P.  M. 

24.  Uniform  and  Camp  Equipment, — ^The  uniform  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Dehra  Dun  Mounted  Kifles  may  be  obtained  through 
the  corps  staff;  that  of  other  students  through  the  Storekeeper 
of  the  School,  on  the  Director's  order.  As  camp  equipment  each 
stndent    requires — 

(1)  A   small  tent,  not  larger  than  10   feet  x  8  feet. 

(2)  A  camp    bed. 

(3>  A   small  camp   table. 
(4)  A   camp  chair   or  /*morah. " 
These  articles  are  made  at  the  School  and  issued  at  cost  price 
to   students. 

25.  Boohs  and  Instruments  — The  list  of  books  and  instru- 
ments required  by  each  student  will  be  published  by  the  Director 
from  time  to  time.  The  articles  must  be  purchased  from  the 
Director,  who    endeavours  to  obtain  them   of    the   best    quality 

Erocurable,  consistent  with  cheapness.     No  article  will,  however, 
8   issued  by  the  Storekeeper,   except  (a)  on  order  of  the  Direc- 
tor,  or  (b)  on   cash  payment. 

Copies  of  the  Forest  Acts  and  Forest  Code,  as  also 
surveying  instruments  and  herbarium  presses,  are  issued  on  loan, 
and  students  using  them  will  be  responsible  for  their  safe-custody, 
and  return. 

26.  Leave. — During  the  course  of  instruction,  no  student 
may  leave  Dehra  without  the  written  order  of  the  Director.  Nor 
may  students,  while  in  camp,  leave  the  camp  head-quarters 
without  the  written  order  of  the  Deputy-Director  or  the  Instruc- 
tor in  charge.  Subsidiary  rules  regarding  leave  will  be  made 
by   the  Director   from  time   to   time. 

27.  Holidays. — During  the  rains  term,  Saturday  will  usually 
be  observed  as  a  holiday  or  devoted  to  excursions.  In  camp,  it 
will  ordinarily  be  a  half-holiday.  Such  of  the  usual  gazetted 
holidays  as  are  allowed  will  be  notified  as  such  from  time  to 
time. 

28  Punishments, — Sfcadeuts  are  liable  to  the  following  pun- 
ishments : — 
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(1)  Reprimand   by  the   teacher  in   class. 

(2)  Reprimand   by  the   Director  or  the    Deputy-Director 
at  any   time. 

(3)  Reprimand  before  a  meeting,  convened  by  the  Director, 
of  not  less  than  three  School  officers,  one  of  whom 
must  be  either  the  Director  or  the  Deputy-Director. 
The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  will  be  reported  to  the 
Conservator  or  the  Native  State  deputing  the  student, 
or  to  his  parents  or  guardians  if  he  is  a  private  student ; 
and,  if  the  meeting  so  decides,  a  note  of  them  will  be 
made  on  his  final  certificate. 

(4;  The   Director,  acting   with  the   consensus  of  the  meeting 
referred   to  under  (3),  has  power   to  infiict,  in  addition, 
a   fine  to   the  extent   of  one-third  of  the  salary  or  allow- 
ances   of  the   student  for   a  period   not  exceeding   three 
months. 
(5)  The  Director,  acting  with  the  consensus  of  a  full  meeting 
cf  the  School  officers    presided   over    by   himself,    has 
power  to  dismiss  any    student   for  misconduct ;    and    a 
student   thus   dismissed   cannot  be   re-admitted    to    the 
School.     The  Director   may  remand   any    student  who, 
in   his  opinion,   is  not   sufficiently  promising. 
29.   Monthly   Reports. — A  progress   report  on   the    work    of 
each   student  will   be  issued    monthly  by   tne   Director.     It    will 
record   the  number   of  marks  obtained  by  the  student  at  the  last 
monthly   examination,  his  application  to  his   studies,  and  his  con- 
duct generally.     It  will  be   sent,   for    Government  students     or 
private  students  in  receipt   of  stipends,   to  the  Conservator  of  the 
Circle  from  which   the    student  is    deputed  ;   for    Native  State 
students,  to  such   person    as  the  Durbar    may  direct ;    and   for 
ordinary   private  students,  to  the   parent  or  guardian   concerned. 
80.   Library, — ^The  books  in  the  School  Library  are  available 
for  the  use  of  students  under  such  rules    as   the    Director    may 
make  from  time   to  time.     Books  of  reference  must  be  consulted 
in  the  library  itself,  and   no   books:    may  be   taken    away  except 
after   application  to   the  librarian  and  entry  in  a  register. 

31.  Museum. — ^The  Museum  and  Herbarium  are  also  avaQ- 
able  for  the  use  of  students  ;  but  the  objects  in  the  museum 
may  not  be  handled  or  removed  without  the  express  permission 
of  the  Director  or  the  Deputy-Director.  Permission  to  consult 
the  herbarium  may  be  obtained  from  the  Director  or  the  Deputy- 
Director,  but  the  plants  must  be  kept  in  their  order  as  arranged^ 
aud  no  sheets   removed  or  altered   without  permission. 

32.  Athletic  Sports. — ^The  gymnasium  and  the  tennis-conrts 
will  be  available  for  the  use  of  students  during  all  recreation 
hours  on  week-days.  Cricket  and  football  may  be  played  on  the 
old  parade  ground.  Students  are  recommended  to  join  the  School 
Athletic  Club,  the  subscription  to  which  is  Rs.  4  yearly,  and 
half-rates  for  those  who  do   not  play  all  the   games. 
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IV—UBJ-VIBJ-WS. 


The  Jladras  Forest  Administration  I\eport 
for  1891-92. 

In  reviewing,  last  Angast,  the  Forest  Reports  of  the  Madras 
Presidency  for  1891-92,  we  referred  to  the  results  of  the  system 
ander  which   the   ConservatioQ    had   been   pushed  into  the    back- 

Kound  in  order  that  the  control  of  the  administration  of  the 
apartment  should  be  managed  entirely  by  the  Board  of  Revenue. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  this  has  led  to  the  increase  of 
expenditure  in  the  shape  of  clerieal  establishments  who  have,  of 
course,  to  justify  their  own  retention  and  maintain  their  appoint- 
ments, and  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  clerical  stafiFis  really 
at  the  bottom  of  the  reasons  for  the  great  administrative  mistake 
committed  in  allowing  the  professional  agency  of  the  Department 
to  be  set  aside.  Apparently,  the  matter  has  also  attracted  the 
attention,  not  only  of  the  Government  of  India  but  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extract,  to  which  we 
draw  attention,  from  the  Government  of  Ind.ia  Review. 

"  The  record  of  the  progress  made  during   the  year   was  for 

*  the  first  time  compiled,  from  the  various  district  reports,  in  the 
'  office  of  the  Board  of  Revenue.  The  Report,  especially  in  those 
^  parts  of  it   where    technical  subjects,    such    as   working-plans, 

*  natural  reproduction,  &c.,  are  dealt  with,  is  wanting,  in  a  suffi- 
'  cient  summary  of  the  more  or  less  disjointed  statements  which  are 

*  brought  together  but  not  reviewed  in  many  of  its  pages.     The  Gov- 

*  ernment  of  India  are  therefore  pleased  to  observe  that  the   pre- 

*  vious  procedure,  under  which  each  Conservator  prepared  a  con- 
'  solidated  report  for  all  the  districts  in  his  Circle,  is  to  be  restored. 

*  The  submission  of  the  Conservators'  reports,  with  such   brief  re- 

*  marks  as  may  be  necessary  to  draw  attention  to    points  requiring 

*  notice,  will  facilitate  a  comparison  between  the  administrations 
*'  and  will  tend  to  lessen  the  large  amount  of  business  which   de- 

*  volves  upon  the  Board  and  to  which  the  Secretary  of  State  drew 

*  attention." 
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We  may  hope  that  with  such  a  consensus  of  opinion  against 
ihem,  the  Madras  Government  will  now  adopt  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  of  India,  to  which  the  writer  in  the  *  Madras  Mail/ 
whom  we  quoted  in  August  referred,  and  adopt  the  plan  of  having 
a  Central  Committee  of  Conservators  acting  under  the  Presidency 
of  the  Revenue  Secretary,  to  manage  its  forest  affairs  and  to  get 
rid  at  one  sweep,  of  the  cost  of  the  interference  of  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  and  the  grievance  which  the  Conservators  naturally 
feel  at  the  lowering  of  their  position. 


I\eport  on  Forest  Administration  in  the  Jeypore 
State  for  1892. 

In  our  Number  for  September  1892,  we  reviewed  the  Jeypore 
Report  for  1891,  which  Report  was  then  prepared  by  Bhai  Sadhu 
Singh.  Bhai  Sadhu  Singh  has  since  then  returned  to  the  Punjab 
and  his  place  has  been  taken  by  Lala  Shiva  Bakhsh,  who  is  the 
writer  of  the  Report  for  1892.  The  Control  of  the  Jeypore 
Forest  Department  is  now  no  longer  under  the  State  Engineer  in 
Chief  but  under  the  State  Council  presided  over  by  Babu  Eanti 
Chunder  Mukerji,  0.  1.  E.,  Rao  Bahadur,  the  Prime  Minister  who 
it  is  said  "  takes  a  very  keen  interest  in  forest  affairs."  We  have 
read  Lala  Shiva  Bakhsh's  introduction  with  great  interest  and  we 
think  it  right  to  reproduce,  as  follows,  a  rather  lengthy  extract 
from  them,  as  we  think  it  fair  to  show  that  the  teaching  of  the 
Forest  School  and  the  influence  of  British  Forest  Officers,  has  not 
been  in  vain  and  that  there  are  some  Native  Foresters  who  care- 
fully and  well  appreciate  the  advantages  of  forest  conservancy  and 
value  of  forests  in  dry  regions  like  those  of  Jeypore. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  FOREST  CONSERVANCY. 

The  advantages  expected  to  be  secured  by  forest  conservsnoj 
in  this  State,  as  in  the  other  provinces  of  the  British  Empire,  are 
of  two  classes — direct  and  indirect.  The  direct  advantages  are 
easily  defined.  They  comprise  the  provision  of  a  permanent  and 
sufficient  supply  of  timber,  wood,  and  other  forest  produce  for 
local  use,  iron-smelting,  and  the  trade  generally.  Tne  indirect 
advantages  are  the  influence  of  forests  upon  climate,  the  under- 
cround  and  surface-drainage :  in  a  hilly  country,  forests  protect 
tne  surface  soil  against  erosion,  and  diminish  the  quantity  of  sand 
and  silt  carried  down  by  rivers.  They  help  to  fix  moving  sands, 
afford  shelter  against  winds  particularly  against  the  scorching 
ones  of  the  hot  season  ;  and  that  during  the  dry  season,  welE 
stocked  forests  tend  to  increase  the  atmospheric  moistare  and 
dew  in  ibeir  inmiediate  vicinity.     For  the  direct  advaatAgea  of 
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forest  conservancy,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  produce  on  the 
smallest  area  the  largest  quantity  possible  of  useful  timber,  wood,, 
and  other  forest  proauce,  and  it  is  necessary  to  determine  the 
yearly  quantity  which>  under  good  management,  can  be  produced 
permanently  on  a  given   area. 

It  is  important  to  determine  the  rate  at  which  useful  and 
marketable  forest  produce,  such  as  wood  or  timber,  can  be  pro- 
duced in  different  localities  and  under  different  systems  of  man- 
agement. Without  accurate  knowledge  of  these  matters  we  work 
in  the  dark. 

Forestry  is  as  yet  a  new  business  in  the  State,  and  in  order 
to  secure  success  at  the  beginning,  it  is  necessary  to  deal  with 
the  problem  of  forest  protection  in  its  easiest  form  ;  so  at  the 
outset  the  protection  of  compact  areas  of  suitable  size  witu 
convenient  boundaries  was  undertaken.  It  is  a  fact  that  lands 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  weil-stocked  forests  are  more  produc- 
tive than  those  situate  at  a  distance  from  the  forest.  It  must 
be  distinctly  recognized  that  not  only  does  the  provision  of  fuel 
come  within  the  legitimate  scope  of  forest  administration  in 
Jeypore,  but  one  of  its  most  important  duties  will,  in  future,  be 
to  increase  the  supply  of  cattle-fodder,  particularly  during  seasons 
of  drought. 

The  importance  of  this  feature  of  forest  administration  is  not 
yet  fully  recognized.  It  is  in  this  matter  chiefly  that  forest 
conservancy  may  be  expected  to  mitigate  the  disastrous  effects  of 
seasons  of  drought  and  famine.  The  importation  of  grain  can 
be  facilitated  by  the  construction  of  additional  roads  and  railways, 
but  cattle-fodder  cannot,  to  the  sam^  extent,  be  distributed  over 
the  country ;  it  must  either  be  produced  on  the  spot  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  villages,  or  the  cattle  must  be  driven  away  to 
places  where  pasture  is  available.  The  want  of  grass  and  the  conse- 
quent mortality  among  cattle  has  always  been  one  of  the  principal 
evils  attending  fodder  famines,  and  this  evil  can,  in  many  cases, 
be  mitigated  by  forest  conservancy.  The  lands  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  well-stocked  forests  will  have  a  more  abundant,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  more  permanent,  supply  of  timber,  firewood, 
branches  of  thorns  for  fences,  leaves  for  manure,  and  of  cattle-fod- 
der, and  they  will  have  the  advantage  of  heavier  dew  in  the  dry 
season,  and  of  protection  against  dry  scorching  winds  ;  and  in 
most  cases  they  will  have  a  more  certain  supply  of  water  in 
streams,  springs,  wells,  and  tanks.  In  this  manner  forest  con- 
servancy, if  properly  understood  and  methodically  carried  out, 
will  improve  the  condition  of  the  lands  enclosed  within,  and 
situated  in  the  vicinity  of,  the  forests,  and  will  thus  promote  the 
extension  of  cultivation.  The  aim  which  should  be  steadily 
pursued  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  wood  and  forest 
lands  at  the  disposal  of  the  Haj  is  to  effect  a  sharp  separation 
between   fields,  grazing   grounds,  and    forests. 
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GRAZING    GROUNDS. 

A  more  extensive  management  of  the  pasture  lands  is 
another  sabject  which  must  be  kept  in  view.  In  most  of  the 
States  in  Rajputana,  extensive  preserves  of  grass  and  brash-wood 
-are  maintained  according  to  ancient  costom,  either  as  the 
property  of  the  State,  like  tne  Ramnas  of  Bharatpore  and  Kishan- 
garh,  or  as  the  property  of  the  ^eat  nobles  who  own  a  large 
portion  of  the  land  in  Meywar.  During  the  terrible  famine  of 
1867-68,  while  the  cattle  of  the  British  districts  of  Ajmere  and 
Merwara  died  or  had  to  be  sent  away,  these  preserves,  in  several 
of  the  Native  States  of  Rajputana,  were  of  the  greatest  value 
in  enabling  the  people  to  keep  a  portion  of  their  cattle  near 
their  villages.  In  the  fodder  famine  of  1891,  grass  was  supplied 
to  the  Government  at  Ajmere  from  the  Jeypore  State  birs, 
while  the  Jodhpore  peasants  for  want  of  fodder  emigrated  to 
Jeypore  and  the  adjacent  British  districts  of  Ajmere  and  Agra. 
In  seasons  of  drought,  pasture  is  available  in  the  forest  lands, 
when  there  is  none  in  the  open  grazing  grounds.  It  is  not  only 
that  in  such  cases  there  is  more  grass  under  the  shelter  of  the 
trees,  but  the  leaves  of  the  trees  themselves  serve  as  fodder. 
The  growth  of  trees  on  grazing  grounds  combined  with  closing 
them  against  cattle  in  rotation,  and  the  establishment  of  grass 
preserves  to  furnish  cut  grass  during  the  dry  season,  in  which 
cattle  only  graze  after  the  gra5  s  has  been  cut,  and  which  will 
be  protected  against  fire,  should  have  a  treat.  The  growth  of 
forest  is  primarily  influenced,  by  the  climate,  and  in  Rajputana 
the  most  important  climatic  factors  in  regard  to  forest  growth 
are    rainfall  and  atmospheric  moisture. 

EFFECT  OF  FORESTS  IN  PROTECTING  THE  SOIL  AND 
REGULATING    SURFACE  AND   SUB-SOIL 
DRAINAGE. 

Forests  protect  the  soil  on  slopes  and  hills,  and  there  is  ^ood 
ground  for  believing  that  they  regulate  the  distribution  of  the 
rain-water  which  falls  upon  the  ground  and  the  surface  and 
underground  drainage.  In  this  respect  the  action  of  forest  is  one, 
we   believe,   most  beneficial  in    a  tropical  climate. 

The  action  is  that  the  foliage  breaks  the  force  of  the  rain, 
which  therefore  falls  upon  the  ground  more  gradually  and  gently ; 
the  loss  by  evaporation  is  less  ;  decayed  leaves,  moss,  twigs,  and 
other  matter  on  the  ground  in  the  forest  act  as  a  sponge  and  pre- 
vent the  rapid  downflow  of  the  water  ;  the  soil,  which  is  permea- 
ted by  the  roots  and  is  mixed  with  vegetable  mould,  is  loose  and 
faciliUites  the  percolation  of  the  water  which  comes  out  at  a  lower 
elevation  in  the  shape  of  springs.  Less  soil  is  washed  away  from 
the  hill  sides,  and  less  sand  and  silt  are  carried  down  by  the  rivers. 
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She  effbot  of  forest  apon  the  moisture  in  the  soil  is,  however,  of 
«  most  complicated  nature.  For  while,  on  the  one  band,  t\^ 
ejvaporation  of  rain-water  is  diminished,  there  is,  on  the  other  hunq, 
m>  doubt  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  trees  and  forests  ten^ 
to  dry  up  the  soil,  the  roots  drawing  up  moisture  often  from  great 
depths  wnich  is  evaporated  by  the  leaves.  The  rain  which  falls 
npon  the  catchment  area  divides  itself  into  three  unequal  portions. 
Toe  largest  portion  evaporates,  labile  smaller  quantities  flow  off  ou 
the  surface,  and  a  third  portion  sinks  into  the  sub-soil,  re-appear- 
ing at  a  lower  level  in  springs  and  streams. 

In  a  well-stocked  forest  a  fourth  portion  is  retained  by  the 
branches  and    foliage. 

Alienation  of  Baj  waste  lands  is  also  checked  by  forest  ad- 
ministration. 

PRIVATE  FORESTS. 

Zemindars  or  other  large  proprietors  whose  forests  have  been 
devastated  by  reckless  cutting  or  otherwise,  or  who  may  desire  to 
conserve  them  in  order  to  protect  the  water-supply  in  rivers  or 
for  other  purposes,  may  be  induced  to  apply  for  assistance  in 
managing  their  forests.  The  Rajaji  of  Kbetri  has  an  intention 
of  conserving  his  forests.  The  assistance  may  be  given  by  the 
Thikana  emj^loying  a  separate  officer,  who  will  carry  out  the 
regulations  for  the  management  of  the  forests.  When  pro- 
fessionally trained  and  experienced  rangers  and  foresters  are 
available  for  the  charge  of  private  forests,  their  owners  will 
be  found  willing  enough  to  avail  themselves  of  their  services. 
*When  State  forests  are  successfully  maintained,  the  example  of 
yielding  a  good  and  steadily  increasing  revenue  to  the  State 
will  induce  private  landholders  to  imitate  the  example  thus  set 
them. 

At  the  time  when  Colonel  Jacob,  the  State  Engineer,  gave  up 
the  general  control  of  the  Forest  Department  in  the  Jeypore  State, 
which  event  was  soon  afterwards  followed  by  the  transfer  to  the 
Punjab  of  Bhai  Sadhu  Singh  whose  ardour  in  carrying  out  the 
original  proposals  made  by  Mr.  Mc.  A.  Moir  deserves  the  greatest 
praise,  it  was  feared  that  the  Forest  Conservancy  arrangements  in 
the  Jeypore  State  were  likely  to  suffer. 

From  the  present  report,  however,  it  seems  that  this  has  not 
been  the  case  and  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  can  only  now  be 
^ttributeil  to  the  great  interest  taken  in  the  Forest  work  by  the 
Prime  Minister.     In  Forest   matters   especially,  a  steady  and  pro- 

fressive  policy  in  the  matter  of  closing  Forests  to  grazing  and 
ring  is  of  the  greatest  importance  and  reserves  once  closed  should 
not  again  be  opened  until  fit  for  it,  except  in  the  case  of  the  most 
argent  famine  arrangements. 
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In  fact,  too  mach  stress  cannot  be  placed  on  the  great  impor- 
tance of  closing  altogether  to  grazing  as  large  areas  as  are  practica- 
ble in  dry  regions  like  Rajputana,  as  the  amount  of  damage  done 
by  all  kinds  of  animals,  and  especially  browsers,  reaches  its  maxi- 
mum in  such  localities.  The  Jeypore  State  forests  have  scarcely 
changed  in  area  during  the  year,  they  have  now  about  278  square 
miles  or  nearly  2  per  cent  of  the  area  of  the  State.  The  forests  are 
managed  in  four  ranges  and  by  degrees  trained  officers  from 
Dehra  are  being  employed  in  the  management. 

Out  of  the  278  square  miles,  85  square  miles  more  or  less  are 
closed  against  grazing  and  otherwise  the  whole  area  is  under  fire- 
protection  which  in  1892  was  extremely  successful,  with  ahnoet 
no  expenditure. 

We  note  that  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  dealt  with  by  the  Courts  or  compounded  and  which  amount- 
ed to  361  during  the  year,  against  334  during  the  former  year. 

The  number  of  cattle  impounded*  amounted  to  4,630  against 
6,507  during  the  previous  year.  These  figures  would  seem  to 
indicate  considerable  energy  on  the  part  of  the  Forest  protective 
establishment 

The  financial  results  were  also  good,  they  shewed  :— 
Revenue  •••  ...     Rs.  25,538 

Expenditure  ...  •..       „     10,310 


Surplus     ...     Rs.  15,228 

Appendix  B  of  the  Report  has  a  very  useful  list  of  trees  and 
shrubs  of  the  State  classined  according  to  the  Vernacular  and 
scientific  names  ;  as  also  a  list  of  i  fodder-yielding  trees  and  sand 
binding  plants,  all  of  which  lists  testify  to  the  activity  and  energy 
of  the  Superintendent,  whom  we  congratulate  on  the  excellent 
results  and  report  he  has  succeeded  in  producing. 

In  conclusion,  we  note  that  two  more  students  for  the  super- 
vision of  the  State  Forests  are  now  under  training  at  the  Forest 
School  at  Dehra  Diin  and  we  venture  to  suggest  that  it  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  the  State  pecuniarily  and  otherwise,  to  see 
that  the  services  of  properly  trained  and  energetic  men  are  retain- 
ed, by  alloting  them  a  judicious  run  of  promotion,  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  prospects  of  Forest  Scnool  trained  students  in 
Government  employ  are  much  more  favorable  than  those  of  Native 
States  and  this  state  of  afiGedrs  naturally  causes  a  good  deal  of 
<iiscontent. 
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Forest  School  Sports  at  Dehra  Dun. 

The  Annaal  Sports  of  the  Imperial  Forest  School  were  held 
at  the  old  Parade  Ground  at  Dehra,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  14th 
instant,  and  proved  a  great  success.  A  fine,  clear  autumn  day 
hrought  out  everyone  in  Dehra  to  witness  the  various  com- 
petitions which  were  keenly  contested,  the  greatest  interest  being 
shown  in  them  by  the  English  contingent,  as  well  as  by  the  many 
Gurkhas,  Sikhs,  Pathans,  and  Hillmen  that  were  present.  Mr. 
Gamble,  the  Director  of  the  Forest  School,  presided  over  the  Sports, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Smythies,  the  Deputy  Director,  Messrs.  Gradon 
and  Rogers,  the  Professors  at  the  School,  and  Mr.  GrenfeU,  Deputy 
Conservator,  Saharanpur  Division  :  they  all  worked  hard  to  make 
the  Sports  a  success,  and  were  well  repaid  for  their  untiring  efforts 
by  the  success  of  the  meeting.  The  100  yards  was  won  easily 
by  Langhorne,  whose  time  would  have  run  better  had  be  been 
more  pressed.  The  competition  between  Tweedie  and  Langhorne, 
in  the  Hurdle  Race,  was  very  keen  and  close  ;  and  in  the  half 
mile  Pocock  and  Wood  made  a  splendid  race  of  it  in  excellent 
time. 

The  following   are  the    various  events  and    winners  : — 

I. — Flat  Race.     Distance  100  yards. 

F.  J.  Langhorne  ...  ...  •••     1 

R.  L.  Pocock  ...  ...  ...     2 

S.  J.  Wood  •••  ...  ...     8 

Won  easily  by   a  yard.     Time — Usees. 
II. — Long  Jump.     One  prize,  open  to    whole    school,    and 
one  to  native  students   only. 

R.  L.  Pocock  ...  ...  ...     1 

Chinniah  ...  ...  ...     2 

The  winner  jumped  17  feet  5  inches;  the  second  17  feet 
^  inch. 

III. — Hurdle  Race.  Distance  120  yards  over  10  flights  of 
hurdles. 

J.  F.  Tweedie  ...  ...  .,.     1 

F.  J.  Langhorne  ...  ..«  ...     2 

R.  L.   Pocock  ...  ...  ...     S 

Tweedie  and  Langhorne  jumped  each  hurdle  simultaneously 
the  former  touched  the  tape  only  6  inches  ahead.  Time— 
18  *    sees. 

6 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444  FORsrr  school  spobts  at  dbhba  DUir« 

lY. —Throvnng  the   Cricket  Ball 

T.  I.  Pocock  ...  ...  ...     1 

P.   Plonkett  ...  ...  ...     8 

In   the  first  attempts  iPoeock    and    Plnnkett    were    exactlj 
eqnaU  so  they  were  given  three  more  throws,  and  Pooock  came 
ont  the  winner  with  a  throw   of  95^  yards. 

Y.^-Flat  Race.     Distance    220    yards,  for    natire   students 
only. 

Chinniah       ...  ...  ...  ...     1 

Hama  Row  ...  ...  ...  ...     2 

Ghintamon  Yishwanath  .  .  ...  •••     3 

Won  by  a  yard,  after  a  good  race.    Time — ^27-|-  sees. 

VII — High  Jump.  One  prize  open  to  whole  School,  and 
one  to  native  students   only. 

J.  F.  Tweedie  ...  ...  ...     1 

Chinniah       ...  ...  ...  ...     8 

Tweedie  jumped  4t  feet  11  inches,  and  Chinniah  4  feet  6 
inches. 

YIII. — Flat  Race.  Distance  half  mile.  Open  to  whole 
School. 

R.  L.  Pocock  ...  ...  •••     1 

S.  A.    Wood  ...  .•.  ...     8 

Rama  Row  •«.  ...  ...     3 

Pocock  came  up  at  the  end,  and  won  a  good  race  by  a 
yard  in  2min.  G^secs.,  alm^t  a  record  tima 

IX. — Flat  Race.  Distance   100  yards,  for  School    seryaats. 

Ram    Kishen  ...  ...  ...     1 

Pir  Mahomed  ...  ...  ...     2 

Amar  Singh  ...  •,.  ..3 

The  greatest  interest  was  shown  in  this  race.     Time — llmin. 

-— -Secs. 

X.—Flat  Race.     Distance  100    yards,  for  2nd  P.  W.  C 

Gurkha  Bandsmen. 

Keshab    Singh  ...  ...  .1 

Rattan  Singh  ...  ...  ...     2 

Dian  Singh  ...  ...  ...     3 

A  close  race,  won  by  a  foot,     Time — IIJL  sees. 

XI. — Tug-of-Waty  Seniors  vt.  Juniors,  10  each  side,  3  tries. 

The  Juniors  won  the  first  try,  the  Seniors  the  second  ;  the 
third  try  was  won  by  the  Seniors  rather  easily,  amidst  the 
greatest  excitement.  At  the  termination  of  the  races,  the  priies 
were    presented  to   the    winners    by    Mrs.     Smythies. — Pioneer, 
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The  Hesin  of  Conifers. 

The  origin  and  properties  of  resin  in  coniferous  timber  have 
lecentlj  been  investigated  by  Dr.  H.  Mayr,  and  he  has  succeeded 
in  demonstrating  several  new  and  interesting  points.  The  subject 
is  treated  rather  fully  in  an  article  contributed  by  Dr.  Mayr  to  the 
Zeitschrift  fiir  Forst  und  Jagdwesen  for  June,  and  his  conclusions^ 
some  of  which  differ  from  those  of  previous  investigators,  are  sum- 
marised as  follows  : — 

1.  Only  in  an  invisible,  and  thus  in  the  molecular  form,  in 
the  plasma,  can  existing  resin  pass  into  an  intercellular  space. 
Therefore— 

2.  The  cell  wall  is  only  permeable  for  resin  so  long  as  it 
is  in  process  of  formation. 

3.  All  resin  canal  cells  which  subsequently  belong  to  the 
permanent  tissue  of  the  wood,  not  resin  secreting,  epithelial 
cells,  but  partly  store  cells,  as  other  parenchyma  cells,  partly 
secondary  meristem  cells  (thin  walled),  are  converted  after  a 
aeries  of  years  into  permanent  cells  ;  therefore,  it  follows  that  a 
secretion  of  resin  in  the  caualsusaa^only  occur  during  the  first 
year  or  two  of  the  formation  of  the  canal-carrying  annual  rings. 

4.  Finished  cell-walls,  whether  lignified,  thickened,  or  not, 
cannot  be  permeated  by  resin  so  long  as  the  respective  walls 
are  saturated  by  water,  and,  as  in  the  living  tree,  both  sap  and 
heartwood  are  always  saturated,  so  it  follows  thatr — 

5.  All  cell-walls  of  normal  wood  in  the  living  tree  are 
always  free  from  resin. 

6.  All  resin-holding  spaces  are  surrounded  by  an  imper- 
vious, continuous  cell  tissue,  and,  therefore,  are  completely  isolated. 
The  resin  cavities  are  entirely  closed  in  on  all  sides,  and  never 
open  at  the  exterior  in  an  uninjured  tree. 

7.  There  is,  therefore,  no  spontaneous  exudation  of  resin 
towards  the  surface  ;  every  outflow  of  resin  is  pathological  ; 
where,  primo  aspectuj  a  spontaneous  outflow  appears  to  occur, 
as  on  tne  buds  of  different  conifers,  a  close  investigation  shows 
that  it  is  connected  with  exudation  into  an  intercellular  space, 
or  with  the  drying-up  of  the  outer  layers,  thus  in  the  case  of 
the  latter  a  pathological  occurrence. 
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8.  AH  resiu  canals  of  tbe  wood  stand  vertically  over  one 
Mother,  and  the  horizontal  always  arise  from  the  vertical  ; 
should  the  place  of  origin  have  become  lignified  with  the  res- 
pective year  ring,  then  the  connection  between  the  two  forms 
IS  effected  where  the  horizontal  and  vertical  canals  occasionally 
cross. 

9.  With  the  conversion  of  sap  into  heartwood  the  resin-canals 
are  filled  up  by  tyloses,  so  that  a  subsequent  flow  of  resin  from 
the  sap  to  the  heartwood,  or  vice  versa  (as  with  the  economic 
extraction  of  resin),  is  impossible. 

^  10.  The  resin  must  be  a  bye-product  in  the  formation  of 
coniferin,  one  of  the  usually  occurring  substances  in  the  resin- 
yielding  conifers  ;  the  resin  does  not  arise  from  the  coniferin,  but 
simultaneously  with  it  and  starch  may  be  considered  as  the  raw 
material  for  the  formation  of  both. 

11-  Neither  by  normal  nor  pathological  causes  (chemical 
decomposition,  or  fermentation  through  fungi)  does  a  conversion 
of  coniferin  lignin,  or  cellulose  (the  constituents  of  the  cell-walls), 
into  resin  occur. 

12.  Should  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  watery  contents  of 
the  cell- wall  occur  through  mechanico-pathological  causes  (wounds, 
punctures  by  insects,  etc.),  the  resin  partly  takes  the  place  of  the 
water,  and  can,  through  unwounded  and  turgescent  neighbouring 
wood,  also  fill  the  "  lumina "  of  the  cells.  Should  fresh  wood 
remain  in  the  ground,  as,  for  example,  the  stumps  of  felled  trees, 
the  resm  is  gradually  forced  by  the  surrounding  moisture  into  the 
mterior  of  the  stump  Under  favourable  conditions  as  in  stagnant 
water  or  bogs,  the  resin  occurs  in  the  rotting  wood  as  resin-hydrate 
m  a  crystalline  (oTm.— Gardiner s'  Chronicle. 


f  ice  f  ackets  of  Quinine. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  last  Cinchona  Beport  of 
the  Government  of  Bengal  with  samples  of  the  pice  packets  of 
quinine  which  are  now  for  sale  at  all  rost  Offices  throughont  the 
Lower    Provinces. 

The  following  extract  from  Dr.  G.  King's  Report  shews  what 
has  been   done. 

Sale  of  Quinine  at  Post-offices. — ^The  chief  event  of  the  year 
has  been  the  organization  of  the  system  by  which  quinine,  made 
up  in  doses  of  five  grains,  is  offered  for '  sale  at  most  of  the 
Postr-Offices  within  the  Province  of  Bengal.  Each  dose  is  made 
up  in  a  neat  closed  paper  envelope,  and  is  sold  for  one  pice. 
Each  packet  carries  the  royal  arms  as  a  guarantee  of  gennine- 
ness,  together  with  brief  instructions  in  the  vernacular.  To 
encourage  the    Post-Office  officials    to  push    the  sale    of  these 
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packets,  a  small  commission  is  allowed,  and  considerable  facility 
is  offered  for  replenishing  of  stocks  by  post-masters  ;  the  parcel- 
rates  for  transmission,  however,  bear  rather  heavily  on  the 
scheme,  and  I  trust  some  means  of  lightening  them  may  soon 
be  found.  When  the  scheme  was  suggested  last  year,  it  very 
soon  became  obvious  that  one  of  the  first  conditions  of  success 
would  be  to  find  some  means  of  making  up  the  packets  by  which 
adulteration  and  loss  from  pilfering  and  careless  weighment 
might  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  It  was  therefore  decided  by 
Qevemment  to  make  this  matter  over  to  the  Jail  Department. 
The  quinine  is  therefore  made  over  from  the  factory  to  that 
department  in  bulk,  and  by  prison  labour  it  is  subdivided  into 
pice  packets,  1,400  of  which  go  to  each  avoirdupois  pound. 
The  Jail  Department  distributes  these  packets  to  the  post-masters 
and  collects  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  at  the  various  Post-Offices. 
A  dose  of  pure  quinine  is  by  this  means  put  within  the  reach 
of  any  person  within  the  province  who  has  a  pice  to  buy  it  with. 
Thus  at  last,  after  thir^  years  of  effort,  has  the  end  b^en 
attained  which  the  Government  set  before  itself  when  the  growth 
of  the  medical  cinchonas  was  begun  in  British  India.  That  end 
was  thus  expressed  in  an  early  Government  resolution  on  the 
subject: — "To  put  the  only  medicine  that  is  of  any  use  in  the 
cure  of  the  commonest  and  most  fatal  of  Indian  diseases  within 
the  reach  of  the  poorest. "  Of  the  provinces  usually  supplied 
with  qninine  from  the  Mungpoo  Factory,  Bengal  is  the  only  one 
into  which  this  pice-packet  system  has  as  yet  been  introduced. 
It  is  believed  that,  should  the  .  various  provinces  under  the 
Government  of  India  adopt  the  system,  large  demands  will  he 
made  on  the  cinchona  plantation,  and  extended  planting  opera- 
tions may  have  to  be  undertaken.  To  meet  such.  Government 
have,  in  addition  to  the  land  reserved  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mnngpoo,  a  reserve  on  the  Bhootan  frontier  in  Engo  Valley,  in 
which   ground  has   not  yet   been  broken. 

The  Bengal  Government  express  great  satisfaction  with  the 
arrangement  and  note  that  475tbs  of  quinine  were  thus  made  up 
into  packets  for  sale  during  the  year.  The  paper  packets  are 
small  envelopes  of  strong  paper  about  2^  by  '  ^  inches  and  each 
contains  5  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine.  The  price  is  so  calculated 
as  only  just  to  leave  to  Government  a  very  small  nrofit  on  its 
plantation.  This  i«  shewn  by  the  fact  that  while  the  gross 
revenne  of  the  year  was  Rs.  1,17,768  the  ti^  revenue  was  onlv 
Rs  3,171.  We  wish  every  success  to  the  new  venture  which 
onght  to  be  a  useful  one  for  Forest  Officers,  for  they  can  now 
carry  about  with  them  in  convenient  form,  sufficient  to  meet  the 
many  demands  for  quinine  which  every  forest  officer  who  has 
had  to  serve  in  unnealthy  regions  is  so  well  accustomed  to. 
We  hope  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  other  Local  Govern- 
ments of  the  Bengal  Presidency  follow  the  lead  of  Bengal  in 
taking  the  mutter  up. 
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Statement  of  average  selling  rates  of  timber  and  bamboos  in  Meeroti 

Cawnpore,  Balandshahr,  Pilibhit,  Bareilly,  and  Moradabad  for  tht 

quarter  ending  80th  September  1893. 


Description. 


MEERUT. 

Sal  10' Tors    (Poles) 

Sal  &  Sain,  &o.,  Karris,  12' x 

Sal  bed  posts,  rx2i"x2i*  ... 
Bamboos  of  9'  to   10'  per  100 
score 

CAWNPORE. 

Sal  10' Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  and  Sain  ftc.,  Karris,  12' x 

<rx4' 
Sal  bedposts,  7'x2i"x2i*  ... 

Bamboos  of  9'  to  10'  per  100  J 
score  ( 

BULANDSHAHR. 

Sal  10'  Tors     (Poles) 

Sal,  and  Sain,  &c..  Karris,  12^  x 

6''x4" 
Sal  bed  posts,  7'x2i''x2i''  ... 
Bamboos  of  9' to  10'  per   100 

score 

PILIBHIT. 

Sal  10' Tors  (Poles) 

Sal  and  Sain,  &o.  Karris  12'  x 

6''x4" 
Sal  bedposts  rx2i"x 21'    ... 
Bamboos  of  9'  to  10'  per  100 

score 

BAREILLY. 

Sal  10'  Tors     (Poles) 
Sal  A  Sain,  &o. ,  Karris,  12'  x  I 
6*x4''  -j 

Salbedposts7'x2J''x2i"  ... 
Bamboos  of  O'  to  10'  per   100 
score 

MORADABAD. 

Sal  10*  Tors    (Poles) 

Sal,  &  Sain,  Ac,  Karris,  12'  x 

6"x4" 
Sal  bed  posts  rx2i''x2i"    ... 
Bamboos  of  9'  to  10'  per  100 

score 


Timber  Scantlings 
per  score. 


From 


R.  A.  P. 

800 

25  0  0 
10  0  0 


5  00 

25  0  0 
15  0  0 


40  0  0 

30  0  0 
5  0  0 


5  00 
25  0  0 

40  0  0 
10  0  0 


20  00 

30  00 
8  0  0 


To 


R.  A.  F. 

18  0  0 

4000 
12  0  0 


6  00 

100  0  0 
19  0  0 


70  0  0 

40  0  0 
6  4  0 


10  0  0 
35  0  0 
60  0  0 
6000 
15  0  0 


250  0 

50  00 
10    0 


Bamboos  per  100 
score. 


From 


R.  A.  F. 


40  0  0 


25  00 
30  00 
50  00 


To 


100  0  0 


30  00 
50  0  0 
100  0  0 


76  0  0 


60  00 


500  0 


5000 


76  0  0 


100  0  0 


137  0  0 


..ACi 


100  0  0 
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Churchill  and  Sim's  Circular. 
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October  6th,  1893. 

East  Ikdia  Tkak. — ^The  deKveries  for  the  first  three  qnartere 
of  this  year  amount  to  10,118  loads,  as  compared  with  7,656  loads 
for  the  nine  months  of  1892,  and  with  11,392  loads  for  the  same 
period  of  1891.  In  the  past  September  the  delivery  was  1835 
knadSy  and  the  fignres  for  that  monui  in  1892  and  in  1891  were 
661  loads  and  1551  loads  respectively.  Prices  have  remained 
abont  stationary,  and  conld  well  be  advanced  without  danger  of 
eheeking  the  crowing  consumption  by  excessive  cost.  The  Dock 
stock  is  consiaerably  reduced. 

EosBWOOD — Is  difficult  of  sale,  as  although  stocks  are  not 
heavy,  the  demand  is  very  dull 

Sati^wood.  Logs. — ^The  demand  remains  very  quiet  and 
sales  difficult  to  effect :  for  planks  and  boards  there  is  no  enquiry. 

Ebony. — ^The  slightly  improved  demand  has  now  cleared 
Importer's  Stocks,  but  prices  remain  low. 

PRICE  CURRENT. 


Indian  Teak 

per  load 

£9-10s.to 

£15-108. 

Satinwood 

„  ton 

£5        to 

£12 

Bosewood 

»9         19 

£5        to 

£9 

Ebony 

99        9» 

£5        to 

£7 

MARKET    RATES    OF    PRODUCTS. 
(^Tropical  AgrieuUuritt,  October  1893.) 


Cardamoms, 

per  lb. 

2s. 

to 

2s.6d. 

Croton  seeds 

per  cwt. 

20s. 

to 

27s.6d. 

Cutch 

f» 

20s. 

to 

23s. 

Gum  Arabic,  Madras 

» 

50s. 

to 

908. 

Ghim  Kino 

99 

100s. 

to 

1409. 

India  Bubber,  Assam 

per  lb. 

ls.7d. 

to 

2s.3d. 

„         Burma 

99 

l8.7d. 

to 

ls.lld. 

Myrabolams,  Bombay 

per  cwt 

9s.6d. 

to 

Il8.3d. 

99 

99 

7s.9d. 

to 

98. 

„          ,  Qodavari 

99 

78.6d. 

to 

88. 

Nux  Vomica,  good 
Orchella,  Ceylon 

99 

8s. 

to 

lis. 

99 

228. 

to 

283. 

Bedwood 

per  ton 

£3. 

to 

£3-10 

Sandalwood,  logs 
„           chips 

99 

£35 

to 

£55 

99 

£9 

to 

£30 
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Cawnpore  Price  Correni 


October  SSSth,  1893. 

Per  Hannd. 
BaAs.    Ba.As. 

Aonla  froits— dried 

••• 

...    0  12    to   1  0 

,,      leaves  dried  and  braised 

...     1  12    to   2  0 

Babul  bark 

••• 

...    0    9    to   0  10 

Bahera 

••• 

...     1  12    to   2  0 

Stick  Lao 

•  •• 

...  15    0    to  30  0 

Myrabolams 

••• 

...    3    0    to   3  12 

Mooni  grass 
Babnl  Gum 

<  •  • 

...    1    4    to    1   8 

••• 

...    8    0    to  12  0 

Mixed  Ghim 

••• 

...    6    0    to    8  0 
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Vol.  XIX.  ]  December,  1893.  [  No.  12. 


A  Tour  in   Jaunsar. 

Tliadiar  Suspension  Bridge, — The  Tons  is  crossed  at  Tfaadiar 
by  a  suspension  bridge,  which  was  built  by  the  Forest  Department 
in  1875  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  2,864.  It  was  repaired  in  1878-79  at  a 
cost  of  Rs.  508.  The  following  description  of  the  bridge  is  taken 
from  the  Journal  of  1891 : — 

'*  The  distance  between  the  uprights  is  164  feet,  the  uprights 
are  12  feet  apart  and  15^  feet  high.  The  bridge  itself  is  7  feet 
wide.  The  two  cables  which  support  the  bridge  are  5  inches  in 
girth.  The  suspeosors  are  1  inch  in  circumference  ;  they  are  passed 
wrough  the  large  cables  to  prevent  them  from  slipping  ;  the  lower 
ends  of  the  suspensors  are  fastened  to  the  cross  beams  which  carry 
the  longitadinal  beams,  on  which  the  planking  rests.  Five  trans- 
verse beams  in  the  middle  of  the  bridge  rest  on  the  cables  and  two 
others  are  just  under  it. 

The  bridge  was  originally  given  a  camber  of  1  foot  to  allow 
for  the  stretching  of  the  ropes.  Railings  are  placed  on  either  side 
of  the  bridge  consisting  of  wooden  uprights  and  wires  stretched 
horizontally.  The  planks  of  the  roadway  are  7  feet  long  by  6  in. 
by  2  in.  and  planks  i  in.  thick  and  2  feet  wide  are  nailed  over 
these  in  the  centre  of  the  roadway  where  most  of  the  traffic  falls. 

Three  masonry  abutments  have  been  built  over  the  anchorage 
of  the  bridge  on  ttie  left  bank  to  protect  it  from  earth  slips. 

The  cables  are  fixed  to  Deodar  logs  placed  horizontally,  buried 
in  the  ground  and  kept  in  position  by  2  8issu  logs  driven  into  the 
ground  at  an  angle  of  70  degrees  over  the  Deodar  log.  The  end 
of  the  cables  are  frayed  out  and  nailed  on  to  the  Deodar  logs." 

The  Wet  Slide  and  the  Sledge  road. — Formerly  the  sleepers 
were  conveyed  to  the  Tons  partly  by  means  of  a  wet  slide,  partly 
by  a  sledge  road.     The  former  was  totally  destzoyed  in  the  great 
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flood  of  the  10th  August,  1889,  and  not  a  vestige  now  remains. 
For  an  account  of  this  flood,  see  Indian  Forester^  Vol  XV,  p.  293. 

The  following  description  of  the  wet  slide,  a  model  of  which 
may  be  seen  at  the  Forest  School,  may  be  given  here  for  reference, 
Although  it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  any  more  will  be  constmct- 
•ed.  the  sledge  road  having  proved  superior  in  every  way  : — 

^'  The  slide,  which  is  12,192  feet  in  length,  was  constructed 
during  1876-78  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  26,000,  whilst  up  to  the  end  of 
March,  1885,  Rs.  7,988  have  been  spent  on  repairs.  The  gradient 
varies  from  5  to  22  decrees,  the  best  gradient  being  aoout  IS 
degrees,  and  the  total  fall  is  1,300  feet.  It  consists  of  a  trough 
■composed  of  three  beams,  12  feet  by  13  in.  by  5  in.,  roughly 
jointed  and  firmly  wedged  into  block  sleepers.  These  beams, 
which  are  of  chir,  have  been  found  only  to  last  three  or  four  years 
at  the  longest,  so  that  the  entire  slide  has  had  to  be  reconstructed 
more  than  once.  It  would  have  been  much  cheaper  in  the  end  to 
have  made  it  of  deodar,  as  this  wood  lasts  indefinitely  in  the  hills, 
whilst  chir  rots  in  two  or  three  years  when  exposed  to  alternations 
of  heat  and  moisture.  The  inside  measurement  of  the  slide  is  13 
inches  wide  by  8  inches  high,  as  it  was  originally  constructed  for 
the  sliding  of  broad-gauge  sleepers  ;  for  metre-gauge  sleepers,  a 
lighter  slide  would  suffice.  There  are  in  all  eight  main  bridges 
varying  from  30  to  70  feet  in  length,  as  weU  as  several  heavy  rock- 
<suttings  and  retaining  walls  20  to  25  feet  high.  The  slide  is 
worked  by  means  of  a  good  flow  of  water,  which  is  let  in  from  the 
Bagiar  nala  by  means  of  troughs  situated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
Apart,  very  little  water  being  required  when  the  gradient  is  of  22 
degrees,  but  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  being  absolutely  necessary 
when  it  is  less  than  18  or  20  degrees.  The  slide  is  principally 
worked  during  the  rains,  as  there  is  not  sufficient  water  available 
at  other  seasons,  except  during  February,  after  the  melting  of  the 
snow.  With  a  good  supply  of  water,  a  sleeper  takes  about  ten 
minutes  travailing  down  the  slide,  and  1,200  sleepers  can  be  slid 
in  one  working  day  of  10  or  12  hours.  On  arrival  at  iiie  Thadiar 
dep6t  on  the  banks  of  the  Tons,  the  sleepers  are  thrown  out  of  the 
slide  by  means  of  a  kind  of  table  provided  with  a  slanting  beam 
against  which  they  strike,  and  they  are  then  stacked.  After  the 
monsoon  or  during  February,  the  sleepers  are  slid  directly  into  the 
Tons,  but  this  cannot  be  done  during  the  floods.  Since  its  comple- 
tion to  the  end  of  March,  1885,  407,800  sleepers,  of  which  135,000 
were  broad-gauge,  have  been  exported  by  i&  aid  ;  the  saving  thus 
effected  has  been  estimated  at  Rs.  15,014." 

When  the  slide  was  destroyed,  it  was  not  considered  advisable 
to  construct  another  owing  to  the  great  expense  and  difficulty  in 
working,  and  a  sledge  road  similar  to  the  existing  one  in  the 
Deota  forest  was  msde  in  its  place.  It  has  been  fully  described  in 
Mr.    Mc'A.  Moir's  report  of  1891. 
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The  sledge  road  is  7,960  feet  in  length  and  is  constrncted  of 
two  rows  of  longitudinal  beams  of  chir  pine,  10  to  12  feet  long 
4^  in.  by  4  in.  and  placed  »^4  in.  apart.  On  to  these  beams  are 
notched  cross  pieces  6  feet  by  4  in.  by  4  in.  placed  24  in.  to  83  in. 
apart  according  to  the  slope.  In  these  cross  pieces,  which  are 
made  of  rejected  deodar  sleepers,  are  cnt  the  slots  which  serve  as 
guides  for  the  sledges.  The  slote  are  ^  inch  deep,  from  6  in.  tp 
7  in.  wide,  and  30  in.  apart  from  centre  to  centre.  The  cross 
pieces  besides  being  notched,  are  also  fastened  by  Mom  oak  trenails. 

Where  the  gradient  of  the  sledge  road  is  less  than  6  degrees^ 
the  cross  pieces  are  placed  24  inches  apart  so  that  the  sledge  rests 
on  three  cross  pieces  at  one  time  ;  where  the  gradient  is  more  than 
6  degrees  the  cross  pieces  are  placed  30  inches  apart  and  the  sledge 
rests  on  2  cross  pieces  only  at  the  same  time.  It  has  been  found 
that  the  sledge  runs  more  easily  on  low  gradients,  when  the  cross 
pieces  are  placed  closer  to  each  other. 

The  sledges  do  not  run  easily  unless  the  sledge  road  is  quite 
dry.  In  order  to  decrease  the  friction,  a  mixture  of  soap  and 
mustard  oil  is  applied  to  the  slots  of  the  cross  pieces.  This  is 
cheaper  than  ghee,  and  is  nearly  as  efFective  ;  the  mixture  is  applied 
where  required  by  a  boy  who  precedes  th?  sledges  ;  where  the 
gradient  is  too  steep,  the  progress  of  the  sledge  may  be  stopped 
by  the  application  of  a  little  sand. 

On  the  inner  side  of  the  sledge  road  is  a  good  drain  so  as  to 
keep  the  sledge  road  as  dry  as  possible.  The  accumulated  water  is 
taken  under  the  sledge  road  in  box  drains  where  necessary.  The 
drier  the  metalling  in  which  the  longitudinal  beams  are  laid  the 
more  lasting  will  they  be. 

Moru  would  be  more  suitable  than  Deodar  on  low  gradients, 
as  its  grain  is  smoother  but  it  has  not  yet  been  used  on  account  of 
the  greater  expense  in  cutting  it  up.  Chir  would  probably  be 
better  than  Deodar  on  the  steeper  gradients,  as  its  grain  is  rougher 
than  Deodar,  but  it  is  not  so  lasting. 

The  sledges  are  similar  to  those  used  on  the  Deota  sledge 
road  ;  they  consist  of  two  runners  made  of  seasoned  Mom  Oak 
placed  28  inches  apart,  strengthened  by  two  or  three  wooden 
struts,  and  carrying  six  uprighte,  and  two  handles.  The  mnners 
are  10  feet  8  in.  by  5  in.  by  If  in.  for  B.  G.  sleepers,  and  9  in. 
by  5  in.  by  1|  in.  for  M.  Gf.  sleepers  ;  and  when  they  are  worn 
down  to  2  in.  they  are  re-soled  with  pieces  of  Moru  oak.  One 
sledge  costs  about  Rs.  10,  and  carries  20  M.  G.  or  15  B.  G. 
sleepers.  Two  men  work  one  sledge  and  they  make  4  to  5 
journeys  a  day  from  the  Chabai  dep6t  to  the  head  of  the  dry  shoot ; 
they  are  paid  4  as.  per  sledge  of  M.  G.  sleepers,  and  6  as.  per 
sledge  of  B.  G.  Sleepers. 

We  inspected  various  bridges  along  the  sledge  road,  and  the 
students  took  detailed  measurements  of  bridge  No.  10,  so  as  to 
reproduce  a  drawing  to  scale. 
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Bridge  No.  1  over  the  rice  fields  is  368  fi.  long,  with  1 
spans  of  variable  length,  supported  on  drj  rubble  stone  piers. 

Bridge  No.  2  is  supported  by  a  huge  boulder,  the  top  of  which 
has  been  blasted  to  receive  the  roadway* 

Bridge  No.  9  is  6S  ft.  long,  and  57  ft.  high  from  the  bottom 
of  the  khud.  It  consists  of  one  span  and  is  supported  by  straining 
beams  and  struts. 

Bridge  No.  15  is  154  ft.  long,  with  a  gradient  of  7  degrees  to 

8  degrees,  and  supported  on  piers  and  abutments.     The  piers  are 

9  feet  by  7^  at  the  base,  tapering  to  6  ft.  by  5  ft.  at  the  top. 
There  are  5  spans  of  about  28  feet  each.  To  prevent  shaking 
a  T  or  EL  shaped  trestle  is  erected  below  the  middle  of  the  beams 
in  each  span. 

The  original  cost  of  the  Thadiar  sledge  road  was  Rs.  4,534,  or 
about  Rs.  3,000  per  mile.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  cost  of 
carriage  of  sleepers  for  four  years  on  men's  backs  would  have  been 
Rs.  39,000,  whereas  the  cost  of  construction,  sledging,  repairs,  &0., 
during  the  same  period  would  be  about  Rs.  15,500.  There  is  thas 
a  saving  of  Rs.  23,500,  or  nearly  Rs.  6,000  a  year  ;  this  clearly 
shews  the  advantage  of  the  sledge  road  over  ordinary  methods  of 
carriage. 

When  the  sleepers  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  sledge  road — the 
Thadiar  depdt — they  are  stacked  in  heaps  of  200,  and  in  October 
and  in  November  are  launched  into  the  Tons  by  means  of  the 
timber  sboot.  The  following  description  is  from  the  Journal 
of  1891  ;— 

"  The  shoot  is  333  feet  long.  It  consists  of  an  open  trough 
laid  in  an  exact  straight  line,  the  gradient  of  the  upper  234  feet  is 
42  degrees,'  that  of  the  lower  99  feet  26  degrees.  It  is  made  of 
Chir  pine  throughout.  The  beams  of  which  the  trough  is  con- 
structed are  fixed  into  wooden  tressle  supports  by  means  of 
wedges,  the  whole  being  bolted  together  by  iron  bolts  ^  inch 
diameter. 

The  inside  measurement  of  the  trough  is  11^  inches  by  8  inches, 
the  scantlings  of  which  it  is  made  being  12  ft.  by  10  inches  by  4  in. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  shoot  is  laid  in  a  trench  dug  out  for 
it ;  the  lower  portion,  which  is  removeable,  is  supported  on  strong 
wooden  ti'essles.  These  are  placed  wherever  the  sides  or  bottom 
pieces  of  the  trough  are  joined.  The  sides  are  made  to  break 
joint  with  the  bottom  piece. 

The  slide  is  kept  moist,  while  the  sleepers  are  being  launched 
to  decrease  the  friction  and  prevent  its  splintering,  water  being  led 
from  a  neighbouring  stream  to  the  head  of  the  shoot 

A  launching  platform  has  been  constructed  at  the  bead  of 
the  shoot,  and  the  sleepers  which  are  brought  down  by  the  sledge 
road  are  stacked  as  near  to  the  head  of  the  shoot  as  possible. 
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The  sledge  road  ends  on  a  hish  bank  of  bonlder  and  the 
shoot  leads  from  this  into  the  river  Tons." 

In  one  day,  about  4,500  sleepers  can  be  launched  ;  in  Decem- 
ber 1892,  87,740  sleepers,  of  which  55,000  were  M.  G.,  were 
launched  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  243,  or  nearly  ^  a  pie  per  sleeper.  Some 
sleepers  of  both  descriptions  were  launched  in  our  presence,  and 
thej  took  on  an  average  7^  seconds  to  reach  the  stream  ;  this  is 
a  velocity  of  35  miles  per  hour,  allowing  50  feet  from  the  bottom 
of  the  shoot  to  the  water. 

The  Deota  deodar  forest, — The  Deota  forest  lies  in  a  kind  of 
amphitheatre,  bounded  by  the  Lambatach  ridge  to  the  west,  and 
the  Dhikari  dhar  to  the  north  and  east.  The  forest  forms  a  por- 
tion of  the  area  leased  from  the  Haja  of  Tehri-Garhwal  for 
Bs.  9,C00  per  annum,  and  there  are  11  years  of  the  lease  yet  to 
run.  The  area  is  4,937  acres,  about  one-half  of  which  constitutes 
the  deodar  zone  ;  some  of  it,  however,  is  situated  on  extremely 
precipitous  ground,  and  cannot  be  worked. 

The  deodar  zone  in  this  forest  is  comprised  between  7,000 
and  9,000  feet  altitude,  the  forest  contains  chir  in  the  lower  parts, 
and  kharsu  oak  near  the  top  of  the  ridge.  Spruce,  silver  and 
moru  are  the  companions  of  deodar,  with  maple,  and  horse- 
chestnut  near  streams.  Where  some  peaks  rise  above  10,000  feet, 
as  on  flikshin,  specimens  of  Rhododendron  campanulaium  may  be 
found  ;  it  was  in  flower  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  21st  May. 

The  forest  has  been  divided  into  10  blocks  with  natural 
boundaries,  all  drained  by  the  Bagiar  stream  and  its  feeders. 
Fellings  began  in  1876  in  the  Partil  block  to  the  east  of  the 
bungalow,  and  it  took  about  12  years  to  work  round  westwards 
through  the  Temple,  Dopta,  Jaurasi,  Katatach,  and  Kanga  blocks, 
when  fellings  began  again  in  the  Partil  block. 

The  working  plan  for  the  leased  forests  embraces  Deota, 
Bamsu,  Surars,  Sahlra,  Noranu,  Naintwar,  Datmir,  Lambatach, 
Kotigad,  and  Chansil,  a  total  area  of  45,198  acres  ;  and  the  next 
forest  to  be  worked  will  be  Bamsu  where  preparations  in  the  way 
of  making  a  sledge  road,  and  felling  trees  are  now  going  on. 

Deota  has  now  been  worked  for  18  years  and  during  that 
period  17,841  green  Deodar  trees  have  been  felled,  besides  dry 
ones  which  may  be  estimated  at  2,200,  making  the  total  20,000. 
The  outturn  of  sleepers,  estimated  in  metre-guage,  has  been 
12,00,000. 

Natural  reproduction  has  everywhere  been  excellent  and  the 
natural  crop  of  deodar  seedlings  has  been  assisted  by  girdling 
operations   wherever  necessary,  and  supplemented  by  planting. 

As  a  rule,  nursery-raised  plants  have  been  put  out  and  gener- 
ally in  plots  10  feet  by  10  feet,  five  seedlings  in  one  plot.  The 
plot  is  entirely  cleared  of  indigofera,   grass,  £o,   and  one  plant  is 
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put  in  the  middle  and  one  at  each  comer.  This  system  has 
succeeded  well  in  the  Partil  block  in  plantation  No.  5  of  1881, 
where  the  following  measurement^  were  made  in  1888  : — 

Six  hundred  and  twelve  plants  had  an  average  height  of 
3  feet  9  inches,  but  they  included  several  younger  plants,  which 
had  been  put  in  as  repairs.  The  average  height  of  12  of  the  tallest 
plants  was  6  feet  4  inches.  The  success  of  this  plantation  is  89 
per  cent. 

A  small  area  planted  on  this  system  in  1882  contained  93 
plots  with  five  seedlings  in  each,  which  had  an  average  height  of 
2  feet  9  inches,  in  1888  :— 

Girdling  operations  have  been  going  on  in  this  forest  for 
some  time  past ;  the  object  being  to  give  more  light  to  existing 
seedlings  and  to  induce  more  seedlings  to  come  up.  We  noticea 
a  patch  of  silver  fir  thus  treated  near  the  Deota  temple,  but  the 
shade  cast  by  the  dead  stems  is  still  too  great  for  deodar  to 
prosper  underneath.  In  course  of  time  these  dead  trees  have 
become  rotten  and  are  being  blown  down,  and  deodar  may  soon  be 
successfully  underplanted.  But  these  gentle,  moist  slopes,  with  a 
westerly  or  north-westerly  aspect,  bearing  a  dense  crop  of  silver 
fir,  are  by  their  nature  not  suitable  for  deodar,  and  it  would  be 
a  better  policy  to  confine  our  attention  to  slopes  where  we  know 
deodar  will  grow  well,  and  to  girdle  all  oaks,  spruce,  fir,  &o., 
shading  existing  deodar  seedlings,  and  to  plant  up  all  the  suitable 
blank  spaces  and  patches  of  indigofera.  This  is  being  gradually 
done,  and  all  we  suggest  here  is  to  leave  the  silver  fir  area  to  the 
last. 

Now  that  felling  operations  have  come  to  an  end  in  this 
forest,  the  principal  point  to  attend  to  is  giving  the  voung  deodar 
more  light,  as  they  require  it,  by  girdling,  and  for  this  purpose  it 
would  probably  be  well  to  go  round  the  forest  once  in  five  years. 
The  average  length  of  the  annual  shoots  of  deodar  seedlings  here 
is  about  eight  inches,  so  in  5  years  they  will  have  grown  over 
three  feet  in  height 

Almost  all  over  the  areas  already  worked,  the  refuse  logs  and 
slabs  still  encumber  the  ground,  seriously  interfering  with  the 
reproduction  ;  at  any  rate  on  and  near  the  sites  of  the  old  sawing 
pits.  It  was  at  one  time  proposed  to  utilize  this  refuse  wood  in 
smelting  iron,  but  no  iron  ore  has  been  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  villagers  are  allowed  to  remove  free  whatever  they 
iFnsh  for,  but  this  makes  a  very  small  impression  on  the  whole  area. 
Any  manufacture  which  utilizes  this  refuse  material,  such  as 
wood-pulp  for  paper,  matches,  creosote,  &c.,  would  be  a  great 
boon.  But  it  is  unlikely  that  any  use  wiU  be  found  for  this 
4ebrtSy  and  the  onlj^  plan  is  to  allow  it  to  rot  slowly  on  the  ground, 
a  process  which  will  take  many  years. 
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Sclerotia  in  a  White  ^nts'  nest. 

A  short  while  ago,  Mr.  A.  B.  Lowrie  sent  from  Chanda,  C. 
P.  for  determination  at  the  Forest  School,  a  strange  black  club- 
shaped  fungoid  mass  which  he  had  found  in  a  white  ants'  nest. 
It  was  first  referred  to  Mr.  E.  0.  Gotes  who  suggested  that  the 
growth  might  be  fungoid  and  drew  attention  to  the  remarks 
upon  Sclerotium  stipatium  in  the  Dictionary  of  Economic  Pro- 
ducts :  in  that  work  (Vol.  VI.  ii.  491)  Dr.  Watt  refers  to  an 
article  in  the  Journal  of  the  Agri-Horticultural  Society  to  which 
we  have  no  present  access  and  to  one  by  the  late  Dr.  J.  Shortt 
of  Madras  in  the  Journal  of  the  Linnean  Society  of  1866-67 
after  reading  which  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  referring  to  the 
same  curious  growth   as  that   received  from   Mr.  Lowrie. 

On  a  reference  to  Dr.  GeobePs  outlines  of  classification,  we 
find  Sclerotium  defined  as  "  a  tuber-like  pluri-cellular  body,  filled 
'  with  nutrient  material,  which  becomes  detached  when  mature 
'  from   the  mycelium   producing  it  and   after   remaining  dormant 

*  for  a  time  puts  out  shoots    which  develope  into   fructification. 
'  The   most  common   example  of  a  Sclerotium   is  the  ergot  of  rye 

*  {Claviceps  purpurea). 

Dr.  Shortt  s  account  of  the  growth  is  so  interesting  that 
we  extract  it  from  the  Linnean  Society's  Journal  as  follows  : — 

*  Scientific  name — Sclerotium  (Berk,  et  Curr). 

'  Indian  name  . — 1.  Piittu  Manga,  from  piittii,  a  white-ant 
*hill,   and  Manga   a  mango  (fruit)  ;  literally  white-ant  hill  mango. 

*  Syn.— 2.  Piittu  Kai,  from  piittii,  white-ant  hiU  and  KAi, 
•fruit, — or,   white-ant-hill  fruit. 

'  3.    Mail   Manga,  from  mail,  dry,    like    sticks,   leaves,    etc, 

*  and  manga,  a  mango, — or,  dry  mango. 

*  I    am    indebted  to   the   kindness   of  Daniel  Hanbury,  Esq., 

*  F.  L.  S.,   for  drawing  my   attention   to    the   Piittii    Manga.     I 

*  have    had  some   experience  in   exploring  the   white-ant    hills  in 

*  the   Madras  district,   while  carrying   out  some   experiments  (the 

*  results  of  which  were  to  be  noticed  in  an  Essay  on  the  de- 
'  structive  effects  of  the  White  Ant),  and  in  no  instance  have  I 
^  met  with  the   Piittii  Manga  ;  nor  is   the  substance,  or  its  name, 

*  familiar  to  the  natives  of  the  Camatic.  The  fact  of  its  not 
'being  found  in  this  part  of  India  maybe  accounted  for  by  the 
'  great  drjmess  of  the  climate  in  this  locality,  and  the  absence  of 
*|the  moisture   and   heat  so   necessary  for  fungoid  growths.       On 

*  the  western  coast,   where   it  rains  for   at  least  six  months  in  the 

*  year,    the  conditions  favourable  for   the    growth   of  this   fungus 

*  exist  in  the   burrows  or  excavations  formed   by  the  white    ants. 

*  The  natives  state  that  it  is  occasionally  to  be  met  with  in  dark 
'  crevices,   and  in   the  recesses  of  rocks  and  caves  :  my  experience 

*  does   Bot  confirm  this  latter   fact  as  yet ;  and   the   specimens   I 

*  have  now  the  honour  of  submitting  were  all  procured  from  the 
'  white-ant  hill,  or  piittii. 
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*  These   fungoid  growths   are  only  met  with  in  old   and  de- 
^  serted   ant-hills,  and   frequently  after  the    insects  have    become 

*  winged  :  they  are  found  only  in    the  peripheral  and  more  super- 

*  ficiai  caverns,  springing  from  their  roof,  occasionally  from    ibe 

*  floor,  never  from   the    cells   occupied    by  the    ants  themselves. 

*  Some  grow  with  long  stalks,   others  are  sessile  ;  in  those  having 

*  stalks,   they  can,  in  a  few,  be  traced  beneath  the  soil,  while  tiie 

*  sessile   ones  seem  simply  to   lie  over  the  soil. 

'Messrs   Churrey    and   Hanbury    are  in    unison    with   Mr. 

*  Berkeley   in  the  opinion  that  the  riittii   Manga    is  of  fungoid 

*  growth  ;  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt  from  the  habit  and 
^  structure  as  also   from  the  fact  that  it  attains  its  greatest  perfeo- 

*  tion   during  or  immediately  after,  the  rains  ;  and  it  is  possible 

*  that  further  research  during  this   particular  period  may  tend  to 

*  discovery  of  a  perfect  specimen,  with  the  organs  of  fructifica- 
'  tion  fully  developed.  The  present  specimens  were  procured  in 
Hhe  Coimbatore  and  Mdabar  districts,  in  October  186«5,  and  were 
'  removed,   some  in   situ  attached  to  the  clod  of  earth,  and  others 

*  loose,   from  the  interior  of  several    white-ant  hills,    within   the 

*  caverns  of  which  some  were  found   growing  in  clusters  of  six  or 

*  more,  hanging  each  by  a  separate  stalk,  and  others  simply  over- 
^  lying  the  Hoors  of  the  cells,  without  stalks.  Those  taken  up 
^  ^ith  the  clod  of  earth  soon  lost  moisture,  and  crumbled  to  dust. 
^  These,   on  removal,  were  not  quite  so  black  in   colour,  and  have 

*  shrunk  considerably  in  size ;  and  I  should  say  that  they  are 
^  one-third  smaller  now  then  when  taken  out  of  the  white-ant  hilL 

*  They  take  on   a  variety  of  forms,  being  oval,  oblong  pyri- 

*  form,  irregularly  round,  etc.  The  external  rind  is  black  and 
^  slightly   wrinkled,  on  cutting  into  it,   the  interior  is  found  to  be 

*  white  and  pithy,  and  is   compared  by  the  natives  to  the   kernel 

*  of  a  tender  cocoa-nut     It  is  tasteless  and  inodorous. 

'  The   Malayalum  Vythians,  who  are  familiar  with  the  Piittii 

*  Manga  believe  it   to  be   manufactured  by  the  insects  themselves, 

*  by   a  kind   of  accretive   process,  and  that  snakes   are   very  fond 

*  ot  it  and  devour  it  greedily.  Snake-charmers  collect  the  Piittii 
«  Manga  and  take  it  round  for  sale,  and  they  then  give  out  that 
'they  keep  a  supply  always  on  hand  to  feed  their  snakes  with: 
^  this   assertion  i  am  much   inclined   to  doubt. 

*  Others   say  that  it  is  not  a  vegetable  product,  but  a  coa- 

*  glomerated   mass  of  the  larvsB  of  white   ants.     It  is  not  familiar 

*  to   the  generaUty   of  natives,  and  the  educated  among   them  are 

*  not  aware  ot  its  existence ;  whereas  it  is  well  known  to  the 
'  rude   villagers,   who   attribute  to    it   poisonous     qualities.    The 

*  various  accounts  given  of  its  nature  and  properties  differ  so  much 

*  that  one  hardly   knows  what  degree  of  reliance  to  place  on  them. 

^  The  Vythians  eagerly  seek  it,  and  use  it  as  a  remedy  in 
'  cholera,  syphiUs,  and  a  variety  of  other  diseases.  In  cholera  it 
« is  prescribed  as  a  specific,   by  rubbing   it  up  with  a  little  water 

*  and  iresh  ginger-juice  or  country  arrack  ;  and  the  dose  is  re- 
^  peated  after  every  motion  or  act  of  vomiting. 
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*  The   natives  who  assisted  in  removing  the  present  specimens 

*  remarked  that  they  are  not  full-grown,  and  that  they  attain 
^  the  size  of  an  orange  during  the  monsoons.  It  is  not  common- 
'ly  found  in  white-ant  hills,  but  is  met  with  in  one  out  of  every 
'  twenhr  or  thirty   on  the   western  coast  and  Coimbatore   district. 

'  I  am  indebted  to  my  assistant  Mr.  W,  Harvey,  for  seve- 
-  ral  specimens  of  the  Puttii  Manga,  as  well  as  for  such  iuforma- 
'  tiou  on  the  subject  as  he  could  collect   for  me  in  the  Coimbatore 

*  district." 

Mr.  Lowrie  says  that  in  Chanda  it  is  called  *Patha  dudhi  * 
and  that  the  natives  have  an  idea  that  on  the  formation  of  a 
rainbow,  the  rainbow  casts  a  shadow  and  this  shadow  falling  on 
a  white  ant  hill,  these  fungi  are  produced.  The  Sclerotium  is 
used  medicinally  for  women  in  cases  where  any  dijBBculty  is  found 
luring  child  birth. 

The  Camphor  Industry  in   formosa. 

That  Camphor  is  employed  against  different  species  of  moths 
of  the  Tineidse  family  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  laying  their 
eggs  in  woollen  clothing  and  furs  and  to  prevent  the  damage  that 
foUows  is  known  to  every  child  in  this  country.  But  whence  the 
Camphor  comes,  how  it  is  obtained  and  what  its  other  uses  are, 
must  be  unknown  to  many,  and  so  it  may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to 
our  readers  to  learn  from  an  eye  witness,  what  it  is  and  whence  it 
eomes,  all  the  more  that  it  is  one  of  the  principal  forest  products 
which  is  of  importance  to  man.  What  is  Camphor  ?  Camphor  with 
the  chemical  formula  C^  Hi«0  is  an  etherial  oil  which  is  found  in 
the  wood  of  the  Camphor  tree  {Camphora  officinalis)  when  treated 
BO  as  to  remove  the  oxygen.  Its  specific  gravity  is  0*98  it  melts 
at  175  degrees  C.  and  sublimes  at  204  degrees,  is  colourless,  cry- 
stalline, aromatic,  rotates  in  pure  water,  burns  into  a  strong  flame 
and  is  soluble  in  alcohol.  Besides  the  kind  we  are  about  to 
describe  which  is  almost  exclusively  used  in  Europe,  there  is  another 
kind  which  has  long  been  known  in  Eastern  Asia,  the  Baros  or 
Borneo  Camphor,  named  after  a  town  Baros  on  the  North- West 
coast  of  Sumatra.  This  kind  is  obtained  from  the  giant  stems  of 
the  Dryohalanops  Camphora  especially  in  Sumatra  and  Borneo  and 
is  much  used  in  those  regions  in  religious  and  other  ceremonies  for 
incense.  It  comes,  however,  very  little  into  the  trade,  because  the 
demand  in  Eastern  Asia  is  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  produc- 
tion and  therefore  we  may  leave  it  out  of  account.  When  we 
speak  of  camphor  in  these  pages  it  must  be  understood  that  we 
refer  to  the  produce  of  the  Camphora  oficinalis.  It  should  be 
mentioned  however  that  the  Baros  Camphor  fetches  eighty  times 
as  high  a  price  in  the  Chinese  market  as  the  product  obtained  from' 
the  Gunphor  tree. 
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WJience  is  Camphor  obtained  ?  The  chief  conDtries  in  which 
it  is  produced  are  China  and  Japan.  In  Japan,  it  is  found  chiefly 
io  the  hill  country  on  the  sea  coast  southwards  from  the  30th  de^ee 
of  North  Latitude  up  to  the  Island  of  Kinshin  and  8hikoku  where 
the  Camphor  tree  (Kusu-no-ki  in  Japanese,)  adorns  the  evergreen 
subtropical  forests.  In  China  it  is  produced  in  the  Central  closed 
region,  especially  in  the  middle  provinces  whence  the  Camphor 
Wood  chests  so  much  in  use  in  those  regions  are  obtained,  but  the 
Camphor  itself  is  hardly  produced  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  able 
to  come  into  foreign  trade.  The  island  of  Formosa,  on  the  other 
hand,  which  is  separated  by  the  straits  of  Fokien  from  the  continent 
and  lies  south  of  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  and  measures  38,803  square 
kilometers,  is  the  chief  country  of  the  production  and  export  of 
Camphor.  Formosa  is  counted  politically  as  a  part  of  the  Chinese 
Province  of  Fokien  which  lies  opposite  it,  although  the  Western 
side  of  the  island  has  been  practically  taken  away  from  the  Chinese 
on  account  of  the  long  continued  fight  with  the  aborigines, 
which  is  still  going  on.  The  island  is  divided  into  halves  through 
one  of  its  lengths  by  the  Ta  Chan  mountains  which  run  from  North 
to  South.  The  western  half  inclines  to  the  sea  in  terrace-like  slopes, 
and  this  gives  the  name  to  the  chief  town  Taudan,  while  on  the 
eastern  side,  the  mountains  run  done  to  the  sea  in  steep  rocks 
washed  by  the  waves  of  the  ocean.  On  the  western  side,  the  men 
of  the  long  pigtail  have  since  they  arrived  from  China,  two  cen- 
turies ago,  established  themselves  and  driven  back  the  wild  races  and 
the  primeval  forest.  On  broad  areas  the  rice  fields  cultivated  and 
watered  with  painful  care  are  seen  extending  themselves  and  more 
lately  the  culture  of  the  tea  plant  also  at  the  cost  of  the  primeval 
forest  has  made  such  progress  that  for  some  time  past  a  large 
colony  of  Europeans  has  established  itself  in  Twatutia,  the  chief 
shipping  port,  for  the  purposes  of  tea  tasting  and  purchasing  on 
favourable  terms  for  their  nouses  of  trade.  Next  to  the  tea  *hong' 
the  Camphor  *  hong '  plays  the  chief  part  in  Twatutia,  shewing 
the  value  of  the  export  trade  in  these  two  products.  To  this  place 
comes  the  camphor  down  from  the  mountains  ;  partly  by  water  on 
the  Tawsui  river;  partly  by  a  road  built  a  few  years  ago  by  English 
Engineers  for  the  Chinese  Government ;  and  partly  on  the  broad 
shoulders  of  sturdy  Chinese  called  '  coolies.' 

In  order  to  reach  the  place  of  production  of  the  Camphor, 
one  has  first  to  travel  by  road  for  many  miles  into  the  interior, 
then  partly  on  foot  by  narrow  foot  paths,  partly  in  sedan  chairs 
borne  by  coolies  in  country  fashion  up  to  the  higher  and  steeper 
mountain  passes,  where  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  has  to  be  fought 
out  with  greater  difficulties  and  where  the  aborigines  of  the  island, 
who  belong  to  the  Malay  race,  have  withstood  till  now  under  the 
shade  of  the  primeval  forest  the  further  advance  of  the  Mongolians^ 
The  Camphor  Tree  (^Camphora  oijicinalis  or  Laurua  Camphoray^ 
Here  in  the  luxuriant  verdure  of  the  countless  varieties  of  the 
vegetation  of  a  tropical  and  subtropical  forest,  we  can   recognize 
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among  the  many  varieties  of  ferns,  among  the  palms  and  tall  bam- 
boos, among  the  different  kinds  of  fir  and  the  thousand  other  known 
and  unknown  representatives  of  the  flora  of  the  country,  the  giants 
to  whom  those  lines  are  devoted, — the  Camphor  trees.  The  tree 
belongs  to  the  family  of  the  Lauraceoe  and  its  home  is  on  the  Eastern 
monsoon  region  where  it  is  found  from  the  9th  to  the  30th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  on  the  East  coat  of  Asia  and  its 
neighbouring  islands.  It  reaches  enormous  dimensions  and  is 
considered  in  Japan  as  the  king  of  broad  leaved  trees.  Thus 
Professor  Balz  of  Tokio  records  a  camphor  tree  having  72^  ft.  in 
circumference  at  breast  height  and  being  2,000  years  old.  Rein, 
too,  gives  in  his  excellent  work  on  Japan,  the  astonishing  dimen- 
sions of  this  tree  as  reaching  11^  metres  in  circumference  and  50 
metres  in  height. 

The  Camphor  tree  resembles  our  oak  in  its  whole  habit.  It 
has  the  same  mighty  stem,  with  often  a  rough  bole,  the  knotty 
branches  and  the  irregular  crown  which  besides  in  consequence 
of  the  thick  foliage  with  dark  green  leathery  leaves  is  almost  im- 
possible to  see  through.  The  interior  of  Formosa  is  still  to  be 
considered  as  among  the  richest  in  proportion  to  other  lands.  But 
in  the  continually  growing  trade  in  Camphor,  and  the  wasteful 
kind  and  methoci  of  its  exploitation,  the  stock  accumulated  in  many 
centuries  will  soon  be  exhausted  if  nature  does  not  in  her  tropical 
exuberance  of  vegetation  produce  suflScient  regrowth,  or  the 
Chinese  following  the  good  example  of  the  Japanese  begin  to  start 
a  proper  system  of  forestry. 

The  exploitation  of  the  Camphor.  Here  in  the  centre  of  the 
island,  the  camphor  trees  are  felled  in  the  management  of  the 
primeval  forest,  when  they  have  3  to  4  feet  in  diameter.  The 
upper  part  of  the  bole,  which  gives  but  little  camphor,  generally 
remains  lying  worthless  if  it  falls  in  a  place  which  is  not  favourable 
for  being  taken  to  market,  partly  for  consumption  on  the  island 
itseli,  partly  for  export.  The  rootstock,  however,  and  especially  the 
the  roots  which  contain  much  camphor  are  cut  with  specially 
formed  axes  (fig.  1)  into  pieces  about  two  centimetres  long,  called 
'  chips '  (fi^.  2).  These  are  then  placed  in  one  of  the  nearest 
camphor  stills  which  are  erected  in  the  forest  itself  and  set  up  in 
various  places  in  the  island,  (fig.  3)  with  hot  water  boilers  through 
which  the  camphor  is  extracted  from  the  wood  and  precipitated  in 
converted  earthen  pots  fig.  3a).  In  Japan,  the  camphor  stills  work 
more  cleanly  and  the  steam  is  led  sideways  through  a  hollow 
bamboo  into  a  condensing  apparatus,  over  which  water  is  led 
constantly  in  order  to  cool  it  and  which  at  the  same  time   affords  a 

food  means  of  confinement  against  the  escape  of  steam.  But  in 
ormosa  also,  stills  are  worked  for  which  the  Chinese  Government 
demands  monthly  a  licence  tax  of  one  Mexican  dollar  (3«)  and 
these  make  a  better  distilling  apparatus  and  economize  material. 
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After  the  cainphor  has  been  precipitated  on  the  walls  of  the 
pot  it  is  scraped  off  and  brought  in  leaf  baskets  to  the  *  hong '  of 
the  camphor  merchant.  In  this  conditon  it  still  contains  mnch  oil 
of  camphor  and  thus  it  comes  into  export,  and  possibly  in  order  to 
economize  weight  and  volame,  means  has  lately  been  sought  for 
separating  the  oil  from  the  camphor  in  presses  brought  from 
Europe.  After  this  procedure  has  been  gone  through  in  the  'hong,* 
the  camphor  is  usually  packed  in  lead-lined  chests  and  goe?  on  its 
journey  to  different  quarters.  This  raw  camphor  is  sublimed  a^ain 
m  Europe  and  America,  and  comes  out,  then  in  the  form  of  snell 
shaped  colourless  transparent  pieces  of  a  granular  crytalline 
structure  suitable  for  the  retail  trade. 

What  is  Camphor  used  for  ?  The  best  known  use  of  camphor 
is  still,  as  already  explained,  that  of  the  protection  of  furs.  For 
this  reason  also,  in  Eastern  Asia,  where  furs  are  much  worn,  chests 
made  of  camphor  tree  wood  are  much  in  request.  It  is  also  much 
used  in  medicine  for  many  purposes,  and  the  fabrication  of  camphor 
oil,  camphor  spirits  and  camphoi^  wine,  absorbs  a  noteable  percentage 
of  the  quantity  imported,  in  industries,  it  serves  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  blasting  gelatine  and  celluloid  which  latter  nowadays  is 
employed  so  much  for  making  billiard  balls,  stick  tops,  combs» 
knife  handles,  &c.,  and  for  the  imitation  of  ebony  and  malachite,  as 
well  as  for  the  various  kinds  of  smokeless  powder. 

Export  of  Camphor  from  Japan  and  China, — ^The  following 
statistics,  shew  the  great  importance  of  the  camphor  trade  in 
Japan  and  China  (Formosa),  of  late  years.  They  are  chiefly 
obtained  from  the  *  B^sum6  Statistique  de  FEmpire  du  Japon^ 
and  the  '  Statistical  series  of  the  imperial  maritime  customs  in 
China.' 

Export  of  unrefined  Oampl^or  from  Japan. 


1886, 

32,696    cwt.          valued  at          £ 

193,957 

1887, 

38,874      „ 

236,294 

1888, 

27,338      „ 

212,738 

1889, 

29.825      „ 

290,796 

1890, 

26,782       „ 
Export  of  raw  Camphor  from  Formosa. 

403,786 

1889, 

2,521              „            „        „        „ 

11,897 

1890, 

4,389              „            „        „        „ 

34,939 

1891, 

11,192              „            „        „        „ 

89,499 

1892, 

10,486              „            „        „        „ 
Import  of  Camphor  into    Germany. 

1886,  owt                3,989 

1887,  „               6,468 

1888,  „                7,943 

1889,  „               7,070 

1890,  „               7,298 

1891,  „             11,444 

83,395 
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while  the  value  of  100  kilogrammes  (2*4:  cwt)  was  £14  in  1890 
and  £15  in  1891.  So  that  &f  late  years  the  value  alone  of  the 
raw  camphor  imported  from  Germany  reached  £156,660,  a  sum 
which  to  take  a  forest  comparison,  surpasses  half  the  revenue  of 
the  Wurtemberg  state  forests. 

(Translated  from  an  Article  in  the  ^ Foratlich  Natnrfjoissen- 
tehaftliche  Leitschrift '  for  August  1893^  hy  B,  R,  Freiherr  von 
Henrman). 


XX  -0OJE%:E%S]S£>O3SrZ>JQIT0SS. 


Tea-box  Woods. 

Sib, 

Referring  to  Mr.  Thurston's  note  on  Indian  Woods  for  tea* 
boxes,  published  in  an  appendix  to  the  '  Indian  Forester '  of  Ko- 
vember  1892,  and  to  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  written  by 
Mr.  Hope,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  last,  I  should  like  to 
put  forward  the  following  remarks  upon  the  subject  in  question : — 

My  experience  has  been  gathered  wholly  from  the  Darjeeling 
Tea  District,  and  though  writing  this  letter  from  the  Ohittagong 
Hill  Tracts,  I  am  certain  that  the  views  put  forward  by  me  wiU 
have  the  concurrence  of  some,  at  least,  of  the  leading  planters  of 
that   district. 

Mr.  Hope  in  his  letter  assumes  that  Semul  wood  {Bomhax 
Malabaricum,)  is  more  or  less  a  kind  well  suited  for  tea-box 
purposes  ;  as  far  as  the  Darjeeling  district  is  concerned,  that  is 
certainly  not  the  case,  for  the  Semul  wood  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  worst  possible  to  be  so  utilized,  unless  the  planks  have 
been  cut  from  very  old  and  large  trees  ;  it  having  the  reputation 
of  getting  worm  eaten  before  its  arrival  at  the  European  mar- 
kets ;  and  I  have  been  told  that  brokers  in  Calcutta  would  give 
a  higher  rate  for  teas  packed  in  Toon  ( Cedrela  Toona^  boxes  than 
they  would  for  those  packed  in   Semul. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  answer  Mr.  Hope's  question,  as  most 
of  them  refer  to  the  Dehra  Dun  district ;  but  the  following  will 
help  to  explain  the  reason  why  the  so  called  'Japan  boxes '  or 
'Shocks  '   are  preferred  to  those  made  from  Indian   timber. — 
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WLen  a  manager  wishes  to  cut  his  tea  boxes  from  forest 
trees,  he  arranges,  as  a  rule,  to  have  it  done  by  contract,  which 
is  generally  given  to  one  of  his  sirdars.  This  sirdar  to  execute  his 
contract,  has  to  call  on  outside  coolies  to  help  him  :  now  to  pro- 
cure tliese  he  has  to  make  heavy  advances,  which  the  manager 
has   to  give   to  the   sirdar  from   the  Tea-concern, 

It  may  happen  that  the  outside  cutters  and  sawyers  get  ill, 
or  discontented,  and  run  away  with  these  same  advances  thus 
creating  a  loss  to  the  concern,  for  they  are  too  cunning  to  allow 
themselves  to  be* caught  and  prosecuted.  Even  if  such  be  not  the 
case^  one  cannot  depend  upon  the  sirdars  to  finish  the  contract 
within  the  limited  time  ;  then  imagine  the  anxiety  of  the  manager 
for  he  would  be  in  a  '  fix '  (to  use  an  Americanism),  if  his  box 
planking  were  not  in  before   the  rains   broke. 

Further,  when  the  planking  is  cut  up,  it  usually  takes  the 
shape  of  10  in.  by  1  in.  pknks;  these  are  stacked  in  the  factory,  and 
so  as  not  to  have  too  much  room  occupied  by  empty  boxes, 
these  planks  are  cut  up  and  fashioned  as  they  are  wanted.  Now 
compare  the  difference  in  the  room  wanted  by  the  carpenters 
when  cutting  up  and  putting  together  boxes  made  from  such 
planks,  and  that  required  to  put  together  boxes  whose  tops, 
bottoms,  and  sides,  have  already  been  fashioned. 

No  wonder  then  that  planters  are  willing  to  pay  an  anna  or 
two  extra  for  the  'shocks '  I  for  he  only  has  to  give  an  order» 
and  his  responsibility  and  risk  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Now  my  opinion  is  ;  that  the  forest  Department  should  arrange 
to  have  planks  cut  into  shapes  suitable  for  tea-box-making  ;  that 
these  shapes  should   be  procurable   from  any   central  depot. 

It  would  be  useless  to  try  any  experiment  of  this  kind 
without  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  planters  concerned; 
to  procure  this,  the  various  Tea  Associations  should  be  addressed 
asking  them  for  their  co-operation,  and  at  the  same  time  request, 
ing  them  to  name  any  local  trees  that  may  be  fit  and  suitable 
for  box  planking  and  which  they  would  be  prepared  to  try,  a 
this  Department  could  manage  to  cut  and  shape  the  wood  at  if 
fairly,  cheap  and    profitable  rate. 

W.   H.  L. 


Legal  duty  of  Assistance  and   Information. 

Dear  Sib, 

I  do  not  know  whether  remarks  on  a  legal  question  appearing 
in  your  September  number,  and  sent  out  from  England  so  as  to  reach 
you  (I  suppose)  in  November,  will  be  of  much  use  ;  but  in  case  it 
may  be,  I  will  proceed  to  note  that  Sec.  78  of  the  Indian  Forest 
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Acts,  unquestionably  is  a  law  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  and  it 
imposes  on  the  particnlar  class  of  persons  therein  enumerated 
the  legal  duty  of  giving  information  as  to  (fulfilled)  commission  of 
any  forest  offence,  or  the  intention  to  commit  one.  Forest  Offence 
is  defined  to  mean  an  offence  punishable  under  the  Act  or  Rules 
made  pursuant  to  it. 

There  is  no  special  penalty  attached  to  Sec.  78,  because,  when 
^  person  becomes  legally  bound  (by  any  law)  and  neglects  the 
obligation,  he  becomes  liable  to  the  provisions  of  the  Indian  Penal 
Code.  This  Act  provides  several  sections  on  the  subject,  vi%, 
176  and  177,202  and  203,  and  187.  These  are  general  in  terms  and 
occur  in  chapters  dealing  with  offences  against  the  authority  of  (all 
classes  of)  "  rublic  Servants  "  (vide  definition  Sec.  21,)  and  against 
Eividence  and  Public  Justice.  It  passes  my  comprehension  to 
understand  how  any  Court  or  other  person  could  doubt  that 
a  person  infringing  Sec.  78  of  the  F.  Act  (when  cleaily  brought 
home  to  him  ;•  this  may  be  difficult  to  prove  but  it  is  a  question  of 
fact,  that  he  was  called  on  to  assist  and  refused,  or  that  he  possesed 
the  information  and  did  not  give  it)  is  liable  under  one  or  other  of 
the  above  sections,  I.  P.  C.  It  is  because  he  is  obviously  so  liable, 
^bat  no  penalty  was  added  in  the  Forest  Act 

It  will  be  observed  that  Section  187  (the  only  one  quoted  by 
jrour  correspondent)  applies  in  case  it  is  a  matter  of  omi«ssion  to 
OMsisty  under  the  1st  portion  of  the  Section  if  it  refers  to  general 
iissistance,  where  demandable  by  law  ;  under  the  2nd  portion,  if 
the  assistance  was  to  prevent  an  offence  (t.  e.  any  offence  whatever 
by  definition.  Sec.  40,  ch.  2). 

If  it  is  an  omission  to  inform,  then  the  Ist  part  of  Sec.  176 
clearly  applies  in  all  cases  ;  and  the  second  part  in  some.  The 
diUy  as  defined  in  the  Forest  Act  is  to  report  all  foreit 
q^4^7?c^«;  and  that  of  course  comes  within  the  obligation  to  furnish 
•  any  information  '  the  breach  of  which  Sec.  176  (1st  part; 
punishes.  If  it  was  intended  to  apply  the  2nd  part  and  its  larger 
penjilty,  it  must  fuither  be  shown  that  the  information  omitted 
related  not  only  to  a  forest  offence  but  to  one  of  the  graver  kind 
which  carries  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  six  months  prison  (with 
or  without  force),  for  the  further  condition  is  require*  1  by  the 
terms  of  Sec.  176  (part  2nd,)  the  *  offence  '  there  alluded  to  being 
(by  definition  Sec.  40  clause  2,)  one  of  the  grave  ones  described. 
Practically,  the  Forest  Officer  would  not  want  to  complain  of 
neglect  to  inform  about  the  intention  to  commit  a  forest  offence 
nnless  it  was  of  a  serious  kind  ;  if  (  under  special  circumstances)  he 
did,  he  would  have  to  proceed  under  the  1st  part  of  Sec.  176;  be- 
cause that  includes  any  legally  required  information  on  any 
subject. 

I  may  remark  that  Sec.  276  is  followed  by  177  the  first  relat- 
ing to  omitting  information,  the  second  to  giving  false  information. 
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It  is  also  worth  while  to  add,  that  the  Code  has  given  another  pair 
of  Sections  202,  203,  (distinguished  by  the  same  feature)  ;  and  the 
reader  will  at  first  be  inclined  to  suppose,  that  Sees.  202  and  2n3  are 
mere  repetitions  of  Sees.  176  and  177,  the  difference  is  not  very 
great,  but  the  pair  176  and  177  refer  to  intention  to  commit,  and  the 
other  to  offences  actually  committed.  They  might  have  been 
clubbed  together  but  then  Sec.  176  also  includes  an^  information 
(not  necessarily  connected  with  offences — such  as  news  that  a  forest 
is  on  fire  by  accident,)  and  so  it  was  thought  that  it  would  conduce 
to  clearness  to  have  a  separation. 

An  offence  against  Sees.  1 87  and  176,  or  202  I.  P.  C.  could  not 
be  compounded  under  Sec.  67  of  the  Forest  Act ;  an  offence  solely 
punishaole  under  the  General  Law  (I.  P.  C.,)  is  not  within  its 
meaning.  As  these  sort  of  matters  are  alwavs  easier  to  under- 
stand and  to  remember  by  aid  of  a  sort  analytical  diagram,  let 
me  conclude  by  giving  you   one. 


(A)  OmUsion  to  Assist 

(when  bound  by  law  e.g, 
860.  78, 1.  F.  A.  or  other 
law) 


[a)  any  aatiatance  demandable  by         I.  P.  C. 
law  aec.  187 

let  portion. 

{b)  apecial  assistance  to  prevent  an  187 

offence,  which  means  (by  defi-    2nd  portion, 
nition)  any  offence  whatever. 


(H)  Oinission  to  iNroBM . 
Do.  Do. 


(1)  regarding  any  subject  required  176 

by  law— may  be  about  offences    (1st  portion,  y 
or  otherwise. 

(2)  regarding  an   offence  intended  176 

(i.0. )  an  offence  under  I.  P.  Code    2nd  portion^ 
or  under  special  law  if  of  the 
g^raver  class  (this  by    defini- 
tion.) 

(3)  regardiuflr  an  offence  actually 

committed 

(te.  offence  as  in  (2).  202 


[In  either  case  if  instead  of  omission,  it  is  giving  false  in- 
formation, the  iSecs.  become  177  and  203  respectively  ;  and  in  the 
case  of  203  (only)  the  meaning  of  *"  offence ,  is  enlarged  to  include 
any  offence  whatever.] 


B.  H.  B.  P. 
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A  Tour  Id  Jaunsar, 

Deab  Mb.  Editor, 

I  wish  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  notes  which  appear  under 
this  title  in  the  July  and  August  numbers  of  the  Indian  Forester. 

In  treating  of  deodar  plantations  the  writer  fails  to  notice  the 
very  important  question  of  the  age  of  the  transplants  used.  I  hope 
he  will  supply  this  omission  some  time,  for  the  generally  unsatis- 
factory results  obtained  in  the  various  attempts  made  in  Jaunsar  to 
propagate  deodar  by  planting,  have  been  due  in  my  opinion,  to 
the  transplants  having  been  put  out  too  young.     In  my  working- 

Elan  for  the  Mundali  forests  (I  speak  from  memory),  I  have  shown 
ow  much  greater  success  was  obtained  with  deodar  planting  in 
the  Ranikhet  and  Naini  Tal  Forests,  simply  because  large  trans- 
plants were  used.  The  deodar  seedling,  even  when  put  out  at  the 
age  of  5-6  years,  displays  great  vitality  and  recovers  easily  and 
rapidly  from  the  mutilation  of  its  roots  inevitable  in  all  transplant- 
ing operations. 

But  we  need  not  go  outside  of  Jaunsar  to  prove  the  advantage 
that  large  deodar  transplants  have  over  small  ones.  Indeed  we  need 
not  go  farther  than  tlie  plantation  in  the  Lurli  Block  just 
below  the  hospital,  which  is  described  in  the  notes.  An  examination 
of  this  plantation  will  show  now  much  larger  and  more  vigorous 
the  seedlings  are  which  were  put  out  in  filling  up  vacancies,  but 
which  are  nevertheless  of  the  same  age  as  those  surviving  from 
those  originally  planted  out.  I  pointed  out  this  to  the  Divisional 
Officer  when  I  conducted  the  Forest   School  tour   in    1890. 

He  seemed  convinced,  and  at  any  rate,  if  I  remember 
correctly,  expressed  his  intention,  in  a  Report  which  I  have 
recently  read,  of  in  future  using  only  transplants  of  a  certain  age. 
I  consequently  felt  no  little  surprise  at  reading  on  page  242  of 
the  Indian  Forester  that  plants  only  two  years  old  are  considered 
as  *'  ready  to  be  put  out  into  the  forest. " 

When  one  compares  in  Jaunsar  the  size  and  vigour  of  the- 
seedlings  left  standing  in  the  nurseries  with  those  of  their  com- 
panions put  out  into  the  torest,  one  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the 
difference.  Such  should  not,  however,  be  the  case,  seeing  the 
marvellous  recuperative  powers  of  deodar  transplants,  and  it 
becomes  at  once  clear  that,  as  a  general  rule  in  Jaunsar,  the  trans- 
plants have  been  used  far  too  young. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  proved  in  the  wrong,  but  the  conclusion 
I  have  come  to  is  based  on  close  observation  and  special  attention 
given  to  the  subject  during  a  period  of  ten  years. 

To  settle  the  question  once  for  all  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties,  the  School  Circle  Officers  should  establish  a  series  of 
experiments,  employing  transplants  of  various  ages  under,  in. 
other  respects,  similar  or  identical  conditions.  The  results  of 
such  experiments  will  not  of   course   begin   to  show  themselves 
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for  the  next  ten  years  at  least ;  bnt  in  the  meantime  our  coUeaguee 
in  the  Punjab  and  in  the  Central  Circle  of  the  North- Western 
Provinces  will  no  doubt  give  us,  in  the  pages  of  the  Journal^ 
ihe  benefit  of  their  experience  in  connection  with  deodar  planting 
in  their  respective  charges,  and  the  Forest  School  has  unrivalled 
opportunities  of  studying  the  question  in  the  numerous  small 
plantations  in  Jaunsar. 

What  I  have  said  in  respect  of  the  deodar  is  true  also  in 
respect  of  Pinus  longi/olia^  and  will  in  all  probability  be  found  to 
hold 'true  in  the  case  of  the  blue  pine  as  well.  The  difference  of 
results,  in  Pinus  longifolia  plantations,  when  small  seedlings  are 
used  and  when  large  ones,  from  18  to  30  inches  high,  are  em^oyed 
is  strikingly  in  favour  of  the  latter,  not  only  as  regards  the  per- 
centage of  success,  but  also  on  the  score  of  vigour  and  rapidity  of 
growtn.  And  as  for  the  blue  pine  all  attempts  made  to  propagate 
it  in  Jaunsar  have  been  admitted  failures,  the  reason,  in  my 
opinion,  being  that  such  attempts  have  been  limited  either  to 
direct  sowings  or  to  planting  out  small  seedlings,  which  in  the  veir 
nature  of  things  possess  too  little  vitality  to  survive  in  any  appreci- 
able numbers. 

Another  point  in  the  paper  I  would  notice  is  the  incredible 
statement  contained  in  the  foUowing  sentence  regarding  the  reason 
for  the  appearance  of  self-sown  blue  pine  seedlings  on  slopes  on 
which  no  parent  trees  are  known  to  exist : — "  It  is  possible 
that  the  seed  may  have  been  blown  across  the  valley  from  the 
heights  of  Matkangra,  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles  in  a  straight 
line  "  I  The  note  of  interjection  is  mine.  It  is  curious  how  this 
impossible  wind  theory  suddenly  found  admittance  into  printed 
reports  above  the  signature  of  a  very  high  placed  officer  about  a 
score  of  years  ago  and  has  enjoyed  currencv  ever  since.  A  tornado 
would  be  mere  child's  play  to  the  wind  that  could  blow  blue  pine 
seeds,  winged  though  they  are,  three  miles  across  a  valley  several 
thousands  of  feet  deep.  The  agency  of  birds  is  quite  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  appearance  of  the  seedlings  in  question.  I  have 
seen  the  Jungle  crow  (Corvus  maerorhynchtui)  in  flocks  of  over 
thirty  birds  picking  out  seeds  from  spruce  fir  cones,  and  on  being 
disturbed,  making  off  with  the  cones  in  their  bills  and  flying  across 
to  the  opposite  hul  side.  One  one  occasion  I  happened  to  be  break- 
fasting off  cold  chicken  on  a  spur  overlooking  a  broad  valley.  A 
orow  of  this  species  watched  me  eating,  and  as  he  picked  up  each 
bone  he  flew  off  with  it  to  the  opposite  hill-side  nearly  a  mile  off 
where  he  finished  it  He  returned  for  his  next  bone  m  less  than 
six  minutes.  I  quote  the  above  instances  to  show  how  this 
peculiar  habit  of  a  single  species  of  bird  is  sufficient  to  explain  the 
occurrence  of  young  blue  pines  on  slopes  bearing  no  parent  trees 
on  the  heights  above.  But  besides  the  crow,  we  nave  the  various 
pheasants  and  the  Himalayan  nutcracker  (Nueifraga  henMpUa}^ 
and  no  doubt  other  birds  also,  to  account  for  the  phenomenon. 

E.  B.  FERNANDEZ. 
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Tbs  Dew  draft  Rales  regarding  Settlement  ai)d  the 
positions  of  f^evenae  and  Forest  Officers. 

I%e  following  Draft  rules  regarding  the  settlement  and  manage^ 
ment  of  land  taken  up  under  the  India  Forest  Aety  and  regulating 
the  position  of  Revenue  and  Forest  Officers  in  regard  to  the 
administration  of  suoh  land,  have  been  circulated  hy  the  Oovem^^ 
ment  of  India  for  opinion  and  as  they  contain  much  of  consider^ 
able  importance  to  Forest  Officers,  %oe  consider  it  right  to  reproduce 
them  in  our  pages. 

Part  A.— Prkamblb. 

1.  It  is  important  that  all  lands  in  which  Government  hold 
or  claim  a  complete  or  material  proprietary  interest,  which  have 
not  been  formally  demarcated  and  settled,  and  which  are  consider- 
ed snitable  for  timber  forest,  fuel  and  fodder  plantations,  grazing 
reserves  and  the  like,  should  be  demarcated,  ana  the  rights  therein 
definitely  settled  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

2.  The  settlement  of  such  lands  need  not  be  immediately 
followed  by  the  constitution  of  timber  forest,  plantations  or  grazing 
reserves.  They  can,  until  required  for  these  objects,  be  utiliz^ 
for  any  purpose.  What  is  required  is  that  they  should  be  record- 
ed and  settled  as  Government  property,  available  for  any  of  the 
objects  above  described. 

8.  Although  it  is  not  contemplated  by  the  Forest  Act  that 
lands  primarily  destined  for  agricultural  purposes  should  be  brought 
under  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  lands 
settled  unaer  the  Act  being  utilized  for  agriculture,  whether  they 
remain  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  or  are  disforested. 

4.  In  the  Act  there  is  no  definition  of  *  forest.'  As  in  Scot- 
«  Chapter  II  of  the  Banna  Forest  Act,  1881.  ^^^^j  the  term  may  be 
Chapter  II   of   the  Upper    Burma    Forest     applied  to  land  absolutely 

"iSiS^ilTth.  M-lTM  Fo«rt  Act.  1882.      ^^f^^,  of  trees  Acconf- 

Chapter  II  of  the  Aaaam  Forest  BagnlatioB,  ^^^7  ^^ds  taken  up 
1891.  under  Chapter*  II  of  the 

Chapter  II  of  the  Berar  Forest  Uw,  1886.  Indian    Forest  Aof      VTT 

Chapter  n  of  the  British  BalachUtan  Forest       ?,q^«  j    ,^?^.  \H 

RepiU  tion,  1890.  ^^  ^^78,   and   technically 

Action  3  et  stq.  of  the  Ajmere  Forest  Regu-     constitutcni  '*  reserved 

^■***«'^^*-  forest,"  are   not   required 

under  that  or  any  other  law  to  be  planted  with  trees,  or  to  be 
maintained  for  the  growth  trees. 

5.  As  lands  taken  up  under  the  Forest  Act  may  be  utilized  for 
cultivation,  grazing,  or  any  other  purpose,  so  they  may  be  placed 
under  any  management,  whether  (as  in  the  case  of  cultivated  forest 
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land  or  grazing  areas  in  some  proyinces)  that  of  Beyenue  oflEicers, 
or  (as  in  the  case  of  certain  horse-mns,  grass-forms,  &c.)  that  of 
the  Military  Department,  or  (as  in  the  case  of  forests  proper,  or  of 
areas  in  which  grazing  or  fael  and  fodder  reserves  require  special 
management  and  protection)  that  of  the  Forest  Department 

Part  B. — Gbksral  Rules. 

I. — All  waste  land  considered  suitable  for  timber  forest,  fael 
and  fodder  plantations,  grazing  reserves  and  the  like  (1)  which  is 
the  property  of  Government,  or  (2)  over  which  the  Government 
has  proprietary  rights  and  wherein  the  rights  of  the  Government 
and  of  persons  other  than  the  Government  have  not  been  precisely 
determined  and  recorded,  shall  be  taken  np,  dealt  with,  ana  settled 
under  the  provisioDS  of  Chapter  II  of  the  Indian  Forest  Act. 

II. — Lands  so  settled  will  be  classed  under  one  or  more  of  the 
following  heads : — 

(i)     Agricultural  lands. 

(ii)   Forests  proper. 

(iii)  Fuel  and  fodder  reserves. 

(iv)  Pasture  lands. 

(v)    Any  combination  of  (ii),  (iii),  and  (iv). 

(vi)  Special  purposes  (e.ff.,  horse-runs). 

III. — The  Collector  shall  after  consulting  the  District  Forest 
Officer  and  the  Conservator  of  Forests,  submit  for  the  orders  of  the 
Local  Government,  through  the  usual  channel,  proposals  indicating 
for  which  of  the  purposes  enumerated  in  Rule  II  it  is  intended  to 
maintain  the  areas,  when  settled,  whether  in  whole  or  in  part. 

IV. — ^The  Local  Government  will  when  issuing  orders  on  the 
proposals  of  the  Collector,  or  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter,  deter- 
mine the  agency  under  which  each  classified  area  shall  be  adminis- 
tered ;  but  it  may  from  time  to  time  change  such  agency. 

V. — ^The  Collector  shall  be  responsible  that  all  Government 
lands  within  his  district  are  brought  under  settlement. 

VI. — He  shall  submit  annually  to  the  Land  Revenue  authori* 
ties  by  whom  he  is  controlled,  for  the  orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment, a  schedule  of  unsettled  lands  with  proposals  for  their  settle- 
ment. 

VII. — Lands  brought  under  the  Act  and  classed  under  Rule 
II  (i)  may,  when  required  for  agricultural  purposes,  either  be 
retained  under  the  operation  of  the  Forest  law  or  be  disforested. 

VIII. — If  in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Government  they 
*  Section  29  of  the  Burma  Forest  Act,  188L  should  be  excluded,  the 
Section  27  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Regu-      previous   sanction   of    the 

Section  24  of  the  Madras  Forest  Act.  18S2.       Governor  Generalin  Coun- 

Sec.tion  2S  of  the  Assam  Furest  Regulation,      cil  must,  under  section*  26- 

^H}\-     ^^   t.u  Ti^      v«^*T  «   iflftii         of  the  Indian  Forest  Act, 

Section  11  of  the  Berar  l«orest  Law,  1886.  ,        ux  •      j  x    xi.  •  i«. 

Section  10  of  the  British  Baluchistan  Forest      be  Obtamed  to  their  ezcln- 
B«gttlation,  1890.  sion. 
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IX. — ^The  Collector  shall  be  responsible  that  the  records  of 
each  settlement  in  his  district  are  complete,  and  that  they  contain 
the  following  entries  ; — 

(a)  A  correct  boundary  register. 

.     t  Section  13  of  the  Burma  Forest  Act,  1881.  .  (*)    Private  rights  ad- 

Section  11  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Regu-     mitted  and  settled   under 

lation  1887.   ^.^^      i,  „*  a^  ,oo«  section     13  f   et  sea.   of 

Section  11  of  the  Madras  Forest  Act,  1882.  .,       i-,.         -L         ,    ^  a    ± 

Section  11  of  the  Aesam  Forest  Regulation,  t^©  Indian    l<orest     Act, 

1891.  with  such  remarks  re- 
Section  10  of  the  Berar  Foi^rt  Uw.  1886.  garding  their  limitation, 
Section  9  of  the  British  Baluchistan  Regula-  ^  ^   . .  j         . .      ' 

tion,  1890.  commutation  and  extmc- 

Section  4  of  the  Ajmere  Forest  Regulation,  tion     as     the    case     may 

^^**  require. 

(c)    Rights  granted  by   the  Local  Government  under 

J  Section  22  of  the  Burma  Forest  Act  1881.  section  22+  of  the  Indian 

uKT88l!      ^^^     "'~      ""^    ^^"  Forest    Act,    with     the 

Section  18  of  the  Madras  Forest  Act,  1882.  necessary    particulars    as 

'  wlr**^'^  ^^  ^'  ^^^  Assam  Forest  Regulation,  regards    duration,      limi- 

Section  6  of  the  Berar  Forest  Uw,  1886.  tation,   and  other    Condi- 

Section  6  of  the  British  Baluchistan  Forest  tions. 

Regulation,  1890. 

(d)  Temporary  concessions,  changeable  or  terminable 
•  Section  irr  (a)  of  t^e  Burma  Forest  Act,  1881.  at  the  will  of  the  Local 
Section  26  (6)  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  n^^^^^^^x    „  «  «  «  i.     j 

Regulation,  1887.  (iovemment,  granted 

Section  21  of  the  Madras  Forest  Act,  1882.  under      rules      made      by 

Seciion  26  {d)  of  the  Assam  Forest  Regula-      Government    under     sec- 

■«|v»|    I  fi0 1 

Section  10  {a)  of  the  Berar  Foreat  Law,  1886.      ^^^^    2^*    ^^    ^^®   Indian 
Section  9  (a)  of  the  British  Baluchistan  Forest     Forest  Act. 
Regulation,  1890. 

(e)  Standing   orders   issued  under  section  25  of  the  Indian 

Forest  Act  for  the  permission  of  certain   specific  acts. 

X. — The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  may  at  any  stage  of  the 
operations  submit  to  the  Collector  any  proposal  or  suggestion  re- 
lating to  the  classification  of  land  or  to  settlements. 

aL — ^The  Conservator  may  submit  to  the  Local  Government 
.(through  the  proper  channel)  a  report  on  the  settlements  in  his 
circle  or  in  any  particular  district. 

Xil. — ^In  determining  the  agency  under  Rule  IV,  considera* 
Circular  Resolution  Nc-^j^  (Agricultural),  tion  should  be  given  to  the 
dated  16th  July,  1891.  f&ct   that   the   forest    ad- 

ministration forms  an  integral  part  of  the  Revenue  system  of  the 
country  and  that  the  forest  stajBf  provides  the  most  convenient 
agency,  under  the  control  of  the  Revenue  authorities,  for  the  execu* 
tive  management  not  only  of  forests  proper  and  of  fodder  and  fuel 
reserves,  but  also  of  all  Government  lands  in  which  these  classes 
are  intermixed  with  pasture  lands,  as  well  as,  in  many  classes,  of 
pasture  lands  which  include  no  forests  proper. 
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XIII. — ^Every  settled  area  mast  be  managed  in  accordaace 
with  a  systematic  and  pre-considered  working-plan,  deviations 
from  which  shonld  take  place  only  nnder  proper  sanction. 

XIV. — ^The  scheme  of  management  of  each  settled  area  should, 
so  far  as  legal  and  political  conditions  permit^  be  based  on  all  faots 
and  influences  upon  which  the  most  rational  and  profitable  treat* 
ment  depends.  The  collection,  however,  of  the  necessary  data 
takes  time,  and  all  working-plans  will  therefore  at  present  be 
divided  into — 

(a)  Regular  working  plans — ^bised  on  an  efficient  and  metho- 
dical enquiry    and    consideration  of  all  existing  facts 
which  may  materially  influence  the  manner  of  treat- 
ment 
(h)  Provisional  working  plans — based   on  such  data  as  may 
be  available  or  can  be  collected  without  delay. 

XV. — The  regular  working-plans  must  aim  at  a  permanent 
treatment  of  the  settled  areas,  and  will  be  framed  on  a  general 
scheme,  which  must,  otherwise  than  in  exceptional  circumstances 
And  for  exceptional  reasons,  be  permanently  maintained :  provid- 
■ed  that  detailed  prescriptions  for  the  intermediate  treatment,  neces- 
sary to  bring  the  land  into  the  ultimate  and  permanent  condition 
Aimed  at,  may  be  made  for  such  limited  terms  of  years  as  may  be 
considered  necessary. 

Provisional  working-plans  (which  may  extend  for  one  or  more 
years)  are  only  intended  to  be  used  as  *  make-shifts'  until  sufficient 
data  have  been  collected  for  the  preparation  of  regular  working- 
plans. 

XVI. — ^The  Collector  will,  with  reference  to  Rule  IL,  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  preparation  of  working-plans  in  the  case  both  of 
lands  of  class  (i)  and  of  those  lands  in  classes  (ii),  (lii).  (iv),  and 
(v)  which  are  not  under  the  executive  management  of  the  Forest 
Department  In  the  case  of  lands  of  class  (vi),  the  appropriate 
-special  Department  is  responsible. 

Pabt  0. — Spboial  rules  relating  to  lands  under  the  bxb- 

OUTIVB  MANAGEMENT   OF  THE   FORBST   DbPARTMFNT, 

XVII, — ^The  following  rules  are  prescribed  for  the  prepara- 
Preparatlon  of  Working-plana.  tion  of  Working-Plans  : — 

(a)  The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  shall  submit  to  the  Col- 
lector, not  later  than  six  months  before  the  beginning 
of  the  forest  year,  a  report  containing  a  list  of  aU  areas 
imder  his  control.     He  shall  in  his  report — 

(1)  as  regards  those  areas  for  which  regular  working^plans 
are  in  operation^  shortly  state  what  works  will  be  carried 
out  under  the  prescriptions  of  such  plans  in  the  year 
following ; 

(2)  as  regards  areas  managed  according  to  provisional  toorkf 

tng-plansy  mention  what  works  are  provided  for  the 
ensuing  year ; 
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(S)  for  areai  for  which   n»  regular  or  provisional  toorking^ 
plans  are  provided  for  the  ensuing  year,  make  proposals, 
after  due  consideration  of  the   possibility  and  the  re- 
quirements of  each  area,  for  provisional  working-plans, 
which  shall  contain  his   recommendations   as  regards 
fire-protection,  closure  against  or  regulation  of  grazing, 
and  works  of  sylviculture,  forest  improvement  and  the 
like,  and  the  term  for  which  (i.e.,  whether  for  one  or 
more  years)  it  shall  be  in  operation. 
{h)  The  Divisional  Forest.  Officer  should,  either  when  he 
forwards  the  report  required  by  clause  (a)  of  this  Rule, 
or  at  any  other  convenient  opportunity,  submit  from 
time  to  time,  in  respect  to  any  areas  for  which  no  regular 
working-'plans  exists  provisional  proposals  for  the  pre- 
paration of  regular  working-plans,  stating  whether  he 
is  in  a  position  to  compile  the  plans  himself,  and  noting 
the  assistance  he  may  require  for  this  purpose,  or  re- 
commending that  the  work  should  be  undertaken  by 
special  agency. 
(c)  The   Collector  shall,  on  receipt  of  the  report  prescribed 
under  clause  (a)  above,  forward  without  delay  to  the 
Conservator  of  Forests  sections  (1)  and  (2)   thereof, 
indicating   the   works   to   be   undertaken   during   the 
following  year  under  the  provisions  of  existing  working- 
plans.     The  Collector  may  retain  section  (3)  for  con- 
sideration of  the  provisional  working-plan  with  special 
reference  to  the  satisfaction  of  rightholders  in   regard 
to   forest-produce ;  to   any    proposed    closure   against 
grazing  ;  to  the  withdrawal  of  privileges  which  Go- 
vernment may  have   conceded  ;  or  to  local   wants  in 
forest-produce  generally.     And  he  may,  if  he  considers 
such  plan  open  to  objection  in  any  ot  these  particulars, 
return  the  same  with  his  comments  to  the  officer  from 
whom  it  was  received,    for  alteration  in   accordance 
with  any  directions  he  may  make.     In  the  ©v©pt  of 
such   directions  being  considered  by    the    Divisional 
Forest   Officer  to  be  beyond  the  'possibility'  of  the 
forest  in    question,   i.e,,  to  be   incompatible  with  its 
maintenance  and  improvement,  the  case  will  be  referred 
to  the  Conservator  through  the  Collector.     If  the  Con- 
servator and  the  Collector,  after  such  consultation  as 
may  be  necessary,  are  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  treats 
ment  of  the  forest,  the  case  will  be  referred  to  higher 
authority,  and  if  necessary  to  Government, 
(rf)   Provisional  plans  approved  by   the  Collector   shall  be 
forwarded,   within  one  month  of  their  receipt,  to  the 
Conservator,  who  may,  if  he   concurs,  sanction   them. 
In  oases  where   the    Collector  and    the   Conservator 
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differ  in  regard  to  the  applicability  of  any  proviaion 
in  a  provisional  working-plan,  and  when  the  differ- 
ence cannot  be  removed  oy  mutual  references,  the 
question  shall  be  submitted  to  the  higher  Bevenue 
authority,  who  shall  endeavour  to  settle  it  with  the 
Conservator,  and,  if  unable  to  do  so,  lay  it  before 
Government  for  orders,  informing  the  Conservator 
that  he  has  done  so. 

(e)  The  Collector,  on  receiving  provisional  propoeals  for 

the  preparation  of  working-plans  under  clause  {b) 
of  this  rule,  shall  submit  them  with  his  comments  to 
the  higher  Revenue  authority,  who  will  forward 
them  to  the  Conservator  for  iurther   action. 

(f)  Except  as   provided    in  Rule  XVI,    the   Conservator 

is  responsible  that   regular    working-plans    are    pre- 

Jared  as  soon  as  possible  for  all  reserved  forests  in 
is  Circle.  He  may  either  take  the  initiative  in 
drawing  up  the  plans,  or  may  take  action  on  the 
provisional  proposals  submitted  by  the  divisional 
officers  as  above.  In  either  case  he  will  be  respon- 
sible for  the  soundness,  on  all  technical  points,  of 
the  provisions  of  the  working-plans,  and  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  are   framed. 

(gi)  Every  working-plan  shall,  after  it  has  been  framed 
or  scrutinized  by  the  Conservator,  be  finally  exa- 
mined by  the  Collector  with  special  reference  to  the 
satisfaction  of  right-holders  in  regard  to  forest  pro- 
duce ;  to  any  proposed  closure  against  grazing ;  to 
the  withdrawal  of  privileges  which  Qovemment  may 
have  conceded  ;  and  to  the  requirements  of  the  ad- 
jacent population  generally.  It  shall  then  be  sub- 
mitted, through  the  superior  Revenue  authority,  to 
the  Local  Government  for  sanction.  In  cases  where 
the  Collector  and  the  Conservator  differ  in  regard  to 
the  practicability  of  any  provision  in  a  working-phin, 
and  where  consultation  or  mutual  references  iau  to 
settle  the  question,  the  views  of  both  officers  shall 
be  submitted  to  Government  with  the  opinion  of  the 
superior  Revenue  authority. 

(A)  In  the  Bengal  Presidency,  all  regular  working-plans 
are  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  throu^  the 
lospector-General  of  Forests,  who  scrutinizes  them 
and  lays  them  before  Government  with  his    opinion. 

DevUtiom  from    Working  Plan..  ,  ,?^^P-~^^,^j*t®  ^ 

gulatigQ  of  unavoidable  or 

desirable  deviations   from  the  prescriptions  of  working-plans,  the 

following  rules  are  prescribed  : — 
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(a)  The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  is  responsible  that  pro- 

posals for  any  unavoidable  or  suggested  deviations 
from  sanctioned  working-plans  are,  as  soon  as  feasi- 
ble, reported  to  the  Collector,  so  that  the  necessary 
sanction  thereto  may  without  delay  be  given  by  him, 
or  may  be  obtained  from  competent  authority.  Par- 
ticulars of  such  sanction  shall  be  entered  in  the 
Control  books  prescribed  under  the  Forest   Code. 

(b)  The  Collector    may  sanction,   on  his    own    authority, 

any  deviations  from  working-plans,  regular  or  pro- 
visional, which  do  not  involve  either  utilization*  of 
forest  produce  in  excess  of  prescription,  or  diminution 
in  the  extent  of  forest  protected  from  fire,  or  of 
forest  closed  to  grazing  or  browsing.  Such  devia- 
tions require  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government. 
He  shall  report  to  the  Conservator,  for  information 
and  note,  any  sanction  which  he  has  given  under 
this  rule. 

(c)  The  Collector  shall  forward  any  such  proposals,  which 

it  is  not  within  his  own  power  to  sanction,  direct  to 
the  Conservator  if  the  interests  of  the  people  are 
not  materially  affected,  and  through  the  superior  Re- 
venue authority  to  the  Conservator  if  they  are  so 
affected. 
{d)  In  cases  where  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer  has  not, 
on  his  own  motion,  submitted  proposals  for  necessary 
or  desirable  deviations,  the  Collector  may,  if  he 
thinks  fit,  direct  him  to  submit  such  proposals. 

(e)  The  Conservator  shall  send  direct  to  Government,  for 

sanction,  all  proposals  for  deviations  from  regular 
working-plans  received  under  clause  (c)  of  this  Rule 
in  respect  to  which  he  agrees  with  the  Revenue 
authorities.  If  he  differs,  he  shall  forward  them 
through  the  Revenue  authorities  to  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment 

(f)  The  Conservator  shall  return,  with  his  opinion,  to  the 

Collector  all  proposals  for  deviations  from  provisional 
working-plans  received  direct  from  the  Collector 
under  clause  (c)  of  this  rule.  If  he  agrees  with  the 
Collector,  the  proposed  deviation  may  be  carried  out 
If  he  does  not  agree,  the  Collector  will  forward  the 
case  to  the  superior  Revenue  authority,  who,  if  ne- 
cessary, will  submit  it  for  the  orders  of  Government. 

*  Utilization  of  produce  in  any  one  year  over  and  above  the  preecription 
for  that  year  shall  not  be  considered  excess  atilization  if  it  is  oovered  by 
vnatUixed  balances  from  previous  years. 
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(g)  The  Conservator  shall  forward  to  the  Collector  all 
proposals  for  deviations  from  provisional  working- 
plans  received  through  the  superior  Revenue  autho- 
rity under  clause  (c).  If  the  Conservator  agrees  in 
the  proposals,  the  deviation  may  be  carried  out.  If 
he  does  not  agree,  the  Collector  will  resubmit  the 
case  to  the  superior  authority,  who  will,  if  necessary, 
submit  it  for  the  orders  of  Government 

(h)  Particulars  of  all  sanctioned  deviations  shall  be  entered 

in  ihe  Control  books  both  of  the    Divisional    Officer 

and  of  the  Conservator. 

p^      .  XIX — ^To    secure  the  protection    of 

forests,  the  following  rules  are  prescribed : — 

(a)  The  Conseivator  of  Forests  is  charged  with  the  general 

control  of  the  protection  of  the  forests  in  his  circle 
against  damage  by  man  or  beast  He  is  requiied  to 
suggest  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  make 
protection  efficient 

(b)  Tne  Collector,  or  other  Revenue  officer  in  independent 

charge  of  a  sub-division,  shall  be  responsible  that  the 
measures  ordered  for  the  protection  of  the  forests  in 
his  district  or  sub-division  are  efficiently  carried  out, 
and  that  the  subordinate  Revenue  and  police  officers  of 
all  grades  render  active  assistance.  He  shall  also  con- 
trol the  wjrking  of  the  punitive  sections  of  the  forest 
law,  and  prevent  any  further  interference  with  the 
people  than  is  necessarv  for  efficient  protection. 

(e)  The  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  under  the  orders  of  the 
CoUecter,  will  be  in  charge  of  all  works  necessary  to 
ensure  the  efficient  protection  of  the  forests. 

(d)  The  Range-Officer  is  primarily  responsible  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  forests  in  his  range,  but  is  also  bound  to 
render  general  assistance  in  the  protection  of  any  forest. 

{e)  The  Forest  Officer  in  charge  of  one   or  more  beats  is 

Erimarily  responsible  for  the  protection  of  forests  in 
is  charge,  but  has  also  te   render  general  assistance 
in  the  protection  of  any  forest. 

XX.— For  the  technical  management  of 

TechnioAlmwiagement.      forests,  the  following  rules  are  prescrib- 

ed  : — 

(a)  The  Conservator  of  Forests   shall  control  all  practical 

'working',  including   the    disposal  of  forest-produce 

within  the  prescriptions  of  a  working-plan.     For  this 

purpose  he  will  examine  the   control  forms.     If  he 

discovers   by   these   means   or    during    his  teurs    of 

inspection,   or    from   the    Divisional  Forest  Officer's 

journal,  any  deviation  for  which  sanction  has  not  been 

obtained,  he  shall  bring  the  matter  te  the  notice  of  the 

Collecter  for  necessary  action. 
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(b)  The  Collector  shall  not,  as  a  rale,  interfere  in  the 
technical  management  of  the  State  forests  in  his 
district,  but  shall  nevertheless  exercise  a  general  snper- 
yision,  and  may  address  the  Conservator  on  any  matters 
regarding,  and  suggest  any  change  in,  the  technical 
management. 

(<?)  The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  is  responsible  that  all 
works  of  sylviculture,  forest  improvement,  exploitation, 
&c.,  prescribed  by  regular  working-plans  or  annual 
plans-of-operations,  are  carried  out  completely  and  in 
a  workmanlike  manner  ;  that  all  orders  regarding  fire- 
protection,  closure  against  grazing,  &c.,  are  effected  in 
the  manner  and  to  the  extent  laid  down  in  the  working 
plans  and  plans-of-operations  ;  that  the  necessary  entries 
to  this  effect  are  made  in  the  Control  books  ;  and  that 
any  special  works,  not  specified  in  the  plan-of-opera- 
tions,  which  he  may  have  been  ordered  by  competent 
authority  to  carry  out,  are  carefully  executed. 

(d)  The  Ban^e-Offioer  is  in  direct  executive  charge  of  all 

works  of  sylviculture,  improvement,  exploitation,  and 
of  special  works  which  he  may  at  any  time  be  directed 
to  carry  out,  or  which  may  be  in  progress  in  his  range, 
either  under  the  prescriptions  of  working-plans,  or  un- 
der the  special  orders  of  the  Divisional  forest  Officer. 

(e)  The  Beat-Officer  is   charged  with   the   supervision   of 

works  of  sylviculture,  improvement  and  exploitation,  as 
well  as  of  any  special  works  which  he  may  have  been 
ordered  by  the  Range-Officer  to  carry  out 

XXI. — ^The  Conservator  shall  be  the 

^°"*^'  controlling  authority    in    all    matters    of 

finance  ;  and,  subject  to  the  rules  contained  in  the  Departmental 

Code,  he  may  address  the  Local  Government  direct  on  such  matters. 

OnmnizAt*         d  difloiD-  XXII. — As  regards  organization  and 

iineoT'wtobliQhments.  discipline  of  establishments,  the  following 

rules  are  prescribed  : — 

(a)  The  Conservator  shall  be  the  controlling  authority,  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  Local  Government,  in  all  mat- 
ters regarding  appointment,  promotion,  redaction  and 
dismissal  in  the  subordinate  branches  of  the  Forest 
Service  in  his  circle,  and  in  matters  of  departmental 
discipline,  and  may  address  the  Local  Government 
direct  on  all  such  matters. 

{b)  The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  in  charge  of  a  forest 
division  is  ex  officio  the  Assistant  to  the  Collector,  or, 
as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  Assistant  Collector  in 
charge  of  an  independent  revenue   sub-division. 
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XXIII. — ^The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  has,  subject  to^the 
provisions  of  the  Forest  Department  Code,  entire  control  of  the 
executive  and  subordinate  forest  staff  in  his  division. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  a  range  is,  as  a  rule,  directly  sub- 
ordinate to  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer  ;  but  the  Local  Gov* 
emment  may  direct  that  he  shall  in-  the  first  instance  be  sub- 
ordinate to  an  intermediate  officer. 

In  the  same  way,  the  officer  in  charge  of  a  boat  is  ordi- 
narily directly  subordinate  to  the  Range-Officer  ;  but,  in  cases 
where  the  range  is  exceptionally  extensive,  the  Beat-Officer  may^ 
under  the  orders  of  the  Conservator,  be  subordinate  in  the  first 
instance  to  an  intermediate   officer. 

Routine  and  Office  work.       ^  „  ^^^^-^^^    ^f  "^Tx?""  ^-  ^*'.'^*? 
shall  correspond  direct  with  the  Divisional 

Officer  and  issue  orders  to  him  on   the  following    subjects : — 

(a)  All  matters  directly  relating  to  accounts  and  to  ex- 
penditure and  revenue  in  flie  forest  division. 
(/>)  All  matters  of  a  purely  technical  nature,  such  as  de- 
velopment of  trees  ;  sowing  and  planting  ;  elaboration 
of  the  system  of  fire-protection  ;  valuation  surveys  ; 
the  collection  of  technical  data  required  in  the  pre- 
paration of  working-plans  ;  the  manner  of  executing 
thinnings  or  improvement  cuttings  ;  felling ;  coa- 
verting,  transport  and  storing  of  timber  and  firewood  ; 
the  disposal  of  material  available  under  working-plans  ; 
plans-of-operations. 

(c)  Such  miscellaneous  subjects  as  the  purchase  of  depart- 

mental cattle,  stores,  tools  and  plant,  books,  maps,  &c» 

(d)  Matters  of  discipline. 

XXV. — ^AU  correspondence  with  the  Divisional  Forest  Offi- 
cer on  other  subjects  shall  pass  through  the  Collector,  from  or 
through  whom  orders  shall   emanate. 

XXVI. — The  Collector  shall,  in  respect  of  such  correspon- 
dence, ordinarily  forward  it  under  flying  docket  after  perusal. 
But  he  may,  whenever  he  deems  it  necessary,  record  his  remarks 
on  any  communication  addressed  to  the  Conservator  by  the  Di- 
visional  Forest  Officer  ;  and  he  may  return,  for  reconsideration, 
any  instructions  addressed  by  the  Conservator  to  the  Divisional 
Forest  Officer,  recording  the  grounds  on  which  he  asks  for  re- 
consideration. 

XXVII. — Should  any  instructions  from  the  Conservator  to 
the  Divisional  Forest  Officer  be  returned  by  the  Collector,  and 
should  the  Conservator,  on  reconsideration,  not  deem  it  right 
to  modify  his  orders,  the  Conservator  will  submit  the  case  to  the 
superior  Revenue  authority,  who  will,  if  necessary,  forward  it  for 
the  orders  of  Government. 

The  Conservator  shall  be  kept  regularly  informed  of 
all  orders  issued  on  forest  matters  by  the  Ck)lleotor  and  ihe 
superior   Revenue    authority,    and   shall    be  consulted    by  them 
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previoas  to  the  submission  of  important  qnestions  for 
the  orders  of  Government 

XXVllI. — All  orders  to  the  executive  and  sub- 
ordinate staff  in  a  forest  divison  must  emanate  from 
the  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  or  at  least  pass  through^ 
and  be  issued  by,  him. 

XXIX— The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  may, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Collector,  address  letters 
and  orders  to  subordinate  Revenue  and  Police  officers 
in  matters  in  connection  with  which  the  Collector  con- 
siders it  convenient  that  the  Forest  Officer  shall  act 
without  his  intervention. 

XXX. — All  orders  shall  ordinarily  reach  the 
Range-Officer,  from  or  through  the  Divisional  Forest 
Officer.  Should  a  superior  officer  give  verbal  instruc- 
tions or  orders  to  a  Range-Officer  and  the  Divisional 
Forest  Officer  not  be  present,  the  substance  of  the 
orders  shall  be  communicated  to  the  latter  officer  in 
writing.  The  Range-Officer  shall  make  his  reports 
and  submit  his  accounts  to  the  Divisional  Forest  Omcer. 

XXXI. — Similarly,  all  orders  shall  ordinarily  reach 
the  Beat-Officer  through  the  Range-Officer.  Should 
a  superior  officer  give  verbal  instructions  or  orders  to 
a  Beat-Officer,  and  should  the  Raii«^e-Officer  be  absent, 
the  substance  of  the  orilers  shall  be  communicated  to 
the  Range-Officer  in  writing.  The  Beat-Officer  shall 
make  his  reports  and  submit  his  accounts  to  the  Range- 
Officer. 
Diaries.  XXXII. — ^The  Range-Officer  shall,  on  such 

dates  and  for  such  periods  (which  under  no  circum- 
stances should  exceed  half  ^  month),  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  draw  up  in  his  own 
hand  a  sufficiently  full  report  or  diary  of  all  his  move- 
ments and  of  all  business  of  material  interest  or 
importance  transacted  by  him  during  such  period,  and 
shall  submit  it  to  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer. 

XXXIII.— The  Divisional  Forest  Officer  shall, 
on  the  1st  and  16th  of  each  month,  draw  up  in  his 
own  hand  a  short  but  sufficiently  full  report  or  diary 
of  all  his  movements,  and  of  all  business  of  material 
importance  transacted  by  him  during  the  preceding 
half-month.  This  diary  shall  include  the  substances 
of  the  more  important  facts  recorded  in  the  most  recent 
diaries  received  from  the  Range-Officers,  and  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  Collector. 

XXXIV. — ^The  Collector  shall  forward,  without 
delay  to  the  Conservator,  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer's 
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fortnightly  journal,   making  such  remarks  thereon  as 
he  may  think  fit. 

Inspections    and    inspeotion        XXXV. — The  Conservator  may,  from 

notes.  time    to    time,    after   inspecting 

the  forests  of    any  district  in  his  circle,  forward  an 

inspection-note     to    the   Collector,     adverting     more 

particularly  to  the  following  questions : — 

Surveys  and  Settlements^  made  or  in  progress  in 
his  district ;  their  cost  ,*  extent  to  which  still  required  ; 
nature  and  adequacy  of  maps  and  settlement  records 
prepared ;  results  of  working  under  the  settlements 
in  force. 

Working-Plans,  already  made  or  in  progress ;  their 
cost ;  extent  to  which  still  required  ;  results  of  working- 
plans  in  force. 

Demarcation,  nature  and  state  of  repair  of 
boundary-marks;  demarcation  work  in  progress,  its 
cost ;  work  still  to  be  done. 

Roads,  buildings,  and  other  similar  works,  in  ex- 
istence or  under  construction ;  their  cost ;  state  of 
repair ;  new  roads,  buildings,  or  other  works  required. 

Executive  and  protective  staff,  efficiency,  state  of 
discipline,  &c. 

Condition  of  the  forests,  methods  of  treatment 
employed  ;  natural  reproduction,  causes  which  interfere 
with  it,  &c. 

Protection  of  the  forests  from  injury  by  man,  by 
cattle,  by  fires,  Ac;  breaches  of  forest  rules,  their 
frequency  and  causes. 

Works  of  reproduction  and  cultural  improvements^ 
extent,  condition,  and  cost  of  plantations,  made ;  con* 
dition  of  nurseries ;  new  sowings  or  plantings  required ; 
thinnings,  creepercutting,  Ac,  extent  to  which  carried 
on  and  required. 

Methods  of  working  and  management  in  foree^ 
advantages  or  otherwise  of  methods;  expenditure  in- 
curred ;  outturn  of  forests;  financial  results. 

Timber  depSt,  situation  and  adequacy  ;  condition 
in  which  maintained  ;  state  of  records,  &c. 

A  copy  of  every  such  note  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Local  Government  by  the  Conservator. 

Truisfer    to     Conservator      of    Collector's     XXXVI. — In  compact  for- 
powers  and  duties.  est  areas,  by  the  manage- 

ment of  which  the  surrounding  population  is  not 
appreciably  afiFected,  the  Local  Government  may 
transfer  to  the  Conservator  by  a  general  order  any  or 
all  powers  and  duties  of  the  Collector  under  these  rules. 
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IV.-HBl'yiElTyS- 


The  beginnings  of  the  I\oyal  Botanic  Gardens  at 

Calcutta. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  recently  issued  from 
the  Bengal  Secretariat  Press  with  a  short  account  of  Colonel  Kyd 
the  founder  of  these  gardens. 

Col.  Kyd  was  horn  in  1746  and  died  in  Calcutta  in  1793, 
being  then  Military  Secretary  to  Government,  and  a  Royal 
Engineer.  It  was  in  1786  that  he  submitted  to  •  the  Govemoi> 
General  his  plans  for  making    a  Botanic  Garden   as  the  account 


"  Colonel  Kyd  conceived  the  idea  of  supplying  the  Company's 

*  Navy  with  teak  timber  grown  near  the  ports  where  it  could  be 

*  used  in  ship  building,  and  of  increasing  their  commercial  resources 

*  by  introducing  into  India  the  cultivation  of  the    species  which  in 

*  tnose  days,  formed  so  important  an  item  in  their   trade,  but   for 

*  supplies  of  which  they  had  to  depend  on  their  factories  in 
'  Sumatra    and    Penang.     He  communicated    this    idea    to    the 

*  Governor-General  of  the  day  ;  and,  in  a  letter  written  on  1st 
'  June  1786,  he  officially  submitted  a  scheme  for  the  establishment 
'  of  a  Botanical   Garden,   or   Garden     of    Acclimatization,  near 

*  Calcutta.     This  scheme  also   included  proposals  for  introducing, 

*  into  territories  subject  to  the  Company,  the  cultivation  of  cotton, 

*  tobacco,  coffee,  tea,  and  various  otner  commercial  products." 

His  proposals  were  very  favourably  received  both  by  the  then 
Governor-General  (Sir  John  Macpherson  who  was  acting  after  the 
departure  of  Warren  Hastings,)  and  by  the  Court  of  Directors  and 
the  garden  was  established. 

For  us  the  most  interesting  matter  is  the  idea  that  Col.  Kyd 
had  of  growing  teak  near  the  seaport  towns,  and  a  plantation  was 
actually  made  on  the  land  which  was  recently  the  'Bishop's 
College '  and  is  now  the  Sibpur  Engineering  College.  On  tnis 
the  account  says : — 
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''  The  part  of  the  Botanic  Ghtrden  nearest  to  Colonel  Kjd's 
'  house  was  devoted  to  the  planting  of  teak  trees,  in  accordance  with 
^  the  Company's  earnest  desire  to  supply  themselves  with  timber 
*for  ship-building.  The  experience  of  thirtj-four  years  having 
^  shown  that  good   teak  timber  cannot  be  successfully  raised  on 

*  the  muddy  soil  of  the  Gangetic  delta,  this  part  of  the  garden 

*  extending  to  about  40  acres)  was  in  the  year  1820   given   up  by 

*  Government  to  the   Lord  Bishop  of  Calcutta  (Dr.    Middleton) 

*  as  the  site  of  a  Christian  College." 

Of  course,  it  is  hardly  surprising  that  the  teak  did  not  succed, 
although  it  grows  by  no  means  badly  about  Calcutta.  Had  it  been 
mahogany,  perhaps  it  would  have  remained  and  there  might  be 
now  a  valuable  piece  of  forest.  We  have  heard  of  similar  experi- 
ments as  regards  teak  having  been  tried  near  Rangoon,  but  alsa 
misuccessfuUy. 


Heport  on  Canal  flantations,  N.-W.  P.  for  the  year 
ending  31st  JIarcl],    1892. 

Tho  Report  for  1891-92  was  reviewed  in  our  number  for 
April  1893.  The  present  Report  consists  of  a  mass  of  statistical 
tables  which  are  somewhat  bewildering.  However,  we  see  that 
the  financial  results  were  very  good  as  the  net  revenue  was 
Rs.  1,53,824  a  very  considerable  increase  on  that  of  the  previous 
year.  More  than  half  of  this  amount  comes  from  the  Upper 
Ganges  Canal. 

The  area  of  the  plantations  is  ac.  37,052  so  that  the  net 
revenue  per  acre  is  Rs.  1,462.  The  number  of  1st  class  trees,  that 
is  trees  of  pix  feet  girth  and  over  is  44,890. 

The  Report  says  nothing  as  to  what  is  the  system  of  working 
and  whether  a  permanent  annual  yield  is  arranged  for — ^the  points 
which  a  Forest  Officer  would  most  like  to  Ifear  about.  Nor  is  any 
information  given  on  the  subject  of  the  progress  of  the  Eucalyp* 
tus  plantation  to  which  we  referred  last  year.  That  things  are  not 
idl  going  quite  rightly  as  regards  reproduction  is  clear  from 
tne  statement  that  're-stocking  is  not  keeping  jpaoe  with  the 
felling  '  on  the  Lower  Ganges  and  Agra  Canal.  But  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  plantations  constitute  a  valuable  property 
and  one  which,  under  a  system  of  Working  Plans  of  a  simple 
character  ought  to  improve  and  even  more  than  at  present  meet 
the    requirements    of  the  neighbouring  villages. 
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^  Man-eater. 

Sir, 

As  all  aathentic  accounts  about  the  ways  of  man-eaters 
are  interesting,  I  asked  the  writer  of  the  following  letter  to  give 
me  details  of  his  recent  experience,  for  publication  in  the  Indian 
forester.  As  it  is  well  to  fix  the  responsibility  of  all  such  stories, 
I  hope  my  friend  will  permit  me  to  give  his  name  (Mr.  P,  B. 
Thomas  of  the  Madras  Police,)  and  I  sign  this  introductory   note. 

ViZAGAPATAM,  \  P.    W.   PEET. 

10th  October,  1893.     J 

For  over  three  years  a  man-eating  tiger  had  been  ranging 
through  an  out-of-the  way  corner  of  the  Northern  Circars,  and  for 
over  tnree  years  no  one  could  get  a  chance  at  the  cunning  brute. 
The  country  was  a  "  big  "  one,  well  watered  even  in  the  hottest 
weather  by  several  rivers  that  never  dried  up  and  consisting  for 
the  most  part  of  jungle  clad  hills  lying  at  an  elevation  of  from  two 
to  four  thousand  feet.  The  country  swarmed  with  game,  princip^ 
ally  bison,  and  the  few  villages  in  it  lay  at  long  distances  apart, 
each  buried  in  its  own  remote  valley,  and  containing  at  the  most 
some  ten  or  fifteen  huts. 

The  man-eater  used  to  range  over  about  25  or  30  square  miles 
of  the  countiT  and  though  he  shewed  great  audacity  in  his  kills, 
frequently  taking  a  man  or  woman  in  broad  daylight  in  full  view 
of  the  village,  yet  he  never  killed  within  15  or  20  miles  of  his 
last  kill,  and  seldom  at  shorter  intervals  than  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  He  was  said  to  be  particularly  partial  to  bison,  and  many 
a  time  had  I  felt  very  "  creepv  "  when  tracking  them  through  the 
jungle  he  used  to  frequent  ;  tnough  the  natives  always  said  of  this 
tiger  that  he  never  attacked  a  party  of  3  or  4  men  together  and 
seldom  killed  anyone  in  the  jungles  ;  preferring  to  pounce  on 
single  unprotected  people  on  the  outskirts  of  a  village. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  easy  to  understand  that  any 
systematic  shikarring  of  the  beast  was  out  of  the  question.  The 
only  thing  was  to  wait  till  he  "  gave  himself  away  by  a  lucky 
chance,   and  that  chance  came  about  in  this  wise. 

A  friend  '^  B  "  and  myself  were  encamped  near  a  small  police 
station  in  August,  and  having  a  very  good  time  of  it  amongst  the 
bison  ;  we  had  already  brought  a  tigress  to  book  at  this  camp  but 
had  only  once  heard  of  the  man-eater,  who  had  killed  some 
20  miles  from  camp.  However  the  "  khabar  "  was  days  old  when 
it  reached  us  so  we  could  do  nothing. 
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One  morning  I  got  back  to  camp  about  1 2  o'clock,  having 
been  oat  since  five  after  bison  without  finding  any  fresh  tracks.  B. 
was  out  in  another  direction.  About  one  o'clock  some  men  came 
in  with  the  news  that  the  man-eater  had  killed  a  man  six  miles 
off  at  ten  that  morning.  I  started  off  as  soon  as  possible  with  an 
elpphant  and  some  tins  of  soup,  and  got  out  to  the  place  where 
the  man  had  been  killed  about  four  o'clock.  He  was  making  a 
a  clearing  in  the  jungle  in  company  with  two  'other  men  and 
seemed  to  have  just  finished  felling  a  tree  when  the  brute  carried 
him  off  in  full  view  of  the  other  two  men.  His  axe  and  upper 
cloth  were  still  lying  where  he  had  been  standing* 

Without  a  moment's  delay  I  followed  the  broad  track  throueh 
the  grass  where  the  body  had  been  dragged  along,  sitting  on  the 
elephant,  and  keeping  a  bright  look-out  Some  natives  followed 
the  elephant  to  assist  in  making  a  machan  when  we  found  the  body. 

This  we  did  about  half  a  mile  off  in  some  very  thick  dwarf 
bamboo  jungle.  The  head  was  severed  from  the  body  and  gnawed 
all  over,  and  one  leg  had  also  been  eaten.  A'machan  was  quickly 
constructed,  and  I  got  into  it  about  five  o'clock,  sending  the 
elephant  and  people  away  with  orders  to  wait  at  the  clearing  where 
the  man  had  been  killed  till  they  heard  a  shot.  The  elephant  was 
then  to  come  back  for  me. 

It  was  a  pouring  wet  night  and  there  was  no  moon  ;  so  after 
watching  till  long  after  dark  I  fired  a  shot  to  call  the  elephant,  and 
went  back  to  a  village  some  two  miles  off  where  I  cooked  a  tin  of 
soup  and  slept 

The  next  moiiiing  at  dawn  I  started  out  again  on  the  elephant 
but  on  getting  to  last  nights  machan  we  found  that  the  body  had 
been  removed  and  an  examination  of  the  track  showed  that  it  had 
been  dragged  off  only  a  very  short  time  before  we  arrived  ;  the 
shot  I  had  fired  in  the  evening  probably  prevented  the  tiger 
touching  the  kill  till  the  early  morning. 

We  found  the  body  again  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  on. 
The  trunk,  one  arm,  and  one  leg  still  remained.  There  was  a  tramp- 
ed space  in  the  grass  three  yards  in  diameter,  where  the  brute  had 
evidently  been  rolling  on  the  kill  ;  but  the  body  had  been  pulled 
under  a  small  bush  at  a  distance  of  2  or  3  yards  from  this, 
evidently  with  the  object  of  secreting  it  It  lay  just  above  the 
bank  of  a  deep  nullah,  with  a  small  stream  running  along  the 
bottom  of  it  The  jungle  was  thin,  but  the  grass  very  thick  and 
nearly  waist  high.     The  nullah  was   fringed   with  bamboo. 

We  immediately  made  a  comfortable  machan  in  a  tree  some 
twenty  yards  from  the  trampled  space  alluded  to  and  dragged  the 
body  into  the  middle  of  this  space.  This  took  about  an  hour, 
as  I  expected  to  have  to  wait  all  day  and  took  care  to  make  the 
machan  big  and  shady,  the  day  being  hot     An  old   Police  Head 
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Constable  with  me  then  produced  three  leaves  of  the  '^  maddi  " 
tree  and  seven  leaves  resembling  those  of  an  English  lime  tree  in 
shape,  only  bigger  and  coarser.  These  leaves  he  placed  under  the 
body  with  great  care  telling  me  that  it  was  quite  hopeless  to  expect 
a   shot  unless  this  little  arrangement  was  made. 

He  and  I  then  got  into  the  machan,  telling  the  other  men  to 
go  awaj  with  the  elephant  talking  as  they  went.  They  did  so,  and 
all  was  silence.  The  Head  Constable  whispered  to  me  that  we  had 
better  take  it  in  turns  to  watch,  as  the  tiger  was  very  unlikely  to 
come  till  the  evening. 

We  had  been  watching  barely  twenty  minutes  before  1  heard. 
a  rustle  in  the  grass  right  in  front  of  the  machan,  and  in  another 
second  a  magnificent  tiger  walked  quickly  out  of  the  nullah,  and 
stood  for  a  moment  on  the  bank.  He  was  too  much  covered  by 
jungle  to  give  a  certain  shot  so  I  sat  motionless.  He  then  turned 
sharp  across  me,  and  moved  towards  the  trampled  space  where  the 
body  lay,  exposing  his  shoulder  fully.  I  raised  my  express 
quietly,  but  bis  eye  caught  the  motion  at  once,  and  he  looked 
quickly  up  towards  us.  1  could  only  see  half  his  head  round  the 
<!omer  of  a  bamboo,  and  hesitated  whether  to  shoot  or  not,  but 
luckily  he  had  not  made  me  out  and  moved  his  head  to  get  a  better 
view,  thereby  exposing  it  comnletely.  I  immediately  put  in  a 
J3ullet  over  the  right  eye,  whicn  rolled  him  over  and  as  he  lay 
kicking,  another  into  the  white  of  his  belly.  He  still  kicked,  and 
I  was  not  going  to  let  him  get  up  if  I  could  help  it,  I  put  in  four 
more  shots  ;   kept  on  at  him  in  fact  till  he  stopped  kicking. 

We  then  summoned  the  elephant  and  went  up  to  him  giving 
him  a  shot  in  the  head  to  make  all  sure,  as  he  was  stiS 
breathing. 

He  was  a  fine  tiger  in  perfect  condition.  Two  of  his  fangs 
were  broken,  and  were  mere  stumps,  but  he  had  nothing  about  him 
to  account  for  his  being  a  man-eater.  He  was  very  fat,  and  a 
heavy  animal,  20  inches  round  the  forearm  but  his  length  was  only 
9  ft.  5  in.  However  it  was  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  pad 
him,  even  after  he  had  been  cleaned. 

The  record  of  kills  attributed  to  this  tiger  from  January  1891, 
to  the  date  on  which  he  was  shot,  was  45.  He  had  on  two  occasions 
killed  two  women  together,  though  he  ate  only  one  on  each 
occasion.  He  had  killed  several  people  previously  to  1891,  but  I 
do  not  know  how  many.  I  think  that  his  singular  want  of 
wariness  on  the  occasion  on  which  he  met  his  death  was  due  to 
his  never  having  been  driven  o£P  a  kill  before.  All  that  had  ever 
been  found  of  his  previous  victims  were  the  bones.  I  do  not  think 
he  had  ever  been  shot  at  before,  and  there  were  no  old  bullet 
marks  on  him  anywhere.  He  was  probably  one  of  a  litter  that 
had  been  brought  up  to  man-eating. 

P.  B.  T. 
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The  yidirondack  Park- 
There  must  have  been  some  public  interest  in  the  woodlands 
of  this  state  considerably  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  or 
Goyernor  DeWitt  Clinton  would  not  have  sent  a  message  to  the 
Legislature  in  which  he  insisted  upon  the  importance  of  sustain- 
ing the  productive  capacity  of  its  forests.  This  sentiment  had 
grown  so  strong  by  1872  that  a  Commission  with  Horatio 
eymour  at  its  head,  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  legislation  for  vesting  in  the  State  the  title  to  the  timbered 
Adirondack  region  and  converting  it  into  a  public  park.  It  would 
have  been  comparatively  easy  then  to  acquire  these  lands,  but 
public  opinion  was  not  ripe  for  the  project  and  as  acre  after  acre 
of  the  forest  has  disappeared,  the  dmculties  in  the  way  of  rescuing 
what  remains  have  become  greater  and  greater.  The  bill  drawn 
up  with  care  by  the  Commission  of  '85  was  not  adopted,  and  a 
substitute  containing  only  a  few  of  its  features  was  enacted,  but 
the  destruction  of  the  timber  and  the  absorption  of  the  land  by 
various  corporations  and  individuals  has  gone  on  as  before.  This 
imperfect  scheme  has  now  been  superseded  by  another  plan  of 
administering  the  state  forest-lands,  embodied  in  a  bill  to  which 
Governor  Flower  has  just  affixed  his  signature.  How  much  this 
will  accomplish  in  the  way  of  saving  the  remnants  of  the  North 
Woods  depends  largely  on  the  intelligence  and  the  executive  force 
of  the  forest-commission  just  named.  The  measure  is  not  such  a 
one  as  has  been  recommended  by  those  who  have  given  the  most 
study  to  the  subject,  but  it  may  embody  most  of  the  protective 
provisions  which  it  is  possible  to  enforce  until  public  opinion 
becomes  more  thoroughly  educated.  We  have  often  expressed  the 
opinion  that  a  forest  tract  which  is  such  an  important  factor  in  the 
welfare  of  the  entire  community  as  the  North  Woods  should  belong 
to  the  community,  and  that  state  ownership  in  fee-simple  is,  there- 
fore, the  only  final  and  satisfactory  solution  of  the  problems 
involved. 
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The  first  part  of  the  act  just  passed  relates  to  all  the  forests 
preserves  throaghout  the  State,  bat  the  important  part  of  the  law 
is  that  concerning  the  Adirondack  Park,  which  sets  apart  certain 
townships  in  the  conntries  of  Hamilton,  Franklin,  Herkimer,  St. 
Lawrence  and  Warren  to  be  held  in  forest  for  the  preservation  of 
the  chief  rivers  of  the  State  and  its  future  timber-supply  and  for  the 
free  use  of  the  people  for  their  health  and  pleasure.  The  State 
already  owns  a  naif-million  acres  within  the  boundaries  of  this  park, 
and  the  novel  feature  of  the  bill  is  an  e£Port  to  g^in  control  of  about 
as  much  more  land  for  Park  purposes,  while  leaving  it  to  be  owned 
as  it  now  is  by  private  individuals.  The  proposed  convenient  is, 
that  in  return  for  the  remission  of  taxes  on  these  lands  by  the  State 
their  owners  shall  contract  to  refrain  forever  from  removing  any  of 
the  timber  thereon  which  is  less  than  twelve  inches  in  diameter  at  a 
height  of  three  feet  above  the  ground,  except  that  the  owners  have 
the  right  of  clearing  for  domestic  purposes  one  acre  in  each  one 
hundred  of  forest-land  covered  by  the  contract.  The  commissions 
also  have  the  authority  to  issue  leases  of  not  more  than  five  acres 
in  one  parcel  for  the  erection  of  camps  or  cottages  under  conditions 
prescribed  by  them.  They  are  also  empowered  to  sell  fallen  timber 
and  timber  "  injured  by  blight  or  fire,'  and  standing  timber  which 
shall  measure  twelve  inches  or  more  in  diameter  three  feet  from 
the  ground,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  credited  to  the  fund  for 
purchasing  other  land  within  Adirondack  Park.  They  have  the 
the  power  to  sell  the  portions  of  the  250,000  acres  of  forest- 
land  owned  by  the  state  without  the  Park  and  to  apply  the  money 
thus  received  to  the  purchase  of  land  within  the  park,  and  they 
may  exchange  directly  State  lands  without  the  park  for  lands 
within  its  boundary.  Finally,  they  may  buy  lands  withinj  the 
park  and  leave  the  present  owners  the  privilege  of  cutting  down 
timber  above  the  regulation  size  for  fifteen  years.  This  is  an 
attempt  at  the  gradual  acquisition  by  the  State  of  land  which  it  is 
considered  too  expensive  to  take  at  once. 

As  we  have  said,  the  immediate  value  of  this  legislation 
depends  on  the  quality  of  the  commission  just  appointed.  The 
power  to  lease  tracts  for  camp-grounds  and  to  make  compacts  for 
a  divided  ownership  of  the  land  may  result  in  the  establishment 
of  many  small  parks  which  are  practically  private  property,  or  in 
which  the  people  have,  at  most,  but  few  rights.  The  privilege  to 
sell  large  timber  is  dangerous.  If  the  proper  method  of  cutting 
and  transporting  this  is  not  strictly  prescribed  and  enforced,  great 
damage  may  be  done  to  the  smaller  trees.  No  doubt,  it  is  right 
for  the  State  to  sell  its  forest-products,  for  this  is  the  only  legiti- 
mate revenue  which  can  be  expected  from  the  land.  But  this  should 
only  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  trained  foresters,  and  with 
such  men  in  charge  there  would  be  no  need  of  fixing  a  limit  to  the 
size  of  the  trees  to  be  cut.  A  skilled  forest-master  knows  what 
trees  to  cut,  whether  they  are  large  or  small,  without  any  assistance 
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from  Legislatare.  In  many  instances,  for  example,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  thin  out  small  trees  of  inferior  kinds  to  aid  the  growth 
of  better  kinds.  For  the  present,  however  the  restriction  as  to  the 
diameter  of  timber  felled  may  be  on  the  side  of  safety.  It  would 
be  easy  to  criticise  other  details  of  the  Act.  But  if  a  better  law 
would  fail  of  enforcement,  owing  to  the  lack  of  enlightened 
popular  sentiment  behind  it,  and  if  it  is  impossible  to  find  men 
to  whose  charge  the  forest  can  safely  be  entrusted,  the  proper 
attitude  now  of  all  patriotic  citizens  is  to  encourage  the  commis- 
sioners in  well-doing  as  they  deserve  it,  to  watch  their  conduct 
closely  and  point  out  mistakes  of  administration  when  they  are 
made,  and  to  continue  through  the  press  and  otherwise  to  educate 
the  people  as  to  the  vital  importance  of  this  forest  to  them  and 
their  children,  until  they  are  jealous  of  the  slightest  encroachment 
upon  their  right  to  have  it  preserved  and  perpetuated. — (Garden 
cmd  Forest. 


World's  Fair  Notes. 

The  following  Extract  from  the  Chicago  *  Evening  Journal ' 
was  sent  to  one  of  our  correspondents  by  W.  H.  Norman  Tod  of 
the  Forestry   Building,  World's  Fair. 

People  who  live  south  of  the  World's  Fair  grounds  and  enter 
by  the  extreme  south  eastern  gate  catch  a  good  many  exhibits  miss- 
ed by  the  men  who  enter  by  the  Esquimaux  village  three  miles 
away.  After  tramping  across  sand  and  prairie  from  their  hotels, 
they  show  a  predilection  for  sitting  on  the  shady  side  of  the  Fores- 
try Building  and  resting  awhile  before  commencing  the  serious 
task  of  examining  the  Exposition.  Almost  invariabfy  they  enter 
the  Forestry  Building,  and,  if  they  are  people  of  taste,  with  eyes 
which  appreciate  beautiful  things,  remain  there  until  they  have 
mastered  its  contents. 

There  has  never  before  been  seen  such  a  show  of  woods,  in 
he  rough  and  finished  states,  as  this  building  contains.  It  is 
i  tself  constructed  of  an  immense  variety  of  woods  collected  from 
e  very  State  in  the  Union,  Interesting  as  this  may  be  to  the  lum- 
b  er  man  and  builder,  they  do  not  catch  the  eye  of  the  visitor  who 
is  looking  for  the  beautiful  and  the  curious  as  do  the  specimen 
woods  exnibited  within.  Here  again  the  States  are  represented 
and  many  of  the  countries  of  the  world.  There  is  instruction  and 
education  in  even   a   cursory   glance   at  the  exhibits;  but  if  the 
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risitor  is  inclined  to  go  deeper  and  seek  information  from  the  men 
in  charge,  there  is  more  to  be  learned  than  a  week's  study  will 
-enable  him  to  assimilate. 

India's  Exhibit  Interesting. 

Especially  fruitful  of  interest  is  the  exhibit  made  by  British 
India.  As  a  Government  exhibit,  in  which  private  enterprise  is 
in  no  way  interested,  it  is  both  complete  and  authoritative.  It 
illustrates  not  only  the  varieties  of  woods  found  in  British  India, 
but  also  the  methods  used  in  the  Department  of  Forestry,  which 
is  fast  becoming  considered  as  important  as  any  great  govern- 
mental enterprise.  Outside  of  the  mercantile  value  of  the  timber, 
the  chief  interest  of  the  exhibit  for  American  visitors  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  science  of  forestry  as  practiced  in  India  affords  a 
ffreat  many  practical  lessons  for  the  United  States.  Here,  as  there, 
tue  destruction  of  timber  lands  is  becoming  an  important  question 
both  on  account  of  its  influence  on  the  climate  and  the  lessening 
of  a  very  necessary  commercial  product,  and  many  of  the  same 
remedies  apply  to  both.  Forestry  in  India  is  a  comparatively 
modern  instituticn.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  prehistoric 
times  when  the  climate  of  the  country  was  less  fierce  than  now, 
the  greater  part  of  the  country  was  covered  with  dense  forests  but 
the  hands  of  invading  hordes  from  the  north  were  perpetually 
turned  against  them,  and  thousands  of  square  miles  disappeared  by 
fire.  TVhen  the  English  took  possession,  a  new  impetus  was  given 
to  the  destruction  of  forest  as  further  vast  areas  were  denuded  to 
increase  the  area  of  cultivation.  There  soon  came  n  time,  however, 
when  the  attention  of  the  Government  was  drawn  to  the  lessening 
of  the  forests  by  the  lack  of  timber  in  certain  districts  for  public 
works. 

FORBSTRY  MADE  A   SciBNCB. 

Then  the  Forest  Department  came  into  existence  and  forestry 
became  a  science  in  India.  Acts  were  passed  for  the  creation  of 
Government  reserves,  for  the  constitution  of  village  forests  and  for 
the  provision  of  police  rules  necessary  for  the  •protection  of  forests 
and  forest  produce.  The  department  was  officered  by  men  who 
had  received  training  in  scientific  forestry  in  England,  France 
and  Germany.  Most  Indian  forests  are  of  a  mixed  character, 
containing  only  one  or  a  few  valuable  species  which  will  repay  the 
cost  of  working.  Contractors  handle  the  products  of  Government 
forests  under  the  supervision  of  department  officals.  The  deciduous 
forests,  which  occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  peninsula,  Burmah, 
and  the  Andaman  islands,  are  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the 
forester,  the  consumer,  and  the  Government.  They  contain  well- 
known  and  valuable   species  of  timber,  such  as  teak,  sal,  ironwood 
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sandalwood,  red  sanders  and  padonk.  The  first  and  the  last 
named  bave  the  most  promising  future.  Padouk,  or  "  vermillion," 
as  it  is  called  by  American  importers,  is  reckoned  a  better  wood 
than  teak,  lasting  longer  and  being  handsomer.  It  is  the  best 
wood  for  carriage  Duilding  and  will  one  day  rival  mahogany  for 
cabinet  work.  Teak  takes  the  first  place,  however,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  visitors  to  India's  section  in  the  Forestry  Building,  for 
from  it  has  been  carved  a  magnificent  doorway  which  is  the  equal 
of  the  best  wood-carving  to  be  found  in  the  Exposition.  This  is 
the  work  of  a  Burmese  carver  in  Mandalay  and  was  executed  by 
him  to  the  order  of  the  Conservator  of  Forests  for  Upper  Burmab. 

Beautiful  Spbcimbn  op  Cabving. 

The  general  outlines  and  designs  are  the  same  as  those  used 
in  the  throne  of  the  King  of  Burmah.  It  stands  fourteen  feet 
high  and  is  proportionately  broad.  Every  inch  of  post  and  lintel 
and  folding  doors  is  carved  with  curious  mythological  figures, 
images  of  Buddha  and  minor  deities.  Below,  it  is  supported  by 
two  dragons,  which,  as  do  all  the  figures,  display  more  than  a 
trace  of  Chmesc  art,  induced  by  the  intercourse  between  China  and 
Upper  Burmah.  The  best  carving  is  contained  in  a  triangular 
space  above  the  door,  which  is  designed  to  show  the  city  of 
Mandalay  with  the  King  and  his  courtiers.  Of  three  tiers  in  the 
triangle,  the  first  shows  one  of  the  famous  seven  gates  of  the  city 
surrounded  and  guarded  by  evil  spirits  ;  the  second  shows  the 
King's  ministers,  and  the  highest  tier  the  King  and  his  Qaeens 
in  the  palace.  Other  valuable  pieces  of  carving  are  exhibited  to 
show  to  what  uses  India's  woods  may  be  put.  A  mantelpiece 
made  of  half  a  dozen  varieties  was  wholly  designed  and  carved 
by  the  Sikb  carpenters.  A  cabinet  and  tables  snow  what  a  fine 
polish  padouk  will  take  ;  and  two  stands  for  flower  vases  are  carved 
in  representation  of  a  pelican  standing  upon  four  turtles. 

For  the  student,  a  variety  of  maps,  diagrams  and  instruments 
illustrate  the  methods  employed  in  mapping  out  forest  areas  and 
the  precautions  taken  against  fire.  Commercial  men  will  find  besides 
the  timbers  a  full  erhibit  of  tree  products,  resins,   oil  and  gums. 

Another  correspondent  has  kindly  sent  us  the  following 
cutting  from  the  Chicago  'Daily  Inter-Ocean*  regarding  (he 
carved  teak  doorway  which  was  sent  as  an  exhibit  to  the  World's 
Fair  by  the  Burma  Forest  Department.  We  feel  sure  that  it 
will  amuse  our  readers  as  it  has  amuse  i  us.  Our  Madras  readers 
will  not  fail  to  be  surprised  at  the  antiquity  of  Vijianagar  ;  our 
Burma  subscribers  will  not  les »  be  astonished  to  hear  that  the 
Kings  of  Burma  were  Hindoos  and  our  Insp  ector-General  will 
read  with  some  amazement  how  the  great  doorway  was  carved  in 
the  snug  recesses  of  his  Simla  retreat. 
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Wood  Cabving  in  India. 

Art  attracts  in  the  Indian  exhibit,  adjoining  the  Japanese  at 
the  north  end  of  the  building.  Native  workmen  and  native  wood 
have  combined  to  present  an  exhibit,  which  would  be  numbered 
among  "the  seven  wonders  of  the  world,"  were  they  to  be  named 
and  grouped  at  the  Columbian  Exposition.  The  exhibit  consists 
of  a  massive  double  door,  with  lintel,  sill  and  frame,  carved  from 
teak  wood.  Ponderous,  high  and  wide,  the  carving  has  been  so 
daintily  wrought  that  the  doors  look  as  if  they  were  web  and  the 
whole  piece  looks  frail  and  perishable,  while  in  fact  doors,  frame 
and  the  handiwork  of  the  craftsmen  is  durable  as  time,  for  teak  wood 
is  as  imperishable  as  bronze,  more  enduring,  for  just  alongside  of 
these  doors  is  a  handsomely  carved  mantelpiece,  cut,  chiseled  and 
polished  from  teak  wood  600  years  old  ;  hop  wood,  walnut,  and 
fragments  of  blackwood,  the  Shisham  of  the  Bible,  taken  from  the 
ruins  of  the  presidency  of  Madras,  whose  erection  ante-dates  the 
Christian  era. 

The  teak  doors  are  most  elaborately  and  skillfully  carved  ; 
figures,  mythological,  allegorical  and  representative  abound. 
Scenes  about  Mandalay,  the  capital  of  Upper  Burmah,  are  por- 
trayed ;  the  king  enthroned,  surrounded  by  courtiers  ;  heraldic 
accounts  and  legends  are  carved  in  relief  while  the  figures  great 
and  minute  are  surrounded  by  intricately  wrought  scrolls  and 
delicate  tracing,  lace-like  in  fineness.  The  doors  are  the  reproduc- 
tion of  the  entrance  to  the  palace  at  Mandalay,  made  of  the  same 
wood  and  which  have  swung  to  and  fro  for  many,  many  genera- 
tions of  Hindoos.  The  reproduction  is  the  work  of  six  native 
carpenters  who  carved  the  gigantic  doors  at  Ava  Lodge,  Simla, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  British  Conservator  of  Forests  of  the 
Eastern  Circle  of  Upper  Burmah. 

India,  divided  into  the  presidencies  of  Bombay,  Bengal  and 
Madras,  has  a  large  exhibit,  every  district  of  the  vast  empire  being 
represented.  Teak,  yellow  and  black  in  color,  a  tough,  finft-grained 
and  everlasting  wood,  is  commercially  the  most  valuable,  and  while 
suitable  for  furniture,  is  so  universally  useful  that  in  ship-building 
it  is  found  to  have  no  equal  to  stand  the  buflfeting  of  storms,  the 
change  of  climate  and  tne  encroachments  of  boring  sea  insects. 
Having  an  inexhaustible  forest  supply,  the  woods  of  India  are 
countless  in  variety,  valuable  commercially  and  there  is  scarce  a 
variety  that  is  not  serviceable.  Childhood's  geography  has  pictur- 
ed the  famous  banyan  tree,  whose  branches  stretch  out,  descend 
and  taking  root  again,  make  an  arcade  of  shade.  This  tree  is  the 
most  useful  on  earth  for  shade  purposes,  and  in  a  country  where 
the  sun  is  ever  in  an  angry  mood,  red  hot,  has  its  rivals  among 
the  merchantable  woods  of  the  river  valleys  and  the  mountain 
ranges  of  Hindostan. 
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Japanese  Camphor. 

An    interesting   account  of  the     production     and  trade   in 
camphor  in  Japan  is  contained  in  the  last  British   consular  report 
from  Hiogo.     xhe  camphor  tree  of  Japan  is  a  huge  evergreen  of 
singularly    symmetrical    proportions   and  ^  not    unlike  a    linden. 
Its  blossom  is  white  flower,  and  its  bears  a  red  berry.     Some  trees 
are  fully  i5ft.  in  diameter  and  are  upwards  of  30  years   old.    The 
annual  export  of  Japan  camphor  averages  about  5,000,000  lbs.,  of 
which  about  a  quarter  reaches  the  United   States   either  direct  or 
vid  Europe,    excepting   a   small     quantity   sent  to   India.    The 
districts  in  Japan  famed  for  camphor  trees   are   Klushin,  Shikokn, 
Iga,-  Suruga  Is6,  and  Kishiu.     The  forests   owned  by  the  people 
are  now  almost  denuded  of  timber,  and  very  little  will  be  left  a 
few  years  hence,  but  the  Government  forests  are  still  very  rich  in 
camphor  trees,  and  it  has  been  estimated   that   these  alone  will 
maintain   annually,   during  the   next   25   years,   the  full  average 
supply  of  crude  camphor.     Formerly  very  little  care  was  bestowed 
upon   the  preservation    and   cultivation  of  this   valuable  timber. 
More  recently,  however,  not  only  the  Government,   but  also  the 
people,  have  been  giving  to  it  the  attention  it  long  ago  deserved. 
Numerous  young  trees  have  now  been  planted,    and   their  growth 
is  being   carefully  tended.     (Jonsequently,   although   hitherto  the 
youngest  wood  from   which   camphor  was  extracted  was  about 
70  or  80  years  old  it  is   expected   that,  under   present    scientific 
management,   the    trees  will    give   equally    good    results    after 
25  or   30  years.     The  roots   contain  a   much  larger   proportion 
of  camphor  than  the  trees,  lOlbs.  of  crude  camphor  out  of  2001b3. 
of  wood   chips   being  thought  satisfactory.     The   Suruga  timber 
yield  a  much  smaller  percentage.     In  a  village  in  Tosa  there  is  a 

group  of  13  trees  about  100  years  old.  It  has  been  estimated 
lat  they  will  produce  40,000  lbs.  of  crude  camphor,  and  are 
worth,  as  they  now  stand,  4,000  silver  dollars.  It  appears  that  the 
process  of  extracting  camphor  from  the  wood  among  the  mountains 
and  the  materials  used  are  of  the  roaghest  and  most  unscientific 
description.  The  wood-chips  are  boiled,  the  vapour  being  conducted 
into  a  receptacle  containing  several  partitions  surrounded  by  cold 
water.  In  the  sides  of  these  partitions  are  apertures  alternating 
in  contrary  directions,  which  when  open  cause  the  vapour  to  fiU 
the  divisions  by  a  circuitous  route,  thus  improving  tne  grain  of 
the  camphor.  The  crude  article  is  brought  to  market  in  very 
rude  wooden  tubs.  To  make  it  fit  for  shipment  requires  much 
work  and  experience.  Each  tub  is  carefully  sampled  vertically 
and  diagonally,  and  the  samples  are  tested  by  fire  and  sometimes 
by  alcohol.  If  no  solid  a<lulterant  is  discovered,  the  condition  of 
the  drug  is  next  ascertained,  for  crude  camphor  contains  a  quantity 
of  water,  or  oil  and  water,  varying  between  5  and  20  per  cent 
The  rest  of  the  work  is  comparatively  easy,  and  consists  in  weighing, 
cutting,  mixing,  and  packing  for  shipment,  packing  being  in  tubs 
prepared  on  the  premises  partly  out  of  the  original  packages. 
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Novmber  3rd,  1893. 

East  India  Tbae,— The  deliveries  for  the  first  ten  months 
have  been  11,276  loads  .as  compared  with  8,434  loads  and  12,321 
loads  for  the  same  period  of  1892  and  1891  respectiyely.  In 
October,  the  figures  for  the  three  years  are  1158  loads  for  1893, 
778  loads  in  October  1892,  and  929  loads  in  October  1891.  The 
market  has  been  steady,  without  change  for  quotation.  The 
market  for  wood  afloat  has  been  ralher  stronger,  but  is  now  in 
suspense  until  the  result  of  the  tendering  for  the  requirements 
of  the  British  Admiralty  are  known.  These  will  absorb  fairly 
considerable  quantities  and  will  be  taken  entirely  from  Burmese 
ports  in  acconlance  with  official  precedent. — 

RosBWOOD. — ^The  demand  is  dull  and  to  effect  sales  conces- 
sions in  price  are  necessary. 

Satikwood. — Logs,  If  large  and  fiffury,  realise  very  fair 
prices,  but  plain  wood  is  dull  of  sale  and  for  planks  and  boards 
there  is  no  demand. — 

Ebony. — Prices  continue  to  rule  low,  but  there  is  now  rather 
more  enquiry  for  this  description. — 


Price  Current. 

India  Teak 

per 

load 

£  9-lOs.    to    £15-108 

Satinwood 

•••              ,1 

ton 

£5            to    £12. 

Bosewood 

•  ••              ,« 

99 

£  5            to    £  9. 

Ebony 

„ 

•9 

£6            to    £  7. 

Cawnpore    frice 

CurreDt. 

November  SOth, 

1893. 

Per  Maond 

Bs.  As.  P.        Rs.  As.P. 

Aonia  fruits,  dried 

0  10    0    to    0    12    0 

„    leaves, 

dried 

1  12    0    to    2      0    0 

Babul  bark 

0    8    0    to    0      9     0 

Bahera 

1    8    0    to    1     10     0 

Stick  Lac 

24    0    0    to  25      0     0 

JJIyrabolams 

8    8    0    to    3     12    0 

Moonj  grass 
Babul  gum 

1    4    0    to    1      8     0 

8    0    0    to  12      0     0 

Mixed  gum 

9    0    0    to  10      0     0 
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YIIL— EXTRACTS  FROM  OFFICIAL  GAZETTES- 

1. — Gazbttb  of  India. 

S9th  Novemher^  1892, — No.  4760-S,  R. — In  exercise  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  Section  8  of  the  Indian  Stamp  Act  (I  of  1879),  the  Go- 
vernor-General in  Council  is  pleased  to  remit  the  duties  payable  on  the 
agreements  and  seourity  bonds  required  to  be  executed,  uuder  the  Rules 
to  regulate  appointments  and  promotions  in  the  Provincial  Forest  Ser- 
vice, by  students  and  their  sureties  previous  to  entry  into  the  Forest 
School,  Dehra  Dun. 

9th  December,  i<?9^.— No,  U91-F— Erratum.— In  the  Notifica- 
tion of  this  Department,  No  1328-F.,  dated  the  28th  October  last  for 
the  date,  29th  December,  1891,  entered  agaiost  the  names  of  Messrs. 
Hatt,  Trafford,  and  Long,  read  "  28th  December  1891.  " 

2. — Madras  Gazette, 

1st  December,  i8P^.— No  553.— Mr.  F.  A.  Lodge,  District  Forest 
Officer,  Cuddapah,  is  granted  furlough  for  one  year,  under  articles  340 
(b)  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  with  effect  from  7th  January  1893. 

7th  December,  1892. — No,  436. — Under  the  provisions  of  section 
2  of  the  Madras  Forest  Act  (V  of  1882),  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Gov- 
ernor in  Council  is  pleased  to  empower  M.  R.  Ry,  B.  Ramachandra  Rao, 
Deputy  Tabsildar  and  Third  class  Magistrate  of  Filer,  in  the  district  of 
Cuddapah,  to  try  forest  offences. 

14th  December  1892, — The  two  months'  leave  granted  to  Rauger 
Liakshman  Rao,  and  notified  at  page  1468,  Part  II  of  the  Fort  St  George 
Gazetie,  dated  25th  October  1892,  is  extended  up  to  8th  January  1892. 

3. — Bombat  Gazettb. 

28ih  November,  1892.— Messrs.  E.  G,  Oliver,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests  and  R.  H.  Madan,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest 
Office,  East  Ehdndesh,  on  the  15th  November  1892,  in  the  afternoon. 

12th  December  1892,-^^0.  4911.— Mr.  C.  Greatheed,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  has  been  allowed  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within  the  period  of  his  leave, 

No.  5062. — Mr.  L.  S.  Osmaston,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
has  been  allowed  by  Her^Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  India  an  exten- 
sion of  leave  on  medical  certificate  for  two  mouths. 
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4.— Bbnoal  Oazbttb. 

6lh  December^  1892. — No.  4212. — Conseqaent  on  the  return  of 
Mr.  H.  H.  Davis,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  grade,  from  the 
leave  granted  to  him  in  the  Notification,  dated  4th  June,  1891,  the  fol- 
lowing reversions  are  ordered  in  the  Upper  Controlling  Staff  of  the 
Bengal  Forest  Department,  with  effect  from  the  8rd  November,  1892  :— 

Mr.  £.  O.  Chester,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Ist 
grade,  to  revert  to  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade. 

Mr.  C.  G.  D.  Fordyoe,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
2nd  grade,  to  revert  to  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  grade. 

Mr,  G.  A.  Richardson,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests 
2nd  grade,  to  revert  to  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  8rd  grade. 

5._N.  W.  P.  &  OuDH  Gazbttb 

ISik  December,  i89J^.— No.  5636.— Pandit  Sadanand,  Forest  Ban- 
ger, 2nd  grade,  to  be  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  giade 
with  effect  from  the  23rd  July,  1892. 

leth  Deeemher.  1892.— N<}.  5696.— Pandit  Sada  Nand,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  attached  to  the  Jaunsir  Forest 
Division,  in  the  School  Circle,  with  effeot  from  the  date  of  taking 
ehftrge  of  his  duties. 

6. — Punjab  Gazbttb. 

2nd  December,  1892.— TSo.  545.— Messrs.  L.  Gisbome  Smith  and 
J.  H.  Lace,  Deputy  Conservators  of  Forests,  respectively  made  over 
and  received  charge  of  the  Direction  Division  and  the  duties  of  Perso- 
nal Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of  Forests,  Punjab,  on  the  forenoon  of 
the  19th  October,  1892,  consequent  on  the  latter's  return  to  duty  from 
the  privilege  leave  granted  him  in  Punjab  Government  OauUe  Notifica- 
tion No.  725  S.,  dated  23rd  September,  1892. 

Mr.  Lace  holds  charge  of  the  Personal  Assistantship  in  addition  to 
his  other  duties. 

9th  December,  1892.— No,  564.— His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
emor  of  the  Punjab  is  pleased  to  make  the  following  promotion  with 
effect  from  the  Ist  October,  1892  :— 

Sikdhu  Singh,  Forest  Ranger,  to   be  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  4th  Grade. 

Note. — When  DatUat  £dm  r^oins  he  will  he  ranked  above  Sadhu 
Singh. 

2ith  December,  1892.— No.  595.— Mr.  G.  G.  Minniken,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  1  month  and  10 
days,  under  Articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  with 
effect  from  the  1st  January,  1893,  or  from  such  subsequent  date  as  he 
may  avail  himself  of  it. 
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— GbNTRAL  PbOVINOXS  GAZBtTB. 

Sth  December^  1892.— No.  4786.^Mr.  H.  S.  E.  Edie,  Asflistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Nagpur  to  the  Ghhindwara 
Forest  Division. 

Mr.  Edie  relinquished  charge  of  his  duties  at  Nagpur  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  4th  November,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  Chhindwara 
Division  from  Mr.  M.  W.  FozStrangways,  i.  o.  &|  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner, on  the  forenoon  of  the  9th  ultimo. 

\bth  December,  1892.— No.  4870.— With  reference  to  Notification 
No.  2618,  dated  the  26th  July,  1892,  Khan  Sahib  Munshi  Mahomed 
Ghouse,  Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  returned  from  the 
privilege  leave  granted  to  him,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  Raipur 
Forest  Division  from  Colonel  W.  S.  Brooke,  Deputy  Commissioner, 
Baipor,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  28th  ultimo. 

No.  4872. — Mr,  A.  A.  Watson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
has  been  granted,  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  three 
months'  leave  on  medical  certificate,  in  further  extension  of  the  leave 
on  medical  certificate  granted  him  by  Notification  No.  2514,  dated  the 
2l8t  July,  1892. 

2ltt  December,  1892. — ^The  follovring  transfers  of  Rangers  in  the 
Mandla  Forest  Division  are  made  in  the  interests  of  the  public  service, 
with  effect  from  the  1st  November,  1892  :— 

AJli  MuttalLi,  Forest  Banger  1st  grade,  from  the  Dindori  to  the 
Shaipura  Bange. 

Srideo  Bajpai,  Forest  Ranger  5th  grade,  from  the  Shaipura  to  the 
Dindori  Bange. 

8. — BuBMA  Gazbttb. 

30^  November,  1892.— No.  295.— At  the  departmental  examin- 
ations held  at  Rangoon,  Monywa,  and  Mimbu  on  the  7th  Novemlser, 
1892,  the  following  officers  passed  the  examination  in  Forest  Procedure 
and  Accounts  for  Forest  Officers  prescribed  in  Chapter  IV  of  the 
Departmental  Examination  Bules  : — 

Mr.  H.  N.  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Mr.  J.  Messer,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Bum  Murdoch,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 
No.  296. — At  the    departmental  examination    held  at   Bangoon, 
Monywa,  and  Mimbu  on  the  7th  Novemt>er,  1892,  the  following  Forest 
Officers  passed  the  examination  in  Law  and  Revenue  for  Forest  Officers 
prescribed  in  Chapter  IV  of  the  Departmental  Examination  Rules  : — 

Mr.  H.  N.  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Mr.  M.  Kavanagh,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 
26fA  JTovember,  1892.— No.  28 —With  reference  to  Revenue 
Department  Notification  No.  893  F.,  dated  the  Sth  instant,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Branthwaite,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests*  made  over, 
and  Mr.  W.  F.  L.  Tottenham,  officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
received,  charge  of  the  Pegu  subdivision  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th 
instant. 
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No.  29. — With  referenoe  to  Revenue  Department  Notification 
No.  393F.,  dated  the  8th  instant,  Mr.  J.  Messer,  Assistant  ConserTator 
of  Forests,  made  over  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Branthwaite,  officiating  Deputy 
Conservator  of  ForestS)  received,  charge  of  the  Working  Plans  Division 
on  the  forenoon  of  the  26th  instant. 

25th  November,  1892.— No.  11. — With  referenoe  to  Revenue 
Department  Notification  No.  825,  dated  Rangoon,  the  13th  October, 
1892,  Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over, 
and  Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Bruce,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  received, 
charge  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  division  on  forenoon  of  the  16th  Nov- 
ember, 1892. 

30th  ITovember,  1892.— No.  13.— With  referenoe  to  Revenne 
Department  Notifications  No.  390  and  391  (Forests),  dated  Rangoon, 
the  30th  November,  1892,  Mr.  R.  C.  Dun,  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  T.  McHarg,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservators  of 
Forests,  respectively,  made  over  and  received  charge  of  the  Bhamo 
Forest  division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22nd  November,  1892. 

Ist  December,  1892. — No.  30. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  364,  dated  the  22nd  October,  1892,  Mr.  G.  R 
Long,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over  charge  of  his 
duties  in  the  Toungoo  division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  November, 
1892,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  Myanaung  subdivision,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  17th  November,  1892. 

1892 — No.429. — In  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  by  sections  37 
and  43  (a)  of  the  Burma  Forest  Act,  1881,  the  Chief  Commissioner 
adds  the  following  provisos  to  Rule  8  of  the  Lower  Burma  Forest  Rales 
published  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No,  327,  dated  the  14th 
October  1892,  in  supersession  of  provisos  2  and  3  of  the  said  rule.  Pro- 
viso (  2  )  of  this  notification  will  come  into  force  at  once.  Proviso  (3) 
will  come  into  force  from  the  1st  January  1893  : — 

(  2  )  No  person  shall  cut  trees  within  two  chains  of  the  banks  of 
any  stream  or  of  the  outer  edge  of  the  berm  of  any  public  road  to  which 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the  district  in  which  the  stream  or  road  is 
situated  may  by  public  notice  declare  this  rule  to  apply.  The  notices 
published  under  this  rule  shall  specify  the  points  on  the  stream  or  road 
referred  to  between  which  the  cutting  of  trees  is  prohibited,  and  shall 
be  served  on  the  headmen  of  all  villages  near  and  posted  up  at  conve- 
nient places  in  such  villages  and  along  the  banks  of  the  stream  or  along 
the  road.  The  Deputy  Commissioner  may  cancel  or  vary  bj  publication 
in  similar  manner  any  notices  issued  under  this  rule. 

(  3  )  (  i  )  On  all  firewood  brought  to  Rangoon,  Pegu,  Prome, 
Shwedaung,  Paungd6,  Yandoon,  Henzada,  Thayetmyo,  Moulmein,  Shwe- 
gyin,  Toungoo,  Tavoy^  Mergui,  and  so  much  of  Bassein  as  lies  to  the 
east  of  the  Ngawun  river  there  shall  be  levied  the  following  fees  :^ 

Rs.  A.  p. 
On  firewood  not  exceeding  6  feet  in   length  and  2 

feet  in  girth,  per  1,000  billets  10    0    0 

On   firewood   not   exceeding   4   feet   6   inches  in 

length  and  2  feet  in  girth,  per  1,000  billets  ...  8  0  0 
On   firewood   not   exceeding  4   feet   6   inches   in 

length  and  1  foot  in  girth,  per  1,000  billets  ...  2  8  0 
On  firewood  not  exceeding  3  feet  in  length  and    1 

foot  in  girth,,  per  1,000  billets 10    0 
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On  firewood,  small,  in  bundles  of  10,  not  exceed- 
ing 1  foot  in  length,  per  1,000  bundles            ...  10     0 
On  firewood,  per  log  or  billet  of  other  dimensions  0     4     0 
On  firewood,  per  cart-load             040 

Or  at  the  option  of  the  person  paying  the  fees  in  the  case  of  fire- 
wood brought  in  split  and  stacked,  the  following  fees  : — 

For  a  stock  6' X  6' X  6'  ...  14     0 

For  a  stack  6'  x  5'  x  3'  ...  0     8    0 

Or,  at  the  option  of  the  person  paying  the'fees,  at  the  rate  of  Bs-  6 
per  stack  of  1,000  cubic  feet. 

( ii  )  The  fees  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  clause  shall  be  levied,  in 
the  case  of  firewood  brought  into  Rangoon,  at  one  or  other  of  the  col- 
lecting stotions  at  Al6n,  Pazundaung,  Botataung,  William  Street  wharf 
or  Sinmaleik. 

In  the  case  of  the  remaining  towns  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
clause  the  fees  shall  be  levied,  if  the  firewood  is  brought  by  boat,  at 
one  or  other  of  the  landing-places  mentioned  in  the  second  column  of 
the  followiug  table,  and,  if  the  firewood  is  brought  by  land,  at  any 
place  on  the  routes  mentioned  in  the  third  column,  which  the  Chief 
Commissioner  prescribes  to  be  the  only  routes  by  which  firewood  shall 
be  brought  by  land  into  the  said  towns  : — 


Town. 

Land  routea 

Pegu 

(1)  The  river-bank     near     the 
Forest  revenue  station. 

(1)  The  Rangoon  road. 

Prome 

(2)  The    river-bank  between  the 
water- works  and  the  Forest 
office. 

(1)  The  Shwedanng  road. 

(2)  The  old  Myed6  road. 

(3)  The  new  Myed6  road. 

PauDgd^             — 

" 

(1)  The  Shwedanne  road. 

(2)  The  Tapun  roaid. 

(3)  The  Hmattaing  road. 

(4)  The  Nattalin  road. 

Shwedanng 

(1)  The   river-bank  opposite    to 
the  bazaar. 

(1)  The  Prome  road. 

(2)  The  Paangd6  road. 

Tandoon 

(1)  The  river-Unk  at  Kyundelk  ( 

(2)  The  river-bank  at  Zeseik 

(3)  The  river-bank  at  Yonseik 

(1)  Firewood     to       be 
bronffht  to  the  land- 
ing-placeB  prescribed 
in  column  2. 

Henzada             — 

(1)  The   river-bank    opposite   to 

the  bazaar. 

(2)  The  river-bank  near  the  Gov- 

erament  timber  dep6t. 
(1)  The  river-bank    between  the 
Thanaroad  and  the  Okpo 
road. 

(1)  The  Neikban  road. 

Thayetmyo 

(2)  The  Ingabo  road. 

(1)  The  Mind6n  road. 

(2)  The  Mind6  road. 

(3)  The  Strand  road. 

(4)  The  T6ndaung  road. 

Tonngoe 

(1 )  The  Government  timber  depdt 

(1)  The  Kanyo  road. 

(2)  The  Kinzeik  road. 
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Town. 


Landing-places. 


Land  route. 


Shwegyin 


Moulmein 


Tavoy 


Mergni 


Bassein  in  the  east 
of  the  Ngawun- 


(1)  The  river-bank    at   Pyinma- 
binzeik. 


(1)  Nant6 

(2)  Battery     point    Govemment 

timber  depdt. 

(3)  The  Mapon  chief  jetty. 

(1)  The  Sinzeik  Govemment  tim- 
ber dep6t. 

(2).The  dep6t  below  Messrs.  Crisp 
and  Co.*B  milL 

(1)  The  Ndnkl^  Govemment  tim- 

ber depdt. 

(2)  The    shore    above  the    stone 

bazaar. 

(1)  Sinobo 

(2)  The  Government  timber  depdt 

(3)  Kyaokngu 


(1)  The  Kywed^  road. 

(2)  The  Circular  road. 

(3)  The  Payagyi  road. 

(1)  The  Amherst  road. 


(I)  The  Slam  road. 


(1)  The  Ealwi  road. 


(1)  The  Sinobo  road. 

(2)  The  Tadagyidanrosd. 

(3)  The  Shany  wa  road. 


( iii )  No  firewood  shall  be  brought  into  any  of  the  towns  referred 
to  in  clause  ( i )  until  the  fees  payable  in  respect  thereof  as  prescribed 
in  clause  ( i )  shall  have  been  paid. 

(iv)  Notwithstanding  the  proTiaions  of  clauses  (i),  (ii),  and 
( iii )  above,  no  fees  shall  be  levied  on  head-loads  of  firewood  brought 
by  women  into  any  of  the  towns  mentioned  in  clause  ( i  ). 

(  4 )  ( i  )  A  fee  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  6  per  1,000  cubic  feet  shall  be 
paid  on  all  firewood,  being  the  produce  of  land  at  the  disposal  of  Govern- 
ment, used  by  steamers,  launches,  railways,  or  brickfields  in  Lower 
Burma.  Such  fee  shall  be  paid  before  the  firewood  is  utilized.  Con- 
sumers may,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Conservator  of  Forests,  take 
out  prepaid  licenses  in  the  form  of  license  ( Form  XV )  attached  to 
these  rules  for  the  total  quantity  of  firewood  to  be  consumed  during  any 
fixed  period  not  exceeding  one  year  or,  in  the  case  of  firewood  intended 
to  be  supplied  to  the  Railway,  during  any  period.  The  fee  for  prepaid 
licenses  shall  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  Rs,  5  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of 
firewood  stacked. 

( ii )  Deputy  Commissioners,  Deputy  Conservators  of  Forests,  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  and  any  officer  specially 
empowered  in  this  behalf  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  may  grant  free 
passes  for  firewood  to  be  burnt  in  the  manufacture  of  bricks  for  pagodas 
and  other  religious  buildings,  or  wells  and  other  works  of  public  utility. 
Form  XV. — Prepaid  License  for  Firewoods 

License  to  cut,  saw,  convert,  or  remove  cubic  feet  of  firewood 

during  the  period  from  the  to  the  has  been  granted 

under  the  Lower  Burma  Forest  Rule  to  on  payveot 

of  Rs.  being  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  5  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of 

firewood  stacked,  subject  to  the  following  conditions  : — 
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( i  )  that  this  license  is  not  transferable  ; 

( ii )  that  this  license  does  not  exempt  the  holder  from  the  pay* 
ment  of  datj  on  firewood  brought  into  lUngoon,  Pegu,  Prome,  Paun- 
gd^,  Shwedaong,  Tandoon,  Henzada,  Thyetmyo,  Toungoo,  Shwegyin, 
Moulmein,  Tavoy,  Mergui,  on  that  part  of  Baesein  which  lies  to  the 
east  of  the.Ngawun. 

Breach  of  condition  ( 1 )  of  this  license  will  render  the  license 
liable  to  forfeiture  and  the  holder  thereof  to  the  punishment  proyided 
in  the  Forest  Rules. 

No.  430. — In  exercise  of  the  power  conferred  by  section  43  ( f )  of 
the  Lower  Burma  Forest  Act,  1881,  the  Chief  Commissioner  makes  the 
following  addition  to  Rule  17  of  the  rules  published  in  this  department 
Notification  No.  11,  dated  the  10th  January  1883.  This  addition  shall 
come  into  force  from  the  1st  January   1893  : — 

All  firewood  in  respect  of  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  any 
money  is  payable  to  Qoyemment  may  be  stopped  and  examined  by  a 
Forest  Officer  anywhere  at  a  landing-place  or  on  a  land  route  prescribed 
under  Rule  8,  proviso  (  3 )  ( ii ). 

No.  431. — In  exercise  of  the  power  conferred  by  sections  87  and 
43  (a)  of  the  Burma  Forest  Act,  1881,  the  Chief  Commibsioner  makes 
the  following  rules  for  the  Arakan  division  concerning  the  levy  of  a 
duty  on  firewood  and  the  protection  of  shade  trees  on  the  banks  of 
streams  and  sides  of  roads.  These  rules  shall  be  read  with  the  rules 
published  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  12,  dated  the  10th 
January  1883,  and  shall  come  into  force  from  the  1st  January  1893 :— « 
8,  (  i  )  On  all  firewood  brought  to  Akyab  there  shall  be  levied 
the  following  fees  : — 

Rs,  A.  A. 
On  firewood  not  exceeding  6  feet  in  length  and  2 

feet  in  girth,  per  1,000  billets  10    0    0 

On  firewood  not  exceeding  4  feet  6  Inches  in  length 

and  2  feet  in  girth,  per  1,000  billets 8    0    0 

On    firewood  not    exceeding    4  feet   6    inches  in 

length  and  1  foot  in  girth,  per  1,000  billets  ...       2     8    0 
On  firewood  not  exceeding  3  feet  in  length  and  1 

foot  in  girth,  per  1,000  billets  10    0 

On  firewood,  small,  in  bundles  of  10,  not  exceed- 
ing 1  foot  in  length,  per  1  000  bundles  ...       1     0    0 
Or,  at  the  option  of  the  person  paying  the  fees  in  the  case  of  fire* 
wood  brought  in  split  and  stacked,  the  following  fees  : — 

Rs.  A.  p. 
For  a  stack  6'  x  6'  x  6'  ...  ...  ...       1     4    0 

For  a  stack  6'  x  5'  x  3'  ...  ...  ...       0    8    0 

Or,  at  the  option  of  the  person  paying  the  fees,  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  6 
per  stack  of  1.000  cubic  feet. 

(  ii )  The  fees  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  clause  shall   be  paid  at 
one  or  other  of  the  following  landing-places  : — 

( 1 )  The  bank  of  the  Satyogya  creek  between  Eathiywa  stream  and 
Piligaung  road. 

(  2  )  The  bank  of  the  Ealadan  river  from  Paikseik  or  Jhallia  creek 
to  Monaatery  road. 
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( iii )  No  firewood  shall  be  removed  from  any  of  the  places  referred 
to  in  clause  ( ii )  until  the  fees  payable  in  respect  thereof  as  prescribed 
in  clause  (i )  shall  have  been  paid. 

( iv  )  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  clauses  (i),  (ii)  and  (iii) 
above,  no  fees  shall  be  levied  on  head-loads  of  firewood  brought  by 
women  into  Akyab. 

9.  A  fee  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  6  per  1,000  cubic  feet  shall  be  paid  on 
all  firewood,  being  the  produce  of  land  at  the  disposal  of  Government, 
used  by  steamers,  launches,  railways,  or  brickfields  in  the  Arakan  divi- 
sion. Such  fee  shall  be  paid  before  the  firewood  is  utilized.  Consumers 
may,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioner,  take  out  prepaid 
licenses  in  the  form  of  License  Form  III  attached  to  these  rules  for  the 
total  quantity  of  firewood  to  be  consumed  during  any  fixed  period  not 
exceeding  one  year.  The  fee  for  prepaid  licenses  shidl  be  calculated  at 
the  late  of  Rs.  5  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of  firewood  stacked. 

10.  Deputy  Commissioners,  and  any  ofilcer  specially  empowered 
in  this  behalf  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  may  grant  free  passes  for 
firewood  to  be  burnt  in  the  manufacture  of  bricks  for  pagodas  and 
othisr  religious  buildings,  or  wells  and  other  works  of  public   utility. 

11.  No  person  shall  cut  trees  within  two  chains  of  the  banks  of 
any  stream  or  of  the  outer  edge  of  the  berm  of  any  public  road  to 
which  the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the  district  in  which  the  stream  or 
road  is  situated  may  by  public  notice  declare  this  rule  to  apply.  The 
notices  published  under  this  rule  shall  specify  the  points  on  the  stream 
or  road  referred  to  between  which  the  cutting  of  trees  is  piohibited,  and 
shall  be  served  on  the  headmen  of  all  villages  near  and  posted  up  at 
conspicuous  places  in  such  villages  and  along  the  banks  of  the  stream  or 
along  the  road.  The  Deputy  Commissioner  may  cancel  or  vary  by 
publication  in  similar  manner  any  notices  issued  under  this  rule. 

10.  Any  person  infringing   Rule  8  or  Rule  9  or  Rule  11   shall  be 
punishable  with   imprisonment  for  a  term   which   may   extend  to  six 
months,  or  with  fine  which  may  extend  to  Rs.  500,  or  with  both.* 
Form  III. — Prepaid  License  for  Firewood, 

LiOENBB  to  cut,  saw,  convert,  or  remove  cubic  feet  of  firewood 

during  the  period  from  the  to  the  has  been  granted 

under  the  Arakan  Forest  Rules  to  on  payment 

of  Rs.  being  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  5  per  1,000  cubic  feet  of  firewood 

stacked,  subject  to  the  following  conditions  : — 
(  i  )  that  this  license  is  not  transferable  ; 

( ii )  that  this  license  does  not  exempt  the  holder  from  the  payment 
of  duty  on  firewood  brought  into  Akyab. 

Breach  of  condition  ( i )  of  this  license  will  render  the  license  liable 
to  forfeiture  and  the  holder  thereof  to  the  punishment  provided  in  Rule 
10  of  the  Arakan  Forest  Rules. 

1th  December^  1892.— No.  436. — The  following  transfers  are  or- 
dered in  the  Forest  Department : — 

Mr.  H.  N.  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  from 
Monywa  to  the  charge  of  the  Miugiu  sub-division  of  the 
Lower  Chindwin  division. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  from 
Kindat  to  the  charge  of  the  Paungbyin  sub-division  of  the 
Upper  Chindwin  division. 
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Sth  December,  1892.— :No.  487.— Mr.  B.  F.  Lowis,  fotra  Awiatant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  the  Pjinmaxia  Forest  divi- 
sion to  the  charge  of  the  Ruby  Mines  sulniiTision  of  the  Eatba  Forest 
division. 

No.  439. — Under  the  provisions  of  seotion  4,  sub-tseotion  (2),  of 
the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Begalation,  1867,  the  Chief  Commissioner 
appoints  the  Forest  OfScer  in  charge  of  the  Bhamo  Forest  division  to 
be  the  Forest  Officer  to  assist  the  Forest  Settlement  Officer  in  the  en- 
quiry ordered  in  this  department  Notification  No.  168,  dated  the  2nd 
Gotober,  1890. 

No.  300.— 'At  the  departmental  examinations  held  at  Bassein, 
Theyetmyo,  Moulmein,  Tayoy,  Shwegyin,  Toungoo,  Mandalay,  Bhamo, 
Katha,  Mdgok,  Monywa,  Ye-u,  Min^,  Myingyan,  Yamethin,  Lashio, 
and  Taunggyi  (Southern  Shan  States)  on  the  7th  and  8th  November, 
1892,  the  following  officers  passed  in  Burmese  by  the  standards 
specified  :— 

Higher  StandarcL 

Mr.  H.  N.  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  ForestSi. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Lower  Standard, 

Mr.  A.  M.  Bum-Murdoch^  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, — 

toith  credit. 
Mr.  M.  Kavauagh,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,-^ 

with  credit. 

9th  Decemhevy  1892. — No,  14. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notifications  Nos.  362  and  363  (Forests),  dated  the  19th  Octo- 
ber, 1892,  Mr.  D.  L.  Richardson,  Myoolc,  reported  his  arrival  at  Katha 
for  forest  settlement  duty  ou  the  forenoon  of  the  24th  November,  1892. 

No.  15,^- With  reference  to  Revenue  Department  Notification 
No.  391,  (Forests),  dated  the  3rd  November,  1892,  Mr.  R.  C.  Dun, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  reported  his  arrival  in  Eatha  on  the 
fcrenoon  of  the  29th  November,  1 892. 

13th  December,  1892.— No.  451. — Under  the  provisions  of  Article 
291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regalntions,  Mr.  0.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  three  months 
with  effect  from  the  date  on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

No.  452.— .Under  the  provisions  of  Article  340  (b)  of  the  Civil 
Service  Regulations,  furlough  for  four  days  is  granted  to  Mr.  H.  Slade. 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  extension  of  the  furlough  for  15 
months  granted  to  him  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  53 
(Forests),  dated  the  12th  March,  1891,  and  the  extension  thereof  for 
three  months  granted  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

I5th  December,  1892. — No.  307. — At  the  departmental  examination 
held  at  Moulmein  on  the  7th  November,  1892,  the  following  officer 
passed  the  examination  in  Forest  Procedure  and  Accounts  for  Forest 
Officers  prescribed  in  Chapter  lY  of  the  Departmental  Examination 
Rules  :— 

Mr.  P.  W.  Healy,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 
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20th  Deecmber,  1892.— No.  460.— -Mr.  G.  R.  Long,  Assistant 
OoDservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Myanaung  to  the  charge  of 
the  South  Tenasserim  Forest  Diyision. 

2l8t  December,  1892— No.  461.— The  following  alteration  of  rank 
is  ordered  in  the  Forest  Department  :— 

With  effect  from  the  2nd  August  1892,  consequent  on  the  retam 
of  Mr.  H,  B.  Ward  from  privilege  leare  : 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hobart- Hampden,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  ^(officiat- 
ing 2nd)  grade,  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd  grade. 
^0.  462,  —The  following  temporary  promotion  is  ordered  in  the 
Forest  Department,  with  effect  from  the  7th   November,  1892  :— 

Mr.  J.  Messer,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade,  to 
officiate  as  Assistant  Conservator,  1st  grade. 
22w^  Decemhevy  1892. — No.  463. — The  Chief  Commissioner 
appoints  Lieutenant  H.  N.  Warde,  Assistant  Commissioner,  to  sacceed 
the  Subdivisional  Officer,  Yawdwin,  as  Forest  Settlement  Officer  for  the 
purpose  of  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Notification  No,  244 
dated  the  19th  August,  1892. 

No.  464. — Mr.  J.  M.  T.  George,  Assistant  Commissioner,  is  ap* 
pointed  to  be  a  Settlement  officer  in  the  Sagaing  district. 

20th  December,  1892.— No.  16.— Mr.  W.  A.  Hearsey,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  reported  this  return  from  the  priTilei^e 
leave  granted  to  him  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  215, 
Forests,  of  the  29th  September  1892,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  ht 
December  1892. 

10.^-Htderabad  Rbsidbnoy  Gazette. 

23rd  November,  l892.— No.  354.— The  Resident  is  pleased  to 
invest  the  below  mentioned  Forest  Officers  in  Berar  with  the  powers 
described  in  section  36  (a),  (b),  (c),  (d),  (f)j  (g),  and  (h),  of  the  Berar 
Forest  Law,  1886:- 

Mr.  G.  F.  Prevost,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests. 
Mr.  E.  M.  Coventry,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 
Mr.  Mansukh  Rai,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 
Mr.  C.  Haldane,  EztrfiL  A-Ssistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

11. — Mysobb  Gazbttb, 

16th  December,  119^.— No.  8627.  Mr.  B.  Srinivasa  Rao,  Sub-Assia- 
tant  Conservator  of  Forests,  reported  himself  for  duty  in  the  Kolar 
District  on  the  forenoon  of  the  15th  November,  1892. 

8th  December,  1892.— lHo.  8043— G.  1956-92.— Mr.  S.  A.Bapu 
Rao  assumed  charge  of  the  Office  of  the  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Bangalore,  on  the  11th  August  1892* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39 

Sample  Page  of  Index,  Vols.   I  to  XVII. 
Price  Re.  1. 
W. 

Wales,  New  South,  timber  trees  of,  XI.  272. 
Walking  sticks,  wood  used  in  making,  XV.  454. 
Wallace,  Professor,  on  Indian  forestry,  XV.  423. 

„       cattle,  XV.  199. 
„  „  again,  XV.  365. 

Walnut,  French,  VII.  299  ;  IX.  374  ;  X.  102. 

„        wood  supplied  to  Government  Departments,  XIII.  19(5. 
„  „      used  for  veneering,  IX.  374. 

„  „     uses  of,  X,  197. 

Warrant  of  precedence  and  Forest  officers,  XV.  27. 
Warth's  discovery  of  age  of  Salt-Range  beds,  XII.  184. 
Wasps,  how  to  destroy,  VIII.  172. 
Wasteofwood,  III.  149. 
Water  in  trees,  amount  of,  II.  415. 

„       level,  use  of,  in  contouring,  IX.  549. 
„       system  in  the  Aude,  management  of.  III,  225. 
„       test  for  pure,  XV.  328. 
Wattle  cultivation  as  an  industry,  X.  553. 

„       tree  cultivation,  XV.  247. 
Wax,  Chinese  insect  white,  XI.  339. 
Weather  in  India  during  December,  XV.  204. 

„  „         „       October-December,  XVI.  235. 

„  „         „       October,  November,  XV.  121. 

Weeping  tree,  XIII.  179. 

Weevil,  note  on  the  destruction  of  the  black,  XIII.  87. 
Weight  of  Deodar  seed,  VJII.  293. 
Weisse's  height  measurer,  XIV.  169,  263,  596. 
Well  construction,  X.  227. 
Wheat,  Punjab,  X.  369. 
White  ants,  VII.  371. 
„         „     and  mango  trees,  XV.  369. 
„         „     poison  for,  XV.  246,  370. 
„         „     treatment  of  plants  attacked  by,  XIV.  143, 
Wild  beasts,  extermination  of,  in  the  C.  P.,  XVII.  409. 
Witchcraft  in  Bengal,  I.  318. 
Wonderful  sight  in  the  forests,  X.  52. 

„         timber  region,  IX.  330. 
Wood  as  food,  XVIi.  215,  360. 

ashes,  analysis  of,  VIII.  299. 

business  in  Russia,  X.  240. 

exhibits  at  Colonial  Exhibition,  S.  Kensington,  XII.  429, 

for  cigar  boxes,  XII.  64,  286,  383. 

„    cricket  bats,  XV.  41. 

„    opium  boxes,  IX.  411. 

„    shafts,  XII.  64. 
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— Madras  Gazette. 


22nd  December,  1892.— No.  2.— Mr.  H.  Mclntoah,  Assifitaut  Con< 
servator  of  Forests,  Second  grade,  to  act  as  District  Forest  Officer  of 
Cnddapah  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Lodge  on  leave,  or  until 
farther  orders 


23rd  January,  1893.— No.  25.— 


Namr. 

Present  grade. 

Grade  to  which 
promoted. 

Nature  of 
promotion. 

Mr.  T.  0.  A.  Gaadoin 

Sab-AsBistant   Con- 
servator of  Forests, 
2nd  Grade. 

Extra  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests, 
4th  Grade. 

Permanent- 

3. — BoiiBAY  Qazbttb. 

Srd  January,  1893.— No,  26.— Hari  Bhau  Ubha,  inhabitant  of 
Mohadi  in  the  Ahmednagar  District  and  late  a  forest  guard  in  the  Igat- 
puri  Range  of  the  N^aik  Forest  Division,  having  been  convicted  under 
Section  161  of  the  Indian  Penal  Code,  is  hereby  declared  incapable  of 
aerving  Government  again  in  any  capacity. 

4th  January,  1893. — No.  74. — His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Coancil  is  pleased  to  appoint — 

Mr.  G.  P.  Millett  to  be  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  North  Thana ; 

Mr  C.  Greatheed  to  be  Divgional  Forest  OQcer,  South  Thana ; 

Mr.  A.  C.  Robinson,  .L  o.  B.«  to  be  Extra  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Southern  Circle. 

9th  January,  1893. — Mr.  L.  D.  Joshi,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  delivered  over  charge  of  the  Sub-division  Office,  Satara,  to 
Mr.  B.  M.  Kharkar,  Huzur  Deputy  Collector,  Satara,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  3rd  December,  1892,  and  received  charge  of  the  Sub-Division 
Office,  East  Khandesh,  from  Mr.  B.  H.  Dalai,  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  on  the  15th  idem,  before  office  hours. 

2.  Messrs.  G.  S.  Hinge  and  B.  H.  Dalai,  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vators of  Forests,  respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge  of 
the  West  Khandesh  Sub-Division  Forest  Office  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
17th  December,  1892. 

3.  Mr  B.  M.  Kharkar,  Huzur  Deputy  Collector,  Satara,  delivered 
over  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Hinge,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
received  charge  of^  the  Satara  Sub-Division  Forest  Office  on  the  forenoon 
of  the  20th  December,  1692. 
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I7th  Jawmry,  1893,— Mr.  G.  P.  Millett,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Mr.  C.  Greatheed,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Third  Grade,  respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge 
of  the  South  Thana  Forest  Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  lOth 
January,  1898.. 

4,— Bengal  Gazette. 

3rcZ  January,  1898, — No.  13. — Mr.  C.  S.  Murray,  o.  l  e„  Assis- 
tant Conimissioner,  Chittagong  Hill  Tracts,  was  in  charge  of  the  Chlt- 
tagong  Forest  Division,  from  the  afternoon  of  the  lOtli  July,  1892,  to 
the  afternoon  of  the  26th  August  1892,  when  he  was  relieved  by  Mr. 
C.  G.  D.  Fordyce,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  second 
grade. 

2iih  January,  1893.— No.  363.— Mr.  A.  H.  Mee,  Officiating 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  is  confirmed  in  that 
appointment,  with  effect  from  the  28th  October,    1892. 

2ith  January,  1893.— No.  391.— Mr.  R.  Quinnell,  Extra  Aadfl- 
tant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Ist  grade,  in  charge  of  the  Palamau  Forest 
Division,  was  reduced  to  the  2nd  grade  of  Extra  Assistant  Conservators 
for  a  period  of  three  months,  with  effect  from  the  22nd  June,  1892. 

5. — N.    W.    P.    AND  OUDH  GaZSTTB. 

CORRIGENDA. 

2ith  January,  1893,— No.  478A-10.— For  rule  4  of  Notification 
No.  391,  dated  28th  February  1880,  substitute  the  following  :— 

<*  The    Collector  of  Bijnor    is    appointed  to    be    Forest    Oflicer 

within    the    limits    of  his   district,  and  to 

The  Collector  of  Bijnor     exercise   the    powers    of   a  Conservator    of 

drefe^ed°SSitB.  Forests  in  respect  of  those  forests  which  are 

not  under  the  immediate  control  of  a   Divi- 
sional  Officer  of  the  Forest   Department. '' 

In  Notification  No.  302,  dated  28th  February,  1880,  omit  the 
words  *'the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Jhansi,  the  Deputy  Commissioner 
of  Lalitpur. " 

In  rule  5  of  Notification  No.  1004,  dated  2nd  November  1880, 
omit  the  words    "  the  Deputy  Commissiouer  of  Lalitpur.  " 

6, — Punjab  Gazbttb.  • 

iQth  January,  1893.— No.  31.— Messrs.  G.  G.  Minniken  and  L. 
Gisborue  Smith,  Deputy  Conservators  of  Forests,  respectively  made 
over  and  received  charge  of  the  Bashahr  Forest  Division  on  the  fore- 
noon of  10th  January  1893  oousequent  on  the  former's  departure  on 
the  privilege  leave  for  one  month  and  ten  days  granted  to  him  in  Pun- 
jab Government  Notification  No.  595,  dated  24th  December,  1892. 

I7th  January,  1893.— No.  36.— Under  the  provisions  of  Section  2 
of  the  Indian  Forest  Act,  VII  of  1878,  the  Hon'ble  the  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor is  pleased  to  appoint  Captain  J.  S.  E.  Western,  1st  Punjab 
Cavalry,  to  be  a  Forest  Officer  in  respect  of  the  Bandan  Rakh  at  Dera 
Ismail  Khan. 
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19^  Janua/ry,  1893.— No.  44.— Babu  Ladha  Singh  and  Mr.  C.  F. 
Rossiter,  Extra  AssistaDt  CoDservators  of  Forests,  respeotivelj  made 
over  and  received  oharge  of,  the  Montgomery  Forest  Division,  on  the 
forenoon  of  6th  January  1893,  consequent  on  return  of  the  latter  from 
privilege  leave. 

2^th  January^  1893. — No.  57. — Babu  Ladha  Singh,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  has  been  attached  to  the  Mooltan  Forest 
Division  with  effect  from  the  forenoon  of  the  10th  January  1893. 

7. — Central  Frovincbs  Qazettb. 

\ih  January,  1893. — No.  47. — The  twelve  months'  leave  on  medi- 
cal certificate  granted  to  Mr  F.  S.  Barker,  Deputy  Conservator  of  For- 
ests, under  Article  343  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  in  General 
Department  Notification  No  8752,  dated  the  23rd  December  1891,  is 
commuted  into  furlough  without  medical  certificate  under  Article  340 
^6)  of  the  Civil  Service   Regulations. 

Notification  No.  8762,  dated  the  23rd  December  1891,  is  hereby 
canoelled. 

^. — Burma  Qazettr. 

29<A  December,  1892.— No.  466.— Mr.  Frederick  Ryan,  who  has 
been  appointed  on  probation  an  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests 
in  this  province,  reported  his  arrival  in  Rangoon  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  19th  December,  1892. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  posted  to  the  Myanaung  Subdivision  of  the  Western 
Forest  Division,  Pegu  Circle. 

17«A  Decwiher,  1892. — No.  17.  With  reference  to  Revenue  De- 
partment Notification  No.  437  (Forests),  dated  the  8th  December,  1892, 
Mr.  R.  F-  Lowis,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed 
<;harge  of  the  Ruby  Mines  Subdivision  of  the  Katha  Forest  Division  on 
the  forenoon  of  the  23rd  November,  1892. 

6^  «7aftt<ary,  1893. — No.  8. — In  exercise  of  the  power  conferred 
by  section  3  of  the  Burma  Forest  Act,  1881,  and  section  2  of  the 
Upper  Burma  Forest  Regulation,  1887,  respectively,  and  in  superses- 
eion  of  this  department  Notifications  Nos.  110  and  111  (Forests),  dated 
the  28th  March,  1892,  the  Chief  Commissioner  a^ppoints  the  following 
Extra  Assistant  Conservators  of  Forests  to  discharge  the  functions  of 
a  Forest  Officer,  and  to  exercise  all  the  powers  conferred  on  Sub- 
Assistaut  Conservators  by  the  rules  hitherto  made  under  the  enact- 
ments in  question : — 


Mr.  C.  [ngram. 

Mr.  J.  Ailmark. 

Maung  Kal^. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Allan. 

Mr.  D.  L.  K.  Calderwood. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Lane-Ryan. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Powell. 


Mr.  W.  A.  Hearsey. 

Mr.  R,  F.  Lowis. 

Mr.  Maung  W^. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Henly. 

Mr.  M.  Kavanagh. 

Mr.  C.  W.  B.  Anderson, 

Mr.  Frederick  Ryan. 


27<A  December,    1892, — No.  1. — With  reference  to  the   Revenue 
Department  Notifications  Nos.  343  to  347    ( Forests),  dated  the  19th 
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October  1892,  Lieutenant  H.  N.  Warde,  Assistant  Commissioner,  repor- 
ted his  arrival  at  Pakokkii  for  forest  settlement  duty  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  29th  November  1892. 

9th  January,  IS92. — No.  1. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  460F.,  dated  the  20th  December  1892,  Mr,  G.  IL 
Long,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  relinquished  charge  of  the 
Myanaung  subdivision  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  ultimo. 

lOth  Janiiory,  1893.— No.  1. — Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Long,  Assistant  Con 
servator  of  Forests,  received  charge  of,  the  Soath  Tenasserim  Division 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  December  1892.  * 

No.  2. — Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
availed  himself  of  the  three  oionths'  privilege  leave  granted  in  Noti6oa- 
tion  No.  451  (  Forests),  dated  the  13th  December  1892,  on  the  3l8t 
December  1892, 

20ih  January^  1893.— No.  25.— Mr.  D.  L.  K.  Calderwood,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Mandalay  to  the 
Lower  Chindwin  Forest  Division. 

20ih  January,  1893.— No.  26.— Mr.  M.  Eavanagh,  Extra  Assis- 
tant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  AlOn  to  the  Mandalay 
Forest  Division. 

I7th  January,  1893. — No*  2. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  466,  dated  the  9th  December  1892,  Mr.  P. 
Ryan,  Probationary  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed 
charge  of  the  Myanaung  subdivision  of  the  Western  Division  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  4th  January  1893. 

9. — Assam  Gazbttb. 

21s«  January,  1893.— No.  396J.— Privilege  leave  of  absence  for 
two  days,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted 
to  Babu  Jogesvsr  Sur,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Assam, 
in  extension  of  the  leave  granted  in  Notification  No.  83796.,  dated 
the  15th  September  1892. 

IO.^-Htderabad  Rbbidbnot  Gazette. 

10^  December,  1892.— No.  371.— The  Resident  is  pleased  to  de- 
clare that  Mr.  Sreenivasuloo  Naidu,  an  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests  in  Berar,  has  passed  the  examination  prescribed  for  Forest 
Officers  in  the  Byderabad  Assigned  Districts  in  Marathi  by  the  Lower 
Standard. 
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1. — Gazbttb  or  India 

27th  February,  1893.— No.  63.— Mr.  £.  M.  BuchanaD,  Extra 
Assistant  Cooservator  of  Forests,  Port  Blair,  is  appointed  to  be  an 
Assistant  Superintendent  in  the'  Settlement  so  long  as  he  holds  his 
present  office,  or  until  further  orders. 

27th  February^  1893.— No.  208F.— The  following  transfers  have 
been  made  in  the  interests  of  the  public  service: — 

Mr.  £.  O.  Chester,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade, — 
from  the  Andamans  to  Bengal. 

Mr.  C.  G.  O.  Fordyce,  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd  grade, — from 
Bengal  to  the  Andamans. 

27ih  February^  1893.— No.  206-F.— Privilege  leave  for  three 
months,  under  articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations, 
is  granted  to  Mr.  E.  P.  Dansey,  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade, 
Bengal,  with  eflfect  from  the  15th  April,  1893,  or  the  subsequent  date 
on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

Mr.  £.  G.  Chester,  Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  grade,  is  appointed 
to  officiate  as  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengal,  during  Mr.  Dansey's 
absence,  or  until  further  orders. 

2. — Madras  Gazbttjb. 

26ih  January,  ISdS. — No.  41.— Under  section  32  of  the  Madras 
Forest  Act.  (V  of  1882),  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council  is 
pleased  to  declare  that  the  said  Act  and  the  rules  framed  thereunder 
shall  be  applicable  to  the  Saptur  estate  in  the  Madura  district. 

Ut  February,  1898. — The  following  candidates  have  passed  the 
Departmental  Tests  held  in  the  month  of  January,  1893: — 


No. 

Name. 

Designation. 

Tests  passed. 

1 

S.  EggiaNarayanSastri... 
Mahomed  Abdul  Hakim... 

Forester,  Cuddapah 

In  Code  &  Accts. 

2 

Do.      Nellorc 

Do. 

3 

N.S.  Duraiawami  Aiyar... 

Acting  Head  Clerk,  District 
Forest  office,  North  Aroot 

Do. 

4 

GoYindarajaltt  Cbetty   ... 

Forester,  North  Aroot    . . . 

In  Law. 

5 

Mir  Jafir  AU  Kirmoni  Sa- 

Do.    Soath  Arcot      ... 

InGodo  and  Ac- 

ib. 

counts. 

6 

Mr.  Evers     ... 

Do.     Salem 

In  Law. 

7 

R.  Runga  Row 

Clerk,  Salem... 

Do. 

8 

Fanchapakeaa  A  iy ar 

Forester,  Tricbinopoly    ... 

In  Code  and  Ac- 

counts  &  Law. 

IStk  February,  1893.— No.  72.— Mr.  W.  Caroll,  District  Forest 
Officer  Chingleput,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  two  months,  with 
effect  from  or  after  15th  February,  1898,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil 
Service  Recrulations. 

18«A  February,  1893.— No.  73.— M.  R.  Ry.  V.  Alwar  Chetti  Garu, 
Extra  Assitant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,  to  act  as  District 
Forest  Officer  of  Chingleput  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  W.  Caroll  on 
leave,  or  until  further  orders. 
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3. — Bombay  Gazbttb. 

25th  January,  1893.— Mr,  A.  C.  Robinson,  L.  C.  K,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests  substantive  pro-tem.  Third  Grade  and 
South  Sub-Division  Forest  Officer,  North  Thina,  and  Mr.  G  P.  MiUett, 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest 
Officer,  North  Th^na,  respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge 
of  the  South  Sub-Divison  Forest  Office,  North  Th^na,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  14th  January,  1898. 

26th  January,  1893. — Mr.  H.  Murray,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  who  was  appointed  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Working  Plans, 
in  Government  Notification  No.  8697,  dated  4th  November  1892, 
assumed  charge  of  the  office  on  the  afternoon  of  the   11th  idem. 

Mr.  H  Main  waring,  Deputy  Conservator,  received  charge  of  the 
above  office  from  Mr.  Murray  on  the  forenoon  of  the  13th  December 
1892. 

7th  February,  1898. — No.  1078. — His  Excellency  the  Governor 
in  Council  is  pleased  to  confer  upon  Mr.  B.  G.  Deshpande,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests  and  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Ratnagiri, 
the  powets  mentioned  in  section  67  of  the  Indian  Forest  Act,  No.  VII 
of  1878,  as  amended  by  Section  18  of  Act  No.  V  of  1890. 

^th  February,  1898.— Mr.  T.  B.  Fry,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Second  Grade,  joined  the  Northern  Circle  as  Divisional  Forest 
Officer,  Working  Plans,  as  directed  in  Government  Resolution  No.  10144 
of  28th  December  1892,  Revenue  Department,   on  13th  January  1893. 

I5th  February,  1893.— No.  634.— Mr.  J.  L,  L.  MacGregor,  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  S.  C,  has  been  allowed  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within  the  period   of  his  leave. 

nth  February,  1892.— No.  659.— Mr.  L.  S.  Osmaston,  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  has  been  allowed  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  an  extension  of  leave  on  medical  certificate  for  four 
months  and  extraordinary  leave  on  medical  certificate  without  pay  for 
two  months. 

4.— Bengal  Gazettb. 

9<A  February,  1893.— No.  704.— Mr.  W.  M.  Green,   Deputy    Con 
servator  of  Forests  and  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of  Foreats 
Bengal,  is  granted  furlough  for  seven  months,  under  article  371  (a)  of 
the  Civil  Service    Regulations,    with   effect  from  the   Ist  April    1893 
or  any  subsequent  date  on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

20th  February,  1893.— No.  859.— Mr.  E.  G.  Chester,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests  2nd  grade,  is  on  his  transfer  to  Bengal  from  the 
Andamans,  attached  to  the  Direction  Division  for  special  duty  in  con- 
nection with  the  preparation  of  a  working  plan  for  the  Singhbhum 
Reserved  forests. 

2\st  February,  1898.— No.  889.— In  continuation  of  the  Notifica- 
tion, No  4212  For.,  dated  the  5th  December,  1892,  published  at  page 
1076,  Part  I  of  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  the  7th  idem,  the  following 
further  reversions  are  ordered  in  the  Upper  Controlling  Staff  of  the 
Bengal  Forest  Department,  with  effect  from  the  3rd  November,  1892, 
in  consequence  of  the  return  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Davis,  Depnty  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Ist  grade,  from  leave: — 
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1.  Mr.  R.  L.  Heinig,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
third  grade,  to  revert  to  the  fourth  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators. 

2.  Mr.  W.  H.  Lovegrove,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  fourth  grade,  to  revert  to  the  first  grade  of  Assistant  Conser- 
vators of  Forests. 

2l8t  February,  1893.— No.  890. — Consequent  on  the  return  to 
duty  of  Mr.  C.  G.  D.  Fordyce,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  third 
grade,  the  following  reversions  of  officers  of  the  Upper  Controlling  Staff 
of  the  Bengal  Forest  Department  are  ordered  with  effect  from  the  14th 
December.  1892:— 

1.  Mr.  C,  A.  G.  Lillingston,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  third 
grade,  to  revert  to  his  substantive  appointment  of  Deputy  Conservator, 
fourth  grade. 

2.  Mr.  H.  H.  Haines,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  fourth 
grade,  to  revert  to  his  substantive  appointment  of  Assistant  Conser- 
vator, first  grade. 

5. — N.    W.    P.    AND  O0DH  GaZBTTB. 

eth  February,  1893.— No,  114— XIV.  538 A.— In  the  rules  on  page 
33,  Part  XIV,  Vol.  II  of  the  Manual  of  Government  Orders,  add  after 
the  words  "  The  Forest  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Ganges  Division  "  to — 


The  Forest  Officer 
in  charge  of  the  Bun- 
delkhand  Division  to 


The  Collectors  of  Jh4nsi  and  B&nda, 
respectively,  in  respect  of  forests  in 
those  districts. 


lOth  February,  1893.— No.  387.  II.— 233C.— Mr.  Keshava  Nand^ 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  was  attached  to  the  Kheri 
Forest  Division,  Oudh  Circle,  as  Working  Plans  Officer  from  the  15th 
January,  to  the  I7th  September,   1892,  both  days  inclusive, 

lO^A  February,  1893.— No.  112  VII.— 455B.2.— The  Fon'ble  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Chief  Commissioner  is  pleased  to  declare  the 
undermentioned  gentlemen  to  have  passed  the  Departmental  Examina- 
tion of  Junior  Officers,  held  on  the  24th  of  October  1892,  and  follow, 
ing  days,  in  the  subjects  specified  below: — 

V.  FoRBST  Officers. 

Forest  Law, 
By  Higher  Standard. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Leete. 
Land  Revenue  Systems. 
By  Higher  Standard. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Leete. 
Mr.  J,  C.  Tullooh. 

Accounts. 
By  Higher  Standard. 
Mr.  F.  A,  Leete. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Tulloch. 

2ith  February,  1893.— No.  509.— II.  349C.— Mr.  F.  A.  Leete,  issis- 
tant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  special  duty  in  the  Direction  Divison 
of  the  Central  Circle,  is  attached  to  the  Eumaun  Forest  Divison  of  the 
same  oirde  as  Working-Plans  Officer,  with  efifeot  from  the  18th  Novem- 
ber  189-2. 
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2ith  Ftbrvary,  1893.— No.  520— 622B.— The  uodermeiitioned 
officer  has  been  grauted  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
extension  of  leave: — 


Name. 

Service. 

Appointment. 

Period  and  nature 
of  leave. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Down  ... 

Uncovenan- 
ted. 

Deputy  Ck>naervator 
of  Forests 

Five  months  on  medi- 
cal certificate. 

6. — Punjab  Gazettb. 

28fA  Janaary  1893.— No.  69. — The  following  addition  is  made  in 
Punjab  Government  Notification  No.  377|  dated  30th  October  1891  :— 

Mr.  A .  M.  Reuther,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade,  and 
Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade,  to  be  Deputy 
Conservator    of  Forests,  3rd  Grade  substantive  provisional. 

28<A  January  1893.— No.  70.— The  following  addition  is  made  in 
Punjab  Government  Notification  No.  380  of  dOth  October  1891  •— 

Mr.  A.  M.  Reuther,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade, 
substantive  provisional,  to  be  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
3rd  Grade. 

28<A  January  1893. — No.  71. — The  following  addition  ia  made  in 
Punjab  Government  Notification  382,   dated  30th  October  1891  :— 

M.  A.  M.  Reuther,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd 
Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade,  substantive 
provisional. 

28tA  January  1893,— No.  72. — In  Punjab  Government  Notifica- 
tion No,  277  of  4th  June  1892,  omit  the  following  entry : — 

(3)  Mr.  A.  M.  Reuther,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
3rd  Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade,  sub 
pro  tetn. 

30th  January  1893. — No.  77. — Consequent  on  the  departure  of 
Mr.  G.  F.  Prevost,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  Grade 
on  special  leave  for  six  months,  the  following  promotions  shall  have 
efifect  from  the  17th  June  1892-— 

Mr.  W.  King,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade,  to  offi- 
ciate as  Deputy  Conservator  of  of  Forests,  2nd  Grade. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade,  to 
officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Muuro,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  Grade,  to 
officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade. 

30^  January  1893.— No.  78.— Mr.  M.  Muttannah,  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  Ist  Grade,  substantive  (provisional),  ia  transferred  to 
the  Provincial  Branch  of  the  Upper  Controlling  Staff,  and  appointed  as 
Extra  Absistast  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  Grade,  with  effect  from  the 
26th  February  1891. 

Consequent  on  the  above,  the  following  promotion  will  take  place 
with  effect  from  the  18th  June  1892. 
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Mr.  p.  H.  Clutterbttck,  Offioiating  Assistant  CoDservator  of  Forests 
1st  Grade,  to  be  Assistant  Gonseryator  of  Forests,  Ist  Grade,  sabstaD* 
tive  (provisional.) 

iOth  January  1893. — No.  79. — Gonsequent  on  tlie  departure  of 
Mr.  A.  V.  Munro, Officiating  Deputy  Gonservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
on  privilege  leave  for  three  months,  the  following  promotion  shall  have 
efiectfrom  the  28th  June  1892. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Blunt,  Assistant  Gonservator  of  Forests,  Ist  Grade, 
substantive  (provisional),  to  officiate  in  addition  as  Deputy  Gonserrar 
tor  of  Forests,  4ch  Grade. 

ZOth  January  IS23. — No.  80. —Gonsequent  on  the  departure  of 
Mr.  A.  H  Moore,  Officiating  Deputy  Gonservator  of  Forests^  4rd  Grade, 
on  furlough  for  one  year,  the  following  promotions  shall  have  effect 
from  the  2nd  August  1892. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Mclntire,  Deputy  Gonservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade,  to 
officiate  as  Deputy  Gonservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade ; 

Mr.  P.  H.  Clutterbuck,  Assistant  Gonservator  of  Forests,  1st 
Grade,,  substantive  (provisional),  to  officiate  in  addition  as  Deputy 
Gonservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade. 

7th  February  1893.— No.  101.— Mr.  G.  S.  Hart,  Officiating  Deputy 
Gonservator  of  Forests,  Punjab,  is  granted  leave  for  21  days,  under 
Article  291  of  the  Givil  Service  Regulations,  with  effect  from  the  15th 
February  1893,  or  such  subsequent  date,  as  he  may  avail  himself  of 
it 

23rd  February  1893.— No.  138.— Mr.  A.  V.  Munro,  Assistant 
Gonservator  of  Forests,  and  Babu  Lad  ha  Singh,  Extra  Assistant  Gon- 
servator of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge  of 
Mooltan  Forest  Division  bn  the  forenoon  of  20th  instant,  consequent 
on  the  transfer  of  the  former  to  Beluchistan. 

7. — GsNTRAL  Provikcbs  Gactttk. 

lOth  February  1893.— No.  773.— Mr,  P.  H.  Glutterbuck,  Assistant 
Gonservator  of  Forests,  reported  his  return,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  12th 
ultimo,  from  the  privilege  leave  grai^ted  to  him  by  Notification  No. 
4373,  dated  the  14th  November  1892. 

Mr.  Glutterbuck  is  attached  as  Workiug  Plans  Officer  to  the 
Southern  Gircle,  and  assumed  charge  of  his  duties  on  the  forenoon  of 
tha  12th  ultimo. 

I6th  February  1893. — No.  908. — Gonsequent  on  the  departure  of 
Mr.  G.  F.  Prevost,  Officiating  Deputy  Gonservator  of  Forests,  2nd 
Grade,  on  special  leave  for  six  months,  the  following  promotions  shall 
have  effect  from  the  17th  June  1892  — 

See  Punjab  Gazette  Notification  No,  77,  dated  ZOth  January  1893 — 

16^  February  1893.— No.  909.— Mr.  M.  Muttannah,  AsBJstant 
Gonservator  of  Forests,  Ist  Grade,  substantive  (provisional),  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  Provincial  Branch  of  the  Upper  Gontrolling  Staff,  and 
appointed  as  an  Extra- Assistant  Gonservator  of  Forests,  1st  Grade, 
with  effect  from  the  26th  February  1891. 

Set  Punjab  Gazette  NotiflMtion  No.  78,  dated  SOth  January  1893 — 

16«A  February  1893. — No.  910. — Gonsequent  on  the  departure  of 
Mr.  A.  V.  Munro,  Offioiating  Deputy  Gonservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
on  privilege  leave  for  three  months,  the  following  promotion  shall 
have  effect  from  the  28th  June  1892  :— 
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See  Punjab  Gazette  Ifotijteatum  No.  79,  daUd  ZOth  January  1893— 

16eA  Febrvary  1893. — No.  911. — Ooosequent  on  the  departura  of 

Mr.  H.   Moore,  Officiating  Deputy  Conseryator  of  Forests,   3rd  Grade, 

on   furlouf^h  for  one  year,  the  following  promotions   shall   have  effect 

from  the  2nd  August  1892. 

See  Punjab  QazeUe  Notifteaticn  No.  80,  dated  ZQth  January  1893-- 
20tA  February  1893,— No.  970,— Mr.  P.  S  Barker,  Deputy  Con- 
servator  of  Forests,  has  been  granted  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  six  months'  leave  on  medical  certificate,  in  extension  of 
the  twelve  months'  furlough  granted  to  him  by  Notification  No.  47, 
dated  the  4th  ultimo. 

8, — BuBMA  Gazbttb. 

Sth  February  1893— No.  46.— Mr.  M.  Kavanagh,  Extra-Assistrat 
Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade,  on  probation,  is  confirmed  in  his  ap» 
pointmeut  with  effect  from  the  7th  November  1892. 

I5th  February  1893.— No.  55.— Mr.  E.  A.  O'Brien,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  was  on  special  duty  in  the  Katfaa  Foraat 
division  from  the  24th  October  to  the  3rd  November  1892  both 
Inclusive. 

22nd  February  1893.— Na  60.— Under  the  provisions  of  aectioii 
4  (e)  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Regulations,  1887,  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner appoints  Mr.  H.  G.  Sharps,  I.C.S.,  Assistant  Commissionary 
to  succeed  Lieutenant  H.  N.  Warde,  as  Forest  Settlement  Officer  in  the 
cases  of  the  proposed  North  Tama  Laungtauny^  and  Nwue  reserves 
referred  to  in  this  department,  Notification  No.  10  dated  the  2l8t 
January  1892,  No.  10  dated  the  8th  Januarj  1891,  and  No.  11,  dated 
the  8th  January  1891,  respectively. 

23nd  February  1893— No.  66  —Mr.  J.  Messer,  Assistant  Conseiw 
vator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Rangoon  to  the  Working  Plana 
Difision.  Prome,  with  effect  from  the  8rd  December  1892. 

9 — Assam  Gazbttk. 

2nd  February  1893 — No.  698. — Privilege  leave  of  absence  for  one 
month,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  grant- 
ed to  Mr.  H.  G.  Young,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of 
Eamrup  Forest  Division,  with  effect  from  the  26th  January  1893,  or 
the  subsequent  date  on  which  he  may  avail  himselt  of  it. 

2ith  February  1893.— No.  1151.— Mr.  A.  M.  Long,  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests  in  charge  of  the  Sibsagar  Forest  Division,  is  transfer- 
red temporarily  to  the  Eamrup  Forest  Division,  of  which  he  will  hold 
charge  during  the  absence  on  privilege  leave  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Toung,  or 
until  further  orders,  with  effect  from  the  date  of  receiving  charge. 

2ith  February  1893.— No.  1152.— Mr.  R.  H.  M.  Ellis,  Deputy 
CoDser vator  of  Forests  in  charge  of  the  Lakhimpur  Forest  Division,  ia 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Sibsagar  Forest  Division  in  addition  to  his  own 
duties,  until  further  ordere. 

11. — Mtbobb  Gazbttb, 

2ith  January  1893.— No.  12786— G.  2703.— Under  Article  171  of 
the  Mysore  Service  Regulations,  Mr.  Sitarmaiya,  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Mysore,  was  granted  3  days'  casual  leave  of  absenoe  from  the 
5th  December  1892. 
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1. — Gazbttk  or  India. 

2ith  February,  1893. — No.  238F.— Special  leave  for  three  months, 
under  article  348  of  the  Civil  Service  Regiilatione,  is  granted  to  Mr, 
R.  H.  C.  Whirtall,  CoDservator  of  Forests,  2ud  grade,  Punjab,  with 
effect  from  19th  February,  1893. 

Mr.  C.  F.  E  Hot,  Deputy  Conservator,  1st  grade,  Baluchistan,  it 
temporarily  transferred  to  the  Punjab  and  appointed  to  officiate  as 
Conservator,  3rd  grade,  in  charge  of  the  Punjab  Forest  Circle,  with 
effect  from  the  date  on  which  he  assumes  charge  of  that  appointment 
and  until  further  orders, 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lace,  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd  grade,  Punjab,  is 
appointed  to  be  in  charge  of  the  current  duties  of  the  Punjab  Conser- 
vator's Office,  in  addition  to  his  own  duties,  till  Mr.  Elliott  assumes 
charge. 

Mr.  A.  y.  Monro,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade, 
Punjab,  is  transferred  temporarily  to  Baluchisthan,  vice  Mr.  Elliott. 

3nf  March,  1893.— No.  2S8.F.—With  reference  to  the  Notifica- 
tion of  this  Department^  No.  238-F.  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  Mr.  Elliotf 
assumed  charge  of  the  Office  of  Conservator  of  Forests,  Punjab,  on  27th 
February,  1893. 

17 th  March,  1893.— No.  337-F.— With  reference  to  the  Notifioa. 
tion  of  this  Department,  No  238-F.,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Carter,  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  grade,  Pegu  Circle,  Burma,  i» 
appointed  to  officiate  in  the  2nd  grade  of  Conservators  during  Mr.r 
Whittall's  absence  on  leave,  or  until  further  orders,  with  effect  froin 
19th  February,  1893. 

No.  339F. — Furlough  for  one  year,  under  Article  340  (5)  of  the 
Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr.  F,  B.  Dickinson,  Officiating 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Berar,  with  effect  from  25th  March,  1893,  of 
the  date  on  which  he  may  be^  relieved  of  charge  of  the  Berar  Forest 
Circle. 

2.^Madiu8  Oazbttb. 

25th  February,  1893. — E.  Aswatham  Naidu,  d.d.r..  Second-grade 
Forester,  to  be  Fifth-grade  Ranger  from  this  date  (temporary  rank-* 
Rrnrd'n  Proceedings,  Forest  No.  1067,  dated  6th  October  1892)  and 
transferred  to  Kistna. 

26th  February,  1893.--Mr.  E.  C.  M.  Mascarenhas,  Ranger  on 
Rh.  50,  North  Coimbatore  Dtstriot,  is  (granted  privilege  leaVe  for  one 
month,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  from  10th 
March,  1893. 

6th  March,  1893. — The  following  officers  have   passed   the  Depart- 
mental EzHmmation  held  in  January    1893   in    Parts  (a)  and    (b)   of 
pam.  66  of  the  Forest  Code  : — 
North  Malabar  Division         ...     A.  G.  Mncfarlane,  Acting  sub.  joro^em* 

Forester  on  Rs.  40  (with  credit). 
South  Malabar  Division         ...     E.  Raghava  Nair,  Forester,  on  Rb.  20 

(with  credit). 
Nilgiri  District  ...     M.    Srinivasa    Iyengar,    Acting    sub. 

pro  tern.  Forester  on  Rs.  30. 
North  Coimbatore  Division    ...     A.  P.    MiEoy,    Acting  sub.  pro  tern. 

Forester  on  Bs.  30 
Tinnevelly   District  ...     A.  G.  Jesudasan   Piilai,   Acting    sub. 

pro  tem^  Forester  on  Rs.  20. 
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101^  March,  i<J95.— No.  121.— Mr.  A.  W.  C.  SUDbrough,  Aotiog 
Examiner  of  Forest  Accounts,  Madras,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for 
three  months,  from  or  after  Ist  April,  1893,  under  article  291  of  the 
Civil  Service  Regulations. 

lltA  J/arcA,  Privilege  lea/ve  to  M.  R.  Ry.  Maduranajagam  Pillai, 
Sub- Assistant  Conservator,  for  three  months,  from  15th  April  1893, 
under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 

ISth  March,  Leave  on  medical  certificate  to  C.  Subramania  Aijar, 
Forest  Ranker,  Fifth  Grade,  Nerth  A  root  District,  for  two  months, 
from  date  of  relief,  under  article  369  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 

\%ih  March,  1893.— Mr.  R.  W.  Rouse,  Acting  sub.  pro  tern. 
Banger  on  Rs.  50  in  Madura,  to  revert  to  his  substantive  rank  as 
Forester  on  Rs.  40,  until  further  orders. 

\%th  March.  1893. — Srinivasa  Chamberlain,  Forester  on  Rs.  40, 
South  Coimbatore,  to  act  Sub.  pro  tern.  Ranger  on  Rs  50,  until  further 
orders. 

3. — BOMBAT  QaZBTTK. 

9ih  March,  1893. — Messrs.  A.  Lnoaa  and  C.  G.  Dodgson  respec- 
tively delivered  over  and  received  charge  of  the  office  of  Forest  Settle- 
ment Officer,  Ehandesh,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  in  the  forenoon. 

ISth  March,  1893— No.  2031.— Mr.  R.  C.  Wroughton,  aetiog 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Third  Grade,  is  allowed  furloagh  for  one  year 
from  the  6th  May  1893,  or  from  such  aabseqaent  date  as  he  may  avail 
himself  of  it. 

4,— Bbnoal  Gazettb. 

Uth  Marrh,  1893.— No.  1255— Mr.  C.  C.  Hatt,  Assistant  Censer- 
▼ator  of  Forestii,  2nd  grade,  attached  to  the  Daijeeling  Forest  Division, 
passed  the  Examination  in  Procedure  and  Accounts  prescribed  in 
section  78  of  the  Forest  Department  Code,  on  the  16th  January  1893. 

20ih  March,  1898.— No.  1378.— Mr.  C.  A.  G.  Lillingston,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Chittagong  Forest  Division,  is 
appointed  to  be  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Bengal,  vice  Mr.  W.  M.  Green,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  pro- 
oeedins:  on  furlough. 

Mr.  E.  J.  N.  James,  Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  third 
grade,  attached  to  the  Singhbhum  Forest  Division,  is  appointed  to  the 
charge  of  the  Chittagong  Forest  Division,  ffiee  Mr.  Lillingston. 

Mr.  F.  TrHfiFord,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  attached  to  the 
Jalpaiguri  Forest  Division,  is  transferred  to  the  Singhbhum  Forest 
Division,  vice  Mr.  James. 

26th  March,  1893  — In  continuation  of  the  notiBcation  dated  13th 
December,  1892,  it  is  hereby  notified  that  the  following  officers  passed 
in  the  subject  and  standard  mentioned  against  their  names  at  the  half- 
yearly  departmental  examination  of  Assistant  Magistrate  and  others 
held  in  October  1892  .— 

Fortit  Offiio&r. 
Mr,  K  E.  Slane         ...  ...     Hindustani,  Higher  Standard* 

5. — N.    W.    P.    AND  OODH  GaZSTTK. 

16«4  Match,  1893.— No.  669.— Mr;  F.  A.  Leete,  AssisUnt  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  on  special  duty  as   Working   Plans  Officer  in  the 
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Kamaun  Forest  Division  of  the  Central  Circle,  was  transferred  to  the 
DireorioD  Division  of  the  same  Circle,  with  effect  from  the  lOch 
January,  1893. 

N'l.  670 — Mr.  P.  A.  Leete,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on 
specinl  duty  in  the  Direction  Division  of  the  Central  Circle,  is  attached 
to  the  Garhwal  Forest  Division  of  the  same  Circle  as  Working  Plans 
Officer,  with  effect  from  the  2drd  February,  1898. 

ilth  March,  1893.— No.  713— With  effect  from  the  28th  Novem- 
ber 1892,  the  d»te  on  which  Mr.  F.  Beadon-Bryant  returned  from 
furlouffh  and  assumed  charire  of  his  duties — 

Mr.  B.  A.  Rebftoh,  Otfioiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  8rd 
grade,  to  revert  to  Deputy  Conservator  of  ForeHts,  4th  grade  ; 

Mr.  A.  P,  Grenfell,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th 
l^rade,  to  revert  to  AxHiiUnt  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  grade. 

22nd  March,  1893.— No.  765  —  Mr.  K^havaunnd,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  was  on  special  duty  in  the  Kheri  Forest 
Division,  from  the  18th  September  to  the  i9th  October  1892,  both 
days  inclusive. 

6. — Punjab  GAZvm. 

^rd  March  1898— No.  156.— Mr.  G.  S.  Hart,  Officiating  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  and  L&la  Jowala  Parshad,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge  of 
the  Umballa  Forest  Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  February 
1893  consequent  on  the  departure  of  the  former  on  privilege  leave  for 
21  days  granted  him  in  Punjab  OoveriMnent  OaxetU  Noti6cation  No. 
101  of  the  7th  February  1893. 

Sth  March  1893.— No.  164.— Mr.  A.  M.  Beuther,  Deputy  Conser- 
vator  of  Forests,  is  granted  nine  months  furlough,  under  Article  371 
(a)  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  with  effect  from  the  11th  March 
1893  or  such  subsequent  date  as  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

Mr.  Reuther  made  over  charge  of  the  Haiuira  Forest  Division  to 
Sadbu  Singh,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  25th  February  1893. 

No.  168. — Messrs  L.  Gisbome  Smith  and  G.  G.  Minniken,  Deputy 
Conservators  of  Forests  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge  of 
the  Bashahr  Forest  Division  on  the  forenoon  of  the  20th  February  1893 
consequent  on  the  latter's  return  from  the  privilege  leave  granted  him 
in  Punjab  Oovemmmt  Gazette  Notification  No.  31,   dated  16th  January 

189a 

lOih  March  1893.— No.  181.— In  continuation  of  Notification  No. 
564,  dated  the  9th  December  1892,  it  it  notified  that  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  is  pleased  to  appoint  Babu  Daulat  Ram  to  be  an  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests  of  the  4th  Grade,  with  effect  from  the 
forenoon  of  the  18rh  February  1893,  and  to  rank  him  immediately 
above  Babu  Sadhu  Singh. 

Babu  Daulat  Ram,  on  return  from  Jodhpur,  reported  his  arrival  at 
Liahore  on  the  forenoon  of  the  18th  February  1893,  and  was  transferred 
thence  to  the  Chenab  Forest  Division,  of  which  he  assumed  charge  on 
the  afternoon  on  the  23rd  February  1893,  relieving  Mr.  R.  J.  P.  Pinder, 
l^eputy  Conservator  of  Forests. 
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llth  March  1898.— No.  184.~Me08ra  J.  H.  Lace  and  L.  Gisborne 
Smith,  Deputy  Gonservaton  of  Foreatoy  reapeotively  made  ovor  and 
received  charge  of  the  Direction  DiviaioD  and  the  dueiea  of  PeraODsl 
ApBiHtaot  to  the  Couservator  of  Foresta,  Punjab,  on  the  forenoon  of  the 
3rd  March  1893. 

No  188.  »Mr.  L.  Giabome  Smith,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
was  attached  to  the  Direction  Division  from  the  forenoon  of  19th 
October  1892  to  the  afternoon  of  7th  January  1893,  and  again  from  the 
forenoon  of  the  23rd  February  to  the  afternoon  of  the  2nd  March  U93. 

No.  192. — Mr.  J.  H.  Lace,  Deputy  Gonseryator  of  Forests,  Punjab, 
is  granted  furlough  for  18  months,  under  article  340  (6)  uf  the  Civil 
Service  Regulation,  with  eflfect  from  the  1st  March  1893,  or  aooh 
■ubeequent  date  from  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

IZth  March  1893,--No.  198.— The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  pleased, 
under  Section  75  of  Act  VII  of  1878  (The  Indian  Forest  Act)  to  pre- 
scribe that  the  following  rule  shall  be  substituted  for  Rule  2,  which  is 
hereby  oanoelled,  in  the  Rules  published  in  Punjab  Government  Noti- 
fication No.    533  F.,  dated    8th  December  1 879  :— 

Bule  2. — ^The  Forest  Officers  mentioned  in  the  first  column  of  the 
following  schedule  shall  exercise  the  powers  under  the  sections  of  the 
Act  mentioned  in  the  second  column  of  the  same  opposite  each  class  of 
officerH  respectively  : — 


Class  of  Officers  empowered 


L— All  Deputy  Conservators, 
Assistant  Conservators  and 
Extra  Assistant  Conservators 
when  in  charge  of  Forest 
Divisions. 


II. — All  Deputy  Conserva- 
J  Assistant  Conservators 
and  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vators. 


IlL— All  Deputy  Conserva- 
tors, Assistant  Conservators 
and  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vatois,  Forest  Rangers  and 
Foresters  when  specially 
authorized  in  that  behalf  by 
the  Conservator  of  Forests. 


§1- 


£ 


20 

26 

45 
60 
82 

r46 

47 
50 


25 


23 


Brief  description  of  nature  of  powers 
conferred. 


To  pablish  translation  of  Notificaticns  of 
reserved  forests. 

To  notify  seasons  daring  which  the  kind- 
ling, Ac,  of  fire  is  not  prohibited. 

To  notify  depdts  for  drift  timber,  &c. 

To  direct  release  of  property  seized. 

To  take  possession  of  and  sell  forest  pro- 
dnce  for  Government  use. 

To  issue   notice    to   claimants   of  drift 

timber,  &c. 
To  decide  claims  to  drift  timber,  &c. 
To  receive  payments  on  aocouit  of  drift 

timber,  &a 


To  permit  acts  otherwise  prohibited  in 
reserved  forests. 


To  permit  acts  otherwise  prohibited  in 
protected  forests. 


22nd   March   1893.— No.    221.— A^o«t;Jca/twi.— Mr.   J.    H.    Lace, 
Deputy  Couservator  uf  Forests,  relinquished   charge  of  his  duties  as  a 
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Working  PUns  Officer  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1 1th  March  1898  con- 
sequent on  hi8  departare  on  furlough  for  18  months  granted  to  him  in 
Punjab  OoTerument  Noti6cation  No.  192,  dated  11th  March  1898. 

2^th  March  1898— No.  22S.—Ifotifleatum.'-lai\h  Jawala  Pttrshad* 
Eztta  Aftsistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  and  Mr.  O.  S.  Hart,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  respectively,  made  over  and  received 
charge  of  i  he  UmbalU  Forest  Division  on  the  forenoon  of  the  15rh 
March  1893,  consequent  on  the  return  of  the  latter  from  the  privilege 
leave  granted  him  in  Punjab  Government  Notification  No.  101  of  the 
7th  February  1893. 

7. — Cbmtbal  Pbovincbs  Gazkitb. 

lit  March  1898. — No.  1.— Under  the  authority  conferred  on  him 
by  Secretariat  Notification  No.  3555.  dated  the  12rh  June  1890,  the 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Northern  Circle,  Central  Provinces,  appoints 
Forest  Ranger  Mohan  Lall  in  the  fietul  Forest  Division  and  Forest 
Banger  Mahomed  Yassin  in  the  Nimar  Forest  Division  to  exercise  the 
powers  deeorihed  in  Section  67  of  Act  VIl  of  1878  (as  amended  by 
Act  V  of  1890). 

lAih  March  1893.-^No.  1270.— Consequent  on  Mr<  Y.  S.  Menziesi 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  being  incapacitated  for  duty  by  illnessy 
Mr.  Chander  Kumar  Chatteiji,  Extra- Assist  ant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
is  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  Nagpnr-Wardha  Division,  with  effect 
from  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  January  1893. 

8. — BuBMA  Gazbttk. 

25th  February  1898.— No.  2.— With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  26,  dated  the  24th  January  1893,  Mr.  M. 
Kavanash,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and 
Mr.  T.  H.  Aplin,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge  of, 
the  AlOn  Revenue  subdivision,  Lower  Chindwin  Forest  division,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  21st  February  1893,  as  a  temporary  measure  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  duties. 

23«f  Februari^  1893  —No.  3. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  66,  dated  the  23rd  instant,  Mr.  J.  Messer, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  relinquished  charge  of  his  duties  as 
Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of  Forests,  Pegu  Circle,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  2nd  December  1892. 

7th  March  1893. — No.  77. — In  exercise  of  the  power  conferred  by 
section  34  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Regulation,  1887,  the  Chief 
Commissioner  extends  the  provisions  of  Rule  16  (e)  of  the  Upper 
Burma  Forest  Rules  to  tbe  Upper  and  Lower  Chiudwin  districts  in  so 
far  as  it  refers  to  Pyiokado. 

Mt  March  1893.  —No.  4.— In  this  office  Notification  No.  19,  dated 
the  18th  October  1892,  for  "  12th  instant "  read  "  12th  September"; 
and  for  *'  16tb  insUnt  "  read"  1$  September.'' 
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ith  March  1893. — No.  1. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment NotifioHtions  No8.  25  and  26,  dated  Rangoon,  the  24tb  January 
1893,  Mr.  D.  L.  K.  Calderwood  and  Mr.  M.Envanagh,  Extra  Aaaistaut 
Conservators  of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge 
of  the  Maudalaj  Eev.enue  Subdivision  on  the  forenoon  of  the  1st  March 
1893. 

lith  March  1893 — No.  3. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Defart- 
ment  Notification  No.  26,  dated  the  24th  January  1893,  and  to  thia 
office  Notification  No.  13,  dated  the  24th  February  1893,  Mr.  T.  H. 
Aplin,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  D.  L  K« 
Calderwood,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge 
of  the  Aldii  Revenue  subdivision.  Lower  Chiiidwin  division,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th  March  1893. 

No.  89  Mr.  E.  B.  Powell,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
4th  grade,  on  probation,  is  confirmed  in  his  appointment  with  effect 
from  the  7th  November  1892. 

No.  90  (  Forests. )— lu  thid  department  Notification  No.  64,  dated 
the  29 1 h  April  1890,  under  the  heading  Pyinmana  district^  for 
**  Pyinmana  "  read  **  Eyedaunggan.  " 

\6th March  1893.— No.  97.— The  Chief  Commissioner  directs  that, 
with  efifect  from  the  1st  April  1893,  that  part  of  the  Pakdkku  district 
which  is  at  present  included  in  the  Lower  Chindwiu  forest  division 
shall  form  part  of  the  Yaw  forest  division. 

23rd  March  1893. — No  106. — The  followirg  temporary  alterationi 
of  rank  are  ordered  in  the  Forest  Department,  with  effect  from  the  7th 
November  1892;— 

Mr.  H.  N.  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  2ud  grtde, 

to  officiate  as  Assistant  Conservator,  let  grade. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade, 

to  officiate  as  Assistant  Conservator,  1st  grade, 
^o.  107, — The  following  posting  and  transfer  are  ordered  in  the 
Forest  Department : — 

Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Aseistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  hia 
return  from  privilege  leave,  is  posted  to  the  charge  of  the 
Agency  division,  and  Kado  subdivision,  Moulmain. 

Mr.  P,  W.  Healy,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator,  on  being  relieved 
by  Mr.  Ingram,  is  traubferred  to  the  charge  of  the  Attaran 
subdivision  of  the  Sal  ween- Attaran  Forest  division. 

9 — Assam  Gazettb. 

lOth  March  1893.— No.  1570 J.— Mr.  A.  M.  Long,  A»«iatant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Eamrup  Furest  Division,  on  being  relieved  by 
Mr.  H.  G.  Young,  is  placed  in  charge  ot  the  Sibsagar  Forest  Divii^ion. 

22nd  March  1893— No.  2963J.— With  effect  from  the  28th  July 
1892,  in  consequence  of  the  departure  on  privilege  leave  of  Mr.  D.  P. 
Copeland,  Provisional  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BZTBA0T8   PBOM   OmOIAL  GAZBTTIB.  XZVii 

Mr.  H.  G.  Young,  Provisional  Deputy  Conservator,  Third  Olade, 
to  officiate  as  Piovisional  Deputy  Conservator,  Second  Grade. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Campbell,  Deputy  Conservator,  Fourth  Grade,  to 
officiate  as  Provisional  Deputy  Conservator,  Third  Grade. 

10. — Htdrabad  Ribidinot  Oazrtb. 

2nd  March  1893.— No.  62.— The  designation  of  Sub-Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests  having  been  superseded  by  that  of  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator,  by  the  orders  contained  in  the  Circular  No. 
18-F.,  dated  the  29th  July  1891,  of  the  Government  of  India  in  the 
Revenue  and  Agricultural  Department,  the  Resident  is  pleased  to  direct 
that  in  the  rules  issued  under  the  Berar  Forest  Law,  1886,  and 
published  m  Stiidtncy  Orders  Notification  Nos.  198  and  194,  dated 
the  6th  June  lb92,  for  the  words  **  Sub-Assistant  Conservator  " 
wherever  they  occur,  the  words  **  Extra  Assistant  Conservator " 
shall  be  read. 

liih  March  1898.— No.  79.— Mr.  Sreenivasuln  Naidu,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  bss  leen  trsnsferred  from  Baslm  to 
Amraoti,  and  placed  in  cbaige  of  the  Amraoti  Forest  Division. 

11. — Mtsobb  Gazsttk, 

22nd  February  193,— No.  14212— G.  3301.—  Mr.  Y.  Sitaramaiya, 
B.  A ,  Asfiistaut  Conservator  of  Forests,  Mysore  District,  who  was 
granted  10  days'  casual  leave  in  Notification  No.  13584— G.  3138, 
dated  15th  February  1893,  haying  availed  himbelf  of  only  six  days 
from  the  9th  to  the  14th  January  1893,  the  unexpired  portion  of  the 
leave,  viz.,  4  days,  is  hereby  cancelled, 

I9th  March  1893, -No,  15353.— G.  3671.— Under  Article  171  of 
the  Mysore  Service  Regulations,  Mr.  B.  Srinivasa  Rao,  Sub-Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Eolar  District,  was  granted  3  days'  casual  leave 
of  abFCDce,  with  effect  from  the  9th  February  1893. 

20th  March  1893— No.  15518— G.  3713.— Under  Article  172  of 
the  Mysore  Service  Regulations,  Mr.  B.  Ramaswami  Iyer,  Officiating 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Eadur  District,  was  granted  casual 
leave  of  absence  for  15  days  from  the  7th  to  2l8t  February  1893,  both 
days  inclusive. 

No.  15522— G.  3717.— Under  the  terms  of  Article  172  of  the 
Mysore  Service  Regulations,  Mr.  B.  Ramaswami  Iyer,  Officiating 
Aaaistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Kadur  District,  is  granted  privilege 
leave  of  absence  for  2|  months,  with  effect  from  such  date  as  he  may 
avail  himself  of  the  same. 

2.  During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ramaswami  Iyer  on  leave,  Mr.  B. 
Hira  Singh,  Forest  Probationer,  Shikarpur  Sub-Division,  is  appointed 
to  act  for  Mr.  Ramaswami  Iyer  in  the  Kadur  District,  and  Mr.  M.  O. 
Rama  Rao,  Forest  Probationer,  Shimoga  District,  to  act  for  Mr.  flira 
Singh  iu  the  Shikarpur  Sub-Dmsion. 
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1. — Gazbttb  of  India. 

1th  April,  1893.  No.  392-F.-r-The  following  changes  are  made 
twnseqtient  on  the  return  from  furlough  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Hill,  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Ist  Qrade,  with  effect  fr^m  18th  March  1893  : 

Mr.  Hill  to  be  Conservator  of  the  Central  Forest  Circle,  North- 
western Provinces  and  Oudh. 

Mr.  C.  Bagshawe,  Conservator,  2od  ( officiating  1st )  Grade, 
Central  Forest  Circle,  North-Western  Provinces  and  Oudh,  to  revert 
to  his  substantive  grade. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Carter,  Conservator,  3rd  (officiating  2nd)  Grade, 
Pegu  Forest  Circle,  Lower  Burma,  to  revert  to  his  substantive  grade. 

7th  April  1893.  No.  396-F. — With  reference  to  the  NotiBoation 
of  this  Depatment,  No.  d39-P.,  dated  the  17th  ultimo,  Mr.  C. 
Bagshawe,  Conservator  of  F^orests,  2nd  Grade,  is  appointed  to  be 
Conservator  of  the  Berar  Forest  Circle,  with  effect  from  the  date  on 
which  he  may  relieve  Mr.  F.  B,  Dickinson  of  the  charge  of  that 
Circle. 

I9th  April,  1893.  No.  432  F— With  reference  to  the  Notification 
of  this  Department,  No.  396-F.,  dated  the  7th  instant,  Mr. 
Bagshawe  assumed  charge  of  the  Berar  Forest  Circle  on  31st  March 
1893,  on  which  date  Mr.  Dickinson,  Officiating  Conservator,  availed 
himself  of  the  furlough  granted  him  in  Notification  No.  339-F.,  dated 
the  17th  ultimo.  \ 

2Ut  April  1893.  No.  439  F.  -Mr,  Dansey,  Conservator  of  Forests, 
2nd  Grade,  Bengal,  availed  himself  on  14th  April  1893  of  the  privilege 
leave  granted  him  in  the  Notification  of  this  Department,  No.  206F., 
dated  the  17th  February  last ;  and  Mr.  Chester's  appointment  as 
Offiotating  Conservator,  3rd  Grade,  Bengal,  took  effect  from  tliat  dat€|. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Carter,  Conservator,  3rd  Grade,  Pegu  Circle,  Lower 
Burma,  is  appointed  to  officiate  in  the  2ud  Grade  of  Conservators 
from  the  same  date. 

2 — Madras  Gazettb. 

2Sth  Marchy  1893.  No,  147.— 
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Present 
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Deputy 
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Fourth 

Third 
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2^th  March  1893. — To  Ranger  Balaji  Singh  for  two  months, 
from  date  of  relief,  under  article  291  of  the  Ciyil  Seryioe  UeguUtion. 

I6th  April  1893.  Posting  and  EewlU  o/ 1891  Dehra  Dun  StudenU. 
—The  following  are  the  results  for  the  Government  students  from 
the  Southern  C  rcle,  who  went  up  to  the  Dehra  Dun  Sohool  in  1891: — 

Mr.  H.  E.  Kelly,  Ranger  on  R».  50,  obtained  the  Hlgner  Standard 
Certificate,  and  is  posted  to  South  Ocimbatore. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Brito,  Forester  on  Ba.  40,  obtained  the  Higher  Stftndard 
Oertifloate. 

with  Medal  in    Suryejing. 
with  Prise  for  Entomology. 


„  A.  B.    Mjera, 

do. 

do. 

„  C.  R  Allen, 

do. 

do. 

„  E.  J.  D.    Pierce, 

do. 

do. 

„  W.  B.  JackaoD, 

do. 

do. 

E.  Oajaraja  Mudaliar,  Forester,  on  Rs.  30  do.  with  Medal  in  Botany 

S.  Euppusawmy  Gbetty,  do. 

\7th  April,  1893.  No.  189.— Mr.  T.  P.  Peake,  Aesistent  Conser- 
yator  of  Forests,  Madras,  has  been  granted  by  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  an  extension  of  furlough  for  six  months, 
in  continuation  of  the  furlough  notified  at  page  283,  Part  I,  of  the 
Fw^  St.  Qwrgt  OojutU,  dated  15th  March  1893. 

20^  April,  1893.  No.  187.— Mr  Charles  D'Arcy  McArthj,  District 
Forest  Officer,  Yizagapatam,  is  granted  privilege  leaye  for  one  month 
and  twelve  days,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 

22mf  AprU  1893  No.  190.— -The  privilege  leaye  for  two  months 
granted  to  Mr.  W.  Carroll,  District  Forest  Officer,  Chingleput,  publish- 
ed at  page  182,  Part  I  of  the  Fwt  St  George  OauUe,  dated  14th 
February  1893,  is  extended  by  eighteen  days. 

I5th  AprU  1893.— -To  Ranger  M.  Shumsuddin  Sahib,  Salem  District^ 
for  three  months,  under  article  873  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 

29th  April,  1898. — Of  the  officers  who   were  deputed  from  the 
Central  circle  to  undergo  the  Dehra  Dun  Forest  Sohool  coui^e  of  1891-93, 
the  following  have  obtained  the  Higher  Standard  Certificate: — 
Forester  T.  Arumuga  Mudaliar. 

Do.  S.  Ramaswami  Aiyar,  with  Medal  in  Forest  Mathematics. 
Ranger  Yenkata  Eistnama  Nayudu. 
Forester  C.  Rajagopal  Nayudu, 

Do.  A.  P.  Ramachandra  Mudaliar. 

23rdf  April,  1893.— Mr,  G.  R.  Middleton,  South  Aroot  District, 
from  the  4th  Grade  to  5th  Grade  Ranger  from  the  23rd  April  1893. 

23rd  April,  1893— Ranger  M.  Rama  Row,  5th  Grade  Ranger, 
acting  4th  Grade  sub.  pro  tern,,  is  confirmed  in  the  4th  Grade  and  to 
officiate  iu  the  3rd  Grade. 

2Srd  April  1893. — Mr.  G.  R.  Middleton,  5th  Grade  Ranger,  from 
the  South  A  root  to  the  North  Arcot  District.     To  join  at  once. 

17«A  April,  1893. — S.  Solomon,  Acting  sub.  pro  tern.  Ranger  on 
fi».  50,  North  Coimbatore,  is  declared  to  have  completed  in  March 
1893  the  test  in  Surveying  and  Levelling  prescribed  in  the  Madras 
Forest  Code,  para.  43. 

IBth  April,  1893. — S.  Solomon,  Acting  sub.  pro  Um.  Ranger  on 
B».  50,  North  Coimbatore,  is  confirmed  as  Ranger  on  fi».  50,  from  1st 
April    1893. 
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S.^BOMBAT  GaZBTTI. 

lit  April,  1893.  No.  2356.— His  Ezcellenoy  the  Goyernor  in 
GoaDoll  is  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  W.  R.  Woodrow,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Third  Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Db4rw4r,  to 
take  charge  of  the  office  of  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Bij&pur,  in 
addition  to  his  own  duties,   pending  further  orders. 

lOth  April,  1893. — Mr.  W.  R.  Wood  row.  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  received  charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  Bfjapur,,  from 
the  Collector,  Mr.  J.  Monteath,  on  the  5th  April  1893,  after  office 
hours. 

4. — Bengal  Gazbttb. 

SOth  March,  1893.  No.  1565.— Babu  Shama  Chum  Chuckerbutty, 
Bxtra-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  is  permitted  to 
retire  from  the  Pnblic  Service,  with  effect  from  the  15th  November 
1892 

krd  April,  1898.  No.  1567.— The  Notification,  No.  8684  For., 
dated  the  17th  October,  1892,  published  at  page  940,  Part  I  of  the 
Cakutta  Gazette  of  the  19th  idem,  delaring  that  a  record  of  rights 
should  be  prepared  in  respect  of  all  forests  in  the  Palamau  district 
constituted  reserves  under  section  34  ot  the  Indian  Forest  Act  VII  of 
1878,  is  hereby  cancelled. 

Sih  April,  1893.  No.  1760 —Mr.  C.  C.  Hatt,  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  attached  to  the  Darjeeling  Forest  Division,  is  granted 
one  month's  Examination  leave,  uhder  section  69  of  the  Forest 
Department  Code,  with  effect  from  the  1st  April,  1893,  or  any 
sabsequent  date  on  which  he  availed  or  may  avail  himself  of  the  leave. 

5. — N.  W.  P.  OUDH  GA2BTTB. 

M6 

5<A  April,  1893.  Nc-fiUgsp— Lala  Har  Swamp,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator,  (Superintendent,  Timber  Dep6t)  from  Bahramghlkt  to  the 
Gorakhpur  Forest  Division. 

6 — Punjab  Gazbttb. 

I2th  April,  1893.  No.  264.— Mr.  G.  S.  Hart,  Officiating  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  and  Lala  Jow41a  Parsh^d,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge 
of  the  Umballa  Forest  Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  instant 
consequent  on  the  separation  of  the  Simla  Hill  Tracts  from  that 
Division. 

IZtk  April,  1893.  No.  269.— The  privilege  leave  of  absence 
granted  to  Mr.  G.  S.  Hart,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
in  Notification  No.  101,  dated  the  7th  February  1893,  is  hereby 
extended  by  a  period  of  two  days. 
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7.— Cbnteal  Pbovinoes  Gazbttb. 

ZOth  March,  1893.  No.  1519.— ^rra<w».  In  this  Notification 
No.  4373  dated  the  14th  November  1892, /o»'  **  6th  iwttLnt*'  Substitute 
"  6th  October  1892, ''  as  the  date  from  which  Mr.  P.  H  Clutter  buck, 
ABsistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  was  granted  three  months^ 
privilege  leave 

IZth  April,  1893.  No.  1770.— Leave,  under  Article  843  of  the 
Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr.  Menzies,  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  6th  January  1893,  on  which  date 
he  availed  himself  of  it. 

8.— Burma  Gazettb. 

26th  March  1893.  No.  4. — With  reference  to  Bevenue  Deptartment 
Notification  No.  60  (Forests),  dated  the  22nd  February  1893,  Mr.  H. 
G.  Sharpe,  i«  o.  s.,  Assistant  Commissioner,  reported  his  arrival  at 
M6uywa  for  Forest  Settlement  duty  on  the  forenoon  of  the  2l8t 
March  1893. 

29th  March  IS93.  No.  114 — Mr.W.  F.  L.  Tottenham,  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Pegu  to  the  charge  of  the 
Agency  and  Depdt  division  of  the  Pegu  circle. 

29th  March,  1893.  No.  115. — Under  the  provisions  of  Articles 
277  and  2i^l  of  the  Civil  Service  Ref^ulations,  privilege  leave  for  three 
months  is  grauted  to  Mr.  J.  AUmark,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  with  effect  from  the  1st  April  1893,  or  the  subsequent  date 
on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

7th  April,  1893.  No.  5. — With  reference  to  Revence  Department 
Notifications  Nos.  114  and  115  (Forest),  dated  the  26th  March  1893, 
Mr.  J.  All  mark.  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over, 
and  Mr.  W.  F.  L.  Tottenham,  officiating..  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  received  charge  of,  the  Rangoon  Depot  and  Agency  division 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  April  1893. 

9. — Assam  Gazbttb. 

The  2Ut  April,  1893.  No.  4183.G— Privilefre  leave  of  absence  for 
three  months,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is 
granted  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Kelly,  Extra  AHsistant  Conservator  of  Foists, 
in  cbarere  of  the  Nowgong  Forest  Division,  with  effect  from  the  1st 
May  1893,  or  the  subsequent  date  on.^hich  he  is  relieved  of  his  duties, 
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1.— Gazbttb  of  India. 

I2th  May,  1893.  No.  492-F.— Privilege  leave  for  three  mouths, 
under  Articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Begnlationa,  is  granted 
to  Mr.  J.  A.  McEee,  Officiating  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Qrade, 
Assam,  with  effect  from  8th  May  1893. 

Mr.  R.  H.  M  Ellis,  Deputy  Conservator,  1st  Grade  (provisional), 
Assam,  is  appointed  to  officiate  in  the  3rd  Grade  of  Conservators,  and 
to  hold  charge  of  the  Assam  Forest  Circle  during  Mr.  McKee's  absence, 
or  nntil  further  orders. 

2. — Madras  Gazbtts. 

Uih  April  1893.  No.  198.— Mr.  Eber  Hardie,  District  Forest 
Officer,  North  Malabar,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  three  months, 
under  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 

27th  AprU  1893.  No.  202.-  Mr.  H.  H.  Ward,  Extra  AssUtant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  to  act  as  District  Forest  Officer, 
Yizagapatam,  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  C.  D.  McArthy  on  privilege 
leave,  or  until  further  orders. 

30th  AprU  1893.— Ranger  P.  Venkatakrishnama  Naidu  from  North 
Arcot  to  Salem. 

Promotion, — Ranger  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson,  Salem  District,  to  act 
as  Ranger,  4th  Grade,  during  the  absence  of  Ranger  Shamshuddin  Sahib 
on  leave,  with  effect  from  the  11th  April  1893. 

Confirmation, — Mr.  W.  H.  Blacker,*  Rauger,  sub.  pro  tem^  5th 
Grade,  North  Arcot  District,  in  the  5th  Grade,  form  Ist  April  1893. 

P.  Venkatakrishnama  Naidu,  Ranger,  5th  Grade,  acting  sub.  pro 
Um.^  Salem  District,  in  the  5th  Grade,  with  effect  from  the  16th 
April  1893. 

Eeversi<m,—C,  Dhan  Singh,  Acting  Ranger,  5th  Grade,  Triohi- 
nopoly  to  Forester,  1st  Grade,  with  effect  from  1st  May  1893. 

3rd  May  1893.  No.  212.— Mr.  F.  C.  Cowley-Brown,  AssisUnt 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Salem  District,  is  granted  examination  leave 
for  two  months  from  or  after  15th  May  1893. 

Uth  May  1893.  Na  239.— Mr.  W.  C.  Hayne,  District  Forest 
Officer,  Trichinopoly,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  two  months,  from 
or  after  the  13th  May  1893,  under  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service 
Regulations. 

IZth  May  1893.  No.  240.— M.  R.  Ry.  V.  Alwar  Chettj  Garu,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forest,  Second  Grade,  to  act  as  District  Forest 
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Officer,   Triohinopolj  eum  Tanjore,   daring  the   absence  of  Mr.  W.  G. 
Hayne  on  leave,  or  until  further  orders. 

Sth  May  1893. — S.  .  Arokiasami  Pillai,  Forest  Ranger,  Ganjam 
District,  is  transferred  to  Bellary  District  on  public  seryioe. 

9«A  Ray  1893.— Mr.  H.  E.  Kelly,  Banger  on  Ba.  50,  South  Goimba- 
tore  Division,  is  granted  privilege  leave  on  medical  certificate  for  one 
month,  under  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  from  15th 
April  1893. 

3. — Bombay  Gajsittb. 

\%i  May  1893.— Mr.  J,  A,  Mclver  delivered  over  and  Mr.  W.  F. 
Sinclair  received  charge  of  the  office  of  the  Forest  Settlement  and 
Demarcation  Officer,  West  Thlinaon  the  20th  ultimo,  in  the  afternoon. 

2fM2  May  1893  No  8163. — ^The  undermentioned  officers  passed 
an  examination  in  Sindhi  according  to  the  Lower  Standard  on  10th 
April  1893. 

Mr.  J.  Baptista,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Snkkar. 

fiik  May  1893.  Messrs.  E.  G.  Oliver,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
and  R  H.  Madan,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  respectively 
delivered  over  and  received  charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest  Office, 
West  Khiindesh,  on  the  18th  April  1893,  afternoon. 

lOtA  May  1893.  MeesrB.  B.  H.  Madan  and  E  H.  Dalai,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservators  of  Forests,  respectively  delivered  over  and 
received  charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  West  Kh&ndesh,  on  the 
2nd  instant,  afternoon. 

16fA  Maiy  1893.  Messrs.  B.  H.  Madan  and  L.  D.  Joshi,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservators  of  Forests,  respectively  delivered  over  and  received 
charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  East  Khindesh,  on  the  2nd 
instant,  in  the  afternoon. 

22iu;  Maty  1893.  No.  3753.— The  undermentioned  officers  passed 
on  the  12th  ultimo  the  examination  prescribed  in  Bule  6  of  the  Bules 
published  in  Government  Notification  No.  2878,  dated  4th  June  1880, 
for  the  examination  of  Forest  Officers  : — 

(1)  Mr.  0.  L.  H.  Napier,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Naushahro  Division,  Hyderabad  District. 

(2)  Mr-  J.  Baptista,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Sukkur. 

22fKf  May  1893.  No.  3755.— Mr.  0.  H.  L.  Napier,  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  Naushahro  Division,  Hyderabad  District,  passed 
an  examination  in  Sindhi  according  to  the  Higher  Standard  on  the 
12th  ultimo. 

4.^-Bbnoal  Gazbtte. 

%nd  May  1893.  No. 2076— Mr.  E.  G.  Chester,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  2nd  Grade,   having   been  appointed  to  officiate  as  Conser- 
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vfttor  of  Forests,  Bengal,  during  the  abseuoe,  on  three  months'  privilege 
leaye,  of  Mr.  £•  P.  Dantiej,  or  until  further  orders  the  following 
promotions  are  hereby  made  in  the  Upper  Controlling  Stafif  of  the 
Forest  Department  In  Bengal,  with  effect  from  the  14th  April  1893:— 

Mr.  C.  0.  D.  Ford jce,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  grade 
is  appointed  to  officiate  in  the  2nd  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Heinig,  Depnty  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  to 
officiate  in  the  3rd  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Lovegrove,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  grade, 
to  officiate  in  the  4th  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators. 

2nc{  ifa^  1893.  No,  2077.— The  following  promotions  are  made 
in  the  Upper  Controlling  Staff  of  the  Forest  Department  in  Bengal, 
consequent  on  the  grant  of  seven  months'  furlough  to  Mr.  W.  M.  Green, 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  third  grade,  with  effect  from  the 
1st  April  1893  :— 

Mr.  C.  A.  Q.  Lillingston,  Deputy  Conservator,  fourth  grade,  is 
appointed  to  officiate  in  the  third    grade  of  Deputy  Conservators. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Haines,  Assistant  Conservator,  first  grade,  to  officiate 
in  the  fourth  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators. 

9th  Map  1893.  No.  2128.— Mr.  F.  B.  Manson,  Deputy  Conser- 
vator  of  Forests,  Darjeeling  Division,  is  granted  furlough  for  two 
years  under  article  3.40(6)  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  with  effect 
from  the  I8th  May  1893,  or  any  subsequent  date  on  which  he  may 
avaiJ  himself  of  it. 

5. — N.  W.  P.  AVD  OuDH  Qazbttb. 

26lA  April  1893.  No.  1185.— With  effect  from  the  29th  October 
1892,  Mr.  J.  0.  Tulloch,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade, 
to  officiate  in  the  1st  grade,  to  fill  an  existing  vacancy. 

9th  May  1893.  No.  1809.— Mr.  J.  M.  Blanchfield,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Eumaun  Forest  Division,  Central  Circle, 
priTilege  leave  for  three  months,  with  effect  from  the  Ist  June  1893, 

9th  May  1893.  No.  1310.— Mr.  F.  A.  Leete,  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Working  Plans  Officer,  attached  to  the  Kumaun  Forest 
Division  Central  Circle,  to  hold  charge  of  that  Division,  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties,  during  the  absence  on  leave  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Blanch- 
field,  or  until  further  orders. 


6. — Pkjab  Gazbttb. 

Zrd  May  1893.  No.  295. — Consequent  on  the  traufers  of  Mir. 
E.  R.  Murray  to  Madras,  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony  to  Burma,  and  of 
Mr.  H.  A.  Hoghton  to  the  Central  Provinces,  the  Amalgamated  List 
of  Forest  Officers  in  Punjab,  Central  Provinces,  Coorg  and  Berar  stood 
as  follows  on  the  12th  August  1892  :— 
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Amalgamated  List  of  Forest    Officers  in  Pw^'ab    with    Balikkiitin, 
Central  Provinces,  Coorg  and  Berar  as  it  stood  on  12th  August  1892. 


Sanctioned  Scale. 


Deputy  Gonaer- 1 

vatora, 
l8t  Grade,  (4) 


Deputy  Conser- 
vators, 
2nd  Grade,  (5) 


{ 

mser- 1 
'.(5)   I 


Deputy  Conser- 
vators, 
3rd  Grade, 


Deputy  Conser- 
vators, 
4th  Grade,  (8) 


Assistant    Con- 
servators, 
1st  Grade,  (8) 


Assistant   Con- 1 

servators, 
2nd  Grade,  (7) 


Karnes  of  Officers* 


1.  J.  0.  McDonell 

2.  F.  B.  Dickenson 

3.  C.  F.  EUiott 

4.  J.  McKee 

5.  G.  G.  Minniken 

6.  W.  P.  Thomas 

7.  G.  H.  Foster 

8.  E.  Forrest 

9.  L.  A.  W.  Rind 

10.  F.  0.  Lemarohand  . 

11.  G.  F.  Prevost 

12.  J.  Ballantine 

13.  E.  Dobbs 
14  W.  King 

15.  A.  M.  Reuther 

16.  J.  H.  Lace 

17.  L.  G.  Smith 

18.  F.  S.  Barker 

19.  H.  Moore 

20.  G.F.  Taylor 

21.  A.  L.  Mclntire 

22.  H.  A  Hoghton 

23.  F.  C.  Hicks 

24.  R.  J.  P.  Finder 

25.  A.  E.Lowrie 

26.  A.  A.  Watson 

27.  G.  L.  Hart 

28.  C.  P.  Fisher 

29.  A.  V.  Monro 

30.  Vacant 

31.  C.  Somers  Smith 

32.  A  W.  Blunt. 

33.  P.  H.  Clutterbuck.  . 

34.  A.  M.  F.  Caccia. 

35.  E.  M.  Coventry.      . 

36.  V.  S.  Menzies 

37.  H.  S  .K.  Edie 


Position  of  Officers. 


On  deputation. 
Officiating  Conservator. 
1  Deputy  Conservator,  1st 
Officiating  Conservator. 

2.  Provisional  Dpty.  Gonsr.,  lit 

3.  Officiating  ditto. 

4.  Ditto  ditto. 

5.  Deputy  Conservator,  2nd. 

6.  Ditto. 

7.  Provision  al  Dpty.  Gonsr.,  2&d. 
On  special  leave. 

On  deputation. 

8.  Offg.  Deputy  Conservator,  ^ 

9.  Ditto  ditto. 

10.  Provisional  Dpty.  Gonsr.,  M 

11.  Ditto  ditto. 

12.  Offff..  Deputy  Conservator  3rd. 
On  furlough. 

Ditto. 
13  .0%  Deputy  Conservator  3rd. 

14.  Ditto  ditto. 

15.  Deputy  Conservator,  4th. 

16.  Provisional  Dpty.  Gousr.,4th. 

17.  Ditto  ditto. 

18.  0%  Deputy  Conservator  4th. 
On  sick  leave. 

19.  0£&.  Deputy  Conservator,  4th 

20.  Ditto  ditto 
On  privilege  leave. 


^rd  May  1893.  No.  296. — Consequent  ou  the  departure  of  Mr. 
E.  Dobbs,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  Grade,  on 
flick  leave  for  one  year,  the  following  promotions  shall  have  effect 
from  16th  AnguBt  1892  :— 

Mr.  A.  M.  Reuther,  Deputy  Con  servator  of  Forests,  3rd  Qnde, 
substantive  (Provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  8rd 
Grade,  subsUntive  (Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator 
of  ForesU,  2nd    Qrade ; 
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Mr.  H.  A.  Hogbton,  Deputy  Gouservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
to  be  OflGioiatiDg  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  8rd  Grade. 

3rd  May  1893.  No.  297. — ^Consequent  oq  the  departure  of  Mr. 
J.  H.  Lace,  Deputy  Conservator  3rd  Grade,  substantive  (Provisional), 
on  privilege  leave  for  one  month,  the  following  promotion  shall  have 
eftectfrom  the  19th  September  1892:^ 

Mr.  F.  C.  Hicks,  Deputy  Conservator  4th  Grade,  substantive 
provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  Grade,  substantive 
(Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd  Grade. 

Zrd  May  1898.  No.  298. — Consequent  on  the  return  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Lace,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade,  substantive  (Pro- 
visional), from  privile^ve  leave,  the  following  reversion  shall  have  effect 
from  the  19th  October  1892;— 

Mr.  F.  C.  HiclLS,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
substantive  (Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  For- 
ests,  3rd  Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
substantive  (Provisional). 

3rcf  May  1893.  No.  299.— Consequent  on  the  return  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Prevost,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2ud  Grade,  from 
special  leave,  the  following  reversions  shall  have  effect  from  the  16ch 
December  1892;— 

Mr.  A.  M.  Reuther,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade, 
substantive  (Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
2nd  Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Srd  Grade,  sub- 
stantive (Provisional) ; 

Mr.  H«  A.  Hoghton,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
3rd  Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th   Grade. 

3rd  May  1893.  No.  300. — Consequent  on  the  departure  of  Mr. 
O.  G.  Minniken,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  Grade,  substan- 
tive (Provisional,)  on  privilege  leave  for  one  month  and  ten  days,  the 
following  promotions  shall  have  effect  from  the  10th  of  January 
1893  :— 

Mr.  £.  Forrest,  Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  Grade,  to  officiate  as 
Deputy  Conservator,  1st  Grade ; 

Mr.  A.  M.  Reuther,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade, 
substantive  (Provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,. 3rd 
Grade,  substantive  (Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  2nd  Grade  ; 

Mr.  H.  A.  Hoghton,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
to  be  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Srd  Grade. 

3r(2  May  1893.  No.  301.— Consequent  on  the  return  of  Mr.  Q.  G. 
Minniken,  Deputy  ^Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  Grade,  substantive  (Pro- 
visional), from  privilege  leave,  and  consequent  on  the  departure  of 
M^r.  G.  S.  Hart,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
on  privilege  leave  for  23  days,  the  following  changes  shall  have  effect 
from  the  20th  February  1893  :— 

Mr.  £.  Forrest,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  1st  Grade,  to 
revert  to  Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  Grade  ; 

Mr.  A.  M.  Reuther,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Srd  Grade, 
substantive  (Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  2nd  Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  Grade , 
substantive  (Provisional) ; 
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Mr.  H.  A,  HoghtoD,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  ForeBts, 
3rd  Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade. 

3rd  May  1893.  No.  302.— Consequent  on  the  departure  of  Mr. 
A.  M.  Reiither,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Srd  Grade,  substantive 
(Provisional),  ou  furlough  for  nine  months,  the  following  promotion 
shall  have  effect  from  the  26th  of  February  1893 . — 

Mr.  H.  A.  Hoghton  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
to  be  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Srd  Grade. 

3ref  May  1893.  No.  303. — Consequent  on  the  appointment  aa 
Officiating  Conservator  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Elliott,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
F9rest8,  1st  Grade,  the  following  promotions  shall  have  effect  from 
the  27th  February  1893  :— 

Mr.  E.  Forrest,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  Grade,  to  be 
Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  Grade ; 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lace,  Deputy  Conservator  of  the  Foreats,  Srd  Grade, 
substantive  (Provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Sid 
Grade,  substantive  (Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  2nd  Grade; 

Mr.  F.  C.  Hicks,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  Grade, 
substantive  (Provsional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4ch 
Grade,  substantive  (Provisional),  and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Srd  Grade. 

Srd  May  1893.  No.  804. — Consequent  on  the  departure  of  Mr. 
J.  H.  Lace,  Deputy  Conservator,  Srd  Grade,  subbtantive  (Provisional), 
and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  Grade,  on  furlough  for  18 
months,  the  following  promotions  shall  have  effect  from  the  12tb 
March  189S  : 

Mr.  L.  O,  Smith,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  Grade,  to  officiate  as 
Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  Grade ; 

Mr.  R.  J.  P.  Pinder,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  Grade,  substantiTO 
(Provisional)  to  be  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  Qrade,  substantive  (Provi- 
sional), and  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  Srd  Grade. 

8.— Burma  Gazbttb. 

27<A  April  1893.  No.  160.— Under  the  Provisions  of  Articles  277 
and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  privilege  leave  for  three 
months  is  granted  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Allan,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  with  effect  from  the  1st  May  1893,  or  the  subsequent  date  on 
which  he  may  be  relieved  of  his  duties. 

27<A  AprU  1893.  161.-— Mr.  R.  F.  Lowis,  Extra  Assistant  On. 
servator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  is  promoted  to  be  Extra  Assistant  Con- 
servator, Srd  grade,  substantive  pro  tem ,  with  effect  from  the  date  on 
which  he  assumed  charge  of  his  duties  in  the  Ruby  Mines  subdivision. 
On  his  transfer  from  the  Ruby  Mines  district,  Mr.  Lowis  will  revert  to 
his  substantive  rank. 

27^  AprU  1893.  No.  162.*- Mr.  C.  R.  Dun,  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Eatha  to  the  charge  of  the  Myadaung 
subdivision  of  the  Eatha  Forest  division,  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  C. 
W.  Allan  on  privilege  leave  or  until  further  orders. 
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2l9t  April  1893.  No.  2.— Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  reported  his  return  to  duty  on  the  Slst  March  1893 
from  three  month's  priyilege  leave  granted  to  him  in  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  451,  dated  the  18th  December  1892. 

2Ut  AprU  1893.  No.  3.— Mr.  P.  W.  Healj,  Extra  Assistant  Con- 
servator  of  Forests,  made  ^over,  and  Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  received,  charge  of  the  Agency  Division  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  3rd  April  1893. 

2dth  April  1893.  No.  164.— Mr.  W.  J.  Lane-Ryan,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  was  confirmed  in  the  appointment 
of  Sub-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  grade,  with  effect  from 
the  19th  May,  1891. 

No.  165.  S(FoBB8Ts). — On  his  return  from  the  Imperial  Forest 
School  at  Dehra  Dun  Mr.  W.  J.  Lane-Ryan,  Extra  Assistant  Conserva- 
tor of  Forests,  4th  grade,  is  posted  to  the.Myittha-Panlaung  subdivision 
of  the  Mandalay  Forest  division,  his  headquarters  being  Kayuk^ 

^th  May^  1893.  No.  174.— The  following  transfers  are  ordered  :— 
Mr,  G.  B.  Long,  Assistant  Consarvator  of  Forests,  from  Tavoy  to 
the  charge  of  the  Agency  division,  Tenasserim  Circle.   • 

Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,,  from 
Moulmein  to  the  charge  of  the  South  Tenasserim  Division,  Tenasserim 
Circle. 

Mr«  P,  W.  H  ealy.  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  from 
Moulmein  to  the  ch  arge  of  the  Kado  subdivision  of  the  Kado  division, 
Tenasserim  Circle. 

2^th  AprU  1193.  No.  5.— With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  97.  (Forests^,  dated  the  16th  March  1893,  that  part  of 
the  Pak6k](u  district  that  hitherto  formed  part  of  the  Lower  Chindwin 
Forest  divisin  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of , the  Officiating  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Taw  division,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2l8t  April 
1893. 

%ih  Mayy  1893.  No.  2.  —With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  165  (Forests),  dated  the  29th  April  1893,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Lane-Ryan,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge 
of  the  Myittha-Panlaung  subdivision  of  the  Maudalay  forest  division  on 
the  forenoon  of  the  5th  May  1§P3. 

lOtA  May  1893.  No.  177.— The  following  transfers  are  ordered  in 
the  Forest  Department : — 

Mr.  C.  W.  A  Bruce,  Assistant  Conservator,  from  Kindat  to  Manda- 
lay, as  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservators  of  Forests,  Eastern  and 
Western  Circles. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator,  from  Paungbyin  to  the 
oharge  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  division. 

9. — Assam  Gazbttb. 

4tA  May,  1893.  No.  4667G.— Mr.  D.  P.  Oopeknd,  Deputy  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  Dar  rang,  is  placed  in  charge  of  the  Nowgong  Forest 
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Division,  lo  addition  to  his  own  duties,  daring  the  absence  on  privilege 
leave  of  Mr.  J.C,  Kelly,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  or  until 
further  orders,  with  effect  from  the  date  of  receiving  charge. 

17^  Jfay,  1893.  No.  5116G.— Witheffisct  from  the  1st  April  1893,. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Kelly,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Qrade, 
is  promoted  to  the  First  Grade  of  Extra  Assistant  Conservators. 

26th  Map,  1893.  No.  5330G.— Consequent  on  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  R.  H.  M.  Ellis*  Deputy.  Copeervator  of  Forests.  First  Grade  (pro- 
visional), as  Officiating  Conservator  of  Forests,  Assam,  the  following 
temporary  promotions  are  made  with  effiect  from  the  8th   May  1893. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Pigot,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade 
(provisional),  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  First  Grade,  provi<- 
sional),  and  to  be  seconded. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Copeland,  Deputy  Coneervator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade 
(provisional),  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  First  Grade  (provi- 
sional), vice.,  Mr.  J.  L«  Pigot,  seconded. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Toung,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Third  Grade 
(provisional),  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  Second  Grade  (provi- 
rional), 

Mr.  T.  J.  Campbell,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade^ 
to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  Third  Grade  (proyiaional). 

10.— Htdebabad  RniDBNOT  GAEim. 

2Sth  April  1893.  No.  115.^Mr.  E.  tit.  Coventry^  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  Is  granted  examination  leave  for  three  months  under 
section  69  of  the  Forest  Department  Code,  with  effect  ftom  such  date 
as  he  may  be  relieved  of  his  special  work  in  Ajmere. 

I1.-»Mtsobb  Gazrtb. 

4^  Map,  No.  18339.— Under  Artjde  171  of  the  Mysore  Service 
Regulations,  Mr.  H.  Muttappa,  Sub-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
was  granted  casual  leave  of  absence  for  5  days  with  effect  from  the  8tb 
April  1893. 

llth  Map,  1893.  No.  18783,— G.  4676 — ^Mr.  B.  Ramaswami  Iyer» 
Officiating  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,*Kadar  District,  handed 
over,  and  Mr.  B.  Hira  Singh,  Forest  Probationer,  asssumed,  charge  of 
the  Kadur  District  Forest  Office  on  the  forenoon  of  the  20th  March 
1893. 

2.  Mr.  B.  Hira  Singh,  delivered  over,  and  Mr.  M.  G.  Rama  Rao» 
Forest  Probationer,  received,  charge  of  the  Shikarpur  Forest  Sub- 
division Office  on  the  forenoon  of  the  18th  March,  1893. 
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1. — Gazsttb  op  India. 

^^  «7«ne,  1893.— No.  588-F.^The  following  transfers  are  made 
in  oousequence  of  tbe  death  of  Mr.  Q.  H.  Foster,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Coorg : 

Mr.  G.  F.  Prevost,  Deputy  Conservator,!  Berar^  to  Coorg. 

Mr.  H.  Calthrop,  Deputy  Conserrator,  Burma  to  Berar. 

7th  June,  1893.— No.  593-F.— Consequent  on  the  return  of  Mr. 
R.  H,  C.  Whittall,  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade,  from  the 
special  leave  granted  him,  in  the  Notification  of  this  Department,  No. 
23d*F.,  dated  the  Uth  February  last  and  with  effect  from  26th 
May,   1893. 

(i)     Mr.  Whittall  to  resume  charge  of  the   Punjab   Forest  Circle. 

(ii)  Mr.  P.  J.  Carter,  Conservator,  3rd  (officiating  2nd)  grade, 
Pegu  Forest  Circle,  Lower   Burma,   to  revert  to   his  substantive  grade. 

(iii)  Mr.  C.  F.  Elliott,  Deputy  Conservator,  Ut  grade,  Baluchis- 
tan,  and  officiating  Conservator,  3rd  grade,  Punjab  Forest  Circle,  to 
revert   to  his  substantive  appointment. 

No.  597-F. — With  reference  to  the  Notifications  of  this  Depart- 
ment, No.  238-F.,  dated  the  24th  February,  last,  aud  No.  593-F.,  dated 
the  7th  instant,  Mr.  A.  V.  Monro,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forest,  4th  grade,  Baluchistan,  is  re- transferred  to  the  Punjab  on  being 
relieved  by  Mr.  (J.  F.  Elliott,  Deputy  Conservator,    let  grade. 

No.  600-F- — Mr.  A.  A,  Watson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Ist  grade,  Central  Provinces,  is  permitted,  at  his  own  request,  to 
resign  his  appointment,  with  effect  from  6th  April,  1893. 

l^thJune,  1893.— No.  624-F. — Tbe  following  promotions  are 
made  in  consequence  of  the  retirement  from  the  service  of  Mr.  W.  B, 
Fisher,  Conservator  of  Forests.  2nd  Grade  (on  deputation  in  England), 
with  effect  from  1st  January,  1893  : 

Mr.  S.  Eardley-Wilmot,  Conservator,  3rd  Grade,  and  officiating  in 
the  2nd  Grade,  North- Western  Provinces  and  Gudh,  is  confirmed  in 
the   latter  grade. 

Major  C.  T.  Bingham,  i.  s  o.,  Deputy  Conservator,  1st  Grade, 
and  officiariug  Conservator,  3rd  Grade,  Tenasserim  Forest  Circle,  Lower 
Burma,  is  confirmed  in  the  latter  grada 

2. — Madbas  Gazbttb. 

20th  May,  1893.— No.  252.— Mr.  H  A.  Gass,  District  Forest 
Officer,  Madura,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  three  months  from  or 
after  10th  June  1893,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regula- 
tions. 

No.  253. — Mr.  S.  C.  Moss,  Extra  Asistant  Conservator  of  Forests 
Second  Grade,  to  act  as  District  Forest  Officer,  Madura,  during  the, 
absence  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Gass  on  leave,  or  until  further  orders. 
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26eA  May  1893.— No.  255.— The  privilege  leave  granted  to  Mr« 
C.  D.  McArthy,  District  Forest  Officer,  Vizagapatam,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  H.  H.  Ward  to  aot  for  him,  notified  at  pages  458  and  475 
of  Part  I  of  the  FartSU  Gtwgt  Gazette,  dated  25th  April,  and  2nd  May, 
1893,  respectively,  are  hereby  cancelled. 

IQth  May  l893.^No.  256.— 
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Do. 
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offioer,  Anantapor.        1 

2l8«  May  1893.— Ranger  J.  Tapp,  North  Arcot  District,  to  aot 
as  Ranger,  4th  Grade,   with  effect   from   23rd  April    1893. 

Forester  Ist  Grade  C.  Dhan  Sing,  Trichinopoly  District,  to  aot 
as  Ranger,  5th  Grade,  with  effect  from   the  14th  May  1893. 

24eA  May  1893. — The  three  months'  privilege  leave  granted  to, 
M.  K.  Ry.  Maduranayagam  Pillay,  Sub- Assistant  Conservator  of  ForoBts, 
2nd  Grade,  and  notified  at  page,  428,  Part  II  of  the  Ffrrt  St.  George 
Gazette  of  14th  March  1893,  to  take  effect  from  the  11th  May  1893, 
nstead   of  from  15th  April  1893. 

17th  May  1893.— V.  P.  Ramalingam  Filial,  Ranger  on  Ra.  125 
Tinnevelly  District,  is  granted  leave  on  medical  certificate  for  three 
moQths,  under  article  369  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  from  6th 
May  1893. 

I8th  May  1893— S.  Arokiasami  Pillai,  Forest  Ranger,  Fifth  Grade, 
Gh^njam  District,  is  transferred  to  Vizagapatam  District. 

This  cancels  office  order  No.  13  of  1893-94. 

27th  May  1893.— Mr.  C.  P.  Howell,  Sub-Assistant  Conservator  of 
Madura,  is  granted  privilege  leave  ou  medical  certificate,  under  article 
291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  for  one  month  from  7th  May  1883. 

Ut  June.  193. — Hr.  S.  C.  Moss,  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  is  transferred  from  Tinnevelly  District  to  Madura  Distriot, 
pending  his  taking  charge  from  the  District  Forest  Officer,  Madura 
District,  uuder  Fort  St.  George  Gazette,  Notification  No,  253,  dated 
20th  May  1893,  published  in  the  issue  of  30th  May  1893,  Part  I. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SZTBAOTB  FBOM  OFFIOIAL  OAZITTIEB.  !!▼ 

\7ih  June  1893.— No.  308.—  Mr.  C.  J.  Woutens,  Acting  Distriot 
ForeBt  Officer,  South  Arcot,  is  grauted  privilege  leave  for  three 
months,  with  eftect  from  or  after  the  Ist  July  1893,  under  articie 
291  of  the   Civil  Senrioe    Regulations. 

21s«Jwne   1893.— V.  P.    Ramalingam    Pillai,    Ranger  on  Rs.  125 
is  transferred  to  North  Malabar — to  join  on  completion  of  his  leave.     ^ 

T.  C.  R.   Maiaja  Filial,   Ranger  on  Rs.  80,i8    transferred    from 
North  Malabar  to  Tinnevelly  . 


3. — Bombay  Gazbtts. 

29th  May  1893.— No.  3888.— Mr.  W.  A.  Willinger,  Extra  Assistr 
ant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest 
Officer,  Surat,  is  granted  an  extension  by  twenty- five  days  of  the  pri- 
vilege leave  of  absence  for  one  month  allowed  tu  him  in  Notification 
dated  18th  April,  1893,  published  at  page  388  of  the  Bombay  Govern- 
ment OuzeUe  o(  the  27tb  idem.  Parti,  by  the  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  N.  C. 

25th  May  1893.— Measi's.  B.  H.  Dalai,  Extra  Assistant  Conser> 
yator  of  Forests,  and  E,  G  Oliver,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge  of  the  Divisional 
Forest  Office,  West  Kh&ndesh,   on  the   forenoon  of  the  19th   instant. 

30th  May  1893  Mr.  L.  D.  Joshi,  Extra  AssisUnt  Conservator  of 
Forests,  delivered  over  and  Mr.  E.  G.  Oliver,  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  received  charge  of  the  East  Eb&nde&h  Divisional  Forest 
Office  on  the  afternoon   of  the  22nd,  May  1893. 

^rdJune  1893.— Mr.  F.  R.  Dasai,   Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests 
N.  C,  delivered  over   and  Mr.   W.  A.   Wallinger,  Extra  Assistant  C09- 
aervator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,    received   charge   of  the  Divisional 
Forest  Office,   Surat,   on  the  3l8t  of  May  1893,  before  noon. 

14^  June  1893.— No.  4270.— His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Gonncil  is  pleased  to  appoint  Mr«  J.  H.  Clabby  to  do  duty  as  Divi* 
sional  Forest  Officer,    Shol4pur. 

20th  June  1893.— No.  4432.— Mr.  R.  H.  Madan,  Extra- Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests  and  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  East  Kh&ndesh, 
la  allowed  leave  on  medical  certificate  for  two  months  under  Article 
869  of  the  Civil  Service   Regulations. 

21st  June  1893.— No.  4479.— Mr.  G.  A.  Hight,  Deputy  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  Seoond  Grade,  has  been  allowed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  an  extension  of  leave  on  medical  certifi- 
cate for  six  months. 

17«^Ji«n6  1893.- Messrs.  T.  R.  D.  Bell  and  B.  J.  Haselden 
respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge  of  the  Central  Divi- 
sion of  K4nara  on  the  afternoon   of  the  12th  June  1893. 

27th  June  1893. — Mr.  E.  G.  Oliver,  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  delivered  over  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Madan,  L.  C.  E.,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  received  charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest 
Office,  East  KhAndesh,  on  the  forenoon   of  the  20th  of  Jane  1893. 
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No.  196. — His  Excellency  the  Right  Hononrable  the  €k>Tenior  of 
fionibaj,  under  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  Indian  Coancila 
Acts,  1861  and  1892,  has  been  pleased  to  nominate  the  undermen- 
tioned gentlemen  to  be  Additional  Members  of  the  Council  of  the 
Governor  of  Bombay  for  the  purpose  of  making  Laws  and  Regulations 
only  :— 

Mr.  A.  T.   Shuttleworth. 

4. — Bengal  Gazbttb. 

I9th  June  1893.— The  report  of  the  Central  Examination  Com- 
mitte,  having  been  received,  the  result  of  the  Half-yearly  Depart- 
mental Examination  of  AsBistant  Magistiates  and  others,  held  in  May 
1893,  is  published  for  general  information  : — 

1.  Mr.  C.  C.  Hatt,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  has  passed 
in  Hindustani  by  the  higher  standard* 

2.  Mr.  F.  Trafford,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  has  passed 
in  Hindustani  by  both  standards,  and  in  Land    Revenue   Systems. 

3.  Mr  A.  H.  Mee,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  has 
passed   in  Hindustani  by  the  higher  standard. 

\9thJnne,  1893.— No.  2368.— Mr.  C.  A.  G.  Lillingstou,  Deputy 
CouBervator  of  Forests  and  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Bengal,  assumed  charge  of  the  Darjeeling  Forest  Division  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  5th  May,  1893,  from  Mr.  F.  B.  Manson,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  granted  two  years'  furlough. 

19th  June,  1893— No.  2369.— Consequent  on  the  grant,  with 
effect  from  the  13th  May,  1893  of  two  years  furlough  to  Mr.  F.  R 
Mansot),  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  Grade,  the  following 
temporary  promotions  are  made  in  the  Upper  Controlling  Staff  of  the 
Bengal  Forest  Service  :^ 

Mr.  G.  A.  Richar^ison,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  grade, 
is  appointed    to  officiate  in  the  2nd  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators. 

Mr.  C.  G,  Rogers,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade  (seconded),  is 
appointed  to  officiate  in  the  8rd  grade  of  Deputy   Conservators. 

Mr.  H.  D.  D,  French,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade  (provision- 
all)  is  appointed  to  officiate  in  the  3rd  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators, 
vice  Mr.  C.  G.  Rogers  (seconded). 

2Ath  June  1893.— No.  2375.— Mr,  F.  Trafford,  Assistant  CouBerva- 
tor  of  Forests  attached  to  the  Singhbhum  Division,  is  granted  six 
months'  leave  on  medical  certificate,  under  article  343  of  the  Civil 
Service  Regulations,  with  effect  from  the  Idth  June  1893 

5,— N  W.  P.  AND  GuDH  Gazbttb. 

29th  May  1893.— No.  1465  11— 82A.— Mr.  E.  L.  Haslett,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  from  the  Grhwal  to  the  Naini  Tal 
Forest  Division  of  the  Central  Circle. 

No,  1476— 11— 626C.— In  supersession  of  Notification  No.  1310 
—11— 626a— dated  9th  May  1893,  Mr.  F.  A.  Leete,  Asalstent 
Conservator  of  Forests,  attached  to  the  Garhw^t  Forest  Division, 
Central   Circle,     to    hold  charge    of    the   Kumaun  Forest    Diviaioa 
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during  the  abBenoe  on  leave  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Blanchfield,  Extra  Assis- 
tant  CoDBervator,  or  until  farther  orders. 

2l8t  June  1893— No.  1738.— Mr.  B.  A.  Rebsoh,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Foreste,  Bahralch  Forest  Dtvision,  in  the  Oadb  Circle, 
privilege  leave  for  three  months,  with  effect  from  the  20th  July 
1893. 

21«e  June  1893.  No.  1739— II— 66 IB— Mr.  B.  B  Osmaston 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Working  Plans  Officer,  attached  to  the 
Direction  Division  of  the  Oudh  Circle,  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  4th  grade,  and  to  hold  charge  of  the  fiahraich  Forest 
Division,  in  the  same  Circle,  during  the  absence  on  leave  of  Mr.  B.  A. 
Rebech,  or  until  further  orders. 

6. — Punjab  Oazxttb. 

\9thJune  1893.— No.  368.— Messrs  L.  Qisbome  Smkli^eputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  and  A  V.  Monro,  Officiating  Deputy^nser- 
vator  of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  chiirge  ofthe 
Direction  Division  and  the  duties  of  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conser- 
vator ot  Forests,,  Punjab,   on  the  afternoon   of  the   8th   June,   1898. 

7 — Central  Provxhobs  Gazbttb. 

25^  May  1893.— No.  15.— Mr.  R.  H.  Cole,  Forester,  1st  grade, 
in  the  Nimar  Forest  Division,  having  complied  with  the  conditions 
laid  down  in  Section  29  (I)  of  the  Forest  Department  Code,  is  pro- 
moted, under  Section  49  of  said  Code,  to  Banger,  6th  grade,  on  Bs.  50 
per  mensem,  on  probation  for  one  year,  with  effect  from  the  1st  April 
1893. 

2l8t  June  1893. — No.  4679. — The  undermentioned  officer  of  the 
Forest  Department  is  declared  to  have  passed  the  prescribed  Depart- 
mental Examination  in  Forest  Law : — 

Mr.  S.  R.  Parsons,  Forest  Ranger. 

8. — Burma  Gazettb. 

25th  May  1893.  No.  190.— Mr.  D.  L.  K.  Calderwood,  Eztva 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Aldn  to  the 
charge  of  the  Gangaw  subdivision,  of  the  Taw  Forest  division,  with 
headquarters  at  Gangaw. 

11^  May  1893«  N9.  4.— Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Healy,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  received  charge  of,  the  Agency  division  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  8th  May  1893. 

ISth  May  1893.  No.  6. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  177,  dated  the  10th  instent»  Mr.  C  W.  A.  Bruoe^ 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Forteatb, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Paungbyin  subdivision,  Assumed 
charge  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  Forest  division  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  3rd  May  1893  in  addition  to  his  other  dnties. 
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No.  7. — With  reference  tu  Revenue  Department  Notification 
No.  177,  dated  the  10th  iDstant,  Mr.  G.  W.  A.  Bruce,  Aaaistant  Conaer- 
vator  of  Forests,  reported  his  arriral  in  Mandalaj,  and  assumed 
charge  of  his  duties  as  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of  ForestSy 
Eastern  and  Western  Circles,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  15th  instant. 

2^rd  May  1893.  No.  6.— Mr.  P,  W.  Healy,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  6.  R.  Long,  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  received  charge  of,  the  Agency  division  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  20th  May,  1893. 

23rc;  May  1893.  No.  6.— Mr.  G.  R.  Long,  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests, made  over,  and  Mr.  C.  Ingram,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests, received,  charge  of  the  South  Teuasserim  division  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  12th  May,  1893. 

23r<f  May  1893  No.  3.— Mr.  C.  W.  Alan,  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  availed  himself  on  the  forenoon  of  the  16th  May 
1893  of  the  priviiege  leave  granted  him  in  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.   160  (Forests),  dated  the  27th  April,  1898. 

^%rd  May  1893.  No.  4.  —With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  162  (Forests),  dated  the  27th  April  1893,  Mr.  C.  W 
Allan,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  and  Mr.  C.  R.  Dun 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received 
charge  of  the  Myadaung  subdivision  of  the  Katha  Forest  division  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  15th  May    1898. 

Z\%t  May  1893  No.  193.— The  following  officers  have  been  granted 
extensions  of  leave  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  for  the  periods 
noted  against  them  : — 

Mr.  J.  Copeland,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  four  months 
extraordinary  leave  without  pay. 

Mr.  U.  Carter,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  three  months 
leave  on  medical  certificate. 

\%t  June  1893  No.  194.— Mr.  C.  W.  B.  Anderson,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Kindat  to  the  charge  of 
the  Paungbyin  subdivision  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  forest  division. 

29^  May  1893.  No.  7.— With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  190  (Forests),  dated  the  25th  May  1893,  Mr.  D.  L.  K 
Calderwood,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and 
Mr.  T.  H.  Aplin,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed,  charge  of 
the  Aldn  Revenue  subdivision,  Lower  Chindwin  Forest  division,  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  22nd  inst.,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties  1898  No.  8. — 
3rd  May  1803,  in  addition  to  other  duties. 

SUt  May  1893.  No.  8.—With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  177,  dated  the  10th  instant,  Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Bruce, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr,  H.  H  'Forteatb, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of*  the  Paungbyin  subdivi- 
sion, received,  charge  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  Forest  division  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  3rd  May  18^3,  in  addition  to    other  dnties. 

6<A  J«»«1893.v  No.  9.— Mr.  C.  W.  B.  Anderson,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge  of  the  Paungbyin  Revenue 
station,  Upper  Chindwin  Forest  division,  with  effect  from  the  1st  Jane 
1893. 

10^  June  1893  No.  204. — In  superesesslon  o'  this  departments 
Notification  No.  194,  dated  the  Ist  June  1893,  Mr.  C.  W.  B.  Anderson, 
Extra  Assistant    Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  Kindat  to 
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the  charge  of  the  Pnungbyin  reveaue  station  of  the  Upper  Ohindwin 
Foreat  divison. 

No.  205. — ^The  following  transfers  are    ordered  : — 

Mr.  C.  W.    A.   Bruce,   Assistant  Conservator    of  Forests,   from 
Mandalay  to  the  charge  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  Division. 

Mr.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  from  Kindat 
to  Mandalay,  as  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Eastern  and  Western  Circles. 

I9th  June  IS9Z.  "So,  215. — Mr.  J.  Messer,  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  the  Working  Plans  division  to  the 
Tonngoo  division,  Pegu  Circle. 

jjq    216. ^The    Chief    Commissioner    appoints    Mr.  C.    W.     A. 

Brace  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  to  the  charge  of  the  Paungbyin 
BubdiviBion  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  division  iu  addition  to  his  other 
duties. 

No     223. Mr.  C.  R.  Dun,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  it 

transferred  from  Tigyaing  to  the  charge  of  the  Mandalay  Forest 
Division. 

No.  224. Mr.    U.   F    Lowis,    Extra   Assistant  Conservantor   of 

Foreats  is  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  Myadaung  subdivision  of  the 
Katha  Forest  division  in  addition  to  his  to  other  duties. 

2lth  June  1893  No.  225 — Mr.  J.  Allmark,  Extra  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  ForesU,  is  permitted  to  return  to  duty  within  the  period  of  the 
Jeave  granted  to  him  in  this  department  Notification  No.  115,  dated 
the  29th  March  1893,  and  is  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Agency  and. 
Depot  division  of  the  Pegu  circle. 

No.  226,  — Mr.  W,  F.  L.  Tottenham,  officiating  Deputy  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  is  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  Pegu  subdivision 
of  the  Rangoon  Forest    divison  on    being    relieved  by     Mr.     Allmark  ^ 

9. — Assam  Gazbttb. 

\%ih  June  1893.  No,  1  — The  undermentioned  candidates  have 
been  awarded  Scholarships  of  Rs.  30  each  per  mensem  in  the  Dehra 
Dun  Imperial  Forest  School  ; 

Babu  Krishna  Chandra  Sarma,  Sylhet. 

Mr.  W.  Breaky.  Dhubri. 

10. Htdbrabad  Rbbidbnot  Gazbttb 

29«A  AprU  1893,  No  .115-B.— The  Resident  is  pleased  to  declare 
that  the  following  Extra  Assistant  Conservators  have  passed  the 
Higher  Standard  Examination  in  Marathi  prescribed  for  Forest  Officers 
in  the  Hyderabad  Assigned  Districts  :— 

Mr.  B.  Bhnkan. 

,,    Sreenivasalu  Naidu. 
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Ui  May  1893.  No.  116i — Under  the  proTisions  ofGDvemmeot 
of  India,  Revenue  and  Agricultural  Department,  Ciroular  No.  18-F, 
dated  the  29th  July  1891,  the  following  changes  in  the  poeltion  and 
designation  of  the  officers  of  the  Lower  controlling  staff  of  the  Forest 
service  in  the  Central  Provinces,  Berar  and  Coorg,  shall  have  e£bct 
from  the  26th  February  1891  :— 


Name. 


Mr.  Ohander  Knmar  Ohatterjl ... 

B^aa  Sahib  Mahomed  Ghonse  .. 

Mr.  ManrakhRid    ... 

Mr.  Shridhar  Qanesh  Paranjpe 

Mr.  Norman  Chester  McLeod  ... 

Mr.  J.  J.    Hobday... 

Mr.  O.    H.  Haldane. 

Mr.  Ahmed  AU.,     ... 

Mr.  Rami  Khan.     ... 

Mr.  Bakhan 

Mr.  Ramchuidra  Krishna. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Thompson. 


Sub-Asst.   Gonsr.  of 
Forests,  1st  grade ... 

Do.  da 

Do.  2nd  grade    ... 

Do.  do.      .. 

Do  do.      ... 

Do   8rd  grade 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  2nd  grade 
Ofl^.  do.  8rd  grade 

Do.         do. 

Da         da  on  pro- 
bation. 


To 


Extra  Aast  Oonsr.  of 
Forests.  1st    grade' 

Do.  da 

Da  da 

Da    2nd       grada 

Do.  da 

Da  do. 

Da    8rd        grade 

Da  do. 

Da    ith        grade, 
Offg.  do. 

Da  da    do. 

on  probation. 


lit  May  189S  No.  117.— Mr.  Srinivasulu  Naidu,  Sub-AssisUnt  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  3rd  grade,  on  probation,  is  appointed  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Foreets,  4th  grade,  on  probation,  with  effect  from 
the  5th  May  1891. 

"  No.  ll8.~Mr.  Bukhan,  Officiating  Extra  Assistant  Gonserrator 
of  Forests,  4th  grade,  is  confirmed  in  that  grade  with  effect  from  the 
1st  October  1891. 

'*  No.  119, — Mr.  Srinivasulu  Naidu,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  on  probation,  is  appointed  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  4th  grade,  with  effect  from  the  21st  July  1892. 

<<  No.  120. — Mr,  L.  K.  Martin  is  appointed  as  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  on  probation,  with  effect  from  the 
24th  July  1892. 

11.  MTsofiB  Statb  Gazbttb; 

2Is^  June  1893.  No  21137— Q.  5254— Mr.  C.  E.  M.  Rnssell, 
Superintendent  of  Forests  and  Government  Farms,  haying  returned 
from  the  3  years  and  4  months'  leave  granted  him  in  Notifioations  No. 
47.  dated  5th  June  1890,  and  No.  422,  dated  24th  February  1891,  and 
reported  himself  for  duty  on  the  1st  instant,  the  unexpired  portion  of 
his  leave  is  hereby  cancefled. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VIII.— EXTRACTS  FROM  OFFICIAL  GAZETTES. 
1. — Gazibttk  of  India. 

Slst  July,  1893. — No.  795--^.— CoQsequent  on  the  return  from 
privilege  leave  of  Mr.  £.  P.  Dansey,  Conservator  of  Fore8t8|  2nd  grade, 
Bengal,  the  following  reversions  are  ordered,  with  effect  from  14th 
Jaly  1893: 

Mr.  R.  H.  E.  Thompson,  Conservator,  3rd  (officiating  2nd)  grade, 
Northern  Circle,  Central  Provinces,  to  his  substantive   grade. 
•       Mr.  E.  0.    Chester,  Officiating  Conservator,   3rd   grade,    Bengal, 
to   his  substantive  appointment   of  Deputy  Conservator,  Ist    grade, 

2. — Madras  Qazbttb.-— 

26^.Afn6,  1893.— M.  R.  Ry.  C.  M.  Maduranayagam  Pillai,  Sub- 
Assistatit  Conservator,'  from  North  Aroot  to  South  Arcot  District — to 
join  on  expiration  of  his  leave. 

1st  July,  1893. — Ranger  P.  Venkatakrisbnama  Naidu  from  Salem 
to  North  Aroot. 

I7th  June,  1893.— N.  Nagarazu,  Forest  Ranger,  5th  grade, 
Palkonda  Range,  Vizagapatam  District,  is  granted  two  months 
privilege  leave,  with  effect  from  the  8th  of  June,   1893. 

2SthJune,  1893.— Mr.  H.  Stafford,  Forest  Ranger,  Kurnool,  is 
granted  6freen  days'  privilege  leave,  with  effect  from  27th  June  1893, 
or  from  such  date  as  he  avails  himself  of  the  same. 

Zrd  July,  1893.— A.  R.  Rama  Row,  Ranger  on  Rs.  50,  is  transferred 
from  North  Coimbatore  to  South  Goimbatore — To  join  at  once* 

9th  July,  1893. — The  one  month's  privilege  leave  granted  in 
Service  Order  No.  87  of  1893  to  Mr.  C.  P.  Howell,  Sub-Assistant  Con- 
servator on  Rs.  150,  Madura,  from  7th  May  1898,  is  hereby  commuted 
into  leave  on  medical  certificate,  under  article  369  of  the-  Civil  Service 
Regulations^  and  the  same  is  extended  by  five  months. 

I6th  July,  1893.— No.  360— Mr  J.  G.F.  Marshall,  Acting  District 
Forest  Officer,  North  Aroot,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  three  months, 
with  effect  from  or  after  1st  August  1893,  under  article  291  of  the 
Civil  Service  Regulations. 

I7th  July,  1393.— The  transfer  of  Ranger  P.  Venkatakishnama 
Naidu  from  Salem  to  North  Arcot  District,  ordered  in  this  office  order 
No.  38  of  1893-94,  is  cancelled. 

20th  July,  1893— Ranger  Mr.  Middleton  is  granted  two  months* 
leave  without  allowances,  under  article  372  of  the  Civil  Service  Re- 
gulations, with  effect  from  22nd  June  1893. 

20th  July,  1893.— A.  S.  Mariapragasam  Pillai,  Ranger  on  Rs.  80, 
South  Coimbatore  Division,  is  granted  sick  leave  on  medical  certificate 
for  three  months,  under  article  369  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations, 
from  date  uf  relief. 
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3. — Bombay  Oazbtte. 

Ist  Jvly,  1893.— Mesara.  W.  R  Woodrow  and  T.  K.  D.  Bell,  De- 
puty CoDservBtors,  respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge  of 
the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  Bijapur,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  22nd  June 
1893. 

Zrd  July,  1893. — Mr.  J.  H.  Clabby,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  handed  over  charge  of  the  Poona  Sub-Division  Forest  Office 
to  Mr.  A.  D,  Wilkins,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  27th  June  1983. 

Mr.  S.  Horuidge,  A.  M.  I.  C.  E.,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
delivered  over  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Clabby,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  received  charge  of,  the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  Shol4pur,  on 
the  forenoon   of  the  28th  June  1893. 

ZrdJvly,  1^93.— No.  4751.— Mr.  A.  C.  Robinson,  L.  C.  E.,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  aud  Sub-Divisional 
Forest  Officer,  Kolaba,  is  allowed  privilege  leave  of  absence  for  three 
months  from   10th  July   1893. 

Uh  July,  1893.— No.  4864.— Mr.  T.  B.  Fry,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Seooud  Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Working 
Plans,  N.  C,  is  allowed  privilege  leave  of  absence  for  three  months 
from  4th  August  1893. 

8<A  July,  1893.— No.  4946.— His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Council  is  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  G.  P,  Millett  to  act  as  Working 
Plans  Officer,  Northern  Circle,  in  addition  to  his  own  duties,  during 
the  absence  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Fry  on  privilege  leave,  or  pending  further 
orders. 

\2th  July,  1893.— No,  5067.— His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Council  is  pleaeed  to  appoint  Mr.  Gaupat  Jayavant  Kege  to  act  as 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests  in  the  Fourth  Grade,  during 
the  absence  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Robinson,  L.  C,  E ,  or  pending  further  orders. 

1th  July,  18  3. — Mr.  Lakshman  Dflji  Joshi,  Extra  Assistant  Con- 
servator ot  Forests,  delivered  over  charge  of  the  Sub-Division  Forest 
Office,  East  Kbdndesh,  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Madan,  Extra  Assistant  Couser- 
vator  of  Forefats,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  June  1893,  and  received 
charge  of  the  Sub-Division  Forest  Office,  Poona,  from  Mr.  A.  D. 
Wllkins,  Deputy  Ccnrervator  of  Forests,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  3rd 
instant 

4. — Bengal  Gazette, 

26«A  Ji*n«,  1893.— No,  2890.— Mr.  W.  H.  Lovegrove,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  in  charge  of  the  Eurseong 
Division,  on  being  relieved  ol  that  charge  by  Mr.  Lillingston,  is 
posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Chittagong  Division. 

Mr.  C.  A.  G.  Lillingston,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd 
grade,  Daijeeling,  will  hold  charge  of  the  Eurseong  Division  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties. 

6tA  July,  18r3— No.  2409.— Mr.  H.  H.  Haines,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Jalpaignri  Forest 
Division,  is  granted  leave  for  three  months,  under  article  291  of  the 
Civil  Service  Regulations,  with  effect  from  the  24th  July  1893,  or  any 
subsequent  date  on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BXTBAOTS  FBOM  OFFICIAL  OAZSTTIfl.  Ixii 

Mr.  C.  C.  Halt,  Auiatant  Conserrator,  attached  to  the  Darjeeling 
Foreat  Division,  is  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the  JalpaiguH  Forest 
Divisiony  during  the  ahsence  of  Mr.  Haines. 

IZth  July,  1893.— No.  2468.— Mr.  R.  L  Heinig,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  was  employed  as  Working  Plans  Officer  in 
connection  with  the  preparation  of  a  Working  Plan  for  the  Sunderban 
Forests,  from  February  to  May  1892  inclusive. 

15<A  JWy,  1898.^No.  2505.— Mr.  C.  A.  O  Lillingston,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  was  attached  to  the  Direction  Division  from 
the  llth  to  the  16th   October  1892,  both  days  inclusive. 

25th  Jvly,  1893.— No.  2634.— The  services  of  Bai  Sahib  Eirty 
Chonder  Chaudburi,  Assistant  Engineer,  which  were  placed  at  the 
diaposal  of  the  Revenue  Department  in  the  Public  Works  Department 
Notification  No.  315,  dated  the  14th  November  1892,  are  replaced  at 
the  disposal  of  that  Department,  with  effect  from  the  7ch  August  1892, 
or  such  subsequent  date  as  he  may  have  completed  the  work  in  the 
Forest  Department,  on  which  he  is  now  employed. 

5. — N  W.  P.  AND  OuDH  Gazjettb. 

3rd  Jvly,  1893.— No.— 1876.— LdU  Har  Swamp,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  from  the  4th  to  the  3rd  grade,  with  effect  from 
the  23rd  July  1892,  vice  Sardar  Hira  Singh,  promoted. 

6. — Punjab  Gazbttb. 

3rc£  July,  1893.— No.  381.— Jro<»>ka<«w.— Bhdi  Sadhu  Sinigh 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  and  Mr.  L.  Gisborne  Sm  th 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  receiveh 
charge  of  the  Has^ra  Forest  Division  on  the  nfternoou  of  the  14td 
June  1893. 

bh4i  Sadhii  Singh  will  remain  attached  to  the  Hazlira  Division. 

7. — Central  Provincbs  Gazbttb. 

29(A  June,  1893.  No.  3005.— The  Officiating  Chief  Commissioner  is 

pleased  to  invest  the  undermentioned  Forest  Officers  with   the  powers 

defined  in   Section   71,  Act  VII  of  1878  (the  Indian  Forest  Act) ,  to 

be  exercised  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  Divisions  : — 

Name,  Dengnation. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor  ...  Deputy   Conservator  of  Forests 

Mr.  A.  M.  Caccia  ...  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests 

Mr.  S.  G.  Pranjpe  ...  Extra- Assistant  Conservator   of 

Forests. 
17<AJt«Zy,  1893.— No.  5316. -The  following  officer  of  the   Forest 
Department  has  passed  the   prescribed   examination    in    vernacular   as 
shown  below  : — 

HiNDU&TANL 

By  the  Higher  Standard, 

Mr.  N.  C.  McLeod,  Extra- Assistant  Conservator. 

\%thJuly,  1893.— No.  3304.— Mr.  E.  Dobbs,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Central  Froyinces,  has  been  granted,  by  her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  two  months'  leave  on  medical  certificate  in 
extension  of  the  one  year's  leave  previously  granted  him  by  Notification 
No.  2753  of  the  5th  August  1892, 
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20thJtdyj  1893.— No.  3332.— Mr.  R.  G.  Tbompaon,  Extra- Assist- 

Ant  Conseryator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Pranhita-Grodavari  Sub- 
Division,  in  the  Chanda  Forest  Division,  is  transferred  to  the  Mandla 
Forest  Division  in  the  same  oapabity. 

8.— Burma  Gazbttb. 

20th  Ji*n«,  1893  —  No.  11.— With  reference  to  tie  Revenue 
Department  Notification  No.  205  (Forests) ,  dated  the  10th  June  1893, 
Mr.  0.  W.  A.  Bnice,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge 
of  the  Upper  Chindwin  Forest  division  and  of  the  Paungbyin  Sub- 
division of  that  division  from  Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator^ 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  June  1893,  and  Mr.  Forteath  reported,  bis 
arrival  at  Mandalay  and  assumed  charge  of  his  duties  aa  Personal 
Assistant  to  the  Conservators  of  Forests,  Eastern  and  Western  Circles, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  June  1893. 

23rrf  June,  1893. — No.  6. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  Nos,  225  and  22o,  dated  the  2Lst  June  1893,  Mr.  W.  F.  L. 
Tottenham,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  J. 
Allmark.  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  received  charge  of,  the 
Rangoon  Dep6t  and  Agency  Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  June 
1893. 

20th  June,  1893.— No.  235.— Under  the  provisions  of  Article  282 
(a)  (\)  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  privilege  leave  tor  three  months 
and  six  days  is  srranted  to  Mr  F.  J.  firanthwaite,  officiating  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  with  eflfeot  from  the  11th  July  1893,  or  the 
subsequent  date  on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

bthJuly,  1893. — No.  137. — At  the  Departmental  examination  held 
at  Akyab,  Bassein,  Henzada,  Thayetmjo,  M6ulmein,  Tavoy,  Mandalay, 
Bhamo,  Katha,  Mogdk,  Ye-u,  Kiudat,  Monywa,  Minbu,  Myingjan, 
Meiktila,  and  Taungyi  (Southern  Shan  States) ,  the  following  candidates 
passed  in  Burmese  by  the  standards  specified  : — 

Higher  Standard, 

Mr.  A.  M.  Burn-Murdoch,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Lower  Standard, 

Mr.  S.  Ca**r,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, — toith  credit. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Healv,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

6th  July,  1893— No.  243.— Mr.  T.A.  Hauxwell,  Deputy  Con  serva- 
tor  of  Forests,  Salween-Attaran  division,  is  placed  temporarily  in  charge 
of  the  Agency  division,  Tenasserim  circle,  in  addition  to  his  other 
duties. 

^  6<A  Jtdy,  1893.— No.  244.— Mr.  G.  R.  Long,  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Agency  division,  is  transferred  temporarily 
to  special  duty  in  the  Kado  division. 

7th  July,  1893— No.  142.— At  the  Departmental  examination  held 
•^t  Mogok,  Minbu,  Meiktila,  and  Moulmein  on  the  5th  June  1893,  the 
following  Forest  Officers  passed  in  the  auhjecta  specified  opposite  their 
names  according  to  the  standards   prescribed   for   the   examination   of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BXTRACTi   FBOM  OFTIOIAL  OAZBTTI8.  1x17 

Forest  Officers  in   Chapter  IV  of  the     DepartmeDtal    ExAmiDatioD 
Rulea  : — 

Name,  Paued  in. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Bum  Murdoch,  AsfiiBtant  Con- 
servator of  Forests         ...  ...     Law  and  Revenue, 

Mr.  6.  K.  Long.   Assistant   Conservator 
of  Forests  ...  ...     Proced ure  an d  Accounts. 

Mr.   S.    Carr,  r.  c.  H.,  Assistant     Con- 
servator of  Forests         ...  ...  Ditto  ditto 

Mr.  W.  J.  LRne-Ryao,    Extra   Assistant 
Guiiservator  of  Forests  ...  Ditto  ditto. 

Mr.  R  F.  Lewis,  Extra  Assistant   Con- 
servator of  Forests         ...  ...     Law,  Procedure,  &  Accounts. 

^rd  July,  1893. — No.  7. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Kotificaton  No.  215,  dated  the  19th  June  1893,  Mr.  J.  Messer, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests  relinquished  charge  o^  his  duties  in  the 
Working  Plans  Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd  June  1893. 

No.  8. — With  reference  to  the  aforesaid  Notification,  Mr.  Messer, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge  of  his  duties  iu  the 
Toungoo  division  on  the  forenoon  of  the  24th  June   1898. 

3rrf  July,  1893. — No.  5. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  223  (Forests),  dated  the  20th  June  1893,  Mr.  C.  R. 
Dud,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  received  charge  of  the  Mandalay 
Forest  Division  from  Mr.  H.  Oalthrop,  Deputy  Conseivator  of  Forests, 
on  the  afternoon    of  the  30th  June  1893. 

lit  July,  1893. — No.  12. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  190  (Forests),  dated  the  26th  May  1893,  Mr.  D.  L.  K. 
Calderwood,  Extra  Assistant  Conser? ator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge  of 
the  Gangaw  suhdivision,  Yaw  Forest  Division,  on  the  18th  June  1893. 

6th  July,  1893. — No.  6. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  224  (Forests),  dated  the  20th  June  1893,  Mr.  R.  F. 
Lowis,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests  assumed  charge  of  the 
Myadaung  forest  subdivision  in  addition  to  his  other  duties  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  Srd   July  1893. 

\2tk  July,  1893.— No.  9,— Mr.  F.  J.  Branthwnite,  officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  Working  Plans  Division, 
availed  himself  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  July  1893  of  the  privilege 
leave  granted  him  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  235,  dated 
the  30th  June  1893. 

nth  July,  1893— No.  254. — The  following  promotions  are  msde 
in  the  Forest  Department  ; — 

With  effect  from  the  1st  January  1893,  consequent  on  Major 
Bingham's  confirmation  as  a  Conservator  of  Forests  : 

Mr.  J.  Nisbef,  Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  grade,  to  be  Deputy 
Conservator,  Ist  Grade. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Hanxweil,  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd  (officiating  2nd) 
grade,  is  confirmed  in  that  grade. 

Mr.  J.  Cppeland,  Deputy  Conservator  4th  grade,  to  be  Deputy 
Conservator,  3rd  grade. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Gradon,  Assistant  Conservator,  Ist  (officiating  Deputy 
Conservator,   4th)  grade  is  confirmed  in  that  grade. 

Mr.  G.  F.  R.  Blackwell,  Assistant  Conservator,  1st  (officiating 
Deputy  Conservator,   4th)  grade,  is  confirmed  in  that   grade. 
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Mr.  W.  W.  T.  MoHarg,  AsaiBtant  Conseryator,  2nd  (officiatiog 
Ist)  grade,  is  oonfirmed  in  that  grade. 

With  effect  from  the  Ist  July  1893,  the  date  of  Mr.  Calthrop'a 
transfer  -to  Berar  : — 

Mr.  C.  L.  Toussaint,  Assistant  Conservater,  1st  (officiating  Depnty 
Conservator,  4tb)  grade,  is  confirmed  in  that  grade. 

Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Bruce,  Assistant  Conserrator,  2nd  (officiating  1st) 
grade,  is  confirmed  in  that  grade. 

No.  255. — The  Chief  Commissioner  is  pleased  to  direct  that, 
with  effect  firom  the  1st  October  1893,  the  Southern  Shan  States  and 
the  Myeiat,  as  defined  in  Foreign  Department  Notification  No.  14, 
dated  the  26th  November  1891  shall  be  formed  into  a  Forest  Division 
of  the  Eastern  Circle,  that  the  division  shall  be  called  the  Southern 
Shan  States  division,  and  that  its  headquarters  shall  be  Fort  Stedman. 

No  256.r-Mr.  H.  Jackson  is  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the 
Southern  Shan  States  Forest  Diyision  with  effect  from  the  1st 
October  1898. 

11. — Mtbobs  Gazettb. 

No.  7i— G.  38.— Under  Article  171  of  the  Mysore  Service  Re- 
gulations, Mr.  Venkatnaranappa,  Sub-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Tnmkur  District,  was  granted  casual  leave  of  absence  for  5  days  from 
Arom  19th  June  1893. 

Uh  July,  1893.— No.  304.— G.  102.— Mr.  S.  A.  Baput  Rao, 
Assistant  Conservator,  delivered  over,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  M.  Russell,  Super- 
intendent of  Forests,  assumed,  charge  of,  the  Bangalore  District  Forest 
Office  on  the  forenoon  of  the  24th  June  1893. 

2.  Mr.  S.  A.  Bapu  Rao  is  appointed  to  act  as  Headquarter 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests  during  the  absenoa  of  Mr.  T.  Abdul 
Karim  on  leave. 
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1. — QA2BTTB    OT    InDIA. 

25ih  July,  1893— No.  809-^.— jFrra<«m.— In  the  Notification 
of  this  Department,  No.  796-F.,  dated  the  2l8t  Jaly  1898,  for 
'*  flabstantive  appointment  of  Deputy  Conservator,  let  Grade,  **  against 
Mr.  E.  6.  Chester's  name,  read  "  substantive  appointment  of  Deputy 
Conservator,    2nd     Grade. " 

26th  August,  1893.— No.  914-^.— Mr.  J.  A.  MoKee,  Officiate 
ing  Conservator  of  Forests,  Assam,  having  rejoined  his  appointment 
on  the  8th  instant,  foreno>)u,  on  return  from  the  privilege  leave 
granted  him  in  the  Notification  of  this  department.  No.  492- F.^ 
dated  the  12th  May  last,  Mr.  R  H,  M.  Ellis,  Officiating  Conser- 
yator,  reverted  on  the  same  date  to  his  appointment  of  Deputy 
Conservator,    1st   grade   (provisional),  Assam. 

2. — Madras   Gazette. 

21«e  July,  1893, — V.  Kalyauarama  Iyer,  Forest  Ranger,  Fifth 
Grade,    is   transferred    from   Aiiantapur   to    Surnool. 

26th  July,  1893.— A.  Eggia  Sastri,  Forest  Ranger,  Fourth 
Grade,  Godavari  Distrior,  is  granted  20  days'  privilege  leave  with 
effect  from   1st  September  1893. 

Uh  August,  1893— No.  399.— M.  R.  Ry.  V.  Alwar  Chetti 
Gam,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,  to  act 
as  District  Forest  Officer,  North  Aroot,  during  the  absence  of  Mr. 
J.    G.    F.    Mnrshall   on    privilege    leave,  or   until    further  orders. 

9th  Augtut,  1893. — Fifteen  days'  privilege  leave  granted  to 
Mr.   ScaflFurd    in   this   office   order   N'>.    32     of   1893-94    is    cancelled. 

Wth  August  1893.  — Ranger  G.  R  Middleton,  upon  expiration 
of  leave,    from  North    Arcot   to    fchin  gleput. 

Ranger  T.  Narayanaswami  Aiyar,  upon  being  relieved  by  Ranger 
Middleton,   from   Ohingleput   to  North   Arcot. 

l^th  August,  1893. — ^The  Board  of  Revenue  has  granted  nine- 
teen days*  privilege  leave,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service 
Regulations,  to  Mr.  P.  M.  Lushington,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Godavari   District   from  23rd   June    1893. 

3. — Bombat  Gazette. 

l«e  August,  1893.— No.  5548.— Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Fiahet,  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest  Ofllcer, 
Panoh  Mab&ls,  is  allowed  examination  leave  for  two  months  from 
6th  August  1893. 

Ut  August,  1893. — Mr.  A.  C.  Robinson,  Extra  Assistant  Con- 
Bervator,  proceeded  on  three  months'  privilege  leave  on  the  forenoon 
of  10th  July  1893,   handing  over  charge  of  the  Sub-Divisional  Gffice, 
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Koliba,  to  Mr.  k.  Stewart,  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Koliba,  who 
handed  over  oharge  of  the  same  offioe  to  Mr.  Ganpat  Jejwaat 
Rege,  acting  Extra  Asaistaiit  Conservator  of  Foresta,  on  the  forenoon 
of  the   22nd   idem. 

5th  August,  1893.— Mr.  T.  B.  Fry,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Second  Orade,  and  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Working  Plans,  N.  C«', 
and  Mr.  0.  P.  Millett,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth 
Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  West  Thkna,  delivered  over 
and  received  charge  of  the  Working  Plans  Office  on  the  4th 
August    1893,  in    the   afternoon. 

7th  August,  1893  No.  5697. —His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Council  is  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  E.  G.  Oliver  to  be  Fourth  Grade 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests  viee  Mr.  R.  P.  Ryan,  dismissed,  with 
effect    from  the  date  of  the   tacancy. 

9th  August,  1893.No.  5761.— The  following  draft  rule  under 
clause  (i)  of  Ssccion  25  of  the  Indian  Forest  Act  1878,  is  pub- 
lished for  general  information.  Persons  who  have  any  objection  to 
urge  to  the  draft  rule  are  required  to  forward  their  objections  in 
writing  to  the  Acting  Chief  Secretary  to  Government,  Revenue 
Department,  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  publication  of 
this    NobificHtion  : — 

"  Tae  poisoning,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  of  water  within  a 
Reserved  Forest  and  the  explosion  therein  of  dynamite  for  the 
purpose   of  kiliiiig   or   catching  fish  are  prohibited." 

22nd  August,  1893.  No.  6079.— Mr.  J.  Baptista,  L.  C.  E., 
Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Sukkur,  passed  an  ezaminatiou  in  Sindhi 
according    to  the    Higher  Standard   on   the    3rd    ultimo. 

23rc?  August,  1893.No.  6095.— Mr.  H.  W.  Keys,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  has  been  allowed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Saoretary  of  State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within 
the  period  of  his   leave. 

4. — Bengal  Gazbttb. 

'  2Sth  July  1893.  No.  2682.— Consequent  on  the  return  from  three 
months'  privilege  leave  of  Mr.  K  P.  Ddusey,  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Bengal,  the  following  reversions  are  hereby  ordered  in  the  Upper 
Conirolling  Scafi  of  the  Bengal  Forest  Department,  with  effect  from  the 
forenoon  of  tbe  Uth  July  1893  :— 

Mr.  £.  G.  Chester,  Officiating  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengal,  to 
revert  to  his  substantive  appointment  of  Deputy  Conservator  of  For- 
ests, 2nd  grade. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Richardson,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  For- 
ests, 2nd  grade,   to   revert   to  the  3rd  grade  of  Deputy    Conservators. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Rogers,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd 
grade  (seconded),  to  revert  to  the  4th  grade   of  Deputy  Conservators. 

Mr  H.  D.  D.  French,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests. 
3rd  grade,  to  revert  to  the  4th  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators  (pro- 
visional). 

2^th  July  1893.  No.  2683.— With  reference  to  this  Department's 
Notification,  No.  2682  For.,  dated  the  28th  instant,  the  following 
arrangement  of  Forest  Officers  is  hereby  ordered  : — 
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Mr.  E«  O.  Ohester,  Deputy .  OonaenriCtor  of  For^ts,  is  appointed 
to  the  charge  of  the  Daijeeling  and  Karseong.  Forest  DivisioDe,  viOi) 
Mr.  C.  A.  O.  Lillingston,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  appointed: 
Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengal. 

28^  July  1898.  No.  2705.— Mr.  C.  C.  Hatt,  Assistant  Conser-: 
▼ator  of  Forests,  second  grade,  is  promoted  to  the  first  grade  of  Assisant-' 
tant  Conservators  provisionally,  with  effect  from  the    9th  May  1893. 

Ist  August  1893.  No.  2724.— Mr.  J.  C.  Mendes,  Eztra-Assis- 
ant  Conservator  of  Forests,  attached  to  the  Sundarbans  Forest  Divis- 
ion, is  transferred  to  the  Binghbhiim  Forest  Division. 

I5th  August  1893.  No.  2891.— Mr.  £.  £.  Slane,  Extra-Assist- 
ant Conservator  of  Forests,  attached  to  the  Darjeeling  Forest  Division, 
is    temporarily  placed  in  charge  of  the  Karseong    Forest  Division. 

I5th  August  1893,  No.  2892.— Mr.  E.  £.  Slane,  Extra-Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  4ith  grade,  is  promoted  to  the  3rd  grade  of 
Extra-Assistant  Conservators,  with  effect  from  the  15th  June 
1893. 

5. — N.-W.  Provinobs  and  Oudh  Gazbttb. 

ll^A  August  1893.  No.  2829.— Mr.  W.  Shakespear,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Ganges  Forest  Divsion,  Central 
Circle,  privilege  leave  for  two  months,  with  effect  from  the  2nd 
September  1893. 

ll^A^ii^fMf  1893No,  2430.— Mr.  J.  M.  Blanchfield,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  on  return  from  leave>  to  hold  charge  of 
the  Ganges  Forest  Division  in  the  Central  Circle,  during  the  absence  on 
leave  of  Mr.    W.  Shakespear,  or  until  further  orders.  o 

15^  August  1898  No,  2360.— The  undermentioned  fficer  has 
been  granted  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  India  permission 
to  return   to  duty  : — 


Name. 

Service. 

Appointment. 

Date  on  which 

permitted  to 

retnm. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Down 

Covenanted. 

Deputy  Conserva- 
tor of  Forests. 

1    Within  period  of 
/           leave. 

6. — Punjab  Gazettb. 

5th  August,  1893. — No.  422.— Mr.  F.  0.  Lemarchand,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Punjab,  is  granted  three  months'  privilege 
leave,  under  Articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations, 
with  effect  from  the  27th  July  1893,  or  such  subsequent  date  as 
be   may   avail  himself  of  it. 

9^  August,  1893.— No.  426.— Bhai  Sadhu  Singh,  Extra  Assis* 
tant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Punjab,  is  granted  privilege  leave  of 
absence  for  two  months  under  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service 
Begulations,  with  effect  from  the  15th  July  1893,  or  such  subsequent 
di^te  as    he   may   avail   himself  of  it. 
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ISik  Aagutt,  1893.-— No.  441.— Mr.  Somen-Smithy  Aasistaat 
Oonservator  of  Forests,  pasted  the  examination  in  Hindostiui  by  the 
Lower  Standard  on  the  2rd  May  1292. 

I9th  Augmtf  1893.— No.  445. — Under  the  provisions  of  Section 
87  of  the  Hazara  Forest  Regulations,  1 898,  the  Hon'ble  the  Lieutenant- 
Oovernor  is  pleased  to  empower  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Hasira 
Division,  for  the  time  being,  to  compound  Forest  offences  under 
the  said   section. 

7. — Central  Provinobs  Qazbtte. 

2nd  August,  No  3558. — Mr.  F.  S.  Barker,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  has  been  granted,  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  six  months'  leave  on  medical  certificate  in  further  extension  of 
the  medical  leave  granted  to  him  by  Notification  No.  970,  hated  the 
20th  February  1893. 

5th  August,  No.  3643. — Privilege  leave  for  three  mouths,  under 
Article  281  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr.  A«  W. 
Blunt,  Officiating  Deputy  Consrvator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  Bilaspur 
with  effect  from  such  date  as  he  may  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  it. 

8^  August,  No.  3668. — Three  months'  privilege  leave, 
under  Article  291  of  tiie  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr. 
0.  F.  Taylor,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  date 
on  which  he  may  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  it. 

8th  August,  1893— No.  3699.— Mr,  R.  C.Thompson,  Extra-Assis- 
tant Couservator  of  Forests,  transferred  to  the  MaudlaForest  Division, 
under  Notification  No,  333'^,  dated  the  20th  July  1893,  is  tempiorarily 
posted    to  the  charge  of  the  Nimar  Forest  Division. 

lOth  Attgust  No.  3727 — Mr,  H.  Moore,  Deputy  Conservator, 
of  Forests,  Central  Provinces,  has  been  granted  by  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  ten  days'  furlough  in  extension  of  the 
furlough  for  one  year  granted  him  by  Notification  No,    2402. 

lOlh  August,  1893, — No  3845. — (1)  In  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  Section  45  of  the  Indian,  Forest  Act  (NIX  of  1878  as  amended 
by  Act  V  of  1890)  the  Officiating  Chief  Commissioner  is  pleased  to 
direct  that  the  following  nhall  be  the  areas  within  which  all  unmarked 
wood  and  timber  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  property  uf  Government 
unless   and  until  any  person  establishes  his  right  and  title  thereto  : — 

(a)  All  reserved  forests  and  uuolassed  State  forests  in  the  Ceutral 
Provinces. 

(b)  The  following  rivers  and  tributaries  of  rivers  within  the 
Central  Provinces,  namely,  the  Nerbudda,  Tapti,  Wardha,  Eaunan, 
Peuch,  Wainganga,  Pranhita,  Sheonath,  Mahanadi,  Gkxlavari  and  Indra- 
wati  and  their  tributaries ;  also  the  several  tributaries  of  the  rivera 
Jamna  and  Son  rising  through  the  districts  of  Saugor,  Damoh  and 
Jubbulpore,  together  with  an  area  within  a  direct  distance  of  one 
mile  from  tither  bank  of  the  mnin  stream  of  the  said  rivers  and 
tributaries  of  rivers,  taking  that  stream  at  its  cold-weather  Beaton 
level. 

(2)  The  Officiating  Chief  Commissioner  is  also  pleased  to  exempt 
from  the  provisions  ot  Section  45  of  the  said  Act  all  wood  and  timber 
found  adrift,  beached,  stranded  or  sunk,  excepting  sal,  Bhishum,  teak^ 
bija,  and  saj,  of  and  ezeeeding  two  feet  in  girth  and  six  feet  in  length* 
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No.  3846.— The  following  rules  made  by  the  Officiating  Chief 
Commissioner,  Ceatral  Prorinces,  under  Section  51  of  the  Indian 
Forest  Act,  1278,  are  published  for  general  information  : — 

(1)  any  person  may  salve  any  timber  found  adrift,  beached, 
stranded  or  sunk,  other  than  timber  exempted  from  the  provisions 
of  Section  45,  by  Centred  Provinces  Gazette  Notification  No.  3845 
dated  the  17th    instant. 

(2)  The  amount  to  be  paid  by  the  Government  in  the  case  of 
Government  timber  or  by  a  private  owner  in  the  case  of  private 
timber  to  the  salver  as  salvage  fees  shall  be  50  per  cent,  of  the  local 
value  of  the  timber  salved  as  ac^adged  by  the  Divisional  Forest 
Officer. 

22n<;  August,  1893.— No.  3943— Mr,  Mahomed  Kadir  Buksh, 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Burhanpur 
Sub-Division,  is  temporarily  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Nimar 
Forest  Division. 

Notification  No.  3669,  dated  the  8th  instant,  is  hereby  cancelled. 

No.  3944. — Privilege  leave  for  three  months,  under  Article  291 
of  the  Civil  Service  Begulations,  is  granted  to  Mr.  M.  Muttannah, 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  with  efifect  from  the  Ist 
proximo. 

No.  3945.  Mr.  W.  King,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  at  present 
in  charge  of  the  Narsinghpur  Forest  Division,  is  transferred  to  the 
Mandla  Forest  Divieion. 

No.  3946  —Mr.  AH  Muttaki  Eban,  Senior  Forest  Ranger,  in 
charge  of  the  Shahpura  Kange,  Mandla  Forest  Division,  is  posted 
temporarily  to  the  charge  of  the  Narsinghpur  Forest  Division,  to 
work  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Deputy  CommisBioner. 

23rd  August  1^93  No.  3981.— Mr,  L.  E.  Martin  is  appointed  an 
Extra- Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  with  effect  from 
the  24th  July  1892. 

Notification  No.  3937,  dated  the  I8th  October  1892,  is  hereby 
cancelled. 

No,  3982. — The  position  of  the  officers  of  the  Lower  Controlling 
Stafi  of  the  Forest  Service  in  the  Central  Provinces,  Berar  and  Coorg 
stood  as  follows  on  the  25th  August  1892: — 


Name. 

Appointment. 

Remarks. 

Mr.  Cbandar  Kumar  Chatterji 

Extra-Aasistant     Conser- 
vator, lat  grade. 

Khan  Sahib  Mahomed  Ghouse 

Do, 

Mr.  Mansnkh  Rai 

Do. 

,,    ShridharGaneshParanjpe 

Extra-Aieiatant     Conser- 
vator, 2nd  grade. 

„     Norman  Chester  MacLeod 

Do. 

„     J.  J.   Hobday 

Do. 
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Name. 

Appointment. 

Remarks. 

>i 

C.  H.  Haldane 

Estra-Awistant     Conser- 
vator, 3rd  grade. 

• 

»» 

Ahmed  ^U  ... 

Do. 

»> 

Ramchandra  Krishna  ... 

Do. 

>i 

Mahomed  KadirBaksh 

Da 

>• 

Rasal   Khan 

Extra-Assistant     Comer- 
Tator,  4th  grade. 

»» 

Bukhan 

Do. 

»» 

• 
R.   C.   Thompson 

Do. 

Sopemnmerary. 

f> 

Shrinivasnlu  Naida 

Do. 

If 

L.  K.  Martin 

Do. 

»> 

F,   Seager    ... 

Do. 

Notification  No.  3939,  dated  the  18th  October  1892,  is  hereby 
ancelled. 

8«— Burma  Oazbttb. 

22nd  July  1893.-— No.  265.— The  following  temporary  promotions 
are  made  in  the  Forest  Department,  with  efiPect  from  the  let  Jaly  1893, 
the  date  of  Mr.  Calthrop's  transfer  to  Berar : — 

Mr.  W.  W.  T.  MoHarg,  Assistant  Conservator,  Ist  grade,  to 
oflSclate  as   Deputy   Conservator,   4th   grade. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Long,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd  grade,  to  offiolate 
as   Assistant   Conservator,    1st  grade. 

No.  266. — With  reference  to  section  79  of  the  Upper  Burma 
Forest  Regulations,  1887,  as  amended  by  Regulation  VIII  of  ISfO, 
the  Chief  Commissioner  makes  the  following  rule  as  to  the  oircam- 
stances  under  which  persons  may  be  required  to  bind  themselves 
by  instruments  to  fulfil  certain  obligations.  This  rule  shall  be  read 
as   rule   72  of  the   rules   under   the    said  Regulation- 

72.  Any  person  applying  for  a  license  or  permit  to  fell  or 
remove  timber  or  to  collect  or  remove  forest  produce,  may  be 
required  (before  such  license  or  permit  is  issued  to  him)  to  enter 
into  a  bond  binding  himself  to  observe  the  conditions  of  such 
license  or  permit,  and  covenanting  that  he  and  his  servants  and 
agents  will  abstain  from  the  acts  prohibited  by  the  Upper  Bnrma 
Forest  Regulations,  1887,  the  rules  made  thereunder,  and  any  acts 
specificially  prohibited  by   the  license   or  permit  or    bond. 

2ith  Jvly,  1893.— No.  267.— Mr.  C.  W,  B.  Anderson,  Eitra 
Assistflnt  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  the  charge  of 
the  Paungbyin  ReTcuue  station.  Upper  Chindwin  Divisioui  to  the 
Yaw   Forest    Division. 
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19th  JmI^,  1893.— No.  T.^Mr.  O.  IL  Long,  AssistoDt  OonserTator 
of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Hauxwell,  Deputy  Conseryator 
of  Forests,  receiyed  charge  of^  the  Agency  DiTision  on  the  afternooa 
of  the  17th  July    1893. 

2lgt  July,  1898. — No.  14.^-With  refereaoe  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  200  (Forests),  dated  8th  June  1893,  the 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Minbu  dirision,  and  the  officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Yaw  division,  respectively  made  over 
and  received  charge  of  the  Zigat  Revenue  station  on  14th  July, 
before   noon. 

28th  July,  1898.— No.  271.— Under  the  provisions  of  Article 
291  of  the  Civil  Servica  Regulations,  privilege  leave  for  20  days 
is  granted  to  Mr.  W.  F.  L.  Tottenham,  officiating  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  31st  July  1893,  or  the  subsequent 
date  on    which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it.  * 

29^  July  1893.— No.  272.— In  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred 
by  section  19  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Regulation,  1887,  The 
Ohief  Commissioner  revises  the  arrans;ement  in  respect  of  taungya 
cultivation  made  by  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  300, 
dated  the  7th  December  1891,  by  cancelling  the  permissioa 
granted  thereby  to  certain  inhabitants  of  Ledagyi  village  to  practise 
taungya  cultivation  within   the  Pal  we  reserve. 

Ut  August,  1893.— No.  279.— Under  the  provisions  of  Articles  277 
and  891  or  the  CItiI  Service  Regulations,  privilege  leave  for  three 
months  and  fifteen  days  is  granted  to  Mr.  C.  L  Toussaint,  officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  1st  August 
1893,  or  the  subsequent  date  on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 
No.  280. — Mr.  H,  H.  Forteath.  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
is  transferred  from  Mandalay  to  the  charge  of  the  Yaw  Forest  division 
during  the  absenoa  on  privilege  leave  of  Mr.  C.  L.  Toussaint,  or  until 
further  orders. 

Ist  August,  18  3.  No.  272. — In  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred 
by  sections  33  and  34  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Regulation,  1687 
the  Chief  Commissioner  makes  the  following  alterations  in  the  forms 
of  licenses  prescribed  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  HO 
(Forests),  dated  tSe  I9th  April  1893  :-— 

(i)  For  conditions  (1)  and  (2)  to  Appendix  IX  substitute  the 
following  ; — 

*^  (I)  That  the  licensee  or  any  one  employed  by  him  shall  not  fell 
or  out  any  catechu  tree  of  less  than  3  feet  in  circumference  at  1  foot 
from  the  ground  level,  and  shall  not  remove,  chip,  boil,  or  otherwise 
utilize  the  wood  of  any  such  tree  that  may  have  been  felled  by  any 
other  person,  except  with  the  written  permission  of  a  Forest  Officer  of 
not  lower  rank  than  an  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests." 

'*  (2)  That,  if  stumps  of  catechu  trees  of  less  than  3  feet  incircum* 
ferenceare  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  catechu-boiling  camp  in  which 
the  holder  of  this  license  is  worlcing,  and  if  there  is  reasonable  proof 
from  the  dragging  tracks  on  the  ground  that  the  trees  cut  from  such 
atumps  have  been  hewn  into  logs  and  taken  to  the  said  camp,  this 
license  shall   be  liable  to  confiscation  by  order  of  the   Forest  Officer 
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In  charge  of  the  division,  or  of  any  Forest  Offioer  of  not  less  ranlc  than 
an  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  camp  is 
■itoated.  " 

(ii)  in  condition  (4)  of  Appendix  IX  omit  words  **  for  each  eauldran  ' 
wherever  they  occur. 

(iii)  In  condition  (2)  of  Appendix  IX  omit  the  words  ''  for  each 
tavldron.  '* 

(iv)  In  Appendix  XII  omit  the  words  '*or  collect  ruin**  in  the 
heading  and  in  the  first  line  of  the  form. 

(v)  In  clause  (i)  of  Appendix  XII  for  "  exclunon  "   read  *^ exclusive 


Substitute  the  following  for  the  heading  of  Form  :  — 

*'  License  to  collect  myrabolams,  indwe,  pwenpet,  honey  and  toax, 
taCf  thanatka  hark,  or  shaw  fibre, 

2nd  August  1893.  No.  285.^nnder  the  provisions  of  Articles  277 
and  282  (a)  (I)  of  the  Givi  Service  Regulations,  privilege  leave  for  three 
months  and  15  days  is  granted  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Aplin,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  5ch  August  1893,  or  the  subsequent 
date  on  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

No.  286. — Mr.  H.  N,  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
ia  transferred  from  the  Mingiu  subdivision.  Lower  Chiadwia  division, 
to  the  charge  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  Forest  division. 

No.  287. — Mr,  C.  W.  A.  Bruce,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Foreats, 
is  transferred  from  the  Upper  Chindwin  to  the  charge  of  the  Lower 
Chindwin  Forest  division. 

2nd  August  1893.  No.  16.— Under  section  43  (2)  of  the  Upper 
Burma  Forest  Regulation,  1887,  Myingyan,  on  the  Irrawaddy  river, 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  station  for  the  reception  of  drift  timber 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Offioer  in  charge  of  the  T^w  Forest 
division. 

7th  August  1893.  No.  16.— -With  reference  to  Ueveuue  Department 
Notification  Nos.  279  and  280,  (Forests),  dated  the  1st  August  1893, 
Mr.  C.  L,  Toussaint,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  availed  himself 
of  the  three  months  and  15  days'  privilege  leave  granted  to  him  and 
made  over  charge  of  the  Yaw  Forest  division  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  the  foreuoon  of  the  Ist  instant 

Sth  August  1893.  No.  17.— Mr.  T.  H.  Aplin,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Lower  Chindwin  division,  availed  himself,  on  the  forenoon 
of  the  5th  August  1893,  of  the  three  months  and  15  days'  privilege 
leave  granted  him  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  285  (For- 
ests), dated  the  2nd  August  1893. 

No.  18. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department  Notification  No. 
287  (Forests),  dated  the  2nd  August  1893,  Mr.  T.  H.  Aplin,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  mnde  over,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Bruce,  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge  of,  the  Lower  Chindwin  division 
on  the  forenoon  of  the  5  instant. 

No.  19. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department  Notification  No. 
886  (Forests),  dated  the  2nd  August  1893,  Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Bruce, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  H.  N. 
Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assumed  charge  o^  the 
Paungbyin  subdivision,  Upper  Chindwin  Forest  division,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  27th  July  1893,  and  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  Forest 
division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  Joly  1893. 
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IbthAiigtut  1893.  No.  10.— With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  291F.,  dated  the  28th  Jaly  1893,  Mr.  W.  Fv  L. 
Tot  tenham,  oflBoiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  ForeBts,  availed  himself 
of  the  privilege  leave  granted  him  therein  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
3l8t  July  1893. 

16th  August  1893.  No.  11. —Mr.  W.  F.  L.  Tottenham,  officiating. 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  reported  his  return  to  duty  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  15th  August  1893,  from  the  privilege  leave  granted 
him  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  291,  dated  the  28th 
July    1893. 

10<Aul«^iM«  1893.  No.  20.— With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notifications  Nos  286  and  287  (Forests),  dated  the  2nd  August 
1893,  Mr.  H.  N.  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  made 
over,  and  Mr.  C.  W,  A.  Bruce,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  assum- 
ed charge  of,  the  Mingin  subdivision,  Lower  Chindwin  division,  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  27th  July  1893,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties. 

I2th  August  1893.  No.  21,— With  reference  to  Revenue  Depart- 
ment Notification  No.  267  (Forests),  dated  the  24th  July  1893,  Mr. 
C.  W.  B.  Anderson,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  attched 
to  the  Taw  Forest  division  for  general  duty,  reported  his  arrival  at 
Pakdkku  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22nd  July  1893. 

9. — Assam  Gazktts. 

llth  August  1893.  No.  8039O. — In  consequence  of  the  return 
from  privilege  leave  of  Mr.  J.  A.  McKee,  officiating  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Assam,  the  following  reversions  are  notified  with  effect  from 
the  8th  August  1893,— 

Mr.  R.  H,  M.  Ellis,  Officiating  Conservator  of  Forests,  Third 
Grade,  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  First  Grade  (provisional). 

Mr.  J.  L.  Pigot,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  First 
Grade  (provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second 
Grade  (provisional),  and  to  be  seconded. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Copeland,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
First  Grade  (provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second 
Grade  (provisional). 

Mr.  H.  G.  Young,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Second  Grade  (provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Third  Grade  (provisional). 

Mr.  T.  J.  Campbell,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Third  Grade  (provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Fourth   Grade. 

Uth  August  1893.  No.  8068G.— Babu  Jogesvar  Sur,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Third  Grade,  is  reduced  to  the  Fourth 
Grade  of  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  with  effect  from  the  17th  July 
1893,  and  is  attached  as  subdivisional  officer  in  charge  of  the  Nowgong 
Forest  Division  under  the  orders  of  the  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Darrang. 

18^  August  1893.  No.  8226G.— Privilege  leave  of  absence  for 
five  weeks,  under  articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations, 
is  granted  to  Mr.  R.  H.  M.  Ellis,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  with 
effect  from  the  8th  August  1898. 
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10. — Htdbrabad  Rebidknot  Oazbttb. 

2nd  August  1898.  No.  230  Mr.  L.  E.  Martin  is  appointed  as  Extn^ 
Assistant  ConserTator  of  ForestSy  4th  grade,  with  effect  from  the  24tli 
July  1893. 

So  much  of  Besidtnicy  Orders  Notification  No.  256,  dated  the 
24th  August  1893,  as  relates  to  the  pay  of  Mr.  Martin,  as  well  as 
Buideney  Orders  Notifications  No.  291,  dated  the  22iid  September 
1893,  and  No.  120,  dated  the  1st  May  1893,  are  hereby  cancelled. 

2nd  August  1893«  The  position  of  the  officers  of  the  lower  controll- 
ing staff  of  the  forest  serrice  in  the  Central  Provinces,  Berar  and  Coorg, 
stood  as  follows  on  the  25th  August  1892  : — 

For  details  see  Central  Provinces  Gaaette  Notification  No.  398^ 
of  28rd  August  1893. 
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•  1. — Oasbttb  ot  Indu. 

20th  September,  1893.-- No.  994-F.— Furlough  for  two  years 
under  Article  371  (h)  of  the  Civil  Service  RegulatioDs,  is  granted 
to  Mr.  J.  Ballantine,  Deputy  Cooservator  of  Forests,  3rd  grade,  Berar, 
«n  deputation  to  His  Highness  the  Nizam's  Dominions,  with  effect, 
from  16th  June  1893.  Mr.  Ballantine  availed  himself  of  subsidiary 
leave  from   10th  to  15th  idem,  both    dates  inclusive. 

2. — Bombay  Gazbtts. 

2Ath  August,  1893.— Mr.  G.  R.  Dabholkar  deliyered  over  and  Mr. 
J.  P.  Orr,  I.  C.  S.,  received  charge  of  the  offices  of  Forest  Settlement 
and  Demarcation  Officer,  East  and  West  Thana,  on  the  21st  instant 
in  the  forenoon. 

81«<  August,  1893.— No.  6322.— Mr.  L.  S.  Osmaston,  AssisUnt 
Conservator  of  Forests,  First  Grade,  has  been  allowt  d  by  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  an  extension  of  extraordinary  leave  on 
medical   certificate    without  pay    for  three    months. 

2ndSepUmber  1893.— No.  6376.— Mr,  V.  D.  P.  Rebeiro,  L.  C.  E., 
Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Sub-Divi- 
sional Forest  Officer,  Bassein,  is  allowed  privilege  leave  of  absence 
for  two   months. 

4«A  September,  1893  —No.  6392.— His  Excellency  the  Governor 
In  Council  is  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Hasan  AH  Muhammad  Ali  to  act 
aa  Extra- Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  during  the 
absence  of  Mr.  V.  D.  P-  Rebeiro,  L.  C.  E.,  on  privilege  leave,  or  pend- 
ing  further  orders. 

Sth  September,  1893. — Mr.  A.  N.  Master,  L.  C.  E.,  Extra  Assist- 
ant Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Shahapur  Sub-Division 
Officer,  delivered  over,  and  Mr.  K.  B.  Phadke,  Extra  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Ealyan  Sub-Division  Officer, 
received  charge  of  the  Sh4h&pur  Sub-Division  Office  on  the  2nd  of 
September  1893,    in  the  afternoon. 

llth  September,  1893.— Mr  W.  F.  D.  Fisher,  Assistant  Conserva. 
tor  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Panch 
Mah41s,  and  Mr.  A.  N.  Master,  L.  C.  E.,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  delivered  over  and  received  charge  of  the 
Divisional  Forest  Office,  Panch  Mahl^Is,  on  the  4th  instant,  in  the 
afternoon. 

13th  SepUmber,  1893.— No.  6660.— Mr.  W.  R.  Woodrow,  Deputy 
-Conservator  of  Forests,  Third  Grade,  and  Divisional  Forest  Officeri 
Dhirwdr,  is  allowed  privilege  leave  of  absence  for  two  months  and 
seventeen  days  from  20th  September  1893,  or  such  subsequent  date 
«8  he  may  avail  himself  thereof. 
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I9th  September,  1863.— No.  9750.— Mr.  E.  G.  Oliver,  Divisional 
Forest  Officer,  West  Kh^tideah,  was  in  charge  of  tlie  East  Khindesh 
Division,  ia  addition  to  his  own  duties,  from  22nd  Maj  to  19th  June 
1893,  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Madan  on  leave  on  medical 
certificate. 

3. — Madras   Qazbttb* 

I6th  Augusty  1893.— N.  S.  Veera  Gharlu,  Forest  Ranger,  Kui^ 
nool  Districr,  is  granted  two  months'  privilege  leave  on  medical  certifi* 
cate  from  the  date  of  relief  . 

ISth  August^  1893.— The  following  Forest  subordinates  of  the  Nor- 
thern  Cirole  have  passed  the  Departmental  Examination  in  Law,  Code 
and  Accounts  held  on  17th  July,    1893  :  » 

S.  Eggin  Narayana  Sastri,  Forebter,  First  Grade,  Anantapur,  in 
Forest    Law. 

Sjed  Tasim  Sahib,  Forester,  Fourth  Grade,    Kurnool. 

L    Venkanna,  Forester,  Second  Grade,  Ganjam  District. 

P.  Suhba  Rao,  Forester,  Fourth  Grade,  Eistna   District. 

Mir   Nizam     Moideen   Sahib,     Forester,   Fourth    Grade,    Eistna 

District. 

A.     V.    Subbarayudu,    Acting    Forester,    Fourth  Grade,    Eistna 

District, 

Eggia  Sastri,  Forest  Ranger,  Fourth  Grade,  Godavari  District, 
having  passed  the  Handwriting  Test,  the  condition  in  the  Establish- 
ment  list  against  his  name  may  be  removed. 

2bth  Augtiit,  1893, — No. 438. — In  continuation  of  the  leave  noti» 
fied  at  page  382  of  Part  I  of  the  Fort  St.  George  Gazette,  dated  29th 
March  lb92,  (Notification  No.  125),  Mr.  0.  G.  Douglas,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  has  been  granted  by  the  Right  Honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  an  extension  of  six  months'  leave  on  medi- 
cal certificate,  the  period  subsequent  to  12th  February  1894  being 
considered  to  be  extra  leave  without  pay. 

31«^,  Augwt,  1893.— No.  453.— Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Porter,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Madras,  has  been  permitted  by  the  Right 
Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within 
the  period  of  his  leave. 

6<A  September,  1893.— To  T.  Narayanaawmy  Aiyar,  Forest  Ranger, 
Chinglepuc  District,  now  on  transfer  to  North  Arcot  District,  for  three 
months,  from  the  2nd  instant,  under  article  369  of  the  Civil  Service 
Regulations. 

8^  September,  1893— Ranger  Mr.  Thompson,  Salem  District,  will 
continue  to  act  in  the  4th  Grade  from  the  11th  July  1898  until 
farttber  orders,  vice  M.  Rama  Rao, 

7«A  5«ptem6«r,  1893.— A.  EggiaSastrl,  Forest  Ranger,  GK)davari 
District,  IB  granted  an  extension  of  ten  days,  in  continuation  of  twenty 
days'   leave  granted  in  Office  Order  No.  43,  of  1893-94. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EZTRAOTS   FROM  OFFICIAL  0AZBTTE8, 

Sth  September,  1893.— No.    458,— 


Ixviii 


No. 


Name  and  designa- 
tion of  Officer. 


Present 
grade. 


Grade  to 

which 
promoted, 


Nature  of 
promotion. 


Remarks  showing 

cause  of 

▼acanoy,  Ac 


Mr.  H.  A.  Qass, 

Deputy  Conservator 

of  Forest. 


Second 

Grade  and 

acting 

First 

Grade. 


Conserva- 
tor of 
Forests, 
Third 
Grade. 


Acting 


During  the  absence 

of  Mr.  Cherry  on 

privilege  leave  or 

until  further 

orders. 


No.   459,— 


No 

Name  of  Officer. 

District. 

Nature  of 
charge 

Remarks. 

1 

Mr.  H.  A,  Gass    ... 

Southern 

Conservator 

Acting,  vice  Mr. 

Circle. 

of  Forests. 

Cherry. 

2 

Mr.  H.  A.  Gass    ... 

North  Coim- 

District  Forest 

To  join  on  the  ezpira- 

batore  Divi- 

Officer. 

tion  of  his  acting 

sion. 

appointment  as  Con- 

« 

servator. 

3 

Mr.  W.  C.  Hayne  ... 

Chingleput 

Do. 

To  join  on  relief  by 
Mr.  Porter. 

4 

Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Porter 

Trichinipoly 

Do. 

To  join  on  return 
from  leave. 

cum  Tanjore. 

^th  SepUmher,  1893.— No.  468.— Mr.  W.  Carroll,  District  Forest 
Officer,  Chingleput,  is  granted  furlough  for  one  year,  with  effect  from 
the  15th  October,  1893,  under  article  371  of  the  Civil  Service  Kegula* 

tiODB. 

No.  469.  Mr.  J.  W.  Cherry,  Conservator  of  Forests,  Southern 
Circle,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  two  months,  with  effect  from  or 
after  the  24th  September  1893,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service 
Regulations. 

16<A  September,  1893, — Ranger  James  Tapp,  North  Aroot  District^ 
is  granted  three  months'  privilege  leave,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil 
Service  Regulations,  from  the  date  of  relief. 

4. — Bengal  Gazbttb 

22nd  September,  1893  No.  4027.— Babu  Kedar  Nath  MoBumdar, 
Officiating  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  4th  grade,  is 
confirmed  in  that  grade,    with  eff'eot  from  the  15th  November,  1892. 

5. — N.-W.  Provinces  and  Oudh  Gazette. 

30<A  Avgwt,  1893.— No.  2533.— Mr.  L.  Mercer,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Qorakhpur  Forest  Division  of 
the  Oudh  Circle,  special  leave  on  urgent  private  affairs  for  four 
months,   with  effect  from  the  Isr  S*»ptember   1893. 

12<^  September,  1893.— N;».  2651.— Mr.  E.  A.  Down,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forp<*t8,  on  return  from  furlough,  to  the  charge  of 
the  Bundelkhand   Forest  Division  of  the  Central    Circle. 
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I2th  September,  1898 —No.  2652.— Mr»  A  G.  Hobart-Hampdeo, 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  from  ^e  Naini  Tal  to  the  Eumaan 
Forest  Division   of  the  Central  Circle. 

I2th  September.-'No.  2653.... Mr.  F.  A.  Leete,  Assistant  Cooaer- 
Tator  of  Forests,  in  oharge  of  the  Kumaun  Forest  Division,  on  being 
relieved  by  Mr.  A.  Q.  Hobart-Eiampden,  to  the  charge  of  the  Nainl 
Tal   Forest  Division    of  the   Central  Circle. 

I2th  September,  1893.— No  2654.— Babu  Raghu  Nath  Pathak, 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  chnrge  of  the  Bnndelkhaad 
Forest  Division,  on  being  relieved  by  Mr.  £.  A.  Down,  to  be  attached 
to    the  Direction    Division  of  the  Central    Circle. 

I2th  September,  1893.— No,  2670.— The  undermentioned  officers 
have  been  granted  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
permission   to  return    to  duty  : — 


Name. 

Service. 

Appointment. 

Date  on  which  permitted 
to   retnm. 

Mr.  A.  E.  WUd    ... 

Forest     ... 

Conservator   of 
Forests. 

1  Within  period  of  leave. 

Uth  Septmher,  1893.— No.  2674.— Ula  Har  Swamp,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  from  the  Qorakhpiir  Forest  Division 
to   the  Bahraich  Forest  Division   of  the   Oudh  Circle. 

20<A  September,  1893.— No.  2789,— The  following  temporary  pro- 
motions and  reversions  in  the  Forest  Department  are  notified  for 
general    information : — 


i 

With  eflfect 

Conseqaent 

Name. 

From— 

To- 

1 

from— 

on  — 

1 

2nd  Septem- 

Mr.   W. 

Mr.  F.  B. 

Depaty  Conser- 

Officiating Depu- 

ber 1893. 

Shakspear, 

Bryant 

vator  of  Forests, 

ty  Conservator 
of  Forests,  2nd 

on  Drivilege 

drd  grade. 

leave. 

grade. 

„  B.  A. 

Deputy  Conser- 

Officiating Depu- 

Rebsch, 

vator  of  Forests, 

ty  Conservator 

on  privi- 

4th grade. 

of  Forests,  3rd 

lege  leave. 
„  M.  HiU 

Officiating  De- 
puty Conserva- 
tor of  Forests, 

grade. 
Ditto. 

„  J.  C. 

4th  grade. 
Officiating  As- 

Officiating Depu- 

Tallooh 

sistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests, 

ty  Conservator 
of  Forests,  4tii 

9 

6th  Septem- 
ber 1893. 

Mr.   L. 

Mr  A.  P. 

Ist  grad. 
Assistant  Con- 

grade. 
Ditto 

Meroer,  on 

Grenfell 

servator  of 

special 
leave. 

Forests,  Ist 
grade. 
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6. — Punjab  Gazbttb. 

28<A  August  1893.— No.  458.->Mr.  L.  Gisborne  Smith,  Depatjr 
Contervator  of  Forests,  is  granted  three  months'  privilege  leave,  under 
Articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  with  e£Feot  from 
the  25th  September,  or  suob  subsequent  date  as  he  may  avail  himself 
of  it 

29th  AuguUy  1893.— No.  465.— Bh£i  Sidhu  Singh,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  of  the  HazAra  Forest  Division,  availed  himself  on 
the  18th  July  1893,  of  the  two  months'  privilege  leave  sanctioned  with 
effect  from  15th  July  in  Punjab  Government  Notification  No.  426,  of 
the  9th  August  1893. 

7. — Central  Proyinocb. 

1th  September,  1893.— -No.  4156.— Mn  £.  Dobbs,  L.  L  D,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Central  Provinces,  has  been  permitted  by  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within  the 
period  of  the  leave  granted  him  by  Notification  No.  3304,  dated  the 
18th   July   1893. 

No.  4194,— Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Nimar,  availed  himself,  on  the  afiemoon  of  the  9th  ultimo,  of  the 
three  months'  privilege  leave  granted  him  by  Notification  No.  3668^ 
dated  the  8th  idem,  making  over  charge  of  his  duties  to  the  Deputy 
Commissioner,    Nimar. 

No.  4195, — Mr.  R.  C.  Thompson,  Extra- Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Nimar  Forest  Division  by  Notifi- 
cation No.  3669,  dated  the  8th  ultimo  (since  cancelled),  assumed 
charge  of  the  duties  from  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  Nimar,  on  the 
afternoon   of  the  14th   idem. 

No.  4196. — Priyilege  leave  for  three  months,  under  Article  291 
of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr.  A.  M.  Caccia, 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  date  on  which 
he   may  be  permitted  to   avail  himself  of  it. 

No.  4197. — Mr.  R.  C.  Thompson,  Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  transferred  to  the  Mandla  Forest  Division  under  Notification 
No.  3332,  dated  the  20th  July,  1893,  is  posted  to  the  charge  of  the 
Betal    Forest  Division. 

12tA  Septemhety  1893.-- No.  4290.— Privilege  leave  for  two  months, 
under  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hobday,  Extra- Assist  ant  Conservator  of  Forests,  with  effect  from 
the  11th  September  1893,  or  the  subsequent  date  on  which  he  may 
avail  himself  of  it. 

20tA  Septembery  1893.—- No.  4421.— Mr.  H.  Moore,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  returned  from  the  furlough  granted  to  him  by 
Notification  No.  2401,  dated  the  14th  July  1892,  and  with  reference 
to  Notification  No.  3644,  dated  the  5th  August  1893,  assumed  charge 
of  the  Bilaspur   Forest  Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  ultimo. 

8. — Burma  Gassbttb. 

UthAvgtut,  1893.— No.  331.— Under  the  provisions  of  Article 
291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations  privilege  leave  for  three  months 
is  granted  to  Mr.  T.  A.  Hauxwell,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests^ 
with  effect  from  the  14tb  September,  1893,  or  the  sabsequent  date  on 
which  he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 
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19«^  August,  1893.— -No.  825,— In  exercise  of  the  powers  oonferred 
by  section  67  of  the  Upper  Burma  Forest  Regulatioo,  1887^  the  Ohief 
Commissioner  directs  that  in  the  area  occupied  by  forest  plantations 
and  orchards  at  Bernardmyo  and'Mogdk,  in  lieu  of  the  fines  fixed  by 
section  12  of  the  Cattle-trespass  Act,  1871,  the  following  fines  shall  be 
levied  for  each  head  of  cattle  impounded  under  section  66  of  the 
Upper  Burma  Forest  Regulation  ; — 

Rs.  A.  p. 

For  each  elephant  10  0  0 

For  each  buffalo  2    0  0 

For  each  horse,  mare,  gelding,  pony,  colt,  filly,  mule, 

bull,  bullock,,  cow  or  heifer       ...  ...  ...         100 

For  each  calf,  ass^  pig,  ram,  ewe,  sheep,   lamb, 

goatorkid  ...  ...  0  8  0 

2Zrd  August,  1893.— No.  7.— Mr.  C.  W.  Allan,  Extra  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  reported  his  return  from  the  privilege  leave 
granted  him  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No.  160  (Forests), 
dated  tha  27th  April  1893,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  August  189S 
and  assumed  charge  of  the  Myadaung  subdivision  on  the  same 
date. 

29<A  August,  1893. — No.  335. — In  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred 
by  section  40  of  the  Upper  Burma  Regulation,  1887,  the  Chief 
Commissioner  directs  that  the  followiug  rule  shall  be  substituted  for 
Rule  36  of  the  Rules  under  the  Regulation  published  in  Revenue  De- 
partment Notification  No.  140,  dated  the  19th   April  1893. 

"  86.  No  person  shall  move  timber  in  transit  without  a  pass  from 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  of  the  district  or  Forest  Officer  of  the  forest 
division  in  which  the  timber  is,  or  from  an  officer  empowered  by  such 
Deputy  Commissioner  or  Forest  Officer  in  that  behalf,  or  otherwise 
than  in  occordance  with  the  conditions  of  such  pass. 

Provided  that  this  rule  shall  not  apply  to — 

(a)  bamboos  or  firewood  in  billets. 

(h)  timber  collected  under  a  license  granted  in  accordance  with 
Rule  68." 

No.  836. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department  NotiBcatioa 
No.  835,  dated  29th  August  1893,  the  Chief  Commissioner  directs 
that  the  follonriug  form  of  pass  for  timber  shall  be  substituted  for 
the  pass  prescribed  in  Rule  37  of  the  Rules  under  the  Upper  Burma 
Forest  Regulation  published  in  Revenue  Department  Notification 
No.  140,  dated  the  19th  Apri),  1893,  and  numbered  as  Appendix 
XY  to  those  rules. 

Timber  Removal  Pass. 

Pass  to  remove  timber  has  been  granted  to — 

(1)  Owner's  name 

(2)  Destination. 

(3)  Kind  of  timber. 

(4)  Hammer-mark. 

(5)  Amount  of  timber. 

(6)  Place  at  which  pass  must  be  presented. 

(7)  Amount  paid  for  this  pass, 
(ft)  Date  of  expiry. 

Any  one  removing  timber  without  a  pass  in  this  form  is  liable  to 
«  fine  of  Rs.  500  and  six  months'  imprisonment. 
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ZOth  Augtut,  1893.— No.  S87.— Mr.  0.  W.  Allan,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conaerrator  of  Forests,  is  transferred  from  the  Tigyaing 
ettbdivisiouy  Katha  Forest  division,  to  the  Taw  Forest  divl* 
sion. 

No.  338. — Mr.  R.  F.  Lowis,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Rabj  Mines  subdivision,  is  posted  to  the  charge  of  the 
Tig^aing  subdivision  in  addition  to  his  other  duties. 

^Ith  August,  1893.— No.  343.— Mr.  A.  F.  Oradon,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  4th  grade,  is  appointed  to  officiate  as  Deputy 
Conservator,  3rd  grade,  with  e£Fect  from  the  1st  January 
1893. 

Uth  Septemhw,  1893.— No.  346.— Mr.  J.  Messer,  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  is  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Salween-Attaran 
division  of  the  Tenasserim  Forest  Circle,  and  will,  until  further  orders, 
he  in  charge  of  the  Agency  division,  Moulmein,  in  addition  to  his  other 
duties. 

l^ih    September,  1893.— No.    349 Mr.   W.    J.    Lane-Ryan    is 

promoted  from  the  4th  to  the  3rd  grade  of  Extra  Assistant  Conserv- 
atoTB  of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  5th  May  1893.  This  promotion 
is  subject  to  the  condition  that  Mr.  Lane- Ryan  will  revert  to  the  4th 
grade  if  he  fails  to  pass  in  Burmese  by  the  Higher  standard  at  the 
departmental  examination  to  be  held  in  November  1893. 

lith  S^tember,  1893. — No.  352. — The  undermentioned  officer 
has  been  granted  extension  of  leave  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  ; — 

Mr.  J.  Nisbet,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  six  months' 
^urloueh  on  medical  certificate. 

20th  September,  1893. — No.  363. — Under  the  provisions  of  Articles 
277  and  282  (a)  (1)  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations  Mr.  C.  W.  B 
Anderson,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  granted  privilege 
leave  for  three  months  and  fifteen  days,  effect  from  the  4th  September 
1893. 

2l8t  September,  1893. — No.  864.— The  following  promotions  are 
ordered  in  the  Forest  Department  : — 

Maung  Kale,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator,  8rd  grade,  to  be  Extia 
Assistant  Conservator,  2nd  grade. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Allan,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator,  3rd  grade,  to  be 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd  grade. 

^. — Ab8AH  Gazrttb. 

2ith  Augtut,  1893.— No.  848 70.— Privilege  leave  of  absence  for 
two  months,  under  article  261  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is 
granted  to  Babu  Jogesvar  Sur,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
with  effect  from  the  17th  August  1893. 

26ih  August,  1893.— No.  8488G.— Mr.  A.  M.  Long,  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forest,  Sibsagar  Forest  Division,  is  placed  in  charge  of 
the  Garo    Hills    Forest  Division    with  effect    from    the    17th  August 

1893 

26th  Auguit,  1893.— No.  8489G — Mr.  W.  F.  Lloyd,  Deputy 
•Conservator  of  Forests,  Lakhimpur  Forest  Division,  is  placed  in 
charges  of  the  Sibsagar  Forest  Division  in  addition  to  his  own  duties, 
ontil  further   orders. 
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Bih  September^  1893.— No.  89390.— With  effect  from  the  8th 
August  1893,  in  consequenoe  of  the  depai^nre  on  privilege  leave  of  Mr. 
B.  H.  M.  Ellis,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  First  Grade 
(provisional), — 

Mr.  J.  L,  Pigot,  Deputy  Gonserrator  of  Forests ,  Second  Gnde 
(proYisional),  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  First  Grade 
(provisiouiil),  and  to  be  seconded. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Copeland,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Second 
Grade  (provisional),  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator  of  Foreata, 
First  Grade  (provisional,  vice  Mr.  J.  L.     Pigot,  seconded, 

Mr.  H.  G.  Young,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Third  Grade 
provisional),  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Seoond 
Grade  (provisional), 

Mr.  T  J.  Campbell,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth 
Grade,  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Third  Grade 
(provisional). 

15^A  SapUmber^  1893. — No.  9114G. — In  consequence  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  J.  C.  Kelly,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Firrt 
Grade,  the  following  promotions  are  made  with  effect  from  the 
1st  June,  1893  . 

Babu  Upend ra  Nath  Kanjilal,  Forest  Ranger,  Fourth  Grade, 
to  be  an  Extra  ft^sistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade^  and  ta 
be  seconded. 

Babu  Eripanth  De,  Forest  Ranger,  Fourth  Grade  (provisional), 
to  be  an  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Orade 
(provisional). 

11. — Mtsorb  Oazbttb. 

16<A  Slumber,  1893.— No.  4961. —Under  Article  172  of  the 
Mysore  Service  Regulations,  Mr.  S.  A.  Bapu  Rao,  Assistant  Conservator 
of  Forests,  doing  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Inspector  General  of  Forests, 
Is  granted  casual  leave  of  absence  for  15  days  with  effect  from  such 
date  as  he  may  avail  himself  of  the  same. 
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1. — Gazktts  of  Ikdijl, 

I2ih  October,  1893.— No.  1059-F.— Farloa^^h  for  eight  months; 
under  Article  340  (h)  of  the  Civil  Service  BegulationSy  is  granted  ta 
Mr.  £.  P.  Dansej,  Conservator  of  Forests,  Bengal,  with  efieot  from 
Ist  March  1894,  or  the  subsequent  date  on  which  he  may  avail  him- 
self of  it. 

19«^  October,  1893.— No.  lUI-F.— Privilege  leave  for  two 
months,  under  Articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations^ 
is  granted  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Qamble,  Conservator  of  Forests,  School  Circle, 
North-Wastern  Proyinces  and  Oadh^  and  Director  of  the  Imperial 
Forest  School,  Dehra  Dun,  with  e£fect  from  Ist  November,  1893* 

2. — Madras  Oazbttb. 

15^  September,  1898.— No.  493.— P.  Sadasiva  Row,  late  planta- 
tion supervisor.  Forest  Department,  South  Arcot  District,  having  been 
convicted  of  criminal  breach  of  trust  by  a  public  servant  and  dismis- 
sed from  his  apointment,  is  hereby  declared  ineligible  for  further 
employment  in  the  public  service. 

19^  Septemher,  1893.— No.  476«— Mr.  P.  M  Lushington,  Dis- 
trict Forest  Officer,  Qodavari,  is  granted  furlough  on  medical  certi- 
ficate for  one  year,  with  effect  firom  the  13th  instant,  under  article  340 
(a)  of  the  Civil  Service   Regulations. 

2^rd  September  1893.— No.  482.— 


Name  of  Offioer. 

District. 

Nature  of  oharge. 

Remarks. 

Mr.  A  B.  JaoksoD,  Aa- 
■iatant  Conseryator  of 
FoTOSta,  flint  grade. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Hearsey,  Extra 
Aasiatant  Conaervator 
of  Foreata,  Third  grade. 

Qodavari 
Aoantapar 

Oiatriot  Foreat 
Offioer. 

Do. 

To  join  speedily. 

ToactuntUfanher 
orders. 

2^th  September,  1893.— No.  491. 


Name  and  designa- 
tion of  Offioer. 


Preaent 

grade. 


Grade  to 

which 
promoted. 


Natare  of 
promotion. 


Remarks   showing 

cause  of 

vaoaooy,   &o. 


Mr.  H.    B.    Bryant, 
Acting  Diatriot 
Forest  Offioer, 
Sonth  Coimbatore. 


AMistont 
Cooaervator 
of  Forests, 

Second 

grade. 


Aasiatant 
Conaervator 
of  Foreata, 
FiratOrade. 


Fermaoent 


With  efleot  from 
the  18th  July,  1893. 


Z^ih  September,  1893.— Mr.  A.  Srinivaaa  Chamberlain,  Forester 
on  Rs  40,  South  Coimbatore^  to  be  Ranger  on  Rs.  50. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Van  Haeften,  Ranger  on  Rs.  100,  from  Madura  to  the 
Nilfiriri  District.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ryan,  Ranger  on  Rs.  50,  from  Nilgiris 
to  North  Malabar. 
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2bik  September,  1893.— M.  Balaji  Singh,  Forwt  Ban^r  Anantiipur. 
I>i8triet,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for  two  months,  with  effect  from 
the  8th    September  1893. 

Ist  October^  1893.--To  M.  Shamsuddin  Sahib,  Banger,  4th  Oradev 
Salem  District,  foi  six  months,  from  the  7th  September  189$,  under 
article  869,  of  the  Civil    Service   Regulations. 

Mr.  J.  Tapp,  Ranger,  5th  Grade,  North  Aroot  District,  to  act  at 
Banger,  4th  Grade,  from  the  7th  September^  nice  Ranger  M.  Shamsud- 
din Sahib  on  sick  leave. 

8^  October,  1893.— N.  S.  Veeraoharlu,  Forest  Banger,  Kumool, 
is  transferred  to  Bellary  District  as  a  temporary  measure — To  join  nt 
the  expiration   of  his  leave. 

\2th  October,  le<93.— -No.  517.— Mr.  T.  P.  Peake,  Deputy  Gon^ 
aervator  of  Forests,  Madras,  has  been  permitted  by  the  Bigbt 
Honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within 
the  period    of  his  leave. 

\lth  October,  1893. — Ordered  that  the  following  promotions  be 
made  with  effect  from  the  7th  September  :^ — 

1.  Banger  N.  Balaji  Singh  to  act  as  Banger  4th  Grade,  untU 
1st  December,  1893. 

2.  Forester  T.  Arumuga  Mudaliar  to  aot  as  Banger,  5th  Grade, 
vice  Mr.  Thompson   promoted,  or  until   further  orders. 

3.  Forester  S.  Bamaswami  Aiyah  to  aot  as  Banger,  5th  Grade, 
until   6th  March,  1894. 

4.  Forester  H.  P.  Bamachendra  Mudaliar  to  act  as  Banger^  6th 
Grade,  until  Ist  December,  1893. 

3. — Bengal  Ga^ittb. 

28tA  September,  1893.— Messrs  W.  B.  Woodrow  and  T.  R.  D. 
Bell,  Deputy  Conservators  of  Forests,  respectively  delivered  oTer  and 
received  charge  of  the  office  of>  the  Divisonal  Forest  Officer,  Dhirw4r 
on  the   forenoon  of  21st  September,   1893. 

23rd  S^tember,  1893.— Mr.  V.  D.  P,  Bibeiro,  L.C.E.,  Eitra  Aa^ 
sistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Bassein  Sub-Division 
Officer,  delivered  over  and  Mr.  Husanalli  lif  ahomedatli,  acting  £xtra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  received  charge  of  the 
Bassein  Sub-Division  Office  on  the  16th  of  Seprember  1893,  b»- 
foie  noon 

I2th  October,  1893.— Mr.  A,  N.  Master,  Extra  Assistant  Oonsenra- 
tor  of  Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Fisher,  AasisUnt 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Second  Grade,  delivered  over  and  received 
charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  Panoh  Mah&lfl,  on  the  5th  of 
October  1893,  in  the  afternoon. 

ISth  October,  1893.— No.  7600.— Mr.  B.  J.  Haselden,  Dlrisional 
Forest  Officer,  K4iiara  (C.  D.) ;  passed  an  examination  in  EAnarerte 
on  7th  October  1893. 

ISa  October  1893.— -Mr.  K.  B.  Phadke,  Extra  Assiatant  Con 
fiervator,  Fourth  Grades  delivered  over  and  Mr.  A«  N.  Master,  L.C.E., 
l&itra  Assistant  Conservator,  Fourth  Chrade,  reoeived  charge  of  the 
Bh4h£pur  Sub- Division  Office  on  the  9th  October  1893,  before  noon. 
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4. — Bbnoal  Gajsittb. 

I6th  October  1893.—- No.  4338— The  following  changes  are  ordered 
in  the  Controlling  Staff  of  the  Bengal  Forest  Department: — 

On  being  relieved  of  the  charge  of  the  Jalpaiguri  Forest  DiTision 
by  Mr.  H.  H.  Haines,  OflBciating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests  (oa 
privilege  leave),  Mr.  C.  C.  Hatt,  A^isistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is 
attached  to  the  Direction  Division  for  special    duty. 

On  return  from  the  furlough  granted  to  him  in  Notification  No. 
704For..  dated  9th  February  1893,  Mr.  W.  M.  Green,  Deputy  Con- 
■ervator  of  Forests,  is  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  Eurseong  Forest 
Division. 

On  being  relieved  of  the  charge  of  the  Eurseong  Forest  Division  by 
Mr.  W.  M.  Green,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Mr.  E.  E.  Slane, 
Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  attached  to  the  Sundarbana 
Forest  Division. 

19tA  October  1893.— No.  4348.— Mr.  W.  H.  Lovegrove,  Officiat- 
ing  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Chittagong  For. 
est  Division,  is  granted  leave  for  three  months  under  article  291  of  the 
Civil  Service  Regulations,  with  effect  from  the  17th  September  1893, 
or  any  subsequent  date  on  which  he  may  have  availed,  or  may  avail 
himself,  of  it. 

I9th  October  1893,— No.  4349.— Mr.  R.  Quinnell,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  PalamaU'  Division,  is  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  the  Chittagong  Forest  Division,  during  the  absence  on  leave, 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Lovegrove,  or  until  further  orders. 

Babu  Guru  Das  Chatterjee,  Forest  Ranger,  Eoderma  Range 
(Direction  Division),  is  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  Palamau 
•Division.  ■[.  - 

5. — N.-W.  PROVINOBS  AND  OUDH   GA2BTn. 

Zrd  October  1893,— No.  2941.— Mr.  E.  L.  Haslett,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  attached  to  the  Naini  Tal  Forest  Division 
of  the  Central  Circle,  privilege  leave  for  one  month,  with  effect  from 
the  15th  October  1893. 

nth  October  1893.— No.  3059.— Mr.  B.  B.  O^maston,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  bahraich  Forest  Divi- 
sion, on  being  relieved  by  Mr.  B.  A.  Rebsch,  to  the  charge  of  the 
Pilibhit  Forest  Division  of  the  Oudh  Circle. 

nth  October  1893.— No.  3060.— Mr.  Eeshava  Nand,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Pilibhit  Forest  Division, 
on  being  relieved  by  Mr.  B.  B.  Osmaston,  to  be  attached  to  the  Direc- 
tion   Division  of  the  Oudh  Circle. 

nth  October  1893,— No.  3061.— Mr.  J.  M.  Blanchfield,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  charge  of  the  Ganges  Forest  Divi- 
sion of  the  Central  Circle,  on  being  relieved  by  Mr.  W.  Shakespear,  to 
be  attached  to  the  Gorakhpui  Forest  Division  of  the  Oudh  Circle. 

23nf  October  1893.— No.  3255.— Mr.  E  L.  Hasiett,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  on  return  from  leave,  to  be  attached  to 
the  Direction  Division  of  the  Central  Circle. 
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€• — Punjab  GAXim, 

22ndf  September,  1893.— No,  489. — Under  the  provitflonfl  of  Section, 
2  of  the  Indian  Forest  Act  VII  of  1878,  the  Hon'ble  the  Lieutenant- 
C^oyernor  is  pleased  to'  appoint  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Natit* 
Oavalry  Regiment  stationed  at  Umballa  for  the  time  being  to  be  a 
Forest  Officer  in  respect  of  Btr  Cbhapar  (or  Dhantauri)  and  Btr  Sarja 
which  have  been  declared  to  be  Reserved  Forests  by  Notification  No. 
435,  dated  i4th  August,   1893. 

Uh  October,  1893  —No.  505.— Messrs.  F.  0.  Lemarohand,  De- 
puty Conservator  of  Forests,  and  C.  Somers  Smith,  Assistant  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge  of  the 
Kangra  Forests  Division,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7ch  September,  189S, 
consequent  on  the  former's  departure  on  the  privilege  leave  sanctioned 
in  Notification  No.  422,  dated  the  5th  August,  '1893. 

9th  October,  1893.— No.  513.— Mr.  G.  S  Hart,  Officiating  Depaly 
Conservator  of  Forests,  Simla  Hill  Tracts  Division,  is  granted  22  days' 
privilege  leave,  under  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  RegulationSi 
with  effect  from  the  20th  October,  1893  or  such  subsequent  date  as  ha 
may  avail  himself  of  it. 

nth  October,  1893.— No.  519.— Bh^i  SAdhu  Singh,  Extra  Assis- 
tant Conservator  of  Forests,  returned  to  duty  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
17th  September,  1893,  from  the  privilege  leave  granted  him  in  Punjab 
Government  Notification  No.  426  of  the  9th  August,  1893. 

7. — Central  Provinces. 

2nd  October,  1893.— No.  4,600.— Notificatioq  No.  4290,  dated  the 
l2th  instant,  granting  two  months'  privilege  leave  to  Mr.  J.  J,  Hobday, 
Eztra-AssiBtaut  Conservator  ofPorests,  is  hereby  cancelled  at  his  own  re 
quest. 

lOth  October,  1893.— No.  4757.— Mr.  Mahomed  Kadir  Baksh, 
Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  \xbo  was  posted  to  the  charge 
of  the  Nimar  Forest  Division  by  Notification  No,  3,943,  dated  the  22nd 
August,  1893,  assumed  charge  of  his  duties  from  Mr.  R.  C.  1  horn  sod, 
Extra-Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th 
ultimo. 

17 th  October,  1893.— No.  4870.— Mr.  Syed  AH  Muttaki  Khaa, 
Senior  Forest  Ranger,  temporarily  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Narsigb- 
pur  Forest  Division,  to  work  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  Deputy 
Commissioner,  by  Notification  No.  3946,  dated  the  22nd  Augu8t-1895, 
assumed  charge  of  his  duties  from  Mr.  W.  King,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  11th  September,  1893. 

I7th  October,  1893.— No.  4871.— Mr.  A.  M.  F.  Caccia,  Assistant 
■Conservator  of  Forests,  Betul,  availed  himself,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th  September,  1893,  of  the  three  months'  privilege  leave  granted 
him  by  Notification  No.  4,196,  dated  the  7th  idem,  making  over  charge 
of  his  duties  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Thompson,  Extra-Assistant  Conservator. 

2Ut  October,  1893.— No.  4933.— The  Officiating  Chief  Commla- 
flioner  is  pleased  to  inve  t  the  undermentioned  Forest  Officers  with 
the  powers  defined  in  Section  71,  Act  VII  of  1878  (the  Indian  Forest 
Act),  to  be  exercised   within  the  limits  of  their  respective  Divisions  : — 
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Mr.  A.  W.  BluiiA    .  ...  Officiating  Deputy  Consorvfttor  of  Foresta. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Cliitterbuok     ...  Offioiating  Deputy  Coueervator  of  ForesU* 
Mr.  H.  S.  Ker  £die  ...  Assistant  Gonservator  of  Forests, 

Mr.  N.  C.  McLeod  ...  Extra- Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Hobday  ..  Extra^Assistant  ConserTator  of  Forests. 

Mr.  Ramoh under  Krishna    Extra- Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests. 

2&th  October^  1893.— No.  5,007. — Privilege  leave  for  fourteen  days, 
nnder  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr. 
H.  A.  Hoghton,  Deputy-Conservator  of  Forests,  Seoni,  with  effect  from 
the  date  on  which  he  may  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  it 

8. — Burma    Qazxtti. 

22nd  September,  1893.— No.  368.— The  undermentioned  officer 
has  been  permitted  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  India  to 
return  to  duty  within  the  period  of  his  leave ; — 

Mr.  J.  Ctipelaiid,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests. 
23r<£  September,  1893, — No,  24. — In  accordance  with  the  orders 
passed  by  the  Chief  Gommissiouery  this  office  Notification  No.  23| 
dated  the  11th  September,  1893,  recording  the  suspension  of  Mr.  0. 
W.  B.  Aiidersuu,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  probation, 
is  hereby  cancelled. 

25tA  September,  1893.— No.  8.— Mr.  T,  A.  Hauxwell,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  J.  Messer,  Assistant 
Conservator  of  Forests,  received  charee  of  the  Agency  and  Snlween- 
Ataran  divisions,  aud  the  Tenasserim  Forest  Surveys,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  22nd  September,  1893. 

26th  September,  1893.— No.  370.7T^The  following  temporary  altera- 
tions in  rank  are  ordered  in  the  Forest  Department : — 

(1).  With  effect  from  the  Uth  July,  1893,  the  date  on  which 
Mr.  Branthwaite  availed  himself  of  privilege  leave: — 

Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Bruce,  Assistant  Conservator,  1st  grade,  to  officiate 
as  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grnde. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Burn-Murdoch,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd  grade  to 
officiate  as  Assistant  Conservator,  1st  grade. 

(2).     With  effect  from  the  3l8t  July,  1893,  the  date  on  which  Mr. 
'  Tottenham  availed  himself  of  privilege  leave  : — 

Mr.  H.  N.  Thompson,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd,  officiating  1st 
grade,  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade. 

(3).  With  effect  from  the  Ist  Aagast-1893,  the  date  on  which 
Mr.  ToussHint  availed  himself  of  privilege  leave  .* — 

Mr.  J.  .Messer,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd,  offioiating  let  grade, 
to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade. 

(4).  With  effect  from  the  5th  August,  1893,  the  date  on  which 
Mr.  Aplin  availed  himself  of  privilege  leave  : — 

Mr.  J.  C.  Murray,  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd  grade,  to  officiate  as 
Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  grade. 

Mr-  H.  Jackson,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade,  to  officiate  as 
Deputy  Conservator,  8rd  grade. 
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Mr.  H.  FT.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd,  officiating  let 
grade,  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade. 

(5;.  With  effect  from  the  15th  AogaBt-1898,  the  date  on  which 
Mr.  Tottenham  returned  from  leave. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd,  officiating  Deputy 
Conservator,  4th  grade,  to  offioiate  as  Assistant  Conservator,   1st  grade. 

2Ad  October,  1893.  —No.  873. — In  consequence  of  the  departure 
on  privilege  leave  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Aplin,  Deputy  Conservator  of  ForeatSy 
Mr.  U.  Slade,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd,  is  appointed  to 
offioiate  as  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  1st  grade,  with  effect  from 
the  5th  August  1893. 

7th  October,  1893.--No.  881.— In  superaesaion  of  this  department 
Notification  No.  363,  dated  the  20th  September  1898,  and  nnder  the 
provisions  of  Articles  277  and  282  (a)(1)  of  the  Civil  Service  Regula- 
tions, Mr.  C.  W.  B.  Anderson,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests, 
is  granted  privilege  leave  for  three  months  with  effect  from  the  4th 
September  1893. 

No.  382  — The  undermentioned  officer  has  been  granted  extension 
of  leave  by  Her  Megesty's  Secretary  of  State   for  India  . — 

Mr.  J.  Copeland,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  16  days*  extraor- 
dinary leave  without  pay. 

\2ik  October,  18»3,-— No.  384— The  following  temporary  alter- 
ations in  rank  are  ordered  in  the  Forest  Department,  with  effect  from 
the  23rd  September  1893,  the  date  on  which  Mr.  Hauxwell  availed 
bimsMf  of  privilege  leave  :  — 

(1).  Mr.  H.  B.  Anthony,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th,  officiating 
Srd  tirade,  to  offioiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  2nd  grade. 

(2).  Mr.  C.  L.  ToussHint,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade,  to 
offioi'ite  as  Deputy  Conservator,  8rd  grade. 

(3).  Mr.  0  R.  Blackwell,  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade,  to 
officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  3rd  grade. 

(4).  Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd,  officiating 
1st  grade,  to  officiate  as  Deputy  Conservator,  4th  grade. 

I3e^  October,  1893.— No.  385.— In  exercise  of  the  powers  confer- 
red by  section  3i,  subsection  (2),  clause  (h)  of  the  Upper  Burma 
Forest  Begulation,  1887,  the  Chief  Commissioner  'prescribes  the  follow- 
ing form  of  license  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  royalty  on 
ja^e«tone  and  amber  in  supersession  of  the  form  numbered  as  Appendix 
Yl  1 1  to  the  Rules  published  in  Revenue  Department  Notification  No. 
140,  dated  the  19tb  April  1893. 

16eA  October,  1893.— No.  898.— The  undermentioned  officer  has 
been  granted  extenbiou  of  leave  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  : — 

Mr.  H.  Carter,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  three  months' 
leave  on  niedieal  certificate. 

16/A  October,  1893— No.  25— Mr.  C.  W.  B.  Anderson,  Extra 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  held  to  have  availed  himself  of 
the  three  months'  privilege  leave  granted  in  Revenue  Department 
H'tification  No.  381  (Forests),' dated  the  7th  October  1893,  with  effect 
from  rhe  4th  September  1893. 

)9tA  Oi^oher,  1893.— No.  404.— Mr.  C.  W.  Palmer,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  is  reduced  to  the  bottom  of  the  aeoond  grade 
of  Deputy  Conservators. 
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9. — Assam  Gazette. 

2Sth  September,  1893. — No.  9566G, — Iq  oonsequenoe  of  the  return 
from  privilege  leave  of  Mr.  R.  H.  M.  Ellis,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  First  Grade  (provisional),  the  followiug  reversions  are  notified 
with  effect  from  the  13th  September  1893. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Pigot,  OSictatiag  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  First 
Grade  (provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests^  Second 
Grade  (provisional),  and  to  be  seconded. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Copeland,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
First  Grade  (provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Cjnservervator  of  Forests. 
Second  Grade  (provisional). 

Mr.  H.  G.  Young,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Second  Grade  (proviaionil),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Third 
Grade  (provisional). 

Mr  T,  J.  Cimpbell,  Officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Third  Grade  (provisional),  to  be  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Fourth  Grade. 

8r(f  October,  1893.— No.  9655G.— Furlough  for  six  months,  under 
article  340  (a)  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr.  W. 
F.  Lloyd,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  with  effect  from  the  24ih 
September  1893. 

eth  October,  1893.— No.  9725G.— Mr.  R.  H.  M.  Ellis,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  on  return  from  privilege  leave,  is  posted  to  the 
Lakhimpur  Forest  Division,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Sibsagar 
Forest  Division  in  addition  to  his  own  duties. 

10. — Hyderabad  Rbsidbnot  Gazette. 

20th  SepUmber  1893.— No.  99 4- F.— Furlough  for  two  years, 
nnder  Article  371  (&)  of  tie  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to 
Mr.  J.  Bdillantine,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  3rd  grade,  Berar,  on 
deputation  to  His  Highness  the  Nizam's  Dominions,  with  effect  from 
6th  June  1893.  Mr.  B^llantine  availed  himself  of  subsiilary  leave 
from  10th  to  15th  idem,  both  dates  inclusive. 

11. — Mtsobe  Gazette. 

29tA  September  1893,— No,  6424—0.  p.  291-92.— Under  Article 
173  of  the  Mysore  Service  Regulations,  Mr.  R  Ramswami  Iyer,  Sub- 
Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Kadur  District,  is  granted  casual 
leave  of  absence  for  15  days  with  effect  from  such  date  as  he  may  avail 
himself  of  the  same. 

2.  During  the  ab<)ence  on  leave  pi  Mr.  Rimswami  Iyer,  the  follow- 
ing arrangements  are  ordered  :— 

(i)     Mr.  B.  Hira  SingK,  Forest  Probationer,  to  be  in  charge  of 
the  Forest  Department  of  the  Kadur  District,  until  fur- 
ther orders, 
(ii)    Mr.  M.  G.  Rama  Rio,  Forest  Probationer,  to  be  in  charge 

of  the  Shilcarpur  Forest  Sub-Division, 
(iii)    Mr.  Appaiya,   Forest  Probationer,  is  transferred    from 
the  Mysore  to  the  Shimoga  District. 
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2. — Madras  Gazkttk. 

23r(f  October  1893— No.  588— M  R.  Ry.  V.  Alwar  Ohetty  Garu, 
B.  A.,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  granted  privilege  leave 
for  one  month,  in  extension  of  the  leave  for  one  month  granted  by  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 


ith  Nwtmiber  1893.— No.  540— 

Name  and  deaigiia* 

Gmde  to  which 

Nature  of 

Remarks  show- 

No. 

tion                    Present  grade. 

promoted  or 

promotion 

ing  cause  of 

of  officer. 

reverted. 

or  reversion. 

vacancy,  &c. 

1 

Mr.  A.W.  LiiBbington   Acting     Deputy 
GonMrvator   of 

Deputy   Gonser. 
vator  of  Forests, 

Permanent. 

Forente,  Second 

Third  Grade. 

With  effect 

Grade. 

V  from  lOthOc- 

2 

Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Porter.     Deputy   Oonsor- 
rator  of  Forests, 
Third  Grade. 

Deputy    Gonser- 
vator  of  Forests, 
Second  Grad  e. 

Acting. 

tober  1893. 

No.  641— 


No. 

Name  of  officer. 

District 

Nature  of  charge 

Remarka 

1 

Mr.  T.  P.  Peake        ... 

Madura    ... 

District  Forest 
Officer. 

To  join  on  return 
from  leave. 

IZth  November  \%^Z, — Mr.  F-  A.  Lodge,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Madras,  has  been  permitted  by  the  Right  Honorable  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within  the  period  of  his  leave. 

23r(f  November  1893 —No.  567.— Mr.  J.  T.  Lever,  Forest  Settle- 
ment Officer,  Kurnool,  dso.,  Districts,  is  i^ranted  privilege  leave  for  three 
mouths,  under  article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations. 

8. — Bombay  Gazette. 

ZOih  October  1893— No  7,981.— His  Excellency  the  Governor  in 
Council  in  pleased  to  appoint — 

Mr.  H.  W.  Keys,  on  return  from  leave,  to  do  duty  as  Divisional 

Forest  Officer,  Khandesh  ; 
Mr.  E.  G.  Oliver  to  do   duty  as   Divisional    Forest    Officer, 
Sholapur. 

ZUt  October  1893.— No.  8007.— Mr.  Bhngvandas  Harkisondas 
Dalai,  Elztra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  West  Khandesh,  passed 
an  examination  in  Mardthi  according  to  the  Higher  Standard  on  the 
12th  October  1893. 

31<<  October  1893.— No.  8008.— Rao  Saheb  Annaji  Balaji  Pandit» 
Head  Accountant,  Surat,  passed  the  prescribed  examination  in  Accounts 
on  the  iOth  October  1893. 
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dUt  October  1893.— No.  8009.— Mr.  Bhagvandas  Harkisandas 
Dalai,  Extra  'AsHistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  West  KhaDdesh,  pussed 
with  credit  on  the  12cb  October  1893  the  examination  prescribed  in 
Bule,  6  of  the  Hnles  published  in  Government  Notifioation  No.  2878 
dated  4ih  Jinie  1880,  for  the  examination  of  Forest  Officers. 

2.     Mr.  Dalai  passed  the  examination  in  subject  No.  1  in  MarathL 

2bth  October  1893.— Mr.  Q.  J.  Rege,  Acting  £xtra  AssisUnt  Con* 
servatur,  delivered  over  and  Mr.  Robinson,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator, 
received  charge  of  the  Sub-Divisional  Office,  Kolaba,  on  the  10th  October, 
1893,  before  office  hours. 

lOtA  A'ovem^  1893.— Mr.  G.  P.  Millet,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Fourth  Grade,  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Fry,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forestp,  Second  Grade,  respectively  delivered  over  and  received  charge 
of  the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  Working  Plans,  N.  C,  on  the  6th  of 
November  1893,  before  noon. 

I2th  November  1893.— Messrs.  T.  R.  D.  Bell  and  H.  Mainwaring 
respectively  dtrlivered  over  and  received  charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest 
Office,  Bijapur,  in  the  afternoon  of  1st  November  1893. 

V2th  November  1893. — Mr.  Mainwaring  relinquished  charge  of  the 
Divisional  Foreut  Office,  Working  Flans'  Party  I,  Southern  Circle,  to 
Mr.  C.  M.  Hodgson  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  November  1893. 

Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Bell  respectively  delivered  over  and  received 
charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest  Office,  Working  Plans  Party  II,  Soath- 
ern  Circle,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  November  1893. 

nth  November  1893.— Mr.  T.  R.  D.  Bell,  Deputy  Gonservetor  of 
Forests,  delivered  over  and  Mr.  W.  A,  Talbot,  Divisional  Forest  Officer, 
Northern  Division  of  Eanara,  received  charge  of  the  Divisional  Forest 
Office,  Dharwar,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd  November  1893, 

23rd  November  1893. — Mr.  Uasanali  Mahomedali,  acting  Extra 
Assif^tant  Conservator  of  Forests,  and  Mr.  Y.  P.  Bebeiro,  Extra  Assist- 
ant Conservator  of  Forests,  respectively  delivered  over  and  received 
charge  of  the  Bassein  Sub-Division  Office  on  the  16th  November,  before 
noon. 

27th  November  1893.— No.  8763.— Mr.  L.  S.  Oamaston,  AssisUoi 
Conservator  of  Forests,  First  Grade,  has  been  allowed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  return  to  duty  within  the  period  of  his 
leave. 

4.— -Bengal  Gassttb 

2Sth  October  l893.-^No.  4394.— Mr.  F.  Trafford,  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  who  was  granted  leave  for  six  months  on  medical 
certificate  under  the  orders  contained  in  the  Notifioation  Na  2375  For. 
dated  the  24th  June,  1898,  has  been  granted  an  extension  of  leave  for 
three  months  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

6th  November  1893.— No.  4508.— Mr.  C.  A.  G.'  LUlingston,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests  and  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Conservator  of 
Forests,  Bengal,  is  transferred  to  the  Darjeeling  Forest  Division  for 
general  duty. 
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I3th  Nwember  1893.— No.  4626.— Mr.  G.  0  Hatt,  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  1st  Qrade  (provisional),  is  appointed  to  officiate  in 
the  4th  grade  of  Deputy  Conservators,  vice  Mr.  H.  H.  Haines  on  privi- 
lege leave,  with  effect  from  the  24th  July  1893  and  until  further 
orden. 

5.— N.  W.  P.  AND  OODH  GAJSKTrB. 

3670 
23rrf-arovei?i6«r  1893.— No  TT^tel .— Mr,  C.  C.  Abbey,  who  haa 
been  appointed  to  the  Forest  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  and  who  reported  his  arrival  in  Allahabad  on  the  22nd 
November  1893.  to  be  an  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade^ 
and  to  be  posted  to  the  Eheri  Div  sion  of  the  Oadh  Circle. 

3632 
30tA  November  1893  —No.  11— 86A  . — The    following  reversions  in 
•the  Forest  Department  are  notified  for  general  information  :— 
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3640 
ZOth  Noffemher  1893.— No.  11—861  .—Mr.  H.  G,  Bilhon,  who  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Forest  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  and  who  reported  hts  arrival  in  Allahabad  on  the  30th  November 
1893,  to  be  an  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  2nd  grade,  and  to  be 
attaohed  to  the  Direction  Division  of  the  School  Circle. 

6. — Punjab  Gazxttb. 

Z\st  October  1893.— No.  541.— Mr.  L.  Gisborne  Smith,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  and  BhAi  S6dhu  Sin^h,  Extra  Assistant  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge  of  the 
Hazdra  Forest  Division  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  September  1893, 
consequent  on  the  former's  departure  on  the  privilege  leave  for  three 
months  granted  him  in  Punjab  Government  Notification  No.  458, 
dated  the  28th  August  1893. 

16^  November  1893,- No.  580.— Mr.  C.  P.  Fisher,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forestn,  Punjab,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for 
three  months,  under  Articles  277  and  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regula- 
tions, with  effect  from  the  1st  January  1894  or  such  subsequent  date  as 
he  may  avail  himself  of  it. 

2\8i  Noveniber  1893.— No.  597.— Messrs  G.  S.  Hart,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  and  G.  G.  Minniken,  Deputy  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  respectively  made  over  and  received  charge  of  the 
Simla  Hill  Tracts  Division  on  the  forenoon  of  the  21st  October  1893, 
consequent  on  the  former's  departure  on  the  privilege  leave  granted 
him  in  Notification  No.  513,  dated  the  9th  October  1893. 

28^  November  1893.— No.  605.— His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of  the  Punjab  is  pleased  to  make  the  following"  promotion  on  the 
amalgamated  list  of  Forest  Officers  in  the  Punjab,  Central  Provinces, 
Ooorg  and  Berar  with  eff^ect  from  the  2nd  May  1893 : — 

Mr.  G.  Somers  Smith,  Assistant  Conservator,  2nd  Grade  to  be 
Assistant  Conservator,  Ist  Grade. 

Mr.  Somers  Smith's  place  on  the  list  will  be  between  Messrs.  Lowrie 
and  Hart. 

7. CSNTBAL   PrOVINOBS  GaZBTTS. 

2tui  November  1893 — No.  5121. — On  return  from  the  leave  grant- 
ad  him  by  Notification  No.  3113,  dated  the  80th  August  1892,  Dr.  £« 
Dobbs,  M.  A.,  LL.  D.,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forasts,  is  posted  to  the 
Nagpur-Wardha  Forest  Division. 

2nd  November  1893— No.  5122.— Dr.  E.  Dobbs,  Deputy  Conser- 
vator of  Forests,  returned  from  the  leave  granted  him  by  Notification 
No  3113,  dated  the  80th  August  1892,  and  with  reference  to  Notifica- 
tion No.  5121,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  assumed  charge  of  the  Nagpur- 
Wardha  Forest  Division  from  Mr.  Chander  Kumar  Chatterji,  Fxtra- 
Asaistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  25th  ultimo. 

2nd  November  1893 — No.  5123. — Privilege  leave  for  three  months, 
under  Article  291  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to  Mr. 
S.  G.  Pranjpe,  Forest  Divisional  Officer,  Damoh,  with  effect  from 
the  17th  October  1893. 
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2tid  November  1893— No.  5124.— On  being  relieTed  by  Mr.    Rind 

of  thi  charge  of  the  Narsingbpur  Forest  Diviaion,   Mr.   Sjed  AH    Mut- 

.  taki  is  posted  to   the   charge  of  the   Damoh  Forest   Division,  to  work 

under  the  immediate  orders  of  the   Deputy   Commissioner  during   Mr. 

Pranjpe's  absence  on  leave,  or  until  further  orders. 

'Ind  Novemehr  1893— No.  5125.— Mr.  S.  G.  Pranjpe,  Eztra-Assis- 
tant  Conservator  of  Forests,  Damoh,  availed  himself,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  I6th  ultimo,  of  the  three  months,  privilege  leave  granted  him  by 
Notification  No.  5123,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  making  over  charge  of 
his  duties  to  Mr.  Syed  Ali  Muttaki,  Senior  Forest  Ranger. 

2nd  November  1893— No.  5126.— Mr.  M.  Muttannah,  Extra-Assist- 
ant Conservator  of  Forests,  Mandla,  availed  himself,  on  the  forenoon  of 
the  25th  September  1893,  of  the  three  months'  privilege  leave  granted 
him  by  Notification  No.  3944,  dated  the  22ud  August  1893,  making 
over  charge  of  his  duties  tu  Mr,  W.  King,  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests. 

2nd  November  1893— No.  5127.— On  return  from  the  three 
months*  privilege  lenve  granted  him  by  Notification  No.  3668,  dated 
the  8th  August  1893,  Mr.  OF.  Taylor,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests, 
is  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Saugcr  Forest  Division. 

2nd  November  1893 — No.  5128.  — On  being  relieved  of  the  charge 
of  the  Saugor  Forest  D  vision  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor,  Deputy  Conservator 
of  Forests,  Mr.  L.  A.  W.  Rind,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  is 
posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Narsinglipur  Forest  Division, 

2nrf  irovm6er  1893— No.  6129.— Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  returned,  on  the  Ist  ultimo,  from  the  privilege 
lenve  granted  him. by  Notification  No.  3668.  dated  the  8th  August 
1893,  and  with  reference  to  Notification  No.  5127,  dated  the  2nd  instant, 
assumed  charge  of  the  Saugor  Forest  Division  from  Mr.  L.  A.  W. 
Rind,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  4th 
ultimo. 

The  unexpired  portion  of  his  leave  is  hereby  cancelled. 

2nd  November  1893— No.  5130.— Mr.  L.  A.  W.  Rind,  Deputy 
Conservator  of  Forests,  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Narsingbpur 
Forest  Division  by  Notification  No.  5128,  dated  the  2nd  instant, 
assumed  charge  of  his  duties  from  Mr.  Syed  Ali  Muttaki,  Senior  Forest 
Banger,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  10th  ultimo, 

2nd  November  1893 — No.  5131. — On  being  relieved  of  the  charge 
of  the  Bilaspur  Forest  Division  by  Mr.  Blunt,  Deputy  Conseryator  of 
Forests,  on  return  from  privilege  leave,  Mr.  II.  Moore,  Deputy  Conser- 
yator  of  Forests,  is  posted  to  the  charge  of  the  Betul  Forest  Division, 

2\Bt  November  1393— No.  5444.— Mr.  A.  W.  Blunt,  Officiating 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  returned  from  the  three  months'  privilege 
leave  granted  him  by  Notification  No.  3851,  dated  the  1 .  th  August 
1893,  and  resumed  charge  of  the  Bilaspur  Forest  Division  from  Mr. 
H.  Moore,  Deputy  Conservator  of  ForestSi  on  the  forenoon  of  the  10th 
instant. 
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4, — BuRHA  Oinin. 

20t4  October,  1893.—  No.  407.—Under  the  provisions  of  Articles 
277  and  282  (a)(1)  of  the  Civit  Service  Regulations  Mr.  H.  N.  Thomp- 
son, Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  granted  privilege  leave  for 
three  months  and  16  days,  with  effect  from  the  date  on  which  he  may 
iTail  himself  of  it. 

No.  408. — Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Brace,  officiating  Deputy  Conservator  of 
Forests,  is  appointed  to  hold  charge  of  the  Upper  Chindwin  Forest 
division  in  addition  to  his  other  duties  till  further  orders, 

2\st  October,  1893.— No.  409.— Mr  D.  L.  Richardson,  Mjodk,  is 
appointed  a  Forest  Settlement  Officer  to  succeed  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner.  Bhamo,  for  the  purpose  of  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  depart- 
ment Notification  No«  302,  dated  the  10th  August  1893. 

No.  410.— The  Forest  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Bhamo  Forest 
division  is  appointed  to  be  the  Forest  Offio<'r  who  shall  assist  the  Forest 
Settlement  Officer  in  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Notifica- 
tion No.  302,  dated  the  10th  August  1893. 

No.  411. — Mr.  D.  L.  Richardson,  Myo6k,  is  appointed  a  Forest 
Settlement  Officer,  to  succeed  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  Eatha,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Notification  No.  366, 
dated  the  22nd  September  1893. 

No.  412.— Mr,  E.  A.  O'Bryen,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Is 
appointed  to  be  the  Forest  Officer  who  shall  assist  the  Forest  Settle- 
ment Officer  in  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Notification 
No.  366,  dated  22nd  September  1893. 

No.  413. — Mr.  D.  L  Ricbardson,  Myook,  is  appointed  a  Forest 
Settlement  Officer  to  succeed  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  Eatha,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Nutification 
No.  32*%  dated  the  ITth  August  1893. 

No.  414.— Mr.  E.  A.  O'Bryen,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  is 
appointed  to  be  the  Forest  Officer  who  shall  assist  the  Forest  Settle- 
ment Officer  in  the  nnquiiy  ordered  in  this  department  Notification 
No.  322,  dated  the  17th  August  1893. 

No  415. — Mr.  D.  L.  Richardson.  Myc6k,  is  appointed  a  Forest 
Settlement  Officer  to  succeed  the  Oeputy  Commissioner,  Bhamo,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Notification  No.  303, 
dated  the  10th  August  1893. 

No.  416. —The  Forest  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Bhamo  Forest 
Division  is  apponited  to  be  the  Forest  Officer  who  shall  assist  the 
Forest  Settlement  Officer  in  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department 
Notification    No.    303,   dated   the    lOch   August  1893. 

No.  417. — Mr.  D.  L.  Richardson,  Myodk,  is  appointed  a  Forest 
Settlement  Officer  to  succeed  the  Deputy  Commissioner,  Eatha,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Notification  No. 
823,  dated  the  17th  August  1893. 

No.  418.— Mr.  K.  A.  O^Rryen,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  is 
appointed  to  be  the  Forest  Officer  who  shall  assist  the  Forest  Settle- 
ment Officer  in  the  enquiry  ordered  in  this  department  Notifioation 
So,  323,  dated  17th  August  1893. 
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2(Hh  November,  1893.— No.  9.— Mr«  J.  Copeland,  Depaty  Conser-^ 
Tator  of  Forests,  reported  his  retarn  from  tbe  leave  gianted  him  in 
Bevcnae  Department  Notification  No.  882  (Forests),  dated  7th  October 
1893,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  14th  instant. 

No.  10  — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department  Notification  No. 
465  (Forests),  dated  the  15th  November  1893,  Mr.  0.  R.  Dun,  Assistant 
Conseryator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  J.  Copeland,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  received  charge  of  the  Mandalay  Forest  division, 
on  the  forenoon  of  the  17th  instant. 

15«A  November,  1893  —No.  98.— Mr.  C.  W.  Palmer,  Deputy  Con- 
servator of  Forests,  made  over  charge  of  Minbu  Forest  division  pre- 
paratory to  availing  himself,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  November 
1893,  of  the  one  year's  furlough  granted  him  in  Revenue  Department 
Notification  No.  440  (Forests),  dated  the  4th  instant. 

No.  29. — With  reference  to  Revenue  Department  Notification 
No.  441  (Forests),  dated  4th  November  1893,  Mr.  C.  W.  Palmer, 
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  made  over,  and  Mr.  A.  M.  Barn- 
Murdoch,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  received  charge  of  the 
Minbu  Forest  division,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  November  1893, 
in  addition  to  his  other  duties. 

20^  November,  1893.— No.  30.— Mr.  C.  L.  Toussaint,  Deputy  Con- 
servator  of  Forests,  reported  his  return  from  the  three  months  and 
15  days'  privilege  leave  granted  to  him  in  the  Revenue  Department  Noti- 
fication No.  279  (Forests),  dated  the  1st  August  1893,  and  resumed 
charge  of  the  Taw  Forest  division  from  Mr.  H.  H.  Forteath,  officiating 
Deputy  Couservator  of  Forests,  on  the  forenoon  of  the  13th  Novem- 
ber  1893. 

f.— Assam  Gazittb. 

16^  November,  1893.— No.  10964G.— Farlough  for  one  year, 
under  article  371  (a)^  of  the  Civil  Service  Regulations,  is  granted  to 
Babu  Jogesvar  Sur,  Extra  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests,  in  commu- 
tation of  the  two  months'  privilege  leave  granted  in  Notification  No» 
8,4870.,  dated  the  24th  August  1898. 
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TANS  OP  SOUTHERN  INDIA. 


In  the  course  of  a  recent  correspondence  with  Messrs.  Camminde 
Brothers^  Madras,  with  reference  to  the  possibility  of  obtaining  a  supply 
of  the  pods  of  Casalpinia  dig^na  as  a  tan,  I  received  from  them  the 
following  interesting  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  tanning  materials 
used   by  them  :— 

'^  We  use  largely  the  bark  of  Cassia  auriculatu  and  myrabolans. 
The  bark  of  Cassia  Fistula  is  also  much  used  in  Madras,  particularly  since 
a  year  or  so. 

"  Divi-diri  [Casalpinia  coriafia)  is  not  procurable  regularly,  so  it 
cannot  be  relied  on  for  tanning  purposes.  If  it  were  grown  more 
abundantly,  and  if  the  cultivators  understood  how  to  pick  the  pods  at 
the  right  time,  when  it  is  in  prime  condition^  and  if  they  sorted  their 
divi-divi  and  kept  it  from  rot^  this  tannin  would  be  valuable  for  cheap 
tannages.  It  is  suitable  for  heavy  hides^  making  very  tirm  leather^  but 
of  a  dark  colour. 

''  Myrabolans  are  used  principally  for  colouring  skins  or  hides.  Some 
kinds  give  a  very  good  colour.  It  is  also  used  in  tanning  in  a  process 
which  consists  in  sewing  the  prepared  hide  like  a  bag,  which  is  suspended, 
and  in  which  a  decoction  of  myraboluns  is  placed,  and  forced  by  the  pres- 
sure of  the  liquid  to  percolate  through  the  hide.  This  is  a  very  inferior, 
tannage,  but  it  is  cheap  and  soon  completed.  Myrabolans  ferment  too 
soon  to  be  of  use  as  other  tannins,  e.g.,  the  generality  of  barks. 

With  wattle*  (Nilgiris)  we  have  had  no  experience.  We  know  that 
it  is  very  good  for  heavy  hides,  and  that  it  makes  very  firm  leather,  but 
of  bad  colour. 

.Cassia  aurieulata  bark  when  cured  with  care  and  used  within  a 
short  time,  yields  a  very  fair  colour  which,  liowever,  soon  changes  into 
a  murky  brown.  Another  great  fault  is  its  price.  It  costs  in  Madras 
about  S20  per  candy  of  SOOlbs.,  iihereas  a  cord  of  hemlock  bark  (i.e,y  a 
ton)  costs  from  6  to  10  dollars  to  tanners  in  the  United  States,  and  for 
equal  quantity  of  bark  used  hemlock  gives  more  weight  to  leather. 

'^  The  bark  of  Cassia  Fistula  is  cheap,  but  it  yields  leather  of  a  dark 
colour. 

"  Colour  is  of  secondary  importance  in  the  tannage  of  heavy  hi'les. 
It  is  of  paramount  importance  in  the  tannage  of  suiall  hides,  and  es- 
pecially of  goat  and  sheep  skins.  The  specialty  of  Madras  is  to  tan 
light  hides,  and  goat  and  slieep  skins. 

*  Id  the  **  B^vae  Agricole,"  Mauritias,  April  1892,  the  black  and  golden  wnttlen  {Acacia 
deeurrens  and  A,  pycnantha)  are  said  to  be  the  principal  inea  which  yield  tan,  and  to  he 
qaick  growers  Hnd  easily  cultivated.  It  is  cnlculated  that  100  acres  of  wattle  plnntation 
will  gi^e,  in  a  period  of  fight  years,  a  nek  income,  after  deducting  nil  expenses,  of  £2.637 
or  £3-5  per  acre  per  annum.  The  bark  of  these  wattles  is  said  to  contain  from  40  to  45 
per  cent,  of  tannin. 

The  wnttles  Cultivated  on  the  Nilgiris  are  Aeacia  dealhata^  A,  deourrent,  and  A. 
nulanoxiflon. 
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''The  pods  of  Casalpmia  digyna  are  said  to  yield  leather  as  white 
as  snow.  If  that  report  is  correct,  this  tannin  ought  to  cut  out  all 
others  in  Madras,  provided  it  can  be  grown  cheap.  Hence  our  desire 
to  experiment  with  the  pods,  of  which  we  have  been  promised  a  saoaple 
through  friends  at  Cuttack/' 

In  acommuDicationto  '  Leather/  Mr.  Evans,  Chemist  of  the  Tan- 
ner^s  Laboratory,  Bristol,  says  that  **  the  pods  of  a  plant  from  India,  which 
must  certainly  have  been  brought  to  England  before,  were  sent  to  us 
as  something  new. '  They  proved  to  be  the  pods  of  Casalpinia  digyna^ 
and,  presuming  they  can  be  cultivated  to  any  extent,  the  importers  may 
be  congratulated  on  their  good  fortune.  They  yield  about  3^  per  cent, 
of  tannic  acid,  which  is  in  some  measure  like  that  of  babul  (J,  arabiea) 
pods,  which  give  a  cream-coloured  precipitate ;  but  this  unites  with 
gelatine  in  the  form  of  a  precipitate  as  white  as  driven  snow,  and  its 
reactions  with  other  chemicals  give  divers  colours,  which  will  make  it 
equally  attractive  to  the  dyer.  In  saying  this  much  we  can  say  with 
satisfaction,  as  a  chemist,  that  it  is  almost  perfect:  what  may  be  its 
behaviour  in  the  tannery  remains  to  be  proved.^' 

In  the  ^  Dictionary  of  Economic  Products '  C.  digpna  is  described 
af!  a  prickly  tree  of  the  Eastern  Himalaya,  Eastern  and  Western  Penin- 
sulas, and  Ceylon.  Dr.  McCann,  in  his  '  Dyes  and  Tans  oE  Bengal,  * 
says  that,  in  Cuttack,  the  pods  of  what  appears  to  be  this  plant  are  sold 
as  a  tan  under  the  name  of  kunti.  The  word  kunti-paras  would  appear 
to  be  sometimes,  in  Orissa,  applied  to  Butea  frondosa,  but  incorrectly  as 
knnti  means  tanning  pods,  und  paras  Bu  lea  frondosa;  in  other  words,  the 
term  kunti  paras  would  mean  the  tanning  pods  of  Butea,  and  not  of 
Casalpinia^\     (L.  Liotard.) 

Indian  Musbum,  Edqar  TuuasTON. 

Calcutta. 


Govt,  of  ladia  Ceatral    Printing  Office.— No.  624  R«  niid  A.— 18  -l-98.->4i0.— W.S. 
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[This  product  is  described  in  Dr.  Watt's  Dictionary  of  Economic  Products,  Vol.  VU 
(Part  II.),  S.  910-918.] 


KUT. 

(THE  COSTUS.) 


In  this  hand-book  the  article  in  the  Dictionary  of  Economic 
Products  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Clark  has  been  reproduced  with  a 
few  modifications.  Its  object  is  to  draw  attention  to  a  pro- 
duct, collected  in  Kashmir,  which  is  exported  to  China  and 
the  Straits,  where  it  is  largely  used  as  incense.  It  is  also 
used  to  protect  fabrics  from  the  attacks  of  moths  and  other 
vermin,  and  from  it  Kashmir  goods  derive  their  peculiar 
odour. 


Lappa,  C.  A  Clarke;  m.  Br.  Ind.,  IJI^  376. 
The  CosTus. 

Syn.— AucKLANDiA  Cqstus,  Falc.  /  Aplotaxis  Lappa,  Dene. 

Vem.— if«J^  hot,  kust,  kust'talk-puiehuk,  kur,  pachak.  Hind,  j  Pachai, 
iur,  Beng.;  Post'khai,  KASHMIR;  Rusta,  Bhote;  Kut,  hot,  k4st 
talkh,  kuth,  Pb.;  Ouplate,  Bomb.;  UpaUta^  k4l,  Cuz. ;  Kostum, 
putehuk,  gosktmm,TiLU,iChangala,hustam,TnU;  S^puddy,  Malay.} 
Goda  mtUwnH,  Si  no.;  Kushiha,  kashmirja  (accorduig  to  Stewart), 
Sans.;  KM,  Arab.  &  Pers. 

Habitat.^  A  tall,  very  stout  herb*  with  annual  stem  and  thick  perennial 
roots,  indigenous  to  the  moist,  open  sieves  surrounding  the  valley  of 
Ka^hnUr,  at  an  elevation  of  8,000  to  9,000  ieet.  It  occurs  also  in  part^  of 
the  basina  of  the  Chenab  and  Jhelam,  at  elevations  between  10,000  and 
t3/x>o  feet.  The  roots  are  dug  up  in  the  months  of  September  and  Octo- 
ber, chopped  up  into  pieces^  2  to  6  inches  long»  and  exported  without  further 
pr^aration. 

l>eioriptloa.^^Co9t«s  occurs  in  crooked  twistAd  pieces  about  3  inches 
long,  and  from  \  to  i^  inch  in  diameter,  almost  always  split.  Exter- 
nally it  is  brown,  marked  by  longitudinal  ridges,  and  has  a  rough  and 
somewhat  reticulated  surface.  Its  substance  is  compact  and  brittle^  the 
fractured  surface  having  a  resinous  appearance  and  dirty  white  colour. 
The  centra]  portion  is  generally  absent,  and  appears  to  have  been  remov- 
•ed  by  decay  before  the  root  was  collected.  The  taste  is  bitter,  pungent 
and  camphoraceous ;  the  odour  resembles  that  of  fresh  violets  or  orris 
root.  •*  (Ph0rm.  Ind.) 

Chemical  Composition.— According  to  the  Pharmacofana  Indica  the 
•odorous  principle  A  the  drug  appears  to  consist  of  two  bauid  resins*  one 
o(  which  possesses  in  a  very  marked  degree  the  Ddour  of  t^  dr^g,  an4  a 
somewhat  camphoraceous  taste,  while  the  other  possesses  a  mu^y  pdour. 
In  addition  to  these  resins  evidence  of  an  alkaloia«  an  astringent  .principle^ 
and  a  •solid  resin  has  been  obtained. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  History  ;  Uses. 

History.— '  Dr.  Watt  has  already  written  at  some  length  on  this  sub- 

J'ect,  and  his  remarks  may  therefore  be  reproduced :  — "  It  would  seem  that 
or  a  long  time  Costus  Root  or  kust  was  referred  to  a  species  of  Scita« 
mineae,  most  probably  from  the  resemblance  of  the  scent  to  that  of  Orris 
root.  The  genus  to  which  it  was  attributed  received  the  name  of  Costus, 
the  perfume  being  said  to  be  obtained  from  C.  arahicus,  Willd.  The  com- 
mon and  el^ant  plant  of  our  jungles,  Costus  spectosus^  Sm.,  was  sup- 
posed to  be  nearly  allied  to  the  hypothetical  species  C  arabicus,  but  to 
be  scentless.  It  is  remarkable  that,  while  it  has  now  been  clearly  proved 
that  the  plants  which  belong  to  the  genus  Costus  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Costus  root  of  the  ancients,  the  vernacular  names  keo^  kust, 
should  in  Bengali  be  given  to  C.  speeiosus,  names  which  are  also  applied 
to  the  true  Costus.  The  resemblance  of  the  root  to  Orris  or  Iris,  a  plant 
nearly  allied  to  Costus  speciosus,  is  another  remarkable  coinddence. 
Falconer,  in  Linn,  Soc.  Trans.,  Vol.  XIX.,  Pari  /.,  23  (1842),  proved 
beyond  doubt  that  the  kust  of  Upper  India  was  the  root  of  what  he  called 
Aucklandia  Costus  (since  reducM  to  Saussurea  Lappa),  and^he  con* 
eluded  that  this  was  the  Costus  of  the  ancients  for  the  following  rea- 
sons :— 

*•  ist—li  corresponds  with  the  descriptions  given  by  the  ancient  authors. 

*'  ^ni— Coincidence  of  names.    In  Kashmir  the  root  is  called  Hi  and 

the  Arabic  vernacular  is  said  to  be  kust,  both  being  given  as 

synonyms  by  the  Persian  hakims  :  they  are  also  the  names  by 

which  the  medicine  is  known  in  all  the  bazirs  of  Hindustan 

Proper.     In  Bengal  the  Kashmir  root  is  called  Paichak,  and  it 

appears  by  a  note  in '  Dr.  Royle's  illustrations  that  Garda  ab 

Horto  g^ves  Pucho  as  the  Malay  synonym  of  Costus  arahicus. 

**  Srd-^Kooi  is  used  at  the  present  day  for  the  same  purposes  in 

China  as  Costus  was  formerly  applied  to  by  the  Greeks  and 

Romans. 

^'^A—Thedirect  testimony  of  the  Persians  that  ib<^  comes  from  the 

borders  of  India,  and  that  it  was  not  a  product  of  Arabia. 
"  5#A— The  commercial  history  of  the  root  gathered  in  Kashmfr  under 

the  name  of  kust. "  (Dr.  Dymock,  Mmt.  Med.) 
*'This  root  is  collected  in  enormous  quantities  in  the  mountains  of 
Kashmfr,  whence  it  is  conveyed  to  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  and  thence 
shipped  for  China.  The  drug  has  a  pungent,  aromatic  taste,  and  an 
odour  resembling  that  of  Orris  root.  There  is  an  excellent  account  of  it, 
with  a  figure,  in  Professor  Guibourt's  Hisioire  des  Drogues,  tome  iiu  p. 
35.  {Science  Papers  by  D.  Hanbuty,  257.)  Costus  root  is  remarkably 
similar  to  Elecampane  both  in  external  appearance  and  structure.  Costus 
has  been  an  important  spice,  incense,  ana  medicine  in  the  East  from  anti- 
quity down  to  tne  present  day ;  it  would  beo{  great  interest  to  examine  it 
chemically  with  reeard  to  Elecampane."   (Pharmacographia*) 

Kust  IS  collected  in  large  Quantities  in  Kashmfr  and  exported  to  the 
Pan  jib,  where  it  finds  its  way  all  over  India  and  is  shipped  from  Bombay 
and  Calcutta  to  China  and  the  Red  Sea,  a  small  quantity  finding  its  way 
to  Europe.  Falconer  describes  two  iorms'^kust'Uialk  and  kusi-4'shirin, 
the  latter  being  the  chief  artide  of  commerce.  ( Watt,  Calcutta  Bxhih.  Cat,, 
V.,2Si.) 

Uaet.— As  already  indicated,  the  roots  are  a  valuable  perfume,  and 
yiekl  excellent  pastilles,  which  burn  fairly.  Stewart  remarks  that  the  loads 
ol  roots  when  passing  scent  the  air  to  some  distance.  "  It  is,  '*  Baden 
Powell  writes,  "exported  in  enormous  quantities  to  China,  where  it  is 
used  as  an  incense.    In  every  Hong  it  is  found ;  no  mandarin  will  give 
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an  audience  until  the  patchak  incense  smokes  before  him ;  in  every  Joss 
house  it  smoulders  l3efore  the  Tri-budh  deity ;  in  every  floating  junk  in 
the'  Chinese  rivers,  the  only  house  of  countless  hordes,  Budh's  image  is 
found,  and  the  smoke  of  theiatchak  religiously  wends  its  way  heavenward." 

The  root  is  largely  used  as  a  hair-wash,  and  is  said  to  have  the  power 
of  turning  grey  hair  black.  Formerly,  when  opium  was  not  produced 
in  Rajwarra,  it  was  extensively  smoked  as  a  stimulant,  and  great  quan- 
tities also  went  to  China  for  smoking  purposes.  It  is  universsmy  employ- 
ed, according  to  Baden  Powell,  by  Rashmfr  shawl-merchants  as  a  pro- 
tector of  their  fabrics  from  the -attacks  of  moths  and  other  vermin. 
Kashmfr  goods  owe  their  peculiar  odour  to  it.  It  is  brought  into  Bengal 
by  Panjibi  and  Marwari  merchants,  and  retailed  bv  spice-sellers. 

Carminative,  astringent,  sedative,  and  prophylactic  properties  have 
been  referred  to  the  root.  The  Chii)ese  apply  it  with  musk  to  aching 
te^h.  Stewart  says  that  it  is  officinal  in  the  Panjib,  being  applied  in 
powder  to  ulCers,  for  worms  in  wounds,  and  for  toothache  and  rheuma- 
tism. Baden  Powell  says  that  it  is  used  as  an  ingredient  in  a  stimulating 
mixture  for  cholera. 

Trade.— The  quantity  collected  is  very  large,  amounting,  according  to 
Dr.  Falconer,  to  about  2,000,000  pounds  per  annum.  It  is  laden  on 
bullocks  and  exported  to  the  Panjib,  whence  the  grater  portion  is  sent  to 
Bombay  and  Calcutta.  A  great  part,  of  the  imports  into  Bombay  and 
Calcutta  is  exported  to  China  and  the  Red  Sea.  In  Kashmfr  it  is 
a  Government  monopoly ;  each  village  in  the  vicinity  of  the  kut  fields  is 
assessed  at  a  fixed  amount  which  has  to  be  delivered  in  the  capital,  and  the 
surplus  is  bought  up  by  the  agents  of  the  Maharija  and  retailed  again 
to  dealers  for  export  to  Hinddstan.  In  1864  the  revenue,  obtained  by 
the  Kashmfr  State  from  the  sale  of  kut,  was  said  to  have  amounted  to 
nearly  R  1,90,000.  According  to  Dr.  Falconer,  at  the  time  he  wrote, 
the  cost  of  collection  and  transport  to  a  depdt  in  Kashmfr  was  2s,  4d,  per 
cwt. ;  on  entering  India  its  value  was  enhanced  to  from  165.  g^f.  to  235.  ^d, 
per  cwt.,  while  its  commercial  value  at  Canton  was  475.  $d.  per  cwt. 

At  the  present  day  from  7,000  to  1 1,000  cwts.  of  the  roots  are,  on  an 
average,  shipped  annually  from  Calcutta  for  the  use  of  the  Chinese  and 
Japanese,  and  the  consumption  could  be  increased  if  the  roots  could  be 
obtained  at  a  cheap  rate.    The  price  varies  from  R20  to  R25  per  cwt. 

The  following  were  the  exports  of  the  roots  from  Bombay  during 
1891  :— 


To  China  (H/>n^;^Kong)     .^  ^.  •         •         .         .    3,200  cwts. 

.       237    „ 

3437 


To  China  (Honff-Kong)     . 
„  The  Straits  (Penang  and  Singapore) 


AdnlteratiOfi.— As  regards  the  adulteration  of  the  roots  it  is  stated 
m  the  Pharmacographia  Indica  that  ''the  natives  of  Kashmfr  say 
that  this  drug  is  apt  to  be  adulterated  with  five  or  six  other  kinds  of  roots. 
In  1859  a  communication  was  made  to  the  Agri- Horticultural  Society  of 

^!**^l^,,^*  ^^®  '^*''  ®"®  ^^^^  ^*  *"^  t^«  otner  ih^th.  They  were  from 
the  hills  of  the  Kangra  district  bordering  on  Chumba.  The  kit  was 
identified  as  the  Costus,and  the  thith  was  believed  to  be  the  root  of  Salvia 
lanata,  which  was  said  to  be  common  also  in  Kashmfr,  where  it  is  used 
to  adulterate  kit.  Subsequendy  Mr.  H.  Cope  of  Amritsar  contributed 
some  remarks  to  the  same  Society  on  the  adulterations  of  this  drug. 
"This  adulteration,*'  he  says,  "is  now  (i860)  carried  to  such  a  pitch 
with  the  assistance  not  only  of  the  tit  (which  so  closely  resembles  Ike 
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I  Adulterattort. 

genuifie  article  in  every  respect  but  its  equalities  that  it  is  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish the  one  from  the  other  after  admixture,  which  imparts  to  the  false 
the  odour  of  the  true  drug),  but  with  other  foreign  substances  (of  which 
cow-dun^  is  one)  that  I  have  ascertained  as  a  fact  that  the  more  unsau- 
pulous  dealers  use  some  loft  of  the  hit  to  flavour  50ft  of  trash.  I  am 
told  that  two  other  substances,  resembling  ^e  genuine  article  in  exterior 
appearance,  have  been  ascertained  to  serve  as  ingredients  in  the  mixture 
sent  to  Calcutta  and  Bombay  for  exportation  to  iThina  under  the  name  of 
patchak.  They  are  a  root  called  chog,  brought  from  the  hills,  which  is 
generally  reported  to  be  a  deletenons  drug,  and  ntrhisf,  the  root  of  a 
species  of  Aconitum,*  probably  a  virulent  poison.  With  r^ard  to  Mr. 
Cope's  remarks,  we  may  mention  thai  thiav  is  no  difficulty  m  obtaining 
genuine  parcels  of  Costus  in  Bombay.  Perhaps  the  adulterated  article 
may  be  specially  prepared  for  the  Chma  market." 

In  Bengal  kut  is  adulterated  with  the  root  of  Lagtnaria  vulgaris 
(Bottle  Gourd).  When  this  plant  is  mature,  the  root  and  a  portion  oT  the 
stem  are  cut  into  small  pieces,  which  are  steeped  for  some  time  in  an 
infusion  of  real  hit  In  this  way  they  are  so  saturated  with  the  smell  of 
the  kut  that  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  them  from  the  genuine  article. 
The  only  way  to  distinguish  them  is  to  cut  them  with  a  knife.  The  true 
hit  roots  cut  sharp  ai:3  clean,  whereas  those  of  the  gourd  present  a 
lacerated  surface. 


Edgar  Thurston, 
Offg.  Reporter  on  Economic  ProducU 
to  the  Government  cf  India, 


*•  la  the  Dfctioosry  of  JScooomic  Prcduds  th«  ^iodftal  adiitenots  are  said  to 
ein.toJi>ea  spedeB  oi  Ug^datiM.9>xil^^o^lb^Acomtum^ 
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Mr.  J.  S.  Gamble  recently  sent  me  samples  of  three  qualities  oE  lac 
from  the  forests  of  Eastern  Saharanpur^  biwalikf>|  with  a  view  to  their 
values  in  the  market  being  obtained. 

The  samples  were  submitted  to  Messrs.  Jardine,  Skinnei:  &  Co., 
Calcutta^  to  whose  Manager  at  Mirzapore  I  am  indebted  for  the 
following  report  (January^  189  3)  :— 

**  Sample  No.  1  appears  to  be  seed-lac  from  fairly  good  new  Bysakee  stiok-lao,  but 
it  has  betfi  ffround  somewhat  too  fine,  and  has  not  been  thoionghly  washed,  as  there  is 
Btill  a  good  deal  of  the  oolonring  matter  remaining  in  the  particles.  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  a  mannd  or  a  maund  and  a  half  of  this  to  convert  into  shellac,  when  I  should 
be  in  a  position  to  put  a  price  on  it.  No  proper  test  can  be  made  without  making 
shellac  from  the  above  quantity.  In  any  case,  however,  I  should  be  prepared  to  give 
1125  a  maund  for  it  in  the  present  state  of  the  sheUac  market. 

"  Samples  Nos.  2  and  $  appear  to  be  from  Bysakee  or  mixed  Bysakee  and  Katkee 
htick-lac.  No.  2  seems  to  have  been  partly  washed.  No.  3  not.  They  both  partake 
of  the  quality  of  one  of  our  by-products,  viz.,  Molumma,  and  I  cannot  say  whether  they 
would  fetch  more  than  BIO  or  B12  as  Molumma  in  the  baz^  here.  They  are  what 
natives  like  for  mixing  with  fairly  good  seed-lac  for  making  the  T.  N.  mark,  and  they 
might  fetch  the  price  mentioned  for  this  purpose ;  but  they  are  of  no  use  to  us  for  any 
of  our  present  marks.  I  should  imagine  from  their  appearance  that  the  stick-lac  from 
which  they  were  taken  was  either  somewhat  old  or  else  partly  blouked." 

Mr.  Gamble  writes  that  he  has  sent  one  maund  of  lac  to  be  experi- 
mented  with^  that  he  can  collect  a  large  quantity  of  it-^  and  that  bin 
ranger  is  '^ planting''  it  on  trees.  ■  Some  good  sealing  wax  has  been 
made  from  the  lac  and  resin  combined. 


Indian  Woods  for  Tba-boxbs. 

The  following  report  by  the  Bombay-Barma  Trading  Corporation  on 
didu  (Bomhax  insigne)  timber  sent  by  the  Conservator  of  Forests, 
Pegu  Circle^  is  published  in  continuation  of  the  note  on  this  subject 
which  has  already  appeared  in  the  appendix  series  (November  1892)  : — 

"Three  of  the  22  logs  received  have  now  been  converted  with  the  following 
results : — 

No. 


Girth.  Length. 

Round. 

Box  material. 

Tone.   Ft. 

Ins.  Fls. 

Tone  Ft          Ine.   Pla. 

1. 

6'  0"     20* 

0     45 

0     0 

0       24              0     10 

2. 

4'  8"    22' 

0    29 

11     4 

0       11           11       0 

3. 

6'  2"    21' 

0    35 

0     5 

nU. 

"  Logs  Nos.  1  and  2  tnmed  out  very  well,  the  timber  being  sound  close  up  to  the 
heart,  and  there  was  no  great  waste  except  in  sawdust.  Log  No.  3  (possibly  not  didu) 
appeared  to  be  equallv  sound  on  the  outside*  but  on  being  converted  it  proved  to  be 
riddled  with  worm  holes  throughout  its  entire  length,  and  scarcely  a  single  sound 
board  wss  obtained  from  this  log.  The  timber  on  first  being  converted  has  a  strong 
disagreeable  smell,  but  this  quioidy  disappears  with  the  Fap  when  the  board^  are 
piled  with  spaces  between  them  so  as  to  allow  the  air  to  oircuUte  freely.  A  good 
number  of  the  boards  are  now  found  to  be  slightly  warped,  but  this  is  owing  to  their 
having  been  exposed  to  the  cold  winds  which  have  prevailed  of  late,  and  even  teak 
boards  would  probably  «carcel  y  have  fared  better  under  these  circumstances. 
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weighed  \ 

same  b<iard  to-day  (18th  January)  weighs  lift  13  oz.,  showing  that  it  has  lost  nearly 

50^  of  its  sap  in  34  days,  and  it  is  now  quite  sweet  and  apparently  weU  seasoned.    In 

appearanoe  the  converted  timber  is  not  unlike  ordinary  white  deafly  and  riioald  jropir 

care  be  taken   in  seasoning  it,  it  would  possibly  prove  a  suitable  wood' lor  tea^boxest 

packing  cases,  elo. 

**  Should  the  timber  be  floated  into  Rangoon,  esere  wonldhave  tabe  taken  to  avoid 
allowing  the  logs  to  remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  the  water,  or  there  would  be  na- 
merons  cases  similar  to  log  No.  3|.  where  the  logs  would  be  utterly  worthless. 

**  We  are  sending  some  complete  sample  boxes  to  all  the  Indian  tea-exporting  ports 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  opinion  of  consumers  on  thcT  suitability  of  the  wood." 


Gums  of  Fiivnus  Communis  and  Prunus  Pudddm. 

Id  1890  the  Secretary  of  State  asked  that  the  Eew  Muaeum  might  be 
supplied  with  samples  of  what  is  known  as  Persian  (Khordofnu)  gnin. 
Mr,  Tbiselton  Dyer  stated  that  commercial  attention  had  been  drawn  io 
the  Persian  gum  exported  from  Bushire,  and  believed  to  find  its  way  into 
commerce  as  Kboidofan  gum,  and  suggested  that  it  might  be  the  ^o- 
duce  of  Prunus  boikarenns,  Boyle  (=si'.  camwunu^  the  oommon  Plum 
or  Alucha),  or  of  Prunus  puddnm.  Bosh,  (the  wild  Cherry  of  the  Hima- 
laya). 

The  question  was  re*Brr«d  to  Dr.  G.  WatA,  who  stKted  that  'P. 
pnddum  is  the  so-called  wild,  cherry  from  which  the  cherry  brandy  of 
Simla  is  made.  The  dry  plums  that  come  from  Bokhara  were  the  cause  of 
Boyle  giving  the  name  P.  bokharenn$^  but  whether  the  tree  from  which 
they  are  collected  is  specifically  distinct  from  the  ordiaary  Simla  Plum 
(P.  communis)  no  one  knows.  I  understand,  however,  that  Mr.  Parsons 
of  the  Annandale  Gardens,  Simla,  got  the  dry  plums  of  Bokhara  and 
sowed  the  seed.  These  have  grown  into  trees  at  Annandale,  and  on  two 
occasions  I  asked  Mr.  Parsons  to  dry  for  me  ]^ants  showing  flower  and 
fruit,  to  see  if  they  differed  from  the  ordinary  plum  which  is  conunon  all 
about  Simla,  but  never  as  a  naturalised  tree.  There  are  two  forms :— (a) 
one  with  small  flowers,  which  I  suspect  may  prove  to  be  P.  boiiarensit, 
and  of  which  there  is  a  tree  growing  in  the  plot  of  ground  opposite  the 
Simla  kacherf ;  {b)  a  large  flowered  form,  common  on'  the  rightbsnd  side 
of  the  road  to  the  U.  S.  Club,  which  is  the  oommon  fruit-fairing  plum 
sold  in  Simla  from  April  to  June/' 

The  following  reports  have  been  submitted  by  the  Deputy  Coiteervator 
of  Forests,  Simla  Hill  Tracts  Division^  and  Deputy  ConaerviUxv  of 
Forests,  Amballa  Division  :*- 

"  I  hare  the  honour  to  advise  the  despatch  of  the  foUowing  goma : — 

Pmnus  communis         .         .         .         •         .         .         •    9    02. 
„        puddum 11}    „ 

"  It  appears  that  gum  erodes  from  these  species  during  the  rains,  and  thai  collected 
from  P.  communis  is  from  the  large-flowered  torm." 

Ul  February,  1892.  Depuij/  Conservator  of  Forests, 

Simla  Hill  Tracts, 
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"Mr.  Parsons  informB  me  that  all  the  plum  trees  at  present  in  the  Annandale 
dardens  were  in  exiiptence  before  he  came  to  Simla.  They,  however,  are  not  indige- 
BOQB,  and  were  in  all  probability  raised  from  seed,  although  it  is  now  impossible  to 
disoover  where  this  seed  was  obtained  from. 

''Of  these  Annandale  plum  trees  theue  appear  to  be  two  kinds,  which  are  lespeo- 
tiTelj  known  looally  as  Alu-bokhtfra  and  AMcha.*  Both  thef«  trees  exude  gams, 
but  il  is  not  possible  to  collect  good  specimens  at  present,  as  I  find  that  the  venr  £eavy 
rainfall  of  the  wet  season,  when  the  gum  is  said  to  be  exnded,  more  or  less  washes  away 
the  gum,  and  rendeis  any  that  may  remain  on  the  tree  unfit  for  specimens." 

G.  S.  Habt, 
Offg*  Z>y.  Contervator  of  Forests^  Amhalla  Divn, 


Rhba.  (Raiii^)  Fibbb. 
{Bdekmeritt  Nivea,) 

I  have  received  a  prospectus  of  the  Indian  Husbandry  Company, 
Limited,  which  has  secured  200  acres  of  suitable  land  about  90  minuter' 
journey  by  rail  from  Calcutta,  and  is  in  treaty  for  about  8(>0  acres  of 
land  close  to  the  above. 

The  object  of  the  Company  is  to  grow  and  manufacture  rhea,  flax, 
jute,  hemp  and  other  pvodoets  on  a  eummarcial  scale, 

*'  Ehea/'  it  is  stated  in  the  prospectus,  **  is  an  indigenous  perennial 
plant  propagated  by  roots,  cuttings  or  suckers,  and  yields,  in  some  places, 
five  eropa  in  a  year.  Its  fibre  is  placed  in  a  pre-emineiit  position  by  its 
inherent  physical  properties  :  fineness,  length,  lustra,  strength,  Kghtness^ 
durability  and  resistance  to  water,  which  favour  its  application  to  various 
textile  ff^rics.  It  is  already  being  converted  in  Europe  into  imitation- 
silk  fabxios,  handkercbiels,  neckerchiefs,  ladies'  scarves,  umbrella  and 
parasol  covers,  waistcloth,  etc.,  etc.  It  stands  a  strong  rival  to  the 
finest  varieties  of  flax,  and  in  canvas  and  sail-cloth  its  superiority  over 
flax  is  undoubted.  It  admits  of  advantageous  admixture  with  woo]  as 
well  as  with  silk,  and  the  Mioils'  or  the  waste  of  the  fibre,  when  cut 
into  lengths  of  1  inches  and  mixed  with  cotton  in  the  willow  machine, 
render  the  yam  stronger  nnd  shining/' 

Mr.  J.  Cameron,  Superintendent,  Botanical  Gardens,  Bangalore, 
writes  to  me  that  he  has  been  selling  Bbea  roots  at  a  nominal  charge  of 
B25  per  1^000,  and  that  he  still  has  several  thousand  in  stock  and  could 
easily  increase  the  nursery  stock  enormously. 

In  the  'Eew  Bulletin/  October,  1892,  it  is  stated  that '<  what  Kttie 
interest  is  at  present  being  taken  in  extracting  Ramie  fibre  from'Boeh- 
meria  nivea  appears  to  be  centred  at  Belfast." 

According  to  'Indian  Textile  Industries,'  November,  1892, ''the 
Bank  of  France  will  have  their  new  issue  of  notes  printed  on  paper  made 
from  iU" 

*  Tn  the  XHcttonarj  of  Economic  ProdnctB  the  nftmes  Ala-bokhvn  (yellow)  and  Aldoba  (yellow)  are 
ffiTtn  for  the  frolt  of  P.  cowmwins. 
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Silk-cotton  Treb. 


In  an  article  entitled  '*J7»  nouveau  service forestier  sous  les  tropiques/' 
contributed  to  the  Bevue  des  Eaux  ei  Forets^  10th  December  1892, 
M.  A.  Chavegrin  writes  from  Reunion  as  follows : — 

'*  I  plant  out  in  some  moist  localities  the  wool-giving  treet  Bombax  malaharicum. 
The  timber  of  this  species  is  yalaeless,  bat  the  fruit  oapsales,  which  the  tree  pro- 
duces from  the  a^^re  of  five  years  onwards,  contain  a  valuable  down,  for  which  h» 
much  as  five  francs  per  kilo  is  given.  In  certain  yearst  when  there  have  been  no 
violent  gusts  of  wind,  the  tree  at  ten  years  of  age  can  yield  as  much  as  ten  kilogs  of 
woolly  stufi^,  but  this  figure  is  a  maximum  which  is  very  rarely  reached." 

In  the  British  Trade  Journal,  let  January  1893,  it  is  stated  that  **  the  export  in 
kapok  {Bomhax  or  Eriodendron  ?)  in  Ceylon  is  of  very  recent  origin,  and  that,  since 
an  export  trade  has  begun,  the  demand  lias  increased  ho  much  that  not  only  is  kapok 
carefully  collected  from  the  trees  growing  wild,  hut  great  care  is  taken  to  preserve 
it,  and  plant  new  trees  wherever  the  opportunity  occurs.  There  is  a  large  demand 
for  tlie  article  in  Australia,  where  it  is  used  in  the  manofaoture  of  pillows  and 
cushions  ;  and  it  is  also  exported  to  Holland  and  F^'ii  where  it  is  said  to  be  used  for 
the  manufacture  of  cloth." 


Blackwood  or  Rosewood. 
{Dalbergia  Latifolia,) 
For  the  following  note  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Gamble  :— 

**  The  rate  (£13-10  per  ton)  quoted  in  the  '  Manual  of  Indian  Timbers '  was  fof  an 
exceptionally  fine  large  piece  of  nandsome  grain.  But  I  believe  that  good  Mysore 
or  Wynand  Blackwood  would  fetch  £8  to  £10  per  ton  an v  day  if  sent  in  regular  sup- 
plies in  good  sQuares  of  sound  wood  and  carefully  seasoned. 

"  I  used  to  DC  very  sore  at  having  to  sell  my  Mudumalai  and  Benn^  Blackwood  at 
4 — 6  annas  a  cubic  foot  in  the  forest,  knowing  its  value  in  Europe ;  and  I  contem- 
plated arranging  for  departmental  transport  to  the  coast  at  Calient  or  Tellicherry, 
cart  to  the  Nilambur  river  down  the  Karkoor  ghkt,  or  through  Vayitri  and  then 
floating.  The  timber  on  the  western  gh&ta  runs  big.  I  have  seen  logs  of  2  feet 
square  (4  square  feet)  on  the  section  and  20  feet  long,  and  pieces  in  squares  of  18 
inches  side  are  not  uncommon. 

*'  In  these  days  of  low  exchange,  the  trade  in  Rosewood  (as  they  must  call  it  to 
make  the  dealers  understand)  ought  to  pay  well,  and  I  should  not  be  enrprised  if  the 
Australiun  market  were  even  better  than  the  English.  It  is  just  the  question  of  the 
fashion.  At  one  time  I  can  remember  Rosewood  veneerKl  furniture  was  the  eomct 
thing ;  then  at  another  it  was  '  Mahogany ';  at  another  *  Bird's-eye  Maple.'  Then  came 
in  the  American  *  Black  Walnut'  Now  I  suppose  *  Fadauk,'  and  possibly  Alhhzia 
or  '  East  Indian  Walnut,'  will  have  a  run,  but  the  fashion  may  easily  go  back  t* 
Rosewood.  The  pieces  used  need  not  always  be  very  large.  Clearly  large  logs  of 
ordinary  wood  have  the  best  sale,  but  good  small  loses  of  pretty  figure  would  possibly 
be  better,  and  then  the  handsome  Rosewood  of  the  Gircars  and  North  Bengal  might 
pay  to  export.  Foster  at  page  301  of  '  Indian  Forester,'  July  number,  says  there  i^ 
just  now  a  heavy  demand  at  about  12  annas  per  cubic  foot  in  Coorg,  but  he  does  not 
say  where  it  goes  to." 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  Churchill  and  Sim's  Cironlar, 
1892:  — 

Rosewood,  East  India. 

January  /«^.— Good  logs  are  now  in  demand^  and  moderate  imports 
would  sell  well. 
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Fdruarjf  3rd.'^Gooi  wood  is  asked  for^  and  large,  sound  lo^s  would 
sell  well^  as  the  only  stock  consists  of  ^mail  and  poor  wc  d. 

£7  to  £11. 

Marei  3rd. — Large^  good  logs  are  asked  for,  and,  if  shipped  in  mode- 
Jate  quantities,  would  sell  welL 

£7  to  £11. 

Jpril  4th. — For  good  loors  of  large  sizes  satisfactory  prices  are  ob« 
tainable,  but  to  maintain  present  figures  imports  must  not  be  loo 
heayy. 

£7  to  £11. 

June  ^A.-»A  fair  demand,  although  prices  are  a  little  easier. 

£7  to  £11. 

September  5M.— The  demand  remains  very  quiet,  and  sales  low,  the 
tendency  of  prices  being  rather  easier. 

£7  to  £10. 

November  5^^.— Sales  are  not  easily  effected^  as  there  is  no  activity  in 
the  demand;  therefore  stocks,  although  not  excessive^  are  quite 
sufficient. 

£5  to  £9. 

December  7M.— Some  small  sales  have  been  effected  at  rather  easier 
prices. 

£5  to  £9. 


In^diin  Musbum,  Edgar  Thurston. 

Calcutta. 


^vt.  of  ludia  Central  Printing  Offic«.— No.  1037  R.  &  A.— 23-6-93.-670.— J.  O'B. 
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[  ThiB  series  deals  wHH  tHe  eoonomio  nses  of  forest  products,  and  is  edited  by 
Mr,  £.  Thurston,  now  officiating  as  Reporter  on  Bconomio  Products  to 
tlie  Govemment  of  India,  J 
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Note  on  the  Sea-borne  Export  Trade  in  Timber  from 

Tenasserim. 

Tbnassbeim  vas  ceded  to  the  British  in  1826,  but,  as  noted  in  the 
British  Burma  Gazetteer,  Burma  had  long  before  that  year  been  a  great 
timber-exporting  country.  The  bulk  of  the  timber  in  former  days  used  to 
Reexported  from  the  port  of  Mouhnein,  and  " Moulmein  Teak ^^  was 
well  known  and  appreciated  for  its  good  qualities,  so  that  for  many 
years  all  Teak  exported  from  Burma  went  under  tiiat  name. 

The  Customs  Office  in  Moulmein  was  first  organized  in  the  year 
1865,  80  that  previous  to  that  year  no  figures  of  the  actual  export  of 
timber  are  obtainable. 

The  accompanying  tables  contain  all  the  available  figures  of  the 
export  trade  in  timber  from  the  year  1855-56  to  the  year  1891-9a.  It 
uill  be  convenient  to  divide  the  export  trade  under  two  heads  :  — 

(1)  The  fea-bome  export  trade  in  Teak. 

(2)  The  eea-bome  export  trade  in  all  other  kinds  of  timber. 

Of  the  Teak  timber  exported  from  Moidmein  previous  to  the  year 
1 855,  it  is  more  than  probable  ^bsA  a  large  proportion  was  obtained  from 
the  forests  in  British  territory,  and  especaally  from  the  valleys  of  the 
Ataran,  the  Salwjeen,  and  its  tributaries,  the  Yemzalin  and  Domdami, 
But  as  the  forests  here,  more  particularly  tiiose  in  the  Ataran,  were 
ruthlessly  worked  and  denuded  under  leases  issued  to  private  individuals, 
the  supply  soon  began  to  fall  off,  and  timber  traders  had  to  go  further 
mland  to  the  Thaungyin  valley,  to  Karrenni^and  the  Shan  States.  The 
actual  imports  of  foreign  timber,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  commenced 
on  or  about  the  year  1848;  but  the  import  figures  in  the  Kado  Depot 
records  extend  back  only  as  far  as  the  year  1859-60,  in  which  year  the 
import  of  foreign  Teak  is  shown  to  be  considerable,  and  it  has  been 
maintained  since. 

Prom  the  table  (Annexure  A)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  export  of  Teak 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and,  in  fact,  to  all  foreign  ports,  varies  more  or 
less  from  year  to  year.  There  has  never  been  a  steady  increase  or  » 
steady  decrease. 

Leaving  out  the  last  two  years,  the  export  to  the  United  Kingdom 
was  highest  in  the  year  1864-1865,  when  58,089  tons  were  exported,  and 
lowest  in  1886-87,  when  it  fell  to  8,531  tons. 

In  the  years  1890-91  and  1891*92  the  decrease  in  the  amount 
exported  was  remarkable,  coming  to  onJy  6,451  tons  in  1890-91  and 
6,881  tons  in  1891-92,  as  against  28,555  tons  in  1889-90. 

To  Indian  ports  the  export  of  Teak  rose  from  8,191  tons  in  1855-56 
to  80,229  in  1857-58. 

Prom  that  year,  like  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  amount 
exported  has  varied  from  year  to  year,  the  highest  export  being  95,997 
tons  in  1887-88. 

Daring  the  last  three  years  the  trade  has  been  fairly  steady. 
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The  export  trade  to  Egypt,  Port  Said,  and  Cape  Colony  up  to  the 
year  1878-79  was  very  desultory.  Since  the  latter  year  an  amount, 
which,  however,  varies  considerably,  has  been  steadily  exported. 

Records  exist  of  only  two  small  exports  to  Australian  and  American 
ports. 

The  exports  to  provincial  ports  have  never  reached  any  very  high 
figure.  The  largest  amount,  6,080  tons,  was  exported  in  the  year 
1887-88, 

Annexure  D  shows  the  prices  obtained  for  articles  manufactured  from 
Teak,  of  which  there  has  been  an  export  since  the  year  1866-67. 

The  present  state  and  future  prospects  of  the  Teak  trade  of  Moulmein 
are  not  hopeful. 

Of  late  years,  and  especially  during  the  last  two  or  three,  there  haa 
been  not  only  a  considerable  falling  ott  in  the  exports,  but  a  great  lack 
in  such  exports  of  timber  of  good  length  and  girth. 

The  reasons  for  the  decrease  in,  and  of  the  inferiority  of,  exports  are, 
briefly,  the  competition  of  Bangkok  and  Rangoon,  which  has  acted  most 
unfavourably  on  the  exports  from  Moulmein,  the  forests  in  Britiph 
territory  being  fearfully  overworked,  and  the  timber  now  drawn  from 
them  being  most  inferior  in  quaUty,  while  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the 
imports  of  foreign  Teak  will  b^in  to  fail  at  no  distant  date. 

Already  within  the  last  eight  years  the  imports  of  f ultsized  Teak  logs 
has  fallen  ofE  from  1,41,774  in  1884-85  to  54,875  in  1891-92. 

Timber  importers  also  complain  that  the  extraction  of  Teak  in  foreig>n 
territory  beeomes  more  expensive  year  by  year  by  reason  of  the  forests 
in  the  vicinity  of  floating  streams  being  utterly  exhausted  and  timber 
of  any  value  being  now  found  only  at  great  distances  from  such  streams, 
entailing  often  a  two-years'  drag. 

The  figures  of  the  export  of  the  sea-borne  trade  of  woods  other 
than  Teak  have  been  traced  back  to  as  far  as  1866-67.  What  kinds  of 
wood  were  exported  between  the  years  1866  and  1872  is  not  known, 
no  record  beyond  the  mere  figures  of  the  export  existing. 

In  1872-73  Padauk  {Pteroearjms  indieut)  and  Pyinma  (^o^^r- 
s^rcemia  Flos^regina)  were  exported. 

In  1 873-74,  the  exports  were  1,330  tons  of  Thitka  {Pentaee  burma- 
niea)  and  Thitkado  (Cedrela  Toona),  88  tons  of  Pyinma,  50  tons  of 
Padauk,  and  50  tons  of  Thingan  (Hopea  odorata). 

In  1874-75  616  tons  of  Thitka  and  Thitkado  and  576  tons  of 
Padauk,  Ingyin  {Skorea  siamensis),  Pyinkado  {Xylia  dolabriformU)^  and 
other  woods  made  up  the  exports. 

Of  the  exports  from  1875  to  1882,  Padauk  timber  formed  a  notable 
portion.     In  those  years  the  exports  of  this  timber  were  as  follows  :— 

Tods. 

1876-76  145 

1876-77  148 

1877-78  188 

1878-79  77 

1879-80  169 

1880-81  163 

1881-82  268 

The  balance  of  the  exports  was  made  up  by  woods  of  other  kinds^  but 
there  are  no  records  to  show  what  these  woods  were. 
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In  1882-83  the  exports  consisted  of  166  tons  of  Pyinma,  81  tons  of 
Padauk;  and  25  toDs  of  Ingjin,  the  balance  consisting  of  Pjinkado  and 
woods  for  tea  boxes. 

In  1883*84  the  exports  were  249  tons  of  Padauk^  and  the  balance 
of  Pvinkado  and  woods  for  tea  boxes. 

In  1884-85^  141  tons  of  Padauk  were  exported^  while  Thitka  and 
other  woods  for  tea  boxes  amounted  to  8^618  tons. 

In  1886-86  the  exports  were  16  tons  of  In^in  and  about  400 
tons  of  Padank.  There  was  also  some  selected  Thitka  shipped  to  the 
Home  market  as  an  experimental  consignment.  The  demands  for 
woods  for  tea  boxes  fell  off  owing  to  the  low  prices  at  which  second- 
class  teak  was  obtainable. 

In  1886-87  about  siOO  tons  of  Padauk  were  exported,  and  the 
demand  for  woods  for  tea  boxes'  improved  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  Moulmein  tea  boxes  being  considered  superior  to  the  Assam  ones. 

In  1887-88^  139  tons  of  Padauk  were  exported,  and  Kanyin  having 
Yjeen  accepted  in  lieu  of  Thitka^  Pyinma,  and  Thitya  {Skorea  odtusa), 
for  the  manufacture  of  tea  boxes^  the  demand  for  these  continue  to 
increase. 

In  1888-89^  190  tons  of  Padauk  were  exported,  with  about  32  tons  of 
Ingyin. 

In  1889-90  the  exports  of  Padauk  were  160  tons. 

In  1890-91,  87  tons  of  Padauk  were  shipped,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  exports  for  the  last  two  years  were  mostly  Kanyin  (Dipterocarpus) 
and  Pyinma.  The  demand  for  Moulmein  tea  boxes,  owing  to  those 
shipped  from  Japan  being  preferred  on  account  of  their  cheapness, 
showed  a  decided  falling  off. 

Prom  Mergui  the  exports  from  the  year  1866-67  to  1876-77  were 
mostly  Thingan  timber.  The  shipments  made  after  these  vears  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  Pyinkado  and  some  Gangaw  (Mesua  ferrea)  sleepers. 

The  exports  from  Tavoy  were  nearly  all  Pyinkado  sleepers  and  scant- 
lings^ and  a  small  quantity  of  Thitka.  During  the  last  few  years  the 
tnide  in  these  has  shown  a  marked  increase. 

The  exports  of  boat-hulls  have  been  traced  from  1885-86  on- 
wards. 

The  export  trades  in  woods  other  than  Teak  to  the  Unit'Cd  Kingdom, 
to  Egypt,  and  to  European  ports  has  never  been  of  any  extent;  in  tact, 
the  export  being  rarely  other  than  experimental  consignments. 

To  Indian  ports  it  increased  steadily  up  to  the  year  1883-84,  after 
which  there  was  a  marked  decline.  During  the  last  three  years,  how- 
ever, the  demand  seems  to  be  increasing. 

To  provincial  ports  there  has  been  a  small  export  since  the  year 
1877-78,  the  exports  for  the  year  1891-92  in  these  woods  showing  a 
marked  increase  on  previous  years. 

The  present  prospect  of  the  trade  in  woods  other  than  Teak  is  en- 
couraging. Owing  to  many  new  lines  of  railway  being  started  in  India, 
the  demand  for  sleepers  has  increased  considerably.  The  bulk  of  these 
has  hitherto  consisted  of  Pyinkado,  but  owing  to  the  keen  competition 
amon£^  traders  and  the  difficulty  experienced  in  the  conversion  of 
Pyinkado  (one  of  the  hardest  woods  in  the  forests),  a  vast  number  of 
sleepers  of  other  woods  during  the  last  two  years  have  been  shipped  to 
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the  Indian  market.  Among  tlie  vroois  tried  have  been  two,  Kanyin  and 
Ingyin,  which  are  certainly  unsnltable  to  the  parpose,  and  efforts  have 
been  made  to  introdnoe  Pyinma,  a  far  saperior  wood  for  sleepers. 

Under  the  orders  of  the  Chiei  Commissioner  of  Burma^  the  State 
Bailways  in  Borma  have  taken  over  a  oonrignment  of  sleepers  of  this 
wood  for  trials  and  qnite  lately  shipments  of  the  same  have  been 
made  by  Tarious  timber-dealers  to  India.  Pyinma^  it  may  be  noted^  is 
saperior  to  Fjrinkado  in  that  it  is  more  easily  worked  and  has  more 
lasting  powers,  especially  in  damp  sitaations.  As  a  material  for  house* 
building,  Pyisma  is  as  good  almost  as  Teak,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to 
introduce  the  wood  for  that  purpose  also. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  supply  of  all  these  woods,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Ingyin  and  of  Pyinma,  so  far  as  the  Tenasserim  Forest  Cirde  is 
concerned,  is^limited,  and  should  the  demands  for  them  inerease  much, 
under  the  existing  system  of  extraction  under  licenses,  the  forests  will  be 
more  or  less  depleted  of  these  woods. 

MouLHBiN.  C.  T.  BINGHAM,  Major, 

Conservator  of  Forests, 

Tenas^rm  Circle^ 
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Sea-borne  trade  in  woods  other  than  Teak  from  iloulmein. 


United 
Kingdom. 

EUBOPSAN 
POBTS. 

Indian 
Posts. 

EOTPT-PoBT 

Said. 

Provinciai* 
Ports. 

YSAR. 

h 

1 

1 

1 

.1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

fi 

R 

R 

R 

R 

1866^7 

<•• 

... 

303 

20,150 

... 

... 

... 

1867-68 

... 

... 

413 

47,467 

.M 

... 

... 

... 

1869-70 

.. 

... 

... 

24 

770 

... 

... 

.^ 

1870-71 

... 

... 

... 

783 

18,390 

... 

... 

1872-73 

... 

590 

23,800 

... 

•a. 

... 

1873-74 

1,105 

49,424 

203 

9,210 

... 

... 

... 

1874-75 

14 

619 

1,010 

58,6'/5 

... 

... 

... 

1875-76 

... 

... 

145 

9,761 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1876-77 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1877-78 

.. 

... 

25 

241 

... 

... 

... 

62 

1878-79 

81 

1,115 

15 

... 

144 

4,650 

... 

••• 

127 

4^399 

1879-80 

58 

1.866 

1 

15 

800 

46,781 

128 

5,635 

223 

7,358 

1880-81 

5 

220 

... 

... 

1,248 

87,333 

... 

... 

515 

25,619 

1881-82 

3 

140 

... 

... 

1,477 

94,610 

... 

... 

1,720 

66^59 

1882-83 

11 

600 

... 

... 

3,103 

1,86,224 

... 

... 

1,805 

«5.353 

1883-84 

6 

280 

... 

... 

4,284 

2,47,076 

.*. 

... 

2,017 

68,241 

1884-85 

22 

1,170 

14 

283 

2.557 

1,50,053 

... 

... 

1.161 

38,631 

1885-86 

... 

... 

... 

2,777 

1.76.283 

... 

... 

434 

14,674 

1886-87 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1.391 

85,962 

6 

130 

190 

8,081 

1887-88 

... 

... 

... 

827 

48,416 

... 

... 

400 

14,806 

1888-89 

... 

... 

1 

48 

1,932 

86,183 

•  ... 

... 

718 

a0,948 

1889-90 

56 

2,717 

... 

... 

4.809 

2,09,780 

... 

... 

1,391 

66.089 

1890-91 

... 

112 

4,661 

3.028 

1,11,886 

25 

735 

1.459 

50.813 

1891-92 

42 

1,677 

... 

... 

4,420 

1,92,177 

137 

6,568 

2,060 

78,680 
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Sleepers  and  Railway  Keys  from  Moulmein. 


SLEEPERS. 

RAILWAT  KEYS. 

Ybab.     - 

Inpiak  Posts. 

Indian  and  othbb 
Pouts. 

United  Kingdom. 

Qaantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

fi 

» 

R 

1882-83      . 

658 

1,178 

10.976 

31.938 

1883-84      . 

... 

,,, 

7,090 

18»847 

*•• 

■  .. 

1884.85      . 

••• 

••• 

4,625 

10,505 

•t. 

... 

1885-86      . 

... 

10.528 

26,142 

,,, 

,j 

1886-87       .      '   . 

19,800 

49.266 

9,261 

28.211 

,,, 

... 

1887-88 

1,044 

5,730 

8.554 

15.845 

1,127 

1,691 

1888-89       . 

... 

... 

9.880 

21,143 

•.. 

... 

1889-90       . 

6,791 

17,330 

7,078 

15,758 

••. 

... 

1890-91 

8,189 

14,980 

1,048 

1,H43 

... 

... 

1891-92 

31.790 

84^557 

2.142 

7,172 

... 

... 

D 

Teak  ma»ufaeture» from  MonlmeiH. 


Ybab. 

United 

Continental 

Egypt. 

I  ndian 

Kingdom. 

Porte. 

etc. 

Porte. 

1866-67           .... 

.•• 

... 

2,134 

1868-69 

.... 

... 

4.444 

1869-70 

..• 

... 

5.615 

1870-71 

... 

... 

1,090 

1871-72 

... 

... 

2,612 

1872-73 

... 

... 

6.873 

1878-74 

... 

... 

792 

1874-75 

... 

... 

306 

1879-80 

... 

... 

1880-81 

... 

... 

... 

1881-82 

... 

... 

109,877 

1882-83 

... 

... 

121,437 

1883-84 

1.8OT 

270 

... 

92,084 

1884-85 

90S 

180 

1,169 

117,107 

1885-86 

... 

... 

1371 

71,668 

1886-87 

747 

2,066 

3,522 

85,283 

1887-88 

... 

982 

4,318 

233.711 

1888-89 

••' 

1.844 

2,607 

172.959 

1889-90 

640 

196 

992 

165,069 

1890-91 

20 

3,518 

1.523 

163.348 

1891-98 

... 

1,308 

5,771 

158,161 
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favoy  and  Merg\ 

»«• 

TAVOY. 

IfERGUI. 

Tbab. 

TllCBBB. 

BOAT-HULLB. 

TtlCBBB. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

No. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yalne. 

1866-67      . 

••• 

9 

261 

U67-68      • 

... 

... 

9 

191 

1868-69      . 

••• 

•*. 

... 

16 

44i 

1869-70      • 

... 

..« 

25 

789 

1870-71      . 

a.f 

... 

... 

1871-78      . 

... 

M. 

... 

2 

'  "80 

1872-78       . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

168 

2,386 

1873-74      . 

..1 

... 

... 

S** 

919 

1874-76      . 

.•■ 

... 

... 

... 

66 

1,427 

1875-76      • 

•  •• 

... 

... 

139 

1.169 

1876-77      . 

71 

4,000 

... 

... 

7 

400 

1077-78 

252 

7,778 

••. 

... 

... 

... 

1878-79 

352 

20,000 

«•• 

••• 

SS 

2.900 

1879-80      . 

348 

19,520 

... 

... 

.*. 

1880-81      . 

881 

21,209 

... 

... 

... 

1881-88      . 

767 

86,624 

... 

*«. 

... 

1882-83       . 

726 

26,540 

... 

.•% 

... 

looO-o4        •           • 

606 

31,8i0 

... 

•». 

8 

'204 

1884-85      >. 

97 

29,070 

•  •• 

t.> 

... 

188&*86 

769 

86.088 

24 

25,(M)0 

... 

••• 

1886-87      . 

1,144 

46,223 

39 

84,1^ 

41 

100 

1887-88      . 

917 

34,684 

47 

43,250 

■•• 

•  •• 

1888-89      . 

229 

6,955 

61 

61,500 

. 

^, 

1889-90      . 

133 

5,950 

80 

81.480 

41 

1.679 

1890^     H 

696 

28,031 

107 

1,10.750 

••• 

.  , 

1801-92     « 

645 

21l»230 

121 

1.43,460 

••■ 

«•• 
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[This  product  is  described  in  Dr.  Watt's  Dictionary  of  Econonnic  Prod«cts«  Vol.  1. 

A.  695—705.  ] 


"EAST  INDIAN  WALNUT." 

(ALBIZZIALEBBEK) 


The  object  of  this  hand-book  is  to  bring  to  prominent  notice 
a  timber  which  has  been  occasionally  sent  from  the  Andaman 
Islands  to  London,  where  it  has  commanded  a  ready  sale.  It 
has  a  beautifully  patterned  grain,  and  makes  very  pretty 
furniture. 


The  Siris  tree  (AlbtBzia  Lebbek),  whose  timber  is  called  "  Bast  Indian 
Wainut  *  '*  in  rho  English  market,  is  a  large,  deciduous,  spreading  tree,  be« 
longing  to  the  natural  Order  Leguminosae,  found  wild  or  cultivated  in  most 
parts  of  India ;  growing  in  the  evergreen  forests  in  the  Sub-Himilayan 
Tract  from  the  Indus  eastward,  in  Bengal,  Central  and  Southern  India, 
Burma,  and  the  Andaman  Islands,  and  ascending  to  5,000  feet  in. altitude. 

The  following  account  of  the  wood  is  p^iven  by  Gamble  in  his  '  Manual 
of  Indian  Timbers': — *'Sapwood  large,  white;  heartwood  dark  brown,  hard, 
shining,  mottled  with  deeper  coloured,  longitudinal  streaks.  The  annual 
rings  in  trees  grown  in  the  Panjdb  are  marked  by  a  distinct  line. 

"  Pores  large,  not  numerous,  often  subdivided  and  enclosed  in  patches  of 
softer  whitish  tissue,  which  are  frequently  arranged  in  short  banas.  Pores 
prominent  on  a  loneitudinal  section.    Medullary  ra^s  fine,  very  numerous." 

The  growth  of  the  tree,  which  is  said  to  attain  a  height  of  40^—60  feet  with  a 
girth  of  6—8,  and  at  times  10 — 12  feet,  is  exceedingly  rapid  during  the  first 
Yew  years,  and  Brandis  says,  in  his  'Forest  Flora  of  North- West  and  Central 
India,'  that  trees  in  the  Panjdb  have  2t  feet  girth  in  12  years,  4^  feet  in  30 
years,  and  that  trees  at  Sakhar  in  Sind  17  years  old  have  reached  5  to  6 
feet  in  girth.  This,  as  pointed  out  by  Gamble*  would  give  from  1  to  3 
rings  per  inch  of  radius,  which  is  very  fast. 

jfhe  weight  of  the  wood  is  said  to  be  40  to  6o9)per  cubic  foot.  It  seasons, 
works,  and  polishes  well,  and  is  fairly  durable.  Its  value  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  the  Burmese  Government  fixed  a  higher  tax  upon  the 
felling  of  Kuk-ko  (Albiezia  Lebbek)  than  for  Teak  or  any  other  tree. 

The  wood  is  used  (in  India)  for  picture-frames^  sugarcane-crushers,  oil- 
mills,  furniture,  well  curbs,  canoes  (Burma),  and  wheel-work;  in  South  India 
for  boats.  In  the  Andaman  Islands,  where  trees  of  large  size  are  procurable, 
it  is  utilised  for  building,  and  especially  for  house- posts.  In  the  Deccan 
the  wood  is  considered  as  being  of  excellent  quality.  In  Northern  India 
it  is  considered  unlucky  to  employ  it  in  house  building.  (Drury,  Roxburgh^ 
etc.) 

•  The  true  Walnut  of  India  is  Juglans  rej^,  which  is  very  largely  used  on  the 
Himdlayas  \e,g.,  at  Simla)  for  ornamental  carving  ;  but,  though  some  excellent  planks 
have  been  exported  to  Europe  from  Kulu,  Chamba,  and  Kashmir,  the  timber  does  not 
as  a  ruie  compare  favourably  with  American  Walnut. 
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The  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests,  Andaman  Islands,  in  reply  to  a 
circular  recently  issued  by  Mr.  Ribbentrop,  Inspector  General  of  Forests, 
stated  that  *'  small  Quantities  of  Koko  timber  have  occasionally  been  sent  to 
London  with  the  Paaauk*,  and  have  commanded  a  ready  sale.  It  makes 
pretty  furniture,  having  a  beautifuUv  patterned  grain,  and  works  up  well 
when  carved.  Unfortunately  we  could  not  promise  a  continuous  supply  from 
the  Andamans;  otherwise,  as  the  wood  sells  equally  well  with  Padauk,  we 
should  have  exported  it  regularly.*' 

The  London  sales  of  the  timber  from  the  Andaman  Islands  in  1890-91, 
were  211  cubic  feet  or  4  tons. 

Burrs  of  AlhtBBta  Lebbek,  like  those  of  any  other  furniture  wood,  increase 
m  value  with  the  intricacy  and  rarity  of  the  desig[n,  and  the  size  of  the  burr. 
The  price  of  such  burrs,  which  are  invariably  sliced  up  into  veneer,  is  fre- 
quently ten  to  twenty  times  that  of  the  plain  wooa,  and  as  much  as  a 
hundred  times  the  value  of  the  ordinary  wood  has  been  paid  for  extremely 
curious  and  uniijue  burrs. 

The  possibility  of  creating  a*  regular  export  trade  in  "  East  Indian 
Walnut  from  India  appears  to  be  well  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
Forest  Department  as  well  as  of  Timber  merchants  in  Europe  and  India. 

Specimens  of  the  timber  have  been  sent  to  the  Imperial  Institute  from 
the  following  localities  :«- 

Andaman  Islands. 

Thayetmyo  Division,  Upper  Burma. 

Tenasserim  (where  the  tree  is  reported  to  grow  sporadically,  and 

never  to  occur  in  large  numbers). 
Terai  Forests,  Darjeeling  District,  Bengal. 
Satara  District,  Bombay, 

Poona  „ 

Surat  ,,  „ 

West  Khandesh        „  „ 

North  Kanara  „  ^ 

South  Arcot  District,  Madras. 
Bellary  „  „ 

Ganjam  „  „ 

Malabar  „  „ 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  preparation  of  some  speci- 
mens of  Indian  carving  in  the  timber  for  the  Imperial  Institute, 

Edgar  Thurston, 

Offg*  Reporter  on  Economic  Products 
to  the  Government  qf  India. 


•  See  'Hand-book  of  Commercial  Products,'  No. 
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Bhabar  Orass^  and  the  Trade  in  it. 


This  grasB^  iiie  IseAcemum  angustifolium,  Hackel^  is  an  important 
and  valuable  paper-making  material^  similar  to  the  '^  Esparto  '^  grass 
of  Spain  and  lie  "  Alfa ''  of  Al<feria. 

It  is  found  only  on  poor  soils  in  broken  country  in  Central  and 
Northern  India,  from  the  Godavaii  up  to  the  lower  slopes  of  the 
Himalaya  and  the  lower  Himalayan  valleys.  It  is  especially  common 
in  the  Siwalik  hills,  and  extends  from  Af^^hanistan  along  the  hills  to 
the  Ganges  or  beyond  it  to  similar  localities  down  through  the  Oarh« 
wal  and  Kumaon  lower  hills  into  Ondh^  Nepal,  and  Sikkim,  where  it  is 
scarce  however. 

In  the  Central  Provinces  it  occars  on  poor  lands  in  broken  country, 
and  extends  thence  eastwards  into  Chota  Nagpore  and  through  the 
bill  states  into  Orissa  and  the  Circars,  where  it  is  chiefly  fouml  upon 
laterite  and  on  the  stifE  clays  of  the  poorer  forests.  It  is  doubtful  if 
it  is  found  far  south  of  the  Kistna  river,  but  it  extends  eastwards  through 
Burma  into  China. 

Its  botanical  identification  was  for  long  uncertain.  The  fact  that 
in  some  parts  of  India,  and  notably  in  the  Siwaliks,  it  is  found  in 
localities  where  a  species  of  sedge,  the  Eriophorum  comoium^  is  also 
common,  it  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  that  species,  which  however,  it 
may  be  noted,  is  cut  and  used  indiscriminately  with  the  true  Bhabar. 

In  the  '  Bulletin  of  Miscellaneous  Information  ^,  published  at  the 
Royal  Gardens,  Kew,  for  1888,  page  157,  is  published  a  full  account 
of  the  subject,  and  it  is  there  recorded  that  specimens  of  the  true 
*'bhabar'*were  in  187&  sent  to  England  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Duthie,  then 
Superintendent  of  the  Government  Botanical  Gardens  at  Sahaiunpur. 
These,  though  imperfect,  were  identified  by  the  late  General  Munro, 
C.B.,  F.R.S.,  then  the  greatest  living  British  authority  on  grasses,  as 
being  the  Spodiojpogon  angugtifoliu9  of  Trinius  {ipecies  Graminttm 
t.  3256).  In  1883  it  was  discussed  by  Mr.  W.T.  Tliiselton  Dyer,  P.R.S., 
under  the  name  Pollinia  eriopoda,  Hance,  in  Volume  XX  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Linnean  Society,  page  409.  In  1887-88  it  was  figured  in  plate 
1773  of  Volume  VIII  of  Hooker's  '  Icones  Plantarum'  with  a  descrip- 
tion by  Professor  D.  Oliver,  who  first  published  the  name  which  Profes- 
sor Hackel  was  about  to  give  it,  and  under  which  it  appears  in  his 
Monograph  of  the  Agrostidea^^Ischcemnm  anguatifoUum, 

In  1882-83  Dr.  O.  Eing,  Superintendent  of  the  Boyal  Botanical 
Gardens,  Calcutta,  quoted  in  the  Kew  Bulletin,  gave  the  following 
information  in  his  annual  report : — 

**  In  several  former  reports  I  have  referred  to  the  leaves  known  by  the 
▼emacular  oame  Bhabar  as  the  prod  ace  of  Eriophorum  comosum»  I  have  now 
satisfied  myself  that  the  bulk  of  the  Bhabar  used  by  natives  for  roi>e-making 
is  not  derived  from  Ertopharunif  as  I  have  supposed,  but  from  Andropogon  involtUus. 
This  {Trass  I  find  from  enquiry  locally  made  abounds  in  the  hill  purts  of  Behar 
and  Chota  Nagpore,  where  it  is  known  as  Sabai.  From  these  regions  it  can  be 
obtained  in  quite  considerable  enough  quantity  to  make  its  utilization  as  a  paper 
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material  a  feasible  projeot,  and  ilie  people  who  actually  collect  it  sell  it  at  a  reason- 
able enough  rate.  Bat  in  order  to  get  it  brought  to  Calcutta  in  sufficient  quantity 
for  local  manufacture,  or  for  Bnipment  to  Europe^  middlemen  have  to  be 
employed,  whose  ideas  of  profit  are  pitched  so  high  that,  imtil  they  become  modi- 
fied, the  utilization  of  Bnabar  must  remain  in  abeyance.  This  is  only  in  accord  with 
the  common  experience  in  the  mofussil,  that  competition  in  trade  is  not  sufficiently 
keen  to  have  much  effect  in  keeping  down  prices,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  traders 
still  form  guilds  banded  together  to  enhance  prices,  even  at  the  risk  of  choking  off 
demand." 

Agaio^  in  1883^  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Routledge,  the  paper  man ufao- 
tarer  of  Sunderland,  gave  the  Kew  authorities  the  following  as  the  result 
of  his  trials  of  the  grass  :— * 

"  I  believe  it  will  make  a  fair  sheet  of  paper,  much  the  same  as  fine  Esparto ;  in 
fact,  in  many  respects,  as  a  natural  product,  it  closely  resembles  Esparto,  but  does  not 
contain  so  muck  glutinous  and  amylaceous  matters,  nor  so  much  silica.  The  sample 
sent,  you  will  remark »  was  cut,  and  not  pulled  from  the  roots  a-s  Esparto  is.  Like 
Esparto,  in  titu  it  is  wortk  very  little,  and  is  used  for  similar  purposes — roping, 
matting,  battkets,  etc.  The  cost  of  Esparto  consists  in  collection,  carriage  to  port  of 
shipment,  and,  latterly,  baling  charges,  freight  to  England,  etc.  Wketker  from 
India,  with  lou}?  and  probably  costly  inland  carriage,  with  heavy  freight  added,  it  can 
come  into  competition  with  Esparto  is  doubtf  ul,  and  1  do  not  think  it  would  pay  to 
convert  it  into  stock." 

The  Manager  of  the  Lncknow  Paper  Mills^  Mr.  C.  E.  Edwards,  also 
wrote  in  1883  to  the  Director  of  Agriculture  in  the  North- Western 
Provinces  and  Oudh  as  follows  :— 

"  This  grass  we  have  used  here,  but  not  to  any  great  extent,  owing  to  the  price 
bemg  too  high  ;  besides  the  outturn  is  not  so  great  as  with  jute.  I  found  it  not  to 
yield  more  than  about  85  per  cent,  of  paper.  This  is  to  a  great  extent  owing  to  the 
top  part  of  the  plant  being  somewhat  perished ;  I  presume  owing  to  the  tops  being 
more  exposed  to  the  atmospnere,  as  this  part  appears  to  get  ripe  much  earlier  than  the 
bottom.  In  the  process  of  boiling  the  perishea  or  top  part  gets  destroyed  before  the 
bottom  part  of  the  stem  gets  sufficiently  reduced  to  a  pulp.  [Ais  accounts  for  the  great 
loss  in  the  manufacture;  but  this  could  be  obviated  by  having  the  top  parts  cut  off 
before  despatching  it  to  the  paper  mills,  and  if  it  could  be  had  at  the  same  price  with 
the  tops  off,  I  nave  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  would  be  a  good  and  cheap  enough 
fibre  tor  paper-making  purposes." 

At^  the  suggestion  of  the  Inspector  Oeneral  of  Forests  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  India^  in  Circular  No.  10  of  21st  October  1891,  a  report 
on  the  subject  of  the  trade  in,  and  supply  of^  this  valuable  grass  from  his 
division  was  made  by  Mr,  L.  Mercer,  Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests  of 
the  Saharanpur  Division,  School  Circle,  North- Western  Provinces  and 
Oudh. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Mercer's  report  :— 

*'  This  grass  forms  one  of  the  most  important  products  of  the  Saharanpur  Potest 
Division.  It  is  found  only  in  the  broken  nilly  ground  of  the  Siwalik  hills,  not  in  the 
plains,  grows  principally  in  tufts,  flowers  in  February  and  Maroh«  the  seeds  being 
obtainable  in  March  and  April.    The  system  of  export  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  different  blocks  of  the  forest  are  let  out  to  contractors,  who  farm  the  mo- 
duce.  ^  The  contracts  are  gi  ven  from  the  1st  October  to  the  end  of  February.  The 
grass  itself  is  taken  out  by  head-loads,  the  rate  being  nine  pice  per  load,  by  donkey- 
load  the  rate  being  two  annas  three  pies,  by  pony-load  at  three  annas  per  pony,  and 
per  cart-load  at  twelve  annas  per  two-bullock  cart.  The  first  is,  however,  the  general 
method  of  export.  The  average  weight  of  a  head-load  is  about  a  maund,  the  weight 
of  the  other  loads  being  in  proportion  to  the  rates  charged.    For  a  month  or  six  weeks 
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after  the  ooniraotoTs'  leaaes  have  expired,  tickets  are  given  at  the  different  forest 
ohaakis^  at  the  ahovementioned  rates.  All  export  stops  about  the  middle  of  April,  or 
sooner  if  the  season  is  exceptionally  dry,  on  account  of  danger  to  the  forests  from  fire. 
The  chief  uses  of  this  grass  i 


"(1)  for  rope-making ; 

(2)  for  small  brooms  ; 

(3)  for  paper^making. 

"  (1)  For  rope^mahing* — The  ropes  are  mann&ctnred  in  nearly  all  the  villages 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  forests,  and  also  in  the  Saharanpur,  Meerut,  and  Bulandshahr 
districts.  lu  the  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  the  forests,  as  a  rule,  only  small  ropes 
are  made,  used  for  thatching  and  making  the  common  native  bedsteads,  lliiii 
rope  sells  in  the  villages  at  one  rupee  per  30  to  36  seers ;  when  taken  to  Saharan- 
pur  it  realizes  about  Bl  per  30  seers,  and  when  to  Dehra  Dun  Bl  per  20  to  25 
seers,  these  being  the  bazar  rates. 

*'  When  taken  down  to  the  Meerat  and  Bulandshahr  districts,  the  Gan^res  canal 
is  made  use  of  for  conveyance,  the  grass  going  down  in  boats  from  Hard  war  and 
Jwalapnr.  The  buyers  pay  about  B30  per  100  maunds  at  Jwalapur,  and  the  canal 
freight  down  to  the  ahovementioned  two  districts  is  B5  to  B7-8  per  100  maunds. 
The  prices  obtained  at  Meerut  and  Bulandshahr  vary  fromfl60to  B80  per  100  maunds. 
On  the  canal  heavy  ropes  and  hawsers  are  manu&ctured  for  towing. 

''  (2)  The  next  use  that  the  grass  is  put  to  is  the  manufacture  of  small  brooms 
for  sweeping  out  bouses,  etc.  These  are  sold  in  all  the  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
forests  at  the  rate  of  4  or  5  brooms  to  the  anna. 

"  (3)  The  third  use  that  the  grass  is  put  to  is  for  paper-making.  The  paper 
manufactured  is  the  yellow  native  paner  used  in  all  native  correspondence  and 
in  the  bazare.  It  is  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ganges  canal  and  the  Oudh 
and  Rohilkband  Railway  that  grass  is  exported  for  paper-making.  The  details  of 
prices,  etc.,  are  difficult  to  obtain,  out  from  enquiry  among  the  contraotois  the  follow- 
ing account  may,  perhaps,  be  taken  as  fairly  correct  :— 

"  Formerly,  about  10,000  maunds  used  to  go  down  the  canal  and  railway  to 
Lucknow,  the  price  obtainable  there  being  BlOO  to  BI25  per  100  maunds  of  grass. 
The  grass  went  by  canal  as  far  as  Cawnpore  and  thence  bv  raiL  The  canal  rates  were 
fil7  to  fi20  per  100  maunds,  and  the  railway  freight  about  B20  per  100  matmds. 
This  ezpi>rt  has  now  practically  ceased,  as  Lucknow  obtains  most  of  its  grass  from  the 
forests  of  the  Ganges  Division,  which  is  taken  to  the  Chandausi  Station  and  thence 
by  raiL 

"  At  the  present  time  the  grass  from  the  Saharanpur  Division  is  used  by  the 
Scindia  Paper  Mills,  Gwalior,  but  the  railway  freight  is  so  heavy  (about  B70  per 
100  maunds)  that  no  considerable  trade  takes  place. 

**  This  grass  is  eaten  in  the  hills  by  cattle,  and  appears  to  contain  a  fair  amount 
of  nourishment. 

**  As  regards  the  development  of  the  trade  in  Bhabar  grass  from  the  Saharanpur 
forusts,  the  outlook  is  not  promising  owing  to  the  grass  becoming  dry  and  withered 
from  fire-protection.  This  is  probably  the  reason  why  the  Lucknow  mills  do  not 
now  take  jb^ss  from  Saharanpur  to  any  considerable  extent.  The  grass  from  the 
Ganges  Division  is  still  good,  as  many  parts  of  the  forests  are  annually  burnt  over, 
with  the  result  that  a  fresh  crop  of  green  grass  springs  up. 

"  If  some  Native  or  European  capitalist  were  to  set  up  paper  mills  at  Jwalapur 
near  the  railway,  and  where  there  is  unlimited  water-power,  they  would  probably 
pay  very  well." 

In  regard  to  the  qnestioD  of  the  effects  of  fire-protection  on  the 
demand  for  this  grass^  I  can  only  say,  from  personal  experience,  that 
theamonnt  which  is  still  cut  and  exported  from  the  forests  of  the 
southern  face  of  the  Siwaliks  is  very  lai^e  indeed.  I  have  several 
times  visited  the  oatters  in  the  forests,  and  find  that,  as  they  cut 
pratty  regnlarly  in  the   same  places    every  year,  the    difficalty  which 
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Mr.  Mercer  refers  to  is  almost  entirely  obviated.  Eut^  in  spite  of  the  large 
amounts  exported,  the  possible  snpply  from  the  Siwaliks  is  so  enormous 
that  there  is  no  chance  of  the  grass  becoming  scarce  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  forests  from  fire.  The  cutters  can  easily  sift  out  the  old 
leaves  from  the  new^  and  do  so^  and  so  long  as  each  tuft  is  cut  yearly, 
the  number  of  these  dry  leaves  is  very  small.  It  must  not  be  supposed 
that  Mr«  Mercer  is  desirous  of  advocating  the  cessation  of  fire-pro- 
tection :  be  merely  refers  to  the  effect  of  fire  being  useful  in  faoilitatin<r 
growth  of  new  leaves.  Fire-protection  would  be  a  necessity  of  forest 
conservancy^  even  if  its  result  were  to  destroy  the  trade  in  Bhabar.  The 
annual  yield  from  the  Saharanpur  Siwaliks  is  about  75^000  maundsj  yield- 
ing a  royalty  to  tlie  contractors  who  lease  the  sale  of  produce  of 
about  Rs.  6,010. 

In  the  Dehra  Dun  hills  there  is  of  course  a  good  deal  of  the  ^rass 
on  the  Siwaliks  near  the  crest  of  the  hills,  and  it  may  also  be  found 
more  sparingly  on  low  dry  slopes  of  the  Himalaya ;  but  there  is  no 
export  demand^  and  the  grass  is  only  utilized  for  local  purposes. 

A  considerable  amount  of  information  has  also  been  received  from  the 
(y'entral  Circle  of  the  North- Western  Provinces.  In  1889  Mr.  C. 
Bagshawe,  the  Conservator,  wrote  as  follows  :— 

"  Bbabar  grass  oan  be  eat  and  exported  from  the  QoTemment  forests  between 
tie  fiarda  aud  (janges  any  time  between  let  November  and  1st  March.  The  most 
aooessible  forests  are— 

**  (a)  in    Kumaon    Divibion     near      Haldwani,    Robilkhand    and    Knmaan 
Railway ; 

**  (b)  in  Garhwaraivision  near  Kalagarh,   20  miles  from  Kagina,  Ondb  and 
Bobilkband  Railway ; 

"  (c)  in  the  Ganges  Division  near  Chila,  i  milep  from    HardwaT)  Oadh  Bud 
Bohilkband  Kail  way. 


"  The  cnrrent  rates  for  the  grass  are  as  follows : — 


«PereartbnlJock 
„      „  buffalo 
„  oamel 
„  buffalo 
„  bullock 


^ 

a. 

P* 

.  0 

6 

0 

Per  pony  . 
„   donkey 

.  0 

8 

0 

.  0 
.  0 

5 
2 

0 
6 

„^  banffhy 
t,  heacUluad 

,0 

2 

0 

„  maund 

J? 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


2  0 

1  6 

1  3 

0  9 

1  6 


'*  The  export  of  BhMbar  grass  is  fairly  large,  and  in  addition  to  ordinary  exports 
about  10,000  manndr  have  for  some  years  past  been  removed  for  paper  mi  Us  in 
Lucknow.  I  cannot  give  reliable  figures  as  to  cost,  but  believe  the  mills  give  Rl-3 
per  mHund  (82  lbs.)  delivered  at  Lucknow.  The  grass  is  cut  and  delivered  by 
0(11  tractors.  The  grass  is  usually  cut  nnd  stored  at  depots  at  the  foot  of  the  hills 
by  hill  men,  and  is  sold  at  varying  lates  to  btxyers  who  coma  up  from  the  plMua.  Any 
one  is  free  to  eat  and  export  Bhabar  on  payment  of  the  dues.  J  doubt  if  Bbabar 
gra»s  could  be  expoited  from  India  at  a  profit  in  competition  with  Esparto  aad  other 
grass." 

To  this  Mr.  A.  E.  Wild^  Conseryator,  has  now  added  tke  information 
that,  besides  the  manufacture  of  paper,  of  ropea,  and  brooms,  it  is  ako 
nsed  in  the  making  of  mats,  for  thatchings  and  for  caulking  the  planking 
of  floors ;  and  he  has  supplied  the  following  interesting  table  shoniogthe 
amounts  exported  and  royalty  vealiaed  on  Bbabar  grass  in  the  three  chief 
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divisions  of  bis  circle  in  which  lie  the  forests  of  the  oater  Himalaya  and 
the  hill?  which  continue  the  Siwaliks^  viz.,  the  Ganges^  Qarhwal  and 
Kumaon : — 


Tear. 

PiTifllon. 

r.A 

?^S^l 

Mds. 

B. 

1889-90 

Ganges 

49,985 

2,951 

1890-91 

•» 

82^409 

2,190 

1891-92 

tf 

84,059 

2,471 

1889-90 

Oarhwal 

43.649 

8,411 

1890-91 

»f 

40,654 

2,611 

1891-98 

>i 

30,285 

2.061 

1889-90 

Kumaon 

16,587 

1,163 

1890-93 

it 

7,147 

509 

1891-92 

» 

*» 

3,125 

229 

Total 

2,57,800 

17,589 

Prom  the  Oudh  Circle  the  following  interesting  note  on  "  Baib  '^ 
^rass  has  been  oommunicat^d  hj  the  Conservator^  Mr.  S.  Eardlej-p 
Wilmot^  whose  remarks  on  the  effect  of  fire- protection  in  causing  the 
trees  to  grow  and  give  a  shade  which  is  detrimental  to  the  grass  will 
be  read  with  interest  :— 

**  Baib  grass  is  found  growing  almost  ezelnsiTely  on  the  poopsr  soils  and  open 
forests  and  on  broken  ground,  richness  of  soil  and  shade  being  apparently  inimicsEj 
to  its  growth.  The  extension  of  fire  eonservancj  has  reduoed  the  area  on  which  the 
extraction  of  this  grass  can  be  carried  on  remuneratively  ;  for,  not  only  does  snob  pro- 
tection result  in  improvement  of  the  soil  and  its  more  complete  overshadowinfr,  but  siso 
the  fact  that  the  new  and  old  crop  cannot  be  separated  in  the  cutting;  rednoes  the 
value  of  the  outturn  considerably.  In  fire-protected  forests,  where  the  Baib  erop  is  of 
importance  to  the  neighbouring  community,  this  latter  fact  may  often  account  for 
persistent  and  otherwise  inezplieable  incendiarism.  The  outturn  of  Baib  in  the 
various  divisions  of  the  Oudh  Circle  varies  most  oonsidexahly,  being  dependent  not 
on  the  area  but  on  the  physical  condition.  In  the  Philibit  and  Bhiia  Divisions  there 
are  large  areas  of  grass  land  on  which  the  841  tree,  consequent  on  the  presence  of  a 
stratum  of  clay  at  a  short  distance  from  the  surface,  appears  as  a  shrub  only.  In 
other  places  the  snme  effect  is  produced  on  large  areas  once  cleared  for  cultivation  or 
by  injudicious  fellings,  and  thereafter  so  maintained  by  the  continuous  action  of 
frost  and  fire.  On  such  areas  the  growth  of  Baib  is  luxuriant,  and  its  extraction 
provides  a  useful  industry  to  the  neighbouring  tenantry,  who  are  accustomed  to  cut 
the  crops  on  a  system  by  which  Government  receives  a  part  of  the  outturn  in  pay- 
ment for  the  balance,  which  is  removed  for  domestio  requirements  or  for  sale. 

**  This  however  is  now  being  altered  for  a  more  manageable  system  of  leasing  the 
^rass  on  certain  areas. 
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*'  In  tbe  Kheri  Dmsion  of  tbe  Cirole  there  is  practically  do  baib  enort  In  the 
Babraich  Diyision  along  tbe  edge  of  the  8&I  forests,  in  the  poorer  soil  of  tbe  Bhiiisa 
Range,  and  in  the  coantry  at  the  foot  of  the  low  bills,  there  is  a  very  coDsiderable 
groiiHh  of  Baib»  which  ^  is  in  part  cut  departmentally  and  carted  to  the  nearest 
railway  station,  where  it  is  taken  over  by  the  agents  of  the  P^lier  mills,  who  consign 
it  to  its  destination.  Great  progress  has  been  made  in  this  atTision  in  the  export  of 
this  grass  ;  presses  have  been  erected  (for  the  railway  freight  of  nnpressed  grasa  ia 
prohibitive),  aad  it  is  hoped  that  next  season  the  agents  of  the  mills  will  lease  the 
Ciaib-producing  areas  and  arrange  all  cutting  and  carting  without  departmental  aid* 
In  the  Qonda  Division,  where  tbe  main  forests  are  on  spurs  ,f  the  outer  ranges  of  low 
hills,  there  is  also  a  large  production  of  Baib,  which  is  not  fully  utilized  owing  to  the 
difficulties  attendant  on  reaching  the  railway.  In  the  Gorakhpur  Division  the 
export  of  Baib  is  insignificant.  The  export  of  Baib  last  season  was  approximatelj  as 
follows  :— 

Mds. 

"  Philibit  and  Bhira 4^000 

Babraich 8,964 

Gonda 2,036 

'*  The  highest  price  obtained  was  fil-1-6  per  mannd.  The  average  'sale  price 
amounted  to  IS  annas  per  maund,  and  it  may  roughly  be  said  that  tbe  sale  prioe  of 
one  maund  of  sound  Baib  delivered  on  the  railway  line  is  from  12  to  15  annas. 
The  export  of  the  grass  is  capable  of  considerable,  but  not  indefinite,  extension. 
"With  improvement  of  communications,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  whole 
crop  in  the  Oudh  Circle  will  gradually  be  utilized;  either  in  local  industries  or  in 
paper  manufacture.  The  mills  which  purchase  Baib  irom  this  circle  are  the  Cooper 
Jdiils  in  Lucknow  and  the  Bally  and  Titagarh  Mills  in  Calcutta. " 

In  the  Central  Provinces  the  grass,  locally  called  "  Babbai,  '*  is 
widely  distributed,  but  is  most  especially  found  in  the  northern  dis- 
tricts. Colonel  Doveton,  Conservator  of  Forests,  Southern  Circle, 
reports  that—* 

"  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  avsilable  supply  in  thete  provinees  is 
folly  utilized  for  local  purposes.  Tbe  consumption  for  strin;;  cots  is  very  consider- 
able, and  it  is  preferred  by  the  poorer  classes  to  anything  else  for  this  purpose." 

Ihe  following  notes  have  been  received  from  other  Forest  Officers  in 
the  Central  Provinces  :— 

"  In  the  Ward  ha  District  it  apparently  does  not  exist  at  all,  and  in  Nagpur  only 
in  the  East  Fench  fiange,  where  it  is  Imown  under  the  names  of  Soma  and  Babaia 
grass. 

*'  Its  distribution  is  irregular,  but  it  is  found  best  developed  in  the  fire>proteoted 
forests  of  the  Sylari  Khappa  Blocks  and  to  the  west  of  this,  more  espeoially  in  the 
vicinity  of  nail  as. 

"  It  is  i^rincipally,  if  not  solely,  utilized  for  the  manufacture  of  ropes  of  all  siEes 
employed  in  field  work,  in  the  construction  of  country  cots  and  carts,  and  in 
thatching. 

*'  It  is  sold,  not  as  colleoted,  by  cart  or  head*load,  but  by  bundles,  at  the  rate  of 
Bl  per  bundle,  or  at  from  2  to  4  annas  per  country  cot. 

*'  The  grass  is  apparently  but  little  known  among  the  people,  and  its  nses  are 
inconsiderable."  (ti.  S.  £Ier  Edie,  Forest  Divisional  Officer,  Kagpor,  Wardha 
Division.) 

"  This  grass,  I  believe,  is  tbe  same  as  the  Bkahar  arass  mentioned  in  the  memo- 
randum by  Mr.  Mercer.  It  is  found  in  all  the  forests  of  this  district,  on  the  hills  and 
where  the  ground  is  slightly  elevated  and  broken,  not  on  low  level  ground. 

"  It  is  in  demand  for  making  strong  twine  in  the  manufacture  of  native  bedsteads 
and  for  thatohinff,  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Mercer.  It  is  not  much  used  for  lam  ropes. 
and  is  oonsiderea  to  rot  on  exposure  to  wet ;  when  exposed  on  the  outside  of  a 
thatch  it  requires  renewing  anunally.    It  is  not  mnch  used  for  brooms,  it  being 
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eoiuidered  inferior  to  Chir  mas  for  this  parpose.  It  is  bowsrer  oooasiooftllr  ased 
for  making  brooms  wben  *  Onir '  is  not  available,  bnt  is  not  considered  a  marketable 
commodity.    Bagbai  is  not  taken  in  ibis  district,  at  least  for  puper-making. 

'<  Ba^fbai  is  at  present  included  in  the  general  bead  'Grass/ and  no  separate 
account  is  taken  of  tbe  Quantity  extracted.  Tbe  rates  cbarged  are  bead-load  fiO-2-6, 
kawar-load  BO- 3-9,  cart-load  fi3-6  for  *'  thatching  grass, "  aud  under  these  rates  it  is 
extracted,  usnally  in  bead-loads  and  kawar-loads. 

''Twine  made  from  Bagbai  sells  in  the  villages  at  2  aunas  ner  gnma  or  bundle  of 
2  or  2 1  seers.  In  Bilaspur  much  tbe  same  rates  prevail."  (A.  W.  Blunt,  Forest  Divi- 
sional OfRcer,  Bilaspur.) 

"The  vemacnlar  name  of  this  grass  here  is  '  Wawit.'  It  is  found  in  fair  quan« 
titles  in  the  south  of  the  district,  confined  to  rocky  beds  of  streams  and  along  tbe 
slopes  of  bills  in  Sironcha  and  Gbotoi  which  are  broken  up  and  open.  The  time  of 
flowering  is  somewhat  earlier  here  than  in  the  Siwaliks.  1  have  seen  it  in  flower  in 
January  and  February  in  the  bills  of  Sironcha. 

"All  the  '  Wawit '  grass^producing  areas  He  across  the  Weinganga  river,  and 
here  commntatioo  is  in  foree,  bo  that  the  villagers  who  cut  and  bring  the  ffrass 
ont  of  the  forest  pay  nothing  extra  to  the  8  annas  per  bonse  a  year  charged  them. 
However,  a  fair  qnantity  is  also  brought  across  the  Weinganga  in  carts  for  rope- 
making,  and  for  this  2  annas  a  cart-load  is  cbarged.  Tbe  men  who  bring  out  the 
grass  are  chiefly  Qonds  and  Marias,  and  it  is  made  by  them  into  rope  and  sold  to 
Eunbis  and  others  for  grain  generally.  Tbe  rope  seldom  exceeds  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  is  generally  one-eighth  of  an  inch.  The  finer  kind  of  rope  is 
nsed  by  the  poorer  classes  for  stringing  beds,  but  owing  to  the  immense  quantity  of 
fine  rope  made  from  other  good  kinds  of  fibre,  such  as  that  obtained  from  '  Butea, ' 
the  '  Roselle'  (which  is  very  largely  grown  in  villages  trans- Weinganga), '  Hard* 
wickia'  and  a  few  other  trees,  the '  Wawit '  grass  rope  is  not  largely  umq  for  this 
purpose  by  the  Kunbis  and  better  classes  of  villagers.  The  most  extensive  use  to 
which  this  grass  is  put  is  for  making  rough  rope  for  stretching  over  tbe  fields  when  the 
winter  crop  of  '  Jawari '  is  beginning  to  ripen.  This  is  done  to  prevent  the  birds 
destroying  the  grain  while  in  the  standing  head.  To  one  not  accustomed  to  the  sight 
it  seenas  strange  that  such  labour  and  trouble  should  be  taken  to  keep  off  birds,  but 
snob  is  the  case,  and  it  is  quite  a  sight  passing  along  the  Pranbita  and  Oodavari 
rivers  to  see  the  miles  and  miles  of  rope  all  made  from  '  Wawit '  grass  stmnglnp  in 
the  air  and  reaching  to  posts  at  all  corners  of  the  '  Jawari '  fields  from  a  centre 
machan  erected  for  the  keeper  of  tbe  field.  On  seeing  birds  alight  in  his  field  be 
pnlls  the  strings  leading  to  that  partioulsr  part,  and  on  pulling  these  strings  sets  off 
rattles  attached  to  the  fastening  on  the  outride  edge  of  the  field. 

"  Owing  to  the  ease  with  which  other  fibres  are  obtained  and  their  quantity  no 
trouble  is  taken  in  tbe  manufacture  of  good  string  from  '  Wawit '  grass."  (A.  E. 
Powrie,  Forest  Divisional  OflBcer,  Ghanda.) 

"  Bhabar  grass  is  called  *  Panassi '  in  this  district  by  the  Urijas.  It  is  found  in  the 
Knlchnr,  Cbarbalikaman,  Beberakaroan,  Birsing,  and  Ubichamura  Beserves  of  tbe 
Sambalpur  Bange.  These  reserves  occupy  about  120  square  miles.  The  grass  is 
rarely,  if  ever,  met  with  in  tbe  Barapahars.  It  grows  principally  in  tufts  on  broken 
and  more  or  less  shingly  soil. 

**  Tbe  new  crop  of  grass  springs  up  during  tbe  rains  between  1st  July  and  31st 
October,  and  is  fit  for  cutting  in  November  and  December.  It  is  usually  cut  during 
the  month  of  November,  and  exported  by  head-loads  and  kawar-loads,  the  rates  being 
2  pies  per  head-load  and  3  pies  per  kawar-load,  which  is  too  low. 

"  The  grass  is  converted  into  thin  rope  for  thatching  and  for  native  cots  and  into 
thick  rope  for  other  purposes.  Tbe  people  living  in  the  villages  close  to  the  forests 
are  the  ones  who  bring  it  ont  and  convert  it  into  rope.  The  grass  itself,  or  the 
rope  made  out  of  it,  is  sold  at  Sambalpur,  Dawa,  Manesar,  and  Putiapali.  The  rates 
vary  according  to  the  season  of  the  year.  From  November  to  February  grass  is  sold 
at  6  annas  per  maund,  during  March  and  April  at  6}  annas  per  maund,  and  in  May, 
June,  and  July  at  10  anuas  per  maund. 

"When 'manufactured  into  rope  one  maund  is  sold  at  fi2-8,  B3-4  and  B5,  accord- 
ing to  the  season  of  the  year  as  above. 
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"  The  amdUBt  exported  from  the  Sambalpuf  GoverDiftex^t  Forests  annually  is  aboui 
2>500  maands^  About  2,0CX)  mairndB  are  also  brought  i&to  the  district  from  Bamra 
and  Gadloising. 

"  There  are  no  paper  mills  in  this  district,  and  the  grass  is  not  exported  to 
any  other  district  for  sale.  Tne  quantity  available  is  sufficient  only  for  the  local 
demand."    (J.  J.  Hobday,  Forest  Divisional  Officer,  Sambalpur.) 

*'  The  grass  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  commonly  known  as  Son,  and  chiefly  used 
iu  rope-making.  The  rope  made  of  it  is  called  ban,  and  used  largely  for  native 
bedsteads,  and  very  larely  for  other  purposes.  It  lasts  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  but  when  exposed  to  rain,  or  comes  frequently  in  contact  with  water,  it  rota 
and  becomes  useless.  It  is  found  only  in  well-drained  localities,  and  grows*  generally 
in  isolated  tunrfs. 

'*  The  produce  in  this  district  is  removed  only  under  licenses.  The  quantitr  thns 
removed  and  the  veveaue  realized  therefrom  for  the  last  year  1891-92  are  uoted  below  : 


"  2,803  head-loads  at  1  anna  each 
3,248  kawar-loads  at  I  anna  6  pie  each 


Total 


175 

304 

a.  jiK 

3    0 

8    0 

479 

11    0 

"  This  grass  when  freshly  cut  is  left  to  dry  for  a  couple  of  days,  and  then 
removed  in  bundles  and  made  into  ropes,  varying  in  size  according  to  Vequirementsb 
It  takes  over  a  week  for  a  man  to  prepare  ban  of  one  head-load  of  the  grass,  and  the 
ban  so  prepared  is  sold  at  markets  in  vieinity  of  forests  at  the  rate  varying  from  16 
to  21  khandis  to  a  rupee. 

'*  Forty  khandis  are  generally  obtained  from  each  head-load,  and  each  khandi 
consists  of  20  ropes,  each  30  feet  long.  An  ordinary  bedstead  requires  about  10 
khandis  of  ban,  which  costs  at  the  above  rates  from  annas  10  to  7 i.  "  (Khem 
Sahib  Munsfai  Muhammad  Ghouse,  Forest  Divisional  Officer,  Balaghat.) 

The  following  contribution  is  from  Mr.  B.  H.  E.  Thompeoo^  the 
Conservator  of  Forests  of  the  Northern  Circle  : — 

**  The  grass  is  found  sparingly  distributed,  in  ^vourable  localities,  throughoat 
the  Central  Provinces,  being  confined  generally,  to  the  steep  and  almost  bare  hill-ddea 
and  ravines  bordering  the  large  river  systems.  It  is  nowhere  found  in  a  single 
locality  in  any  large  quantity  ;  but  because  of  its  wide  distribution  over  the  enormoaa 
forest  area  of  the  Central  Provinces,  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  from  15,000  to  20,000 
maunds  of  this  grass,  if  a  demand  arose  for  it,  could  be  collected  yearly.  It  is  report- 
ed from  Mandla  that  the  estimated  yield  of  this  grass  from  that  Forest  Division  alone 
is  2,600  maunds. 

"  As  regards  its  uses  in  the  Central  Provinces,  these  are  confined  to  rope-making 
and  the  twisting  into  fine  cord  for  the  webbing  of  native  bedsteads.  Large  qnantities 
are  collected  for  these  purposes,  and  used  up  yearly  by  the  resident  population.  None 
of  it,  however,  is  ever  exported  to  places  outside  of  the  Central  Provinces.  The 
forest  value  of  a  head-load  of  this  grass  varies,  according  to  the  locality  whieh 
furnishes  it,  from  one  anna  to  two  annas. 

"  Fire-protection  has  as  yet  nowhere  caused  the  disappearance  of  Uiis  grass,  this 
being  principally  owing  to  its  habitat,  though  the  annnal  ragrowth  of  it  is  more  or  lass 
arrested  in  development  owing  to  the  prasence  within  the  clump  of  the  dead  blades  of 
previous  years," 

From  Bengal  information  has  been  received^  through  the  kindnese  of 
the  ConFcrvator  of  Forests,  Mr.  E.  P.  Dansey,  from  the  Divisional 
Forest  Officers  of  Singhbum  and  Palamau  in  Chota  Nagpore.  Ihe 
former  writes:— 

"  This  grass,  known  locally  as  **  Sabai,  "  grows  most  luxuriantly  on  dry  snonj 
slopes  and  exposed  situations.  With  the  advent  of  the  rainy  season  it  begins  to 
shoot  out  in  tufts  from  the  old  clumps,  and  is  mature  in  the  months  of  October  and 
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November,  fiowering  in  March  and  April,  and  ripening  its  aeeds  in  May,  when  it  cnrU  up 
and  dries. 

"  It  grows  abundantly  in  all  the  forests  of  Singhbhum.  The  fresh  shoots  are 
eaten  by  cattle.  It  is  made  into  ropes,  and  is  used  in  thatching  and  for  native  beds ; 
and  paper  is  also  manufaotnred  from  it,  principally  the  coarse  yellow  kind.  It  is  pold 
departmentally  at  the  following  rates  :— 

"  fil  per  cart-load  •         •         •         •    =    about  10  maunds 

Annas  6  per  sagar-load  •         •         •    ss    4  to  5  maunds 

„      2  per  banehy-load        •         •         •     =:     1^  maunds 
Anna  1  per  head-load  •         •         •        ,    =:    {  maund. 

*  It  has  been  exported  from  Singhbhum  by  the  Bally,  Titaghar,  and  Ranigunj 
Paper  Mills.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  exact  information  as  to  the  cost  of  export ;  but  the 
following  rates  per  maund  are  probably  very  nearly  accurate,  the  nearest  railway 
8tati<m  being  supposed  to  be  about  20  miles  distant  from  the  forest  whence  the  grass 
is  obtained  and  272  miles  from  Calcutta  .-— 

"Royalty 

Cutting  and  drying  at  dep6t  near  forest 
Packing  and  pressing  by  machinery 
Carriage  to  railway  station  by  cart 
Freight  to  Calcutta  by  rail        .         • 
Contingencies  •         •         •         • 

Total 

'*  The  grass  delivered  at  Calcutta  realizes  from  Bl-4  to  Rl-10  per  maund.  The 
rates  at  Chaibassa  are  as  follows  :•«- 

"  Unmanufactured  grass,  8  bundles  (s=  about  \  seer),  3  pies. 
Rope,  per  bundle  (=  about  \  seer),  6  pies." 

As  regards  Palaroau,  Mr.  Quiimell  eajra :— « 

<*  The  Sabai  grass  is  fairly  plentiful  in  this  division.  It  is  not  met  with  so 
frequently,  or  in  bo  great  quantities,  as  in  Sinehbhum,  and  it  has  little  marketable  value 
at  present.  It  flourishes  in  broken  ground  on  the  sides  of  the  hot  dry  nallabs  so 
frequently  met  with  in  open  S&l  forests,  and  tufts  of  this  grass  may  be  seen  in 
fissures  of  clayey  ground,  which  has  been  caked  bv  the  heat,  wnere  no  other  grass  can 
maintain  an  existence.    The  chief  uses  to  which  tnis  grass  is  applied  locally  are— 

'*  (a)  for  ropes,  for  the  rope  work  of  bedsteads,  for  drawing  water  from  wells,  for 
tying  on  thatch,  for  attaching  the  yoke  to  the  necks  of  plough  cattle, 
for  dragging  clod  crushers,  for  tying  branches  which  form  the  fencing 
of  fields,  for  making  small  fixing  nets  and  nets  for  catching  birds,  for 
tying  togetiier  and  towing  bamboo  rafts,  etc.  etc    The  rate  is  from  2^ 
annas  to  3  annas  per  seer,  according  to  thickness  of  rope. 
(ft)  for  small  brooms.     These  are  sold  at  6  and  8  to  the  anna. 
(e)  for  making  *'  moras  '*  or  large  receptacles  for  grain.   These  are  not  sold  in 
the  baatrs.  but  are  made  by  villagers  as  occasion  requires. 
"  The  bazar  rate  for  the  grass  itself  is  one  anna  per  bundle,  about  9  inches  in  cir- 
enmf erence,  four  of  which  ^  to  the  seer.    The  existing  rates  for  Sabai  gnws  from 
the  reserved  forests  of  this  division  are  3  pies  per  heiul-load  and  4  annas  per  cart- 
load.   The  export  at  present  is  rerj  small,  and  there  is  little  local  demand  from  Gov- 
ernment forests,  as  there  is  an  ample  sunply  of  the  grass  in  'village  forests,  '  Mallahs,' 
a  class  of  men  who  trade  in  bamboo  ana  catechu,  float  down  small  Quantities  on  their 
bamboo  rafts  to  the  markets   above  mentioned  between  the  montns  of    July  and 
December,  when  there  is  sufficient  water  in  the  Koel  river.   With  the  removal  of  obst* 
ructions  in  the  Koel  river  and  the  improvement  of  communications  generally,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  exported." 

In  the  Sonihal  Parganas  the  grass  is  commoD^  and  is  very  largely 
used  by  the  Sonthals,  who  also^  as  the  present  writer  has  seen  in 
seTeral  places^  caltivate  it  for  their  own  use*    In  the  Proceedings  of  the 
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Agticultaral  and  Horticultural  Society  of  India  for  October  1887  the 
Revd.  H,  P.  Soerresen  of  Bampore  Hftt^  wrote  as  follows  on  the 
subject  :-^ 

"  The  Sabai  or  Babui  mas  yielda  two  etopB  in  tbe  jMkr-one  in  September  aad  th« 
other  at  the  end  of  October  or  early  in  November — without  any  irri^tion,  as  the 
rainy  season  is  then  prevalent  It  might  yield  a  third  oniting  if  irrigated ;  but  I 
cannot  say  anything  on  this  head,  never  living  made  the  experiment,  nor  have  I  seeo 
it  attempted  by  others. 

*'  I  believe  it  will  grow  anywhere,  ae  we  have  tnuuplanted  it  from  here  to  all  our 
other  outstations  in  the  Sontbal  Paigaaas,  and  it  thrives  in  them  all.  The  Sonthal 
Christians  have  also  taken  some  of  it  to  our  Christian  colony  in  Gnma  Dnar,  Assana, 
where  it  also  grows  well. 

"  I  have  never  attempted  to  propagate  it  by  seed,  bnt  always  hj  roots.  When  a 
clump  Of  tuft  is  dug  out,  it  may  be  divided  into  as  many  small  divisions  of  roots  ae 
one  pleases ;  and  these  are  put  down  again  in  rows  about  3  feet  from  one  another,  and 
the  same  interval  between  each  root  planted.  It  will  jield  a  very  triflinsr  retoTn  the 
first  two  veai-s,  but  by  the  third  or  fourth  year,  when  the  roots  have  spread  and 
multiplied,  it  gives  a  good  crop.  The  plot  on  which  it  is  planted  must  be  kent  free 
from  other  gra^s.  "When  it  is  seven  or  eight  rears  old,  the  roots  should  be^  oeaten 
down  with  wocden  malletfi,  or  a  plough  should  be  run  through  them  in  every  direction, 
and  fresh  earth  thrown  over  the  whole  increases  the  yield.  If  not  treated  in  this  way 
it  will  cease  yielding  any  crop.  When  grown  too  old,  it  must  be  taken  up  entirely, 
re*divided  in  small  bunches  of  roots,  and  transplanted  to  a  fresh  locality. 

"  We  brought  the  grass  always  in  local  Mts  for  roofing  purposes  fas  rope)  before 
we  grew  our  own,  ana  nowhere  in  our  neighbourhood  am  I  aware  of  its  being  onlti- 
Tat^  in  any  bnt  tery  small  patches  by  a  solitary  man  here  or  there.  It  is  not 
cultivated  as  a  source  of  income  or  trade,  so  that  1  am  unable  to  say  where  the 
roots  may  be  bought  or  at  what  price.  We  got  a  small  quantity  of  the  roots  ori}i^inall  v 
from  a  Hindu  village,  but  by  fostering  and  spreading  their  cultivation  have  now  a 
considerable  quantity.  It  should  be  planted  in  a  dry  spot  where  no  water  lodgea.  a^ 
experience  h^  shown  in  one  of  oxur  stationsb  where  the  water  oozed  up  from  below 
and  rotted  the  roots  so  that  it  would  not  grow  there.  A  sloping  site  is  probably 
the  best. 

"  When  we  first  started  the  mission  here  we  had  to  pay  &4  a  maond  in  the 
hAts  for  the  grass  in  f  rder  to  twist  it  into  rope  or  string,  and  it  was  the  haring  to  pay 
so  mu^  that  led  me  to  try  and  cultivate  it  ourse)yes«  The  grass  runs  to  seed  in  the 
hot  months  shortly  before  the  rainy  season^  bnt  these  must  be  cut  off  and  removed  or 
the  erop  will  deteriorate." 

In  regard  to  its  ^rowtii  and  the  trade  in  it  in  the  Madras  Presi. 
doncy,  Mr.  E.  D.  M.  Hooper,  the  Conservator  of  Forests  of  the  Northern 
Circle^  writes  as  follows,  chiefly  in  regard  to  the  Ganjam  District,  where 
the  ?ras8  is  extr^nely  commoD,  and  where  many  attempts  have  been 
made,  both  by  Oovernment  and  by  private  firms,  to  bring  it  to  the  Cal- 
cutta market.  Nearly  all  these  attempts  failed  owidg  to  the  heavy 
jcharges  for  freight  made  by  the  British  Indian  Steam  Navigation 
Company  :— 

"  I  send  yon  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  received  from  Ganjam  reiCBrd* 
ing  Babuli  grass. 

*'  When  Mr.  A.  W.  Lnshinston  was  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  a  quantity  of  grass 
was  collected  and  sent  to  Calcutta.  The  experiment  was  not  a  suooeas^  and  I  am  given 
to  understand  that  the  ohief  ohstacles  were^ 

**  lit. — The  sttkall  quantity  obtamahle  and  the  liaiited  period  in  whidi  it  was  pro- 
ourable. 
2n^,'^Th%  inferior  qnaliity  as  eoaapaied  with  the  sample  sent 
3rd, — And,  chiefly,  the  enonuous  cost  of  transit  from  where  it  k  prooorabk  to 
the  coatt  and  freight  to  Calouttfti 
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*'  I  Ittve  made  enquiries,  and  eetimate  the  cost  m  follows  :  — 

Per  ton. 
a  a.  p. 

'*  1.  Cost  of  eolleeting  and  delivery  in  Rnaselkonda  .650 

2.  Carriage  to  Gopiil|)ore II     8    0 

3.  Pressiog  in  Gopalpore 6    0    0 

4.  Freight  to  Calcutta 6    0    0 

6.  Incidental  eipenses 2    0    0 

Cost  per  ton  deliTered  in  Calcutta  .  30    0    0 

"  I  calculate  that  we  oopld  collect  during  nix  or  f*even  months  in  the  year,  and  during 
thiB  time  we  could  deliver  in  Russelkonda  ahout  800  tons,  but,  so  long  as  we  have  the 
Tezy  high  transit  ch&rgee  to  the  coast,  1  do  not  think  it  «ould  pay.  A  nress  in  Russel- 
konda  would  he  advantageous.  It  would  save  us  50  per  cent,  transit  cnargen,  be»ides 
reducing  charges  in  pressing.  With  a  press  in  Kusselkonda,  I  think  we  could  deliver 
in  Calcutta  at  ahout  B23  per  ton.  I  cannot  find  out  what  we  could  get  for  grass  per 
ton  in  Calcutta  A  private  press  says  that  they  now  lay  down  a  presn,  huilding  includ- 
ed, for  ahout  fi3,000  to  B3,500,  to  turn  out  20  to  25  hales  a  day  if  we  would  undertake 
to  deliver  to  them  in  Bu»selkonda  ahout  1,000,  tons  of  grass  yearly. 

**  The  best  thing  to  do  would  be  to  get  some  private  firm  either  to  pay  us  so  much 
th«  cart-load  of  grass  removed  by  them  from  the  forests  or  take  delivery  from  us  in 
Kusselkouda. 

"  We  are  trying  to  find  out  what  market  there  is  for  the  grass  in  Calcutta,  and 
I  will  let  you  know  later  on  what  can  be  done  here. 

"  From  Godivari  I  learn  th:tt  one  Tits  or  31hs.  of  the  rope  nelis  for  two  annas» 
and  the  material  is  chiefly  used  in  native  hedsteads.  It  is  further  stated  that  the 
grass  is  only  found  in  patches  along  the  Agency  border  of  the  district,  and  ho  distri- 
buted, that  the  quantity  available  could  not  be  brought  to  a  central  press  with  profit." 

The  following  information  has  Iteen  commnnicatfd  by  Mr.  C^ 
D.  McArthy^  District  Forest  Officer  of  Vizagapatam  : — 

"  This  product  is  known  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  district  under  the  name  of 
'  Eopiri '  grass.  It  is  found  in  the  forest  at  the  foot  of  the  Palkonda  Agency  hills, 
and  also  on  the  1,500-foot  plateau  sbove. 

"  The  cutting  is  done  from  October  to  December,  hut  the  later  the  cutting,  the  less 
useful  is  the  grass  (»n  account  of  increased  brittleness. 

'*  A  kavadi-load  of  green  grass  weiirhs  ahout  SOlbs.,  and  fetches  from  4  to  5  annas 
in  the  villages  close  to  the  forest.  The  grass  is  utilized  only  for  the  manufacture  of 
ropes.  It  is  first  dipped  in  water  for  about  an  hour,  and  is  tben  beaten  with  Bticks  with 
the  ohject  of  separating  out  the  fibre,  which  is  then  made  into  ropes  of  various  thick- 
nest. 

"  Fine  rope  is  used  by  the  poorer  people  for  cota,  and  is  sold  in  coils  of  3  to  4lbs., 
sufficient  for  one  cot,  for  one  I^  annas. 

*'  Stouter  rope»  about  2^  inches  in  girth,  is  used  by  ryots  for  binding  bundles  of 
seed  paddy  and  other  grains,  and  also  for  cattle  ropes." 

All  the  information  collected  goes  to  show  that  the  orrass  is  a  valu- 
able product  for  paper-making^  and  that  it  can  be  easily  cultivated  if 
necessary.  The  Deocan  Paper  Mills  are  about  to  try  the  cultivation 
with  roots  obtained  from  the  Siwaliks.  As  an  article  of  export  trade^  it  is 
doubtful  if  it  will  ever  come  into  much  use  owing  to  the  long  distances 
of  land  transport  which  will  be  necessary  and  its  comparative  bulk  even 
if  pressed,  but  for  Indian  paper-making  it  has  most  probably  a  great 
future  before  it,  and  it  deserves  to  be  widely  known  and  utilized. 

J.  S.  GAMBLE, 

Comervaior  of  forests,  School  Circle, 
N.'W.  P.  and  Oudk. 

O.  X.  C.  p.  0.-Ke.  16  R.  A  A.-e.»-M-7lO.«-W.  L.  W. 
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